Matthew 11, Jesus, John the Baptist, and that Generation, 1/15/2010

· Opening

· Remember the movie “Terminator II”?  How was the life of the people in that movie?  How would it compare to the life of Jewish people in the time of Jesus?  What were the people waiting for?  A savior.  Politically, militarily, or economically?  How about you?  Are you looking for a savior?  Of what kind?  
· Where did you receive teachings on the faith?  A pastor, Sunday school teacher, spiritual senior, or another person whom you respect?  What if one day you find a flaw in his spiritual or personal life?  How would you view him from that point on?  How about the faith he taught you and your own spiritual journey?  
· Some people refrained from coming to the church because church makes them feel even worse about themselves.  What is wrong here?  

· Last week we studied how Jesus sent out the twelve apostles, and how he encouraged as well as warned them.  His message is still very much to the point today.  For tonight, do you remember John the Baptist?  Who was he?  When did we study him and in what context?  What happened to him afterward?  He was in prison, and sent his disciples to ask Jesus about who Jesus was.  We shall study how Jesus answered the question, and commented on John, people of that generation, and finally who Jesus was and why we should trust him.  Read the Bible Matthew 11.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· Jesus, John the Baptist, and Ministry in Galilee.  Jesus responds to John the Baptist’s questions (vv. 2–6) with a mild rebuke and a glowing tribute (vv. 7–19).  He then speaks words of judgment on the unrepentant (vv. 20–24) and words of invitation to those who would find their rest in him (vv. 25–30).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Jesus and John the Baptist (11:1-19)
· John the Baptist questioned if Jesus was the Messiah.  Jesus replied by stating what he had done.  

· Where was John the Baptist at that point of time?  He was locked up in prison by Herod due to a righteous cause: pointing out King Herod’s sin.  Luke 3:19-20.  

· The one who was to come.  The Messiah.  

· Did John the Baptist know who Jesus was?  Yes.  Refer to Chapter 3, v.13~15 and John 1:29~34.  If so, why did he ask such a question?  

· John had announced the coming of the Christ and baptized Jesus, but now he himself had been languishing in prison for months, and the work of Jesus had not brought the results John apparently expected.  His disappointment was natural.  He wanted assurance – and perhaps wanted to urge Jesus to further action.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What kind of things do you expect the Savior to do in the current generation?  To us individually?  
· Was Jesus displeased when John questioned his Messiah status?  How did Jesus reply?  

· Jesus reacted very kindly to John’s messengers.  
· Verse 5: … things predicted of the Messiah in the Scriptures (See Isa 29:18-21; 35:5-6; 61:1).  Also, Jesus did not want discouragement and doubt to ensnare John.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Verse 6 – An encouragement to John.  What will be the blessing?  Among the Eight Beatitudes: “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Ch.5:10).  
· What eventually happened to John the Baptist?  He was killed by the queen’s conspiracy (Chapter 14).  
· Did he get the blessing Jesus promised?  

· Did Jesus give an explanation of the persecution that John was going through? Yes, see the last chapter (10: 22, 24, 28, 39, 40~42).  Things like these are unavoidable and we should not be afraid.  

· After John’s messengers left, Jesus praised John and confirmed his work.  

· “…Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.”  Prophet means God’s messenger. John was the greatest prophet because he delivered the most important message: testimony for Jesus as the Messiah and his salvation.  

· John was the unique prophet sent to prepare the way for Messiah.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist.”  No other man’s work has surpassed that of John the Baptist.  
· However, why did Jesus then say “yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he”?  Was not John saved and was in heaven?  
· John should be saved.  
· The above comment probably means that one’s role as a prophet is below that of a saved person through Jesus’ salvation.  Why?  Because the former is a messenger, a servant, but the latter is God’s child.  For the same reason, the Bible tells us God’s children are even above angels.  
· “For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John.”  With the revelation of Messiah and his Salvation, no more prophesy is needed from that point on.  
· “He is the Elijah who was to come.”  

· A reference to Mal 4:5, which prophesied the reappearance of Elijah before the day of the Lord.  

· For those who are willing to listen, John was the messenger who would point them to Messiah and his Salvation.  
· How was the general reaction of the people?  Were they ready to enter the gates to the kingdom?  No.  

· Played the flute.  As at a wedding.  Sang a dirge.  As at a funeral.  The latter symbolized the ministry of John, the former that of Jesus.  Though conveying similar message, their styles are almost directly opposite.  
· The people of Jesus’ “generation” were like people who refused to respond on either occasion.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Wisdom is proved right by her actions.  Apparently means that God (wisdom) had sent both John and Jesus in specific roles, and that this would be vindicated by the lasting work of both Jesus and John.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion 
· For seekers, what are you looking for when attending the Bible Study?  God, the Savior, or both?  What are you waiting for?  Understandings, feelings, believing, miracles, or all the above?  Will they definitely convince you?  

· As a Christian, have you ever invited friends to come to Friday’s Bible Study or Sunday’s worship?  What was the general response you got?  

· What can or should be done?  

· Woe on Unrepentant Cities (11:20-24) 
· Did all who heard the gospel receive Christ?  If not, what would be the consequences?  How about those who believe in Jesus?  
· Not all who heard the gospel accepted it.  
· “I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.”  Although Sodom was so sinful that God destroyed it (Ge 19:24-28; Jude 7), the people who heard the message of Jesus and his disciples were even more accountable, because they had the gospel of the kingdom preached to them.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Korazin, Bethsaida, Tyre and Sidon.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Korazin.  Mentioned in the Bible only twice (here and in Luke 10:13), it was near the Sea of Galilee, probably about two miles north of Capernaum.  

· Bethsaida.  On the northeast shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Philip the tetrarch rebuilt Bethsaida and named it Julias, after Julia, daughter of Caesar Augustus.  

· Tyre and Sidon.  Big cities on the Phoenician coast north of the Holy Land. Destroyed by Alexander the Great before the time of Jesus Christ.  
· Discussion 

· Someone says that the God in the Old Testament and the God in the New Testament are different: one is fierce and the other is more merciful.  Is that correct?  Jesus’ words here remind us that God’s justice never changes, and His judgment is always fair.  The OT and NT are never in contradiction.  
· Rest for the Weary (11:25-30) 
· Out of this indifferent generation, who will be saved then?  
· “You have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.”  V. 21.  Why?  
· It is not easy to understand and accept the gospel by ourselves.  

· These things.  Either the significance of Jesus’ miracles or of his entire mission.  

· Wise.  According to the standards of this age.  

· Little children.  Humble, obedient to authority, and little self-assuming.  
· Your good pleasure.  Since God is “Lord of heaven and earth,” he sovereignly reveals and conceals.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “All things have been committed to my by my Father.  No one knows .. chooses to reveal him.”  
· Jesus here makes extraordinary claims.  

· He claims that all things have been committed to Him.  As in Dan. 7, the Son of Man has received all power and dominion.  

· He claims that He alone knows the Father and the Father alone knows Him.  Total knowledge of the Son belongs only to the Father.  Believers “know” the Son for salvation and in a deep and satisfying way, but not completely.  NIV Study Bible.  

· He claims that His sovereignty extends to choosing those to whom he reveals a saving knowledge of God.  This idea parallels v. 25, but here it is Jesus who reveals the Father.  We cannot understand God by ourselves.  Only through Jesus that we know God.  When we learn Jesus’ teachings we know that they are from God as he is from God.  He is God.  
· Knowing God therefore is not an achievement of the believers, but a gift from God.  Because human in sin by nature will reject God’s message, it is really something to thank for that there are still people that have been or will be changed by God.  
· “All you who are weary and burdened.”  Both physically and spiritually, but more spiritually.  
· Come to me is an invitation to trust Jesus personally, not merely to believe historical facts about him.  All who labor and are heavy laden refers in the immediate context to those oppressed by the burden of religious legalism imposed on people by the scribes and Pharisees.  But the wider application is that Jesus provides “rest for your souls” (v. 29) – that is, eternal rest for all who seek forgiveness of their sins and freedom from the crushing legalistic burden and guilt of trying to earn salvation by good works.  ESV Study Bible.

· Yoke.  The wooden frame joining two animals (usually oxen) for pulling heavy loads was a metaphor for one person’s subjection to another, and a common metaphor in Judaism for the law.  The Pharisaic interpretation of the law, with its extensive list of proscriptions, had become a crushing burden (cf. 23:4) but was believed by the people to be of divine origin.  Jesus’ yoke of discipleship, on the other hand, brings rest through simple commitment to him (cf. 1 John 5:3).  ESV Study Bible.  

· The above is the way we obtain the promised rest – to take up his yoke.  Therefore a Christian’s life is not meant to be idle and free of responsibilities, but rather our goals have been changed.  In the new course that we pursue, we will find the ultimate peace and rest.  
· Discussions.  

· How can one be saved?  Humble ourselves and not to destroy the calling of the Holy Spirit.  

· Wrapping up

· Review the latest two chapters, we see the teaching on the relation between God and his servant, between God’s servants and the world, and then among God’s servants themselves.  What are the implications on you and me?  
· Are you weary or burdened?  Where can you get the relief that you have been looking for?  
· Who is Jesus?  What kind of savior is He?  Politically, militarily, or economically?  Can He save us?  How?  
· Where do we get our faith?  The beginning of this chapter said that it was from the teaching of God’s servants, who were sent by God.  By the end of this chapter, we see that it is God who enables us to accept Him.  Our faith is thus a direct work of God.  Praise the Lord!  
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