Matthew 10, Commissioning of the Twelve, 1/8/2010

· Opening

· Do you have grey hairs?  Do you keep count their number?  Maybe you are young.  Do I now?  
· Do you like to travel?  When you travel, do you like to pack heavy or pack light?  Have you ever traveled with no packing and no planning?  
· How do you think about the number of people in the Bible Study?  If we plot the number of people attending the Bible Study over the period of a year, what kind of curve would it be?  What do you feel as an attendant?  As a co-worker?  Discouraged?  

· Last time we studied Jesus’ healing, including a paralytic, a sick woman, a dead girl, two blind men, and a demon-possessed man.  More importantly, we saw how Matthew became a disciple, and how Jesus called more workers to harvest the field.  Tonight, we shall see how Jesus sent out the twelve apostles, and how he encouraged as well as warned them.  His message is still very much to the point today.  What to find out more?  Read the Bible Matthew 10.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Twelve Apostles (10:1-4) 
· Picture what happened.  Jesus appointed twelve apostles.  Where?  How?  Why?  Whom?  

· What are “apostles”?  

· “Messengers,” ones sent with a special commission.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Mark 3:14.  He appointed twelve – designating them apostles – that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.  

· Among the twelve, how much do you know about each of them?  

· Simon (Peter) and his brother Andrew.  

· John and his brother James: Sons of thunder ~ with a short temper.  

· Bartholomew: Nathanael, under a fig tree, Jn 1:43-51.

· Thomas: Doubter: “Show Me.”  

· Matthew: Levi, tax collector, worked for the Roman government.  

· Thaddaeus: Judas son of James.  
· Simon the Zealot: A zealous revolutionary, strongly against the Roman government.  

· Judas Iscariot: Betrayed Jesus.  

· Did the twelve selected share a similar background?  Were they highly educated?  Why them then?  
· The ordinary background of the apostles made it obvious that it was God’s power and wisdom that guided them in their mission.  
· Would it be easy for the apostles to get along without the love of God?  

· Discussion

· Can we still enjoy the wonderful relationship with Jesus as the apostles did 2000 years ago?  Do you want to?  How?  What is blocking you from accepting Him and enjoying the relationship?  

· Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles (10:5-15) (See also Mark 6:8-11 and Luke 9:3-5 and 10:4-12)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus sent out the twelve to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. He also gave them instructions that in principle apply not only to the ministry work of that time, but also to the ministry work of today.  
· A new phase of Jesus’ ministry began when he sent out the apostles to do the type of preaching, teaching, and healing that they had observed him doing.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Who sent the apostles out?  Jesus.  

· What were their missions?  To preach the kingdom of heaven and to heal the sick.  Note that these two functionalities go hand in hand for Jesus as well as for the Apostles.  Why?  
· V.6 “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans.  Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.”  Why?  
· The good news about the kingdom of heaven was to be proclaimed first to Jews only.  After his death and resurrection, Jesus commanded the message to be taken to all nations.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Samaritans.  A mixed-blood race resulting from the intermarriage of Israelites left behind when the people of the northern kingdom were exiled and Gentiles brought into the land by the Assyrians.  Bitter hostility existed between Jews and Samaritans in Jesus’ day.  NIV Study Bible.  

· V.7: The main message - “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

· V.8: They were also endowed with super-natural power from God.  Why?  
· Revelation of God’s power and mercy.  

· V.9~15: More detailed instructions.  

· “Take nothing for the journey – no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, and no extra tunic.”  

· No excess baggage that would encumber travel, not even the usual provisions.  They were to be entirely dependent on the people with whom they were staying.  NIV Study Bible.  
· They entrust all their material needs to God.  
· “Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town.”  

· Center the ministry around one family, one household.  
· “If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you.  If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town.”  
· Carefully select the start point of the ministry, looking for the “good soil.”  Do not waste time on those who are not listening.  
· “…tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.”  

· Jesus respect individuals’ choices.  However, each one has to bear the consequences of one’s own choices.  The suffering of eternal death, as every sinner would face, is indeed more severe than the physical punishment that Sodom and Gomorrah went through.  
· Discussion 

· What is the role of a pastor today?  A Christian today?  

· Are you ready to go out to talk to non-believer about the Gospel?  Always feel unprepared?  How about the Apostles?  
· Now most of us cannot cure diseases.  What special power do we have when we try to spread the Gospel?  God’s love.  
· Persecution Will Come (10:16-39) 
· Picture what happened.  Instructions for the Long-term Mission to the World.  Jesus prepares his disciples for a worldwide mission to the Gentiles and for the persecution that will inevitably accompany their mission.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Challenges that the apostles and Christians would face.  

· “Sheep among wolves” (v.16): Hostility is everywhere.  
· “They will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their synagogues…” (v.17, 18): Persecution from government and officials.  
· “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child…” (v.21): Persecution even within the family.  Why?  
· Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  Why did Jesus say here not peace but sword?  NIV Study Bible: 

· At first glance this saying sounds like a contradiction.  

· It is true that Christ came to bring peace – peace between the believer and God, and peace among humans.  

· Yet the inevitable result of Christ’s coming is conflict – between Christ and the antichrist, between light and darkness, between Christ’s children and the devil’s children.  This conflict can occur even between members of the same family.  

· The “peace” with the worldly power is actually compromise.  The peace with God brings true peace.  

· What to do?

· “Be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves” (v.16).  How could the two sides reconcile?  Be harmless to others but alert to possible dangers.  
· When facing persecution, “do not worry about what do say” (v.19).  This passage is a strong affirmation of God’s overriding control.  For some of His followers there will be a martyr’s death, for others deliverance.  Either way, God is brining His purposes to pass.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Flee away (v.23).  
· You will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Men comes.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Some takes Jesus’ saying here as a reference to his second coming at the end of the age, but it is hard to reconcile this with the failure of the disciples to “finish going through” the cities of Israel before this happens.  

· It is therefore probably best understood as referring to his coming in judgment on the Jews when Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed in AD 70.  
· Beelzebul (v. 25) means “master of the house” and refers to Satan.  The accusation that Jesus (the real “master of all”) was really Satan is shockingly perverse; how much more, then, should Jesus’ own disciples expect to be falsely accused and maligned.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Things to remember: 
· Persecutions are surely to come and unavoidable.  

· We must not be afraid but spread the Gospel (v.27).  

· Fear God, not the Satan, as He is the ultimate ruler (v.28).  We have to look at things behind the persecution – the power of the devil, and realize the authority of God, whom we are following, is above that.  
· Yet God loves us more than we can imagine (v.28~30).  This fearsome God is at the same time taking great care of our lives.  He loves EACH of us.  Therefore, with His power and His love, we should be able to stand up again the king of this world and follow God.  

· “Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered” – including the grey ones.  

· Do not deny the Lord (v.32).  

· Love God more than anything else (v.37).  
· V.39 “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  This is a summary of what it takes to be a disciple.

· Discussions.  

· If we were among the disciples at that time, would we be encouraged, discouraged, or still in the dark about what Jesus said?  How about now?  

· Would persecution exist in the 20th century?  Yes, e.g., during China’s Cultural Revolution not too long ago.  How about in America, where you are now?  What are competing with God about our time and resources?  TV?  Video games?  Study?  Money?  Power?  Career?  Are those principles mentioned above still applicable?  
· Have you experienced family division?  Have you overcome the struggle or are you still in it?  Please share your experience.  
· Rewards (10:40-42)  
· Picture what happened.  
· During times of persecution, hospitality was especially important but could be dangerous.  So Jesus indicates that those who provide it and show kindness to God’s people will receive reward.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This is also a guidance and reminder for us about how we should accommodate and respect those who serve in God’s ministry.  
· These last three verses are more of an encouragement to the disciples.  If those who received them are rewarded as if they received God, what kind of identity and reward do the disciples enjoy in God’s eye!  They are His representatives, sharing His glory.  
· Discussions.  

· Knowing this, how do you regard your duty as a coworker of the Gospel?

· How should we love and receive those who serve God?  

· Looking at the attendance of the Bible Study, should we be discouraged?  

· Wrapping up

· Life of a disciple is a challenging and rewarding one.  We have to love people, help people, and spread the Gospel.  These are not just an order that we have to do, but are a natural outflow of love because of a new life given by God when we trust in Jesus.  Want to try it out?  
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