Matthew 5 (27-48), 10/30/09

· Opening

· Is divorce very common in the place where you were from?  What do you think about the high divorce rate in today’s America and China?  Do you agree that divorce is the right thing to do in certain cases?  

· Do you know the Ten Commandments?  What are they?  What do you think of them?  (Exodus 20:1-17)  

· Last Friday, we studied Jesus’ sermon on the mountain, about the eight Beatitudes and about the fulfillment of God’s law.  What are the Beatitudes?  What is the fulfillment of the Law?  Do you remember the specific case that we discussed last time?  Today we are going to look at more cases that Jesus preached on.  Read Matthew 5:26~48.  

· Adultery and Divorce (5:27-32)
· Have you ever committed sins like stated in verse 28?  If so, should we literally do according to vv. 29~30?  Will one be able to keep away from such sins if his eye is gouged out or his hand cut out?  

· In vv. 29~30, Jesus is not teaching self-mutilation, for even a blind man can lust.  What he is saying is figuratively that we should deal as drastically as necessary with sin.  NIV Study Bible.  

· We should be sensitive to sins.  

· We should have the determination.  

· In typical Semitic fashion, Jesus speaks more graphically than we do: “cut off your hand,” “pluck out our eye,” “turn the other cheek.” If we followed the last statement literally, we would only have to follow it when someone hit us on the right cheek.  Instead, in each case we have to discover the principle he is making and then apply that to our lives.  Pastor Secker.  

· For divorce, see Deut 24:1 and Matthew 19:3-10.  

· Under the teaching of vv. 31~32, what kind of divorce is allowed?  Why would other kinds of divorces be considered adultery under God’s Law?  Should one never divorce under those circumstances? How about under the situation of domestic violence?

· The standard of “adultery” here should be the same as in verse 28.

· Adultery – breach of the Godly relationship of marriage, in heart or in act.  

· When a man divorces his wife wrongly (i.e., when his wife has not been sexually immoral), the husband makes her commit adultery.  Even though some female Jewish divorcees would have gone back to live with their parents in shame, many would have sought to remarry (which seems to be the typical situation that Jesus is addressing here).  Jesus is thus indicating that such second marriages begin with committing adultery, since the divorce would not have been valid in God’s eyes.  But Jesus places primary blame on the husband who has wrongly divorced his wife, by stating that he (the husband) “makes her commit adultery.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  

· What is wrong to interpret the teaching of vv. 29~30 literally?  

· Based on Jesus’ teaching, what should be our attitude toward divorce?  

· Oath (5:33-37)
· Did you ever swear or give an oath?  For what reason?  Is there anything wrong to swear to God?  

· Many people swear in trying to make their words credible to other.  However, many swears are made on things that one cannot control.  

· Some have understood Jesus’ prohibition of oaths to be universal, but Jesus Himself submitted to oath (26:63), and Paul invoked God as his witness in Rom. 1:9.  God Himself takes an oath so that we might be encouraged (Heb 6:17).  Jesus is addressing a narrow and misleading legalism that required a specific oath to make spoken words binding.  The implication of such an approach to honesty is that we do not need to be truthful except under oath.  Jesus demands an integrity of speech as through everything were under oath.  He also prohibited the implicit idolatry of swearing by anything less than God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussion  

· What is your personal experience?  

· Eye for Eye, and Love for Enemies (5:38-47)
· Have you heard “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”?  Is this a Chinese saying?  Is this a good rule of thumb for our daily behavior?  Is there a better way?  Why better?  

· “If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.”  Would you do that?  Now let me strike you on one cheek, would you turn to me the other also?  What is the true meaning of this sentence and several other related ones?

· The Golden Rule and the ancient laws of justice: 

· The Golden Rule: Do to others as you would have them do to you.  V. 31.  

· The ancient laws of justice: “You must purge the evil from among you.  The rest of the people will hear of this and be afraid, and never again will such an evil thing be done among you.  Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.”  (Deuteronomy 19:19-21; also Exodus 21:23-25).  

· This “law of retaliation” was God’s means of maintaining justice and purging evil from among his people (see Deut. 19:20–21).  It was intended to prevent inappropriate punishment (the punishment should fit the crime) and was imposed by civil authorities rather than individuals.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The above laws might be justice; however, it also doubles the amount of harm done, the number of people harmed, and the number of people inflicting harm.  After all is said and done, it may or may not stop the cycle of hatred and retribution.  

· What did Jesus say?  “If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.”  Why?  We have to go back to Luke verses 27, 28, and 31:

· Verses 27, 28.  “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”

· The heart of Jesus’ teaching is love.  While the Golden Rule is sometimes expressed in negative form outside the Bible, Jesus not only forbids treating others spitefully but also commands that we love everyone – even our enemies.  NIV Study Bible.  Jesus is the first to give the Golden Rule in this positive form.  The Reformation Study Bible.  

· V. 39.  “Do not resist an evil person.”  Jesus is not prohibiting the use of force by governments, police, or soldiers when combating evil (see Luke 3:12–14; Rom. 13:1–4; 1 Pet. 2:13–14).  Rather, Jesus’ focus here is on individual conduct, as indicated by the contrast with Matt. 5:38, which shows that he is prohibiting the universal human tendency to seek personal revenge (see Rom. 12:19).  If anyone slaps you on the right cheek pictures a backhanded slap given as an insult.  One should not return an insulting slap, which would lead to escalating violence.  In the case of a more serious assault, Jesus’ words should not be taken to prohibit self-defense (see Luke 12:11; 22:36–38; Acts 22:1; 24:10) or fleeing from evil (see 1 Sam. 19:10; Luke 4:29–30; John 8:59; 10:39; 2 Cor. 11:32–33), for often a failure to resist a violent attack leads to even more serious abuse.  Acting in love toward an attacker (Matt. 5:44; 22:39) will often include taking steps to prevent him from attempting further attacks.  Jesus’ teaching must be applied with wisdom in the light of related Scriptures that address similar situations.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Why should we love our enemy?  Because God loves them!  Remember we are sinners too, just like them.  

· Discussion

· Please share your own experience.

· Wrapping up

· Do you remember the Ten Commandments we discussed at the beginning?  Do you see the correspondence of teachings here to the Commandments?  And the two biggest commandments that Jesus pointed out in the New Testament?

6.
You shall not murder.  This corresponds directly to vv. 21-26.

7.
You shall not commit adultery.  This corresponds directly to vv. 27-32.  

8.
You shall not steal.  This corresponds to vv. 38-47.  More will be said next time.

9.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  This corresponds directly to vv. 27-32.  

10.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  This corresponds to vv. 38-47.  More will be said next time.  
· The sermons of Chapter 5 concentrated on the relationship among people.  Looking forward to Chapter 6, what do you expect?  After highlighting Commandments 8 and 10, the teaching moves onto the relations between man and God – Commandments 1 to 4.  It is amazing to see when we can lay Matthew Chapters 5-7 onto the Ten Commandments.  Can you see more insights from this perspective?  

· Can you also lay the above onto the summary of the New Testaments: (1) Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind; and (2) Love your neighbor as yourself?  (Matthew 22:36-40)?  What insights can you get?  Hope that you will be amazed at Jesus’ teaching (Matthew 7:28).  
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