Matthew 21, The Triumphal Entry, 4/30/10

· Opening

· Toward the end of World War II, the Western Allies invaded Normandy on June 6, 1944 (the D-Day).  Paris was liberated by the local resistance assisted by the Free French force on August 25.  Can you imagine the emotional scene when the solders of the Western Allies entered Paris?  What happened then?  
· When you interview candidates for your company, whom would you recommend?  The applicant who best presented himself or herself?  Why and why not?  
· Do lawyers have a good reputation in this country?  In your home country?  Why or why not?

· In Matthew 20, we discussed the kingdom of heaven in terms of God’s sovereignty and graciousness, and the attitude for being a disciple – the parable of workers in the vineyard and the request made by the mother of James and John.  Jesus also predicted his death the third time on his way to Jerusalem.  Tonight we shall study Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem.  Can you imagine how he entered Jerusalem, what he did afterward, and how people reacted to his actions?  Who is Jesus?  Read Matthew 21.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Triumphal Entry (21:1-11) 
· A few more questions.    

· Have you ever seen the motorcade of a President or a king?  Share your experience.  

· Do you know the origin of Palms Sunday?  

· Do you like to ride on a horse or one a donkey?  If you have no experience of either, which animal would you pick when you rode carousel when you were a child?  

· Why did Jesus ride on a colt as opposed to a big white horse?  

· Donkey is “an animal symbolic of humility, peace, and Davidic royalty.”  NIV Study Bible.  

· Zechariah prophesized the coming of a righteous and gentle King to bring salvation.  The Reformation Study Bible.  Read Zec 9:9-12.  
· What were people’s reactions?  

· The cloaks on the colt evidently served as a saddle, and the clothes on the road formed a triumphal carpet.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Hosanna. A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation of praise.  NIV Study Bible.  Read Ps 118:22-29.  

· Son of David.  The Messianic kingdom promised to David’s son (2 Sa 7:11-16).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Why were the whole city stirred?  

· Discussions.  

· We nowadays call it the triumphal entry.  What was the triumph here?  In the eyes of this world, Jesus later actually failed, and there was nothing to boast about.  But indeed there was a triumph that was pending, a great triumph for all of us.  What kind of “king” does this description reveal to us?  Hope you can see that God’s way is different from our way.  

· How did the apostles view the triumphal entry?  Not sure.  How about the Jewish leaders?  

· How should we view this triumphal entry?  If we had not read this passage, what would be your expectation on Jesus’ “triumphal entry”?  Have you welcomed Jesus’ triumphal entry into your heart?  

· Jesus at the Temple (21:12-17) 
· Have you been to a Buddhist temple?  Did you see retails outside or inside the temple?  What did they sell?  Who were the owners?  

· Background information on the temple.  This is the third temple (the first by Solomon, the second by the returned exiles led by Ezra and Nehemiah, and the third by Herod the Great).  It included the Inner Court (containing the ‘Temple’ and the Altar), Court of Men, Court of Women, and Court of Gentiles.  The area under discussion is the Court of Gentiles, the only part of the temple in which Gentiles could worship God and gather for prayer.  

· Why were the businesses going on in the temple?  How could they be allowed? What went wrong here?   

· Pilgrims coming to the Passover Feast needed animals that met the ritual requirements for sacrifice, and the vendors set up their animal pens and money tables in the court of the Gentiles.  Also, they needed their money changed into the local currency because the annual temple tax had to be paid in that currency.  NIV Study Bible.  

· It was convenient to have the merchants close to the temple, but their presence in the temple courts made true worship difficult.  The traders would have been in the court of the Gentiles, the only place Gentiles could go to pray.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Isa 56:6-8 assured godly non-Jews that they would be allowed to worship God in the temple.  By allowing the court of Gentiles to become a noisy, smelly marketplace, the Jewish religious leaders were interfering with God’s provision.  They also “took financial advantage of the people.”  NIV Study Bible.  
· Also in Jer 7:11: “Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den or robbers to you?  But I have been watching!  Declares the Lord.”

· All four Gospels speak of Jesus driving traders out of the temple precincts, but the first three place it at the end of Jesus’ ministry and John at the beginning.  There were probably two cleansings.  

· What else did Jesus do after cleansing the temple?  Healing the blind and the lame.  What kind of reminder is this?

· What were the reactions by the people?  Depending on the person:

· Children: “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  Jesus acknowledges the children's praise and links it to Ps. 8:2, which the religious leaders should have known applied such praise to God, thus confirming Jesus as the divine Messiah.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Merchants?  
· Priests: “indignant.”  Why?  
· Discussions.  

· The priests and teachers of Law were the ones know best about the Scripture, about prophecies on the Messiah.  They were supposed to be the watchman for Messiah’s arrival.  How come they did not recognized him?  

· What could be the reasons that obstruct the priests and teachers of Law from seeing what the ordinary people had long been seeing?  Power, financial interest, religious pride, etc.?  Do we have similar obstacles in our life preventing us from seeing Jesus and obeying God?  
· The Fig Tree Withers (21:18:22) 
· Background information on fig trees.  Fig trees around Jerusalem normally begin to get leaves in March or April but do not produce figs until their leaves are all out in June.  This tree was an exception in that it was already, at Passover time, full of leaves.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Why did Jesus curse the fig tree if it wasn’t the season for figs?  Was Jesus short tempered?  
· A tree full of leaves normally should have fruit, but this one was cursed because it had none.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The religious leaders were like the fig tree, leading a fruitless spiritual life.  
· It serves as a reminder of the final judgment, with the fig tree representing Israel. People shall repent and accept the salvation accomplished through Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  

· Why were the disciples amazed?  Have they not seen the miraculous signs Jesus performed before?  What did Jesus do then?  Remind them about the faith.  

· Discussions.    

· Do we have faith that can move Mount of Olives to the Sea of Galilee?  Do you have the faith to win a lottery?  Do verses 21-23 imply that God will always grant us what we ask for as long as we have faith?  What is faith?  

· The Authority of Jesus Questioned (21:23-27) 
· The Jewish leaders questioned Jesus’ authority to cleanse the temple area.  The conflict from the cleansing of the Temple continued.  

· Did Jesus answer the question?  Yes but not directly?  Why so?  

· If Jesus directly answered them, would they believe Jesus’ answer?  

· By replying with a question, Jesus put the burden on his opponents – indicating only two alternatives: The work of John was either God-inspired or man-devised.  By refusing to answer, the Jewish leaders placed themselves in an awkward position.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Were the Jewish leaders forthright in their response?

· No.  They were not concerned with the truth, but with the consequences of their possible answers.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· This reveals the purpose of their initial question – not about the truth, but a way to condemn Jesus in defense of their interest.  

· The Parable of the Two Sons (21:28-32)
· Picture what happened.  

· The way of righteousness.  Doing what is right and obeying God’s will, which included believing what Jesus was teaching about how one is to enter the kingdom of God.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What is the spiritual problem of the priests and Pharisees within the context of this parable?  Why were they no better than the tax collectors and prostitutes?  Any evidence from their actions above?  
· This parable demonstrates the religious leaders’ failure to respond rightly to John the Baptist’s prophetic ministry.  They hypocritically did not live up to their talk.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Do you remember what Jesus said in 19:30, “But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first”?  

· Discussions.  

· Are we more like the first or the second son?  

· How could we follow God in the spirit as opposed to merely in the form?  

· The Parable of the Tenants (21:33-46) 
· What do the characters in the parable represent?  

· In accordance with a kind of sharecropping agreement, a fixed amount was due the landowners.  At the proper time he would expect to receive his share.  

· The tenants are the Jews, or their leaders.  The servants represent the Old Testament prophets, many of whom were killed.  The son represents Christ, who was condemned to death by the religious leaders.  

· “Others” represents Gentiles, to whom Paul turned to when the Jews, for the most part, rejected the gospel.  By the second century the church was composed almost entirely of Gentiles.  

· The tenants had refused to acknowledge the owner by not paying rent, and they apparently reasoned that with the heir out of the way, they could establish their own title to the land.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The tenants are a vivid picture of the nation that persistently rejected the messengers of God who were sent to call them to repentance.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· People at that time believed that they themselves were the lord of this world.  How about now?  This is what is going on with today’s human society as well!  

· Did this parable well reflect the situation at that time?  Yes.  This parable answered the question raised by the Jewish religious leaders about by what authority Jesus cleansed the Temple.  Furthermore, “the parable exposed the planned attempt on Jesus’ life, and God’s judgment on the planners” (NIV Study Bible).  

· Corner stone.  

· Though rejected by this world, the Messiah accomplished the salvation in a way contradicting to the traditional wisdom.  

· Kingdom of God will be taken away.  The leaders have failed to carry out their obligations to God both in their personal lives and in leading the nation of Israel.  Their privileged role in caring for God’s vineyard/kingdom is now being taken away and given to a people producing its fruits.  The church will be a new “people” consisting of disciples, both Jews and Gentiles, gathered out of many “nations” and brought together as one new “nation” in the unfolding of God’s kingdom in the present age.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Did teachers of the law and the chief priests understand what Jesus said?  Yes.  Did they repent?  No.  Rather, they looked for a way to arrest him.  This further confirmed the prophecy of v. 42.  

· Discussions.  

· Why did the landowner send his son?  Didn’t he figure out that the tenants could kill his son?  Still, God sent his one and only son to die for us!  
· Wrapping up

· From Jesus’ “triumphal” entry to what he did afterward, what can you say about Jesus?  Who is He?  If he is a king, what kind of king is he?  

· Do you want Him to be the Lord of your life or would you claim that you are the king of your own life?  
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