Luke 19, 3/23/12
· Opening

· Spring has officially arrived.  Are you enjoying the nice weather this week?  Two important dates are coming.  Which ones?  Good Friday (Friday April 6) and Easter (Sunday April 8).  What are they?  What would Jesus do a week before Easter while on his way to Jerusalem?  How did he enter Jerusalem – similar to how the allies entered Paris toward the end of WWII?  
· What are your talents?  Have you made good use of your talents for the benefit of yourself and others?  Share your own experience.  Can you recognize the talents of others?  Examples?  
· Last time, we studied Luke 18, discussing servanthood.  Several examples were used, including persistent praying (a widow vs. a judge); mentality when praying (a Pharisee vs. a tax collector); and our attitude toward the kingdom of God (a little child vs. a rich ruler).  Jesus then predicted his death and resurrection again, while nobody understood what he said.  The chapter ended with a blind beggar hearing Jesus going by.  What did he want?  Did he get it?  Tonight, we shall discuss Chapter 19, which has four episodes: Zacchaeus a chief tax collector, the parable of the ten minas, the triumphal entry, and Jesus at the Temple.  All of them relate to Jesus’ road to the cross.  This is timely as we approach the Good Friday and Easter.  Read the Bible Luke 19.  

· Zacchaeus the Tax Collector (19:1-10) 

· Picture what happened.  Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector, wanted to meet Jesus; Jesus would like to stay at his house; others’ reactions; and Zacchaeus’ announcement.  
· Have you heard about Jericho before?  
· Jericho is a very ancient city located five miles west of the Jordan and about 15 miles northeast of Jerusalem.  In Jesus’ time OT Jericho was largely abandoned, but a new city, south of the old one, had been built by Herod the Great.  NIV Study Bible.  

· How about now?  A major city governed by the Palestinians.  
· Who was Zacchaeus?  What happened to him here?  
· He was a chief tax collector.  The term “chief tax collector” is found nowhere else, but clearly it means the head of the local taxing agents.  Jericho was near a major trade route and famous balsam groves.   There was much to tax, and Zacchaeus was accordingly quite rich.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.”  Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, and he understood that Jesus was not someone ordinary.  Reformation Study Bible: Sycamore tree is a tree frequently planted by the roadside; it was easy to climb.  
· “Zacchaeus, come down immediately.  I must stay at your house today.”  Wow!  
· What was the reaction from some of the people in the crowd?  “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’”  Why?  Self-righteousness?  We also?  
· How did Zacchaeus respond?  

· As a chief tax collector, Zacchaeus could have cheated some.  Did he repent?  Yes.  “Look, Lord!  Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”  The law required the amount plus a fifth (Lev. 6:5, Num. 5:7); Zacchaeus was going far beyond what the law demanded.  
· Why did Zacchaeus do this?  “Her many sins have been forgiven – for she loved much.  But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”  Luke 7:47.  
· “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.”  Jesus has just said that it is hard for a rich person to be saved (18:24, 25); the salvation of Zacchaeus shows it is not impossible (18:27).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Salvation is not based on one’s work.  Nevertheless, a person who got saved is a new person, and would behave accordingly as what Zacchaeus did.  

· “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  This phrase may point to Zacchaeus as one of the lost sheep of Israel, to whom Jesus felt a special mission.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  
· Do you recognize Jesus’ coming to you?  Do you know what you want?  
· The Parable of the Ten Minas (19:11-27)
· Picture what happened.  A noble man, his ten servants, and his people; his journey to be appointed king, the assignment to his servants, and the efforts by them when he was gone; and the reward and punishment to his servants and to the people after his return.  
· What were Jewish people expecting at Jesus’ time?  

· They were expecting the Messiah to appear in power and glory and to set up His earthly kingdom, defeating all their political and military enemies.  NIV Study Bible.  Also, “at once.”  
· Why did Jesus use the example of the man of noble birth?  People at that time were familiar with the scenario.  
· Herod’s sons were examples of “noblemen” who went to Rome hoping to be made king.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Also, when Herod’s son Archelaus went to Rome seeking his kingdom, his Jewish subjects sent a delegation to ask that he not be made king over them.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Similarly, Jesus was soon to depart and in the future is to return as King.  During his absence, his servants are entrusted with their master’s affairs.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What was the assignment to his servants?  Results?  Reward and punishment?  

· Each servant received ten minas.  “Put this money to work until I come back.”  
· Two servants did well and were rewarded with further opportunities of service in proportion to their success.  Reformation Study Bible.  They knew their master’s coming to them.  
· Fear kept the third man from doing anything, though he knew his master expected much.  Reformation Study Bible.  He did not care about his master’s coming to him.  
· Nothing is said about other seven.  The parable is concerned with two classes: those who worked and those who did not.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Implications: 
· After trusting the Lord, we still have to work hard, and not just lay back and do little.  

· Those who seek spiritual gain in the gospel, for themselves and others, will become richer spiritually, and those who neglect or squander what is given them will become impoverished, losing what they have.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The Parable of the Talents (Matt 25:14-29): 
· The parable of the talents in Matthew resembles this one, but there the amounts are larger and vary in size, testing the servants for their fitness for larger tasks.  Here the amounts are small and the same for all.  The parable teaches that everyone has one basic task – to serve God faithfully.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  
· Servanthood.  What has been given to you by God?  What has He entrusted you to do?  Are you treating the tasks seriously and conscientiously?  Do you recognize that He is coming back again, as the King of kings and Lord of lords?  
· The Triumphal Entry (19:28-44)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem, the attitude of the crowd, and Jesus’ weeping for Jerusalem.  
· The triumphal entry: 
· The Triumphal Entry occurred on Sunday of Passion Week.  He would be crucified on that Friday.  
· Colt could refer to a horse or a donkey; the other Gospels make it clear it was a donkey.  It had never been used and was therefore fit for a sacred purpose (Num. 19:2; 1 Sam. 6:7).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The cloaks on the colt evidently served as a saddle, and the clothes on the road formed a triumphal carpet.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”  Jesus earlier prevented people talking about his Messianic status.  Now the time had come, and Jesus no longer prevented people from disclosing his status.  However, many things are still hidden from people, e.g., the next two bullets.  

· This entry into Jerusalem fulfilled prophecy (Zech. 9:9) and was a public claim to messiahship of a distinct kind, since the donkey was the animal of a man of peace.  A conquering king would ride a horse.  The people seem to have recognized the kingship, but not to have seen the emphasis on peace.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· We know that within a few days, most of the disciples deserted Jesus, and very few people followed him.  Why?  Did they really understand who Jesus was and his mission to the world?  
· Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem: 
· Only Luke records Jesus’ lament as He drew near the city.  Jesus knew that the excitement of the crowds did not correspond to genuine spiritual perception and that their actions being pursued would inevitably bring war, not peace.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· God came to the Jews in the person of Jesus the Messiah, but they failed to recognize him and rejected him.  NIV Study Bible.  How come that they did not recognize him?  

· The prophecy of destruction was fulfilled when the Romans took Jerusalem in A.D. 70, using an embankment to besiege the city.  The description is reminiscent of OT predictions (Isa 29:3; Eze 4:1-3).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· In a busy street, one can feel very lonely.  This was the case for Jesus.  Did people recognize the time of God’s coming to them?  Yes or no.  Why?  

· Do you recognize God’s coming to you?  Are things hidden from your eyes?  What should you do if you still cannot see them?  If you see them?  
· Jesus at the Temple (19:45-48)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus cleansed the temple and taught there.  Others?  
· Jesus cleansing the temple.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· All four Gospels speak of Jesus driving traders out of the temple precincts, but the first three place it at the end of Jesus’ ministry and John at the beginning.  There were probably two cleansings.  

· The merchants in the temple area were money-changers and sellers of sacrificial animals.  Only coins from Tyre were accepted in the temple, and money had to be changed before an offering could be made.  
· It was convenient to have the merchants close to the temple, but their presence in the temple courts themselves made true worship difficult.  The traders would have been in the court of the Gentiles, the only place Gentiles could go to pray.  

· “The chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him.”  Why?  
· Discussions.  

· Did the merchants in the temple area recognize the time of God’s coming to them even though they were in the temple every day?  How about the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the leaders among the people even though their job was to serve God?  Why not?  Do you?  

· When we come to church for Bible Study or for Sunday worship, do we have peace in our mind to worship and learn more about God?  Or our mind is like a market with all sorts of ideas fighting each other?  

· Wrapping up

· Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem was predicted in the Old Testament.  

· If you are still a seeker, would you recognize God’s coming to you now?  If you are a Christian already, would you be willing to serve God with your talents and strengths, and spread the gospel to your friends and relatives here and back home?  
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