Matthew 26, The Lamb of God, 6/9/2010

· Opening

· Do you buy flowers for your beloved one?  When?  Is that a waste of money?  Or would you prefer some other gifts of more practical values?  

· Have you ever been betrayed by a close friend?  How did you feel?  Share your experience.  

· From the discussions of the past few weeks, we know that Jesus predicted his death several times.  Who were involved in the plot against him?  Why?  Would Jesus still die if these people hadn’t been born?  

· Tonight, we shall study the last few days of Jesus’ life on earth, including the plot against him, the Lord’s Supper, Prayers at Gethsemane, Jesus’ arrest and trial, and Peter’s disown of Jesus three times.  With very limited time, we will not get into the details but focus on the central theme – Jesus is the Lamb of God, supported by actions and reactions of others.  Read Matthew 26.  

· The Plot Against Jesus and Jesus Anointed at Bethany(26:1-16) 
· Passover.  See Exodus 12.  It means two things – the historic event and its later recurrent institutional commemoration.  The conjoined prohibition of leaven symbolizes the haste of the unforgettable night in Egypt, and the dedication of the first born is a later statutory offering of thanksgiving for God’s wondrous deliverance.  The New Bible Dictionary.  

· V.1~2: This is the fourth time that Jesus predicted his death. The time is much closer now and the prediction has become more specific.

· Why did the chief priests and the elders of the people want to kill Jesus?  When did they want to carry this out and why?  

· “Not during the feast, or the people may riot.”  
· What actually happened?  The Last Supper was Thursday evening (or the Jewish Friday since a Jewish day began at sun down), and Jesus was arrested that evening after praying at Gethsemane.  He was then crucified the next day (or the same Jewish day), the Passover Friday, during the feast.  

· Why did that happen at the Passover?  It really didn’t matter what the chief priests and the elders of the people said or did or what Judas did.  Jesus was slain as the Passover lamb fulfilling his sacrifice for all of us.  
· Whose words really counted?  God or the Jewish leaders?  Was this a coincident or the power of God working at a high level?  
· Jesus predicted his death for many times, who actually listened? One of the twelve disciples?  No, a woman.  
· With the above timeframe in mind, the woman’s anointing Jesus at the house of Simon the Leper was indeed preparing for his burial, and her action seemed to be inspired from on high or out of her deep love and respect for Jesus.  This is in sharp contrast to the disciples’ disgruntling about her and their actions, including Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial.  

· Who was that woman?  Mary of Bethany, the sister of Martha and Lazarus (from John 12:3).  

· Alabaster jar.  A sealed flask with a long neck that was broken off when the contents were used and that contained enough ointment for one application.  Nard.  A perfume made from the aromatic oil extracted from the root of a plant grown chiefly in India.  Expensive, worth more than a year’s wages (NIV Study Bible, Mark 14:5).  

· Did those disgruntled disciples really want to sell the perfume and give the money to the poor?  Not necessarily.  John 12:4 implies that Judas was the main objector, while Mark 14:4 says “some” of the disciples.  
· Although this event might happen a few days earlier as recorded in the Gospel of John, her deed was amazing.  Historically there were two situations where anointment was used: in an inauguration of holiness or in a burial.  Jesus is the “Anointed One” (Messiah), but the latter meaning fits the circumstance even better.  Mary might not understand the full meaning of her action from a retrospect point of view, but she surely sensed something huge was going to happen. 

· Mary had been very keen on Jesus’ words.  Luke 10:38-42.  “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”  It seemed that Mary took Jesus’ words to her heart, including the prediction of his death, but others did not do as much.

· Why did Judas betray Jesus?  For the money?  Did he really understand Jesus’ teaching and that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, and the Son of God?  

· John 12:6 suggests that money was a factor in Judas’ betrayal – He was a thief, and was taking what he wanted from the money bag.  
· Judas was to receive thirty silver coins for his betrayal of Jesus.  This happens to be the same amount of money of the perfume (John 12:5).  
· Discussion.  

· Are we sensitive to God’s words like Maria did?  

· The Last Supper (26:17-30) 
· Picture what happened.  Preparation for the Lord’s Supper ~ the Passover dinner taking place on Thursday night; Jesus’ prediction of the betrayal and the apostles’ reactions; and the breaking of bread and the drinking of the cup.  

· Passover lamb Mark 14:12.  The tradition from the first Passover: one year old male without defect to be roasted over the fire and to be eaten along with bitter herbs and bread made without yeast (Ex 12:1-16).  Symbolizing Jesus’ death on the cross for all of us as a sacrificial lamb.  
· What happened during this Passover dinner?  Why did Jesus raise the betrayal issue?  Was Jesus clear enough in identifying the betrayer in verses 23 and 25?  Yes.  Did other disciples found out who the betrayer was?  No.  Why not?  
· Jesus was able to tell Judas what was in his mind.  Why did Judas continue to carry out his plot nonetheless?  Was it his foolishness or stubbornness, or was he already at a stage of no return from his own perspective?  Do we sometimes share that experience?  
· The role of Judas: 

· Was Jesus’ suffering and death caused by Judas?  Yes or no.  Would Jesus die on the cross if Judas had not been born?  Yes.  This is the major part of God’s salvation plan.  “The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him” (V. 24).  
· Woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man.  Jesus would fulfill prophecy and go as it had been decreed, but this does not lessen the guilt of the one who betrayed Him.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Institution of the Lord’s Supper.  Breaking the bread and drinking the cup symbolize Jesus’ body and blood poured out for many.  He was the true sacrificial lamb of the Passover, and we now use the bread and the cup to continue remembering Him.  “This is my blood of the covenant” – a new covenant was established for God’s people.  (This is also where the name “New Testament” was from.)  What is exactly the covenant?  Do you also feel the calling from Jesus?  
· Now the Lord’s Supper is celebrated in churches around the world, and at SCCC first Sunday of each month.  Meanings?  Co 11:23-34:

· In remembrance of Jesus, and proclaiming his death until he comes.  

· 1 Corinthians 11:27: “Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.”  Therefore we need to examine ourselves before we eat the bread and drink the cup.

· Discussion.  

· Judas’ action may sound beyond comprehension in our eyes.  However, are we many times behaving like Judas?  

· Gethsemane (26:31-46) 
· Jesus was on his way to the cross as the sacrificial lamb.  With just a few hours to live, what did he do?  Encourage his disciples and pray.  What would happen to his disciples?  “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered,” Zech 13:7.  

· What did Peter say?  How about other disciples?  What did actually happen?  Why?  

· What did Jesus say?  “This very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”  Also, “but when I have risen, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”  Jesus foretold his resurrection, and showed his care for the disciples and people of the world.  The disciples re-gained courage and served the Lord in a new capacity.  

· Whose words really counted?  God or the disciples?  Was this a coincident or the power of God working at a high level?  

· Gethsemane.  A garden or orchard on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives, one of Jesus’ favorite places.  The name is Hebrew and means “oil press,” i.e., a place for squeezing the oil from olives.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Why did Jesus ask the disciples to keep watch?  A major event was about to happen as Jesus had told them.  What should they pray?  Should they pray for Jesus and for themselves?  

· Why did Jesus pray that “May this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as you will”?    

· This cup.  The chalice of death and of God’s wrath that Jesus took from the Father’s hand in fulfillment of his mission.  What Jesus dreaded was not death as such, but the manner of his death as the one who was taking the sin of mankind upon himself.  NIV Study Bible.  His death and resurrection would complete God’s salvation plan.

· One may assume crucifixion was not an as painful thing to Jesus because he has super-natural power.  Jesus’ prayer clearly indicated that was not the case.  

· “Not as I will.”  As one who had taken upon himself a complete human nature, it was natural for Jesus to shrink from the horror of the cross, a horror magnified by his knowledge that in dying he would be forsaken by God and experience the weight of divine anger on sin.  Nevertheless, Jesus is determined to follow the will of His Father.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Why were the disciples’ eyes heavy?  Was the food too good at the Last Supper?  Was the time too late?  Was the day too long or were they too tired?  Did they truly understand the significance and urgency of the situation?  This seems to be in full contrast with what Mary did when she anointed Jesus on the head with perfume.  

· “Drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”  The messianic banquet (cf. 8:11; Rev. 19:9).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  

· Jesus taught us how to pray in Matthew 6.  While the teaching there tells us the focus of our prayer, his prayer in Gethsemane give us an example of the right attitude when praying to God.  
· Did you recognize the key events when they happened in your life?  What did you do?  Examples?  
· Jesus Arrested and Before the Sanhedrin (26:47-68) (See also Mark 14:43-65 and Luke 22:47-53)
· Judas led an armed crowd to arrest Jesus; the kiss of death; one of the disciples cut off an ear of the servant of the high priest; and everyone deserted Jesus and fled.  Then they took Jesus to the house of the high priest, and Peter followed.  The trial there: accusations couldn’t agree, silence on the part of Jesus, confirmation of the statement by the high priest “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” and the crime of blasphemy.  Harsh treatment.  When did all these happen?  Thursday night/Friday morning.  

· Crowd armed with swords and clubs.  Auxiliary police or servants of the court assigned to the task of maintaining public order beyond the precincts of the temple.  The fact that some carried clubs suggests that they were conscripted at the last moment.  NIV Study Bible.

· Who cut off an ear of the servant of the high priest?  Peter; and the servant’s name was Malchus (John 18:10).  Jesus then “touched the man’s ear and healed him” (Luke 22:51).  
· “Am I leading a rebellion?”  How did the Jewish religious leaders view Jesus?  Why did they send the armed crowd to arrest Jesus?  

· The Jewish leaders believed that their religious, economic, and possibly political positions and statues were threatened.  Perhaps more importantly, they would never think that the Messiah would come from Galilee, of that low statue, and not from their own “band of brothers.”  

· John 18:14, “Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people.”  This was indeed what happened as God planned – one man died for the people, as a sacrificial Lamb of God.  
· Why would this happen in the mid of the feast contrary to what they said earlier in v. 5?  Timing was under God’s control.  

· “But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.”  Their scheme had been predicted in the Scriptures of the prophets (cf. esp. Psalm 22; Isaiah 53; Zechariah 12–13).  ESP Study Bible.  

· What happened to the disciples?  They deserted him and fled.  How about Peter?  He also ran away, however, he later did come back.  

· Jesus’ trial took place in two stages: A Jewish trial and a Roman trial, each of which had three episodes.  For the Jewish trial there were: (1) the preliminary hearing before Annas, the former high priest (John 18:12-14, 19-23); (2) the trial before Caiaphas, the ruling high priest and son-in-law of Annas, and the Sanhedrin (Mark 14:53-65); and (3) the final action of the council, which terminated its all-night session (Mark 15:1).  The three episodes of the Roman trial were: (1) the trial before Pilate (Mark 15:2-5); (2) the trial before Herod Antipas (only in Luke 23:6-12); and (3) the trial before Pilate continued (Mark 15:6-15).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Sanhedrin.  The high court of the Jews.  In NT times it was made up of three kinds of members: chief priests, elders, and teachers of the law.  Its total membership numbered 71, including the high priest, who was presiding officer.  Under Roman jurisdiction the Sanhedrin was given a great deal of authority, but they could not impose capital punishment.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.  According to Dt. 19:15 a person could not be convicted unless two or more witnesses gave testimony, assuming that their testimonies agreed.  
· These trials were full of errors and irregularities, with the principles of justice subordinated to expediency and politics.  

· Q&A.      

· How did Jesus respond to the accusations?  Remain silent.  Because it was not a fair trials from the beginning, and the judge did not care about the true.  This was also to fulfill the prophesy in Isa 53:7.  “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to be slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.”  
· Which question did Jesus respond?  When asked about his Messiah status, he responded because he is the Son of God and that is the center pillar of his message to this world.  
· The sin of blasphemy not only involved reviling the name of God but also included any affront to his majesty or authority.  Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah and, in fact, to have majesty and authority belonging only to God was therefore regarded by Caiaphas as blasphemy, for which the Mosaic Law prescribed death by stoning (Lev 24:15-16).  NIV Study Bible.  “If anyone curses his God, he will be held responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of the Lord must be put to death.  The entire assembly must stone him.”  
· The high priest was very right to ask about a statement that Jesus did make and to recognize that Son of God was equal to God in his glory.  However, he never thought: “What if the answer given by Jesus was true?”

· It seems that the high priest was happy to find “blasphemy” to accuse Jesus.  However, he and others were committing a much bigger sin – they sentenced the Son of God to death.  

· Discussion.  

· Do you have the experience of being accused of things that you did not do or crimes that you did not commit?  What did you do then?  What was the final outcome?  

· If you were one of the disciples there, what would you do when Jesus was arrested?  

· If you were a member of the Sanhedrin, what would you do?  

· Peter Disowns Jesus (26:69-75) (See also Mark 14:66-72 and Luke 22:55-62)
· Picture what happened.  Peter disowned Jesus three times.  The rooster crowed, and Peter went out and wept bitterly.  

· All four gospels say that the first challenge came from a servant girl, but the second varied from the same girl (Mark 14:69), a different girl (Matt. 26:71), or a man (Luke 22:58).  Servants were around a fire in a courtyard; a challenge from any of them would be taken up by the others and there would have been several voices challenging Peter.  The threefold denial fulfills the prediction of v. 31.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· In Luke 22, “The Lord .. looked straight at Peter.”  

· Discussion: 

· Peter’s actions changed from boasting to fighting, to fleeing, then to denying.  It has the humane impulse and the humane weakness.  Do we very often behave like him?  
· To be a Christian, should we rely on our own strength?  Or is this a change of life?  Do you have the experience of denying Jesus?  How should we serve the Lord in the Bible Study and in the church?  

· Wrapping up

· The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.  Do you have this experience?  What to do then?  

· Jesus is called the Lamb of God.  Besides the time co-incidence, what other correspondences do you think between him and the lamb of Passover in the Old Testament?  What do we learn about God and his plan to human from this?

· Special prayer requests?  
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