Mark 2, 9/3/10   

· Opening

· Do you have a computer?  A powerful one?  Just for yourself?  Have you heard about the following predictions by computer experts?  

· “I think there is a world market for maybe five computers.” – Thomas Watson, Chairman of IBM, 1943.  
· “There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their home.” – Ken Olson, President, Chairman and Founder of Digital Equipment Corp., 1977.  
· “640K ought to be enough for anybody.” – Bill Gates, 1981.  
Why did these experts get things so wrong?  Why were they against new challenges?  
· If you are in need and seek help from a Christian friend, what you get is “I will pray this for you.”  How would you feel?  Would you like physical or financial help or prayers?  Are prayers indeed valuable?  As a Christian, when you receive request for help, what will you do?  

· Back in China, how could a person become a member of the Communist Party?  What are the qualifications?  What for?  Who can become a Christian?  What are the qualifications?  What for?  

· Last Friday, we studied the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, including calling disciples Simon, Andrew, James, and John; preaching in synagogues; and healing many, including driving out an evil spirit, Simon’s mother-in-law, and a man with leprosy.  Many people followed him.  Tonight, we shall study Jesus’ healing of a paralytic, the calling of Levi, and his views on Jewish traditions, and see who Jesus is and how we ourselves should face the world.  Read the bible.  

· Jesus Heals a Paralytic (2:1-12) 

· Picture what happened.  People gathered to hear Jesus; a paralytic was lowered down from the rooftop by friends to Jesus; “Son, your sins are forgiven;” and “Get up, take your mat and walk.”  What do they mean?  

· Jesus returns from his time of preaching and ministry throughout Galilee to Capernaum (c. 20 miles northeast of Nazareth), which serves as the base for his Galilean ministry.  ESV Study Bible.  

· At home.  Jesus seems to be living now in Capernaum.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What was going on in the mind of the paralytic?  His friends?  The teachers of the law?  Why were the teachers of the law so upset?  In their mind, how were sin and the authority of God linked (Jn 9:1-3)?  

· Your sins are forgiven.  An OT prophet might declare, “The Lord also has put away your sin” (2 Sam. 12:13).  Jesus, however, claims to be able to forgive sins directly, as God alone can.  The opponents reason therefore that Jesus is guilty of blasphemy, which is punishable by death (Lev. 24:10–23; Num. 15:30–31; see Mark 14:62–64).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Which is easier?  On the surface, of course, it is easier to say the words, “Your sins are forgiven,” because that is something invisible and impossible to disprove.  But it is harder to say, “take up your bed and walk” because, if the man does not get up, the one who said the words will be shown to have no authority to heal.  On a deeper level, however, it is harder to forgive sins, because only God can forgive sins – at the cost of Christ’s death on the cross.  The logic here is that, since Jesus can do the visible miracle (heal the paralytic), this is evidence that he also has the power to do the invisible miracle (forgive sins).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion

· Are we brave enough to help our friends and ourselves to get healed, body-wise and spiritually?  How?  
· Do you know someone in need?  How to combine physical/financial support and prayers to help him or her?  On a different front, if we frequently ask people for help, do we know the limits?  
· Who is Jesus?  
· The Calling of Levi (2:13-17)

· When would you go to see a doctor?  Beyond regular checkups, would you go to see a doctor if you are not sick?  

· Picture what happened.  Teaching.  Follow me, Levi; dinner with sinners; “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  

· Who is Levi?  What was his profession?  Why relating him with sinners?  

· Levi is Matthew, a tax collector, and was looked down upon by the Jews for working for the Romans.  On that day, however, he became one of the twelve disciples with a simple calling by Jesus, and later became the author of the first gospel Matthew.  Wow!  
· What did Levi do after he followed Jesus?  

· Who are the “sinners”?  Notoriously evil people as well as those who refused to follow the Mosaic Law as interpreted by the teachers of the law.  They commonly include tax collectors, adulterers, robbers, and the like.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Sinners” also included people who simply did not have the time and the means to comply with all of the laws as interpreted by the Scribes and the Pharisees.  The latter had 613 rules they tried to follow every day.  So many common people were also considered “sinners.”  Pastor Secker.  
· Tax collectors and sinners convey the Pharisaic perspective that both groups disregard the Law of Moses.  Jesus is to keep himself “clean” from sinners.  Jesus pursues a third path: personal purity and the fellowship of mercy.  ESV Study Bible.  

· On account of their lack of mercy, the Pharisees are in fact “sick” and sinners.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Many think the Pharisees went wrong by taking credit for their good lives, but they did not.  The Pharisee in the temple prayed, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector” (Lk l8:11).  There is no reason to believe that he was not sincere about this.  So the Pharisees gave God the credit for their good lives.  Where they erred was in believing that the God-given good lives were enough to save them.  It isn't.  It required the sinless God-man Jesus Christ to die for them.  They did not feel they needed that and so rejected Jesus.  Pastor Secker.  
· Discussion

· Usually we do not go to see a doctor if we are not sick physically.  How about spiritually?  Are we perfectly alright or have we sinned (not talking about “crimes”)?  Do we have a good relationship with God?  When Jesus calls, how would we respond?  
· From the above, do you see the qualifications to be accepted by Jesus?  Does one need to be “righteously enough”?  No!  The only thing required is to realize his need of healing and come to Jesus.  

· Are we willing to bring our friends to God?  Are we willing to make friend with those we don’t like or outcast by the society?  We are all children of God!  Remember Jesus’ attitude.  

· Jesus Questioned About Fasting (2:18-22)

· Do you have “traditions” in your family?  Please share one or two.

· Picture what happened.  John’s disciples and the Pharisees fasted, but not the disciples of Jesus; three parables of the bridegroom and the guests, a patch of un-shrunk cloth and an old garment, and new wind and old wineskins.  Meanings?  

· What is fasting?  The abstinence from food and drink for a period.  What for? People do that for different reasons: Diet, protest, self-punishment, Qi Kong, … What are the purposes of fasting in Bible?  A sign of repentance or devotement to prayers.  Initially only the fast of the Day of Atonement was required (Lev 16:29, 23:27-31); and after the Babylonian exile four other yearly fasts were observed by the Jews (Zec 7:5; 8:19).  NIV Study Bible.  Fasting then became a tradition.  

· People say that we are what we eat, or we are what we behave.  It is important to have good habits, but we shall not be bound by habits or traditions.  Jewish people value traditions.  This is good.  However, sometimes they overvalue tradition (the Old) but losing sight of the true meaning behind those formalities: God’s words, love, and purposes.  Jesus was to bring us back to God (the New).  Fasting and observing the Sabbath are two examples of traditions overshadowing truth.  
· Why didn’t Jesus’ disciples fast when Jesus was with them?  
· Fasting is to seek the presence of God.  Jesus’ disciples need not fast that when Jesus, the Son of God himself, is with them.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “Taken away” is an indirect prediction of Jesus’ death (see Isa. 53:8).  ESV Study Bible.  The first time!  
· Sticking to tradition of fasting (old) vs. understanding the true meaning of fasting of being with the Son of God (new)?  
· A patch of un-shrunk cloth and an old garment.  Have you sewn a new patch on an old garment?  If you wash the garment, what will happen?  Old vs. new?  

· Just as new, un-shrunk cloth cannot coexist with an old garment, the kingdom of God cannot be regarded merely as a patch over the regulations of the Mosaic Law and extra-biblical traditions.  New wine vs. old wineskins illustrates the same truth – that Jesus brings a new era with new ways.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  Romans 12:1-2.  
· Lord of the Sabbath (2:23-27) 

· Picture what happened.  Eating heads of grain on a Sabbath, and the lesson from King David when he was in need.  

· What is Sabbath?  What for? How should people observe Sabbath?  Ex 20:8-11.  How do the Jewish people observe it now?  More strictly in some sense.  Is it actually better?    

· Deuteronomy 23:25 implies that, in the case of hunger, it was permissible to eat heads of grain from any field one might pass by.  Work, however, was not permitted on the Sabbath (Ex. 34:21).  Pharisaic interpretation sought to guard against work on the Sabbath by prohibiting even the minimal “work” involved in thus satisfying one's hunger.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Jesus himself is the Lord of All, including the Lord of the Sabbath.  

· Man is not to be confined by the Sabbath but rather that the Sabbath is given as a gift to man for spiritual and physical refreshment.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion

· Do we observe the Sabbath?  The Lord’s Day?  Following the tradition or really renewing spiritually and physically?  
· Wrapping Up 

· If we want to live a life filled with God’s love and power, as opposed to following others or bounded by traditions, come to know Jesus, and come to know the Father.  There is no qualification, only to acknowledge that we are sinners, and to accept Jesus as our savior.  Pray to God to heal our physical sickness, broken relationship with spouse, parents, children, friends, and our tarnished relationship with God.  Come to Him.  Come home, tonight, and live a wonderful new life with sickness healed and sins forgiven.  
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