Matthew 2, Magi’s Visit and Escape to Egypt, 9/25/09

· Opening

· Who is the youngest baby in the Bible Study families?  What did you bring when you first went to see him or her?  

· What would be your reaction if Obama comes to visit Storrs?  The reactions of people in Storrs?  

· We all have dreams during sleep.  Do you act according to dreams after waking up?  Why and why not?  

· Last Friday, we had a special gathering presented by Pastor Liu.  Do you like it?  What did you learn?  Two Fridays before, we studied Matthew 1 about Jesus’ family tree and his birth.  Tonight, we shall study two events during Jesus’ infancy – the visit by the Magi and the escape to Egypt.  Read the Bible Matthew 2.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Visit of the Magi (2:1-12)
· Picture what happened.  

· When did this event occur?  Where?  

· Who are the key people in these verses?  King Herod, Magi, chief priests and teachers of the law, Mary, and Jesus.  How many Magi?  What did they do and why?  

· Is the description similar to or different from the Christmas scene that you are familiar with?  

· During the time of King Herod.  

· King Herod.  Herod the Great to be distinguished from the other Herods in the Bible.  Herod was a non-Jew, an Idumean, who was appointed king of Judea by the Roman Senate in 40. B.C. and gained control in 37.  Like most rulers of the day, he was ruthless, murdering his wife, his three sons, mother-in-law, brother-in-law, uncle and many others – not to mention the babies in Bethlehem.  His reign was also noted for splendor, as seen in the many theaters, amphitheaters, monuments, pagan alters, fortress and other buildings he erected or refurbished – including the greatest work of all, the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem, begun in 20 B.C. and finished 68 years after his death.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Herod the Great is known to have died in 4 B.C.  Therefore Jesus was actually born in about 5 or 6 B.C. according to the standard dating of the Gregorian calendar.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Magi and the star.  

· Magi.  Probably astrologers, perhaps from Persia or southern Arabia, both of which are east of the Holy Land.  NIV Study Bible.

· Magi.  The “Magi” (or wise men) were not king, but priests or court advisers, such as Joseph or Daniel.  They were probably from Mesopotamia, the region of ancient Babylon, although other locations east of Palestine have been suggested.  There are numerous accounts of ancient astrologers interpreting astronomical phenomena as heralding the birth of king.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Star.  This may have been a planetary conjunction, a supernova, or something purely supernatural.  Whatever the case, it alludes to the star of Jacob (Num 24:17), which was prophesied by another Gentile, Balaam.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  NIV Study Bible.

· Born king.  The Magi recognized that Jesus was born a king, not that he would become one later on.  

· King of the Jews.  Indicates the Magi were Gentiles.  

· Why Herod was disturbed by the news?  He was afraid of the threat to his power.  Why were the people also disturbed?  Should they feel happy instead for the Messiah’s arrival?  In peaceful days, the news of another king may not be so welcome by people who are only focused in their daily lives.

· Chief priests and teachers of the law.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Chief priests.  Sadducees who were in charge of worship at the temple in Jerusalem.

· Teachers of the law.  The Jewish scholars of the day, professionally trained in the development, teaching, and application of OT law.  

· Bethlehem.    

· Mic 5:2.  

· A village about five miles south of Jerusalem.

· This fulfills one of the important prophecies in the Old Testament regarding the coming of the Christ.  

· The religious experts concluded from the prophets that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem; but not one of them bothered to make the short journey with the Magi to see Christ.  Reformation Study Bible.   

· On coming to the house .. and of myrrh.    

· House.  Jesus was no longer in a stable (Luke 2:7).  This visit was some time after the birth (v. 1), perhaps a year or more.  Although the Magi could scarcely have realized the full symbolic value of their gifts, Matthew records them to show the fulfillment of Old Testament passage where Gentiles bring their wealth to Israel’s king (Ps 72:10; Is 60:6).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Gold .. incense .. myrrh.  The three gifts perhaps gave rise to the legend that there were three “wise man.”  But the Bible does not indicate the number of the Magi, and they were certainly not king.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Myrrh.  Probably to be identified with labdanum, an aromatic gum exuded from the leaves of the cistus rose.  Its oil was used in beauty treatment, and it was sometimes mixed with wine and drunk to relieve pain.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion: 

· Why did the Magi come?  Would it be worthwhile to travel such a long distance to see an infant?  

· What did King Herod do?  Did he do the right thing, politically or in God’s sight?  

· Were the chief priests and teachers of the law knowledgeable?  Did they do the right thing?  Why didn’t they follow the Magi to Bethlehem?  

· If you were King Herod, what would you do?  How about if you were one of the Magi or one of the chief priests or teachers of the law?  Would you go and visit the new born king? 

· The Jewish people have been waiting for the Messiah for a long time.  From the reactions of the leaders of the Jew, were they ready for the Messiah?

· How about now?  What would you do if the Christ has indeed not just arrived, but died for you sin, and resurrected?  Would you like to take a step to meet him or would you like to stay back just like what the chief priests and teachers of the law did?  

· Where did King Herod go for an answer?  The chief priests and teachers of the law.  Where did they look for answers in turn?  The Holy Scripture. 

· The Escape to Egypt (2:13-18) 
· Picture what happened.  

· What is the relationship between Israel and Egypt, back in Abraham’s time, in Jesus’ time, and now?  

· How was Joseph noticed of Herod’s plot?  What did he do then?  

· Joseph was told by an angel of the Lord in a dream.

· He immediately got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt.  

· Fulfill.  

· Hos 11:1 refers to God’s calling His son Israel out of Egypt in the Exodus.  Matthew means that the history of God’s redemption of Israel points toward to Jesus, the true son of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Matthew is quoting from Jer. 31:15, from a prophecy about the return of Israel from exile.  Rachel, the mother, represents all Israel in her weeping, and the departure of Christ to Egypt is like the departure of Rachel’s sons, Joseph and Benjamin, to Egypt (Gen. 37:28; 43:15).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Weeping for all the babies who were killed by King Herod.

· This fulfills one of the important prophecies in the Old Testament regarding the coming of the Christ.  

· The early church fathers saw what they called “a recapitulation” theme in the life of Jesus.  To recapitulate means to repeat in summary form (lit. to repeat the headings).  Matthew, since he is writing to Jewish Christians, emphasizes it the most: Jesus recapitulates the history of Israel: He goes down to Egypt as Israel did.  When he comes back, Matthew quotes an OT passage about Israel: “Out of Egypt have I called my son.”  Like Israel he passes through the Jordan River in his baptism.  Israel wandered 40 years in the wilderness; he is there for 40 days, etc.
· Discussion: 

· If you were Joseph, would you bring Jesus and Mary to Egypt?  Why or why not?  If so, when would you do it?

· Did King Herod do the right thing for killing all the boys in Bethlehem two years and under, politically?  From God’s view point?  

· Do you dream?  What is the role of dreams in your life?  Is that the major way that God communicate with us today?  Can we hear what God is trying to tell us now?  Bible, Holy Spirit, love the Lord, a close relationship with the Lord, and fellowship with brothers and sisters.  

· If you know God’s plan for you, would you follow?  Right away?  

· The Return to Nazareth (2:19-23) 
· Picture what happened.  

· Who, where, when, what, how, and why?  

· But when he heard that Archelaus .. the district of Galilee.  NIV Study Bible. 

· Archelaus.  The son of Herod the Great ruled over Judea and Samaria for ten years (4 B.C. – A.D. 6).  He was unusually cruel and tyrannical and so was deposed.  Judea then became a Roman province, administered by governors appointed by the emperor.  

· Galilee.  The northern part of the Holy Land in Jesus’ day.  

· He shall be called a Nazarene.  

· The Old Testament has no verse exactly corresponding to this, but note that Matthew introduces this reference to the prophets in more general items than his other quotations.  Reformation Study Bible.

· Nazareth was Christ’s home, but Matthew’s report is probably that Jesus would be despised, as people from Nazareth were (John 1:46; 7:42, 52).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Is. 11:1 refers to the Messiah as a “branch” (Hebrew netzer) from the roots of Jesse; this verse may have been in mind.  Reformation Study Bible.

· Discussion: 

· If you were Joseph, would you bring Jesus and Mary back to Israel?  Why or why not?  

· Did Jesus have a smooth and trouble-free infancy?  Why or why not?  

· Wrapping up

· Do you now see the fulfillment of OT prophecies in the NT?  

· What is the relationship between faith and deed?  Which one do you have, faith, deed, or both?  What would you do now, not that Christ was just born, but that he also died for us and has been resurrected?  Do you want to look for him?  “For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.”  Matthew 7:8. 
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