Matthew 7, Sermon on the Mountain III, 11/20/09

· Opening

· There were four brothers and sisters baptized last Sunday to become God’s children.  How does one come to the state of being a member of God’s kingdom?  

· There are brand name products and there are replicas.  What is the most reliable way to differentiate the genuine ones from the fake ones?  By packaging?  By prices?  Any other means?  

· Last week we studied Matthew Chapter 6, where Jesus taught us about various aspects of our spiritual life, and what we should focus on in our lives.  Tonight we shall study the third or the last chapter of the Sermon on the Mount – Judging others; ask, seek, and knock; and the narrow vs. wide gates.  A very intriguing, intertwined but precious chapter.  Read the Bible Matthew 7.  

· Judging Others (7:1-6)  
· Picture what is happening here.  

· When we speak with others, very often we start with some assumptions on the other side before hearing what they say.  This could impose a positive or negative influence on the effectiveness of communication.  Did you ever have such an experience?

· How would you comprehend the action of “judge” referred here?  Does that mean we should never express opinions on others’ deed?  Should we never apply a standard when viewing others’ acts?

· Jesus does not forbid all evaluation or even judgment of others, for ultimately the one who feels grieved and humbled over his own sin can help remove the “speck” from others. What Jesus does rule out is pride that views oneself as better than others (cf. Gal. 6:1).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Jesus prohibits one kind of judging, but approves a different kind.  Condemning others for their faults is failure to exercise forgiveness; only a gentle and humble criticism that first recognizes one’s own greater fault can help.  There is also a necessary, discerning kind of judgment that does not condemn but distinguishes unbelief from belief (v. 6).  The method of discernment is given in v. 16.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Do not give dogs what is sacred.  

· Teaching about the kingdom should be given in accordance with the spiritual capacity of the learner.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Dogs.  The unclean dogs of the street where held in low esteem.  NIV Study Bible.

· Sacred.  A reference to the evidences of the kingdom, such as the healings of the exorcisms, which may explain why Jesus did no miracles for unbelievers.  But “What is holy” would also include the preaching of the kingdom; believers should not continue to preach to people who have rejected the gospel with contempt and scorn.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Believers are to be merciful, forgiving, and slow to judge, yet they should wisely discern the true character of people and not indefinitely continue proclaiming the gospel to those who adamantly reject it, so that they can move on and proclaim the gospel to others.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion

· The parable of the plank and the speck of saw-dust may sound ridiculous.  However, does it happen to every one of us?  Share your own experience.  

· Can we conclude that someone is too stubborn (or too bad) and will never acknowledge the existence of God, not to mention his acceptance of Jesus as his personal savior?  

· Ask, Seek, Knock (7:7-12) (See also Luke 11:9-13)
· Picture what is happening here.  What do these verses mean?  Seek what?  Will God always provide?  Always they the best?  If so, do we have faith to accept them?  

· After Jesus finished talking about the relationship among people, he now focuses directly on the kingdom of heaven.  Similar to vv. 19-24 of Chapter 6 where he asked people to make a choice between treasures on earth vs. treasures in heaven, Jesus now encourages the crowds to seek the kingdom of heaven as opposed to earthly things.  
· Ask .. seek .. knock.  

· Greek present imperatives are used here, indicating constant asking, seeking and knocking.  Persistent prayer is being emphasized.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What is the general context?  The Sermon on the Mount, talking about the kingdom of heaven.  Bear this in mind when we study this chapter.  

· Good gifts.  

· These gifts from the Father are the things Jesus has been describing as necessary for disciples: righteousness, sincerity, purity, humility, and wisdom.  Those who know their own need will ask God for them.  The parallel in Luke 11:13 focuses on the one greatest gift – the Holy Spirit.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Would God give us whatever we asked for?  

· No.  Verse 9 points out that God will always give what is good for us.  However, we may not necessarily ask for good things.  Examples?  

· In the end of last chapter (6:31~33), Jesus had just told us what should be the focus of our prayer.

· Golden Rule – “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.”  

· The so-called Golden Rule is found in negative form in Rabbinic Judaism and also in Hinduism, Buddhism and Confucianism (“己所不慾，勿施於人”).  It occurred in various forms in Greek and Roman ethical teaching.  Jesus stated it in positive form.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This also sums up the teachings in the Law and the Prophets, and most part of the Sermon on the Mountain.  

· Why did Jesus place the Golden Rule right after “ask, seek, and knock”?  

· A logical place for this verse seems to be right before v. 6.  It is placed here perhaps to stress that we should treat others well since God treats us well.  

· Discussions.  

· “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”  This is an extremely precious promise from God.  

· Have you asked, sought and knocked?  Asking for what?  Has God listened to your prayers?  

· Knowing this, can we excuse ourselves by saying “I don’t believe, because God did not select me”?  

· The Narrow and Wild Gates (7:13-23)
· Picture what is happening here.  

· Warning!  With Jesus or Against Him?  Jesus concludes the Sermon on the Mount by giving the disciples, the crowd, and the religious leaders four basic warnings: they must choose between two gates and roads (vv. 13–14), two kinds of prophets (vv. 15–20), two kinds of disciples (vv. 21–23), and two foundations (vv. 24–27).  They are either with Jesus or against him.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life.  

· Presenting a rosy picture of the Christian life and minimizing that it is filled with trouble does not follow the lead of our Lord (Act. 14:22).  It may be that the “false prophets” of v. 15 are especially those who deny that the way is narrow and hard.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Beware of false prophets.  

· People who have not been sent by God but claim that they have.  NIV Study Bible. 

· The message of false prophets may be attractive and even seem orthodox.  The only way to know for sure is to allow time to see “their fruits.”  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Maintaining the earlier balance of not judging (vv. 1–5) yet not being naively accepting (v. 6), Jesus teaches his disciples that they must be wisely discerning when professed prophets come into their midst.  The life of the prophet and the results of his influence on others are the fruits that will indicate whether or not his message is consistent with the kingdom life of righteousness. The only thing bad trees are good for is firewood, a striking metaphor of the future judgment for false prophets.  ESV Study Bible.  

· A good school has bad students and a bad school has good students.  How about trees?  Can a good tree bear bad fruit and a bad tree bear good fruit? Why not?  Because of the “gene”!  

· What are the fruit that we should look for?  Does that equal to acts?  (Remember the acts mentioned in the section immediately below).  What other part of the Bible says about the fruits?  Galatians 5:22.  Are the qualities mentioned there visible?

· Not everyone who says .. of heaven. (V.21~23)  

· Lord, Lord.  The doubling of a name was an address of intimacy.  It is not claims of feeling of intimacy with Jesus that matter, nor is it simply good works, even miraculous ones; only doing the will of the Father matters.  Genuine intimacy with the Father means knowing God and being known by God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Does the will of my father.  The deciding factor as to who enters the kingdom.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Many will say to me on that day .. prophesy ..

· That day.  The Day of Judgment.  

· Prophecy.  In the Bible this verb primarily means to give a message from God, not necessarily to predict.  

· Discussion  

· Didn’t Jesus just say that “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you”?  Why then are the gate small and the road narrow?  What to do?  

· For Christians, the above verses are a serious message.  Can we discern false teaching?  Also, bear fruit, or we will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  

· Do you bear fruit?  What kind?  Fruit of the spirit?  How to bear fruit?  How to live a Christian live?  What is the will of the Father?  

· The Wise and Foolish Builders (7:24-29)  (Also see Luke 6:47-49)
· Picture what is happening here.  

· Do you have the experience of building a house?  Buying a house?  What are the most critical aspects when choosing a house?  

· This parable ends the Sermon on the Mount and also the Sermon on the Plain (Lk 6:47-49).  

· Rock.  The Bible often speaks metaphorically of God or Christ as a “rock” (see Ge 49:24; Ps 18:2; 1 Co 10:4).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Rain came down.  The Holy Land is known for its torrential rains that often cause disastrous flood.  NIV Study Bible.  

· How would this parable relate to all the teaching that we studied in Chapters 5, 6 and 7?  

· To let the teaching take effect on our lives, we need to put what we learned into practice.  

· Authority.  

· Where does authority come from?  

· The scribes, like the later rabbis, taught by referring to what previous teachers had said.  Their authority was the tradition.  Jesus taught directly from Scripture with His own authority.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussion

· How to put Jesus’ teaching into practice?  Is it easy?  No.  We need to worship together, pray together and encourage each other.  

· What will be the effects if we put Jesus’ teaching into practice?  See Jesus’ challenge: “I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice” (Lk 6:46).  Wow!  

· Wrapping up

· The crowds were amazed at Jesus’ Sermon on the Mountain (Chapters 5-7).  Aren’t you amazed?
· Let us hold on to God’s promise, work together to put Jesus’ teaching into practice, and live a lift worthy to be called Christians and bear good fruit.  

· Any specific things that we need to do?  For example, take the plank out of my eye tonight?  
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