Luke 13, 1/20/12
· Opening

· Happy Chinese New Year!  What is your hope for the New Year?  Do you still receive gifts from your parents or uncles/aunts at New Year Eve?  Do you give gifts to your children or nieces/nephews?  What would you expect to receive from God when you see Him in the future?  A major gift?  
· Have you heard about the story of Titanic?  What about it?  Do you know the modern version of it – the cruise ship Costa Concordia sinking off the Italian Tuscan island of Giglio on Friday, January 13 with 11 people died?  Why?  Were those victims worse sinners than others?  
· For people living in WWII, what were they looking forward to?  For Jewish people at Jesus’ time, what were they looking forward to?  What is the kingdom of God?  What does it look like?  Is it good to be in the kingdom of God?  How could one go to the kingdom of God?  Would all those baptized be there?  

· Last Friday, we studied Luke 12 on the yeast of the Pharisees – hypocrisy; the parable of the rich fool ~ seek His kingdom first; not to be anxious in the absence of Jesus; and watchfulness for Jesus’ second coming.  Today, we shall discuss Luke 13, continuing the theme of Jesus’ journey to the cross and talking about “repent and perish” and the kingdom of God.  Want to find out more?  Read the Bible Luke 13.  

· Repent or Perish (13:1-9) 

· Picture what happened.  The Galileans; the tower of Siloam; and a fig tree without fruit.  

· The Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  
· The incident is otherwise unknown, but having people killed while offering sacrifices in the temple fits the reputation of Pilate.  These Galileans may have broken an important Roman regulation, which led to their bloody punishment.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Were they worse sinners than other people?  
· In ancient times it was often assumed that a calamity would befall only those who were extremely sinful.  NIV Study Bible.  What do you think?  

· Although our sins may invite disasters upon us, Jesus pointed out that all were sinners who must repent or face a fearful end on the judgment day.  

· Those eighteen who died when the tower of Siloam fell on them.  
· Another unknown incident.  NIV Study Bible.  It has the same implications.  
· “But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”  This is powerful reminder.  However, does it mean that a repented person will never die?  No.  Jesus was referring to the final judgment and the second death, which would more important than the death of flesh since that would last to eternity.  
· The parable of the fig tree in a vineyard.  
· A vineyard was fertile soil for a fig tree and “three years” points to an established tree.  It was unlikely that it would ever bear fruit, but it was given one more chance.  That God does not punish sinners immediately does not mean that He approves of their sins.  Rather, His patience shows He is merciful and they should repent while there is time.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Why did Jesus present such a parable here?  Without repentance or bearing fruit, God’s wrath will be upon us.  

· Romans 3:10.  There is no one righteous, not even one.  
· Romans 3:23-24.  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

· Romans 6:23.  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
· Also, life is fragile, and no one knows when he/she will die.  Repent and accept the salvation while we can.  

· Discussions.  

· Were the victims of 9/11 worse sinners than other people?  Were they worse than you and I?  What should we do to avoid God’s wrath?  

· What does it meant by “bearing fruit”?  How?  

· A Crippled Woman Healed on the Sabbath (13:10-17)
· What was the longest period of time that you were sick?  Seriously?  At that time, what did you want?  Did you want to be healed?  When?  How eager were you?  

· Picture what happened.  Jesus healed a crippled woman on the Sabbath.  Okay or not?  Why or why not?  

· Healing on the Sabbath.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The right of use of the Sabbath was a continuing dispute between Jesus and His enemies.  

· Exodus 20:8-11.  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.  On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.  For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.  Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  

· What happened here?  

· The woman, crippled by a spirit for eighteen years, did not ask for healing.  Jesus took the initiative.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· V. 14.  “Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, ‘There are six days for work.  So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.’”  

· If you were the synagogue ruler, what would you do?  

· Trust that the crippled woman came many times before.  Was she healed by the synagogue leader, Pharisees, scribe, or others?  Something amazing happened when Jesus was there.  

· From their words, what differences can you see between the focus of the synagogue ruler and that of Jesus?  
· Why did Jesus call the synagogue ruler a hypocrite?  

· The Jews cared for their animals and looked after them on the Sabbath as on other days, but this ruler of the synagogue objects to Jesus’ act of compassion for this woman.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The ruler followed the commandments in the letter, but did not see the commandments in the spirit.  He did not see the urgent needs of the woman to get healed on the Sabbath.  

· Discussions.  

· Should we worship God in the form or in the spirit?  “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”  John 4:24.  
· What is your view on healing on the Sabbath?  Working on the Sabbath?  Getting near God on the Sabbath?  
· Do we see that our need for salvation is as urgent as the need for healing for that crippled woman?  How about the need for salvation for our friends and relatives?  
· From a different perspective, have we been hypocritical in our daily life?  Repent!  
· The Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast (13:18-21)
· Were Jewish people at Jesus’ time looking forward to the coming of the kingdom of God?  What kind of kingdom of God were they looking forward to?  How about in today’s time?  

· Picture what happened.  What is the kingdom of God like?  Mustard seed and the yeast.  Why?  

· Although the kingdom may seem to have an insignificant beginning, it will eventually spread throughout the world.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Why is this description so different from what people had in mind?  

· Mustard seed and yeast – Symbols of growth and life.  NIV Study Bible  (Matthew 13:31-33): 
· The mustard seed is not the smallest seed known today, but it was the smallest seed used by Palestinian farmers and gardeners, and under favorable conditions the plant could reach some ten feet in height.  Kingdom of God will expand to world dominion and people from all nations will find rest in it.  

· In the Bible, yeast usually symbolizes that which is evil or unclean.  Here, however, it is a symbol of growth.  As yeast permeates a batch of dough, so the kingdom of God spreads through a person’s life.  Or it may signify the growth of the kingdom by the inner working of the Holy Spirit.  

· Discussions.  

· What makes the growth of the kingdom so dramatic?  
· What do you think the kingdom of God is like?  A few other parables?  

· Who can enter the kingdom of God?  

· The Narrow Door (13:22-30)
· Picture what happened.  Gate to the kingdom of God is narrow.  Why?  

· Jesus made unhurried progress toward Jerusalem where the climax would be reached.  On the way He continued to serve the people.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Make every effort to enter through the narrow gate.  

· The Jews generally agreed that all Israel (except for a few especially sinful people) would be in the number of the saved.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Jesus did not mean that salvation is by works; it is a strong way of saying that people must be earnest about salvation.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· How can one “enter through the narrow gate”?  Get baptized?  Come to church very often?  Be a “senior” Christian in others’ eyes?  
· Is this paragraph in conflict with the previous one on the expansion of the kingdom of God to world dominion and people?  There is indeed a limit to the salvation; it must be accepted while the offer is present.  Once a person accepts the salvation, the Holy Spirit will change him/her as described in vv. 18-21.  

· “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’”  What does it mean?  

· To have good social fellowship with Jesus and to have heard His teaching were not enough to be saved.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· We need the life of Christ in us – Spirit of the law as opposed to letter of the law.  
· Who can enter the kingdom of God and what will happen there?  

· V. 29.  “People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.”  The saved will be people from all over the world (not only the Israelites) with great joy.  Reformation Study Bible.

· V. 30.  “Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”  This will be a complete reversal of many ideas strongly held among humankind.  Reformation Study Bible.

· Discussions.  

· Is it correct that only the dead could see, feel, and live in the kingdom of God?  When would the kingdom of God begin?  When would the door be closed?  Would God know us on that day?  

· How could we go there?  Are the following too simple to be true?  

· Romans 3:23-24.  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

· Romans 6:23.  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
· Jesus’ Sorrow for Jerusalem (13:31-36)
· Picture what happened.  Pharisees warned Jesus about Herod’s desire.  Advice taken?  Jesus’ sorrow for Jerusalem.  

· Pharisees’ warning: “Leave this place and go somewhere else.  Herod wants to kill you.”  Jesus may have been in Perea where Herod ruled.  The Pharisees preferred to see Him in Judea where they had more influence.  Reformation Study Bible.

· Jesus’ reaction to Herod’s threats.  

· That fox.  The Jews used the metaphor of a “fox” to mean worthless and sly.  

· Jesus is unmoved by Herod’s threats and says He will continue with His ministry.  There is a limit to His time as the reference to the third day shows.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Reach my goal.  Jesus’ life had a predetermined plan that would be carried, and no harm could come to him until his purpose was accomplished.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus’ sorrow for Jerusalem and his prophesy.  

· Jesus would continue his journey toward Jerusalem for his purpose to this world – crucifixion.  “For surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!”  (V. 33)

· God will abandon his temple and his city (v. 35).  

· Jesus’ second coming: “I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”  (V. 35)

· Discussions.  

· Would Jesus sorrow for the world today?  Would you?  Would Jesus sorrow for you and me?  Would you?  
· Wrapping up

· Hope that we can see the continuation of the theme from Chapter 11 talking about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, persecution of Jesus by the Pharisees, Jesus’ implied his death and second coming, his admonishing of his disciples not to worry and to be on the watch, continuing to today’s “repent and perish” and the kingdom of God.  

· Hope that we can also see the urgent needs of accepting the salvation, “do not put out the Spirit’s fire” (1 Thessalonians 5:19), live out a Christ-centered life in the spirit of the law as opposed to the letter of the law, and to bear fruit.  
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