Luke 12, 1/13/12
· Opening

· What is the thing that you worry about the most in your life?  Why?  For the past few months?  Why?  Should you worry about them?  

· What do people in your lab/office tend to do when the boss is not around?  What do you tend to do?  What happens when the boss unexpectedly shows up?  What are the excuses?  Are they convincible?  

· Have you been to a hospital emergency room or an intensive care unit?  For a dying person in his final fight for life, can his/her time be prolonged for just five minutes?  

· Last Friday, we studied Luke 11 about how to pray, Jesus vs. the prince of demons, the sign of Jonah, and six woes to Pharisees and experts in the law – because of their hypocrisy.  We were left with vv. 53 and 54: “When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, waiting to catch him in something he might say.”  Today, we shall follow that lead and study Luke 12 talking about warnings and encouragements, the parable of the rich fool, do not be anxious, watchfulness, not peace but division, and interpreting the times.  This is a very nice chapter, and talks about what would happen from that time onward.  Although the chapter seems to be a collection of many loosely coupled short stories, there is a strong theme linking them together.  Do you want to find out?  Read the Bible Luke 12.  

· Warnings and Encouragements (12:1-12) 

· Picture what happened.  On your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees – Hypocrisy.  Death and fearing God.  God’s authority and love.  Acknowledging Jesus.  What to do when prosecuted as Christians?  

· At the end of Chapter 11, Jesus talked about six woes to Pharisees and experts in the law – because of their hypocrisy.  This is a continuation of that episode.  Why do people become hypocrites?  Want to be praised or respected by others?  Pressure from the community?  Worshiping God but missing the key point that we by ourselves cannot be saved?  
· Here Jesus warned against their hypocrisy: 
· On Judgment Day everything will be brought into the open; all hypocrisy will be unmasked.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Nothing hidden through hypocrisy will fail to be made known.  NIV Study Bible.  

· The yeast of the Pharisees - Hypocrisy.  

· Yeast is generally a symbol of evil or corruption.  The metaphor includes the idea of a tiny amount of yeast being able to ferment a large amount of dough.  NIV Study Bible.  

· We should be very careful not to let a small piece of hypocrisy take hold in us – it will spread, fast.  

· Pharisees and experts in the law would lead to Jesus’ death.  However, that is not to be feared.  V. 5.  “Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear him.”  

· God alone has this power.  Respect God’s authority, stand in awe of his majesty, and trust in Him.  Verses 6-7 give the basis for trust – God loves us.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This fearsome God is at the same time taking great care of our lives.  He loves EACH of us (vv. 6, 7).  Therefore, with His power and His love, we should be able to stand up again the king of this world and follow God.  
· When a person acknowledges that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, Jesus acknowledges that the individual is his loyal follower.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Disown: The same word used in Peter’s denial (22:34).  

· V 10.  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit attributes to Satan the work of the Holy Spirit through Christ in the face of overwhelming moral evidence to the contrary.  Such deliberate rejection of the truth is a decisive rejection of the One (the Holy Spirit) who can bring a person to repentance and faith; such sin makes forgiveness impossible.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· After Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples would be prosecuted.  Jesus encouraged them “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”  (vv. 11, 12)  
· Discussions.  

· If we were among the disciples at that time, would we be encouraged, discouraged, or still in dark by what Jesus said?  How about now?  

· Is hypocrisy an integrated part of us as well?  Examples?  How to get rid of it?  

· The Parable of the Rich Fool (12:13-21)
· Picture what happened.  “Who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”  The rich fool.  

· Following vv. 1-12, what can we see from that man’s question?  What was his purpose of listening to Jesus – worldly matters or revitalization of the spirit of life?  What a person did he think Jesus was – a wise teacher and arbitrator or a personal savior?  Did he know his own greatest need?  
· Dt 21:17 gave the general rule that an elder son received double a younger one’s portion.  Disputes over such matters were normally settled by rabbis.  This man’s request of Jesus was selfish and materialistic.  There is no indication that the man had been listening seriously to what Jesus had been saying.  Jesus replied with a parable about the consequences of greed.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· Could you understand the parable of the rich fool?  Do you like it?  Short but very much to the point – the most important thing is the life in eternity, not materials in this temporary world.  Jesus was not here to settle such disputes.  This teaching is also consistent with verses 1-12.  
· “As a graduate student, I have no time to study Bible.  I will concentrate to get my degree and then devote much time on the Bible.”  Is this statement similar to the parable?  Is it believable and pleasing to God?  

· What would the parallels be for professionals?  Nursing mothers?  

· Shall we plan for our future then?  Yes, but not at the expense of getting to know God and follow the guide of the Holy Spirit.  

· Do not Be Anxious (12:22-34)
· Picture what happened.  What to eat and what to wear?  Ravens.  Can one add a single hour to one’s life?  Lilies vs. Solomon.  Seek His kingdom first and then these things will be given to you.  Store treasure in heaven.  

· After presenting the parable of the rich fool, Jesus then talked about our life’s basic needs: What to eat and what to wear.  He provided four weighty arguments against anxiety (Reformation Study Bible): 
· Concern for worldly goods is foolish because life itself is more important (v. 23).  
· God will take care of His own, just as He cares for the birds of the air (v. 24).  
· Anxiety accomplishes nothing (vv. 25, 26).  
· As heirs of the inexhaustible riches of the kingdom of God, believers should not worry about earthly details (vv. 32, 33).  
· Jesus then called His followers to order their priorities correctly by focusing their hearts on the kingdom (v. 34).  
· Implications of the above: Verses 29-31.  “Do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.  For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.  But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.”  

· Do the above mean that we don’t have to work or don’t have to work hard?  No.  Jesus only asked us not to worry, but did not ask us not to work or work hard.  Also later in verses 42-48, Jesus asked us to be responsible on our jobs.  
· If we seek His kingdom, are we going to get it?  Yes.  V. 32.  “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.”  
· How to seek His kingdom?  May God’s will be done on us as it is in heaven.  

· Combining the above with verses 13-21 on what one wants or desires, Jesus said “Sell your possessions and give to the poor.  Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Verses 33 and 34)

· Central to this v. 34 is the contrast between earthly goods that are perishable and a source of anxiety, and the treasures of the kingdom of God that are a lasting source of peace.  Some of Jesus’ followers had at least moderate wealth, and He is not demanding that all His disciples be poor.  But they must be generous and not set their hearts on earthly possessions.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  

· Do you like these verses?  Candid, vivid, and very much to the point.  

· How much do you worry about what to eat?  What to wear?  What car to buy?  How to study for an exam?  How to solve that problem?  How to date?  How to find a job?  

· How much time do you spend on studying the Bible?  Praying?  Getting to know God?  Fellowship?  Outreaching?  
· Remember v. 34: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

· Watchfulness (12:35-48)
· Picture what happened.  We already talked about where to put our emphases.  Now verses 35-48 talk about Jesus’ second coming using the parable of a servant waiting for the return of his master from a wedding banquet.  

· If we do not worry about treasures on earth, what things should we work toward to instead?  There is one imminent thing of great importance to all of us – the return of the Christ!  

· For this servant parable, what would be the reward if the servant is ready when the master returns?  
· Verses 37 and 38.  “I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them.  It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night.”  

· Christ’ return is certain, but the time is not known.  Again, this is explained by a parable.  

· Verses 39 and 40.  “But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.  You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”  

· Jesus taught people in parables but used a more direct approach with the disciples.  However, he did not intend to confine these warnings of watchfulness to the disciples.  In the following verses he emphasized the importance to fulfill our responsibilities.  

· What should a wise manager do?  V. 43.  His reward?  V. 44.  What if the manager did bad things as described in V. 45?  He would be punished as described in V. 46.  

· Three grades of punishment that the judge will mete out in proportion to both the privileges each person has enjoyed and his response to those privileges, as described in verses 46-48.  NIV Study Bible.  
· People are punished for failing to do right as well as for doing wrong.  Ignorance can be blameworthy when there is the opportunity to know what is required.  God makes His people’s duty plain (Rom 1:20; 2:14, 15).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions

· For Christians, are you a manager in the kingdom of God in this world?  What are your privileges and responsibilities?  Are you a wise manager?  How to further improve yourself?  

· For seekers, do you want to enjoy the love, peace, and riches of the kingdom of God?  

· Not Peace but Division (12:49-53)
· Picture what happened.  Peace on earth or fire on earth?  A baptism to undergo?  

· What does this paragraph mean?  

· Fire on earth.  Fire is associated with judgment and division.  Judgment falls on the wicked, who are separated from the righteous.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Baptism.  The suffering that Jesus was to endure on the cross.  Jesus wished that the hour of suffering were already completed.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  Why did Jesus say here not peace but judgment and division?  Note that peace has different meanings in the above two places: heavenly peace for the former, and world peace for the latter.  
· John 3:20-21: “Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”  
· Discussions  
· Have you experienced such a struggle of division?  Have you overcome the struggle or are you still in it?  
· Interpreting the Times (12:54-59)
· Picture what happened.  Interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky vs. interpret the present time spiritually.  Have a sense of urgency about Jesus’ second coming.  

· Although we do not know the date of Jesus’ second coming, there are signs.  More will be discussed in Luke 21.  

· Do you know how to forecast weather?  How about the spiritual weather in the long run?  

· Wind from the west was from the Mediterranean Sea; from the south it was from the desert.  Although people could use such indicators to forecast the weather, they could not recognize the signs of spiritual crisis, the coming of the Messiah, the threat of his death, the coming confrontation with Rome, and the eternal consequences these events would have for their own lives.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?”  Despite the insistence of the Pharisees, despite the Roman system, and even despite the pressure of family, a person must accept God on his own terms.  The signs of the times called for immediate decision – before judgment came on the Jewish nation.  NIV Study Bible.  

· In legal matters, anyone with a bad case does well to secure an out-of-court settlement before the case comes to trial.  Sinners should be reconciled to God now; they will perish if they wait until Judgment Day.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussions

· With the advancement of technology, do you think that the world is getting better or worse?  WWI, WWII, ICBM, submarines, AIDS, SARS, Avian Flue, global warming, etc.  Are we getting to the “end game”?  

· How should we respond?  Spiritually?  
· Wrapping up

· Tonight we fast forwarded the history two times, Jesus’ death and his second coming.  Among the things discussed, what have happened?  What have not happened yet?  Would the former build credibility for the latter so that you believe that they would happen also?  Should we prepare ourselves and get ready?  How?
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