Mark 5, 10/22/10   

· Opening

· Do you smoke, gamble, or use drugs?  Mostly not.  Is it easy to cut them off?  To a less obvious level, were there habits that control your life, e.g., video games or surfing on the Internet?  How did you cut them off?  

· When you get sick, what do you do?  What was your longest sickness?  What did you do then?  Did you lose hope?  How did you get better?  Were you happy when you finally recovered?  Were others happy for you?  
· Do you believe that a dead person can come back to life?  Is that possible?  What is its significance if it happens?  

· Last time, we talked about the Kingdom of God through the parable of the sower, a lamp on a stand, the parable of the growing seed, and then the parable of the mustard seed.  Do you still remember the key points there?  What is the Kingdom of God?  In the Bible Kingdom means rule or reign, not a territory.  So the Kingdom of God is the rule or reign of God.  We speak of three kingdoms or ways of ruling: His kingdom or reign of power (this is operative now), of grace (or the Holy Spirit, this is his acting on our hearts through the Word, and of glory (when he comes again).  (Pastor Secker)  “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”  Open our ears, eyes, and most importantly, open our hearts to God, and the Holy Spirit will guide us to all the truth and to the Kingdom of God, in this life and beyond.  

· The last thing we discussed was Jesus calming the storm.  Tonight, we shall see what happened after Jesus and his disciple reached the shore: Healing in three occasions.  Read the Bible.  

· The Healing of a Demon-possessed Man (5:1-20)  

· Picture what happened.  Jesus and his disciples went to the region of Gerasenes.  A man with an evil spirit.  “Legion.”  Herd of pigs drowned.  People pleaded with Jesus to leave the region.  The man got healed began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him.

· Where is Gerasenes?  Look up the map.  A region lived by gentiles and with pigs, which Jewish people viewed as unclean.  How about Decapolis?  

· What is the condition of the demon-possessed man?  Pity and humiliated.  How could that man recognize Jesus?  Through a “legion of demons.”  A Roman legion was made up of 6,000 men.  It is interesting to observe that demons recognized Jesus before humans, and they also knew better than humans that they would be defeated by Jesus at the end.  

· Cutting himself.  The goal of demons is to destroy the person created in the image of God.  The man’s demonization is evident in his social isolation, superhuman strength, and self-destructive tendencies.  ESV Study Bible.  
· When the man ran and fell down before Jesus, it may indicate an involuntary submission of the demons to Jesus’ greater power, or that the man himself longed to be free of the demonic influence, or some of both.  In either case, the demon immediately takes over the man's voice.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did the demons request Jesus “swear to god that you won’t torture me” and beg “again and again” not to send them out of the area?     

· The demons sensed that they were to be punished and used the strongest basis for an oath that they knew.  They were fearful of being sent into eternal punishment.  

· What happened eventually?  Though Jesus seemingly consented to the demons’ request, the pigs carried them into the depths of the sea – perhaps symbolic of the Abyss.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What did those attending the pigs do?  How about the villagers?  Why did they plead with Jesus to leave the region?  

· The villager’s reaction was probably significantly influenced by their loss of pigs, and might also be affected by the fact that Jesus was a Jew.  Do they value a “born again” person or the pigs?  Or were they afraid to have the “light of the world” to be among them?  

· What did that demon-possessed man want to do?  He wanted to follow Jesus.  Why didn’t Jesus take him but encouraged him to “spread the word” instead?  They were not in the Jewish territory.  This is the first time so far in Mark and will be the only case for quite some time till the end.  
· From the death of the pigs, can we see how powerful the legion of evil spirits was?  Can we then see the suffering of that person possessed by the evil spirits?  Would you happy for him cured by Jesus?  
· Discussion

· If we were one of the villagers, what would we do?  Would we welcome Jesus to be among us?  Why or why not?  

· How about if we were that demon-possessed man?  What would be our feeling toward our villagers?  
· It is a pity that the villagers missed an opportunity to know better about Jesus.  Many of us are doing exactly the same thing today: Even though we appreciate the wisdom and truth of the Gospel, we are reluctant to fully accept Him as our lord because we worry about losing our “flexibility” for a free-style life.  

· The healed man is some role model for us to learn from.  He is not contented with his reclaimed healthy life but asked to follow Jesus.  We are sure that he was not looking for being a medical apprentice, but a disciple.  He realized the spiritual value of Jesus to his life.  We may have previously been blessed by God too on many individual matters, did we recognize His power and love through the experience and decide to follow Him?  
· A Sick Woman (5:21-34)

· Do you have relatives or friends suffering from chronic diseases?  What are their conditions?  Do they have health insurance?  It will be a terrible thing if they do not have insurance or if the insurance does not completely cover the situation.

· Now they crossed the lake again and came to a Jewish territory.  Picture what happened then.  A large crowd gathered around him.  Jairus, a synagogue ruler, pleaded earnestly to Jesus to heal his daughter.  A sick woman touched his cloak among the crowd and got healed.  Jesus realized that, and looked for her.  The woman admitted.  “Daughter, your faith has healed you.  Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”  

· Who is Jairus?  
· A synagogue ruler, responsible for conducting synagogue services, selecting participants, and maintaining order.  

· What can we say about Jairus?  The fact that Jairus … fell at Jesus’ feet demonstrates his real need and his sincerity, especially if we think about the pressure he had to confront with his peers – the Pharisees and teachers of the law.  

· What did the sick woman suffer?  An “unclean” disease.  Was she rich?  What did she do when she saw Jesus?  What happened then?  It is interesting to compare the two cure-seekers: many differences and many similarities.  One major thing common to them stands out here: the faith, before (the woman) and after (the demon possessed man) being cured.  

· On account of her condition, she is ceremonially unclean (cf. Lev. 15:25–28) and is not permitted to enter the temple section reserved for women; nor is she permitted to be in public without making people aware that she is unclean.  ESV Study Bible.  

· By touching Jesus’ garment, she technically renders him ceremonially unclean, but Jesus is greater than any purity laws, for he makes her clean by his power instead of becoming unclean himself.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Why did Jesus keep looking around to see who had touched him?  Didn’t he know who that person is?  If so, shouldn’t he also know that the woman just wanted to be cured and go away quietly?  To make an example for others?  

· Again Mark notes the theme of fear and shows how it leads to faith.  More importantly, the woman felt deep awe (Gk. phobeomai can be rendered “be afraid” or “feel awe and reverence”) at the powerful presence of God who has healed her: she fell down before him and told him the whole truth, which testifies to her confidence in and sincere gratitude toward Jesus.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Jesus said: “Daughter, your faith has healed you.  Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”  The Greek for “healed” actually means “saved.”  Here both physical healing and spiritual salvation are meant.  The two are often seen together in Mark.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus asked the woman to come out so that she could obtain a more important cure she hadn’t sought.  Jesus also made her know better about the faith.  

· Discussion  
· In this particular incidence, many people touched Jesus.  How many got healed?  Only that woman.  Why?  How many people hear the Gospel?  How many received it?  Why?  
· We are not like that woman bleeding for twelve years.  However, are we wasting away a lot of our previous time on various miscellaneous things or on something that is indirectly controlled by an evil spirit?  Do we have the faith to come to Jesus for help?    

· What should we do for our relatives or friends who are suffering from chronic diseases or are having urgent needs?  Do we have faith?  Are we daring to step out to reach to Jesus even though our faith is still young?  

· A Dead Girl (5:35-43)

· Now after the sick woman was healed, what is the status of Jairus’ daughter?  Dead.  Why bother the teacher any more?  “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”  Jesus went with Peter, James, and John, and brought the girl back to life.  

· After the girl died, what did people tell Jarius?  It must be a very long journey home for Jairus.  Did he understand what Jesus said “Don’t be afraid; just believe”?  Did he believe him?  Really?  
· Jesus defines faith as the antidote to fear (cf. 2:5; 4:40; 5:34).  In the face of death, this is a supreme challenge for Jairus.  ESV Study Bible.  

· What was the scene around Jarus’ home when they got back?  What did Jesus do?  What happened to the girl and the people?  
· The girl was brought back to life.  Wow!  

· This was prophesized in the Old Testament for the work by the Messiah.  

· The people were completely astonished.  Did they realize that prophesy was about to be fulfilled?  No!  How sad.  

· Amid the mourning, Jesus proclaims that the child is not dead but sleeping.  The mocking and laughing crowd takes Jesus’ statement literally, supposing that Jesus cannot accept the reality of death.  The child had indeed died (see Luke 8:55), but from Jesus’ viewpoint her real death is but sleep.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jesus is the Lord over death and life!  
· Why did Jesus give strict orders not to let any one know about this?  

· Jesus needed more time to bring up his disciples and to preach the good news.  If people spread the news around in this Jewish region, then Jesus would have no place to stay and could be killed before his pre-destined time.  Even the witnesses could have faced some danger!  Look at John 12:9~10 about Lazarus.  

· This is different from the previous section about the person possessed by the evil spirit – that happened in the Gentile country.  

· Why did Jesus bring back to life the daughter of Jairus but not others?  The authority of God.  

· Discussion  

· If we were Jarius, what would we do?  

· When we encounter disappointment like the bad news for Jarius on the way home, do we maintain our faith in Jesus?  

· Do you have family members or friends suffering from serious diseases to the degree of near death?  How is he/she now?  

· Should we bring such difficulties to Jesus?  Do we have faith that Jesus would heal him or her?  Why or why not?  

· Wrapping Up 

· It is difficult to have faith in Jesus.  What should we pray for and ask for?  Degree?  Money?  Relationship?  Health?  How to draw the line?  “I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the father.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”  Jn 14:13, 14.  Also, just like muster seed discussed in Mark 4 – though it is small, it will grow and become large.  
· Let us pray that the Holy Spirit gives us faith to get rid of our bondages, and live a life that is close to God.  
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