Mark 10, 12/10/10   

· Opening

· Someone say marriage is like a besieged city: Those who are outside want to get in, and those who are inside want to get out.  Is this statement true?  Is marriage life easy and fun?  Do you know happy couples?  Do you know rough couples?  Do you know divorced families?  What makes the differences?  How do you want your marriage to be?  
· What is your “American dream”?  A nice car, a Ph.D. degree, a beautiful wife, a lovely son, and a big house (“Wu Zi Deng Ke”).  All these are good, but are these all we are seeking after, year after year?  Which ones have everlasting value?  Which ones are pleasing to God and would lead to eternal life?  

· Last time, we studied Jesus’ transfiguration, his healing of a boy with an evil spirit, and disciples’ relationships among themselves as well as with others.  Tonight, we shall study how Jesus viewed divorce and little children, and his conversation with a rich young man who wanted to inherit eternal life.  We shall also see that Jesus again predicted his death, while the disciples were still fighting to be the “leaders” in the worldly sense.  Read the Bible.  

· Divorce (10:1-12)  

· Picture what happened.  Jesus left Capernaum, and went into the region of Judea and then across the Jordan.  Over there, Pharisees asked him about divorce.  A lively conversation among the Pharisees, Jesus, and the disciples then took place.  Can you understand?  

· And he left there.  Jesus sets out on his final journey from Galilee to Jerusalem.  He returns to the area north of Jericho where his ministry began.  He continues to focus his ministry on teaching, as was his custom.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did Pharisees ask this question?  
· The question of the Pharisees was hostile.  It was for unlawful divorce and remarriage that John the Baptist denounced Herod Antipas and Herodias, and this rebuke cost him first imprisonment and then his life.  Jesus was now within Herod’ jurisdiction, and the Pharisees may have hoped that Jesus’ reply would cause the tetrarch to seize him as he had John.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What do the Ten Commandments teach about marriage?    

· “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant.”  (Exodus 21:14-17).  
· What did Moses say about divorce?    

· Dt 24:1-4.  1 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, 2 and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, 3 and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, 4 then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled.  That would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD.  Do not bring sin upon the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.”  
· There were two schools of Shammai and Hillel over the interpretation of Dt 24:1-4.  Shammai held that ‘something indecent’ meant ‘marital unfaithfulness’ – the only allowable cause for divorce.  Hillel emphasized the preceding clause, ‘who becomes displeasing to him.’  He would allow a man to divorce his wife if she did anything he disliked – even if she burned his food while cooking it.  Jesus clearly took the side of Shammai, but only after first pointing back to God’s original ideal of marriage in Ge 1:27; 2:24.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Which school is right in your eye?  

· Do you know God’s original ideal of marriage?  

· Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  
· Genesis 2:24 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  

· “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another” – Here and in Luke 16:18 Jesus does not include the phrase “except for sexual immorality” as in Matt. 5:32 and 19:9.  The most likely reason is that there was no dispute or disagreement among Jews, or in Greek or Roman culture, that adultery was a legitimate ground for divorce, and Jesus is not addressing that issue here.  The disputes were over the many other causes for divorce, so Jesus gave a blanket statement about all the other causes without explicitly specifying what everyone already agreed was true.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How should we view divorced people getting married?    
· Pastor Secker: “Divorce is always contrary to God’s intention and a sin and should be resisted with every means possible.  But marriages occur that should never occur and some marriages cannot be held together no matter what is tried.  In those situations, people will want to get divorce and many will want to remarry.  They can do that according to state laws.  If the Church bans them from Communion (as the RC Church does) and declare that their new marriage is not a marriage but an adulterous relationship, many will simply follow the state laws and leave the church, along with their children if they have any.  

· So if a divorced person (whether I counseled with him or her prior to the divorce or not) comes to me and asks me if I will perform his or her marriage to someone else, this is what I do: I teach him or her what Jesus tells us about marriage and what happens in it and how he condemns divorce for any reason.  Then I ask if it is possible for him or her to reunite with his or her former spouse (often he or she is already re-married, making this impossible).  I also ask about what efforts he or she put forth to make the first marriage last (counseling, etc.).  If I am convinced that a remarriage is not possible, then I ask if he or she confesses that they were at least in part responsible for the divorce (ask them to be specific about how), repent, and promise with the help of God to amend his or her life and not let this happen again.  If he or she puts all of the blame on his or her former spouse (as many do), I refuse to perform the marriage.  But if I believe that he or she is truly repentant and do not want to let this happen again, I absolve them in accord with John 20:23, and do consent to perform their marriage.”  

· Discussion

· Comparing to the Scripture quoted by Jesus, what are the root causes as you see in today’s problematic families?  
· How can we have a blessed family/marriage?  Can we save a marriage by setting a set of rules or regulations?  Any practical suggestions?  

· The Little Children and Jesus (10:13-16)

· Who are the greatest leaders in this world now?  Who can enter the kingdom of god?  What are the differences and why?  Whom do you want to be and why?  
· Picture what happened.  People were bringing little children to Jesus, but the disciples rebuked them.  Jesus was indignant.  “Anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  

· But the disciples rebuked them. 

· The disciples consider children to be an annoying distraction (cf. 9:36–37, 42).  Jesus reacts emphatically.  To Jesus, children are as important as adults, and equally worthy of love (9:36–37; 10:16).  

· Do we many times share the view of the disciples?  

· What are the characteristics of little children that are often lost by adults making Jesus to say the above?  

· The point of comparison is the usual openness and receptivity of children.  The kingdom of God must be received as a gift; it cannot be achieved by human effort.  It may be entered only by those who know they are helpless, without claim or merit.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Also, willingness to ask, strong faith, no prejudice, not afraid to “lose face.”  

· Discussion

· We are God’s children.  Comparing to Him, we are incapable like little children.  Do you have the above characteristics in the relation with God?  
· The Rich Young Man (10:17-31)

· Should Christians be like middle age monks living in mountains and under strict self-disciplinary rules?  Can Christians be rich business persons or landlords or powerful politicians?  Why or why not?  
· Picture what happened.  A rich young man came to Jesus and asked “what must I do to inherit eternal life.”  Then a lively discussion took place between Jesus and the young man and his disciples.  Finally the young man went away sad for not being able to meet Jesus’ requirement.  

· What was wrong with the rich young man?  

· Contrary to childlike trust, the rich young man relies on his possessions and his self-righteousness to inherit eternal life.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The kingdom of God must be received as a gift; it cannot be achieved by human effort.  

· What was Jesus’ attitude toward the young man?  Why would he raise such a demand?  Had he previously requested that for other followers?  

· You know the commandments.  Jesus initially seems to agree with the young man’s framework, which is essentially, “do well, and you will inherit the kingdom.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· The man, however, has replaced direct trust in God and its reward (treasure in heaven) with earthly riches.  He thus fails the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3).  ESV Study Bible.  

· This does not mean that every disciple of Christ must sell all that he has; rather, the heart must be focused on God, and every possession yielded to God, with the result that possessions will be handled as a form of stewardship.  ESV Study Bible.  

· It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.  

· The camel was the largest animal found in Palestine.  The vivid contrast between the largest animal and the smallest opening represent what, humanly speaking, is impossible.  However, the salvation is totally the work of God.  Every attempt to enter the kingdom on the basis of achievement or merit is futile.  Apart form the grace of God, no one can be saved.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Obviously the disciples recognized that Jesus was not just referring to being rich here, which was not an issue for most of them, but instead to give up those “precious” things in your life.  That IS difficult.  However, Jesus pointed out that there is a way.  

· “No one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.”  
· Really?  What does the above mean?  

· The person who leaves house, lands, and family for Jesus' sake and for the gospel can expect in this life (now in this time) to enjoy fellowship with other believers and to find a welcome in the houses and lands of other believers.  But in this life these blessings will also be mixed with persecutions.  The future will yield an even better reward: eternal life.  By answering in this way, Jesus assures the disciples that they have answered the call and are blessed.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  Why did Jesus say this?  
· A warning against pride in sacrificial accomplishments such as Peter had manifested in v. 28.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion

· What are the most cherished things in your life on earth?  Why?  Are you willing to give them up for the sake of Jesus and to be re-shaped by God?  Why or why not?  In what way?  
· Jesus Again Predicts His Death, and the Request of James and John (10:32-45)

· Picture what happened.  Jesus again predicted his death, while the disciples were still occupied by worldly pride and ambition.  

· Jesus is aware of his impending death but proceeds resolutely toward Jerusalem.  The Twelve were amazed to see Jesus’ solemn determination in light of what he had already told them about his forthcoming suffering and death (Mark 8:31; 9:31).  In addition to the Twelve, others followed along, but Mark says that they were afraid.  It is likely that the larger group of followers saw Jesus’ sober, deliberate progress toward Jerusalem, and had heard from the Twelve something of his predictions of suffering, and thus concluded that by following Jesus they might face a similar fate.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The descriptions of verses 33 and 34 are clear and vivid.  These are also extremely significant since we just talked about the free gift of salvation.  Where does salvation come from?  From the high price of Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection.  The salvation is free, but not cheap.  
· Why did James and John ask such a question?  

· James and John belonged to Jesus’ “inner circle.”  If Jesus was going to die and be raised in Jerusalem, they may have thought this journey was their last opportunity to put in a request for future assignments.  They falsely envisioned special places of honor when Jesus would rule in Jerusalem on the throne of David.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with.”

· The cup that he was to drink was the cup of God’s wrath that would be poured out on him, bearing God’s wrath in the place of sinful mankind.  His baptism was his suffering and death, which would pour over him like a flood.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Could the disciples do those?  

· “But to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant.  These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”
· Though Jesus is fully God, yet there are differences of authority within the Trinity, and the Son throughout Scripture is always subject to the authority and direction of the Father, who will ultimately determine who exactly receives such positions of honor.  Jesus both defers authority to his heavenly Father and implies that he will himself be exalted?  ESV Study Bible.  

· “Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.”   

· Leadership among God’s people should be characterized by serving the people and acting for their best interests, not by assuming that the people are to serve the leaders.  These principles apply not only to leadership in the church but also in all relations (e.g., in civil government, the civil authority is to be “God's servant for your good.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion

· Are we similar to the disciples?  How should we learn and behave in the Bible Study, in the Church, on the job, and in the family?  

· Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight (10:46-52)

· Picture what happened.  Bartimaeus asked Jesus to have mercy on him despite being rebuked by many.  Jesus then called him and healed him because of his faith.

· Jesus healed many.  Bartimaeus understood that the healing was mercy on him by Jesus.  He did not deserve it, but it was a free gift.  He had the faith and determination to seek it, despite of pressures from the around.  And he got it.  This follows the same theme as discussed above.  
· Discussion

· Do you see the similarities between the paragraph on little children and this paragraph?  

· Do we have major difficulties in life like that of Bartimaeus, or are we as blind as he physically was?  Do we realize that our life needs healing?  If so, do we have the courage of Bartimaeus in the pursuit of the cure?  

· Wrapping Up 

· This is a precious chapter, capturing the Law and the salvation in a nutshell.  
· Do you want to have a sweet marriage?  Do you want to inherit eternal life?  Do you want your major difficulties to be resolved?  These are tough things to achieve.  However, “with man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”  Let us accept the free gift of salvation and follow Jesus.
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