Luke 22, 5/4/12
· Opening

· Do you know how to write “righteousness” in traditional Chinese?  What does it mean?  Have you heard about the Passover?  What is the story about this important Jewish festival?  How about the Passover lamb to be sacrificed?  Who is the “Lamb of God,” who takes away the sin of the world?  (John 1:29)

· Have you seen the painting “Last Supper” by Leonardo da Vinci or copies of it?  What can you say about the painting?  What else do you know about the Last Supper beyond that painting?  
· If you knew that you would die tomorrow, what would you do today?  What would you tell your spouse and children?  Your good friends?  Why?  How would you expect them to react?  

· Do you remember what were discussed three weeks ago in Luke 21?  Jesus talked about offering, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the end of the age.  These happened during the last week of Jesus’ life on earth.  Now we move to the day before the Good Friday, and discuss the famous Last Supper, and what happened before, during, and after the Last Supper.  Let us see what Jesus did the day before his death, and how his disciples and the Jewish religious leaders responded.  Read the Bible Luke 22.  

· Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus (22:1-6) 

· Picture what happened.  As the Passover was approaching, the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for ways to get rid of Jesus quietly, and Judas discussed with them and agreed to betray Jesus.  
· Passover.  Passover was used in two different ways: 
· A specific meal begun at twilight on the 14th of Nisan (Lev 23:4-5); and 
· The week following the Passover meal (Eze 45:21), otherwise know as the Feast of Unleavened Bread, a week in which no leaven was allowed.  

· By NT time the two names for the week-long festival were virtually interchangeable.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “Passover lamb had to be sacrificed” – between 2:30 and 5:30 pm on the 14th of Nisan in the court of the priests.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why at the Passover?  
· Why did the chief priests and the teachers of the law look for ways to get rid of Jesus as the Passover was approaching?  Why didn’t they want to wait?  
· Why did Judas want to betray Jesus at that time?  
· It really didn’t matter what the chief priests and the teachers of the law did or what Judas did, Jesus was slain as the Passover lamb to take away the sin of the world (John 1:29).  The events were instituted by God.  
· Discussion.  

· Do you have the experience of hardening your heart to do something you knew was wrong but still did it?  
· Setting up the Passover with the Disciples (22:7-13) 
· Picture what happened.  Peter and John prepared the Passover dinner following Jesus’ instructions.  

· A man carrying a jar would stand out, because pitchers were used by women, and men carried water in skins.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· What do you think about the series of events?  

· It seems that Jesus already knew what would happen next and things are under control.  Also by such instructions, it would be difficult for Judas to know exactly the location of the Passover dinner so that the dinner wouldn’t be interrupted.  
· The Last Supper: Institution of the Lord’s Supper (22:14-23)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus knew that it would be his last supper on earth, and was eagerly desired to have it.  He instituted the Lord’s Supper there.  
· It appears that Luke does not attempt to be strictly chronological in his account of the Last Supper.  He records the most important part of the occasion first – the sharing of the bread and the cup.  Then he tells of Jesus’ comments about his betrayer and about the argument over who would be greatest, though both of these subjects seem to have been introduced earlier.  John’s Gospel (13:26-30), e.g., indicates that Judas had already left the room before the bread and cup of the Lord’s Supper were shared, but Luke does not tell when he left.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Jesus yearned to have this Passover with his disciples because it was the last occasion before he was to be slain as the perfect “Passover lamb” (1 Co 5:7) and thus fulfill this sacrifice for all time.  Jesus would eat no more Passover meals until the coming of the future kingdom.  After this he will renew fellowship with those who through the ages have commemorated the Lord’s Supper.  Finally the fellowship will be consummated in the great messianic “wedding banquet” to come (Rev 19:9).  NIV Study Bible.  

· Why did Jesus institute the Lord’s Supper?  What are in there?  

· “Until the kingdom of God comes.”  This is an important aspect of the Lord’s Supper; it points to the Second Coming of Christ.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “This is my body.”  This has been much discussion of these words.  The verb “is” in this instance does not mean “is identical with,” but something more like “represents,” “signifies,” or perhaps “conveys.”  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Just as the Passover was a constant reminder and proclamation of God’s redemption of Israel from bondage in Egypt, so the keeping of Christ’s command would be a remembering and proclaiming of the deliverance of believers from the bondage of sin through Christ’s atoning work on the cross.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “The new covenant.”  By His death, Jesus offers the sacrifice that ratifies the new covenant of Jer. 31:31-34.  Reformation Study Bible.  How wonderful!  
· Woe to that man who betrays him.  Jesus would fulfill prophecy and go as it had been decreed, but this does not lessen the guilt of the one who betrayed Him.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  

· Have you participated in the Lord’s Supper or communion?  In what attitude should we participate in Lord’s Supper?  
· Would Jesus institute communion if he didn’t know that he would be risen after death?  

· What are the major differences between the Old Testament and the New Testament?  

· The Last Supper: Who is the Greatest and Foretelling Peter’s Denial (22:24-38)
· Picture what happened.  The disciples disputed about which of them was the greatest.  Jesus told them what the greatest meant.  Jesus also foretold the denials of Peter – whom was considered the leader of the disciples.  Jesus then told the disciples what to expect in the future.  
· Why did the disciples argue which of them was the greatest at this moment?  
· Maybe they were fighting for the “after Jesus” leadership position.  This is not uncommon in worldly societies, e.g., in political parties, companies, or mafias.  
· What was Jesus’ teaching?  
· Jesus urges and exemplifies servant leadership – a trait that was as uncommon then as it is now.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The servant leadership does not end in this world, but continues to the kingdom of God: “I confer on you a kingdom, just as my father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom.”  

· Furthermore, that the disciples should serve rather than seek greatness does not mean they will go unnoticed.  Jesus makes it clear that He knows how they have stood with Him, and that there will be a place for them in the kingdom.  They are promised a wonderful future that includes judging the tribes of Israel.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· “Benefactors.”  A title assumed by or voted for rulers in Egypt, Syria and Rome as a display of honor, but frequently not representing actual service rendered.  NIV Study Bible.  
· With the above encouragement comes the warning about what they should expect in the future.  Satan wanted to test the disciples, hoping to bring them to spiritual ruin.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The word “you” in 22:31 is plural.  Satan had asked permission to trouble all the disciples.  Notice that Satan has no power to act outside the area God allows him.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The word “you” in 22:32 is singular.  When Peter has come through the trial he is to strengthen others.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The future will not be as easy for the disciples as in the past.  
· “Sword.”  This is probably not meant literally, but it was a way of saying that they face a dangerous future.  Jesus Himself faces the fulfillment of Is. 53:12 and His followers will surely experience resistance and persecution.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· “Enough.”  The disciples take the words about the sword literally, and Jesus’ reply means, “Enough of that sort of talk.”  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  

· How should Christians treat each other?  Do you see that in the UCBSG or in the Church?  
· Could you see from Peter the differences between things come from man vs. things come from God?  
· How could we reduce in us things originated from man while increasing things from God?  
· Even today, Christians in many parts of the world are being persecuted.  Are we fortunate to have the opportunity to study the Bible and learn God’s words freely?  God has a purpose for all these.  Be ready!  
· If you were put in Jesus’ position, what would you say in the Last Supper?  If you knew you would die tomorrow, what would you say to your spouse and children?  Your good friends?  Why?  How would you expect them to react?  

· Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives (22:39-46)
· Picture what happened.  After supper, Jesus went out to the Mount of Olives to pray earnestly.  “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  Disciples were asleep.  
· This would be the last moment that Jesus had with the disciples.  Why did he pray as opposed to sharing and saying farewell to them?  What and how did Jesus pray?  In the mean time, what did Jesus ask the disciple to do?  
· “This cup.”  A symbol of suffering and divine anger (Is. 51:17; Ezek. 23:33).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· “Not my will.”  As One who had taken upon Himself a complete human nature, it was natural for Jesus to shrink from the horror of the cross, a horror magnified by his knowledge that in dying He would be forsaken by God and experience the weight of divine anger on sin.  Nevertheless, Jesus is determined to follow the will of His Father.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  

· Why did the disciples fell asleep?  Do you share their experience?  
· Do you share the experience of Jesus when you had urgent things to pray?  
· Do you share the experience of Jesus facing sleepy disciples?  What did you do?  What should you do?  
· Jesus Arrested (22:47-53) 

· Picture what happened.  Judas led people to arrest Jesus.  The use of swords by the disciples.  Jesus’ reaction – This is your hour when darkness reigns.  

· The crowd was sent by the chief priest, elders (Mt 26:47) and teachers of the law (Mk 14:43), and they carried swords and clubs.  Included was a detachment of soldiers with officials of the Jews (v. 52).  NIV Study Bible.  

· What happened during the arrest?  

· The signal of kissing had been prearranged to identify Jesus to the authorities (Mt 26:48).  It was unnecessary because Jesus identified himself (John 18:5), but Judas acted out his plan anyway.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The servant of the high priest is Malchus, and Simon Peter struck the blow (John 18:10).  

· Healed him.  Jesus rectified the wrong done by his follower.  No faith on the part of Malchus was involved, but to allow such action would have been contrary to the teaching of Jesus.  NIV Study Bible.  

· A furtive arrest at night suits this effort of the forces of spiritual darkness.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· What happened to the disciples?  
· “Then everyone deserted him and fled.”  Mark 15:50.  

· Discussion.  

· Why didn’t Jesus want the disciples to strike the crowd with their two swords?  

· If you were one of the disciples there, what would you do?  

· Peter Disowns Jesus (22:54-62) 
· Picture what happened.  Peter disowned Jesus three times.  The rooster crowed, Jesus looked straight at Peter, and Peter went out and wept bitterly.  

· Jesus was taken first to the high priest who had ordered his arrest.  All four gospels give more space to the trial than to the Crucifixion.  They are answering questions about why the Jews condemned Jesus and why the Romans executed him, and brining out his identity as the Son of God and King of the Jews.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· All four gospels say that the first challenge to Peter came from a servant girl, but the second variously from the same girl (Mark 14:69), a different girl (Matt. 26:71), or a man (Luke 22:58).  Servants were around a fire in a courtyard; a challenge from any of them would be taken up by others and there would have been several voices challenging Peter.  The threefold denial fulfills the prediction of v. 34.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The Lord .. looked straight at Peter.  Peter was outside in the enclosed courtyard, and perhaps Jesus was being taken from the trial by Caiaphas to the Sanhedrin when Jesus caught Peter’s eye.  NIV Study Bible.  

· Discussion: 

· All the disciples fled when Jesus was arrested, except Peter later followed Jesus into the house of the high priest.  What happened to him, especially in light of what he said in 22:33?  Also, during his first two denials, did he realize that he was denying the Lord?  
· What happened to Peter later?  See John 21:15-17.  
· If you were Peter, what would you do?  Do you have the experience of your own in denying Jesus?  Did you experience the healing from God also?  
· To be a Christian, should we rely on our own strength?  Or is this a change of life?  

· Jesus Is Mocked and Jesus Before the Council (22:63-71)
· Picture what happened.  The soldiers mocked Jesus.  The Council’s charge on Jesus – He is the Son of God.  

· What happened during the trial by the Sanhedrin?  
· At daybreak.  Only after daylight could a legal trial take place for the whole council (Sanhedrin).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Luke does not speak of a formal accusation or of a trial according to proper procedure.  The Sanhedrin simply required Jesus to incriminate himself according to their understanding of the Messiah.  This He declines to do, as they would not believe him.  But he does say that a change is coming (“from now on,” v. 69) and that He will be in the place of highest honor in heaven.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Jesus had conceded to the Sanhedrin’s charge that he claimed to be the Son of God, and as far as they were concerned he was guilty of blasphemy (cf. Matt 26:65).  Persuading the Romans would require a different charge, but for the Sanhedrin the matter was over.  Jesus was guilty in their eyes, and it remained only to secure his execution.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Was blasphemy a serious crime?  
· Lev 24:15-16.  “If anyone curses his God, he will be held responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of the Lord must be put to death.  The entire assembly must stone him.”  

· Is blasphemy a serious crime now?  
· Discussion.    

· For a person who is not the Son of God but claim to be the Son of God, he should be stoned to death based on the law.  How about if the true Son of God came claiming to be the Son of God?  

· How do we know if someone is truly the Son of God?  Is Jesus the Son of God?  
· Wrapping up

· Jesus is the Passover’s sacrificial lamb.  He died for our sins on the cross so that we can pass through the valley of the shadow of death and fear no evil.  He would confer on us a kingdom so that we may eat and drink at His table in the kingdom of God.  Come and trust in Him.  
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