Matthew 1, Jesus’ Family Tree and His Birth, 8/28/09

· Opening

· There has been zeal among the ethnic Chinese overseas to search for their family root; so do many living in China.  Do you have a family tree?  How many generations does it trace back?  Are there any famous people on your family tree?  Have you heard about the family tree of Confucius?  What is the significance of knowing your family tree?  

· During the summer break we studied several key characters in Genesis, which followed the blood line of Adam, .., Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and his brothers.  Do you remember the promise that God gave to Abraham and his descendants?  What was it?  Was it fulfilled in the time of Genesis?  

· Tonight we shall start a new book for the new academic year, the gospel of Matthew – the first book in the New Testament.  Interesting enough, we will start the book by reviewing Abraham’s family tree to see how God’s promise was finally fulfilled by one of his offspring – Jesus.  Read Matthew 1.  

· Background: 
· Matthew.  Grace Institute for Biblical Leadership.  http://www.gcfweb.org/institute/gospels/matthew-intro.html

· Audience.  Matthew is well chosen to begin the New Testament since it is the best transition from the Old Testament into the New Testament.  The book is Jewish in its vocabulary, grammar, and subject manner.  Matthew uses Old Testament references and uses genealogies from Abraham.  His audience is likely Jewish Christians who were removed from Palestine and had never heard of or seen Jesus but had heard many tales of Him.  

· Author.  Matthew – Levi, the despised tax collector in Galilee, and an apostle of Jesus.  

· Date.  The book was probably written in the mid to late 60s.  

· Purpose.  Matthew was written to demonstrate that Jesus was and is the Messiah-King predicted by the Old Testament.  

· Matthew demonstrates how Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies regarding the Messiah-King.  

· Matthew explains the nature of Jesus kingdom in light of the rejection of the Messiah by the Jews.  Matthew answers the question, “if Jesus is the King, where is the kingdom?”  

· Matthew provides insight into the nature of the kingdom and how one is to live as a disciple of the King.  

· Structure.  Matthew structures his book around five narratives.  Matthew concludes each of these discourses stating “when Jesus finished these words,” providing us with an important transition marker.  The five discourses are (Grace Institute for Biblical Leadership, 

http://www.gcfweb.org/institute/gospels/matthew-intro.html and Biblical Foundations for Freedom, http://www.foundationsforfreedom.net/References/NT/Gospels/Matthew/Matthew00_Outline.html):

· The Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:29) – Principles of the Kingdom.  

· The Sending of the Twelve (10:5-42) – Propagation of the Kingdom.  

· Parables of the Kingdom (13:1-53) – Antagonism toward the Kingdom.  

· Sermon on Forgiveness (18:1-35) – Hostility within the Kingdom.  

· Olivet Discourse (23:1-26:2) – Rejection of the Kingdom.  

· Matthew 1.  How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· The Genealogy of Jesus (1:1-17) 
· Picture what happened.  

· Does Jesus have a family tree?  Among the names, whom do you know?  How many generations does it trace back?  On his father’s side or on his mother’s side?  What are the major events and who are the major people on the tree?  

· Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham.

· Jesus.  The Greek form of Joshua, which means the Lord saves.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Christ comes from the Greek word Christos, meaning “anointed.”  “Messiah” represents the Hebrew word for “Anointed.”  The OT promises the coming of the righteous Servant of the Lord (Isa 42:1-9), who will be a prophet like Moses (Deut. 18:18, 19), a priest like Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4), and a king like David, the Lord’s anointed.  Matthew reveals that Jesus is the Christ, the promised King and Deliverer.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Son of David.  A Messianic title.  Jesus fulfills the Davidic covenant (see 2Sa 7:5-16).  NIV Study Bible.  

· The son of Abraham.  Because Matthew was writing to Jews, it was important to identify Jesus in this way.  Jesus fulfills the Abrahamic covenant (see Ge 12:2-3; 15:9-21; 17; Zec 9:10).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Women in the genealogy.

· In Matthew’s genealogy, five women were named: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary.  At least three of these women were Gentiles (Tamar, Rahab and Ruth).  Bathsheba was probably an Israelite (1Ch 3:5) but was closely associated with the Hittites because of Uriah, her Hittite husband.  By including these women (contrast to custom) in his genealogy, Matthew may be indicating at the very outset of his Gospel that God’s activity is not limited to men or to the people of Israel.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Women are not usually named in Near Eastern genealogies, but they are intrinsic to God’s purpose in sending Christ.  The five women named in Jesus’ genealogy all remind us that God often does the unexpected and chooses the unlikely.  Tamer reminds us of Judah’s failures (Gen 38:6-30); Rahab was a harlot (Josh. 2); Ruth was a Moabite (Ruth 1-4) and thus subject to a special curse (Duet 23:3-5); Uriah’s wife Bathsheba was David’s downfall (2 Sam. 11).  Mary fulfills Isa 7:14, and the even more important promise of Gen 3:15.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Joseph, the husband of Mary.  

· Matthew does not say that Joseph was the father of Jesus but only that he was the husband of Mary and that Jesus was born of her.  In this genealogy Matthew shows that, although Jesus is not the physical son of Joseph, he is the legal son and therefore a descendant of David.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Fourteen generations .. fourteen .. fourteen.       

· These divisions reflect two characteristics of Matthew’s Gospel: (1) an apparent fondness for numbers and (2) concern for systematic arrangement.  The number 14 may have been chosen because it is twice seven and/or because it is the numerical value of the name David.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Genealogy recorded in Matthew vs. that in Luke 3

· There are several differences between Luke’s genealogy and Matthew’s.  Matthew begins with Abraham, while Luke traces the line in the reverse order and goes back to Adam, showing Jesus’ relationship to the whole human race.  From Abraham to David, the genealogies of Matthew and Luke are almost the same, but from David on they are different.  Many interpreters suggest that this is because Matthew traces the legal descent of the house of David using only heirs to the throne, while Luke traces the direct bloodline of Joseph to David.  Another common explanation is that Matthew follows the line of Joseph, while Luke emphasizes that of Mary.  Although tracing a genealogy through the mother’s side was unusual, so was the virgin birth.  Luke’s explanation that Jesus was the son of Joseph, “so it was thought,” brings to mind his explicit virgin birth statement and suggests that importance of the role of Mary in Jesus’ genealogy.  However, this view is less likely since Luke here so explicitly names Joseph, without any reference at all to Mary.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion: 

· Do you want to share some of the thoughts about people and events on Jesus’ family tree?  

· What is the significance of Jesus’ genealogy?  It is one of the key conditions of Messiah’s identity as predicted by the OT.  

· The Birth of Jesus (1:18-25) 
· Picture what happened.  

· Who, where, when, what, how, and why?  

· If you were to wear Joseph’s suit, what would you do?  

· Mary and Joseph.

· Pledged to be married.  There were no sexual relations during a Jewish betrothal period, but it was a much more binding relationship than a modern engagement and could be broken only by divorce.  In Dt 22:24 a betrothed woman is called a “wife,” though the preceding verse speaks of her as being “pledged to be married.”  Matthew uses the term “husband” (v. 19) and “wife” (v. 24) of Joseph and Mary before their marriage was consummated.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The Holy Spirit.  The common NT way of referring to the “Spirit of God” or “the Spirit of the Lord.”  Christian reflection on the Biblical word about him led to the understanding that he is one of the three persons of the Trinity.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What would Joseph do?  Then what happened?  

· Divorce her quietly.  He would sign the necessary legal papers but not have her judged publicly and stoned (see Dt 22:23-24).  NIV Study Bible.  

· In a dream.  The means that the Lord used for speaking to Joseph.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Joseph son of David.  Perhaps a hint that the message of the angel related to the expected Messiah.  NIV Study Bible.

· Take Mary home as your wife.  They were legally bound to each other, but not yet living together as husband and wife.  NIV Study Bible.

· What is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  This agrees perfectly with the announcement to Mary (Lk 1:35), except that the latter is more specific.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Fulfill.

· Matthew speaks of the OT being fulfilled, i.e., of events in NT times that were prophesied in the OT – A powerful testimony to the divine origin of Scripture and its accuracy even in small details.  In the fulfillments we also see the writer’s concern for linking the gospel with the OT.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel.  Isa 7:14.    

· Jesus’ conception by a virgin is miraculous, announcing that God will soon redeem His people and is present with them.  This quotation is the first of a number of OT references Matthew uses to show that Jesus fulfills the OT.  In the entire Gospel there are twelve such fulfillment formulas, and more then fifty OT quotations.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Why does Christ have to come to the world via a virgin-birth?  To show that he is not only a wholly human, but also wholly God.

· He had no union with her until she gave birth.  

· Both Matthew and Luke make it clear that Jesus was born of a virgin.  Although this doctrine is often ridiculed, it is an important part of the evangelical faith.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion: 

· If you were Joseph, what would you do before and after the angel appeared to you?  Would you listen to what the angel has to say to you?  

· What is your relationship with your spouse, fiancée/fiancé, boyfriend/ girlfriend?  Do you have Joseph’s love in your heart?  

· What do you think about virgin birth?  Is it possible from a scientific point of view?  Is it possible from what we know about God?  What is its significance?  

· Why did Jesus come to the world?  How would this relate to God’s salvation plan?  

· Wrapping up

· Hope that you find tonight’s discussion not boring but exciting, and would like to learn more about it.  If so, please dig into the OT and find two or three people on the family tree and study them.  Suggestion: Ruth.  

· What can we learn from Joseph? 

· Pray that the Holy Spirit will speak to you, and that you would listen to Him and see that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, and accept Him as your personal savior.  

· Special prayer requests?  Victims of Typhoon Morakot in Taiwan!
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