Luke 18, 3/16/12
· Opening

· Are you rich?  Do you want to be rich?  Who says “I want to be a poor person”?  Is it good to be rich?  
· What must we do to get good grades when taking courses?  To be a good researcher, professional, or business person?  To be a good husband or wife?  Son or daughter?  Father or mother?  How to be a good Christian?  What are the major differences for being a successful person in this world vs. a good Christian?  

· Why should we pray?  How should we pray?  Shall we pray persistently?  Will God listen and grant our prayers?  
· Last time we talked about servanthood – what attitude should a Christian have; ten healed of Leprosy – what to ask for and what to do after obtaining it; and the second coming of Jesus.  Tonight we shall continue the discussion of servanthood – a critical issue as Jesus was on his way to the cross.  Several examples are used, including persistent praying (a widow vs. a judge); mentality when praying (a Pharisee vs. a tax collector); our attitude toward the kingdom of God (a little child vs. a rich ruler).  Jesus then again predicted his death and resurrection.  Did the apostles understand what he said?  The chapter ends with a beggar receiving his sight – similar to the widow obtained her justice at the beginning of this chapter.  A good discussion on servanthood, faith and the kingdom of God from several perspectives.  Read the Bible Luke 18.  

· The Parable of the Persistent Widow (18:1-8) 

· Picture what happened.  A widow and a judge.  God and his chosen ones.  Persistence in praying.  Faith on earth?  
· If an unworthy judge who feels no constraint on his conduct is compelled by persistence to deal justly with a helpless widow, how much more will God answer prayers!  God will not delay his support of the chosen ones when they are right.  He is not like the unjust judge, who had to be badgered until he wearied and gave in.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Will he find faith on the earth?  Jesus looks forward to the time of his second coming.  A period of spiritual decline and persecution is assumed – a time that will require perseverance such as the widow demonstrated.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The preceding verses (17:22-37) and the reference to the Second Coming in v. 8 indicate that persistence in prayer for the coming of Christ and His final triumph over evil, even when that coming is seemingly delayed, is particularly important.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  
· What is praying?  What should we pray for?  Purpose and effects of prayers?  Praying in Jesus’ name?  The Lord’s Prayer?  

· What happens if our prayers are not answered?  

· Do your parents love you to talk to them?  Does God love us to pray to Him?  

· The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (18:9-14)
· Picture what happened.  Prayers of the Pharisee and the tax collector.  Who is justified before God and why?  
· The Pharisee relied on his own merits, not having discovered that no human righteousness is sufficient before God who demands perfection (Matt. 5:48).  The tax collector relied on God’s mercy and found it.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Lift up his eyes to haven.  Looking upward was usual while praying, but this man was too conscious of unworthiness to do this.  He simply asked for mercy as he acknowledged his sin.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The tax collector does not plead his good works but the mercy of God in forgiving his sin.  God reckoned him to be righteous, i.e., his sin was forgiven and he was credited with righteousness – not of his own but that comes from God.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Pastor Secker.  Your sources present the common view that the scribes and Pharisees thought they could save themselves by their good works.  I don't think they were that stupid.  The Pharisee in the temple said “I thank you God that I am not like other men ....”  We have no reason to doubt his sincerity.  They gave God credit for their admittedly very good external lives.  Their mistake was in thinking that their God-given good works qualified them for salvation.  We believe that even when we have done all that is required of us, we must still say that we are unworthy servants.  We can't purify our hearts.  
· Pastor Secker.  V. 14 could lead us to think that the difference between the Pharisee and the tax collector is that the tax collector humbled himself and the Pharisee exalted himself, and that therefore what we should do is “humble ourselves” if we want to be saved.  I hear this again and again.  The problem is that if that fully states the difference between the two, then the tax collector saved himself by his humbling of himself.  That is works righteousness.  The Bible tells us to do a lot of things that we can't do by our own natural powers (“love God above all things” is a good example.)  I learned from tradition (see the next paragraph) that we can’t humble ourselves, because if we did we would take pride in our humility.  What happens is that God humbles us!  The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin.  We can’t claim any credit for this.  Neither could the tax collector.  God had humbled him.  That is the simple fact.  We can and should read and study the Word, go to church, be baptized, pray, but we can’t do anything that contributes in a substantive way to saving ourselves.  Once we have been given faith and the Holy Spirit, of course, we can and must cooperate with God.  This would include confessing our sins and asking for God’s mercy.  So maybe the tax collector was already a believer.  What is certain is that he did not become one by “humbling himself.”  I assume this is all well known to you, but I hear it so often that I thought it was worth stating it here.  
· Discussions.  
· Are you glad for not like other men – robbers, evildoers, adulterers?  Would this be a reason to justify ourselves?  If no, can we justify ourselves by what we have done?  How then should we pray?  
· Do you have urgent things to pray to God now?  
· The Little Children and Jesus (18:15-17)
· Picture what happened.  Little children and Jesus.  How to enter the kingdom of God?  
· What does it mean for like a little child?  
· With total dependence, full trust, frank openness and complete sincerity.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Anyone who will not receive the kingdom like a little child will never enter it.”  Why not?  

· Discussions.  
· Look at ourselves.  How do we approach God, like a doubter, a researcher, or a master?  If so, do you want to try a different approach as what Jesus said here?  
· Like a little child, does it mean that we should be naïve, should not learn, and should not work hard?  
· How would this paragraph relate to the preceding and succeeding paragraphs?  Relying on the mercy of God not our own deeds.  

· The Rich Ruler (18:18-30)
· Picture what happened.  Rich ruler and a good question.  Jesus’ very strange answer.  Is that really warranted and needed?  Disciple’s follow-up question.  Jesus’ answer?  Also see Mark 10:17-27.  
· The rich ruler and his question.  
· Ruler.  A general term meaning someone from the upper classes.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Good teacher.  This was not a usual form of address in Judaism; it was mere flattery.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  The man assumed that his deeds would bring his to eternal life.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Jesus’ answer and the rich ruler’s reaction.  

· Jesus challenged the ruler’s flattery by reminding him that true goodness is an attribute of God alone.  That his flattery was indeed insincere is show by his failure to do what the “good teacher” taught him.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Sell all.  This challenge revealed that the young man had not really understood the commandments.  When he was faced with the choice, it became clear that his possessions came before God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Follow me.  This is the second challenge.  The rich ruler will need to give up his position or his power, and this is again difficult for him.  

· The wealthy are tempted to rely on earthly things, together with those whose wealth is achievement in intellectual, artistic, or other fields.  Great achievers often find it difficult to rely wholly on the mercy of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· If the rich with all their advantages cannot easily be saved, who can be?  The answer is that salvation, for rich or poor, is always the gift of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Disciple’s follow-up question and Jesus’ answer.  

· What did Peter expect Jesus to respond when he said “We have left all we have to follow you”?  
· Jesus’ answer to Peter means that God’s gifts surpass anything we can give up for him.  It does not mean that we can make sacrifices as a means of getting a better award.  Reformation Study Bible.  The latter can be understood from Luke 17:10 and the next paragraph on Jesus’ predicting his death.  The road to the cross is not rosy, and, the disciples still couldn’t fully grasp the true meaning of salvation at that point of time.  

· Discussions.

· Looking back, have you relied on earthly things in the pursuit of God?  Should you rely wholly on the mercy of God?  

· What is your view on money?  Do you donate to organizations such as United Ways, American Cancer Society, American Heart Association, your alma mater?  Church or Bible Study?  Why or why not?  
· What is the challenge that God could ask you for?  Money?  Time?  Family?  Career?  When called upon by God, would you be willing to give up what you treasure the most?  

· As a co-worker, what do you expect to hear from God for your service for Him?  “We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”  Luke 17:10.  
· Jesus Again Predicts His Death (18:31-34)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus’ third prediction about his journey.  Did the disciples understand what Jesus said?  
· Sometimes referred to as the third prediction of Jesus’ death, though the total number is more than three.  The first prediction is in 9:22 and the second in 9:43-45.  NIV Study Bible.  

· In His prediction of the Passion (cf. 5:35, 9:22, 43-45; 12:50; 13:32, 33; 17:25), this is the first time that Jesus speaks of being handed over to the Gentiles.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The Messiah’s death had been predicted and/or prefigured centuries before (e.g., Ps 22; Isa 53, Zec 13:7).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  
· Why couldn’t the disciples understand what Jesus said?  They were expecting a political and military Messiah, and couldn’t fully comprehend the meaning of salvation on the cross.  
· Do you understand what Jesus said then?  Do you believe in what he said?  If so, what would be the impact of his death and resurrection on your life?  

· A Blind Beggar Receives His Sight (18:35-43)
· Picture what happened.  A blind beggar begged for receiving his sight.  His faith has healed him.  
· Did the beggar receive his sight?  Was he saved?  Why?  
· “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.”  Faith was the means by which the gift was received.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  
· Similar to the ten men healed of leprosy, do you know what to ask for?  Do you know how to receive it and thank for it?  Do you know how to receive God’s grace and salvation by faith?  
· Wrapping up

· The topics covered in this chapter are in-between Jesus’ two predictions of his death.  Can you see their importance and urgency?  

· Can you see the thread that cut across the various topics in this chapter?  Salvation is not based on our own strength or our accomplishments.  Rather, it is the mercy of God.  Trust and obey!  

· If you have one thing to ask Jesus for, what would you ask?  How to ask?  Pray that the faith of the Holy Spirit grow in every one of us like a mustard seed or yeast in dough.  
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