Matthew 13, Kingdom of Heaven, 2/5/2010

· Opening

· Remember the fable “The Boy Who Cried Wolf”?  Why would one tell a child this story?  
· Do you use analogies often in your conversation?  Why would you use analogies in those occasions?  Have you ever tried to explain to a child how electricity works?   Where did you start?  
· Remember the story of the blind and the elephant?  None of the blind people got a correct sense of what the elephant looks like because they can only feel part of the animal.  Now, what if they collectively combine all their understanding?  Will better knowledge be possible?  
· Based on the above, how would you describe the kingdom of heaven?  
· Last week we studied who Jesus was, centering on the sensitive issues of what were lawful to do on the Sabbath, by what authority Jesus cast out demons, and then whether God would answer people’s request for a sign from heaven.  Tonight, we shall concentrate on the kingdom of heaven, and examine it from several perspectives.  Do you want to learn more about the kingdom of heaven and be part of it?  

· The Parable of the Sower (13:1-23) 
· Read Matthew 13:1-9.  
· Have you ever planted something?  Sown seed?  

· Jesus talked about sowing seed.  There are four cases: 

· Seed fell along the path – Trampled by people and eaten by birds.

· Seed fell on rock – Withered because they had no moisture.

· Seed fell among thorns – Choked by the thorns.

· Seed fell on good soil – Came up and yielded a crop.  

· Without reading further, how much would you get out of this parable?  
· Jesus' explanation of the parable:  

· Seed: Word of God.  

· Seed fell along the path – Refuse the word.  Devil comes and takes away the word.  
· Seed fell on rock – Receive the word with joy but have no root.  In the time of testing they fall away.  
· Seed fell among thorns – They are choked by life’s worries, riches, and pleasures, and do not mature.  Riches and pleasures – Aren’t they good?  How could they choke the word of God?  
· Seed fell on good soil – They retain the word, and by perseverance produce a crop.  

· How would you compare these four cases?  
· Don’t they show a trend of progress from one to the next?  Total refusal ( temporary acceptance ( weak growth ( good crop.  

· At the end, which one produces a crop?  Only the last one.  Those half-hearted progresses of the first three are not real progress.  There is no mid-way in-between saved and not saved; it is either 0% or 100%.  

· This would also serve as a specific example for v.12.  

· What are the problems for the first three cases?  Stubborn heart, persecution and suffering, distraction and greediness.  Do they exist in our daily lives?  Which ones are difficult to deal with?  
· Why did Jesus present things in parables?  

· Easy to understand by the ordinary who were the majority of the audience at that time, but deep enough to have multiple levels of meaning for those who seek to understand.  
· The first Bible parable is what the prophet Nathan told King David (2 Samuel 12:1-14).  The easily understood story led David to a conviction and to pronounce judgment on the story before he learned that it contained his situation.  At that point his heart for God’s will was exposed.  Would him accept this self-judgment and turn to God or would he be hardened and refuse to learn and to change?  Many of Jesus’ parables had this quality and reveal to those who want to learn and do God’s kingdom will (the disciples) and exposed others who were hardened by the story or parable.  Pastor Yoakum.  

· But the main reason is v.11-15.  From earlier chapters we can see that there probably were three different types of people in audience surrounding Jesus: 
1. The hostile Pharisees and teachers of law who were there to spying on Jesus.  
2. Those who sought physical healing or Messiah as a secular king.  
3. Those were thirty for God and his righteousness.  
Using parable is the best way to pass the message on to the true seekers without generating unnecessary argument or dissension.  
· There are concepts of “positive feedback” and “negative feedback” in the field of engineering.  Do you think that the nature is a positive or negative feedback system?  How about human society?  How about one’s own development?  
· V.12 “Whoever has will be given more.  Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”  
· This is the famous “Mathew's Effect.”  Why so?  

· This is “positive feedback” as opposed to “negative feedback” in our daily life.  We need to take a proactive attitude toward Jesus’ teaching and toward God’s words.  

· Similar to what we learned last time, “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.”  There is no third choice, or the third choice is deceiving and non-existing.  

· V.14 “Be ever hearing, but never understanding; .. and turn and be healed.”
· This quotation from Isaiah 6:9 does not express a desire that some would not understand, but simply states the sad truth that those who are not willing to receive Jesus’ message will find the truth hidden from them.  Their ultimate fate is implied in 13:14-15.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What if Jesus did plainly tell the message to them?  “They may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.”  (Matt 7:6)

· Did God really hide his intentions?   No.  “Many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”  (v. 17)
· The words were made public through the apostle’s later ministry and the Scripture of Bible to all the people.  
· We are even more blessed than the prophets!  
· Discussion

· What does this parable tell us about the Kingdom of God?  The Kingdom is sowed by God, and only those with a heart of “good soil” will inherit it.  
· What kind of soil are you?  The four cases discussed above are progressive in nature, and in fact, many times we are bouncing between two or even among three of them.    

· How to become the good soil?  First of all it is by the work of Holy Spirit, a gift of God.  However, that does not mean we should do nothing: Jesus did encourage us to open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts – “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  Are we doing our part?  
· The Parable of the Weed (13:24-30 and 36-43) 
· V. 25

· Weed.  Probably darnel, which looks very much like wheat while it is young, but can later be distinguished.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This parable does not refer to unbelievers in the professing church.  The field is the world (v. 38).  Thus in this world the people of the kingdom live side by side with the people of the evil one.  NIV Study Bible.  

· V. 30.  

· Harvest.  The final judgment.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Since harvest is not now, we still have a chance to turn to God until we die.  

· As Christians, we need to live a life worthy to be called Christians and produce fruit.  

· V. 41.  The Son of Man will send out his angels.  The final decision belongs to God, not you or me or the pastor, the court, the governor, or the president.  

· V. 42.  Fiery furnace.  Often mentioned in connection with the final judgment in apocalyptic literature.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What is the theme of this parable?  Wheat vs. weed.  They look very alike in appearance at their early stage of life.  But difference starts to show up by time of bearing fruit – one bears plenty and one bears little.  
· Discussion

· What does this parable tell us about the Kingdom of God?  The ones with or without true life from God may look alike and live together; but the final judgment will come to sort them out and only keep the truly saved in the Kingdom.  
· This parable also partly explained why evil things and bad people are allowed to exist in this world.  

· The Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast (13:31-35) (See also Luke 13:18-21 and Mark 4:30-32)
· Picture what happened.  What is the kingdom of God like?  Mustard seed and the yeast.  What do they mean?  Implications?  

· Although the kingdom of heaven seems to have an insignificant beginning, it will eventually spread throughout the world.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The effects and the speed can be far greater than what one could imagine.  

· Jesus uses the metaphor of leaven, which usually has a negative connotation in Scripture (cf. 16:6; 1 Cor. 5:6–7), to symbolize the positive, hidden permeation of the kingdom of heaven in this world.  The kingdom is indeed active though not fully visible to the world, because it begins with an inner transformation of the heart.  ESV Study Bible.  
· It is important that we have faith in God and react to His words as discussed previously.  But how could our faith grow that big (30x, 60x, 100x)?  What should we do to achieve that?  This parable assures us that we don’t need to worry about that.  It’s God’s work that makes us grow.  Come to God and to Jesus, and be in them.  The Holy Spirit will then be among us and lead us to all the truth (John 16:13-15).  This starts small, but with proper care, it will grow big.  We wouldn’t know how our faith grows, just as Jesus pointed out in John 3 with the metaphor that “the holy spirit is like wind.”  All we need to do is submitting ourselves thoroughly to God to let His work come through, not by our own intelligence or determination.  
· Discussions.  
· What do these two parables tell us about the Kingdom of God?  Though it may appear humble at the beginning, the Kingdom of God has a vigorous life inside.  
· The Parable of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl (13:44-46) 
· These two parables in vv. 44-46 teach the same truth: The kingdom is of such a great value that one should be willing to give up all one has in order to have it.  Jesus however did not imply that one can purchase the kingdom with money or good deeds.  NIV Study Bible.  

· V. 44.  Treasure hidden in a field.  In ancient times it was common to hide treasure in the ground since there were no banks – though there were bankers (25:27).  NIV Study Bible.  
· These parables emphasize the supreme value of the hidden treasure (the kingdom of heaven), which is worth far more than any sacrifice one could make to acquire it (sells all that he has).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· What do these two parables tell us about the Kingdom of God?  It is of great value and one should appreciate this precious gift of God.  
· The Parable of the Net and the Owner of a House (13:47-52) 
· The parable of the net (13:47-51) teaches the same general lesson as the parable of the weeds: There will be a final separation of the righteous and the wicked.  The parable of the weeds also emphasizes that we are not to try to make such a separation now.  That is entirely the Lord’s business.  NIV Study Bible.  

· V 52.  Teachers of the law should be familiar with the old treasures – the OT and God’s creation and promises.  Once they were instructed about the kingdom of heaven, they would know the new treasures – salvation through Jesus and the final judgment.  They should therefore “bring out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old,” and lead people to God.  

· Discussions.  

· What do these two parables each tell us about the Kingdom of God?  The final judgment and that the Kingdom of God is not something new to this world, it has long been predicted in the Old Testament.  

· A Prophet without Honor (13:53-58) (See also Mark 6:1-6)
· Is it true that monks from afar are better preachers then local monks, and the moon in the States is rounder and brighter than the moon in China?  

· Picture what happened.  Jesus went back to his hometown with his disciples.  Many were “amazed.”  However, people questioned his authority and did not really believe in him.  Then Jesus left.  

· Were people of his hometown really “amazed” at Jesus?  Why did people question Jesus’ authority?  What did Jesus do then?  What were the things that he didn’t do?  

· Why didn’t Jesus perform any miracles there except laying his hands on a few sick people and healing them?  It was not that Jesus did not have power to perform miracles there, but that he chose not to in such a climate of unbelief.  (NIV Study Bible)

· Discussions.  

· Do you see any correlation between people’s reaction here and what Jesus preached at the beginning of the chapter?  

· Wrapping up

· Jesus used many parables in this chapter, long or short, to describe different aspects of the Kingdome of God.  What is the Kingdom of God in your understanding?  
· In the Bible, kingdom means rule or reign, not a territory.  So the Kingdom of God is the rule or reign of God.  We speak of three kingdoms or ways of ruling: His kingdom or reign of power (this is operative now), of grace (or the Holy Spirit, this is his acting on our hearts through the Word), and of glory (when he comes again).  Pastor Secker.  
· Do you want to be part of the kingdom of heaven?  

· If you are going out today to tell people about the Kingdom of God, what kind of parable would you use?  
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