Revelation 12, 5/30/2014

Opening
· Dragon in Chinese (龙) is not a bad word.  Actually, it symbolizes emperors.  There are many idioms (成语) involving a dragon.  Can you name a few?  
· What happened to Adam and Eve after they ate the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil?  What happened to the serpent?  How is that serpent related to the dragon in the Bible?  
· We celebrate Christmas.  What happened during the first Christmas ~ on earth as well as in heaven?  Why?  

The Woman and the Dragon (12:1-6) 
· Rev. 12:1–17 Two signs in heaven—a woman who gives birth, and a dragon intent on destroying her offspring—dominate the two visions in this chapter.  Twice John sees the dragon decisively defeated, and both descriptions of the battle’s aftermath describe the woman’s protection in the wilderness (vv. 6, 13–17).  The first vision (vv. 1–6) portrays a decisive battle at the turning point of history when Christ’s incarnation, obedience, sacrifice, and exaltation forever disqualified Satan as the accuser of believers (see v. 10).  Some interpreters think the second vision (vv. 7–17) also represents the same series of events, while others think it portrays events at the beginning of the great tribulation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Who is that woman?  We need to combine verses 12:1 and 6 to understand ~ Not referring to Mary, the mother of Jesus.  
· A woman clothed with the sun.  Probably a symbolic reference to the believing Messianic community.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 12:1–2 The woman’s description as a great sign in heaven and her clothing with sun, moon, and twelve stars show that she symbolizes Israel (cf. Joseph’s dream, Gen. 37:9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 12:4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven.  Evil spirits (demons) in league with Satan share his defeat and downfall before the forces of God (cf. vv. 7–9).  Some interpreters think this refers to the original fall of Satan, taking one-third of the angels with him (cf. 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6; perhaps Isa. 14:12–15).  The dragon’s intent to devour the woman’s child at birth recalls Gen. 3:15, which predicts that the woman’s offspring will bruise the serpent’s head as the serpent bruises his heel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 12:6 The child’s mother fled into the wilderness, a setting in which God’s people are utterly dependent on him but are protected from the dragon’s rage (vv. 13–14).  There, she was nourished by God’s provision, as were Israel (Ex. 16:13–18) and Elijah (1 Kings 17:6; 19:5–8).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What happened to Jesus right after he was baptized?  
· How significant is the second half of 12:5 “her child was snatched up to God and to his throne”?  

Satan Thrown down to Earth (12:7-17) 
· What happens if a shrewd person has the ear of the CEO?   How about after he lost his trust?  
· Rev. 12:7-12 The victory of Christ (v. 5) results in sweeping consequences, beginning with the expulsion of Satan by Michael, who is functioning as an agent of Christ.  The passage does not speak of the fall of Satan at the time of creation but of the defeat of Satan in the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ (v. 12; John 12:31; Col. 2:15).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Who is Michael the angel?  
· Rev. 12:7 In Daniel, Michael is the spiritual prince and guardian of God’s people (Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1).  Many futurists think Michael’s battle with the dragon marks the beginning of the “time of trouble” (Dan. 12:1), which is also the great tribulation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 12:10–11 The dragon’s expulsion from heaven shows that Satan cannot press charges as the accuser of our brothers because the Lamb shed his blood for them and they maintain their testimony of trust even unto death.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 12:13-17 Having failed to destroy Christ (vv. 4, 5), the Dragon tries to destroy the people of Christ.  He uses his mouth, representing deceit (vv. 15, 9; 2 Thess. 2:9, 10).  When deceit fails, he tries persecuting power (12:17-13:10).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 12:14 Two wings of the great eagle.  A metaphor of the exodus (see Ex. 19:4) becomes an image of God’s care for his church, exposed in the wilderness yet guarded and nourished in its pilgrimage.  ESV Study Bible.  
· God protects His people.  Rev. 11:8.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rev. 12:16 Earth helped ... by opening its mouth.  Cf. Numbers 16:30-33, where the earth opened and swallowed Korah’s men.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who in the Bible was bitterly accused by Satan?  Job.  
· We face the devil every day.  Rejoice.  We are no longer accused by Satan in front of God.  Do we behave like that?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Satan: Defeated twice.  V. 11.  
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