Matthew 9, Healing the Sick and Calling Matthew, 12/11/09

· Opening 

· If you are a sales person, which kind of stuff is easier for you to sell – dietary supplements or medicine for disease treatment?  Why?  

· Does one need to be “near perfect” then to become a Christian?  

· The shopping season is here.  Do you like to buy new stuff?  Why kind of things do you prefer to be new, and what kind to be old?  Clothes, jewelry, antiques, shoes, friends, environment, or systems?  What happens when old faces new?  Is it easy for a person to adjust to a new environment or a new system?  

· Last week we studied what happened when Jesus came down from the Mountain – he had to deal with many miscellaneous things, including healing the sick and driving out demons.  We examined from different perspectives the people involved and their attitudes, who Jesus is, and the implications on us.  Tonight we shall continue to study Jesus’ healing, including a paralytic, a sick woman, a dead girl, two blind men, and a demon-possessed man.  More importantly, we will see how Matthew, the author of this book, became a Christian.  What is a Christian?  A complicated process of soul searching taking three years to trust in Jesus?  We will find out.  Read the Bible Matthew 9.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· Jesus Heals a Paralytic (9:1-8) (See also Mark 2:3-12, Luke 5:18-26)
· Matt. 8:1–9:38.  The Authoritative Power of the Messiah: Kingdom Power Demonstrated. Jesus has shown himself as the Messiah in word through his teaching (chs. 5–7) and now shows himself to be the Messiah in deed through the performance of many miracles, demonstrating that the kingdom of God truly has arrived.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Picture what are happening here.  

· If you were put on the spot, what would you do?  “Son, your sins are forgiven” or “Get up, take your mat and go home”?  Why?  

· “When Jesus saw their faith .., sins are forgiven.”  The faith of the men who carried him as well as the faith of the paralyzed man.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The gift of faith does heal us because it restores us to the relationship that we should be in with God: As people who trust him as the loving God that he is because of what Christ has done for us.  Of course that does not mean that we no longer commit sins, for our faith is not perfect and we still have that “old sinful self” within us as we all know.  But once we are in the healed relationship, we may be better able to receive a physical healing too.  Pastor Secker.  

· Your sins are forgiven implies that in this case sin and sickness are related but also that, of the two, sin is the more fundamental problem.  Though individual sin is not always the direct cause of a person's disease or illness (John 9:2–3), ultimately all corruption and death result from the entrance of sin into the world (see Gen. 2:17; 3:16–19).  ESV Study Bible.  

· What was going on in the mind of the paralytic after Jesus said “Your sins are forgiven”?  In the mind of his friends?  The teachers of the law?  How were sin and the authority of God linked (Jn 9:1-3)?  

· In Jewish theology, only God, not even the Messiah, could forgive sins.  However, both things, forgiving sins and healing the paralytic, are equally impossible to men but are equally easy to God and the Son of God, Jesus.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Blaspheming – including usurping God’s prerogative to forgive sins.  

· The teachers of the law did not believe that Jesus had the ability to heal the paralytic, nor the authority to forgive sins.  

· Why didn’t Jesus directly heal that person?  Beyond the healing of the body, there is a spiritual healing, i.e., reconciling with God.  

· Discussion 

· Are we bold enough to help our friends and ourselves to get healed, body-wise and spiritually?  How?  

· The Calling of Matthew (9:9-13) (See also Mark 2:14-17 and Luke 5:27-32)
· How did you decide to study under a particular professor?  A complicated reasoning process?  Then what?  How did you decide to marry your better half?  A complicated analyzing process?  Then what?  How did or would you decide to follow Jesus?  A complicated soul searching process?  Then what?  Many decisions depend on a leap of faith to make the last move.  

· Picture what happened.  Follow me; dinner with tax collectors and sinners; “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  Meanings?  

· Matthew.  

· Mark and Luke call this disciple Levi in the parallel account.  

· What was Matthew’s profession?  A tax collector.  

· Why did people relate Matthew with sinners?  Tax collectors were looked down upon as traitors by the Jews for working for the Romans and exploiting their own people.  

· On that day, however, he became one of the twelve disciples with a simple calling by Jesus, and later on became the author of the first gospel Matthew.  Wow!  

· What did Matthew do after he followed Jesus?  Inviting his friends to get to know Jesus.  

· Why were the Pharisees puzzled when Jesus had dinner at Matthew’s house?  What was the major difference about the understanding of God by the Pharisees vs. what Jesus tried to tell the people?  

· Who are the “sinners”?  

· Notoriously evil people as well as those who refused to follow the Mosaic Law as interpreted by the teachers of the law.  They commonly include tax collectors, adulterers, robbers, and the like.  (NIV Study Bible)  

· “Sinners” also included people who simply did not have the time and the means to comply with all of the laws as interpreted by the Scribes and the Pharisees.  The latter had 613 rules they tried to follow every day.  So many common people were also considered “sinners.”  (Pastor Secker)  

· “Not the healthy who .. but the sick.”  

· The Pharisees considered themselves “healthy” before God because of their observance of the law, and thus they were blind to their spiritual sickness.  Jesus’ point is that only those who realize their need come to him to receive the help they need.  ESV Study Bible.  

· People must recognize themselves as sinners before they can be spiritually healed.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice” is a quotation from Hos. 6:6.  “Sacrifice” summarized observance of religious rituals.  More important to God was “mercy,” which would have led the Pharisees to care for these sinners as Jesus did.  ESV Study Bible.  

· When God says he desires mercy and not sacrifice that does not mean that ritual and ceremonies are bad.  It is in fact impossible not to have ritual and ceremony.  He means the misuse of sacrifice and ritual: performing them without faith, thinking we can merit God’s love by doing them, going through them without thinking about what they mean, etc.  Pastor Secker.  

· Discussions.  

· Beyond regular medical checkups, would you go to a doctor if you do not feel sick?  No.  How about spiritually?  Are we perfectly alright or have we sinned (not talking about “crimes”)?  Do we have a good relationship with God?  When Jesus calls, how would we respond?  Examine ourselves, see that we are sinners, repent, and follow Jesus just as what Matthew did two thousand years ago.  

· From here do you see any qualifications that one should have in order to be accepted by Jesus?  Does one need to be “righteously enough” or to reach a certain standard?  No!  The only thing required is to realize one’s need of healing and come to Jesus.  

· Are we willing to bring our friends to God?  Are we willing to make friends with those we don’t like or outcast by the society?  We are all children of God!  Remember Jesus’ attitude.  

· Jesus Questioned about Fasting (9:14-17) (Mark 2:18-22 and Luke 5:33-39)
· Picture what happened.  John’s disciples and the Pharisees fasted, but not the disciples of Jesus.  Why not?  Jesus answered by using three parables of the bridegroom and the guests, a patch of un-shrunk cloth and an old garment, and new wind and old wineskins.  Meaning?  

· What is fasting?  

· The abstinence from food and drink for a period.  

· What for?  People fast for different reasons: Diet, protest, self-punishment, Qi Kong, … 

· How should we view fasting?  Dr. James Bell.  
· Fasting.  Used in the Old Testament, particularly in times of stress or danger.  The intention seems to be to enhance communication with God, and fasting is used in conjunction with prayer.  Fasting was done by the Pharisees in the New Testament as a ritual.  This was not approved by Jesus (Matthew 6:16 ff.)  I see no evidence of a command to fast, however, it was practiced by early disciples (I Cor 7:5, Acts 13:2, 3 and 14:23; Matt 6:16).  Matthew 17:1 says “This kind of demon will come out only with prayer and fasting” – this signals that fasting intensifies our pleas to God in difficult circumstances.  Matthew 6:16 says when you fast, not “if.”  This is another indication of usage by the disciples of Jesus.  
· So, I believe fasting to still be useful by individuals and small groups of Christians who are in times of distress, danger, or other intense need whether for themselves or for someone else.  Fasting, with prayer, intensifies our communication with God when there is an especially serious need.  I have used it myself sparingly (probably not enough), and I have known others who have fasted and prayed and received rewards both for themselves and others.  I do not believe that one fasts on a “scheduled” basis, however.  
· Why didn’t Jesus’ disciples fast when Jesus was with them?  

· Jesus himself is the bridegroom, and the Lord of All.  Therefore the time when he was with his disciples should be a joyous time.  

· Jewish people value traditions.  This is good.  However, sometimes they overvalue tradition (the Old) but losing sight of the true meaning behind those formalities: God’s words, love, and purposes.  Jesus was to bring us back to God (the New).  

· Fasting and observing the Sabbath are two examples of traditions overshadowing truth.  

· Should we stick to traditions (old) or try to understand the true meaning of things and then decide what to do (new)?  

· Fasting, prayer and almsgiving (Matt. 6) are the three parts of what is the church has called “the external discipline.”  They are called parts of the external discipline because we should not wait for the Holy Spirit to motivate us to do them, as happens with peace, joy, love, hope, and the other fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5).  Rather we must discipline ourselves to do them.  We should set aside what we can on the first day of the week for church and charity (almsgiving).  That requires discipline.  The Holy Spirit at times prays in us with groans too deep for words, but we should pray at fairly regular times: When we arise, before and after we eat, before we retire at night.  That requires discipline.  We cannot merit grace by these things, but we do not need to.  Jesus has won all the grace we need.  But disciplining ourselves to do these things can help us!

· A patch of un-shrunk cloth and an old garment.  

· Have you sewn a new patch on an old garment before?  Wash the garment, then what will happen?  

· New wineskin.  

· In ancient times goatskins were used to hold wine.  As the fresh grape juice fermented, the wine would expand, and the wineskin would stretch.  But a used skin, already stretched, would break.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus brings a newness that cannot be confined within the old forms.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The parables here are not trying to say the new is better than the old, but instead, our acts should match the inner meaning, not just comply with a tradition or ritual.  To do that, we need to understand the meaning behinds God’s commands.  This is the “new” message brought forth by Jesus – to fulfill the Law.  

· Discussion  

· What is a Christian?  Old or new?  Why?  Has the “new wine” of Jesus burst some of our “old wineskins”?  Is the wine bursting right now?  What should we do?  Ro 12:1-2.  

· The old vs. new comparisons are also related to the previous paragraph of Jesus calling for sinners.  That is a new teaching too!  

· A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman (9:18-26)  (Mark 5:22-43 and Luke 8:41-56)
· Picture what happened.  

· “A ruler came and .. has just died.”  

· Ruler.  From Mark and Luke, he was a synagogue ruler named Jairus.  

· Has just died.  Mark 5:23 has “is dying,” but Matthew omits reference to the later messengers (Mk 5:35) and condenses by presenting as the outset what was actually true before Jesus reached the house.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The sick woman.  Before Jesus could reach Jairus’ house, he was delayed by a sick woman.  

· What did the sick woman suffer?  An “unclean” disease.  

· “Your faith has healed you.”  Faith itself does not do the healing; God does. But the woman’s faith was the divinely appointed means for her bodily healing, as well as for her spiritual salvation.  ESV Study Bible.  

· After the sick woman had been healed, what did Jesus do?  Went on to Jairus’ house.  Why?  What was the scene around Jairus’ home?  

· Flute players.  Musicians hired to play in mourning ceremonies.  

· Noisy Crowd.  Mourners hired to wail and lament.  NIV Study Bible.   

· What did Jesus do?  What happened to the girl?  

· Took the girl by the hand.  Touching a dead body ordinarily resulted in ceremonial uncleanness, but Jesus’ action brought life, not defilement.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Resurrection was prophesized in the Old Testament for the work by the Messiah.  

· Discussion

· If we were Jarius, what would we do?  When we encounter disappointment such as the delay caused by the sick woman, would we lose cool but maintain our faith in Jesus?  

· Do you have family members or friends suffering from serious or chronic diseases?  How is he/she now?  Should we bring such difficulties to Jesus?  Do we have faith that Jesus would heal him or her?  Why or why not?

· Jesus Heals the Blind and Mute (9:27-34)  
· Picture what happened.  

· “Two blind men followed .. Son of David.”

· Isaiah predicted the healing of the blind in the Messianic age (Isa 35:5).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Son of David.  A popular Jewish title for the coming Messiah.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”    

· Could Jesus heal the two blind men if they didn’t believe that Jesus was able to do so?  

· “According to your faith.”  “Because you have faith,” not “in proportional to our faith.”  Jesus did not provide healing according to the amount of faith the blind men had.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Why did Jesus give strict orders not to let any one know about this?  

· Jesus needed more time to bring up his disciples and to preach the good news.  If people spread the news around in this Jewish region, then Jesus would have no place to stay and could be killed before his pre-destined time.  

· Even the person who got healed could face certain danger.  Look at John 12:9~10 about Lazarus.  

· Jesus also told people not to tell others of his miracles because then many would have besieged him just for his miracles.  Pastor Secker.  

· Could not talk.  

· Isaiah also predicted that the mute would talk in the Messianic age (Isa 35:6).  NIV Study Bible.  

· What were the reactions of the people?  

· The crowd was amazed – “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”  

· The Pharisees had a quite different thought: “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”  This is in sharp contrast with the reactions by most people.  Why?  

· Do we sometimes react to God in a similar dismissal way due to some prepositions?  

· Discussion 

· Who is Jesus?  What do you think?  Do you indeed believe in Him?  

· The Workers Are Few (9:35-37)  
· Have you participated in harvesting?  If so, please share your experience.  

· Picture what happened.  Could you count the actions by Jesus as recorded here?

· went through …

· teaching … 

· preaching … 

· healing ...

· had compassion …    

· Then he said to his disciples:

· The compassion of Jesus is a repeated theme in Matthew (cf. 14:14; 15:32) and throughout both the OT (e.g., Deut. 30:3; 1 Sam. 23:21; Ps. 103:13; Isa. 49:15; 54:8; Lam. 4:10) and the NT, where Christians are especially admonished to show compassion to those in need (e.g., Col. 3:12; Heb. 10:34; cf. James 5:11).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Like sheep without a shepherd.  The leaders have failed in their responsibility, but Mic. 5:4 predicted that the Messiah would “shepherd” his people.  Given the helplessness and the need of the crowds, Jesus’ disciples are urged to pray earnestly that the Lord (shifting metaphors) would send out laborers into his harvest (the crop has to be harvested in time to avoid rotting in the field), since many are ready to receive the good news of the kingdom – a prayer that is as urgent today as it was when Jesus’ original disciples heard his words.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Disciples were not self-appointed.  We should set out God’s work not upon our own determination, but by God’s will.  

· Discussions.  

· Is the harvest plentiful around the Storrs area?  How about workers?  

· Are you asking the Lord to send out workers into the harvest field?  In your mind, who are the workers?  Do they include you yourself?  Have we done in Storrs what Jesus did back then?  

· Wrapping up

· Tonight, we saw Jesus’ healing of people.  In between the healings, he called Matthew, and made clear that he brought a new life to the world – to all who know that they are sinners and need the gospel.  He also called more workers to the harvest field.  

· Key points: 

· “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.  For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  

· Have we heard God’s calling?  Do we want to live a new life with the Holy Spirit guiding us along the way?  

· For Christians, what is your field?  What is your harvest?  Is harvest plentiful?  Have you been asked by God to go into the harvest field?  What did you do?  

Peter Luh, Pik-Yiu Chan, Koh-Han Seow, David Huang, Pastor Phil Secker, and Dr. Jim Bell 12/11/09 

Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2009 

