Matthew 27:1-56, Trial and Crucifixion of Jesus, 6/25/2010

· Opening

· What does success mean for a person?  Power, money, popularity or fun?  What is the way in movies?  How about in your lab or at work?  

· What is political wisdom?  Expedience?  Examples?  Concerning the BP oil spill in the Gulf and the resignation of General Stanley McChrystal, commander of U.S. and allied forces in Afghanistan, following an article in the Rolling Stone magazine, how do you think President Obama handle them – with political wisdom or for political expedience?  If you were the President, how would you handle these issues?  
· Last time we discussed the last few days of Jesus’ life on earth, including plot against him, the Lord’s Supper, Praying at Gethsemane, Jesus’ arrest and trial, and Peter’s disown of Jesus three times.  We focused on the central theme – Jesus is the Lamb of God, and examined the actions and reactions of his disciples and others.  Tonight, we shall continue the discussing of Jesus’ trial, and the subsequent crucifixion and death.  What happened exactly?  Who were at fault?  We will examine the issues from the view points of Judas, the Jewish leaders, Pilate, the crowds, the solders, and the Old Testament.  Finally, we will try to see the significance of Jesus’ death to each one of us.  Read Matthew 27:1-56.  

· How would you divide this chapter?  

· Judas Hangs Himself (27:1-10) 
· Have you seen the movie “The Passion of Christ”?  Can you briefly introduce that movie?  Picture what happened in the verses here.  

· “Early in the morning, .. handed him over to Pilate.”  
· Continues the narrative from 26:68.  The Sanhedrin could not have a legal session at night, so at daybreak they held a special meeting to make the death sentence official.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The Sanhedrin had been deprived by the Roman government of the right to carry out capital punishment, except in the case of a foreigner who entered the sacred precincts of the temple.  So Jesus had to be handed over to Pilate for execution.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What happened to Judas?  What could be his thought in betraying Jesus in the first place?  How about now?  
· Judas’s remorse is not the same as repentance.  Repentance is not just sorrow for sin but a decisive change, a turning away from sin and to a life of obedience.  “Repent” translates the Old Testament call to Israel to “return” to faithfulness to the covenant.  It does not mean self-punishment, depression, or remorse.  Judas was sorrowful and distressed but he did not repent.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Both Judas and Peter made mistakes (though at quite different levels) and regretted.  Can you now tell why they ended up in totally different ways?  
· Blood money.  Based on precepts found in Deut. 23:18.  “You must not bring the earnings of a female prostitute or of a male prostitute into the house of the Lord your God to pay any vow, because the Lord your God detests them both.”  

· Discussion

· What was the reaction of the chief priests to Judas’ remorse?  Why?  If Judas repented to Jesus or God, what could be the responses?  Why the differences?  

· Jesus before Pilate (27:11-26) 
· Pilate and the trial before him.  

· Pilate.  The Roman Governor of Judea from A.D. 26 to 36, whose official residence was in Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast.  When he came to Jerusalem, he stayed in the magnificent palace built by Herod the Great, located west and a little south of the temple area.  NIV Study Bible.

· Did Jesus answer the accusations by the chief priests and the elders?  Similar to what happened during the Jewish trial, he kept silent most of the time.  Which question did Jesus respond?  About his status as the Messiah or the King of the Jews.  

· Did Jewish leaders accuse Jesus of blasphemy in front of Pilate?  It is not clear from here.  From Luke 23:1-25, the answer is No.  Why not?  This was not an issue for the Romans.  Then how did they accuse Jesus?  “We have found this man subverting our nation.  He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king.”  Only Caesar is the King, and no one else could be the king.  
· Were these Jewish leaders shrewd?  Very much so.  They put Pilate in a bind.

· What is in the Ten Commandments?  “You shall not give false testimony.”  Who were the true violators of the Law?  
· How do you think about Pilate handling this case?  

· Why did Pilate introduce the issue of criminal releasing at this particular juncture?  Was that politically wise?  No.  

· Barabbas.  Barabbas was associated with murder, robbery and treason.  Mark 15:7, John 18:40, Luke 23:19, 25.  

· Did Pilate follow the right trial procedure?  No.  He sentenced Jesus to crucifixion to “satisfy the crowd” for political expedience.  Jn 19:12 states that “From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, ‘If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar.  Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.’”  What crime was Jesus accused of?  The “King of the Jews.”  Ironically, this was and is indeed the case, and in fact, not just the King of the Jews, but the King of the heaven and earth.  

· What does this undeserved sentence mean to us?  
· “Took water and washed his hands ..” and “Let his blood be on us and on our children.”

· Would Pilate’s washing hands relinquish him of his responsibility?  No!  This is similar to what the chief priests and elders did in v. 4.  

· “Let his blood be on us and on our children.”  A chilling response by a bloodthirsty crowd.  It was not God but the people themselves who uttered these words.  Did they understand what they said?  Probably not.  If there was a realization of this statement, it was most likely in the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  NIV study Bible.  Who were behind the crowd?  

· Discussion

· Was Jesus guilty?  Or was his death the result of sins of human beings?  

· We face many difficulty situations in our daily life.  Do we have the wisdom to recognize the subtleties of the issues involved so as not to fall into traps?  Do we have the courage to do things right not just for expedience?

· The Soldiers Mock Jesus (27:27-31) 
· After physical abuse, there came the spiritual humiliations from the soldiers.  

· Scarlet was expensive and hard to produce, and for this reason was a mark of high rank, especially royalty.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  

· Why did the soldiers do these things?  Was it right?  No.  Did they understand what they were doing?  Many times, did we understand what we were doing?  

· We often humiliate Jesus without realizing it.  Pray that we are sensitive to these matters and don’t do such things – especially when we have power like these solders did.  

· The Crucifixion (27:32-44) 
· A few background points: 
· Crucifixion was widely practiced by the Romans, and the early Jewish historian Josephus mentions thousands of people crucified in first-century Palestine (mostly during rebellions against Rome).  There are stories of Roman soldiers cruelly playing with different postures for crucified victims (e.g., Josephus, Jewish War 5.449–551), though the use of nails and a crossbar appear to have been common.  Crucifixion was widely believed to be the worst form of execution, due to the excruciating pain and public shame.  Hanging suspended by one’s arms eventually caused great difficulty in breathing, which could be alleviated only by pushing up with one’s feet to take the weight off the arms.  But that motion itself would cause severe pain in the feet, arms, legs, and back, causing the exhausted victim to slump down again, only to be nearly unable to breathe once more.  Eventually, the victim would succumb to suffocation, if he had not already died as a result of the cumulative effect of the physical trauma inflicted on him.   ESV Study Bible.  

· They divided his garments among them by casting lots is a clear reference to Ps. 22:18.  Matthew alludes to Psalm 22 throughout much of the narrative without his typical fulfillment formula.  His readers would know that the soldiers’ actions fulfill Scripture.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Shame, suffering, and embarrassment vs. beautiful cross earrings or pendants – what a contrast!  

· What happened when Jesus was on his way to be crucified?

· It was customary for the condemned to carry the horizontal crossbeam to the site of the crucifixion.  Jesus started to carry his cross (John 19:17), but he had been weakened by the heavy scourging that preceded crucifixion.  The soldiers conscripted a passer-by named Simon from Cyrene in North Africa.  The Reformation Study Bible.  

· Cyrene.  A leading city of Libya, west of Egypt.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The notice on the cross: “This is the King of the Jews.”  Is the notice correct?  

· While Jewish leaders accused Jesus of trying to be a king in the worldly sense, Jesus said in John 18:36-38: “My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews.  But now my kingdom is from another place.”  “You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.”  

· It is interesting to see that the three views from Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and Jesus converge to the fact that Jesus is indeed the King of the Jews, although they said that from different motivations and different understanding.

· Why did people mock Jesus?    

· Did the people know what they were doing?  No!  

· If you were Christ with the power to come down and show them unexpected, would you do that?  This is a huge test on one’s self-pride.  Why didn’t Jesus do that?  He is the sacrificial lamb bearing all our sins.  

· If he did come down, what would happen to God’s salvation plan?  What impact would it have on the people there and now?  

· Discussion.  

· How did you come to trust in God?  Is seeing believing?  

· Do you believe that Jesus’ death is also for our sins?  

· The Death of Jesus (27:45-56) 
· When did Jesus die?  

· The sixth hour: noon.  The ninth hour: three in the afternoon.  Jesus was nailed on the cross at the third hour (9:00 am, Mk 15:25), and he died at three in the afternoon.  

· Darkness.  This recalls the darkness in Egypt, which lasted three days before the death of the firstborn sons (Ex. 10:22).  See also the prophecy of Amos 8:9-10 where the Lord promises to “darken the earth in broad daylight” in a time “like the mourning for the only son.”  Reformation Study Bible.  
· What is the biggest suffering for Jesus when facing crucifixion?  Physical pains?  Spiritual humiliation?  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

· Jesus quotes Ps. 22:1.  Some of the most profoundly mysterious words in the entire Bible.  In some sense Jesus had to be cut off from the favor of and fellowship with the Father that had been his eternally, because he was bearing the sins of his people and therefore enduring God’s wrath.  And yet, in quoting Ps. 22:1 Jesus probably has in mind the remainder of the psalm as well, which moves on to a cry of victory (Ps. 22:21–31); and he expresses faith, calling God “my God.”  Surely he knows why he is dying, for this was the purpose of his coming to earth.  And surely his cry, uttered with a loud voice, is expressing, not bewilderment at his plight, but witness to the bystanders, and through them to the world, that he was experiencing God-forsakenness not for anything in himself but for the salvation of others.  Surely Matthew, understanding this, quotes Jesus’ words to challenge his readers.  Jesus’ torment, despite his anticipations of it in Gethsemane, was surely inconceivable in advance.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Wine vinegar.  A sour wine used by laborers and soldiers.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Prophecy about vinegar mingled with gall: “They also gave me gall for my meat, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.”  Ps. 69:21.  

· There is no humanitarian desire to relieve the suffering here, but rather a cruel intention to prolong it by reviving Jesus, in order to see if “Elijah” would come at His call.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· “The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”  The curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place (Ex. 26:31-33).  The death of Jesus is the final and definitive sacrifice for sin (Heb 7:27).  The old dispensation of the covenant of grace is brought to a decisive end.  No longer would the high priest need to enter into the Most Holy Place behind the veil to atone for the sins of the people (Ex 26:31-33, Heb 9:1-10).  Jesus is the new and eternal High Priest (Heb 8:1), and also the perfect sacrificial victim (Heb 9:14) who obtains for His people “eternal redemption” (Heb 9:12).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· It is interesting to observe the reaction of the centurion, who quickly recognized the deed of the Son of God.  Yet, those self-deemed “God’s people” never did.

· “Saints who had fallen asleep.”  Probably pious Old Testament figures and godly intertestamental Jews, re-embodied to witness to the new order of things that was now in the process of dawning.  “Coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city.”  No other historical information about this event has been found.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Some women were watching from a distance.  How sad.  This is in sharp contrast with those who mocked Jesus.  More will be said next time.  

· Discussion: 

· Do you comprehend the meaning of such a deed by Christ, God’s Only Begotten Son, to die in such a “disgraceful” way?  Yet do you see the hidden glory behind it, contrary to all human’s common wisdom, the glory of love?  
· Wrapping up

· Old Testament was mentioned many times in the verses studied tonight.  What is the significance of that?  

· What are the implications of Jesus’ death to your life?  Think about this not just from the perspective of a fact, but also as an action that was done for your sake.  He died for our sins so that we can come to the Father through Him.  

· We will revisit those events leading up to Jesus’ death in a more vivid way by reviewing the movie “The Passion of Christ” later this summer.
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