Matthew 22, The Great Debate: Jesus vs. Pharisees and Sadducees, 5/7/2010

· Opening

· When you receive a wedding invitation, how would you consider whether to attend it or not?  How would you inform the host about your decision?  If you decide to attend, how would you prepare yourself?  
· Have you tried to invite friends to the Bible study or Sunday worship?  What were the responses?  What would you feel about their responses?  
· If Jesus and you were together and you wanted to corner him, what tough questions would you ask to trap him?  

· In Matthew 21, we discussed how Jesus entered Jerusalem, what he did afterward, and how various people reacted to him.  We also discussed two parables (the Parable of the Two Sons and the Parable of the Tenants) Jesus used to describe people’s reactions to God’s gospel.  We saw that it was very difficult to bring about the changes that God desired on the people there.  We will continue tonight to discuss the events during that last week of Jesus’ life on earth, including the third parable on the kingdom of heaven, three great debates on sensitive subjects of paying taxes, marriage at the resurrection, and the greatest commandment.  We will conclude with Jesus’ version of “Time Travel” – who Christ is.  Read Matthew 22.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Parable of the Wedding Banquet (22:1-14) 
· Recall the parable of the tenants and the vineyard owner in the last chapter.  What was that about?  In this chapter Jesus presented a similar parable, yet of deeper meaning.  
· Was this wedding banquet important?  Did the people in the parable accept the invitation?  Did they eventually go?  What happened then?  
· The initial invitation must have been accepted, but when the final invitation came (by Jewish custom the announcement that came when the feast was ready), other interests took priority.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What were the reactions of those who had been invited?  Were their responses genuine?  No.  What else did they do?  How about the king?  

· Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.  Did they come?  Yes.  

· What do the characters and events in the parable stand for?

· King – God.  
· King’s servants – prophets.  
· People invited – the Jews.  
· People on the streets – the Gentiles.  
· The son’s wedding banquet – the kingdom of heaven, where the Christ marries his bride, the church.  
· Invitation – the Gospel.  
· Mistreating and killing of the servant – prophets were killed by Jews.  
· Wearing wedding clothes

· Why didn’t that person wear the proper wedding clothes?  Not clear.  But it is clear that “the man was speechless.”  He had no answer.  

· Everyone was invited, but proper wedding attire was still expected.  There are two possibilities for what this means: (1) There is some evidence in the ancient world for a king supplying garments for his guests (cf. Gen. 45:22; Est. 6:8–9), and, more broadly, there is the story of God clothing his unworthy people in beautiful garments (Ezek. 16:10–13).  Jesus could thus be alluding to imputed righteousness, which Paul elaborates later (e.g., Rom. 3:21–31; 4:22–25).  Thus by not wearing the garments provided, this guest has highly insulted the host.  (2) The wedding garment may refer to a clean garment, symbolizing evidence of righteous works.  In either case, the man lacks something that is essential for being accepted at the wedding feast.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Why was this person thrown out of the banquet?  What are the implications?  
· He did not really appreciate the invitation as a gift and as a grace, as shown by his act of indifference.  
· A “nominal” Christian is not really in the kingdom of Heaven if he does not realize his sin, recognize God’s salvation as a grace, and start a life change by accepting the redemption.  
· “Many are invited, but few are chosen” – God offers salvation to all - Jn 3:14-17, Mt 18:14, 11:28-30, Mk 16:15-16.  However, most did not take it.  

· Discussions.  

· Compared with the parable of the tenants in Chapter 21, why only this one was called a parable about the kingdom of Heaven?  What are the essential differences?  Both have the element of justice: punishing the wicked tenants vs. punishing those who killed the servants.  However, this parable is about the banquet invitation: a symbol of God’s grace.  Only this completes the full meaning of God’s kingdom.  

· How precious is God’s invitation to the Israelites?  To you?  Do we treasure God’s invitation?  Are you prepared for the banquet?  

· The First Debate: Paying Taxes to Caesar (22:15-22) 
· Background information.  There were three major political powers in the Jewish society at that time: Pharisees, Sadducees, and the Herodians.  They came to challenge Jesus with their toughest questions.  First the Herodians supported by the Pharisees.  
· Herodians were influential Jews who were loyal to the Herodian dynasty, meaning that they were supporters of Rome, from which the Herods received their authority.  Pharisees and Herodians usually did not get along well.  Here they joined forces in opposing Jesus because they feared that he might have an unsettling political influence on the people.  NIV Study Bible.  
· How was the question asked?  

· The flattering approach was meant to let Jesus speak the truth, not to answer the question in a politically expedient way as what the Jewish religious leaders just did in 21:24-27.  

· From the point of view of the questioners, the answer had to put Jesus at odds with either the Romans (if the answer was No) or the Jews (if the answer was Yes), who resented the taxes.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· In particular, the questioners as well as many in the crowd held a traditional concept of Messiah in their mind: a military and political leader.  If Jesus’ answer was Yes, then he would bow down under Roman’s authority and couldn’t be the Messiah.  

· Was the question clever?  Very much so!  

· How did Jesus answer the question?  

· Jesus requested a coin used for paying the tax (the silver coin in Mark 12:13-17).  For people loyal to the Jewish tradition and religion, they would not bring silver coins with them for their refusing to use silver coin in their daily life.  They were only forced to use it for paying tax.  Jesus asking them to take out the silver coins implies that they had no right to accuse Jesus betraying their tradition if he said yes because they acted the same way.  This demand was mainly to the trap set by Herodians.  
· The answer also pointed out a blind spot of the Pharisee as they mixed religion with political power by giving a religious significance to the political sovereign.  Jesus said that these two should be treated separately.  
· What is Cesar’s?  What is God’s?  
· Material wealth is what a worldly king asks for.  
· To God, one shall “worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).  That is what God asks for.  From there, donation would be a natural reaction to God’s love.  
· Separation of Church and State.  

· Jesus is not establishing a political kingdom in opposition to Caesar, so his followers should pay taxes and obey civil laws.  There are matters that belong to the realm of civil government, and there are other matters that belong to God’s realm.  Jesus does not here specify which matters belong in which realm, but many Christian ethicists today teach that, in general, civil government should allow freedom in matters of religious doctrine, worship, and beliefs about God, and the church should not attempt to use the power of government to enforce allegiance to any specific religious viewpoint.  All forms of the Christian church throughout the world today support some kind of separation between matters of church and matters of state.  By contrast, totalitarian governments usually try to suppress the church and subsume everything under the realm of the state.  And some extreme Islamic movements have tried to abolish independent civil government and subsume everything under the control of Islamic religious leaders.  Historically, when the church and state have become too closely aligned, the result most often has been the compromise of the church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.    

· “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”  Share your personal experience.  
· The Second Debate: Marriage at the Resurrection (22:23-33) 
· Resurrection.  Do you believe in resurrection?  How would life look like in the resurrected world?  
· Background information

· Sadducees.  An aristocratic, politically minded group, willing to compromise with secular and pagan leaders.  They controlled the high priesthood at that time and held the majority of the seats in the Sanhedrin.  They did not believe in the resurrection or an afterlife, and they rejected the oral tradition taught by the Pharisees.  NIV Study Bible.

· When a Jew died childless his brother was required to marry the widow, and the first son would become the heir of the deceased (Deut 25:5-10).  This is part of the levirate law (from Latin Levir, ‘brother-in-law’), which was given to protect the widow and guarantee continuance of the family line.  The Sadducees clearly thought that their story made nonsense of the doctrine of resurrection.  NIV Study Bible and Reformation Study Bible.  

· The Sadducees presented to Jesus a case that they believed would render resurrection impossible.  But, what could be wrong with their understanding?  

· The Sadducees assumed that if there were an afterlife it would be something like a repetition of this life.  Jesus denied this.  Marriage is an essential part of this life but not of the next, therefore their question was invalid.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The Sadducees are making two errors: (1) they do not know . . . the Scriptures well enough to know that Scripture teaches the reality of the resurrection, and (2) they do not know the power of God to create a much more wonderful world than anyone can now imagine.  They neither marry nor are given in marriage implies that the present institution of marriage will not continue in heaven.  But are like angels in heaven means living without an exclusive lifelong marriage commitment to one person.  This teaching might at first seem discouraging to married couples who are deeply in love with each other in this life, but surely people will know their loved ones in heaven (cf. 8:11; Luke 9:30, 33), and the joy and love of close relationships in heaven will be more rather than less than it is here on earth.  Jesus’ reference to “the power of God” suggests that God is able to establish relationships of even deeper friendship, joy, and love in the life to come.  God has not revealed anything more about this, though Scripture indicates that the eternal glories awaiting the redeemed will be more splendid than anyone can begin to ask or think (cf. 1 Cor. 2:9; Eph. 3:20).  ESV Study Bible.  

· How did Jesus answer the question?  Use the Books of Moses, the only Scriptures that the Sadducees believed.  This is a tough job as no direct mentioning of resurrections exists there.  
· Jesus’ direct response is: don’t forget “resurrection” is your ancestor’s belief.  If you reject it, you betray your tradition and betray the Scripture you consider as authority.  Pastor Ju-Ta Pan.  
· In the account of the bush, see Ex 3.1-6.  Jesus used the present tense (“I am…”) to justify that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were not really dead – they were “sleeping,” and would wake up at a later date.  “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”  1Co 15:51-52.  

· At the resurrection there will be a change in nature, and believers will have resurrection bodies like that of Christ (1 Cor. 15:35-58).  Jesus’ point is not that human beings will be exactly like angels, but that the mode of existence of angels, and in particular their immortality provides a clue to the post-resurrection existence of believers, who will also be immortal (1 Cor. 15:42, 52-55).  Marriage and procreation will no longer be necessary or appropriate to immortal bodies.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Jesus’ response to the Sadducees also indicates the inappropriateness of exploring and judging things about God solely through our own rationale.  From humans’ rationale, the question presented by the Sadducees seems quite reasonable, but to know things in the kingdom of heaven, we need to transcend our thoughts to a different level.  Pastor Ju-Ta Pan.  
· Discussions.  

· How could the Sadducees be amazed?  Probably they never thought the Scripture, even as plain as the books of Moses, could contain so much information!  

· The Third Debate: The Greatest Commandment (22:34-40) 
· Then came the third group, the Pharisees, who were famous for their familiarity with the commandments.  Which commandment was the greatest?  This was a difficult question for them to sort out since there were so many commandments.  They probably believed that no one had an answer to this question.  
· The rabbis engaged in an ongoing debate to determine which commandments were “light” and which were “weighty” (cf. 23:23).  The Law refers here to the entire OT.  ESV Study Bible.  

· How did Jesus address the question?  Explicitly, specifically, directly from the Old Testament, and to the heart.  
· Where did his answer come from?  Going back to the spirit of the law.  

· Compare the Ten Commandments (Ex 20:1-17) vs. Jesus’ answer, which was taken from Dt. 6:4-5 and Lev 19:18.  Can you tell the differences?  
· Dt. 6:4-5, repeated twice daily by faithful Jews, encapsulates the idea of total devotion to God and includes the duty to obey the rest of God’s commandments (cf. Matt. 5:16–20).  “Heart,” “soul,” and “mind” do not represent rigid compartments of human existence but rather together refer to the whole person.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Love signifies a concrete responsibility to seek the greatest good of one’s neighbors, both Jew and Gentile.  ESV Study Bible.  

· What Jesus said is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices, which could be performed at a superficial level.  “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”  Ps 51:16-17.  
· What is the relationship between loving God and loving people?  Loving God is what enabled the (truly) love to people.  
· This passage expresses the spirit of Christian ethics, which is different from Legalism.  Christian ethics is based on the foundation of loving God and others.  All the codes of Law are based on it and their application should accord with this spirit.  Pastor Ju-Ta Pang.  
· Discussions.  

· What does it mean for us to love the Lord with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and with all our strength?  

· What does it mean for us to love our neighbor as ourselves?  Any practical suggestions?  

· Whose Son Is the Christ (22:41-46) 
· Now it was Jesus’ the turn to challenge others.  If you were Jesus, what question would you ask?  
· Have you ever heard of the new interpretation of the traditional Chinese term “obeying son” (Xiao zi)?  Is it normal for parents to put themselves under their child in any culture?  

· Psalm 110:1 

· Who is “the Lord”?  God.  Who is “my Lord”?  The Messiah or the Christ.  

· Can you draw the time line of David, “the Lord,” “my lord,” and Jesus?  Is it easy to explain?  

· By popular definition, David was more important than any of his descendants.  How could David call the Messiah his “Lord”?  Jesus is teaching that the Messiah is not simply the Son of David; He is the Son of God and so David’s Lord.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· If the Messiah was a descendant of David, how could this honored king (David) refer to his offspring as Lord?  Unless Jesus’ opponents were ready to admit that the Messiah was also the divine Son of God, they could not answer his question.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Following the idea of time traveling, could you somehow explain the time line now?  The Messiah, or Jesus, is the Son of God.  Is this amazing?  
· Discussions.    

· Could you now see how the Old Testament has amazingly prophesied the double identity of the Messiah?  
· As the people most familiar with the Scripture at that time, why didn’t the Pharisees ever notice this seeming contradiction and try to come up with an appropriate answer?  What went wrong?  

· Wrapping up

· Who is Jesus?  

· What do you learn about living a Christian life in the modern society from tonight’s study?  What are the specific applications?  
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