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· Opening

· What do you think about divorce?  Should people be allowed to divorce?  Under what conditions and why?  Should Tiger Woods’ wife seek divorce?  
· People want to have eternal life, including the ancient emperor of the Qin Dynasty.  Do you want to have eternal life?  How to get it?  To be a “good” person?  What is your standard?  What is God’s standard?  Should Bill Gates have eternal life?  
· Is moving to a different place to live an easy task for you, especially for those who are married and have children (and have a basement)?  How was then when you first came to the States?  How about now?  

· In Matthew 17, we studied the preparation for the road to the cross: Jesus’ transfiguration on a mountain, and the faith of the disciples and their contemporaries when facing difficulties.  The focus was on our relationship with God.  In Matthew 18, we studied what the proper relationship should be among people – who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven and the parable of the unmerciful servant.  Tonight, we shall continue our study the relationship, in particular, between husband and wife, and then come back to the relationship between a person and God.  These are old topics but have new meaning in today’s society.  What to find out more?  Read the Bible Matthew 19.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· Divorce (19:1-12) 
·  What was the question raised by the Pharisees and why the question?  

· The question of the Pharisees was hostile.  It was for unlawful divorce and remarriage that John the Baptist denounced Herod Antipas and Herodias, and this rebuke cost him first imprisonment and then his life.  Jesus was now within Herod’ jurisdiction, and the Pharisees may have hoped that Jesus’ reply would cause the tetrarch to seize him as he had John.  NIV Study Bible.  

· How did Jesus answer the question?  

· Jesus skipped Moses’ law, and go directly to God’s original intention for marriage: What is marriage?  

· Ge 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  2:18 “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”  2:24 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  

· The answer: “Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”  Divorce is “not the way from the beginning.”  
· The Pharisees counter backed with Moses’ law: divorce is allowed.  

· What do the Ten Commandments teach about marriage?  “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant.”  Ex 21:14-17.  
· Moses’ law on divorce: Dt 24:1.  If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house.  
· There were two schools of Shammai and Hillel over the interpretation of Dt 24:1-4.  Shammai held that ‘something indecent’ meant ‘marital unfaithfulness’ – the only allowable cause for divorce.  Hillel emphasized the preceding clause, ‘who becomes displeasing to him.’  He would allow a man to divorce his wife if she did anything he disliked – even if she burned his food while cooking it.  Jesus clearly took the side of Shammai, but only after first pointing back to God’s original idea of marriage in Ge 1:27; 2:24.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Is verse 9 too strict?  Also, does adultery always lead to divorce?  
· Verse 9 is not so strict if we truly understand the meaning of versus 5~6.  Husband and wife should genuinely work on the marriage.  
· Why is adultery an exception?  Because adultery has compromised the core of marriage - “one flesh” and the associated love and trust.   Therefore God permits but not commands divorce under this circumstance.  
· Why did the disciples conclude that “it is better not to marry”?  What was Jesus’ answer?  
· It seems that it would be very difficult to follow Jesus’ teaching on divorce.  Therefore it could be better not to marry.  
· Jesus points out that celibacy is something given by God, not something at man’s dispose.  

· Are you aware of sex abuse scandals in Roman Catholic Churches?  What were the causes?  

· Discussion.  

· Someone said that marriage is like a besieged city, those who are outside want to get in, and those who are inside want to get out.  Is that true?  Do you know of marriages that are like “chicken ribs,” tasteless but pitiful to throw away?  If marriage is so tough (v.10) and yet most people cannot avoid it (v.11), how could we have a joyous and fruitful marriage?  Any thought from verse 5?  
· Pastor Secker: Divorce is always contrary to God’s intention and is a sin and should be resisted with every means possible.  But marriages occur that should never occur and some marriages cannot be held together no matter what is tried.  In those situations, people will want to get divorce and many will want to remarry.  They can do that according to state laws.  If the Church bans them from Communion and declare that their new marriage is not a marriage but an adulterous relationship, many will simply follow the state laws and leave the church, along with their children if they have any.  So if a divorced person (whether I counseled with him or her prior to the divorce or not) comes to me and asks me if I will perform his or her marriage to someone else, this is what I do: I teach him or her what Jesus tells us about marriage and what happens in it and how he condemns divorce for any reason.  Then I ask if it is possible for him or her to reunite with his or her former spouse (often he or she is already re-married, making this impossible).  I also ask about what efforts he or she put forth to make the first marriage last (counseling, etc.).  If I am convinced that a remarriage is not possible, then I ask if he or she confesses that they were at least in part responsible for the divorce (ask them to be specific about how), repent, and promise with the help of God to amend his or her life and not let this happen again.  If he or she puts all of the blame on his or her former spouse (as many do), I refuse to perform the marriage.  But if I believe that he or she is truly repentant and do not want to let this happen again, I absolve them in accord with John 20:23, and do consent to perform their marriage.  
· The Little Children and Jesus (19:13-15)  
· Why does the kingdom of heaven belong to such as little children?  

· With total dependence, full trust, openness and complete sincerity.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The point of comparison is the usual openness and receptivity of children.  The kingdom of God must be received as a gift; it cannot be achieved by human effort.  It may be entered only by those who know they are helpless, without claim or merit.  NIV Study Bible.  Also, willingness to ask, strong faith, no prejudice, and not afraid to “lose face.”  
· Discussion.  

· How should we bring a child before God?  
· The Rich Young Man (19:16-30)  
· The question.  

· “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  The man assumed that his deeds would bring his soul to eternal life.  Reformation Study Bible.  Is there anything that we could or should do to inherit eternal life?  If so, what is it?  Note that the young man tried very hard to BE GOOD since he was a boy, and believed that by doing so, he could earn righteousness to merit eternal life.  This was the starting point of his question.  Is this idea wrong?  Not wrong in the worldly view, but wrong in seeking the kingdom of God.  Why?  As mentioned above, “The kingdom of God must be received as a gift; it cannot be achieved by human effort.”  
· What was Jesus’ answer?  What are the Ten Commandments?  Which commandments did Jesus cite?  Why?  
· The first four are our relationship to God, and the remaining six are our attitude toward people.  
· Jesus only mentioned the latter six.  Why?  
· The first four will be addressed in the request that follows.  

· Why did Jesus raise such a request?  Had he previously requested the same for other followers, including the apostles?  
· Is this demand really a matter about money, about helping the poor, or about one’s relation with God?  
· Jesus recognized the man’s earnestness.  His response was not intended to shame him by exposing failure to understand the spiritual depth of the commandments but was an expression of genuine love.  The young man’s primary problem was his wealth, and therefore Jesus’ prescription was to rid him of it.  There is no indication that Jesus’ command to him was meant for all Christian.  It applies only to those who have the same spiritual problem.  The gift of life, or salvation, is not to be earned by self-denial or giving of one’s material goods but is to be received by following Jesus.  In giving away his wealth, the young man would have removed the obstacle that kept him from trusting in Jesus.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Sell all.  This challenge revealed that the young man had not really understood the commandments.  When he was faced with the choice, it became clear that his possessions came before God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Follow me.  This is the second challenge.  The rich ruler will need to give up his position or his power, and this is again difficult for him.  This also indicates Jesus’ position – He is God.  
· The wealthy are tempted to rely on earthly things, together with those whose wealth is achievement in intellectual, artistic, or other fields.  Great achievers often find it difficult to rely wholly on the mercy of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· What was the reaction of the rich young man?  If the rich with all their advantages cannot easily be saved, who can be?  
· The tragic decision to turn away reflected a greater love for his possession than for eternal life.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Salvation, for rich or poor, is always the gift of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· 19:23-24.  The camel was the largest animal found in Palestine.  The vivid contrast between the largest animal and the smallest opening represent what, humanly speaking, is impossible.  However, the salvation is totally the work of God.  Every attempt to enter the kingdom on the basis of achievement or merit is futile.  Apart form the grace of God, no one can be saved.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Obviously, the disciples recognized that Jesus was not just referring to being rich here, which was not an issue for most of them, but instead to give up those “precious” things in your life.  That IS difficult.  However, Jesus pointed out that there is a way.  
· Disciple’s follow-up question and Jesus’ answer.  

· What did Peter expect Jesus to respond when he said “We have left all we have to follow you”?  
· Jesus’ answer to Peter means that God’s gifts surpass anything we can give up for him.  It does not mean that we can make sacrifices as a means of getting a better award.  Reformation Study Bible.  The latter can be understood from Luke 17:10 and Jesus’ predicting his death.  The road to the cross is not rosy, and, the disciples still couldn’t fully grasp the true meaning of salvation at that point of time.  

· The life of discipleship is a combination of promise and persecution, blessing and suffering.  God takes nothing from a Christian without making multiplied restoration in a new and glorious form.  Paradoxically, fellowship with other believers develops most deeply in persecution.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 19:30.  “Many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.”  Why did Jesus say this?  
· A warning against pride in sacrificial accomplishments such as Peter had manifested in V. 27.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Philippians 3:12-14.  “But I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead.  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  

· Discussions.  
· We are not as rich as the young man, however, is there also something in your life that is hard to let go?  Wealth?  Power?  Fame?  Pleasure of life?  Family and children?  Physical health?  Are you willing to forsake them in order to follow Jesus?  It is truly difficult to “deny yourself.”  However, there is one way and only way: with the help of God.  
· As a co-worker, what do you expect from God for your faithfulness in Him?  “We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”  Luke 17:10.  
· Wrapping up

· For those who haven’t married yet, what is your dream marriage?  Have you already identified the partner?  Best wishes.  For those who are married, how would you rate your marriage on a scale of 0 to 10?  Joyous, volatile, hostile, or like chicken ribs?  How to improve your marriage?  
· Do you want to have eternal life?  What are your most difficult challenges in front of you, whether you are a Christian or a seeker?  Let us pray that God would help us overcome these challenges.  
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