Matthew 25, The Final Judgment, 6/4/2010
· Opening

· Were you late for the Bible study tonight?  What were the reasons or excuses?  What are the events that you don’t want to be late?  Ball games, exams, worship, labs?  wedding, ..?  
· What is your greatest strength?  How did you get it – from your parents or through your own effort?  Have you put it to good use?  Is mediocrity (not striving for excellence but only seeking for a passing grade) a good practice to follow?  

· Are you confident that you will be able to enter the kingdom of heaven?  Depends?  Based on what?  

· The theme of Matthew 24 was the end of the age.  We discussed what the Bible says about the signs of the end of the age, when and how Jesus would come the second time, and how we should prepare ourselves – keep watch.  Tonight, we shall continue that theme, and talk about three parables on the long delayed second coming of Christ, our attitude, and the secret truth about the final judgment.  Want to know more?  Read Matthew 25.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Parable of the Ten Virgins (25:1-13) 
· Background information: 
· It was the Jewish marriage custom for the groom and his friends to leave his home and proceed to the home of the bride, where the marriage ceremony was conducted, often at night.  After this, the entire wedding party returned to the groom’s home for a celebratory banquet.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The parable: 

· Ten virgins.  Perhaps the bridesmaids, who were responsible for preparing the bride to meet the bridegroom.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Lamp.  Probably torches that consisted of a long pole with oil-drenched rags at the top.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Trim their lamps.  The charred ends of the rags were cut off and oil was added.  NIV Study Bible.  

· There may not be enough.  Torches required large amounts of oil in order to keep burning and the oil had to be replenished about every 15 minutes.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What is the message?  
· ‘No,’ they replied.  When Christ returns, preparedness cannot be shared or transferred.  Personal responsibility is emphasized.  NIV Study Bible.
· Disciples must “watch correctly” in order to be properly prepared and ready to accompany the Son of Man when he returns.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  

· How do we make sure that we have enough oil, i.e., adequate amount to last for a long time?  Or why some people have too little oil to last for long?  We must change our lives through the power of salvation, the only way to stand the test of time.  
· What specifically shall we do as part of the preparation for the second coming of Christ?  The answer might be embedded in the next two parables.  

· The Parable of the Talents (25:14-30) 
· Talent:  The term was first used for a unit of weight (about 75 pounds), then for a unit of coinage.  The present day use of “talent” to indicate an ability or gift is derived from this parable.  NIV Study Bible.  .  

· What were the servants entrusted with?  How did they view the entrustment?  What were the final outcomes?  
· Servants were entrusted with different amounts of money according to their abilities.  
· Two servants went at once and put their money to work, and were rewarded with further opportunities.  

· “After a long time the master of these servants returned and settled accounts with them.”  Two things to note: “After a long time” and “settle accounts.”  For the latter, the three servants were treated differently.  See also the third parable.  

· The third servant’s actions result from his apparent misperception of his master, which manifests itself in laziness and bad stewardship.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Was the third servant’s description about his master correct?  No – based on how the master treated the first two servants.  The third servant was lazy and didn’t understand his master.  What was the true nature of his master?  
· Implications:  

· The central point of this parable concerns the importance of being a faithful servant of all that God has entrusted to one’s care.  ESV Study Bible.  This involves more than playing it safe and doing little or nothing.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Those who seek spiritual gain in the gospel, for themselves and others, will become richer spiritually, and those who neglect or squander what is given them will become impoverished, losing what they have.  NIV Study Bible.  

· After trusting the Lord, we still have to work hard – not just to sit back, relax, and enjoy life.  However, our priority would be different after we become a Christian, and the things we choose to do could be different.  The priority would be serving God faithfully.  We need to choose the right things to do, and then do them right.  
· Does the master prefer the one brought back more than others?  No.  The praise was the same for the two who did their job.  No matter five or two talents, they are still “a few things” in God’s eyes.  However, he scales our contributions by our ability and rewards those that are faithful to their duty.  
· What are the talents God entrusted us beside our talents?  
· His words.  
· Opportunity to believe in Jesus.  
· Many other things.  
What should we do with them?  
· Discussions.  

· Is ministry work part of your spiritual life?  Do you consider yourself a coworker in addition to a believer?  If you are serving Him now, do you consider that you have used the full amount that has been given to you?  
· The Sheep and the Goats (25-31-46) 
· The final judgment (Reformation Study Bible):

· The certainty of final judgment is the background against which the New Testament message of saving grace is set.  

· At the judgment every person will give an individual account to God, and God through Christ will render to each one according to his works.  

· The judgment will demonstrate the perfect justice of God.  In a world of sinners, where God has allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways, evil is rampant, and doubts arise about how God, if He is sovereign, can be just.  God will be glorified in rendering just judgment, and the Last Judgment will answer every suspicion that He has ceased to care about righteousness.  

· For those who profess to belong to Christ, a review of their words and works will sow whether their profession is the fruit of an honest and good heart, or a deceptive hypocrisy.  Everything will be exposed on the Judgment Day, and each person will receive from God what fairly belongs to them.  
· Verses 31 and 32: Further description of Jesus’ second coming.

· All the nations.  Both Jews and Gentiles.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The image of Christ’s people as sheep is found in Ezek 34 and is a part of Jesus’ teaching (10:16; 18:12).  The division concerns individuals, not nations.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The blessing to the “sheep” consists of their inheritance of the Father’s kingdom, given not as a reward for good works but because of their saving relationship with the Father and the Son.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Least of these brothers of mine.  To whom does Jesus refer?  The principal views are (NIV Study Bible): 

· All who are hungry, thirsty, poor, needy or otherwise distressed – but this seems too comprehensive.  
· Apostles and other Christian missionaries – but this seems too restrictive.  
· The Jews.  

· Jesus’ disciples.  
· “God’s people.”  
· Reward vs. punishment: 

· The righteous will inherit the kingdom not because of the compassionate works that they have done but because their righteousness comes from their transformed hearts in response to Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom, as evidenced by their compassion for the “least of these.”  In caring for those in need, the righteous discover that their acts of compassion for the needy are the same as if done for Jesus himself (you did it to me).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The judgment of the nations depends on how they respond to Christians and to the gospel (10:40-42), not only because it is through the testimony of Christians that the Gentiles can hear and believe (Rom 10:14), but also because Christ indentifies with His people.  Their suffering is His suffering, and compassion shown to them is compassion shown to him.  Reformation Study Bible.  Given the evident unrighteousness of their hearts, they are condemned to eternal punishment.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Supporting Bible verses: 

· The greatest commandment in the law: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  Love your neighbor as yourself.  Matthew 22:37-39.  
· My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  John 15:12.  
· Faith without deeds is dead.  James 2:26.  
· What Jesus said here is in stark contrast with what the teachers of the law and the Pharisees did at that time.  See Matthew 23 Seven Woes.  

· Discussions.  

· Are you confident that you will be able to enter the kingdom of heaven?  When?  
· Wrapping up

· Which of the three parables today you appreciate the most?  Why?  

· How can you contribute your talents to serve God with a cheerful heart?  When will this start?  
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