Colossians 3, 1/10/2014

Opening
· Happy New Year.  Which year is this?  Counting from which point in time?  Why?  
· Many people took days off during this holiday season, including professors or managers.  When they are not around, do you take life easy as well – not including your own days off?  
· If you were a professor or a manager, how would you treat your graduate assistants or employees during this holiday season or in general?  
· A more generic issue is this.  Christians should set their minds on things above and not on earthly issues.  Right?  Should we then take our lives easy since our minds are not here?  What to fight for?  
· What did we discuss in Chapter 2?  Spiritual fullness in Christ and freedom from human rules.  Do we have to follow human rules or the Law of the Old Testament?  Why or why not?  If not, what to follow?  Will there be any standard?  
· Are we easily tempted?  In what aspects?  Then what to do?  

Put On the New Self (3:1-17)
· Col. 3:1–4 The Proper Focus: Christ and the Life Above.  This pivotal section marks an end to Paul’s polemic against the false teacher and is a bridge to his appeals for the Colossians to live in a manner pleasing to the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 3:3 your life is hidden with Christ in God.  Paul uses the language of Isaiah and the Psalms to express the security of the people of God as they trust in him (Isa. 49:2; Ps. 27:5–6; 31:19–20).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 3:5–4:6 Instructions on Living the Christian Life.  Based on their death and resurrection with Christ and the hope of a future life with him, Paul encourages the Colossians to continue eliminating sinful behaviors from their lives and cultivating Christian virtues.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What are common sinful behaviors?  
· What are good Christian virtues?  
· How to eliminating sinful behaviors and cultivating Christian virtues?  
· Col. 3:5–11 Dealing with the Sins of the Past.  Paul calls the Colossians to make a decisive break with the sinful tendencies they have carried with them into their Christian lives.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 3:5 Put to death.  Because believers have died with Christ (2:20; 3:3), they can get rid of sinful practices (Rom. 6:11; 8:13).  The language of putting to death indicates that Christians have to take severe measures to conquer sin.  Watchfulness and prayerfulness against it will be the first steps (see Matt. 26:41), with self-discipline following (Matt. 5:29–30).  
· Sexual immorality refers to every kind of sexual activity outside of marriage.  Five of the items that Paul lists have to do with sexual purity, stressing the importance of bringing this area of life under the control and lordship of Christ.  
· Which is idolatry.  Greed, sexual sin, and other vices can intrude into one’s relationship with God, taking his place as a focus of devotion.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 3:8 put them all away.  Paul lists five more vices (cf. v. 5) that Christians need to get rid of.  These five all have a bearing on social relationships among believers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· When was the last time that you did these things?  How often do you do them?  
· Is it easy to get rid of them?  
· Col. 3:12–17 Putting on the Virtues of Christ.  Paul calls the Colossians to a holy lifestyle, consistent with their new identity.  Believers have been chosen by God and stand before him as his beloved holy ones.  They are to live up to what they are in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· When was the last time that you did these things?  How often do you do them?  
· Is it easy to let them be part of us?  
· Discussion
· How can we eliminate sinful behaviors and cultivate Christian virtues?  Verses 1, 14-17.  

Rules for Christian Households (3:18-25)
· Col. 3:18–4:1 Living in the Christian Household.  Paul gives instructions for the various members of a Christian household.  He addresses wives and husbands, children and fathers, and slaves (or bondservants) and masters.  Significantly, he addresses the women, children, and slaves (or bondservants) directly as equal members of the Christian household, and he addresses each of them first in their respective sections.  Cf. Eph. 5:22–6:9.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 3:21 do not provoke your children.  Men are urged to restrain their anger and any other attitudes that can embitter their children (cf. Eph. 6:4), lest they despair of pleasing their parents.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 3:22–25 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters.  As in any other city or village in the Roman world, there would have been many slaves (or bondservants) at Colossae; Paul treats them with dignity and appeals to them directly to honor Christ in their hearts, work, and behavior.  Slaves (or bondservants) should work heartily, not primarily to please their earthly masters but as if they were working for the Lord.  The principles of Col. 3:22–4:1 apply to employers and employees today.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· If you were a professor or a manager, how would you treat your graduate assistants or employees during this holiday season or in general?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How to balance things above and things below?  
· How could each of us truly follow the teaching of this chapter?  
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