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· Opening
· In the States, many people donate to various organizations, e.g., United Way, political parties, churches, etc.  Why?  Why should Christians donate to churches?  Won’t God provide to all what churches need?  When we donate, what attitude should we have?  What do you think about China’s top philanthropist (大善人) – Mr. CHEN Guangbiao (陈光标) (http://wiki.china.org.cn/wiki/index.php/Chen_Guangbiao)?  Also, should one become rich then starting to donate?  Do you donate?  Why or why not?  
· Have you heard about the Wailing Wall (or the Western Wall) in Jerusalem?  See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Wall.  Have you seen pictures of it?  What happened to the rest of the second Jewish temple?  
· Do you believe that the world has a beginning?  If the answer is No, how would you explain the Big Bang Theory?  Correspondingly, do you believe that there will be an end to the world?  If the answer is No, how would you expect the world to look like 100 years from now?  1000 years from now?  If the answer is Yes, when would that happen?  What will be the signs for its coming?  What are the implications on us today?  What does Bible say about the above?  
· Last Friday, we examined several exciting exchanges between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders within one week of Jesus’ crucifixion, and all the discussions pointed to who Jesus is.  The exchanges also pointed out the limited knowledge and dishonesty of the Jewish religious leaders, and revealed insights about the mysterious salvation and resurrection.  Tonight, we shall see how Jesus talked about offering, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the end of the age.  Let us see what the Bible tells us about the end of the age.  Read the Bible Luke 21.  

· The Widow’s Offering (21:1-4) 
· Background.  From Chapter 20, we know that Jesus was at the temple, and just warned about the hypocrisy of the teachers of the law – “they devour widow’s houses and for a show make lengthy prayers.  Such men will be punished most severely.”  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus saw how people offered gifts to God in the temple, and commented on the offerings made by the rich and by a poor widow.  
· In stark contrast to the hypocritical behaviors of the teachers of the law at the end of Luke 20, the poor widow was sincere in her offering – “All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”  She is amazing!  
· Why should we offer to the Church?  
· Everything that we have is a gift of God, and we are his managers.  Among all what we have, the salvation is the greatest gift.  Our offerings are just returning a portion of what God gave us to serve His kingdom.  
· What does Bible say about offering?  How much is sufficient?  
· In the Old Testament, it is specified in Leviticus 27:30 and 32 that “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”  “The entire tithe of the herd and flock – every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd’s rod – will be holy to the Lord.”  Tithe was not mentioned in the New Testament.  
· What matters is the willingness, which is the motive of true generosity, no matter how small the amount that can be afforded.  NIV Study Bible, 2 Corinthian 8:12.  
· Discussion.  
· Should we offer gifts to God?  Yes.  Why, what, and how much?  Roman 12:1-2.  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  

· The Coming of the Kingdom of God – Remember Luke 17:20-37?  
· The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.  V. 20.  
· The Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other.  But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.  Verses 24, 25.  
· Remember Lot’s wife!  Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.  Verses 32, 33.  
· I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left.  Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left.  Verses 34, 35.  

· Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple (21:5-9)
· Picture what happened.  While they were in the temple, some of Jesus’ disciples commented on the magnificence of the temple.  In response, Jesus foretold the destruction of the temple.  
· One stone at the southwest corner was some 36 feet long.  “Whatever was not overlaid with gold was purest white.  Herod gave a golden vine for one of its decorations.  Its grape clusters were as tall as a man.  The full magnificence of the temple as elaborated and adorned by Herod has only recently come to light through archaeological investigations on the temple hill.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The destruction of the temple was fulfilled literally in A.D. 70 when the Romans under Titus completely destroyed Jerusalem and the temple building.  Stones were even pried apart to collect the gold leaf that melted from the roof when the temple was set upon fire.  Excavations in 1968 uncovered large numbers of these stones, toppled from the walls by the invaders.  NIV Study Bible, Matthew 24:2.  
· How did the disciple respond?  
· They asked two questions: “When will these things happen?  And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?”  Good questions.  
· Jesus then warned them about false teachers who claim to be the Christ.  This is a serious problem even to this day.  
· V. 9.  
· Some sections of this discourse refer to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, and others to Jesus’ coming at the end of the age.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Verse 9, in particular, refers to the end of this age (see Mt. 24:3, 6).  All the events listed in vv. 8-18 are characteristic of the entire present age, not just signs of to end of the age.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Nation Will Rise Against Nation (21:10-19)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus foretold the signs for the end of the age and then talked about persecution, and encouraged disciples.  
· Would persecution be possible today?  
· V. 11.  Great signs from heaven.  “But in those days, following that distress, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”  Mark 13:24-25.  
· V. 12.  Synagogues were centers for discipline as well as places of worship.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Verses 16-19.  
· This passage is a strong affirmation of God’s overriding control.  For some of His followers there will be a martyr’s death, for others deliverance.  Either way, God is brining His purposes to pass.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Although persecution and death may come, God is in control, and the ultimate outcome will be eternal victory.  Also in view of V. 16, V. 18 cannot refer to physical safety.  The figure indicates that there will be no real, i.e., spiritual, loss.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  
· Could similar kind of things happen today or in the recent past?  Yes, e.g., during China’s Cultural Revolution not too long ago.  Even now, if one is openly against gay marriage.  
· If it happens again in the future, will you be ready to testify for Jesus and put your trust Him?  Do we have the courage to be witness for Jesus?  

· Jesus Foretells Destruction of Jerusalem (21:20-24)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, and what people shouldn’t do at that time.  
· This section refers to the destruction of the city, not the end of time.  Reformation Study Bible.  As presented before, this has been realized in A.D. 70.  
· V. 21.  People would normally flee to a walled city for shelter from an invading army, but Jerusalem is doomed.  People must run away from it, not try to enter it.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· V. 22.  God’s retributive justice as the consequence of faithlessness (cf. Isa 63:4; Jer 5:29; Hos 9:7).  
· V. 24.  Until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  
· This may mean the time when the Gentiles lose their power over Israel, or when the gospel is preached to the Gentiles, or both.  
· Has this been realized yet?  One possible answer to the first interpretation above is the re-establishing of the Jewish state Israel in 1948, symbolizing the beginning of the end.  
· Discussions.  
· This kind of things happened many time since then, and may happen again in the future.  If it happens to you in the future, how would you face it?  

· The Coming of the Son of Man (21:25-28)
· Could you imagine the scene of Jesus’ second coming?  
· Picture what happened.  Attention now moves to the second coming of Christ.  It will be preceded by signs that will puzzle many.  He also encouraged his disciples.  
· V. 25.  
· It seems that the second coming of Christ will be accompanied by celestial events of biblical scale.  
· V. 28.  
· Do not downcast as the appearance of these signs, but look up in joy, hope and trust.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The word “redemption” means deliverance on payment of a price.  Jesus paid the price at Calvary, and He here looks forward to the final fulfillment of what that deliverance means.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  
· Would you look forward to the scene of the second coming of Christ?  How would you get ready for that?  

· The Lesson of the Fig Tree (21:29-33)
· When you look at trees outside, what do you see now?  What can you tell?  Is winter coming?  
· Picture what happened.  We cannot predict exactly the time of the end of the age, but Jesus said that we should be able to see the general trend in answering the second question raised by the disciples in V. 7.  
· V. 29.  The coming of spring is announced by the greening of the trees.  In a similar way, one can anticipate the coming of the kingdom when its signs are seen.  NIV Study Bible.  
· V. 32.  The Greek word “generation” usually means all the people alive at a given time, but it can also mean all of a certain kind of people, e.g., wicked or righteous.  The term can also mean “race”; if this is the meaning here it signifies that the Jews will continue to the end.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  
· What would be your signs for the coming of the kingdom of God?  What are the implications on you if you see those things happening?  

· Watch Yourselves (21:34-38)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus asked us to be always on the watch and pray.  
· V. 34.  Could these represent our life today?  Have we been distracted by many worldly things that we will not be ready on that day?  Can we follow what are taught in verses 14, 15, 18, and 19?  How?  
· V. 36.  “To stand before the Son of Man” – Signifies salvation at the last day.  
· Discussions.  
· How can we be always on the watch and pray?  
· Are you ready?  

· Wrapping up
· Based on what the Bible said, do you think that there is an end to the world?  What are the implications on you and me?  Again, remember Romans 12:1-2.  
· History many times repeats itself.  The time line for the universe, however, moves in one direction only, from the beginning to the end.  We are fortunate to live in this era of knowledge explosion, not under war, and can worship God freely.  Be appreciative, grasp the opportunity to know Him and serve Him, and be always on the watch and pray.  We have only one life to live, not nine.  
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