Luke 14, 2/3/12
· Opening

· Have you ever invited friends to our Friday evening’s Bible study?  Generally, what are their responses?  Surprising?  

· We are going to talk about feasts tonight.  What are the issues related to feasts you can think of?  Do you like to be invited to a feast?  If invited, would you go?  Where to seat?  
· Do you like to invite others for luncheon or dinner?  Whom do you like to invite?  Do you expect them to come?  For a formal dinner, e.g., a wedding banquet, would you arrange the seating?  How?  What would you do if someone took a place of honor without being invited to do so?  
· If you are in the Ph.D. program, could you explain the reasons why?  What is a good Ph.D. student?  What are the prices to pay?  Is it worthwhile to be a good Ph.D. student?  

· Why would one become a Christian?  Will there be “A” feast in the kingdom of heaven?  Before that, what are the prices to pay?  What are the “benefits”?  Have you analyzed the costs and benefits?  Is it worthwhile to be a Christian?  

· Last Friday, we studied Luke 13 on “repent and perish,” and the kingdom of God – mustard seed, the yeast, and the narrow door.  Today, we shall continue to discuss Luke 14, talking about feasts, and what can be learned from feasts.  We shall also discuss the costs of being a Christian.  All these in fact examine the kingdom of God from a perspective quite different from that of Chapter 13, and are quite insightful and valuable.  Read the Bible Luke 14.  

· Jesus at a Pharisee’s House (14:1-14) 

· Name one thing that you might have it, but once you tell others about your having it, it just disappears from you.  What is that?  Humbleness or humility.  

· We will skip vv. 1-6 about Jesus healing a person suffering from dropsy on Sabbath when eating in a Pharisee’s house, since we have discussed similar things a few times already.  Just want to mention the setting for the remaining parts of the chapter as described in v. 1: “One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.”  

· Picture what happened.  Banquet seating.  Whom to invite for luncheon or dinner.  
· While being carefully watched, Jesus observed what happened at the Pharisee’s house when seating.  What did he observe?  What did he say then?  

· Guests picked places of honor.  Why?  Want to be honored, want to show off, what to get to know the VIPs, …

· What did Jesus say?  Why?  Verses 7-11.  
· Jesus’ point was not literally “when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’  Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests.”  Rather than being humble on the surface to win people’s praise, we should live a life that is humble in the spirit.  

· V. 11.  “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  

· Why should we humble?  All what we have are gifts from God.  Therefore what can we be proud off?  Is v. 11 true then?  
· Jesus humbled himself to become a man and even died for our sin on the cross.  
· Jesus then talked about inviting people for luncheon or dinner.  Why did he ask this question?  Whom to invite and why?  

· Verses 12-14.  “When you have a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.”  

· God’s salvation is not limited to our friends, brothers, relatives, or rich neighbors.  Rather, we need to bring the salvation to all.  

· Jesus emphasizes the radical generosity and care that his disciples are to show toward those who are physically impaired and economically deprived.  ESV Study Bible.  
· We need to share the gospel and help those who are overlooked by the society.  
· V. 14.  “The righteous.”  Those who have been pronounced so by God on the basis of Christ’s atonement and who have evidenced their faith by their actions.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· Should we invite people for luncheon or dinner?  Why?  What was the last time when you invited people for luncheon or dinner?  Whom did you invite?  Did all come?  Were you invited back by them?  

· After tonight’s discussion, whom will you invite?  
· The Parable of the Great Banquet (14:15-24)
· Picture what happened.  The parable of a great banquet.  Excuses for not coming.  Additional invitation to the poor, the crippled, the blind, the lame; and those out on the roads and country lanes.  

· What was the problem context?  

· V. 15.  “When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”  
· The feast in the kingdom of God – The great Messianic banquet to come.  Association of the future kingdom with a feast was common.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus used the man’s remark as the occasion for a parable warning that not everyone would enter the kingdom.  NIV Study Bible.  This is a very nice transition.  

· This parable is similar to the parable of the Narrow Door we learned in Chapter 13.  

· Were many people invited to the banquet?  What happened then?  
· The initial invitation must have been accepted, but when the final invitation came (by Jewish custom that announcement came when the feast was ready), other interests took priority.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What were the excuses?  Were they genuine?  Reformation Study Bible: “The excuses are transparently dishonest.  No one buys a field or oxen without prior inspection, and if anyone did there was no hurry – the field and the oxen would be there tomorrow.  

· The man who had married might cite Duet. 24:5: “If a man has recently married, he must not be sent to war or have any other duty laid on him.  For one year he is to be free to stay at home and bring happiness to the wife he has married.”  However, the above freed a man from military service, not social contacts.  

· Many were invited – God offers salvation to all - Jn 3:14-17, Mt 18:14, 11:28-30, Mk 16:15-16.  However, most did not really take it.  

· What happened then?  
· “Go out quickly into the streets and valleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.”  Did they come?  Yes.  

· What is next?  “Go out to the roads and country lanes and make then come in, so that my house will be full.”  At the same time, “not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.”  Meanings?  
· This parable (vv. 21-24) is a prophecy of the extension of the gospel to those the Pharisees thought unworthy.  The “poor and crippled and blind and lame” represent the despised Jews who were not able to observe the traditional laws of ritual purity, while those outside the city along the “highways and hedges” represent the Gentiles.  The parable concludes with a warning to the elite of Israel who reject the Messiah that they will not be given a second chance.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Would those who were invited earlier but refused to go felt sorry for not accepting the invitation?  Were they too short sighted or hard necked?  
· Discussions.  

· Do you like to be invited for luncheon or dinner?  If invited, would you go?  If not, what would be your reasons?  Genuine reasons or just excuses?  If you missed such an event, would you regret?  Which is more important in your eyes, dinner with a purpose or personal businesses?  What if the dinner is truly the banquet of God’s kingdom?  
· Is knowing God an important and urgent thing for us?  If so, what were the excuses from coming to the Bible Study more often?  Similar to what presented in these verses?  Shopping for groceries with a ride?  Homework due, project due, paper due, examinations, preparing for graduation, finding a job, buying a car, visiting a friend?  What are the values of studying the Bible?  Is it just another social activity like others?  
· God is preparing a feast and inviting everyone here to come, and the door to the kingdom of God is open for you now!  

· Can you think about other stories about luncheon or dinner?  How much food to prepare?  How to pay for it?  Lessons from the Bible?  

· The Cost of Being a Disciple (14:25-35)
· Picture what happened.  One has to calculate the cost of a project before taking it on, e.g., building a tower or fighting a war.  Similarly, we have to calculate the cost of following Jesus to become a Christian.  

· As presented in the previous section, many people excused the master’s invitation to the great banquet.  Isn’t it good to be in the kingdom of God?  Yes.  Then why many rejected the invitation?  

· They under-estimated the rewards of going.  

· They under-estimated the cost of not going.  
· They over-estimated the value of the worldly things.  

· They didn’t care.  
· Overall, there is a problem with priorities or with the understanding of the importance and consequences of various things.  
· Now “large crowds were traveling with Jesus.”  Is that good?  Yes.  Why did Jesus raise such a question on calculating the cost?  What is the link with the previous parable and the fact that large crowds were traveling with Jesus?  
· Jesus did not want a blind, naïve commitment that expected only blessings.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Calculating the cost is important before undertaking any serious project.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Many were invited, many came to the dinner; however, how many really got saved?  

· How many disciples were with Jesus when he was on the cross?  

· What are the costs for truly following Jesus?  
· V. 26.  “Hate.”  This means love less.  Discipleship means loving the Lord so much that all other loves are hatred by comparison.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· V. 27.  “Carry his cross.”  To follow Jesus requires self-denial, complete dedication, and willing obedience.  Luke emphasizes continued action.  Also, disciples from Galilee knew what the cross meant, for hundreds of men had been executed by this means in their region.  NIV Study Bible, Luke 9:23.  Note that Jesus said this well before he was crucified.  

· V. 33.  “Give up everything he has.”  The cost, Jesus warned, is complete surrender to Him.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Examples of cost estimation?  

· As a builder estimates costs or a king evaluates military strength, so a person must consider what Jesus expects of his followers.  NIV Study Bible.  

· This is not because Jesus made it more difficult for us, but rather this is what is necessary for a person to prevail in spiritual struggles when following Jesus.  There will be pressures from the world, as darkness wouldn’t accept the light.  
· Then why should we follow Jesus?  

· Romans 3:10.  There is no one righteous, not even one.  
· Romans 3:23-24.  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

· Romans 6:23.  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
· John 3:16.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  

· John 1:12.  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  
· John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  
· What would happen if the cost/benefit analysis was not properly done and one regretted to become a Christian later?  

· Becoming a lukewarm Christian.  “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?”  

· Salt was a flavoring agent and a preservative.  The salt in use at that time was far from pure and it was possible for the sodium chloride to leach out of it, leaving a residue that was useless.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· This is the issue of discipleship.  

· “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  Let us truly hear what God is saying to us.  

· Discussions.  

· Is it good to have many people in the Bible Study Group?  Should we try to have more by becoming a social club or by replacing the tough Bible study by soft music, games, Gospel of Success, or Gospel of Wealth?  

· Is it correct that after becoming a Christian, God will be with us, and everything will be rosy?  Also, don’t Christians have tickets reserved to the kingdom of God after being baptized?  Why should Christians worry?  
· Why would one become a Christian?  What are the prices to pay?  What are the “benefits”?  Have you done the cost/benefit analysis?  Is it worthwhile?  

· Wrapping up

· Can you see the brilliant transitions among the paragraphs within this chapter?  Can you see the amazing continuation from Luke 11 to here now talking about the banquet in the kingdom of God and discipleship?  Can you see how Jesus used various occasions to bring out the true meaning of the Gospel, step by step?  

· John 1:12.  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  

· 1 Peter 2:9.  “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  

· Shall we evaluate the costs and benefits of following Jesus and accept the invitation to eat at the feast in the kingdom of God?  
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