Philippians 1, 10/25/2013

Opening
· Hope that you have finished all the examinations and term projects.  Are you in the mood of Christmas?  
· What does the word “Christmas” come from and what does it mean?  
· “Christmas” is a compound word originating in the term “Christ's Mass.”  Christ is from Greek Khrīstos (Χριστός), a translation of Hebrew Māšîaḥ (מָשִׁיחַ), “Messiah,” meaning “anointed.”  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas.  
· “Mass” (弥撒) is one of the names by which the sacrament of the Eucharist (圣餐) is commonly called in the Roman Catholic Church.  
· Is Christianity faith and trust only?  What are the roles of knowledge, wisdom and understanding in our Christian life?  
· Who is Jesus?  A person?  A god?  Part of the Trinity?  The role in Christianity?  
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Introduction to Ephesians (ESV Study Bible)
· Author: Paul and Timothy are explicitly named as the authors of Colossians (1:1).  Timothy probably served as Paul’s secretary since the first person singular (“I”) is used throughout the letter (e.g., 1:24).  The title indicates that Paul wrote the letter to Christians living in the small city of Colossae, a city in Phrygia, in the Roman province of Asia, just over 100 miles (161 km) east of Ephesus.  
· Date: The letter was likely written from Rome, c. a.d. 62.  
· Themes: Christ is Lord over all of creation, including the invisible realm.  He has secured redemption for his people, enabling them to participate with him in his death, resurrection, and fullness.  
· Purpose, Occasion, and Background: 
· The church at Colossae apparently got its start during Paul’s three-year ministry in Ephesus (a.d. 52–55).  During this time, a Colossian named Epaphras probably traveled to Ephesus and responded to Paul’s proclamation of the gospel (see Acts 19:10).  This new believer returned to his hometown and began sharing the good news of Christ, which resulted in the birth of the Colossian church (Col. 1:7).  At the time of this writing, Epaphras is with Paul in Rome and has likely shared the bad news that there was a dangerous teaching threatening the church at Colossae (4:12).  Paul writes this letter to respond to this situation and to encourage these believers in their growth toward Christian maturity.  
· Paul also takes the opportunity to encourage these believers to press on to maturity in Christ by continuing in their battle against sin, pursuing holiness in Christ, and learning to live as distinctively Christian households.  

Thanksgiving and Prayer (1:3-14)
· Col. 1:3–8 Thanksgiving.  Paul thanks God for the Colossians and their tangible expressions of faith, hope, and love.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 1:4–5 faith … love … hope.  Paul spoke frequently of the importance of these three Christian virtues, which were seen as foundational to the Christian life.  In this passage, faith and love are based on hope, which is presented not as the action of hoping but as something objective – in the sense of “the thing hoped for” – that Christians can anticipate with confidence (see Col. 3:4).  Because it is laid up for you in heaven, no earthly ruler or demonic power can rob believers of the reality of this hope.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 1:9–14 Prayer.  Paul reports in summary fashion how he regularly prays for the Colossians.  He prays that they will know God’s will and that God will give them the power to live it out.  The prayer concludes with an expression of thanksgiving for God’s mighty act of deliverance and redemption.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 1:9 Knowledge and wisdom were offered by the false teachers in Colossae (cf. 2:4, 8, 16–23).  Paul prays that the Colossians will have the wisdom and understanding that comes only from God.   Spiritual means given by the Holy Spirit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 1:11 be strengthened with all power.  Spiritual power was a key issue in the Greco-Roman world.  People sought power through connection with various gods and pagan rituals in order to protect them from evil spirits and to help them acquire wealth or influence.  Paul wants the Colossians to know that he prays regularly that God would impart his power to them, not for selfish aims but so that they can live for God in a worthy manner.  The purpose of this God-given power is to provide the divine strength needed for the believer to attain Christian virtues, to persevere in the faith, to resist temptation and deceitful teachers, and so to know the joy of the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Col. 1:6 All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing.  Is this the case in the States or Western Europe?  Why or why not?  In China?  
· Are we Epaphras in some sense?  
· Our love for all God’s people?  

The Supremacy of the Son of God (1:15-23)
· In the opening, we talked about who Jesus is.  Is this an important question?  Why or why not?  What does Bible say about Jesus?  
· Col. 1:15–20 Praise to Christ.  In a strongly moving and poetic way, which some scholars think is a quotation from an early Christian hymn, Paul praises the lordship of Christ in relation to both creation and redemption.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 1:15 Firstborn of all creation.  It would be wrong to think in physical terms here, as if Paul were asserting that the Son had a physical origin or was somehow created (the classic Arian heresy) rather than existing eternally as the Son, with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  What Paul had in mind was the rights and privileges of a firstborn son, especially the son of a monarch who would inherit ruling sovereignty.  This is how the expression is used of David: “I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth” (Ps. 89:27).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 1:20 to reconcile to himself all things.  As the “Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6), Jesus will ultimately quell all rebellion against God and his purposes.  For believers, this means present reconciliation to God as his friends.  As for nonbelievers and the demonic powers, Christ’s universal reign of peace will be enforced on them, for their rebellion will be decisively defeated by Christ as conquering king so that they can no longer do any harm in the universe.  The basis for Christ’s reign of peace is the blood of his cross.  The cross truly is the pivotal point in human and cosmic history.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How shall be celebrate Christmas – dance, drink, big festival?  

Paul’s Labor for the Church (1:24-29)
· Col. 1:24–28 Paul’s Suffering and Stewardship of the Mystery.  Paul’s sufferings are the means God uses to extend the message of the gospel to others.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 1:24 I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions does not imply that there is a deficiency in Christ’s atoning death and suffering on the cross, which would contradict the central message of this letter and all the rest of Scripture as well.  Christ’s sufferings are in fact sufficient, and nothing of one’s own can be added to secure salvation.  What was “lacking” in Christ’s afflictions was the future suffering of all who (like Paul) will experience great affliction for the sake of the gospel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· I am glad when I suffer for you in my body, for I am participating in the sufferings of Christ that continue for his body, the church.  New Living Translation.  
· Col. 1:26–27 The mystery does not refer to something mysterious or to a secret ritual.  Rather, Paul is speaking of God’s unfolding plan for the world and, above all, his plan of redemption through the Messiah.  Although elements of God’s design were already known through the prophets, key aspects of it were hidden for ages and generations and thus were a mystery, which could only be known and understood when they were revealed by God.  This language occurs often in the book of Daniel.  After God reveals to Daniel that Nebuchadnezzar’s dream foretold four successive kingdoms culminating in the kingdom of God, Daniel tells the king, “there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days” (Dan. 2:28).  At the heart of the mystery that God is now revealing through Paul is the amazing hallmark of the new covenant, Christ in you, the hope of glory.  God himself, in the person of Christ, will be directly and personally present in the lives of his people, and his presence assures them of a future life with him when he returns.  Moreover, Christ does not reside only in believing Jews but also in believing Gentiles, so that there is one unified people of God (cf. Eph. 2:11–22; 3:2–6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about the mystery?  
· What shall we do?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· For seekers.  Why do you come to the Bible study?  Fellowship?  Wisdom?  Or Christ himself?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For Christians.  What a role does Christ play in our lives?  A character in the Bible?  A concept?  A helper on call?  Someone to remember on Sunday?  Or the God and a real person interacting with us every day?  
· Are we, similar to Epaphras, faithful ministers of Christ?  
· We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.  To this end I labour, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow and Xiaoyan Lu, 12/12/2013 
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