Matthew 23, Seven Woes, 5/14/2010
· Opening

· Have you ever attended the after-school language program of “XinDongFang” in the Mainland or “MeiJia” in Taiwan to help boost your TOEFL or GRE scores?  Did it help?  Did it really benefit your English in the long run?  Should one learn English in that way?  What will happen if a group of people (including teachers and students) truly believe that is the correct way to learn English?  
· Does the coach of a world champion of a sport, e.g., gymnastics, swimming or baseball, have once to be a world champion himself or herself?  Does a teacher have to be able to do what he teaches students to do?  Indeed?  Can it not be so in the field of athletics?  How about art?  Science?  Faith?  
· What is your understanding about “hypocrite” or “伪君子”?  What kind of person is that?  Good or bad?  Serious?  - “Acting” in Greek.
· In Matthew 22, we discussed the parable of the wedding banquet, and the three great debates between Jesus and Jewish leaders on the sensitive subjects of paying taxes, marriage at the resurrection, and the greatest commandment.  We also briefly talked about Jesus’ version of “Time Travel” – the Trinity of God.  Tonight we shall see what Jesus said about the Jewish leaders – the seven woes, after seeing through their hearts.  The results are deadly serious.  Why?  Read Matthew 23.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· Hypocrisy of the Teachers of the Law and Pharisees (23:1-12) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Hypocrisy.  American Heritage College Dictionary: The practice of professing beliefs, feelings, or virtues that one does not hold or possess; falseness.  
· Background information:

· Teachers of the law.  The Jewish scholars of the day, professionally trained in the development, teaching and application of OT law.  Their authority was strictly human and traditional.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Moses’ seat.  Traditionally understood as referring symbolically to the authority of Moses.  However, recent archaeological evidence has revealed a literal chair found in early synagogues.  Whether literal or figurative, it refers to a place from which experts on the law taught.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Were the teachers of the law and the Pharisees doing their jobs alright?  No!  

· Jesus recognized the Pharisees’ official function as interpreters of the Law of Moses, and insofar as they accurately interpreted Scripture, they were to be obeyed. However, “so” connects this verse with v. 2 and the mention of Moses, and therefore “whatever they tell you” should probably be limited to “whatever they tell you about the Law of Moses” and does not include the Pharisees’ later extensive additions to Mosaic laws which rabbinic teachers made.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “But not what they do.”  Jesus is about to show that much of the Pharisees’ practice and their extra-biblical tradition is wrong.  ESV Study Bible.  What a pity!  

· Tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders.  The legal experts added to the law many regulations meant to ensure that the law itself would not be broken, but which imposed a heavy burden.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Specific examples: 

· Phylacteries.  Boxes containing Scriptures verse to be worn on forehead and left arm.  NIV Study Bible.  However, did they really follow the scriptures?  
· Tassels with a blue cord that were attached to the four corners of a man’s garment (Num. 15:37–41; Deut. 22:12), reminding the people to obey God’s commandments and to be holy (Num. 15:40).  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Pharisees loved elaborate salutations showing them to be important.  Reformation Study Bible.  However, did they have justice, mercy, and faithfulness?  
· No teachers among other than God. (v.8~10)

· Though we receive teaching on faith from others, we should keep in mind that it is God whom we are following, not a particular human master.  
· The warning in v. 8-10 is against seeking titles of honor to foster pride.  We should avoid unreasonable literalism in applying such commands.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· Is there hypocrisy in everyone of us?  Examples?  What should be done to see and to avoid hypocrisy in us?  

· Remember that “the greatest among you will be your servant.”  Let us live a life of serving others.  

· Is hypocrisy serious?  What are the effects on the hypocrites themselves?  On others?  See next – seven woes.  

· The First and Second Woes (23:13-15) 
· Seven Woes 

· Woe to the teachers of the law and the Pharisees – Those who do not realize their spiritual poverty but rely on their outward achievement will reap disaster in the end.  The term “woe” often introduces a prophetic oracle of doom.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Luke 11:37-54 records an earlier proclamation of six woes.  This series of seven woes was a prophetic pronouncement; it brought God’s lawsuit against His people and announced the imminent realization of the covenant curse (cf. Is. 5:8-23; Hab 2:6-20).  Such warnings express God’s concern for His people and His desire that they repent (vv. 37-39).  Reformation Study Bible.   

· Woe 1.  The shut door.  Why so?  What is the consequence of over-emphasizing the rules or traditions?  
· The woes are a mixture of condemnation, regret, and sorrow. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees are false leaders who have drawn the people away from the kingdom of heaven instead of toward it.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Woe 2.  Entrapped converts.  Jesus does not criticize proselytism per se, but the manner in which the Pharisees zealously sought converts, only to place them under the burdensome weight of the many requirements in their extra-biblical traditions.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Son of hell.  Those who were legalists made converts like themselves; prejudiced against receiving the righteousness that is by faith.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  

· Are we trying to follow the teaching of Jesus and living a life worthy to be called Christians, or are we trying to comply with the new sets of Christian behavior patterns and traditions?  

· How do we treat new Christians who just got baptized?  

· The Third and Fourth Woes (23:16-24) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Woe 3.  Binding oaths.  
· NIV Study Bible: When the teachers of the law and the Pharisees took an oath, they differentiated between what was binding and what was not.  This allowed for evasive oath-taking.  Jesus rejected all such subtleties by showing how foolish they were and by insisting that people simply tell the truth.  See 5:33-37, where Jesus abolished all oaths.  

· When the teachers of the law and the Pharisees took an oath, they differentiated between what was binding and what was not.  This allowed for evasive other-taking.  Jesus rejected all such subtleties by showing how foolish they were and by insisting that people simply tell the truth (see 5:33-37) where Jesus abolish all oaths.).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Things might look funny now, but these were serious issues at that time!  

· Woe 4.  Neglecting the weighty matters of the law.  Reformation Study Bible: Tithing was intended as a joyful and thankful offering expressing love for God, but teachers of the law and Pharisees, by counting up stalks of mint and the like, had turned it into a burdensome duty.  

· Cummin.  A spice indigenous to western Asia and resembling the caraway in taste and appearance.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Jesus does not criticize the observance of the minutiae of the law, but he does criticize the hypocrisy often involved.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Strain out.  The strict Pharisee would carefully strain his drinking water through a cloth to be sure he did not swallow a gnat, the smallest of ceremonially unclean animal.  But, figuratively, he would swallow a camel – one of the largest.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· Do you swear?  Should you?  

· How to practice justice, mercy and faithfulness?  Experiences?  
· The Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Woes (23:25-32) 
· Picture what happened.  

· Woe 5.  Clean outside, filthy inside.  NIV Study Bible: As opposed to clean on the outside but dirty in the inside, Jesus was talking about a total moral renewal that will manifest itself in righteous living.  

· Woe 6.  Whitewashed tombs.  NIV Study Bible: Touching a grave made a person ceremonially defiled, so graves were whitewashed to warn people not to get too close.  They appeared clean and beautiful on the outside, but they were dirty and rotten on the inside – reflecting the falseness of teachers of the law and Pharisees.  
· Woe 7.  Descendants of murderers of the prophets.  NIV Study Bible: Outwardly they appeared to honor the prophets in building or rebuilding memorials, but inwardly they rejected the Messiah the prophets announced.  They lived in opposition to the teachings of the prophets, just as their ancestors had done.  
· In scheming to have Jesus executed, the religious leaders show that they are following in the footsteps of their ancestors, who had persecuted and murdered God’s prophets.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· How different are our outside vs. inside?  

· How to have a total moral renewal?  

· Should we share the guilt of rejecting the Messiah?  

· Lament over Jerusalem (23:33-39) (See also Luke 13:34, 35)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus’ sorrow for Jerusalem and his prophesy of desolation.  

· “Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers.”  How God loves the people of the world!  

· Abel .. Zechariah.  The interval from the blood of righteous Abel (Gen. 4:8–11) to the blood of Zechariah (2 Chron. 24:20–22) encompasses all of OT biblical history.  Abel was the first person murdered in the OT and Zechariah is the last murdered, since 2 Chronicles is the last book in the Hebrew canon.  ESV Study Bible.  

· All this will come upon this generation (v. 36).  The punishment that “this generation” experienced was the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Lament over Jerusalem and his prophesy.  

· House is left .. desolate.  God will abandon his temple and his city.  NIV Study Bible.  
· This is the beginning of Jesus’ prophecy on Jerusalem as it continues to the next chapter.  With his impendent crucifixion, this is the last warning, persuasion, and calling to the Jews from Jesus.  

· Discussions.  

· Would Jesus sorrow for the world today?  Would you?  Would Jesus sorrow for you and me?  

· Wrapping up

· What were really wrong with the Pharisees?  Righteousness by following the laws and traditions, not realizing that redemption is a free but invaluable gift of God.  This leads to hypocrisy, following the letter of the law as opposed to the spirit of the law, away from God, false teaching, and missing the kingdom of heaven.   Very serious!  

· Do the critics and warnings to Pharisees apply to today's Christians?  Share your insights.  
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