Matthew 16, Who is Jesus? 3/5/2010
· Opening

· What do you think of the earthquake in Chile last week?  How does it compare to the earthquake in Haiti not long ago?  Could the frequent large earthquakes be a sign from heaven?  

· Do you watch weather forecast on TV?  Before the existence of modern weather forecast, how did people foresee weather changes?  Do you know one or two such tricks in China?  Do they work?  Will they work if you don’t believe in them?  
· Are there differences between being smart and being wise?  
· Last week, we studied Jewish traditions vs. God’s words, and examined God’s salvation for Jews and for gentiles.  We then briefly talked about another miracle of Jesus feeding 4000 men.  Tonight we shall continue pursuing the question of who Jesus is – from the perspectives of the Jewish people there and the apostles, and in particular Peter; and these then lead to Jesus’ talking about the road to the cross – Why needed?  Who is Jesus?  Read the Bible Matthew 16.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Demand for a Sign (16:1-4) 
· Pharisees and Sadducees came and asked Jesus for a sign from heaven, but Jesus questioned why they couldn’t interpret the signs of the times and rejected their request – except for the sign of Jonah.  

· Pharisees and Sadducees asked Jesus for a sign   
· What is a “sign”?  A super-natural deed, a miracle, or a signal from God?  

· Why are signs in the Bible?  For a show or to reveal God’s will?  

· Had the Pharisees and Sadducees seen signs by Jesus before?  Why asked again?  Was it a quiz or were they looking for a proof of Jesus’ legitimacy?  Did they really need to see more signs to believe in Jesus?

· What was wrong here?  Man listening to God vs. man judging God?  

· Jesus answered their question by raising another question – How come that they couldn’t interpret the signs of the times – Matthew 24?  This indirectly pointed to Matthew 13:11-17 and what Isaiah said about people of this world.  

· The sign of Jonah.  See Matthew 12:39 and 40 and the Book Johan.  Jonah’s being rescued by God was a sign to the people of Nineveh that his message was from God.  Jesus’ death and resurrection will likewise be God’s sign to the present generation.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion

· Are you wise enough to see the signs of the times?  

· If you are not a Christian yet, are you waiting for a miraculous sign so as to believe in Jesus?  Would you believe in Jesus then if you do see a sign from heaven?  Excuses?  
· If you are a Christian already, did you accept the faith because of a sign from heaven?  If not, how did you become a Christian?  
· Recall that God’s first work in the New Testament was to send John the Baptist to “prepare people’s hearts,” not to stunt the people with a series of miracles.  In fact, John the Baptist never performed a miracle.  
· 1 Corinthians 1:22, “Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified; a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  

· The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees (16:5-12)
· We just saw how the Pharisees and Sadducees tested Jesus above.  How did Jesus’ disciples?  Did they understand him?  
· Yeast  
· Yeast is generally a symbol of evil or corruption.  The metaphor includes the idea of a tiny amount of yeast being able to ferment a large amount of dough.  In this context it refers to the evil disposition of both the Pharisees and Herod Antipas (Lk 23:8), who called for Jesus to produce a sign, i.e., a proof of his divine authority.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Yeast can also be used in a positive way – cf. Mt 13:33 where it is used to describe the working of the “reign” of God through Word and sacrament.  Analogically, we are to be a leaven for good in the world.  Pastor Secker.  
· Why did the disciples think that Jesus was referring to not having enough bread?  Hadn’t they just witnessed twice the feeding of thousands of people out of little food not long ago?  
· What is the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees?  

· The disciples’ reaction was unreasonable retrospectively.  However, sometime our stubbornness or lacking of faith does go beyond comprehension.  
· Discussion 
· “You of little faith” – is it a true description of us?  

· What is the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees today?  It doesn’t exist?  Yeast of a different kind?  Please share your experience.  How could we get rid of it?  
· If human nature is so faithless even for those who closely followed Jesus, how could one have the true faith to be saved?  See what Jesus commented on Peter next.  
· Peter’s Confession of Christ (16:13-20) 
· Jesus asked his disciples “Who do people say I am?”  John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets.  “What about you?”  

· Where is Caesarea Philippi?  North of Sea of Galilee.  Why did Jesus go there?  To avoid the opposition by the Jews and to secure opportunity to teach his disciples privately.  
· Why did Jesus ask such a question?  God sent Jesus to the world was not just for healing, feeding, and performing signs.  There was a major purpose: to let people know who Jesus is, as he is the way, the truth, and the life.  This is crucial back then, now, and for the generations to come.  
· The Christ.  
· Christ is a Greek word.  It is the Messiah in Hebrew, meaning the anointed one, or saver of the world, as promised by God to Abraham (Ge 22:18).  Popular Jewish ideas associated with the Christ were largely political and national.  
· This predicted deliverer (the Messiah) had been awaited for centuries.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Peter’s answer is more than a penetrating assessment; it is not a human discovery but a revelation from God.  Reformation Study Bible.  Why not?  
· Jesus is not conferring blessing so much as acknowledging Peter’s condition of being privileged to benefit from God’s personal revelation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· You are Peter, .. build my church.  This is one of the most controversial and debated passages in all of Scripture.  Roman Catholics have appealed to this passage to defend the idea that Peter was the first pope.  The key question concerns Peter’s relationship to “this rock.”  In Greek, “Peter” is Petros (“stone”), which is related to petra (“rock”).  The other NT name of Peter, Cephas (cf. John 1:42; 1 Cor. 1:12), is the Aramaic equivalent: kepha’ means “rock,” and translates in Greek as Kēphas.  “This rock” has been variously interpreted as referring to (1) Peter himself; (2) Peter’s confession; or (3) Christ and his teachings.  For several reasons, the first option is the strongest.  Jesus’ entire pronouncement is directed toward Peter, and the connecting word “and” (Gk. kai) most naturally identifies the rock with Peter himself.  But even if “this rock” refers to Peter, the question remains as to what that means.  Protestants generally have thought that it refers to Peter in his role of confessing Jesus as the Messiah, and that the other disciples would share in that role as they made a similar confession (see Eph. 2:20, where the church is built on all the apostles; cf. Rev. 21:14).  Jesus’ statement did not mean that Peter would have greater authority than the other apostles (indeed, Paul corrects him publicly in Gal. 2:11–14), nor did it mean that he would be infallible in his teaching (Jesus rebukes him in Matt. 16:23), nor did it imply anything about a special office for Peter or successors to such an office.  Certainly in the first half of Acts Peter appears as the spokesman and leader of the Jerusalem church, but he is still “sent” by other apostles to Samaria (Acts 8:14), and he has to give an account of his actions to the Jerusalem church (Acts 11:1–18).  Peter is presented as having only one voice at the Jerusalem council, and James has the decisive final word (Acts 15:7–21).  And, though Peter certainly has a central role in the establishment of the church, he disappears from the Acts narrative after Acts 16.  “Church” (Gk. ekklēsia) is used only here and in Matt. 18:17 in the Gospels.  Jesus points ahead to the time when his disciples, his family of faith (12:48–50), will be called “my church.”  Jesus will build his church, and though it is founded on the apostles and the prophets, “Christ Jesus himself [is] the cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The keys of the kingdom of heaven.  This metaphor specifies how the apostles are foundational to the church; they have been given binding and loosing powers, or “keys,” which lock and unlock doors.  The apostles open the kingdom to those who share Peter’s confession and exclude those who will not receive their testimony to Christ (10:14, 15).  Through them Jesus reveals his own word of kingdom authority.  The apostolic foundation of the church is laid in the written Word of God, the Scriptures, which are now the keys of Christ’s authority in the church (Eph. 2:20; 3:5) through the power of the Spirit (18:18).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Warn them not to tell.  The people had false notions about the Messiah and needed to be taught further before Jesus identified himself explicitly to the public.  He had a crucial schedule to keep and could not be interrupted by premature reactions.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  

· Who do your friends say Jesus is?  What about you?  Do you believe in Jesus because he is good man, a role model, a wise teacher, or because he is the Christ, our only Savior?  
· Jesus Predicts His Death (16:21-28) (See also Mark 8:31-9:1, Luke 9:22-27)
· Why should the Messiah suffer, be rejected, and be killed?  Why would he rise again after three days?  
· Why did Peter begin to rebuke Jesus?  
· “Suffering and rejection had no place in Peter’s concept of the Messiah, and he rebuked Jesus for teaching what to him seemed not only inconceivable but terribly wrong.”  NIV Study Bible.  
· Did Peter really understand Jesus’ message?  How about the mentioning of resurrection?  
· Why did Jesus call Peter “Satan”?  Because he did “not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  
· Unfortunately even Christians sometimes act in this way for what they think good for God.  This is a strong warning here.  
· Jesus moved on to point out not only he, the Christ, must suffer; his disciples should prepare to follow his suit as well.  “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  What is the cross?  
· It first refers to physical suffering including possible death, which most of the apostle later went through.  
· More importantly, it is the internal struggle of denying oneself, to depart from the way of having “the things of God, but the things of men.”  This applies to every Christian nowadays and may not be easier than physical suffering.  
· Weren’t the disciples and Christians specially chosen and blessed by God?  If so, why should they face difficulties and dangers?  What is verse 25 talking about?  Romans 6:1-14: 
· “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”

· “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin – because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”  

· “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.”

· In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.”  

· Some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.  Possibly referring to (1) Jesus’ transfiguration (17:1–8); (2) his resurrection; (3) the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost; (4) the spread of the kingdom through the preaching of the early church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  

· What does “deny ourselves” mean to us today?  
· Who do you say Jesus is?  Do you have a new understanding about being a Christian?  Would you still want to be one?  If so, is it easy to follow Jesus?  What can be done then?  
· Wrapping up

· Why do you come to the States?  Seeking knowledge and wisdom?  Seeking miracles and fortune?  The combination of the above?  What did the Jews seek at Jesus’ time?  What did the Greeks seek?  What should you seek?  What is the Yeast of the Pharisees in today’s society?  

· Regarding to the earthquake in Chile, what signs do you read from it beyond a natural disaster?  Large and frequent earthquakes, major wars, epidemics, … are they all reminders of the limited time the world has?  
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