Matthew 14, Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand, 2/12/2010

· Opening

· As the Chinese New Year is approaching, are you planning any dinner party?  What do you usually do before holding a dinner party?  Arranging a date/time, counting the people, shopping, cleaning the house, preparing food and drink, etc.  Tonight, we’ll see how Jesus holds a party.  

· How do you view miracles, either those in the Bible or nowadays?  Do you have any experience of miracles to share?  
· Last week we studied the kingdom of heaven, and examined it from several perspectives.  What do you remember?  The parables of the sower, the weed, the mustard seed and the yeast, the hidden treasure and the pearl, and the net.  Tonight, we shall have the closing section on John the Baptist, and talk about Jesus feeding the five thousand, and Jesus (and Peter) walking on water.  It seems on the surface that these are three independent events.  However, there are dotted lines connecting them.  Read the Bible Matthew 14 and find out.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· John the Baptist Beheaded (14:1-12) 
· Have you heard about the term “stick your neck out”?  What does it mean?  Have you done that?  What happened then?  Is it advisable to do that?  

· Herod Antipas was the Roman ruler over the region where Jesus ministered.  He was only 17 years old when his father, Herod the Great, died.  The kingdom was divided among three of Herod’s sons – Archelaus, Antipas, and Philip II.  Herod Antipas was made tetrarch (the ruler of a fourth part of a kingdom) of Galilee and Perea and had a long rule (4 b.c.–a.d. 39).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do you remember John the Baptist?  Who was he?  How would you characterize him?  What was his mission?  

· Who was Jesus?  Herod’s comment – John the Baptist raised from the dead.  Was he correct?  
· What happened to John?  How did he die and why was he in prison in the first place?  

· He was jailed by Herod because of the grudge of Herodias against John.  The birthday banquet; the dance by Salome, Herodias’ daughter; the promise of Herod with an oath; the request of Salome (actually the request of Herodias); and the beheading of John the Baptist.  
· Why did John criticize Herod for his marriage?  The family of Herod the Great (NIV Study Bible): 
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What a complicated relationship!  It seems to be a good topic for a soap opera.  
· What can we say about the people involved here?  
· Herod Antipas?  A person with low moral standard, soft ears, thin skin, and a high ego.  

· Herodias?  A patient lady with a very sophisticated mind.  Noted in Mark 6:25 “the girl hurried in … give me right now …”  

· John the Baptist?  The faithful and non-compromising prophet in-between the Old Testament and the New Testament, and was filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth (Lk 1:15).  

· How could John the Baptist be killed like this?  Won’t he (as well as Christ and all Christians) be blessed by God?  Would you stick your neck out in such a case?  
· Reflection.  
· How would you compare people of this generation?  As bad as Herod Antipas and his family?  What should Christians do?  

· 
· 
· 
· 
· Compassionate Healer and Supplier for Israel - Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (14:13-21) 
· What did Jesus do after learning about the death of John?  He withdrew to a solitary place.  Why?  What did he want to do there?  What could be in Jesus’ mind at that moment?  
· A large crowd followed Jesus.  For what reason?  Many of them sought to be cured (v.14).  What was Jesus’ response?  He put down what he intended to do and healed them.  “He had compassion on them.”  
· Beyond satisfying their requests, Jesus fed the five thousand (men only – should be more with women and children), again out of his compassion on them.  

· As an educated person, do you believe in this story?  Why or why not?  Is this event important?  Would modern Christianity be better off without miracles such as this one, but focusing more on Jesus as a person with high moral standard, a loving heart, and smart and intelligent mind?  How could you reconcile what you learned from the school with miracles in the Bible, especially this one?  
· The feeding of the five thousand men is the one miracle, apart from the resurrection, found in all four Gospels.  It shows Jesus as the supplier of human need, and sets the stage for his testimony that he is the bread of life.  NIV Study Bible, John 6:1-15.  

· V. 20.  “Picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces.”  This act served as an example of avoiding wastefulness and as a demonstration that everyone had been adequately fed.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The scene recalls the nation of Israel wandering in the wilderness after the exodus, and God’s gracious provision of manna for his people.  ESV Study Bible.  

· If we were one of the disciples, how would we answer Jesus’ request to feed the five thousand men?  Do you think the disciples answered Jesus properly?  
· The disciples played an important role in this miracle by providing whatever they had.  Although the amount is tiny as compared to the task on hand, God can use what we are willing to offer to achieve his mission.  
· Reflection.  

· When you pray, have you been concerned that God may not be fully aware of your need if you don’t say it clearly?  

· Have you ever coordinated UCBSG or Church dinners?  Panicking experience when the food was running short?  How should we balance planning vs. praying?  Are you reluctant to coordinate again?  Have you encountered difficulties when serving the Lord?  What did you do then?  
· Who is Jesus?  What does the miracle of Five Loaves and Two Fish tell us?  

· Jesus Walks on the Water (14:22-36) 
· What is faith?  Do you have the faith to walk on water?  Finding a job?  Waiting for the next meal for the family?  What kind of things do you pray for?  Remember the Lord’s Prayer?  Have you prayed for your faith?  

· Why did Jesus perform this miracle of walking on water?  Is it a show or a necessity?  
· Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him immediately after dinner while he dismissing the crowd.  People would think that he remained on this side of the sea while he unexpectedly joined the disciples later without using any boat.  
· People were ready to take Jesus by force and make him king, and this was not what Jesus wanted (Jn 6:14-15).  Also, some of the disciples might love to see Jesus becoming a king (Mt. 20:20-28), and this might be the reason that Jesus got them out first.  

· (v.23) What did Jesus do after sending his disciples away?  He went up on a mountainside by himself to pray.  
· Jesus’ eyesight must be 20-20, for he could see at night and afar that the disciples were straining at the oars.  What did Jesus do?  He came to help them, walking on water.  Why were the disciples terrified when they saw him?  

· Fourth watch.  3:00-6:00 am.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This is another sign that Jesus performed – Against physical law.  
· Is it good for Peter to ask “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water”?  Did he have faith?  Yes.  Why did he sink then?  – “You of little faith.”  

· Faith generates power, not the other way round.  
· Where should we get our faith?  From God.  
· Why did Peter suddenly lose his faith?  He was distracted by the storm and shifted his focus away from Jesus.  
· “Truly you are the Son of God.”  How did the disciples reach this conclusion?  Would you draw the same conclusion after studying the Gospel of Matthew for the past several months and learning what Jesus had done?  
· People in Gennesaret came to Jesus to get healed.  Were they healed just because of touching Jesus’ clothes?  What unseen and unsaid is the faith behind their action.  
· Are you willing to come to Jesus and have faith in him?  
· Reflection.  

· God can help us walk through storms; he also has the power to quiet the storm.  

· What does this miracle tell us about who Jesus is?  The Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God.  
· Wrapping up

· From Herod’s comments to what Jesus did in this chapter and what his disciples said about him, we can see who Jesus really is.  This is not only by his power, but also by his compassion toward people.  Can people see who Christians are by what we are doing?

· Pastor Tom Yoakum.  I would suggest that in the broader strokes of Matthew’s gospel, the seemingly unconnected episodes in this chapter are part of the understanding disciples vs. the misunderstanding crowds and opponents of Jesus that will climax in Mt. 16:13-20.  This section looks back to “clues” given earlier in Matthew.  The various healings here tie back to Matthew’s identifying Jesus as the Servant of God who heals (Mt. 14-17 citing Isaiah 53).  The “boat trip” here looks back the question raised in the first boat trip (Mt. 8:23-27) and advances the disciples’ understanding.  Moreover, it is in that final boat trip in chapter 16:5-12 (In Mark 8:11-21 they are still in the boat), that the disciples learn a deeper meaning of the feeding stories – i.e., the word of Jesus is to be heard rather than the traditions of the scribes and Pharisee which have been the focus of the oppostion between them and Jesus.  In a practical way, I often try to draw the analogy of our “boat trips” with Jesus which give us greater understanding of who He is and prepares us to meet the needs of the crowds and the attacks of the opponents.  

· Accompanying the many miraculous signs Jesus performed, an underlying theme throughout this chapter is his solitary prayer before God.  Does the Son of God need to pray in order to perform signs?  If not why so?  What an example does it set for us?
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