Matthew 8, Faith and Calming the Storm, 12/4/09

· Opening

· What do you think about the current H1N1 flu situation?  Do you want to get close to someone who has that flu?  How do you know that some one who had the flu is safe to get close to now?  What measures had been taken by governments or UConn to prevent the flu from spreading?  How would the measures be different if the virus had been more fatal?  

· Do you have any experience about healing the sick or demon-possessed?  

· Did Jesus marry?  How about Peter?  

· Last time we studied the last chapter of Sermon on the Mountain, including not judging others; ask, seek, and knock; the narrow and wide gates, and the amazement of the crowd.  Within the context of the Sermon of the Mountain, what was the main subject when Jesus said “For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened”?  The kingdom of heaven.  

· Tonight we shall see what happened when Jesus came down from the Mount.  People did ask, seek and knock.  For what?  Kingdom of heaven?  No!  Nevertheless, did Jesus answer them?  Yes, including healing the sick and driving out demons.  Why?  We shall examine from several perspectives the people involved and their attitudes, who Jesus is, and the implications on us.  Read the Bible Matthew 8.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Man with Leprosy (8:1-4) (See also Luke 5:12-14)
· Picture what is happening here.  Who initiated this healing process?  Why?  What was Jesus’ response to the man’s request?  

· Leprosy .. make me clean.  

· Leprosy.  The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the skin – not necessarily leprosy.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Make me clean.  Leprosy made a person ceremonially unclean as well as physically afflicted.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What did Jesus do and why?  

· Don’t tell anyone.  Perhaps for several reasons (NIV Study Bible): 

· Jesus did not want to be considered just a miracle worker.  

· He did not want his teaching ministry to be hindered by too much publicity being given to his healing miracles.  

· He did not want his death to come prematurely, i.e., before he had finished his ministry.  

· Why did Jesus heal the man then?  God’s love!  

· Show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded.  

· According to the Jewish Law (Lev. 14:2~32), a person’s cleanness or uncleanness shall be decided by the priests based on a set of complicated rules, and a person who became clean shall offer sacrifice to thank God.  

· The above instruction from Jesus confirmed his position of fulfilling the Law.  

· Discussion

· Glance through Lev. 13 and 14.  

· With the knowledge of modern medical science, would you marvel at the set of rules that God told the Israelites more than 3500 years ago?  

· Have you brought requests to Jesus?  Has he responded?  How?  

· Do you have requests to bring to Jesus now?  Remember ask, seek, and knock.

· The Faith of the Centurion (8:5-13) (See also Luke 7:1-10)
· Who are your bosses?  In what sense?  Who are under you?  In what sense?  

· Picture what is happening here.  A centurion in Capernaum.  His servant was sick and about to die.  (Luke: Elders of the Jews pleaded for him.)  “Say the word and my servant will be healed.”  Authority.  

· Centurion.  

· Nominally in command of a hundred men, though the actual number varied.  The centurions in the New Testament are all men of good character (7:4; 23:47; Acts 10:2; 27:43).  The Reformation Study Bible.  

· This centurion showed genuine concern for his servant, and he was admired by the Jews, who spoke favorably of him even though he was a gentile.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This centurion had faith in God.  

· Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.  NIV Study Bible.  

· It was uncommon for a gentile to call a Jew “Lord.”  For the centurion, the only Lord should be the Roman Empire.  

· This statement revealed how highly the centurion regarded Jesus.  Or perhaps his response reflects his own sense of moral guilt in the presence of Jesus.  

· Jesus was astonished.  

· Thus far, Jesus healed people when he was with them.  The centurion, based on his understanding of authority within the Roman army, had faith that Jesus could heal his servant by His word at a distance.  The healing was not because Jesus was a magical doctor, but because Jesus had the “authority” to heal.  There is a difference between “ability” and “authority.”  The centurion keenly saw the authority behind Jesus’ conduct, which had not been realized by most of the Jews at that time.  

· Where did Jesus’ authority come from?  

· Many will come from the east ..  kingdom of heaven.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The universality of the gospel is one of Matthew’s themes.  

· Feast .. in the kingdom of heaven.  The eschatological Messianic banquet that symbolizes the blessings of an intimate relationship with God.  NIV Study Bible.  

· But the subjects of the kingdom .. gnashing of teeth.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Subjects of the kingdom.  Jews who thought their Judaism was an inherited passport for entrance into the kingdom.  

· Outside, into the darkness.  Hell.  

· Weeping and gnashing of teeth.  The horrible suffering experienced in hell.  

· Discussions.  

· The centurion showed great faith in trusting Jesus’ words.  How are we doing day by day in trusting God’s words?  Do we fully realize the authority behind His words?  

· Jesus Heals Many (8:14-17) (See also Luke 4:38-41)
· Picture what is happening here.  Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law, who didn’t ask Jesus for the healing.  She then began to wait on him.

· He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.  NIV Study Bible.

· This verse came from Isaiah 53:4.

· Carried.  Bore the burden of.  The diseases were not transferred to Jesus in the sense of making him ill.  

· Discussion  

· Has Jesus taken up our infirmities and carried our diseases?  Share your experience.  

· The Cost of Following Jesus (8:18-22)  (Also see Luke 9:57-60)
· Picture what happened.  Why should one follow Jesus?  Rosy future?  Jesus explained the cost of following Him.  Also road to the cross.  

· Bury my father.  

· If his father had already died, the man would have been occupied with the burial then.  But evidently he wanted to wait until after his father’s death, which might have been years away.  Jesus told him that the spiritually dead could bury the physically dead, and that the spiritually alive should be busy proclaiming the kingdom of God.  NIV Study Bible.  

· We must also deny ourselves and take up our cross daily and follow Jesus.  

· Discussion  

· What does it mean to follow Jesus?  What is the price to pay?  Sufferings?  

· If so, why should one ever follow Him?  1 Peter 2:9.  Christians, “you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  Wow!  

· Have you calculated the cost of following Jesus?  How about the cost of not to follow Him?  

· Jesus Calms the Storm (8:23-27)  (Also see Luke 8:22-25)  
· Picture what happened.  The Sea of Galilee is seven hundred feet below sea level and bounded by mountains.  Cool air can sweep down and whip up sudden storms.  Jesus’ sleep followed the labors of a busy day.  

· Have you experienced furious storms?  What did you do then?  Please share your experience.  

· After going through the Sermon on the Mount and observing the many miraculous signed that Jesus had performed, what would you expect the disciples to do in that situation?  What would Jesus expect them to do?  If we were one of the disciples there, what would we do?  

· Jesus’ calming the storm was based on his authority over the nature as the Son of God.  The disciples were behind the centurion in realizing this point.  

· Why did Jesus ask “You of little faith”?  With faith, what could they have done?  

· Who is Jesus?  Did the disciples know who Jesus was after this experience?  No.  However, the devils knew, even without such an experience – Son of God, see v. 29.  

· Discussion

· Do you know who Jesus is?  

· How do you handle storms in your life?  Have you thought that God was asleep when you were struggling?  Would you bring the requests to Jesus?  

· The Healing of Two Demon-Possessed Men (8:28-34)  (Also see Luke 8:26-37)  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus and his disciples sailed to the region of the Gadarenes, and Jesus healed demon-possessed men.  The demons went into a large herd of pigs, and the pigs rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.  People from the town came and found out what happened, and then asked Jesus to leave them.  

· The demon-possessed man.  

· “Demon” meant a supernatural being.  A demon could cause mental disorder (John 10:20), violent action (Luke 8:26-29), bodily disease (Luke 13:11, 16), and rebellion against God (Rev. 16:14).  NIV Study Bible, Luke 4:33.  

· Did demons know Jesus?  Yes.  See v. 29.  Do you know Jesus?  

· What did Jesus want with the men?  He wanted to save them from the demons out of God’s love.  

· “Son of God” (v.29) – Ironically the first one to call out Jesus’ true identity was his enemy – the demons.  This can be regarded as a testimony from the opposite side.  

· Pigs.  

· Pigs were unclean to Jews, and eating them was forbidden, but this was the Decapolis, a predominantly Gentile territory.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Though Jesus seemingly consented to the demons’ request, the pigs carried the demons into the depths of the sea – perhaps symbolic of the Abyss.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What did the people of the region do and why?  

· They were probably more concerned about their financial loss than about the deliverance of the miserable demon-possessed man.  NIV Study Bible. 
· They could also be frightened by the because of the strange events, not seeing the love shown in Jesus’ acts toward the possessed person. 

· If you were people of the region then, what would you do?  

· Discussion 

· Many people are hesitant to accept Jesus because of the “cost” in their calculation: financial losses (e.g., tithe or not participate in illegal or immoral financial activities), time losses (e.g., studying the Bible, praying, participating in the Bible Study, and worshiping Him on Sunday), personal freedom (e.g., not cheating, ..).  If you are one of them, do you see that you are missing after reading this story?  

· For Christians, have your lives been changed after you trusted in Jesus?  In what aspects?  Have you made that known to your friends?  

· Wrapping up

· While we are amazed at God’s teaching in Lev. 13 and 14, please follow the best practice about preventing the spread of H1N1.  

· Do you have requests to bring to Jesus?  As related to the kingdom of heaven or what?  Do you have the faith that Jesus would answer them?  

· Who is Jesus?  With power and authority?  Where does his power and authority come from?  
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