Mark 3, 9/17/10   

· Opening

· If you know President Obama is coming to the Bible Study next Friday, will you be excited?  What would you plan to do then?  If you know God will be with us next Friday, will you be excited?  Anyway, why do you come to the Bible Study?  For a good dinner?  To meet friends?  For uplifting singing?  What is the central value of studying the Bible?  What does it mean to be Christians?  

· What do you do on Saturdays?  How about Sundays?  Why and why not?  

· Last Friday, we studied Jesus’ healing of a paralytic lowering down from the rooftop, calling Levi and eating with “sinners,” defending for not fasting and for picking heads of grain on the Sabbath, and pointing out the differences between the old and the new.  Tonight we shall study what the Bible says about the Sabbath (continuing the old vs. new deliberation), whom Jesus appointed as apostles and the purposes for the appointments, where Jesus’ power came from, and how Jesus’ family viewed his devotion to his mission.  Read the Mark 3.  

· Lord of the Sabbath (3:1-6)  

· Picture what happened.  Jesus saw a man with a shriveled hand in a synagogue on a Sabbath.  Should he heal him?  Result?  Why?  

· Continuing from the last few verses of Chapter 2, we are talking about the Sabbath.  What is the Sabbath?  What for?  What did Moses say about Sabbath?  Ex 20:8-11.  Was violating the Sabbath a serious issue?  

· What did Jesus do in the synagogue on that Sabbath?  Why?  What did the Pharisees do?  Note that the people in the synagogue were mostly local and probably knew the disabled person well.  If today there is such a person in our church and here walks in a man with great power of healing.  Wouldn’t we feel happy for that person?  What was the reaction of the Pharisees instead?  Watching Jesus to catch a possible violation of the laws!  The suffering of that person didn’t seem to be on their minds at all.  
· Jesus knew the thoughts in their minds.  So he confronted them directly.  He didn’t ask them “to heal or not” but instead “to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?”  The reaction?  Silence.  No wonder Jesus was “deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts.”  

· Healing the man with a shriveled hand would not violate the OT law, but it would violate the opponents’ extra-biblical, mostly Pharisaic tradition.  Their tradition misses the point of the Mosaic law: to love God and one’s neighbor (cf. 12:29–31).  ESV Study Bible.  

· One might argue that they were just not as bold as Jesus on this controversial subject.  But look at the reaction after Jesus healed that person.  Not feeling of shame but anger to a level to begin to plot with the Herodians.  

· Note that it was quite unusual for the Pharisees to work with the Herodians who favored the Herodian dynasty and supported the Roman government.  This seems to be an “impossible combination.”  

· Who truly violated the laws here (remember the Ten Commandments)?  

· Imagine that person’s feeling at that moment.  This once again confirmed their indifference to other’s needs.  

· Discussion

· If we were put on the spot in a similar situation, what would we do?  What were the true points of the Sabbath in your opinion?  Should we observe the Sabbath?  The Lord’s Day?  How should we spend out weekends?  Following the tradition or really renewing ourselves spiritually, mentally, and physically?  
· Back to the ice-breaking question.  In reality we may have to face the direct clash of two sets of virtues.  How should we resolve the dilemma?  Following our heart?  
· Crowds Follow Jesus (3:7-12)

· Picture what happened.  People from many places came to Jesus, and evil spirits fell down before him.  

· Where are the locations mentioned in verse 8?  Look up the map.  Indications?  These regions include virtually all of Israel and its surrounding neighbors.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did people come to him?  Why do we follow him?  Health and wealth?  Should we bring others to him?  How?  
· Jesus does not permit unclean spirits to speak about him, for even when they make true statements, unwillingly acknowledging his greater authority, their intent is still evil, and they would divulge Jesus’ true identity, which would lead to much misunderstanding, before he wants to make himself known.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Appointment of the Twelve Apostles (3:13-19)

· Picture what happened.  Jesus appointed twelve apostles.  Where?  How?  Why?  Whom?  

· Luke 6:12, 13.  Jesus went up on a mountainside, and called to him those he wanted.  “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.  When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he designated apostles.”  

· Apostles: “Messengers” in Greek, and are Jesus’ authorized representatives.  What are their tasks?  NIV Study Bible.  
· To be with Him, to preach, and to have authority to drive out demons.  Was Jesus he himself doing these things?  
· The training of the apostles included not only instruction and practice in various forms of ministry but also continuous association and intimate fellowship with Jesus himself.  
· In the technical sense, apostles generally refer to the twelve plus Paul.  
· Among the twelve, which ones have you heard the names before?  

· Simon (Peter) and his brother Andrew

· John and his brother James: Sons of thunder ~ Short temper
· Matthew: Levi, tax collector, worked for the Roman government 
· Thomas: Doubter ~ “Show Me”

· Simon the Zealot ~ Strongly against the Roman government

· Judas Iscariot: Betrayed Jesus
· Philip and Bartholomew (Nathanael, under a fig tree) (Jn 1:43-51)

· James son of Alphasus and Thaddaeus (Judas son of James)

· Would it be easy for the apostles to get along without the love of God?  Why or why not?  This seems to be another “impossible combination.”
· Discussion

· How long have you (or your spouse) been with your advisory or supervisor?  What is the relationship?  Good, bad, or ugly?  Why?  Different from the relationships between Jesus and the apostles?  
· Can we still enjoy the wonderful relationship with Jesus as the apostles did 2000 years ago?  Do you want to?  How?  What is blocking you from accepting Him and enjoying the relationship?  

· How to prepare ourselves to be Jesus’ disciples?  Are brothers and sisters in the Bible Study or Churches perfect without weaknesses?  How to get along with them and be fruitful in our ministry?  

· Jesus and Beelzebub (3:22-30)

· Picture what happened.  Teachers of the law questioned about the Jesus’ supernatural power, and Jesus used a parable to explain.  

· Besides his opponents, Jesus now also has to contend with unbelieving family members.  He will never forsake his relationship with his physical family, yet he will always pursue the call of God above all else (see Mark 3:31–35).  (Some of Jesus’ brothers did later come to faith in him; see 1 Cor. 9:4–5.)  ESV Study Bible.  

· Why did the teachers of the law question Jesus’ supernatural power?  What is the meaning of Jesus’ parable?  Who is the strong man?  The prince of devils.  What are the “possessions”?  The devils and their power over humans.  It points out that Jesus could drive out devils because he is against Satan and is able to defeat Satan.  

· Why did Jesus view the Pharisee’s accusation as blasphemy?  Why “whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin?”  Sins are forgiven through Jesus’ blood on the cross and the guidance by the Holy Spirit.  Blaspheming the Holy Spirit blocks the critical path for having sins forgiven, and therefore is guilty of an eternal sin.
· Jesus’ Mother and Brothers (3:20, 21, 31-35)

· Picture what happened.  Jesus was so focused on preaching and healing, and his family came to “take charge” of him.  Jesus’ response?  Sounds strange.  Why?  
· Without severing his relationship with his earthly family (e.g., John 19:26–27; Acts 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:7), Jesus emphasizes the priority of the messianic community of faith (Ex. 32:25–29; Deut. 33:8–9) as the core family of God: whoever does the will of God (see Matt. 6:10; John 7:17; Rom. 12:2; 1 Pet. 4:2), he is my brother and sister and mother (see Ps. 22:23; Heb. 2:11–12).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Jesus is God’s begotten son, creator of the world, our savior.  Yet what does he call his followers?  How beautiful is to be called Jesus’ brothers and sisters!  This is unheard-of in any worldly religions.  Now you know why we can call each other brothers and sisters?  
· Wrapping Up 

· Who is Jesus?  
· Are you a disciple of Christ?  It is nice and sweet to follow Jesus and be his disciples.  He is the Lord of the Sabbath, and the Lord of the universe.  Come to know him, and come to know the Father.  Live a wonderful new and fruitful life.  
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