Revelation 4 and 5, 5/2/2014

Opening
· Have you been to the Forbidden City?  What do you think about its layout and the throne room?  Have you visited the White House (and Capitol Hill)?  What do you think about their layouts and the President’s office?  
· Can you think about God’s throne room and its surroundings?  Any clue from the Old Testament?  
· The tabernacle and the temple – can you describe them?  What do you think?  
· How do you think about God’s throne room in haven?  How does it look like?  Has anyone seen it?  
· Have you seen the movie Kung-Fu Panda?  A secret scroll wanted by many warriors?  Who was worthy to receive it and who finally got it?  What was in it?  
· How do you describe the moral of today’s society?  Good, bad or ugly?  What will be the consequences?  
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The Throne in Heaven (4:1-11) 
· Rev. 4:1–5:14 Heaven Opened: The Lamb Receives the Scroll.  These visions, portraying events to take place after the first-century churches’ struggles, begin with a door standing open in heaven, leading to a vision of God on his throne receiving ceaseless worship, and of the Lamb, who receives from him a mysterious sealed scroll.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Who was speaking?  See 1:10-13.  
· Rev. 4:2 God’s kingly rule is a fundamental theme of the book.  In the Old Testament, the tabernacle (Ex. 25-40) and temple (1 King 5-7:2; 2 Chr. 2-4) were shadows of God’s throne room in haven (Exodus 25:40, Heb. 8:5, 6; 9:1-14).  John sees the heavenly original rather than an earthly copy.  Revelation fittingly contains many allusions to the temple (3:12; 7:15; 11:19; 14:15, 17; 15:5-16:1; 16:17; 21:22) and to elements within it.  For example, there are the lamps (1:12; 4:5), the living creatures like cherubim (4:6-9), incense and prayer (5:8), songs of praise like those offered by the Levitical singers in the Old Testament (4:8, 11; 5:9-13; 1 Chr. 16), a sacrifice (5:6, 9), the ark of the convent (11:19), the alter (11:1) and the outer court (11:2).  The details of God’s appearance are not described, reminding us that His greatness and glory always exceed human comprehension.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 4:3 Imitating Isaiah’s and Ezekiel’s reserve in describing visions of God’s glory (cf. Isa. 6:1–6; Ezek. 1:26–28), John suggests luminous colors—jasper, carnelian, rainbow, emerald.  The jewels of this book are not meant to be interpreted individually but together signify the splendor and majesty of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 4:4 On twenty-four thrones sat twenty-four elders.  Their number may reflect the orders of priests serving in the OT temple (cf. 1 Chron. 24:7–19) but more likely they symbolize the unity of God’s people, encompassing OT Israel (led by the heads of the 12 tribes) and the NT church (led by the 12 apostles), like the new Jerusalem’s 12 gates and 12 foundations (Rev. 21:12, 14).  Their thrones resemble those of God’s heavenly court in Dan. 7:9–10.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 4:6–8 The sea of glass appears in prophetic visions of God’s throne room (Ex. 24:10; Ezek. 1:22, 26; Rev. 15:2).  Four living creatures exhibit features of cherubim (full of eyes; lion; ox; man; eagle) and seraphim (six wings; “Holy, holy, holy”) glimpsed by previous prophets (Isa. 6:2–3; Ezek. 1:10, 18).  Variation and blending of such features is a reminder that in prophetic visions, images symbolize mysterious unseen realities.  These close attendants represent and yet transcend the whole of the created order on earth and in heaven as they ceaselessly praise God for his intrinsic attributes: infinite holiness and power, and eternal life (in the repeated description, “who lives forever and ever,” in Rev. 4:9–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about God’s throne room in haven?  How does it compare with the Forbidden City, the White House, or the Kremlin?  

The Scroll and the Lamb (5:1-11) 
· Rev. 5:1-14 John recounts two parts of a single magnificent vision of God’s glory in Chs. 4 and 5.  A second dramatic act within the vision is introduced in 5:1.  From creation in 4:11, the action shifts to a focus on redemption and re-creation.  God’s purposes of redemption and rule can be accomplished only through One who is uniquely worthy – Jesus Christ.  He is simultaneously the fierce Lion of the tribe of Judah, warring against God’s enemies, and the gentle Lamb that has been slain, who purchased His people with the blood of His atoning sacrifice.  Only God in His Trinitarian fullness can accomplish these magnificent purposes.  Note the presence of the Father (him who was seated on the throne), the son, and the Spirit of God, who is the horn and eyes of the Lamb.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· This chapter constitutes the opening scene for the first cycle of judgments that lead up to the Second Coming of Christ.  The Lamb and the sealed scroll are introduced.  The opening of the seals in 6:1 to 8:1 sets in motion a series of judgments that have their origin in God’s throne and purpose.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 5:1 A scroll written within and on the back is like the scroll given to Ezekiel (Ezek. 2:9–3:3) but is atypical of most ancient manuscripts, since the irregular texture of the reverse side of either vellum (leather) or papyrus made them hard to inscribe.  However, such a doubly inscribed scroll would resemble a Roman will or contract deed, with the contents written in detail inside and summarized briefly outside, then sealed with seven seals.  The scroll John sees could symbolize God’s covenant with mankind, with the covenant curses that will be poured out due to mankind’s breaking of the contract.  In a broader sense, the scroll contains God’s purposes for history, but its seven seals prevent the full disclosure and enactment of its contents.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 5:5–14 The apparent absence of one worthy to open the scroll was a dramatic interlude calculated to impress on John and his hearers the unique dignity of the scroll’s recipient—the Lamb—who is now introduced.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 5:5 The Lion of the tribe of Judah echoes Jacob’s blessing on Judah, conferring leadership over his brothers (Gen. 49:8–12).  In the OT, the Messiah was the branch to spring from Jesse’s root to restore David’s dynasty (Isa. 11:1, 10).  But now he is also called the Root of David, because Jesus is not only the royal descendant (Rev. 22:16) but also the source of David’s rule (Mark 12:35–37).  The Lion is worthy to open the scroll because he has conquered.  The OT promise of a conquering Lion is fulfilled in the NT reality of one who is also the slain Lamb (Rev. 5:9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 5:6–7 The Lamb’s seven horns symbolize great power (Ps. 18:2; Dan. 7:24; Zech. 1:18–21).  His seven eyes, identified with God’s “seven spirits,” show that the Lamb’s knowledge extends through all the earth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 5:9 Is God’s salvation limited to Israelites?  No – it is for every tribe and language and people and nation.  
· Rev. 5:10 kingdom and priests.  See1:6; Ex. 19:6; 1 Pet. 2:9.  reign on the earth. The earth will not always be tyrannized by Satan and destroyed by his followers (Rev. 11:18; 12:12; 13:8).  The first heaven and earth, stained by the curse through human sin, will be replaced by a new (or fully renewed) heaven and earth (21:1, 4) in which Christ’s saints will reign in righteousness (2 Pet. 3:13).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are happening in the Forbidden City (back in history), the White House, the Kremlin, or Malaysian Prime Minister’s office?  
· What are happening in the throne room of God?  
· Can you see Jesus’ critical role in God’s whole plan?  
· What are inside the scroll?  Do you want to find out?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· What are inside the scroll?  Do you want to find out?  Come back next Friday.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Peter Luh, Chunlong Liu, Shiki Yin, Xiao Zhou, 5/1/2014 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2014

image5.png
Solomon’s temple. The colonnaded outer courtyard held an enormous altar for burnt offerings and a large cast metal basin,
or Sea, that was supported by 12 metal bulls

Store rooms

The Most Holy Place,
with the ark of
the covenant

The Holy Place, with the table for
bread of the Presence, ten golden
lampstands and altar of incense

Two giant
bronze pillars





image6.jpeg
King James Version (K]V)  Facebook.com/TohhBibleVerses

And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.
And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about
the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.
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