Luke 15, 2/10/12
· Opening

· Have you tried to find an important but misplaced item?  Were you anxious to find it?  Did you eventually find it?  Were you happy then?  

· When was the last time you went back home?  Did your parents wait eagerly to see you?  How did they welcome you back?  

· What sort of people would your friends or family be shocked if you hung out and partied with?  Why would they not want you to hang out with such people?  To protect you.  Who would try to use your hanging around with undesirable people against you?  Enemies who want to disgrace you and make you look bad.  Dr. Crème.  
· About two weeks ago, a brother and a sister were baptized in the Church to become children of God.  Are you happy for them?  Who else are happy for them?  

· Last time we studied Luke 14 about feasts in this world.  Jesus then used a parable to say that God invited many to His feast in the kingdom of God, however, many excused.  Why?  Jesus then asked us to calculate the cost of being a disciple.  What are the costs?  The benefits?  Tonight, we shall learn three parables: Lost sheep, lost coin, and the lost son.  The use of the word “lost” indicates that we were with God before but then somehow got lost.  There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents, and God welcomes us back to Him when we follow Jesus.  A very nice chapter.  Read the Bible Luke 15.  

· The Parable of the Lost Sheep (15:1-7) 

· Picture what happened.  The setting: tax collectors and sinners vs. the Pharisees and the teachers of the law.  The story of the lost sheep.  

· What was wrong for gathering with tax collectors and sinners from the viewpoint of Pharisees and the teachers of the law?  

· Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners? Such table fellowship implies welcoming these people into extended interpersonal association, which the Pharisees thought would make a person “unclean.”  But just as Jesus would cleanse the leper rather than being made unclean by the leper, so Jesus will bring sinners to repentance and forgiveness rather than being defiled by association with the sinners.  ESV Study Bible, Luke 5:30.  

· How did the attitude of tax collectors and sinners differ from the attitude of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law?  Why?  What were the implications?  

· Sheep get lost by wandering away.  Don’t deliberately get lost.  May be looking for food or following other sheep.  Dr. Crème.  

· If you were the person who had a hundred sheep and lost one of them, would you leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until you find it?  Why or why not?  

· There may be some Semitic humor here: Some say no self-respecting shepherd would leave the 99 sheep to go look for one.  Pastor Secker.  

· What did Jesus truly want to say through this parable?  NIV Study Bible.  
· Righteous persons do not need to repent.  Probably ironic: Those who think they are righteous (such as the Pharisees and the teachers of the law) feel no need to repent.  

· Rejoicing in heaven.  God’s joy at the sinner’s repentance is set in stark contrast to the attitude of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law.  
· Sinners and righteous persons.  Pastor Secker: 
· Sinners here were notorious sinners and others who for one reason or another wouldn’t or couldn’t (because they did not have the leisure) obey the Law of Moses as interpreted by the teachers of the law.  For us, of course, everyone is a sinner.  

· The righteous or just (the Greek word is translated both ways) were those who did keep those laws.  They included the Pharisees and teachers of the law, but also Joseph, who is called a “just” man.  Others would be Mary and Simeon and Anna.  For us righteous means perfect, and none of us is perfect and so none is righteous.  

· So the Biblical words have different meanings than we give them.  Interpreters who don’t realize this have to conclude that Jesus is using the word “righteous” with irony in v. 7.  But once you know the limited meaning of the word “righteous” in this text, you realize that he most likely is not using irony.  Rather, He is expressing the truth that God rejoices more over one of those “sinners” who repents than over 99 who do not need to repent since they in fact had not broken it as interpreted by the teachers of the law.  

· Does this mean the 99 do not need to repent at all?  Of course not.  When Jesus explains the real meaning of the law (as in Matt 5:7-48) it becomes clear that none of us is righteous in the sense of being perfect and that we all need a righteous greater than that of the Scribes and the Pharisees, a righteousness that is a gift to us from God through faith.  

· Why is this important?  We have to be careful that we do not make the Pharisees out to be worse than they were.  If we say they were openly hypocritical and thought they were saved by their good works, then we can think: I know better than that.  I am not openly two-faced and know I can’t be saved by my good works.  So we are saved because we “know better” and are not openly hypocritical.  We, who are the upright, religious people, can easily become the Pharisees of our time.  

· I think the Pharisees were unconsciously hypocritical.  That is, they were not aware of it.  Had they been, they would have tried to change it.  We have to confess that there is some hypocrisy (both open and unconscious) in all of us and so we need forgiveness.  
· The Pharisee in the temple “thanked God” that he was not like the tax collector and other sinners.  There is no reason to doubt his sincerity.  The problem is that even God-given good works will not save us.  We are saved and made truly righteous in God’s sight only by grace through faith, which itself is a gift we cannot claim credit for, in Christ, our Lord.  Why us?  We can’t say.  As one of my seminary professors said, all we can do is fall down on our knees and thank God and then try to share this great good news with others.  

· Discussions.  
· What is your attitude toward Jesus, sinners, and the gospel?  Why?  What are the implications?  

· Do we need to repent?  Would God in heaven rejoice if we repent?  
· The Parable of the Lost Coin (15:8-10)
· Picture what happened.  The lost coin.  
· This is similar to the parable of the lost sheep.  NIV Study Bible: 
· Silver coin – About a day’s wages.  

· The coin was lost because of carelessness.  Dr. Crème.  

· Search carefully.  Near Eastern houses frequently had no windows and only earthen floors, making the search for a coin difficult.  

· “There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  Wow!  
· Although each of us is small as compared to all the people saved by God, He does not neglect us and put as much attention on us as the rest of His children.  
· Discussions.  

· What was your most recent experience of trying to find something lost?  Result?  

· The Parable of the Lost Son (15:11-32) 
· Picture what happened.  A father and two sons.  Dividing the estate.  The wild living of the younger son, the severe famine, and “coming to his senses.”  The father’s waiting and welcoming the younger son.  The older brother’s attitude.  The father’s plead.  

· In this story the younger son was lost deliberately.  Dr. Crème.  

· Dividing the property.  

· The firstborn son was entitled to a double portion of his father’s property (Deut. 21:17).  

· Sometimes the father would give the rights to the property (which meant that he could not dispose of it himself, though the son could sell it) and retain the income (if the son sold the property, they buyer could not take possession until the father’s death).  But to give the property to one of the sons as in this parable was unusual.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The father nevertheless granted the younger son’s request, gave him his share of the estate, and allowed him to choose his style of living without interference – freedom of choice.  

· The difficulty situation of the younger son after squandering his wealth.  

· The younger son’s situation became difficult after squandering his wealth in wild living and encountering a severe famine – Life away from God is miserable.  

· Pigs were unclean (Lev. 11:7); no Jew would take this job willingly.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.”  A very pitiful situation.  
· “When he came to his senses” – Not easy to reach this point.  Translation in the Reformation Study Bible: “When he came to himself.”  
· “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.”  First was against heaven.  Why?  All the sins committed and commandments violated were against God.  Look at the Ten Commandments.  Which ones were violated?  
· “So he got up and went to his father.”  He took action.  

· The waiting father.  

· A long way off emphasizes the father’s great love; he must have been watching for the son.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Ran.  The father cast aside all behavioral conventions of the time, as running was considered to be undignified for an older person, especially a wealthy landowner such as this man.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The restoration of the father-son relationship.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The father’s actions indicate complete forgiveness and restoration of relationship:

· The “best robe” is a mark of distinction and the ring signifies authority.  

· Because slaves did not wear shoes, the shoes point to the status of a free man.  

· The fattened calf was reserved for special occasions.  

· The older son’s attitude.  

· Was the older son happy to see his younger son back?  Why or why not?  
· He was angry mirrors the grumbling of the Pharisees and scribes (v. 2).  ESV Study Bible.  

· “This son of your” – Not even to mention him as brother.  He has not forgiven nor forgotten the misconduct of his brother.  

· The older son’s attitude illustrates the judgmental spirit of the Pharisees who were annoyed at the presence of “sinners.”  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “Served you.”  This statement indicates that the older brother viewed his relationship with the father as the reward for meritorious behavior.  Like the father’s loving response to the undeserving younger son shows, salvation is not a reward for good works but entirely the gracious gift of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Some versions (NIV and NLT, the New Living Translation) use the term “slaving for you,” indicating that the older son didn’t feel home is home.  How sad!  
· The father’s attitude toward the older son.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· As with the young son, the father takes the initiative in restoring the relationship.  The parable as a whole points to the sovereign love of God who actively seeks out unworthy sinners, those who do not seek him.  

· “All that is mine is yours.”  The property settlement remains unchanged.  The attitude of the older son has caused him to lose sight of the relationship he does have with his father.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The parable of the prodigal son could be called the “parable of the waiting father.”  While the repentance of the son is important to the parable, the father’s willingness to forgive and his unexpected action (v. 20, 22-23) are a striking illustration of the fatherly love of God for wayward human beings.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussions.  

· Do you have a bad relationship with your parents, brothers or sisters, spouse, or children?  Was that relationship finally amended?  To a better level?  Who took the initiative?  Lessons learned?  
· Come back to this parable.  Are we similar to the younger son or the older son or both?  Do we have a strong sense of the judgmental spirit of the Pharisees?  What would enable us to “come to your senses”?  

· Wrapping up

· When will you go back home next time?  Are you looking forward to that trip?  How about your parents?  

· Do you feel lost spiritually?  Do you know that God is also waiting eagerly to see you back?  Have you come to your senses?  
· This chapter comes right after Chapter 14 about banquets and the costs of discipleship.  Yes, there are costs to be a disciple.  The important thing is that God has been waiting eagerly for us to return to Him.  

· Jesus came to find us and give us spiritual life.  We may not be able to give those who are lost spiritual life, but we can lead them to Jesus who can.  Dr. Crème.  
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