Revelation 3, 4/11/2014

Opening
· March Madness.  
· Did you watch UConn basketball teams in their Final Four games?  Were you excited?  Did you watch them in Championship games?  Were you thrilled?  Share your experience.  
· We are so glad that both men and women teams won the championship, the second in history.  Who was the first?  UConn in 2004.  What is their secret of success?  Pursuit of perfection!   
· If you were a coach or a player of a college team, will you be satisfied at “just playing but not for winning”?  
· How about for a Christian?  For a church?  
· Last time we talked about “ideal” churches – just like “ideal” husbands and “ideal” wives, they may not exist.  How about bad churches?  Examples of bad churches, although they are “famous” in some good senses?  
· What is “pun”?   A play on words, sometimes on different senses of the same word and sometimes on the similar sense or sound of different words.  http://www.thefreedictionary.com/pun.  What is it in Chinese?  双关语.  Examples?  
· Why are teddy bears never hungry? They are always stuffed!  
· Why did the spider go to the computer?  To check his web site.  
· Where do polar bears vote?  The North Poll.  
· Why did the lion spit out the clown?  Because he tasted funny!  
· The best way to communicate with a fish is to drop them a line.  
· Why are fish so smart?  Because they live in schools.  
· How will the above be related to Revelation 3?  
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To the Church in Sardis (3:1-6) 
· Rev. 3:1–6 To Sardis.  Sardis’s capture twice in its history while watchmen neglected their duty became a cautionary tale of misguided complacency and lack of vigilance (in 547/546b.c. by Cyrus II, and in 214 b.c. by Antiochus III).  Although Jesus’ rebuke identifies no specific source of attack, this congregation was similarly asleep, at death’s door.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Examples of such churches having a good reputation but are dead?  
· Rev. 3:2–3 The church in Sardis is in a deep spiritual coma, approaching death but not beyond Christ’s summons to wake up, to strengthen what is about to die, to remember and keep the message of grace that the church had received and heard, and to pursue the holiness that flows from grace.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 3:4–5 Hope for revival is in the fact that a few names—alert and unstained disciples—can still be found in this church.  Their unsoiled garments symbolize consistent obedience and courageous faith.  Christ promises them the conqueror’s reward: communion with himself (walk with me) and the white raiment of victory.  Their name is secure in his book of life (20:15), and he will confess their name before the Father, since they have confessed Jesus in hostile circumstances (Matt. 10:32).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Have you “waken” someone up – physiologically and spiritually?  Which one is easier?  Why or why not?  
· “He who has an ear, let him hear what the spirit says to the churches.”  Is it easy for someone to listen to what the spirit says to him or her?  How about for us to hear?  How can we hear?  Wake up spiritually.  

To the Church in Philadelphia (3:7-13) 
· Have you been to Philadelphia?  How do you describe the city?  
· What does the word “philadelphia” mean?  Love of brothers or sisters, brotherly love.  In the NT the love which Christians cherish for each other as brethren.  http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/philadelphia.html.  
· Rev. 3:7 The key of David.  Christ is the Davidic Messiah with authority to control entrance to the kingdom (see Isaiah 22:22, Matthew 16:19).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 3:10 To those who have kept his word, Christ promises, “I will keep you” from the coming hour of trial, which will put those who dwell on the earth to the test.  Because this trial is coming on the whole world, it seems that before the final consummation, Revelation envisions a brief future period of intensified persecution for the church (see 19:19; 20:7–9) and of escalating manifestations of God’s wrath against “those who dwell on the earth,” a phrase designating rebellious humanity (6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8, 12, 14; 17:2, 8).  Jesus does not promise to spare believers from suffering or martyrdom but to shield them from his wrath and to transform martyrdom into triumph (6:10–11; 12:11).  Many who hold a “pretribulation rapture” position believe that this verse means Christ will take them out of the world before a literal “great tribulation” period begins.  Other interpreters, however, see this as God’s promise to safeguard and remain faithful to believers who endure patiently in the midst of “the hour of trial that is coming,” though it does not imply that he will take believers out of the world at that time.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 3:12 As a pillar in God’s temple, inscribed with the name of God.  The one who conquers can never be excluded from God’s presence, for he will dwell in God’s new Jerusalem (21:2) as David’s royal heir (3:7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Names revealed character.  Christ’s new name symbolizes all that he is by virtue of his redemptive work for humankind.  This awaits the Second Advent.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· The church in Philadelphia is the second church among the seven without rebuke after the church in Smyrna.  How did it do it?  Wealth?  Knowledge?  Endure patiently?  
· How much strength do we have?  How can we keep God’s word and do not deny Jesus’ name?  (V. 8)

To the Church in Laodicea (3:14-22) 
· Rev. 3:14–22 To Laodicea.  Damaged by an earthquake in a.d. 60, self-sufficient Laodicea, a commercial center and site of thriving medical and textile industries, declined imperial disaster relief.  The city did not see itself as “poor, blind, and naked” (v. 17), nor did the complacent church within it.  In this last church alone Jesus finds nothing to commend.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 3:14 Amen.  The Hebrew word for “truth.”  Isaiah 65:16.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 3:15–16 The waters of the nearby Lycus River were muddy and undrinkable, and the waters flowing by aqueduct from hot springs 5 miles away were lukewarm when they reached Laodicea.  Likewise, Jesus found his church’s tepid indifference repugnant.  Cold and hot water represent something positive, for cold water refreshes in the heat, and hot water is a tonic when one is chilly.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 3:17–18 The spiritually blind, bankrupt, naked Laodiceans obviously had no resources to buy from Jesus gold or garments or salve for their eyes.  They could “purchase” these necessities only by his grace, as the Lord had once invited thirsty spiritual paupers to “buy wine and milk without money” (Isa. 55:1–4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 3:19–20 Usually taken as a picture of Christ’s knocking on the door of the individual unbeliever’s heart.  In context, however, the self-deluded members of the congregation are being addressed.  NIV Study Bible.  See also Luke 12:35–36.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about lukewarm?  What situation are we in now?  
· Knock the door.  Will you open?

Wrapping up 
· Championship again.  Double double.  The pursuit of perfection vs. lukewarm.  Make your own decision!  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Journey to Intimacy – within the family, among brothers/sisters, and with God.  
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