Luke 23, 5/11/12
· Opening

· What are the famous lawsuits now?  George Zimmerman for the fatal shooting of Trayvon Martin?  Are lawsuits independent of politics?  
· Have you been accused by others?  What were your reactions?  Did you defend yourself well?  What was the outcome?  Was the process fair?  

· Have you been a mediator or a “judge”?  What were your criteria in reaching a conclusion?  What should be the criteria?  
· Have you seen the movie Passion of Christ?  What were your feelings after watching it?  
· Last week, we discussed the famous Last Supper, and what happened before, during, and after the Supper, and Jesus’ arrest.  In particular, Peter said “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”  However, he denied Jesus three times that night.  Tonight, we shall look into Jesus’ trial, crucifixion, death, and burial.  What are the significances of these events?  We want to examine how people acted or reacted, including the Jewish leaders, Pilate, Herod, women, the Apostles, and finally Jesus.  Read the Bible Luke 23.  

· Jesus Before Pilate (23:1-5)
· No single gospel gives a complete account of Jesus’ trial.  It is clear that there were two main stages: the Jews tried him before the Sanhedrin and obtained a verdict that he was a blasphemer and deserved to die.  However, only Romans had the right to execute him, and they would not execute a man for blasphemy.  There had to be a further trial before the Romans for a violation of Roman law.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Picture what happened.  Jesus was sent to Pilate, and Pilate could not find a basis for a charge.  
· The Roman governor had his main headquarters in Caesarea, but he was in Jerusalem during Passover to prevent trouble from large number of Jews assembled for the occasion.  NIV Study Bible.  

· How did the Jews accuse Jesus?  
· Subverting our nation.  Large crowds followed Jesus, but he was not misleading them or turning them against Rome.  Opposes payment of taxes.  Another untrue charge.  Claim to be Christ, a king.  Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, but not a political or military king, the kind Rome would be anxious to eliminate.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Were the accusations by the Jews true?  

· What was Jesus’ answer to Pilate’s question “Are you the king of the Jews?”  

· “You have said so.”  In one sense Jesus was King of the Jews, but in the sense in which Pilate understood the title He was not.  His answer means something like “So you say” (cf. John 18:33-38).  From this reply Pilate concluded that Jesus was no revolutionary (v. 4).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Was Pilate’s finding correct?  
· Discussion.  

· Have you experienced situations similar to the situations of the Jews, Pilate, or Jesus?  
· Jesus Before Herod (23:6-12) 
· Picture what happened.  Pilate sent Jesus to Herod who happened to be in Jerusalem at that time.  Herod wanted to see Jesus and asked him many questions.  However, Jesus gave him no answer.  Herod then sent Jesus back to Pilate.  
· In the Roman Empire, a trial was usually held in the province where the offense was committed, but it could be transferred to the province from which the accused came.  Pilate seized on this to send Jesus to Herod.  Only Luke mentions this.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Although Pilate and Herod were rivals, Pilate did not want to handle this case; so he sent Jesus to Herod.  Herod’s main headquarters was in Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee; but, like Pilate, he had come to Jerusalem because of the crowds at Passover.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “Wanting to see him.”  Herod was worried about Jesus’ identity (9:7-9) and had desired to kill him (13:31), though the two had never met.  There is no record that Jesus ever preached in Tiberias, where Herod’s residence was located.  

· How did the trial with Herod go?  

· Herod was the only person to whom Jesus refused to speak.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Herod mocked Jesus, not taking the charge seriously.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  

· If you were Herod, what would you do?  
· Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified (23:13-25) 
· Picture what happened.  Pilate still couldn’t find a basis to charge against Jesus.  However, .. Finally, he delivered Jesus to be crucified.  
· Under Roman law a person might be beaten and warned to be more careful in the future.  Pilate was evidently hoping that this would placate the Jews and enable him to release one he knew was innocent.  Reformation Study Bible.  Did that work?  
· The custom of releasing a prisoner at Passover is not attested outside the gospel, but this sort of thing was widely done at this time and there is nothing improbable about it.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The crowds clamored Barabbas, a man otherwise unknown.  His name means ‘son of the father,” and Luke reports that his crimes were insurrection and murder.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Was Pilate wise to raise the issue of releasing Jesus?  

· Why did Pilate change his mind?  Political expedience!  

· John 19:12.  From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar.  Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”  
· John 19:15.  But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away!  Crucify him!”  “Shall I crucify your king?”  Pilate asked.  “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.  
· Surrendered Jesus.  Luke’s account is abbreviated.  Pilate had already handed Jesus over to the soldiers for scourging before he was convicted (Jn 19:1-5).  He now handed him over for crucifixion.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  

· If you were Pilate, what would you do?  
· Based on all the above, was Jesus indeed guilty?  Or was this the result of the sinful nature and weaknesses of human being?  
· The Crucifixion (23:26-44) 

· Picture what happened.  On his way to be crucified, Jesus warned the women of Jerusalem about the sufferings to come.  On the cross, the rulers sneered at him: “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”  The notice on the cross: “This is the King of the Jews.”  Jesus also talked with two criminals.  

· What happened when Jesus was on his way to be crucified?  
· It was customary for the condemned to carry the horizontal crossbeam to the site of the crucifixion.  Jesus started to carry his cross (John 19:17), but he would have been weakened by the heavy scourging that preceded crucifixion (Mark 15:15).  The soldiers conscripted a passer-by named Simon from Cyrene in North Africa.  The Reformation Study Bible.  

· Simon.  His sons, Rufus and Alexander (Mark 15:21), must have been well known in Christian circles at a later time, and perhaps were associated with the church at Rome (Romans 16:13).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Cyrene.  A leading city of Libya, west of Egypt.  NIV Study Bible.  

· What were the reactions of women, the Jewish rulers, the soldiers, the two criminals, and the Apostles to Jesus’ crucifixion?  
· Women: Mourned and wailed.  Jesus warned them about the sufferings to come.  

· “Daughters of Jerusalem.”  These were local people, not pilgrims from Galilee.  Jesus is concerned for them, not Himself, and turns their attention to the terrible troubles that would come upon the land (21:20-24).  Reformation Study Bible.  Realized some 40 years later when the Romans would besiege the city and utterly destroy the temple.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Fall on us!”  People would seek escape through destruction in death rather than endure continuing suffering and judgment.  

· The solders.  
· “They divided up his clothes by casting lots.”  The clothing of a crucified person was given to those who carried out the execution.  In this way they fulfilled Psalm 22:18.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “The soldiers also came up and mocked him.”  “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”  This seems to be human nature, and we do similar things today to dismiss those who failed, especially when we have had some high expectations on them.  Such a reaction might be normal in human society but totally missed the truth in the case of Jesus – those soldiers really did not know what they were doing.  We need to view things appropriately and behave accordingly, not at a superficial action-reaction level, but seeking God’s will to be done on us.  

· Vine vinegar.  A sour drink carried by the soldiers for the day.  Jesus refused a sedative drink (Matthew 27:34; Mark 15:23) but later was given the vinegar drink when drink when he cried out in thirst (John 19:28-30).  Luke shows that it was offered in mockery.  

· The Jewish ruler.  “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”  The above comments also apply to the Jewish rulers.  

· As the Messiah, why didn’t Jesus save himself?  

· If Jesus indeed walked down the cross, what would happen?  What would happen to God’s salvation plan?  What impact would it have on the people of that time and now?  
· What did Jesus do instead?  “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  “Them” includes both Jews and Romans.”  

· Pilate  

· The notice on the cross: “This is the King of the Jews.”  This was Pilate’s way of mocking the Jewish leaders as well as announcing what Jesus had been accused of.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Is the notice correct?  While Jewish leaders accused Jesus of trying to be a king in the worldly sense, Jesus said in John 18:36-38: “My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews.  But now my kingdom is from another place.”  “You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.”  

· It is interesting to see that the three views from Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and Jesus converge to the fact that Jesus is indeed the King of the Jews, although they said that from different motivations and different understanding.  
· The two criminals

· One hurled insult at Jesus: “Aren’t you the Christ?  Save yourself and us!”  
· The other rebuked him and asked Jesus: “Remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  This request indicates some measure of trust.  The man was confident that Jesus was not about to be annihilated in death but was going to a heavenly kingdom.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “Paradise.”  In the Greek translation of the OT, the word designated a garden (Ge 2:8-10) or forest (Ne 2:8), but in the NT (used only here and in 2 Co 12:4; Rev 2:7) it refers to the place of bliss and rest between death and resurrection.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  

· Passion of Christ.  
· “For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken.”  Isaiah 53:8.  Jesus was crucified for you and me.  
· Does one have to be a good citizen to get into the kingdom of God?  Do you want to get into the kingdom of God?  How?  

· Who is carrying your cross for you?  

· Jesus’ Death (23:45-49) 
· Picture what happened.  The death of Jesus, and the reactions of the people.  

· Have you experienced supernatural phenomena associated with the death of someone?  Please share your experience.  
· How did people die on the cross?  Bleeding to death?  No.  Suffocation to death.  
· When did Jesus die?  

· The sixth hour: noon.  The ninth hour: three in the afternoon.  Jesus had been put on the cross at the third hour (9:00 am, Mark 15:25), and he died at three in the afternoon.  

· What happen then?  

· Darkness came over the whole land.  This was a supernatural darkness.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The curtain of the temple was torn in two.  The curtain between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.  Its tearing symbolized Christ’s opening the way directly to God (Hebrew 9:3, 8; 10-19-22).  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  Matthew and Mark stress how terrible Jesus’ death was.  Luke does not deny this, but records Jesus’ words showing that His death was in accordance with the will of the Father.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God.”  
· Discussion.  

· What are the implications of Jesus’ death to you?  He died for our sins so that we can come to the Father via Jesus.  
· What happened to the Apostles?  
· Jesus’ Burial (23:50-56) 
· Picture what happened.  Joseph asked for Jesus’ body and placed it in a tomb.  The women followed Joseph and saw the tomb.  

· Who buried Jesus?  Where?  
· The remains of an executed criminal often were left unburied or at best put in a dishonored place in a pauper’s field.  A near relative, such as a mother, might ask for the body, but it was a courageous gesture of Joseph, a member of the Sanhedrin, to ask for Jesus’ body.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Joseph was a member of the Council.  Either he was not present at the meeting of the Sanhedrin (22:66), or he did not support the vote to have Jesus killed.  Mark 15:64 suggests he was not present, for the decision was supported by “all.”  NIV Study Bible.  

· That he was “looking for the kingdom of God” means that he was a follower of Jesus.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “In which no one had yet been laid.”  Rock-hewn tombs were usually made to accommodate several bodies.  This one, though finished, had not yet been used.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus’ burial fulfilled the prophesy of Isaiah: “He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death.”  Isaiah 53:9.  Amazing!  
· What did the women do?  

· There was not enough time on Friday to do all that Jesus’ followers would have liked for his burial.  The women took note of where the body was laid, evidently to know where to come when the Sabbath was over to complete the burial.  Joseph and Nicodemus placed a considerable quantity of myrrh and aloes with the body as they laid in the tomb (John 19:38, 39), but the women wanted to make their own contribution.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  

· Did the women understand and take note about what Jesus said that he would come back to life again after three days (Luke 9:22)?  Do you?  
· What happened to the Apostles?  
· Wrapping up

· Jesus was sentenced because our sins and because he was the Son of God as prophesied many times in the Old Testament.  His sanctifying blood has cleansed all who believe in Him.  Come and trust in Him!  
· Although the trial happened about 2000 years ago, many times we put Jesus on trial every day.  Let us repent, and let Holy Spirit be with us and renew our lives each day.  
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