Revelation 12, 6/6/2014

Opening
· Why are there governments at various levels and in various forms in the societies?  What were the strongest governments in history?  Good or bad?  What are the strongest governments now?  Good or bad?  
· Have you heard about tenure systems in universities?  Why do they exist?  Good or bad?  
· There is a saying that if you take favor from a person, then you cannot strike him hard; and if you eat from a person, then you cannot rebuke him hard (拿人手短吃人嘴软).  Is that true?  Why or why not?  
· Have you heard about the term “hack writer” (御用文人)?  Some examples?  Do you want to be one?  
· What is false teaching?  Why?  A false prophet?  Why?  
· Have you heard about the book Daniel in the Bible?  What is it about?  
· What are unusual animals that people talk about?  Loch Ness Monster of Scotland, ...  What are the unusual animals in the book of Daniel?  What do they represent?  
· What are the numbers loved by Chinese, especially those from the south, e.g., Canton or Hong Kong?  Hong Kong Novotel Century Hotel: 2598-8888.  131420 ~ love you all my life.  7576 ~ Eating fish and meat.  What is trinity?  1+1+1 = 3. 1*1*1 = 1.  

The Beast out of the Sea (13:1-10) 
· What did we study last Friday?  Where did the story end?  
· What does the beast represent?  Why?  
· Rev. 13:1–10 The Beast from the Sea.  As the dragon stands on the seashore, a beast emerges from the sea.  This beast is sometimes identified with the Antichrist (see 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7) or the man of lawlessness (2 Thess. 2:3–12).  Its blasphemous words and demand for worship reinforce the connections between these predictions of a final, future opponent to Christ’s reign.  Yet the imagery of Daniel 7 that appears in the description of the beast shows that it represents not only a future individual but also present world powers that wage Satan’s war against the Lamb and his church.  Most dispensationalists, and many other futurists, think the first beast (Rev. 13:1–10) is a political world leader and the second beast (vv. 11–18) is his religious counterpart, who enforces worship of the first beast.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 13:1–2 The beast looks like a leopard but has feet like a bear’s, a mouth like a lion’s mouth, and ten horns, and it wages “war on the saints” (v. 7).  Thus it resembles all four beasts that Daniel saw emerge from the sea before the Son of Man appeared (Dan. 7:1–8, 21).  As those beasts symbolized kingdoms (Dan. 7:17, 23), so this beast, a composite of them all, represents every human empire—Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and their successors—that demands absolute allegiance and trust, enforcing its demand with coercion.  Its 10 horns and seven heads mirror those of the dragon (Rev. 12:3), who gives the beast its great authority.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How many crowns does the dragon have?  Where?  Seven.  On its heads.  How many crowns does the beast have?  Where?  Seven.  On its horns.  
· Rev. 13:3 seemed to have a mortal wound.  Lit., “as slain to death.”  The beast falsely imitates the Lamb, “standing, as though it had been slain” (5:6).  Rome, the manifestation of the beast in John’s day, seemed to have been mortally wounded by Nero’s suicide (a.d. 68) and the civil chaos that followed, but experienced a “resurrection” in the reigns of Vespasian and his sons Titus and Domitian.  Then in Domitian’s reign (a.d. 81–96), Nero’s beastly persecution of the church also revived.  Many interpreters think this verse also predicts a future remarkable recovery of the Antichrist from a deadly wound, a deceptive attempt to parallel Christ’s resurrection.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Interpreters disagree about which particular persecution the beast most directly represents.  In Asia Minor, local officials threatened to kill Christians if they refused to worship the Roman Emperor.  A similar opposition to godly worship will crop up just before the Second Coming (2 Thess. 2:4).  Persecutions come sporadically in the period between these two times (Matt. 24:9; 2 Tim. 3:12, 13; 1 Pet. 4:12-19).  Both a repeated pattern of satanic opposition and a final, climactic outbreak are apparently suggested in 2 Thess. 2:7, 8.  Christians must not be surprised by these pressures.  They must face martyrdom, if necessary, knowing that God is in control and that His triumph is certain.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· More will be discussed about the beast, the seven heads and ten horns in the second half of Rev. 17.  They do represent kings and regimes in the past and in the future.  
· Discussion 
· What does the beast represent?  Why?  

The Beast out of the Earth (13:11-18) 
· Rev. 13:11–18 The False Prophet from the Land.  A second beast rose out of the earth to enlist worshipers for the first beast through lying words and miracles.  Later called the “false prophet” (16:13; 19:20), this beast wields power through deceptive words.  In John’s day the imperial cult in Asia fostered “worship” of the empire and the emperor as divine savior and lawgiver.  The abuse of religious devotion to manipulate thoughtless allegiance to the state is an ageless phenomenon.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 13:12 exercised all the authority of the first beast.  The trinity of evil is now complete.  The beast from the earth is under the authority of the beast from the sea.  The latter is subject to the dragon.  Satan, secular power and religious compromise (or Satan, the antichrist and the false prophet) join against the cause of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 13:18 The number of the beast, which is 666, may symbolize creaturely deficiency as the number of a man in contrast to divine completeness (symbolized by seven).  The invitation to one with understanding to calculate this number, however, suggests the use of gematria, an ancient code using the numerical values of letters.  Both “beast” and “Nero Caesar,” written in Hebrew characters, add up to 666, but many interpreters expect a future, greater fulfillment in a world ruler who is violently opposed to God and his people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Have you seen or heard about false prophets in the modern society?  How can we differentiate true teaching vs. false teaching?  
· Have we been used by others so that we cannot do things right – being a “hack writer” (御用文人) or拿人手短吃人嘴软?  How should we be careful so that we do not fall into those situations?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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