Luke 17, 3/2/12

· Opening
· We are getting close to the anniversary of the 3/11/11 Japan earthquake and tsunami.  What were the most striking things in your mind about that disaster?  What did you learn from that event?  
· In baseball, three strikes then one is out.  If someone offends us, how many times should we forgive him/her?  
· Do you want to be a “manager”?  How to characterize a good manager?  
· Do you believe that there is a kingdom of God?  Where is it?  When would it come?  How about the end of the earth?  Have you heard about Harold Camping?  What is about him?  See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Camping  
· Harold Egbert Camping (born July 19, 1921) is an American Christian radio broadcaster.  He served as president of Family Radio, a California-based radio station group that broadcasts to more than 150 markets in the United States, since 1958.  Camping is notable for applying numerology to his interpretations of Bible passages in an attempt to predict dates for the End Times.  
· His 2011 end times prediction was that on May 21, 2011 Jesus Christ would return to Earth, the righteous would fly up to heaven, and that there would follow five months of fire, brimstone and plagues on Earth, with millions of people dying each day, culminating on October 21, 2011 with the end of the world.  He had previously predicted judgment days on May 21, 1988, and September 6, 1994.  
· His prediction for May 21, 2011 was widely reported, in part because of a massive publicity campaign by Family Radio, and it prompted responses from both atheist and Christian organizations.  After May 21 passed without the predicted incidents, Camping said he believed that a “spiritual” judgment had occurred on that date, and that the physical Rapture would occur on October 21, 2011, simultaneously with the destruction of the universe by God.  Except for one press appearance on May 23, 2011, Camping largely avoided press interviews after May 21, particularly after he suffered a stroke in June.  October 21, 2011, passed without the predicted apocalypse, leading the International Business Times to proclaim Camping a “false prophet.”  
· Camping admitted in a private interview that he no longer believed that anybody could know the time of the Rapture or the end of the world, in stark contrast to his previously staunch position on the subject.  
· In Luke 15, we learned three parables: the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son – three lost “items,” actually, four, if we count the older son.  The use of the word “lost” somehow implies that we were with God but then got lost.  Last time we looked at the stories of three “managers” – the shrewd manager, the Pharisees, and the rich man in Hades (vs. Lazarus in the paradise), actually, four, if we include ourselves.  The theme is to encourage us to make the best use of what we have on earth for the sake of God.  As a continuation, tonight we shall talk about servantship (not leadership!), and the kingdom of God.  A thought provoking chapter.  Read the Bible Luke 17.  

· Sin, Faith, Duty ~ The attitude of a good manager (17:1-10) 
· Picture what happened.  As Christians, we should not cause others to sin, and we should rebuke and forgive those who sins (including those who sin against us).  Pray that we have faith to live a life like that.  Also, we should recognize our positions in this world and as related to God – We are His servants.  Once this view is clear, then the above-mentioned and many other issues should be much easier to handle.  
· Jesus talked about not causing others to sin, and forgiving those who sins (including those who sin against us).  Dr. Joe Crème.  
· To cause to sin in the sense of the original language means to set a trap or a snare to catch someone, thereby ensnaring them in sin.  
· Watch yourself that you do not ensnare someone else to cause them to sin.  If you do, the sin must be dealt with.  It must be confessed and forgiven.  
· You must help your brother who is caught in sin to escape it.  You must offer forgiveness.  
· Forgiving those who sins, not once, twice, but seven times in a day.  Why?  Is it easy to do?  No.  Apostles’ response: Increase our faith.  Jesus’ answer?  
· Seven times: Forgiveness is to be unlimited.  NIV Study Bible.  Matthew 18:22 says 77 times.  The Rabbis taught that three times was enough.  
· Apparently the apostles thought great faith would be needed to be so forgiving.  Jesus points to what even small faith can bring about.  More important then the quantity of faith is the object of faith – a great and powerful God.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· We studied the kingdom of God in Luke 13.  Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed that will grow into a very large plant, and it is like yeast that will work all through the dough.  
· “You can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.”  A mulberry tree is tough and robust, and symbolizes our sinful nature that is very difficult to change.  With God’s help, our sinful nature will be changed if we let the Holy Spirit grow in us like a mustard seed.  
· Jesus then talked about servant-hood.  Not servant-hood in general, but servant-hood to God.  Actually, Luke 17:1-10 can be viewed as a continuation of servantship (not leadership!) of Luke 16.  
· Our values are not to be evaluated by earthly things; and to God, “We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”  Be humble, and nothing much to boast in front of God.  
· Discussions.  
· Practical suggestions on how not to cause others to sin.  
· Practical suggestions on how not to sin against others.  
· Practical suggestions on how to rebuke and forgive those who sin – especially those that we love and are closely related, including co-workers and spouses.  How do we know if his or her repentance is real and sincere?  
· After a day’s hard work on our job, we still need to study Bible, pray, and care.  What should we say to the Lord in our prayer, tonight?  

· Ten Healed of Leprosy (17:11-19)
· Picture what happened.  On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee.  He healed ten men with leprosy.  Only one Samaritan came back to thank Jesus.  His faith had made him well.  (This is the same Greek word that is translated “Faith has saved you” in Luke 7:48-50.)  
· Leprosy.  
· People with leprosy were required by law to keep away from healthy people (Lev. 13:46); these came as close as they dared and called out loudly.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Jesus’ command, when nothing had yet happened to the man, was a test of faith.  They were healed as they went in obedience to Jesus’ word.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Healing the ten with leprosy is a miracle.  What are the lessons to be learned here?  
· If you analyze your requests to God, are those mostly worldly things, e.g., getting healed, passing an examination, finding a job, finding a good spouse?  What happened after the ten were healed?  
· Gratitude brought one man straight back, praising God for what had happened.  That he was a Samaritan made this all the more interesting, for he would not be expected to show much gratitude to a Jewish healer.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Salvation reaches to the Gentiles.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How about the other nine, presumably Jews?  Didn’t they get healed?  If so, why did Jesus say to the Samaritan only “Your faith has made you well?  – They did receive physical healing, but were not healed spiritually.  
· Discussions.  
· Have you thanked God when he granted your requests?  Have you thanked those who helped you along the way?  If not, what why not?  
· Although many of us came to know Christ because of worldly requests had been granted, have you seriously and honestly prayed to grow spiritually and offered yourself as a living sacrifice to God?  Which kind of requests are more important?  What will be your next prayer to God?  

· The Coming of the Kingdom of God (17:20-37)
· Picture what happened.  After hundreds of years since the destruction of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms, many Jews were looking forward to the coming of the Messiah or the savior.  In their minds, the Messiah should be a political and military leader, leading them out of the bondage of the Roman Empire.  They were waiting for the kingdom of God to come, a politically, militarily, and possibly economically powerful country in the world.  According to Jesus, where is the kingdom of God?  When would it come?  How would it come?  How would one prepare oneself for its coming?  
· We studied the kingdom of God in Luke 13.  Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed that will grow, and it is like yeast that will work all through the dough.  Jesus encouraged us to make every effort to enter through the narrow door to the kingdom of God.  
· Jesus’ answer to the question regarding the coming of the kingdom of God points to the dynamic character of that kingdom.  In this passage, Jesus presents the kingdom both as present reality (v. 21) and as yet to be fully revealed (vv. 22-37).  Jesus often presented the kingdom as a hidden and growing reality (Matt. 13-31-33), which is both present and future.  In the earthly ministry of Jesus, the kingdom is already present (11:20), but the full reality of the kingdom is yet to be manifested (cf. 19:11).  Christians are to pray for the full realization of God’s kingdom (11:2).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The kingdom of God is where God’s rules reign.  
·  “Do not go running off after them.” 
· Though some will seek after false messiahs, the final coming of Christ will be so public that everyone will know.  Reformation Study Bible.  Think about Harold Camping!  
· Do not leave your work in order to pursue predictions of Christ’s Second Advent.  NIV Study Bible.  Think about the 2011 Japan earthquake and tsunami!  
· This is a biblical support for not trusting any of such predications.  The major problem of Harold Camping is that he didn’t quite understand Jesus’ words.  
· “But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.” 
· Jesus repeatedly foretold his coming death, which had to occur before his glorious return.  
· Noah and Lot.  
· Noah, see Ge 6:5-8 and 7:6-24.  
· Lot, see Ge 19:1-28.  
· People in the times of Noah and Lot carried on with their normal life of this world and neglected their opportunities.  Noah and Lot were also sinners, but they heeded God’s warning and were saved.  They were not wholly taken up with the things of this world.  
· Lot’s wife came close to deliverance, but her backward look doomed her (Gen. 19:26).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· “You cannot serve both God and Money.”  Luke 16:13.  
· 天火焚城录 Sodoma e Gomorra (1962) 以圣经中的两个著名的罪恶之城所多玛与蛾摩拉为故事背景，描述所多玛女王之弟亚斯托洛计划推翻其姊的统治，将该城建为盖世帝国，于是让女王将城外之河谷卖予牧人罗得。罗得建水坝，将荒漠变绿洲。当外族的海拉麦人前来攻击时，被希伯来人以火攻及水淹之下一败涂地，罗得因而成为所多玛法官及第一任首相。但女王因奴隶问题陷害罗得，上帝要罗得带希伯来人出走，然后以天火毁灭所多玛。(http://movie.mtime.com/22368/)
· The second coming of Jesus.  
· At Jesus’ second coming he will be plainly visible to all.  NIV Study Bible.  
· It is customary to relax on the flat rooftop.  When the final hour comes, however, the individual there should not be thinking of going into the house to retrieve some material objects.  Matthew and Mark refer similarly to the flight at the fall of Jerusalem, and indirectly to the end time, but here the reference is explicitly to Jesus’ return.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Do not love things of the world.  Things of the kingdom of God are much more valuable.  
· Jesus repeats the teaching of 9:24 that the selfish and self-affirming life means spiritual death.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Taken.  Could refer to being “taken to/from destruction” or “taken into the kingdom.”  What is clear is that no matter how close two people may be in life, they have no guarantee of the same eternal destiny.  One may go to judgment and condemnation, the other to salvation, reward, and blessing.  NIV Study Bible.  
· One interpretation of “taken” is the rapture presented in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17.  “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  
· Salvation is individualized.  You have to have faith in the Lord.  Nobody can do that for you.  
· Where the corpse is.  Jesus apparently uses a popular proverb to teach that just as dead bodies attract vultures, so the spiritually dead invite judgment.  
· Discussions.  
· Do you believe the second coming of Jesus?  How should you prepare for it?  Do you have a sense of urgency for the full realization of the kingdom of God?  

· Wrapping up
· Based on all that we have observed, including global warming, various pandemics, potential energy shortage, and Middle East crises, we should have a sense of urgency regarding the second coming of Jesus.  
· How should we be good managers for God?  Mend relationships with those whom we love and whom we hate.  Pray for our spiritual healing and growth in addition to physical healing and growth, and have a sense of urgency and do not put out the fire of the Holy Spirit.  
· Complete the sentence: “I would like to have more faith so that…..”
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