Matthew 4, 10/9/09

· Opening

· From the news we read nowadays, what is the most common “trap” that a famous personality fell into?

· Talking about temptation, do you have something that is hard to resist?  How do you deal with it?  
· How did you select your spouse or your advisor?  Did you make up your mind at the first meet?  Why and why not?  
· Does God allow Christians to be tempted?  How about those who don’t believe in Him?  What are the differences?  How should we refuse temptation?  

· Last Friday, we learned a few things about John the Baptist, and what happened when John met Jesus – Jesus was baptized by him.  Why should Jesus be baptized by John the Baptist?  To fulfill all righteousness.  God, the Holy Spirit, and John all testified for Jesus. God said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” ESV Bible.  Tonight we shall see what happened afterward, including Jesus being tempted, beginning of his ministry, calling of the first disciples, and healing the sick.  Read the Bible Matthew 4.
· Read also Genesis 3:1-6 and 1 John 2:15-16.
· The Temptation of Jesus (4:1-11) 
· After Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, what happened then?  “To be tempted.”  Why was Jesus tempted?

· Jesus is the Messiah who would not accomplish his mission by using his supernatural power for his own needs, by using his power to win a large following by miracles or magic, or by compromising to Satan.  Rather, he was a real human being, and was tempted in every way just as we are yet without sin.  Therefore he could identify with us, pray for us to God, and died for our sins.  This directly points to the divine-human nature of the Messiah, and demonstrates the completeness of his human aspect.  NIV Study Bible.

· Our Savior went through temptations that we’re facing and shared the feelings we have.  But he did not sin and therefore by death his life became the redemption of ours.  Refer to Heb. 4:15.  His victory against temptations was not only a good example, but a necessity to our salvation.    

· The temptation emphasizes the internal construction before starting the external work.  James 1:2-4.  
· The number forty recalls the experiences of Moses (Ex 24:18; 34:28) and Elijah (1 Ki 19:8), as well as the 40 years of Israel’s temptation (testing) in the desert.  NIV Study Bible.  

· How did Jesus get to the desert to face temptation?  “Led by the Spirit,” i.e., it is the will of God.  Do you see why?  
· “Fasting forty days.”  How could one do so?  It was done with the help of the Spirit.)

· Who is the “the tempter”?  Satan.  Do you see his another name now?

· What are the three temptations?      

· The temptations appeal to common motivations: physical drives, pride, and the desire for possessions (1 John 2:16).  But each is pointed specially at the Messiah.  Satan appeals to Jesus in terms of his divine rights: “If you are the Son of God.”  The third temptation offers Jesus a path to kingship that avoids the Cross.  Jesus was tempted in every way just as we are (Heb 4:15), but He did not sin.  He represents us before God as a “merciful and faithful high priest” (Heb 2:17) because He knows through His human nature what it is to endure temptation.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The first temptation.  How did the devil start the question?  Was his suggestion reasonable?  If so, why did Jesus refuse?      

· If you are the Son of God – meaning “since you are.”  The devil is not casting doubt on Jesus’ divine son-ship but is tempting him to use his supernatural powers as the Son of God for his own need.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus could have used his power to obtain food (he might have even prevented being hungry), but this violates God’s original intention to have him tested.  We should use gifts given by God, but not without approval and guidance from God.  
· Just as God gave the Israelites manna in a supernatural way, so also people today must relay on God for spiritual nourishment.  Jesus relied on his Father, not his own miracle power, for provision of food.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The Second temptation: Satan challenged by using God’s own word this time, which are undoubtedly true.  Why did Jesus refuse?  
· From wilderness to holy city; from temptation of basic need to religious recognition.

· 2- prong temptation: 1) to gain immediate religious recognition by performing this stunt without going through the suffering on the cross as in God’s plan; and 2) Testing God’s faithfulness by doing thing that not according ti His will or plan.
· After the physical temptation, self-pride is one thing that is hard to resist.  So many people can endure physical toughness, but they would not allow their pride to be questioned.  However, Jesus focused on God and God’s words, not being distracted by the challenges to him.  We Christians sometimes have a “Christian pride” too.  This is a good reminder to us.  
· The third temptation: A direct contrast.  As the Prince of this world, Satan has a certain amount of authority over this world and this is temporarily allowed by God.  The offer was valid.  Though the Father had already promised to give the Son all the kingdoms of the world (Ps. 2:7-8), that was yet to come and the Son first had to suffer and die (John 12:23-33; Rev. 5:8-10).  
· For a Christian, does temptation of possession inviting?  Haven’t we decided to give up the world?  “If given the money (or power), I will do … for the church (or for the spreading of Gospel).”  Has this ever been in your mind? What is wrong with that?  
· The ultimate objective of the tempter is: fall down and worship Satan.
· Discussions.  

· Could we learn and benefit from the above?  Could you now understand at least partly why Jesus was tempted?  
· Out of the three cases, which one would be most difficult for you?  How could you avoid tempting situations in the first place?  Remember the Lord’s Prayer?  
· How to prevail in tests and thus benefit from them?  Follow what Jesus did: Understand and use God’s words.  
· Jesus Begins to Preach (4:12-17)
· Picture what happened.  

· What did Jesus do after being tempted?  Did he stay with John the Baptist?  

· After John was put into prison, Jesus returned to Galilee.  Time was not right for him to stay in Jerusalem.  This was also to fulfill one of the prophecies of Isaiah – Isaiah 9:1, 2.  

· Galilee of the Gentiles.  A region that, from the Jewish perspective in Jesus’ day, was “in darkness” and “the land of the shadow of death,” probably because it was far removed from the religious influences of Jerusalem and because large numbers of Gentiles lived there.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Why didn’t Jesus fight for John the Baptist, who was persecuted for doing the right thing?  Was he compromising?  What was Jesus’ mission?  
· What was Jesus’ message?  

· “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  This is identical to the message of John the Baptist.  

· The people must repent because God’s reign was drawing near in the person and ministry of Jesus Christ.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  

· Who are in darkness today?  Where is the land of the shadow of death?  Storrs?  Have you seen salvation in Storrs?  

· The Calling of the First Disciples (4:18-22)
· Who were the first four disciples?  How would you describe them?  Wealthy?  Learned?  Powerful?  Wise?  Why did Jesus choose them?  How did they decide to follow Jesus, and why so quickly?      

· Andrew and John were disciples of John the Baptist (John 1).  The brief introduction of Jesus by John the Baptist was very effective!  

· We now see the fruit of labor of John the Baptist.  

· How could the disciples make up their minds so quickly?  In addition to being taught by John the Baptist, they probably have listened to Jesus’ message before.  Even so, was it easy to make such a decision?  
· Discussion  

· Recalled the time when you got UConn’s admission and possibly with financial support.  How did you feel?  Why did you decide to come to UConn?  What for?  Was that an easy decision?  How long did it take you to make that decision?  How about the first time you met your spouse (or girlfriend/boyfriend)?  How long did it take to get married (settled)?  Was that an easy decision?  Regret now (not too late yet!!)?  

· Now God is calling you to repent and to enter the kingdom of heaven.  What is in your mind?  Trust in Him or not?  How should you make the decision?  

· If God is calling you to help, minister, and lead people to Him, would you do it?

· Jesus Ministers to Great Crowds (4:23-25)
· Picture what happened.  

· What did Jesus do in his ministry?  

· Teaching, preaching, and healing throughout the region.  Teaching involved communicating the nature and purpose of God’s kingdom, as seen in the Sermon on the Mount (Chs. 5-7) and the parables of the kingdom (Ch. 13).  Preaching was proclaiming the good news that God’s kingdom was near, that His sovereign purposes in history were finally being realized.  Healing as well as teaching and preaching was a sign that this kingdom had come (11:5).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The synagogues provided a place for Jesus to teach on the Sabbath.  NIV Study Bible.   

· Why is healing needed?  This was prophesied in the Old Testament, and people truly needed to be healed physically.  This was also a good way to attract people to Him and have them healed spiritually.  How about now?  What are the corresponding things?  
· What is the Good News of God?  John 3:16.  

· Discussion  

· People brought all the sick and demon-possessed to get healed.  They knew their bodily needs.  Did they know their spiritual needs?  

· In addition to teaching, preaching, and healing, there were two more things.  What were those?  Recruiting disciples and going through all the regions.  What are the corresponding things today?  How could you help out the ministry here at Storrs?  
· Wrapping up  
· Who is Jesus?  Why did he come to the world?  Jesus’ coming to the world is not to enjoy all the splendors of the world, but to experience our sufferings, bear our sins, and even died for us on the Cross.  Christians’ living in the world is not to enjoy all the splendors of the world either.  Rather, we should be disciples of Jesus and bear the Cross.  God will be with us.     

· What are our weaknesses that are often subject us to temptation?  Pray that we learn more about God’s words and God’s love for us, and live a life worthy to be called Christians.  Pray also that Holy Spirit give us a zeal for God’s words, and lead us not to temptation.  

· Meng-zi said, “天將降大任於是人也，必先苦其心志，勞其筋骨，餓其體膚，空乏其身，行拂亂其所為，所以動心忍性，曾益其所不能。”  How important is such a spiritual exercise for a Christian’s life?  Do you see how weakness and difficulties can be turned into blessings? 
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