Revelation 1, 3/28/2014

Opening
· Human beings have always been interested in several key questions, e.g., life beyond the earth, end of the world, origin of the universe, and meaning of life.  
· What can we say about the future based on several key events that have captured people’s attention?  Which are what?  
· Flight MH 370; 
· Russia, Crimea and Ukraine; 
· The recent discovery of gravitational waves.  Gravitational waves are ripples in the curvature of space-time that propagate as a wave, travelling outward from the source.  Predicted in 1916 by Albert Einstein to exist on the basis of his theory of general relativity, gravitational waves theoretically transport energy as gravitational radiation.  Various gravitational wave detectors exist and on 17 March 2014, astronomers at the Harvard–Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics announced that they had detected and produced “the first direct image of gravitational waves across the primordial sky” within the cosmic microwave background, providing strong evidence for inflation and the Big Bang (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gravitational_wave).  If the announcement is correct, what are the implications?  
· What does the word “revelation” mean?  
· Something “revealed,” especially a dramatic disclosure of something not previously known or realized.  http://www.thefreedictionary.com/revelation.  
· What do you want to learn from the study of Revelation?  What is the purpose for UCBSG to study it?  
· To learn what God wants us to know about the end of the world, the origin of the universe, and the meaning of life.  

Introduction to Revelation 
· Author and Title: The divine author identified in the opening verse, Jesus the Messiah, has authority from God to describe coming events to his servant John (see also 1:4, 9; 22:8) for communication to the church.  Without denying his own role in the composition of the book, John presents himself more as a recipient and recorder of visions than as the author of Revelation’s message.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Date: Most scholars date Revelation in the mid-90s.  
· Themes: Revelation unveils the unseen spiritual war in which the church is engaged: the cosmic conflict between God and his Christ on the one hand, and Satan and his evil allies (both demonic and human) on the other.  In this conflict, Jesus the Lamb has already won the decisive victory through his sacrificial death, but his church continues to be assaulted by the dragon, in its death-throes, through false teaching (such as that of the Nicolaitans, 2:6, 15), persecution (2:10, 13), compromise with surrounding paganism through idolatry and immorality (2:14, 20–21), and spiritual complacency (3:1–3, 15–17).  By revealing the spiritual realities lying behind the church’s trials and temptations during the time between Christ’s first and second comings, and by dramatically affirming the certainty of Christ’s triumph in the new heaven and earth, the visions granted to John both warn the church and fortify it to endure suffering and to stay pure from the defiling enticements of the present world order.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Structure: Revelation is composed of a prologue (1:1–8), a body (1:9–22:5), and an epilogue (22:6–21).  The prologue and epilogue are linked by repeated themes: an angel sent to show God’s servants what must soon take place (1:1; 22:6, 16), blessings on those who keep the prophecy (1:3; 22:7, 9), John’s self-identification (1:1, 4; 22:8), and the designation of God as Alpha and Omega (1:8; 22:13).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The body is divided into four unequal parts by the expression “in the Spirit,” which signifies the beginning of an ecstatic vision.  Note from Pastor Yoakum.  
· The vision of the Son of Man and the seven letters to the churches, 1:9-3:22.  “On the Lord’s Day, I was in the spirit,” 1: 10.  
· The major apocalyptic vision, 4:1-16:21.  “At once, I was in the Spirit,” 4:2.  This part includes Seven Seals on a scroll (4:1–8:1, preparation for the judgments), Seven Trumpets (8:2–11:19, delivery of the judgments), and Seven Bowls of wrath (chs. 15–16, pouring out of God’s wrath).  
· The vision of judgment of the great harlot, 17:1-21:8.  “Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert,” 17:3.  
· The vision of the New Jerusalem, 21:9-22:5.  “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high,” 21: 10.  
· The general movement of the book is from “the things that are”—the first-century churches’ present situation (chs. 2–3)—to “the things that are to take place after this,” climaxing with the destruction of the enemies of God and the presentation of the church as the Lamb’s bride in a new heaven and earth.  
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Prologue (1:1-3) 
· Rev. 1:1–3 Title, Transmission, Promise of Blessing.  The opening paragraph identifies this book’s genre (“revelation” or apocalypse, a disclosure of unseen realities), its divine author (“Jesus Christ”), and the process by which he is conveying it through the human author (“his servant John”) to believers (“his servants”).  It then pronounces the first of seven benedictions on those who rightly receive the book’s message.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 1:3 Blessed.  The first of seven blessings is given to those who hear and keep God’s Word.  Later blessings (14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14) commend purity and perseverance, even to the death.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who are blessed and why?  
· Do you want to be blessed?  Then how?  

Greetings and Doxology (1:4-8) 
· Rev. 1:4–6 Epistolary Opening.  This greeting identifies author and recipients, then pronounces blessing upon the recipients.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The seven churches that are in Asia.  Since churches existed in other cities of Roman Asia (e.g., Colossae, Troas), Christ’s selection of “seven,” symbolizing completeness, implies that he addresses the whole church through them.  
· The seven spirits.  Revelation presents the Holy Spirit as one person (3:6, 13; cf. Eph. 4:4), but he also appears as “seven spirits” (cf. Rev. 3:1; 4:5; etc.), representing perfection, and as “seven torches of fire” (4:5) and “seven eyes” (5:6) to express his omnipresence and omniscience.  
· Discussion 
· Why will all the peoples of the earth mourn because of the coming of Christ?  Is this in sharp contrast with those who will be blessed?  

John’s Vision of Christ (1:9-20) 
· Rev. 1:9–20 The Son of Man among His Churches.  Jesus Christ appears in resplendent and overpowering glory to reassure his churches that by his death and resurrection he has control of the danger and death that threaten them.  Although he is exalted in heaven, he is also present with his churches on earth and knows their needs better than they themselves do.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 1:9 John’s confinement on Patmos, an Aegean island to which Rome exiled political criminals, shows that he is a partner with the churches’ tribulation and patient endurance.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Patmos is an arid island approximately 24 square miles (62 sq. km) in area and roughly 40 miles (64 km) from the mainland of Asia Minor.  
· Rev. 1:10 in the Spirit.  John was conscious of being surrounded by the manifest presence of the Holy Spirit.  Such strong influence of the Holy Spirit leads to prophetic visions (4:2; 17:3; 21:10; cf. Ezek. 3:12).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 1:11 The order in which the churches are listed traces the route along which a courier from Patmos would have carried the scroll.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 1:15-16.  Christ’s feet, like burnished bronze, will crush any opponents.   God’s Word, which like a two-edged sword, searches hearts and judges rebels.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 1:18 I died … I am alive forevermore.  Paradoxically, this ever-living One died to redeem believers and now lives forever as “the firstborn of the dead.”  Because Jesus died and rose again, John must “fear not,” and the churches should not fear death, because Jesus has conquered it forever.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 1:20 Angels may refer to human messengers or to angels.  The prominence of angels in Revelation would support the latter meaning here.  Reformation Study Bible.   
· Discussion 
· What do you think about v. 17 Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last”?  Is that wonderful?  

Wrapping up 
· Genesis 2:9.  “Tree of the knowledge of good and evil” and “Tree of life.”  What happened to Adam and Eve?  What happened to the “Tree of life”?  Will we miss it forever?  
· Looking back at v. 1:3.  Do you believe it?  What are the implications?  Tree of life!  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What will be told to the seven churches?  Next time.  What will be the messages to UCBSG and SCCC?  
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