Ephesians 6, 10/18/2013

Opening
· What is the translation of 孝 in English?  Is there such a concept in Bible?  
· What is the work ethics in companies in the States?  In Mainland or Taiwan or Hong Kong?  How about in universities?  
· What does Spiderman wear?  Why?  What did people wear when they go to war in the Medieval Ages?  Why?  How about now?  Why?  
· Whom did Jesus fight against?  How about Christians?  How should we equip ourselves?  

Submission to One Another (6:1-9) 
· Eph. 5:21–6:9 Submission to One Another.  Submission is illustrated in various family relations in 5:22–33 (wives/husbands), 6:1–4 (children/parents), and 6:5–9 (servants/ masters).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 6:1 Children.  The second family relationship illustrating submission to proper authority (5:21) is that of children and parents.  The Mosaic law prescribed death for the child who struck or cursed a parent (Ex. 21:15, 17; Lev. 20:9), and Paul lists such disobedience as one of many grave sins (Rom. 1:30; 2 Tim. 3:2).  However, Paul urges in Eph. 6:1–3 the positive duty of children to obey their parents.  Obedience is due to both parents; the mother’s submission to her husband does not remove her parental dignity but rather increases it.  “In the Lord” modifies the verb “obey.”  Right.  What makes such obedience “right” or “just” is that it conforms to God’s holy commandment, quoted in vv. 2–3.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Ex. 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
· Ex. 21:15 “Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death. 
· Ex. 21:17 “Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death
· Do you agree with what Paul said?  Why or why not?  Your experience?  
· Eph. 6:5 Slaves.  It is estimated that slaves (or bondservants) composed about one-third of the population of a city like Ephesus.  They were considered an integral part of a family, so Paul’s instructions for bondservants were a natural part of his dealing with family relationships.  In both Greek and Roman culture, bondservants had limited rights and were subject to exploitation and abuse.  Paul does not condone the existing system of servitude but instead provides instructions to believing masters and bondservants regarding their relationship to each other in the Lord, and how this should be lived out within the bounds of their social and legal culture.  The result, as is often observed, is that this kind of servitude slowly died out in antiquity through the influence of Christianity. The principles in this passage apply today in terms of submission to any lawfully constituted authority, the only exception being if such a lawfully constituted authority were to require a believer to disobey God’s Word or to fundamentally compromise one’s commitment to Christ (as in the case of Acts 4:19, 20).  Christ.  It would be natural for Christian bondservants to despise their earthly masters in the name of their heavenly one; however, fulfilling one’s earthly obligations is, in fact, service to the Lord (cf. Eph. 6:6–7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is your boss good or bad?  What do you do with him or her?  
· Do you agree with what Paul said?  

The Armor of God (6:10-20)
· Eph. 6:10–20 The Whole Armor of God.  Paul concludes his exhortations with instructions for all Christians.  His imagery is a sustained portrayal of the Christian life as spiritual warfare using the Lord’s resources.  There are three subsections: vv. 10–13, 14–17, and 18–20.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1Pe. 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  
· Eph. 6:14–17 Standing Firm.  Paul reiterates the charge to stand in the face of dreaded spiritual enemies because the Lord has not left his people defenseless.  They have the complete armor of God from head to foot, which consists of the belt, breastplate, shoes, shield, helmet, and sword.  These are metaphors for the spiritual resources given to them in Christ, namely, the truth, righteousness (v. 14), gospel (v. 15), faith (v. 16), salvation, and the Word of God (v. 17).  These are aspects of God’s and the Messiah’s own character and work (as depicted in Isaiah 11:4–5 and 59:17) with which Christians are now equipped.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Is. 11:4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  
· Is. 11:5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash round his waist.  
· Is. 59:17 He put on righteousness as his breastplate, and the helmet of salvation on his head; he put on the garments of vengeance and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak.  
· Why was there a need for Paul’s Christians friends to pray for him?  
· Discussion 
· Do we need to equip ourselves?  Why?  How?  
· Show anything above that are related to our own strengths or efforts?  Why or why not?  

Final Greetings (6:21-24)
· Eph. 6:21–22 Tychicus the beloved brother had served Paul faithfully for some time (see Acts 20:4; Col. 4:7; 2 Tim. 4:12; Titus 3:12) and probably carried the original letter to Ephesus.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 6:23–24 Paul concludes his letter with a benediction of peace, love, faith, and grace upon the church, as he had done in the opening (1:2).  ESV Study Bible.  

Wrapping up 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  In the entire book?  What impressed you the most in the book?  How did it changed you?  
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