Matthew 27:57-66 and 28, the Resurrection, 7/09/2010

· Opening

· In Chinese history, have you heard about anyone coming back to life after death (resurrection)?  For how long?  In the traditional Chinese thinking, is resurrection possible?  How about in Chinese legends?  

· Have you attended funerals before?  What were attendees’ feelings about the death of their family member or friend?  Any differences between a traditional Chinese funeral and a Christian funeral?  

· Last time we talked about Jesus’ trial, and the subsequent crucifixion and death on the cross.  Do you remember what happened at that time?  If you were a chief priest or an elder, would you be happy and feel relaxed?  Anything to worry about?  
· Would Jesus come back to life as he proclaimed before his crucifixion?  If not, will there be any Christian today?  What is the role of Christ’s resurrection in Christians’ belief?  Read Matthew 27:57 to the end of 28.  

· The Burial of Jesus (27:57-61) (See also Mark 15:42-47 and Luke 23:50-56)
· Picture what happened.  Joseph requested Jesus’ body, wrapped it in strips of linen, and placed it in his own new tomb.  The women saw the tomb.  
· Who buried Jesus?  Where?  

· The remains of an executed criminal often were left unburied or at best put in a dishonored place in a pauper’s field.  A near relative, such as the mother, might ask for the body, but it was a courageous act of Joseph, a member of the Sanhedrin, to ask for Jesus’ body.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Arimathea: A village in the hill country of Ephraim, about 20 miles northwest of Jerusalem.  
· This is apparently Joseph’s first act of faith, but it comes at a time when all Jesus’ disciples had fled.  Joseph puts himself in conflict with the decision of the Sanhedrin, and jeopardizes his entire future.  Reformation Study Bible.  Joseph is in sharp contrast with other Jewish leaders or Pilate.  He and Nicodemus are sometimes referred as “the disciples in secret.”  
· A stone tomb would be closed by rolling a stone in front of the opening.  

· Jesus’ burial fulfilled the prophesy of Isaiah: “He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death.”  Isaiah 53:9.  

· Who were at the tomb?  Only women remain at the tomb.  Sister Christians very often show their unique strength in faith.  
· Discussion.  

· How many coincidences would it take to have Jesus buried in a tomb of a rich man?  Is it something that can be achieved by a person’s will?  
· The Guard at the Tomb (27:62-66) 
· Do you believe magic?  Do you know of any magician who believes magic?  Why or why not?  

· Preparation Day: Friday.  The next day: Saturday, the Sabbath.  

· The worry of the chief priests and the Pharisees: Jesus’ disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been risen from the dead.  

· The first deception would be that Jesus was the Messiah, and the second that he had risen as the Son of God.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The second would be worse than the first.  Is this true?  Why or why not?  
· It is interesting to see that the chief priests and Pharisees remembered Jesus’ words about his resurrection, while disciples were very much discouraged by his death and forgot about the prophecy.   However, the chief priests and Pharisees remembered the prophecy with an attitude of unbelief.  

· What to do to secure the tomb?  

· Seal the tomb and take a guard.  

· Guard.  Either of Roman soldiers or of their own temple police.  Verse 28:14 implies that they were answerable to Pilate, favoring Roman soldiers.  On the other hand, the fact that in 28:11 they “reported to the chief priests” favors temple police, who would have been under the authority of the religious leaders.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  

· Did the Jewish leaders and Pilate take sufficient measures to prevent a false claim?  

· The Resurrection (28:1-10) 
· Do you believe that Jesus has risen?  If not, what are the possibilities?  Are they credible?  If Jesus indeed resurrected, then who is Jesus?  

· Each Gospel deals with the Resurrection in its own way, through none describe how it happened.  Some things are clear in all four: the empty tomb, the prominence of women in the first appearances, and the slowness of the disciples to believe that the Resurrection had happened.  But each Gospel also has something that does not appear in the others.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· When – On the first day of the week, very early in the morning.  Who went to the tomb – The women: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them (Luke 24:10).  Why – To anoint Jesus’ body.  What happened – The stone rolled away from the tomb and Jesus’ body disappeared, but an angel was there.  

· Although Matthew speaks of one angel (not two, Mt 28:2), Mark of a young man in white (Mk 16:5), and Luke two men (24:4), this is not strange because frequently only the spokesman is noted and an accompanying figure is not mentioned.  Words and posture often change in the course of events, so these variations are not necessarily contradictory.  They are merely evidence of independent accounts.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Mary Magdalene was the first to see the risen Lord (Mark 16:9; John 20:10-18).  She is mentioned in all four Gospels in connection with the Crucifixion and the Resurrection, but otherwise we hear of her only in Luke 8:2.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· They could not find Jesus’ body.  What did the angel say?  He proclaimed Jesus’ resurrection.  If not resurrection, what are the possibilities?  

· The Jewish leaders stole and hid the body.  Why?  Likelihood?  
· The Roman soldiers hid the body.  Why?  Likelihood?  
· Jesus’ disciples stole and hid the body.  Why?  Likelihood?  
· Somebody else stole and hid the body.  Why?  Likelihood?  
· Jesus indeed has risen.  Likelihood?  
· What are the evidences supporting Jesus’ resurrection?  
· If early Christians made up this story, then they would never have had women as the first witnesses since their testimony was not considered reliable.  

· If Christ had not risen, the early Christians would not have risked their lives proclaiming his resurrection. Many died just because they proclaimed Jesus’ resurrection.  Remember they were all timid at the arrest and death of their master.  Even Peter, the most courageous among them, verbally denies Jesus three times to protect himself.  What made the differences?  
· Why did the angel ask the disciples to go to Galilee?  

· To get the disciples back to their hometown where their journey began.  

· Note the word Jesus used: “my brothers”!  
· What happened to the women after they heard from the angel?  They were afraid yet filled with joy, and run to tell Jesus’ disciples.  

· Jesus said “It is finished” while on the cross.  Why did he have to rise?  What is the significance of his resurrection?  
· Jesus’ authority should be above and beyond the power of death, and Jesus’ resurrection is a proof of that.  Only with that power, he could give us eternal life by His will and justification.  
· The climax of the Gospel of Matthew is the resurrection, without which Jesus’ death, though noble, would be indescribably tragic.  But in the resurrection he is declared to be the Son of God with power (Ro 1:4).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  

· What is the meaning to be a Christian if Jesus had not risen?  What is the meaning if Jesus has risen?  What is the significance of resurrection to you and me?  

· The Guard’s Report (28:11-15) 
· Instructions from the chief priests and the elders.  
· His disciples .. stole him away.  One of many human attempts to explain away Christ’s resurrection.

· While we were asleep.  The punishment for such events on Roman soldiers would be extremely severe.  It is more likely that Jewish temple police would be willing to admit to such dereliction of duty than Roman soldier would.  

· This incident shows that clear evidence may have no effect on those who are committed to unbelief.  That the story of the disciples stealing Jesus’ body was still circulated in the days of Justin Martyr indicates something of the desperation felt by Jewish leaders in explaining the empty tomb.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  

· Is the above explanation believable to you?  Why or why not?  

· The Great Commission (28:16-20) 
· Picture what happened.  Jesus commanded the disciples.    

· “Make disciples of ALL nations.”  This involves three steps (NIV Study Bible):

· Go.  

· Baptize them “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” – as a sign of their union with and commitment to Christ.  Note that (ESV Study Bible): The name (singular, not plural) of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is an early indication of the Trinitarian Godhead and an overt proclamation of Jesus’ deity.  
· Teach them to obey everything Christ has commanded.  

· Are the disciples up to the task by themselves?  No.  The book of Matthew ends with “and surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  What an encouraging promise!  

· Discussion 

· If we recognize that each person’s salvation is the work of God, why do we still need to spread the Gospel?  Or, is that only the duty for pastors and “senior” Christians?  
· How to prepare ourselves to carry out this command?  Reading more books, going through more trainings, or practice more?  What is the most important one after reading the last sections of Matthew?  
· Wrapping up

· Did Jesus indeed come back to life?  If so, what are the implications on us?  

· We now finished the book of Matthew.  As a review, where does the book start and where does it end?  What can be identified as the main theme?  What are the most critical things that you learned?  
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