Matthew 12, Lord of the Sabbath and of All, 1/22/2010

· Opening

· What are the taboos and customs in Chinese New Year?  Do they make sense? Are you still keeping them?  

· Do you believe in miracles?  Why do they exist?  Do you have to see miracles to trust God?  

· Why do we call each other “brothers and sisters” in the Bible Study and in the Church?  

· Last week we studied how Jesus answered the question raised by John the Baptist – Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?  We then studied how Jesus commented on John and people of that generation; and what happens to those who rejected Jesus or came to Jesus.  Who is Jesus?  Tonight, we shall continue the discussion about who Jesus is, centering on the sensitive issues of what are lawful to do on the Sabbath, by what authority Jesus cast out demons, and then whether God would answer our request for a sign from heaven.  Read the Bible Matthew 12.  

· Try to divide the chapter into sections.  

· Overview.  Confrontations with the Pharisees.  The Pharisees accuse Jesus of violating the Sabbath (vv. 1–14), suggest he is in league with Satan (vv. 22–37), and demand a cosmic sign (vv. 38–42).  Jesus vindicates himself as lord of the Sabbath (v. 8), divine servant of justice (v. 18), and the Spirit-empowered inaugurator of the kingdom of God (v. 28).  Judgment will come upon the hard-hearted blasphemers (vv. 30–45), but those who follow Jesus are his true family (see vv. 46–50).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lord of the Sabbath (12:1-14) 
· Story about the Sabbath.  

· Picture what happened.  Pharisees criticized Jesus on two incidents related to the Sabbath: Picking heads of grain, rubbing, and eating; healing a man with a shriveled hand.  Jesus’ responses and their reactions.  

· Origin of the Sabbath – Saturday, the last day of a week.  

· Exodus 20:8-11.  “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.  On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.  For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.  Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”  (The 4th Commandment.)  

· This law was out of God’s love for people so that they would have time to rest.  
· Ezekiel 20:12 “Also I gave them my Sabbaths as a sign between us, so they would know that I the Lord made them holy.”  Sabbath is also to let people refocus their attention to God.  

· Have you heard about the term Sabbatical?  What is that?  Why?  

· Now examine the first incident.  

· Pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels.  What was wrong with that?  It was counted as harvesting (and therefore work) by the Pharisees.  

· But what were the disciples really doing?  Simply taking a quick meal.  Do you think the accusation from Pharisee reasonable?  Is it in accordance to the intention of the 4th Commandment on Sabbath?  
· If you were Jesus, how would you respond?  How did Jesus respond?  

· Jesus raised two examples from the Old Testament to point out rules of the Law were not meant to be rigidly applied.  Instead, God’s will behind them is higher than the rules.  

· Example 1: King David’s case.  It is from 1 Samuel 21.  

· Consecrated bread.  Prepared in a special way for use in temple service, this bread was to be eaten only by priests.  In a time of need David used it for his companions (1 Samuel 21:3-6).  The Reformation Study Bible.  
· Why did Jesus cite this story?  David was a person selected by God, and his needed food to survive on the road fleeing from Saul, and this was in full compliance with God’s will.  God’s rules and regulations are to serve God’s purpose.  

· Example 2: Priest’s work on the Sabbath.  
· What was the work of a priest?  Offering sacrifices in the Temple.  Did they do it on the Sabbath?  Why was it OK then?  
· Because that work exactly fulfilled one key intention of the Sabbath, i.e., refocusing on God.  
· What then did Jesus say?  

· V.6 “…that one greater than the temple is here.”  Who is greater than the temple?  God himself.  The Christ is equivalent to God.  
· V.7 “…I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”  This is the second time that Jesus quoted this verse in the Book of Matthew.  Again, it reminds us that God looks more into our hearts than external compliance.  

· V. 8.  “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”  Jesus has the authority to overrule laws concerning the Sabbath, particularly the ways as interpreted by the Pharisees (NIV Study Bible).  This is because he is the Son of God and understands the purpose of the Sabbath.  

· Based on the three verses above, do you see why it is OK for the disciples to pick grains on the Sabbath?  What should be our attitude toward the Sabbath, which is Sunday for Christians?  
· For the second incident, did the Pharisees come with a good motivation?  Were they doing good or evil on the Sabbath?  

· Who initiated this particular incident?  Did the man with a shriveled hand request Jesus for healing?  No.  
· Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they initiated the incident and then watched Jesus closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath.  

· What did Jesus do?  Why?  
· V. 11, 12.  “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out?  How much more valuable is a man than a sheep!  Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”  Jesus had been enduring questions and attacks from the Pharisees and now took the initiative by putting the question to everyone in the synagogue.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why is it lawful to do the above things on the Sabbath?  How are they related to God’s will?  

· V. 13.  ‘Then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”  So he stretched it out and it was completely restored.’  Reactions: “But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.”  

· Would it be lawful for the Pharisees to plot on the Sabbath to kill Jesus? Unlawful on any day!  
· Love vs. hatred.  Spirit of the law vs. letters of the law.  Isaiah 56:2 “Blessed is the man who does this, the man who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.”  

· Discussion

· What would you do if you were Jesus, a Pharisee, an observer, or the man with the shriveled hand?  Why are the differences?  

· What do you think about the idea of replacing Sunday worship by charity and volunteer work, since “love” is what pleases God?  Any comment on this?  
· How should Christians observe our Sabbath?  Keep it holy.  Come to seek and worship God.  Should we come to church to follow the “tradition” or out of our love and respect to God?  Join us to worship Him the coming Sunday!  
· God’s Chosen Servant (12:15-21) 
· Picture what happened.  

· See Isa 42:1-4.  It is the longest OT quotation in Matthew’s Gospel.  It summarizes the quiet ministry of the Lord’s servant, who will bring justice and hope to the nations.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “My servant whom I have chosen, my beloved.”  The Father expresses the same delight in his Son at Jesus’ baptism (3:17) and at his transfiguration (17:5).  “He will proclaim justice.”  The servant brings the good news of the arrival of the kingdom but also pronounces judgment on the rulers of this world who reject him.  “Will not quarrel or cry aloud.”  He did not come the first time as a conquering warrior.  “bruised reed . . . smoldering wick.”  Jesus the servant compassionately cares for those who have been abused.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion

· Jesus and Beelzebub (12:22-37) 
· Have you heard about the term “Sour grapes”?  What does it mean?  Have you been one?    

· Jesus drove out a demon.  All were astonished, but what was the response from the Pharisees?  Reasonable?  Why would they say that?  

· Jesus rebuked them with two points:  (NIV Study Bible)

· If Satan gave power to Jesus, who opposed him in every way, Satan would be supporting an attack upon himself – His kingdom would not stand.  

· The followers of Pharisees claimed to drive out demons by the power of God, and Jesus claimed the same.  So to accuse Jesus of using Satanic power was implicitly to condemn their own followers as well.  

· V. 29.  

· Jesus was able to expel demons because he had bound Satan, the strong man.  Beginning with Jesus’ victory over Satan during the temptation in the wilderness (4:1–11), Jesus demonstrated that Satan was powerless to prevent him from proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and demonstrating the reality of its presence through his work and his words.  Satan’s house represents the sinful world over which, until the coming of Christ, he had such power.  Jesus has come to plunder his house and rescue people for the kingdom of God.  ESV Study Bible.    

· V. 30.  

· Which one makes better sense in politics: He who is not against me is with me, or he who is not with me is against me.  Why?  

· What did Jesus say here?  “He who is not with me is against me.”  Why?  
· The one who does not intentionally support Jesus opposes him, making neutrality impossible.  Even the worker whom the disciples described as “not one of us,” was apparently a believer, acting in Jesus’ name, and Jesus did not condemn him.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Verses 31, 32. Blasphemy – “irreverence toward holy personages” (Wikipedia).  
· Did the Pharisees really know where Jesus’ power was from?  

· Why the blasphemy again the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven?  Isn’t salvation powerful enough to cover all sins?  Speaking against the Spirit, calling the work of the Spirit the work of Satan, involves an explicit, willful, and decisive rejection of the very power that can bring about repentance.  (Reformation Study Bible.)  

· Verses 33-37. Words are the fruit of internal life.  
· The Pharisees’ attempt to label Jesus a blasphemer (v. 24) is itself blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  Their wicked words reveal the evil within their own hearts; they were bad trees (v. 33) in need of radical conversion.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “… by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”  A good reminder to us as well!  
· The Sign of Jonah (12:38-45) (See also Luke 11:24-32)
· Greeks looked for wisdom.  Jews looked for signs.  How about Chinese?  

· The Pharisees asked for a sign from heaven right after denying Jesus’ last sign of driving out the demon.  Why would they ask for that?  What was really in their mind?  
· Probably challenge Jesus to perform a sign under conditions specified by them.  
· Did Jesus show them a sign?  

· No.  Well, yes – “The Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”  Jesus alluded to his death and resurrection.  

· Did the Pharisees understand what Jesus said?  No.  

· Jesus introduced the above by using the sign of Jonah.  See the Book of Jonah for that story.  Briefly, Jonah was sent by God to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, to preach against it.  However, Jonah ran away because he hated the Ninevites – Assyria was an enemy of Israel at that time; and only a few decades later, Assyria destroyed Israel’s northern kingdom.  

· During the journey, Jonah spent three days “buried” in a huge fish, just as Jesus would be buried for three days before his resurrection.  
· Three days and three nights in Jewish reckoning is inclusive, meaning no more than three days or the combination of any part of three separate days.  Jesus was raised “in three days” although he was buried Friday afternoon and resurrected Sunday morning (i.e., part of Friday is day one, all of Saturday is day two, and part of Sunday is day three).  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Ninevites repented when Jonah preached (Jon 3:6-10).  

· Jesus then used the story of the Queen of the South to further illustrate the arrogance or irresponsive attitude of that generation.  
· Queen of the South.  The queen of Sheba (1 Kings 10:1–29).  Sheba was most likely the home of the Sabaeans in southwestern Arabia, in present-day Yemen.  ESV Study Bible.  

· If the queen of Sheba responded positively to the Wisdom of Solomon, and the men of Nineveh to the preaching of Jonah, how much more should the people of Jesus’ day have responded to the ministry of Jesus, who is infinitely greater than Solomon or Jonah?  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus claims that he is greater than the temple (Matt. 12:6), the prophet Jonah (v. 41), and the wise king Solomon.  He thus elevates himself and his message of the kingdom to be greater than, and the fulfillment of, the three greatest institutions in Israel—priest, prophet, and king.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How about you and me – Should we respond to Jesus’ teaching?  
· Would the Pharisees believe in Jesus if he showed them a sign right there?  How come people could not comprehend what Jesus said and did?  Their spiritual eyes were blinded.  “If they could see, then their whole body would be full of light.”  
· Verses 43-45.  After a demon has been driven out of a person, is that person all set?  No.  If he does not welcome God, then his condition could be worse than before.  

· A life reformed but lacking God’s presence is open to re-occupancy by evil.  NIV Study Bible.  

· There is no neutral place!  
· V. 45.  If this evil generation continues to reject Jesus, even after witnessing his divine authority over demons, their condition will be worse than if they had never seen him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· For those who have not trusted in God yet, would you believe in God if you see a miracle?  Truly?  Would Jesus’ teaching be sufficient for us to trust in God?  How about Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection – a true sign?  

· Jesus’ Mother and Brothers (12:46-50) (See also Luke 8:19-21 and Mark 3:31-35)
· Picture what happened.  People told Jesus that his mother and brothers were looking for him.  Jesus answered in a very strange way.  

· More is known about the motive of Jesus’ mother and brothers from Mark 3:21, 31-32.  The family, thinking that he was “out of his mind,” probably wanted to get him away from his heavy schedule.  Jesus’ reply was not meant to reject his natural family but to emphasize the higher priority of his spiritual relationship to those who believed in him.  

· Jesus calls for a new spiritual family in relationship to him and his Father, united in the defining characteristic of Jesus’ life and ministry: obedience to the will of the Father (v. 50).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Jesus is God’s begotten son, creator of the heavens and the earth, and is our savior.  Yet what does he call his followers?  How beautiful is it to be called Jesus’ brothers and sisters!  This is unheard-of in any worldly religions.  Now you know why Christians call each other brothers and sisters.  Also we call God our “Heavenly Father.”  This relationship far surpasses any relationships ever existed between God and men.  

· Jesus’ comment is in sharp contrast to the belief of the Jews that they were saved because they were descendants of Abraham.  
· Discussion

· What is your relationship with God?  Do you want to become a son of God and sister/brother to all the Christians?  

· Wrapping up

· Today’s Christians have their religious routines as well: Bible Study, Sunday worship, … Do we understand and appreciate God’s will behind them?  How about other aspect of life?  Have we examined them from the prospect of God’s will?  
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