Luke 24, 5/18/12
· Opening

· Several years ago, a kind of graphical art was popular.  Images were embedded in random dots, and you have to focus your eyes in a particular way to see the images.  Have you seen that before?  If so, have you been able to recognize the images?  

· Have you attended funerals before?  Have you attended Christians’ funerals?  Could you feel any differences?  Why?  

· How did people, including the women who followed Jesus, Jesus’ disciples, Pilate, Roman soldiers, and Jewish religious leaders, feel when Jesus died on the cross?  How do you know?  
· Last week, we discussed several crucial events of Christianity: Jesus’ trial, crucifixion, death, and burial.  Tonight we shall see what happened when the women who followed Jesus visited the tomb Sunday morning, and what happened when two of the disciples walked to a nearby village Emmaus.  Hope that you understand the significances of these events, analyze various possible reasons behind them, and take the results to your hearts.  Read the Bible Luke 24.  

· The Resurrection (24:1-12)
· Picture what happened.  The women’s encounter at the tomb.  Disciples’ reaction when they heard about the report from the women.  

· Each Gospel deals with the Resurrection in its own way; through none describe how it happened.  Some things are clear in all the four: the empty tomb, the prominence of women in the first appearances; and the slowness of the disciples to believe that the Resurrection had happened.  But each Gospel also has something that does not appear in the others.  Luke includes the account of the walk to Emmaus and related events.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· When – On the first day of the week (Sunday), very early in the morning.  Who went to the tomb – The women: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them.  Why – To anoint Jesus’ body.  What happened – The stone had been rolled away from the tomb and Jesus’ body had disappeared.  Two angels were there.  

· A stone tomb would be closed by rolling a stone in front of the opening (Mark 15:46).  Matthew notes that a seal was placed on the stone (Matt 27:66).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Two men.  They looked like men, but their clothes were remarkable.  Other reports referring to them call them angels (v. 23; John 20:12).  Although Matthew speaks of one angel (not two, Matthew 28:2) and Mark of a young man in white (Mark 16:5), this is not strange because frequently only the spokesman is noted and an accompanying figure is not mentioned.  Words and posture often change in the course of events, so these variations are not necessarily contradictory.  They are merely evidence of independent accounts.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  Did the women realize what indeed happened at that time?  

· “While .. in Galilee.”  Jesus had predicted his death and resurrection on a number of occasions (9:22), but the disciples failed to comprehend or accept what he said.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Mary Magdalene was the first to see the risen Lord (Mark 16:9; John 20:10-18).  She is mentioned in all four Gospels in connection with the Crucifixion and the Resurrection, but otherwise we hear of her only in 8:2.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· What was the reaction of the apostles?  
· They did not believe them.  In general the testimony of the women was not highly regarded by first-century Jews.  Reformation Study Bible.  Also, it is generally difficult to believe resurrection from the dead.  

· What happened to Peter and John?  See John’s perspective.  John 20:1-18.  

· Discussion.  
· Did the women understand what Jesus said about his resurrection before they went to the bomb?  How about after returning from the tomb?  How would you know?  

· On the Road to Emmaus (24:13-35) 

· Picture what happened.  Jesus walked along with two disciples on the road to Emmaus and opened the Scriptures to them without letting them recognize himself until the breaking of bread.  Then the disciples returned at once to Jerusalem and said to other disciples that “It is true!  The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”  
· When?  “That same day” – The day of resurrection, that Sunday.  

· What were the two disciples discussing on the road to Emmaus?  Jesus’ crucifixion, death, burial, and the empty tomb.  Sad.  
· Why couldn’t they recognize Jesus?  Is the resurrected body the same as the previous body?  

· They couldn’t recognize Jesus because of special divine intervention.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Jesus himself stood among them (24:36).”  Behind a locked door (John 20:19), indicating that his body was of a different order.  It was the glorified body of the resurrection.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Also, the resurrected Jesus was not a ghost – A ghost does not have flesh and bones, as Jesus had (24:39).  Jesus also ate a piece of broiled fish in the presence of disciples.  
· How did the two disciples describe Jesus, and why?  
· They called him a “prophet” in v. 19.  They had respect for Jesus as a man of God before his death, but after his death they apparently were reluctant to call him the Messiah.  NIV Study Bible.  Why?  How can you follow a dead leader in the worldly sense?  
· Before his death, they expected him “to redeem Israel” – to set the Jewish nation free from the bondage of the Romans and usher to the kingdom of God.  However, Jesus came to redeem Israel and us in a way totally different from the worldly thinking of a political or military savior.  
· How did Jesus respond to the two disciples statements?  
· “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” – Would this apply to you and me as well, both Christians and seekers?  
· “Did not Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” – Why?  Since God is righteous and just, Christ suffered to redeem us from our sins.  
· He then explained to them what was said in the Scriptures concerning himself.  “Moses and all the Prophets” – A way of designating the whole OT Scriptures, indicating that Christ was foretold in the whole OT.  

· Was Christ foretold in OT?  Share some examples.  The crux is summarized in vv 46-50.  

· The OT depicts the Messiah as one who would suffer (Psalm 22, Isaiah 53) and rise from the dead on the third day (Psalm 16:9-11; Isaiah 53:10-11.)  NIV Study Bible.  

· What are the significances of these Scriptures in the Old Testament?  

· The prediction of Christ’ death and resurrection is joined with the essence of man’s response (repentance) and the resulting benefit (e.g., forgiveness).  NIV Study Bible.  

· When did the two disciples recognize Jesus and why?  

· Not until Jesus gave thanks and broke the bread.  
· What was so special about giving thanks and breaking the bread so that their eyes were opened and they recognized Jesus? – A scene very familiar to them, bringing back the old memory, and because of special divine intervention.  
· What did they do then?  
· These two disciples returned at once to Jerusalem and proclaimed the good news to other disciples.  

· Did they now believe Jesus’ resurrection?  Yes.  “The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”  
· Discussion.  
· How can one open his/her eyes and recognize and trust Jesus?  Humble himself/herself and let the Holy Spirit lead the way.  It is the special divine intervention, not the work of oneself.  Note that the two disciples’ hearts were ready for Jesus at that time.  
· Are we foolish and slow of heart in trusting and following Jesus?  Very much so.  
· Do you have the experience of a heart burning within you?  Under what circumstances?  What did you do then?  Please share your experience.  

· Jesus Appears to the Disciples (24:36-49) 
· Picture what happened.  While the disciples were gathering, Jesus stood among them.  He then opened their minds so that they could understand the Scriptures, and gave them the Great Commission to preach the gospel to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  
· When Jesus stood among the disciples, how did they feel?  
· They were startled and frightened.  
· If you were among them, how would you feel?  
· What did Jesus do then?  
· Jesus showed them his hands and his feet” – Jesus’ feet as well as his hands were nailed to the cross.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus ate “a piece of broiled fish” in their presence – Demonstrating that he had a physical body that could consume food.  NIV Study Bible.  He was not merely a visionary appearance.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Jesus then reminded them what he told them before his suffering.  Notice the word “must” in v. 44.  It is no accident that Scripture is fulfilled, for it reveals the purposes of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” – The three parts of the Hebrew OT, indicating that Christ was foretold in the whole OT.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Did the rest of disciples believe?  Yes, except Thomas.  John 20:24-29.  

· What is the Great Commission?  How would the disciples be prepared for that?  
· Preach the gospel to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

· “Witnesses.”  The preachers are not to produce some novel concepts of their own, but to bear witness to what God has done.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “What my Father has promised (24:49)” – The reference is to the coming power of the Spirit, as promised in Joel 2:28-32 and fulfilled in Act 2:4.  

· Discussion: 

· Did Jesus indeed resurrect?  If not, what were the possibilities?  Were they credible?  If Jesus indeed resurrected, then who is Jesus?  
· What is the meaning to be a Christian if Jesus has not risen?  What is the significance of resurrection to you and me?  

· Could you list other things happened in today’s verses that were prophesized in the OT?  

· Are you hearing Jesus’ calling on you?  Are you willing to be his witness and getting ready for that?  
· The Ascension (24:50-53)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus blessed the disciples and was taken up into heaven.  
· When did this happen?  Luke gives no time indication here, but later he states that the Ascension took place forty days after the resurrection (Acts 1:3).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· What is the significance of the Ascension?  It marks the end of the work Jesus came to do on earth and the beginning of what He continues to do in and through the church.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Whatever the view of disciples on Jesus in earlier days, they now recognized his divinity and worshiped him.  The separation did not bring sadness, but “great joy.”  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  

· Will Jesus return?  In what manner?  “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  Acts 1.11.  
· “Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.”  Revelation 1:7.  
· Wrapping up

· “For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken.”  Isaiah 53:8.  Jesus died for you and me.  

· “After the suffering of his soil, he will see the light of life and be satisfied.”  Isaiah 53:11.  Through the resurrection, Jesus triumphs over sins and death, so that we can come to him and have life.  Come to Him!  

· For Christians, do we share the disciples’ joy about Jesus’ resurrection?  Should we follow Jesus’ Great Commission to preach the gospel?  How should we let our heart, our deeds, and our knowledge be prepared so that we can be witnesses to be used by the Lord?  
· For people yet to become Christians, do you want to see and believe in Jesus, and have a lift of faith just as the disciples went through?  How?  
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