Luke 16, 2/17/12
· Opening

· Have you seen a person fired from his/her job?  What did the company do in the process?  How about that person?  

· Is it good to be a millionaire?  Why or why not?  Do you yourself want to become a millionaire?  How to achieve that?  Is that process worthwhile?  Millionaire is just one example, and that term can be replaced by many other terms, e.g., the President, a successful scientist or writer, etc.  Is that process worthwhile?  

· There is a Chinese saying that when a person passed away, everything came to an end just like a light being put off.  Is that true?  Is there “life” after death?  

· What would bring a person to know and accept Christ?  “If Christ appears before me, then I would believe in him.”  Is that true?  How about miracles?  Are there other things that would lead us to Christ?  
· Last time we learned three parables in Luke 15: the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son – three lost “items,” actually, four, if we count the older son.  The use of the word “lost” somehow implies that we were with God but then got lost.  There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents, and God welcomes us back to Him when we follow Jesus.  Tonight we shall look at the stories of four “managers.”  Through a story-like presentation, the theme is to encourage each of us to make the best use of what we have for the sake of God.  This chapter is exciting, simple but not that simple.  Read the Bible Luke 16.  Can you find who the four managers are?  

· The Parable of the Shrewd Manager (16:1-13) 

· Picture what happened.  A rich man wanted to fire his manager because the manager was wasting his possessions.  Before leaving the job, the manager reduced the debts of debtors so as to prepare for his future.  Jesus commended the manager’s shrewdness.  Why?  How about us?  What did Jesus say afterward?  Christians should be faithful in handling worldly wealth and prepare our future in the kingdom of God.  Also, Christian should have one master, our God, and serve Him only.  
· The manager and his action upon losing his job
· The manager may simply have been dishonest, but the Jews were forbidden to take usury and one way around the regulation was to overcharge.  The man might have borrowed four hundred gallons of oil and had the bill made out for eight hundred, the extra being the equivalent of a high rate of interest.  By significantly reducing the amount of interest the debtor owned, the manager would have obliged the debtor to assist him personally, at least for a time being, without diminishing the principal owned to his own master.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· What do you think about the manager?  We may not agree with what the manager did.  However, there is one thing that we should learn.  The manager understood that the world around him had changed, and acted shrewdly to invest in the relationship with debtors so that they would treat him nicely in the future.  As an evil man in an evil world, he understood the situation that he was in, and used his wisdom to plan for his future.  As godly Christians, we should likewise understand the situation that we are in, and use our wisdom and diligence to prepare for our heavenly future.  
· Why verses 10 and 11?  

· To avoid any misunderstanding, Jesus immediately followed the above by stating Christian’s principles – we should be honest in whatever we do.  

· Christians should be honest, and combined with the story of the shrewd manager, we should be wise to understand the situation that we are in and make effective use of whatever God gives us for His kingdom’s sake.  
· Also, we should have one master, our God, and serve Him only.  Through other teachings in the Bible, we should be faithful to our worldly things as well.  The purpose, however, is to serve and glorify God, not to serve our worldly masters or ourselves.  Worldly things should not become our master.  

· Discussions.

· Do you believe that there is “life” after death?  If so, is it important to have a long-term view and be intelligent and diligent in managing the estate that God entrusts you?  
· Are you serving both God and money, or God and grades/research, or God and career, or God and whatever?  For example, if you are a Christian and a graduate student (or an engineer, a professor, or a household wife), how much time do you spend on course work and research?  How much time do you spend on reading the Bible, praying, getting to know God, preaching gospel to your friends, and caring for them?  What are your priorities?  How should a Christian live in this world?  
· Pharisees and the Kingdom of God (16:14-18) 
· Picture what happened.  Pharisees’ reaction to Jesus’ teaching.  Jesus’ response and proclamation of the Gospel and its consistence with the Law.  
· Pharisees’ reaction

· Pharisees sneered at Jesus possibly because of the Two Master saying – they could serve both God and Money at the same time, and live happily.  

· What do you think?  

· How could Jesus respond to the above?  

· Jesus’ proclamation of the arrival of the new era.  

· The Pharisees observed the Law, and were proud to be the descendant of Abraham.  However, they observed the Law literally, not spiritually, and could not be saved.  

· “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John.  Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.”  Jesus proclaimed the arrival of the Gospel (the Good News), and he was the dividing point between the old covenant and the new salvation.  With the gospel, we are in the new era of salvation.  

· Luke 16:16, Everyone is forcing his way into it.  The meaning is disputed, but it probably speaks of the fierce earnestness with which people were responding to the gospel of the kingdom.  Multitudes were coming to hear Jesus and to receive his message.  

· NIV: The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John.  Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.  
· RKJV: The law and the prophets were until John.  Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it.  
· ESV: The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is preached, and everyone forces his way into it.  

· What are differences between the Old Testament and the New Testament?  Had the Law and the Prophets been abandoned?  
· No.  “It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.”  
· Jesus affirms the continuing authority of the Law: For example, adultery was still adultery, still unlawful and still sinful.  The law was given because of man’s hardened heart in regard to divorce.  

· Pharisees were making adultery acceptable by granting divorces easily for any and all reasons.  Thereby men could put away (divorce) a woman that displeased them and marry one more to their liking.  Thus thinking that they were divorced, they avoided the sin of adultery.  Jesus was saying that their hearts and minds were adulterous (unfaithful) and all their legal tricks did not get them off the hook of being sinful.  Dr. Joseph Crème.  
· Discussions.

· Did the Pharisees recognize the changing of the situation and respond accordingly as what did the shrewd manager did?  Unfortunately not.  
· Were the Pharisees God’s managers of His people in the world?  If so, were they good managers?  
· Do we understand the situation that we are in and respond accordingly or are we like the Pharisees and are still in our near-sighted world?  

· The Rich Man and Lazarus (16:19-31)
· Picture what happened.  A rich man and his life in the world and in Hades.  Lazarus and his life in the world and by Abraham’s side.  The rich man’s requests to Abraham and Abraham’s answers.  A very interesting conversation.  
· How did God view the rich man and Lazarus?  Was the rich man a trustworthy manager of God’s estate in the world?  
· The rich man had received what he saw as good things and lived nicely.  He could have chosen the things of God, but he preferred physical pleasures.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The rich man was not a good manager of God’s estate in the world.  He also forgot the suffering of Lazarus at his gate.  
· What happened after they died?  
· Lazarus was by Abraham’s side, the place of blessedness to which the righteous dead go to wait future vindication.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The rich man was in torment in Hades, the place of the dead.  

· Many think that Hades is an intermediate place for souls prior to the final judgment day, at which time final judgment will be passed.  This seems to fit the story of the rich man and Lazarus, and Jesus’ descent into Hades.  While the words are more or less interchangeable, Hell seems to be a final destination.  Dr. James Bell.  
· The rich man’s first request: 

· “Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.”  
· What do you think about the request?  

· Even in Hades the rich man was arrogant, thinking that he could have Lazarus sent to do this bidding.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Abraham’s answer: 
· You didn’t choose the right things to do while you were alive.  
· “Between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.”  The request could not be fulfilled and it was too late to change the status.  

· The rich man’s second request: 
· “Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers.  Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.”  

· For the first time the rich man thinks of someone else, though he still remains within his own family.  He still assumes that Lazarus may be sent to do his bidding.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The rich man also assumed that the appearance of Lazarus would be effective.  Would that be effective?  
· Abraham’s answer: 
· They have the witness of the Word of God; having rejected it, they will not accept another.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  
· John 12:9-10.  After Jesus resurrected another Lazarus, the Jewish religious leaders still did not believe in Jesus.  Instead, they wanted to kill Lazarus!  

· If you haven’t accepted Jesus as your savior, what will be needed for you to believe in God and in Jesus?  Someone come back to life from the dead?  Miracles?  Would the Word of God be sufficient?  

· Wrapping up

· How many managers have we talked about?  The shrewd manager, the Pharisees, and the rich man.  Who else?  You and me!  

· Was it too late for the rich man to gather wealth in heaven while in Hades?  Why or why not?  For those who have not accepted Jesus, do you know the situation that you are in?  When would it be too late to accept Jesus?  
· As a Christian, who is our master?  How would we determine our priority?  How would we give an account of our life to God in the future?  
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