Matthew 18, Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven and the Unmerciful Servant 3/26/2010
· Opening

· Who is the best in your lab, department, or company?  Why?  How to get ahead among your peers?  Is that important to you?  

· Who has the biggest saying in your family?  Is it always the father?  If not, how come?  How different is the order in your family from that in your work place?  
· How should we treat our brothers/sisters, friends, or relatives?  If there are disputes, what should be done?  Let time cure the wounds?  

· In Matthew 17, we studied the preparation for the road to the cross: Jesus’ transfiguration on a mountain, and the faith of the disciples and their contemporaries when facing difficulties.  The focus is our interaction with God.  Tonight, we shall study what the proper relationship should be among people.  A somewhat counter-intuitive chapter.  What to find out more?  Read the Bible Matthew 18.  

· Overview

· Characteristics of Life in the Kingdom Community.  Jesus instructs the disciples about the kind of community life that will characterize their relationships with one another and with the world at large.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven (18:1-11) 
· How would we measure success or greatness in our society?  Number of papers published?  Position?  Income?  House?  Car?  Degree?  

· Why did the disciples come up with such a question “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven”?  What was their understanding?  
· The disciples misunderstand greatness in terms of human endeavor, accomplishment, and status.  ESV Study Bible.  

· How would God measure greatness of a person?  

· Jesus didn’t answer the question right away.  Rather, he challenged the disciples’ motivation.  “Unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Why?  
· The humility of a child consists of childlike trust, vulnerability, and the inability to advance his or her own cause apart from the help, direction, and resources of a parent.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  Why?  Christians should live a humble life both in the kingdom of heaven and in this world!  
· What is the manifestation of a humble life?  If President Obama comes to a party today, whom will you pay more attention to, the President or the unknown kid sitting next to you?  What is the teaching here?  
· Jesus tells us that we should pay respect, attention, and affection even to those that are trivial, bad, or inferior in the eyes of the world.  Because they are all cherished by God, even more than those who are regarded “good.”  
· 18:7-9.  Cut if off and gouge it out.  

· Would the kingdom of heaven be full of people of disability?  
· Jesus uses hyperbole (intentional overstatement) to emphasize the necessity of rigorous self-discipline and radically removing sin from the disciple's life before it leads to judgment.  ESV Study Bible.  

· 18:10.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Their angels.  Guardian angels not exclusively for children, but for God’s people in general (Ps. 34:7; 91:11; Heb 1:14).  
· Always see the face of.  Have constant access to.  

· Discussion.  

· How to be humble like little children?  Is that something easy to do?  Please share your experience.  Should leaders also be humble?  How?  
· The Parable of the Lost Sheep (18:12-14)
· Picture what happened.  The story of the lost sheep.  

· If you were the person who had a hundred sheep and lost one of them, would you leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to find the lost sheep until you find it?  Why or why not?  

· What did Jesus want to say through this parable?  

· “Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.”  God loves and is precious about everyone, and does not want to see anyone to be lost.  

· “He is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.”  God is happier to see a sinner repent than those ninety-nine who didn’t wander off – those who think that they are righteous and feel no need to repent.  
· Discussions.  
· What should be our attitude toward our sisters, brothers, and friends who are “lost”?  

· A Brother Who Sins Against You (18:15-20) 
· Picture what happened.  

· This three-stage procedure for dealing with a Christian in sin is at the heart of all church discipline.  The goal is to bring about repentance while keeping general public awareness of the sin to a limit.  At no point is the matter to be broadcast to the world at large.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Do you see God’s love behind the three step procedure?  How?  

· “Let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”  Such individuals are to be cut off from fellowship and suspended from full social relations with other Christians.  Paul applies this discipline in 1 Cor. 5 and 1 Tim. 1:20.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· 18:19, 20.  

· Christ promises his presence with those involved in the proper disciplinary function of the church.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  

· Are you having difficulties with someone now?  Does the teaching above helps you to know what to do?  Note that it is indeed very difficult to draw the line to differentiate the cases talked about in v. 17 and those in vv. 12-14.  
· With the promise of v. 20, does it bring you a new attitude toward our gathering of Bible study, Sunday worship, and prayer's meeting?
· The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant (18:21-35) 
· Have you heard about the rule that “three strikes then you are out”?  Good or bad?  How many times have you forgiven a person?  Is forgiving easy to do?  How about unconditional forgiving?  
· “Seven times” – a number of completeness in near-east tradition.  

· “Seventy seven times” – an unlimited number.  

· Within Judaism, three times was sufficient to show a forgiving spirit (based on Job 33:29, 30; Amos 1:3; 2:6), thus Peter (seven) believes he has shown generosity.  But true disciples of Jesus are to forgive without keeping count (seventy times seven).  ESV Study Bible.  

· What would make you willing to forgive someone?  
· V. 18:23-25.  How would this relate to the kingdom of heaven?    

· Those who know God’s mercy must operate on the principle of mercy.  If they do not show mercy but insist on justice, they will not receive mercy, but justice.  An unforgiving heart is an un-forgiven heart and is subject to torment “until he should pay all.”  A truly forgiving heart is one result of spiritual rebirth.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Talent and Denarius.  

· A talent was the highest monetary unit of currency, equivalent to six hundred denarii or drachmas.  Such a sum of money was practically uncountable and illustrates the enormous debt of sin that all have incurred before God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Denarius.  The usual daily wage.  A Roman soldier received one denarius a day.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The two central points of the parable are: first, that the gift of salvation is immeasurably great (“how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?” Heb. 2:3); and, second, that unless a person is comparably merciful to others, (a) God’s mercy has not had a saving effect upon him (Matt. 18:32–33), and (b) he will be liable to pay the consequences himself (vv. 34–35).  ESV Study Bible.  

· We have sinned, and no one can repay God.  However, God is merciful and has forgiven us all sins through the sacrificial blood of Christ.  Should we then forgive others who sinned against us?  
· God is forgiving, but he also judges those who refuse to forgive.  NIV Study Bible.  

· God also enable us to forgive with the abundant live he gives us through his forgiveness.  

· A transformed heart must result in a changed life that offers the same mercy and forgiveness as has been received from God (cf. Isa. 40:2).  Someone who does not grant forgiveness to others shows that his own heart has not experienced God’s forgiveness.  Throughout Scripture, the heart refers to the center of one’s being, including one’s reason, emotions, and will.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  

· Have you been in the position of the unmerciful servant?  What happened then?  
· Is forgiving equivalent to blind tolerance of mischief, or even sins?  How does this section fit with the previous teaching on pointing out other’s faults?  
· Could you recall the story of Joseph meeting his brothers in Egypt?  

· Is forgiving good for you?  

· Wrapping up

· Highlights of the chapter:
· Under God’s love, the meaning of greatness is different from its meaning in this world.  

· We should not look down upon others.  Rather, we should humble ourselves and accept everyone, and try hard not to let others stumble.  

· We should seek the lost.  
· We should properly handle dispute in the church.  
· We should forgive others from our heart.  
· Each Friday or Sunday, please greet and get to know new comers or people whom you are not familiar with a sincere heart.  Do not just talk to your old friends.  

· What does kingdom of heaven look like?  Do you want to be in it?  
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