Matthew 17, Transfiguration and the Healing of a Boy with a Demon 3/12/2010

· Opening

· Have you attended weddings before?  Do the brides on their wedding days generally look different from their appearances in your memory?  Why?  Too much cosmetics or the brides were indeed shining?  
· Do you remember the ancient Chinese parable “A foolish grandpa moving a mountain”?  What does it tell us?  Any correlation to one’s faith?  

· In Matthew 16, we studied the question of who Jesus is – from the perspectives of the Jewish people and the apostles, and in particular Peter; and these then led to Jesus’ talking about the road to the cross.  At the end, Jesus mentioned “some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”  Today we will study a fulfillment of that prophecy: Jesus’ transfiguration on a mountain.  Read the Bible Matthew 17.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The transfiguration (17:1-13)
· A high mountain: Mount Hermon to the northeast of Caesarea Philippi.  

· The transfiguration takes place in a “Gentile” territory rather than on Mt. Zion – Jesus is the Lord of all peoples.  
· Moses and Elijah. Why the two?  

· Moses - The deliver of God’s commands, representing the Law.  NIV Study Bible: Moses appears as the representative of the old covenant and the promise of salvation, which was soon to be fulfilled in the death of Jesus.  
· Elijah – Most powerful prophet in the Old Testament.  ESV Study Bible: Elijah was considered the prophetic forerunner of the Messiah (Mal. 4:5–6).  
· Mal. 4:5–6, Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.  And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.  
· Both the Law and prophecies point to the fulfillment by Messiah.  

· The transfiguration was (NIV Study Bible): 

· A revelation of the glory of the Son of God, a glory hidden now but to be fully revealed when he returns.  
· A confirmation of the difficult teaching given to the disciples at Caesarea Philippi.  
· A beneficial experience for the disciples, who were discouraged after having being reminded so recently of Jesus’ impending suffering and death.  

· Three shelters.    

· The comment was a little out of place because Peter, as other Gospels pointed out, “did not know what he was saying.”  

· However, it implied that his subconscious wanted to have the glory retained on earth.  Nevertheless, that time had not come as Jesus was yet to complete his mission on earth.  

· 17:5.  “My Son” emphasizes the divine relationship, and the command “listen to him” His divine authority.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· This was a declaration, and also a testimony from the Father.  

· Both set Jesus apart as different from and superior to Moses and Elijah.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Moses was on Mt. Sinai for six days before the Lord called to him out of the cloud (Ex. 24:16).  There are in fact at least seven parallels between the two events: on a mountain, the six days, the overshadowing cloud, the presence of Moses, the voice from the cloud, the transforming glory, and God’s instructions to Moses in Exodus 25 about building the Tabernacle and Peter’s suggestion about putting up shelters.  Pastor Secker.  
· “Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished.”  

· The disciples asked the question because they just saw Elijah on the mountain and remembered the teaching by the teachers of the law.  They wondered why Elijah did not appear again in the world ahead of Jesus, who they recognized being the Christ.  

· They did not understand John the Baptist was the “Elijah” referred by the prophecy in OT.  

· Just as Elijah suffered at the hands of Ahab and Jezebel (1 King 19:1-10), so John suffered at the hands of Herod and Herodias (6:18).  The Reformation Study Bible.  

· If John, who restored all things by calling the people of God to repentance and godliness, was put to death, should it be surprising that the Son of Man faces the same lot?  The Reformation Study Bible.  

· 17:11-13.  While the disciples were still focusing on Elijah, John the Baptist, and Jesus’ biblical “background,” Jesus tried to point them to the future, to the most important part of his mission on the earth – his suffering, death, and resurrection.  
· Discussion.  
· What are the implications of Jesus’ transfiguration on us today?  
· Why must Jesus suffer?  Should Christians suffer too?  Why and how?  

· The Healing of a Boy with a Demon (17:14-23) (See also Mark 9:14-32 and Luke 9:37-45)
· Picture what happened.  

· Have you been a teaching assistant before?  What do you think about the students in your classes?  

· 17:17.  Unbelieving and perverse generation.  Which side was Jesus referring to?  

· Jesus was impatient with the disciples’ lack of faith, and was also frustrated with the general scene of unbelief and impotence.  The Reformation Study Bible.  
· In spite of the miracles and teaching of Jesus, the majority of people did not place their faith in him as the Messiah.  Perverse indicates people’s distorted perception of Jesus and spiritual truth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This is reminiscent of Moses coming down from Mount Sinai to find unbelief and unfaithfulness in the Israelite camp (Ex. 32).  The Reformation Study Bible.  

· In contrast, the boy’s father had faith even though it was imperfect – “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”  (Mark 9:24).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Why couldn’t the disciples heal the boy?  
· They had “little faith.”  How much was needed?  “As small as a mustard seed.”  How come?  What could the problem be?  
· Moving a mountain was a common metaphor in Jewish literature for doing what was seemingly impossible (cf. Isa. 40:4; 49:11; 54:10; Matt. 21:21–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· They hadn’t prayed.  Mark 9: 29.  The disciples apparently had taken for granted the power given to them or had come to believe that it was inherent in them.  Lack of prayer indicated they had forgotten that their power over the demonic spirits was from Jesus.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What difference would prayer and fastening make?  They are our means to actively seek God’s presence.  
· 17:22, 23.  “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.”  

· The second prediction of Christ’s death, the first being in 16:21.  Any differences?  Mentioning of the betrayal.  

· From transfiguration to healing of a boy with a large crowd, Jesus hadn’t forgotten his mission to this world.  This is another reminder of his coming death, and indication of how it will be brought about.  

· Discussion

· How could we differentiate faithfulness from stubbornness?  
· Is this generation an unbelieving and perverse generation?  Why or why not?  

· How about you yourself?  Do we take God’s salvation for granted and still live an ungodly and sinful life?  Have you prayed for faith from God?  

· The Temple Tax (17:24-27) 
· Picture what happened.  

· The temple tax was prescribed in Ex. 30:13.  The passage is not about paying taxes to the civil authority (22:21).  Jesus’ point is that the Christ and His disciple enjoy a relationship with God that frees them from the obligations imposed upon “others.”  Yet Jesus is willing to conform to previous requirements in order to avoid giving offense.  Paul advised (Rom. 14:13-21) and practices (Acts 16:3; 21:26) similar continued observance of some ritual requirements of the OT law.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Besides being another miracle, this sign again reminds us about Jesus’ true identity: the Son of God.  
· Wrapping up

· What are the relationships among Moses, Elijah, and Jesus?  Who is Jesus, to you and to me?  Who are us, and what are our roles in today’s world?  
· Coming back to the parable of “a foolish grandpa moving a mountain.”  Do we have the faith to do our jobs and fulfill our roles?  If not, what to do?  
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