Matthew 20, Workers in the Vineyard, 4/26/10

· Opening

· If a newcomer in your lab or workplace gets ahead of you in terms of salary or the trust of the boss from behind, what would your reaction be?  

· If you are a boss, how would you determine the pay of your subordinates?  By seniority, performance, or something else?  
· How does one become successful or get ahead in his career?  How about in the Kingdom of Heaven?  

· Last Friday we discussed the relationship between husband and wife within the context of marriage and divorce, and the relationship between a person and God via the story of a rich young man – what good thing must I do to get eternal life?  That chapter ended with the following verse: But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.  What does it mean?  Tonight we shall continue the topic of the kingdom of heaven in terms of the sovereignty and graciousness of God, and the attitude for being a disciple.  Read Matthew 20.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (20:1-16) 
· A few miscellaneous terms:

· Vineyard.  Grapes were one of ancient Israel’s most important crops, and thus Israel was often referred to as the “vine” or “vineyard” of God.  “Vineyard” here represents the activity of the kingdom in this world.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Denarius.  The usual daily wage.  A roman soldier also received one denarius a day.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Third hour – 9:00 am.  Sixth hour – noon.  Ninth hour – 3 pm.  Eleventh hour – 5 pm.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This parable occurs only in Matthew’s Gospel.  

· If you were one of the workers who joined at the eleventh hour, what would you think?  The sixth hour?  How about the third hour?  How about if you were the landowner?  What would you do?  

· Is it fair to treat all workers the same?  Take a look at the landowner’s explanation.  

· “Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius?” 
· “Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money?”  God has authority on his giving.  
· But more importantly, “Because I am generous.”  Salvation is not a matter of reward but of grace.  

· The laborer failed to be thankful for his own wage because he was blinded by his self-interested lack of compassion for his fellow worker.  ESV Study Bible.  

· What is the purpose of this parable?  

· In its original setting, its main point seems to be the sovereign graciousness and generosity of God extended to latecomers (the poor and the outcasts of society) into God’s kingdom.  It is addressed to the grumblers (v. 11) who just cannot handle this amazing expression of God’s grace.  They almost certainly represent the religious leaders who opposed Jesus.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This parable is only a hard saying to those who fail to recognize their absolute dependence on grace for any good thing from God’s hand.  There is no room for a Christian to be jealous of the good gifts God has given to another.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· A disciple of Jesus should not measure his or her worth by comparing it with the accomplishments and sacrifices of others, but should focus on serving from a heart of gratitude in response to God’s grace.  Jesus is not denying degrees of reward in heaven (see 1 Cor. 3:14–15) but is affirming that God’s generosity is more abundant than anyone would expect: all the laborers except the very first got more than they deserved.  It is probably correct also to see here a warning that Jesus’ early followers (such as the Twelve) should not despise those who would come later.  ESV Study Bible.  

· 1 Cor. 3:14–15.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.  
· Discussion  

· In many aspects and in many occasions, aren’t we like the grumblers?  How can we not grumble that much?  

· Jesus Again Predicts His Death (20:17-19) 
· Jesus’ third prediction about his death.  The first prediction is in 16:21 and the second in 17:22, 23.  

· The reference to Jerusalem, the religious leaders, and the Gentiles heightens the drama; for the first time in the narrative, Jesus gives additional clues about his betrayal and who will carry out his arrest and crucifixion.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Did the disciples understand and appreciate what Jesus said?  Probably not.  See the next paragraph.  
· Why couldn’t the disciples understand and appreciate what Jesus said?  They were expecting a political and military Messiah, and couldn’t fully comprehend the meaning of salvation on the cross.  

· Discussions.  

· What is the significance of having this paragraph here?  We just talked about the free gift of salvation.  Where does salvation come from?  From the high price of Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection.  The salvation is free, but not cheap.  

· A Mother’s Request (20:20-28) 
· The disciples fought before.  However, this fight happened at this critical juncture and with the involvement of the older generation indicates that they couldn’t fully grasp the means of salvation – It is not through conquering, but through serving and sacrificing instead.  

· Who were involved in the question and why was the question?  

· James, John, and their mother Salome.  

· Salome’s petition was likely inspired by Jesus’ remarks in 19:28, where he had announced the Twelve’s rulership with him in his future kingdom.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Did James, John, and their mother understand what Jesus was heading to in Jerusalem?  Apparently not.  
· Did James, John or their mother understand what they were asking for?  Could James and John drink Jesus’ cup?  
· Cup.  In the Old Testament the “cup” normally signifies the outpouring of God’s wrath.  That the disciples would drink this cup means they would experience suffering, but note that Jesus calls it “my cup.”  Because Jesus drank the cup of God’s wrath for his own, believers do not drink the wrath they deserve.  In and through Christ’s suffering they have already undergone judgment.  They are now justified in Christ and heirs of His glory.  Yet their privilege is to be identified with Christ in his suffering.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Ransom.  This term refers to the price paid to deliver someone from slavery or imprisonment.  The price of freedom from sin and condemnation is Jesus’ life, given for us.  Since the elect are ransomed from the wrath of God, the ransom was offered to God Himself.  Jesus drinks the cup of God’s wrath, not for his own sins, but as the means of ransoming many.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Although the disciples were to go through similar sufferings and persecution as Jesus did, yet the granting of honored seats are up to God’s authority.  There is no deed human can base to claim that honor.  

· What was the reaction of other disciples?  Why?  Are they “better” than James or John?  Was their reaction reasonable?  

· What is the meaning of being great in Heaven?  To serve those who are junior to you.  Was this what James, John, and other disciples expected?  
· Discussions.  

· What happened to James and John later?  

· Are you ready to serve others?  In what sense?  
· Two Blind Men Receive Sight (20:29-34) 
· In this incident Jesus set a best example with his own act on how to be great in God’s kingdom – to serve those who are behind.  
· “Son of David.”  Not just any offspring of David, but The One.  It is a title used to refer to the Messiah.  
· The blind clearly understood whom they are asking for help.  
· They also had great determination and were not discouraged by others’ objection.  
· Did the two blind men receive their sight?  Why?  Were they saved?  

· “Jesus had compassion on them.”  The healing is a mercy of God, not anything that they are entitled to.  
· In Luke 18:42: “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.”  Faith was the means by which the gift was received.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  

· Similar to the two blind men who received their sight, do you know what you are missing in your life?  Have you come to God for that?  Do you have the determination like the two blind to put aside pressures from others?  

· Are we sometimes like the disciples preventing others from coming to God?

· Wrapping up

· Have you received your denarius today?  Are you happy?  

· “But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.”  Let us not be discouraged, either old timers or new comers.  Let us live a life worthy to be called Christians, and be a more loving, caring, and effective Bible Study Group.  
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