Mark 7, 11/4/05   

· Opening

· Do you remember SARS?  What were the key things you had to do at that time to prevent from getting the disease?  Now, do you still often wash hands?  When and why?  

· China has a long and proud history.  Name a few her good traditions and bad traditions.  Honor father and mother (worship ancestors); respect teachers (lack the zeal for truth); emphasize children’s formal education (imbalanced education focusing on key subjects); and follow the leader (lack the spirit for democracy).  

· Did you ever beg others to do something?  Under what circumstances?  What was the outcome?  Why?  

· Is Christianity a “Western religion”?  Why did God choose the Jews but not Chinese as His chosen people?  Did God view Chinese people as second class citizen?  

· Las time we studied Mark 6.  We learned what Jesus did when he went back to his hometown; how he sent out the twelve on their first missionary trip; what happened to John the Baptist; what happened when Jesus saw a large crowd like a sheep without a shepherd; and what happened after he fed the crowd of five thousand men.  Tonight we shall see an encounter between Pharisees/teachers of the law and Jesus regarding Jewish tradition; understand how Jesus viewed Jews vs. gentiles, and see Jesus’ healing of a deaf and mute gentile.  Read the Bible.  

· Clean and Unclean (7:1-23)  

· Do we have traditions in the Bible Study Group?  Do we need these traditions?  We have the Bible and its teaching.  Why do we need these traditions?      

· Picture what happened.  The Pharisees and teachers of the law came from Jerusalem to Jesus.  Jesus’ disciples ate with ‘unclean” hands.  Tradition, tradition, tradition.  Honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  Honor your father and mother.  Corban.  Sources of uncleanness.  Are you so dull?  What do they mean?  

· The Pharisees and teachers of the law – a delegation of fact-finding team, in reaction to what Jesus did and how people responded to him.  

· Traditions are important to the Jews.  Watch “Fiddler on the Roof.”  “After the Babylonian captivity, the Jewish rabbis began to make meticulous rules and regulations governing the daily life of the people.  These were interpretations and applications of the Law of Moses, handed down from generation to generation.  In Jesus’ day this ‘tradition of the elders’ was in oral form.  It was not until A.D. 200 that it was put into writing in the Mishnah.”  (NIV Study Bible).  

· “Although the traditions were established to help people obey the law, how is it that they ended up overshadowing that law?”  (NIV Serendipity Bible)  Isaiah’s statement Verses 6 and 7 – Isa 29:13.  Examples of some of the traditions (Jesus Walk Bible Study Series, http://www.jesuswalk.com/manifesto/pharisee-intro.htm): 

· Mosaic Law.  Refrain from work on the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11).  Tradition of the Elders.  Harvesting is work.  Plucking a handful of grain is harvesting.  Therefore Jesus’ disciples were guilty of breaking the Sabbath by eating some grain plucked in the fields as they passed through (Matthew 12:1-2).  Healing is the work a physician performs.  Therefore one cannot heal on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:10).  (The tradition did allow healing on the Sabbath in order to save the life of a man or animal, Pastor Secker.)  
· Mosaic Law.  Fasting, on special occasions, as a sign of repentance.  Tradition of the Elders.  Fast twice a week (Luke 18:12)  
· Mosaic Law.  Tithe, give one tenth, of your income to the Lord (Malachi 3:8-10).  Tradition of the Elders.  Tithe everything, even down to garden herbs (Matthew 23:23).  Jesus does not reprove them for this.  
· Mosaic Law.  Priests are to wash their hands in the Laver before offering sacrifice (Exodus 30:17-21).  Tradition of the Elders.  All people are to wash hands before eating lest they pass ritual uncleanness to food, which, when eaten, would render the whole body unclean.  Not as a hygienic precaution, but a ritual act of pouring water over the hands up to the wrists (Matthew 15:2).

· Mosaic Law.  Honor your father and your mother (Exodus 20:12).  Tradition of the Elders.  Money may be dedicated to God, which relieves a son from the responsibility of using that money to support his parents in their old age (Matthew 15:4-6).  (The money, however, did not necessarily have to go for religious purposes.  The Corban formula was simply a means of circumventing the clear responsibility of children toward their parents as prescribed in the law.  NIV Study Bible.)

· Mosaic Law.  When a person makes a vow, swearing in the name of the Lord to perform some act, he must keep his vow (Exodus 20:7; Numbers 30:2).  Tradition of the Elders.  The Pharisees had developed a deceptive method of swearing.  If one swore by the temple, the vow meant nothing, but if one swore by the gold in the temple, then one was obligated to keep one's vow (Matthew 23:16).

· Jewish people are proud of their traditions.  However, we should be able to see from the above examples why Jesus said that the Pharisees and teachers of the law nullified the word of God by their tradition.  “Jesus categorically rejects the practice of using one Biblical teaching to nullify another.  The scribal interpretation of Nu 30:1-2 satisfied the letter of the passage but missed the meaning of the law as a whole.  God never intended obedience to one command to nullify another.  (NIV Study Bible)”

· In view of the above, Jesus called the Pharisees and teachers of the law hypocrites.  “There are two kinds of hypocrisy: Conscious – the person knows he or she is two faced; and Unconscious – the person is not aware of his own hypocrisy.  I think this is what the Scribes and Pharisees were.  We know there is some hypocrisy (probably both kinds) in us, and repent of it.”  Pastor Secker.
· “It is what comes out of a man that makes him unclean.”  What did Jesus mean?  Do you understand?  Did Jesus’ disciples understand?  “Are you so dull?”  

· “What comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean.'”  What was Jesus talking about?  Human excrement/feces?  
· “Jesus replaced the normal Jewish understandings of defilement with the truth that defilement comes from an impure heart, not the violation of external rules.  Fellowship with God is not interrupted by unclean hands or food, but by sin.  (NIV Study Bible)”  

· Many times the uncleanness that comes from our hearts hurts others much deeper and longer than external uncleanness.    

· What food is clean and what is not?  Who declared such a classification?  Do you eat some of the “unclean” food?  Not just eat – you may love some of them!  

· In saying this, Jesus declared all foods “clean.”  This is a very important declaration.  
· Mark notes that Jesus’ teaching, in essence, declared all foods clean.  The Mosaic ceremonial laws distinguished between “clean” and “unclean” foods (see Lev. 11:1–47).  Their purpose was to instill awareness of God’s holiness and of the reality of sin as a barrier to fellowship with God.  But once defilement of the heart is thoroughly removed and full fellowship with God becomes a reality (through the atoning death of Jesus), the ceremonial laws have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer required – though as seen in Acts 10–11, it took several years for the disciples to understand this.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Are you now comfortable to some of the “unclean” food?  
· Discussion  

· “Verses 20-23 represent an evil heart, where as 12:30 represents a pure, whole heart.  How can we strengthen that second kind of heart?  What do we do when the evil heart wins out?”  NIV Serendipity Bible.  Practical suggestions?

· Most of us have fathers and mothers very far away.  We cannot honor them as we would like to.  Call home.  Pray for them.  Visit them.  When was the last time you went back home?  What did you do?  Did you try to introduce Jesus to them?  Why or why not?  Results?  

· The Faith of Syrophoenician (7:24-30)

· Picture what happened.  Where did Jesus travel to?  What happened there?  A Greek woman begged Jesus to heal her daughter possessed by an evil spirit.  “First let the children eat all they want, for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”  “Even the dogs eat the children’s crumbs.”  “For such a reply, your may go.”  What do they mean?  

· Tyre and Sidon.  

· Jesus travels to a Hellenistic Gentile region where he is already known (esp. among its resettled Jewish residents; cf. 3:8).  Jesus is called first to bring the news of God’s kingdom to the people of Israel.  However, he foresees a later mission to the Gentiles through his disciples (7:27; 13:10; 14:9).  ESV Study Bible.  

· The above is a very important declaration of the global nature of God’s salvation.  

· Dogs.  

· Jesus’ noncommittal response is surprising and may seem offensive.  He gives three comparisons: bread/his message; children/the Jewish people; and dogs/Gentiles.  First holds out the hope, however, that Gentiles will also become the recipients of God’s grace.  Taking into account vv. 29–30, it is reasonable to conclude that Jesus spoke as he did merely to test the woman's faith.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The woman’s response to Jesus’ surprising statement is both humble and persistent.  Perhaps she understands and humbly accepts that God called Israel first for a particular purpose.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  

· We can see the faith of the Greek woman, and her willingness to humble herself in front of the Lord even after Jesus used the impolite but common Jewish term for gentiles.  This was in quite a contrast to the disbelief of the Pharisees and teachers of the law – they did not believe, even though they were God’s chosen people.  
· Today, most Jews still do not believe in Jesus, and they are still waiting for the coming of the Christ.  God’s grace and salvation have come down on gentiles, including everyone of us here.  It is our chance to accept the gospel, and now.  Would you be willing to humble yourself and accept Jesus as the Lord tonight if he is the creator of the universe?  Maybe you have an urgent need, or maybe you just saw the truth in the Bible.  Humble ourselves and accept Jesus as our Lord.  
· The Healing of a Deaf and Mute Man (7:31-37)

· Picture what happened.  What did Jesus do in Decapolis?  Jesus healed a deaf and mute man, and commanded people there not to tell anyone.  Why?  Results?  

· Why did Jesus sign?  
· Jesus sighed over the hard-heartedness (cf. 8:12, 17; 9:19) and physical weaknesses that had arisen on account of mankind’s fall (Genesis 3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· A deaf person usually could not speak well because of the lack of feedback mechanism.  The healing of a deaf and mute man instantly is a miracle.  Isa 35:5-6, Joy of the Redeemed: “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.”  Imply the coming of the Christ.  
· The healing not only demonstrates Jesus’ power; it also allows him to confront his disciples by word and deed with the problem of spiritual deafness and blindness.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jesus commanded people not to tell anyone.  Why not?  People were overwhelmed with amazement.  Why?  
· This is different from the case of the demon-possessed man in Mark 5:1-20, where Jesus asked that person to tell his family how much the Lord had done for him.  Why the differences?  Perhaps the situation has been changed after Jesus fed the five thousand and performed other miraculous signs.  Or perhaps it was a Gentile territory but now a Jewish community.  

· The people are astonished in the sense that they wonder whether Jesus is the Messiah (see Isa. 35:5–6).  They are not expecting a suffering Messiah but rather a political liberator along the lines of the earlier Maccabean uprising (166–160 b.c.).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  

· What are we waiting for?  A political Messiah, a financial or military Messiah?  Or a Ph.D. degree, a new car, a large house, a beautify wife/handsome husband, or a dream job with high pay and easy tasks?  Or the Messiah has already arrived and let us get to know Him and serve Him?  

· Wrapping Up 

· What are the key messages here?  Are they precious?  

· A theme of Mark 7 is the command to believe.  We must believe – no one can believe for us.  And believing is something we do.  But the Holy Spirit must convict us of sin (John 16:8) and give us the gift of faith.  If we want faith or want our faith strengthened, we must hear and study the Word, be baptized, receive Holy Communion.  Once we have faith, we can and must cooperate with God.  (Pastor Secker) 
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