Luke 20, 3/30/12

· Opening
· If you want to put your boss or advisor on the spot by asking him or her some difficult questions, what would you ask?  Could you imagine how uneasy he/she would be?  If you want to put Jesus on the spot, what questions would you ask?  Could you imagine his answers?  
· When a USSR astronaut was orbiting the earth, he looked around and could not see God.  He then declared that God didn’t exist.  Where is God?  When was he born and where was he born?  Is He limited to our 3D space and 1D time?  If God indeed created space and time, would he be limited by them?  However, it is difficult for us to comprehend beyond our limited capacities.  Nevertheless people did try to imagine what could happen beyond our 4D world.  For example, have you watched the movie Time Machine?  Terminator II?  Briefly explain.  
· Last Friday, we studied Luke 19.  It has four episodes, talking about Zacchaeus the tax collector seeking Jesus, the parable of the ten minas, Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and Jesus at the temple – cleansed the area and taught there.  It was less then one week before Jesus’ crucifixion, and the key message was that we should recognize the time of God’s coming to us.  Tonight, we shall examine several exciting exchanges between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders, all pointing to who Jesus is.  The exchanges also pointed out the limited knowledge and dishonesty of the Jewish religious leaders, and some insights about the mysterious salvation and resurrection.  Want to find out?  Read Luke 20.  

· The Authority of Jesus Questioned (20:1-8) 
· Picture what happened.  The Jewish religious leaders questioned Jesus’ authority to cleanse the temple area, and Jesus countered by asking them about the authority of John the Baptist.  
· Why did the chief priests, teachers of the law, and the elders ask Jesus such a question?  
· They had asked this of John the Baptist (John 1:19-25) and of Jesus early in his ministry (John 2:18-22).  Here the reference is to the cleansing of the temple, which not only defied the authority of the Jewish leaders but also hurt their monetary profits.  The leaders may also have been looking for a way to discredit Jesus in the eyes of the people or raise suspicion on him as a threat to the authority of Rome.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Did Jesus answer the question?  
· By replying with a question, Jesus put the burden on his opponents – indicating only two alternatives: The work of John was either God-inspired or man-devised.  By refusing to answer, they placed themselves in an awkward position.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Jesus was not avoiding their question.  John had testified that Jesus was the Messiah.  If they answered Jesus’ question truthfully, they would have the answer to their own.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· In addition, Jesus answered their question in the “Parable of the Tenants” in the next paragraph.  
· Were the Jewish leaders forthright in their response?  
· No.  They were not concerned with the truth, but with the consequences of their possible answers.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  
· How should we answer tricky questions – answering forthright or based on political expedience?  Also, are we candid in treating each other?  
· Based on your own belief, who is Jesus and by what authority did he do those things?  

· The Parable of the Tenants (20:9-19)
· How many of you are paying rent?  What happens if you pay a few days late?  A few months late?  How many of you are landlords?  What happens if your tenants are late in paying rent by a few days or a few months?  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus used the parable of the tenants to say who he was and to foretell his death.  
· This parable is reminiscent of Isa 5:1-7.  NIV Study Bible.  
· In accordance with a kind of sharecropping agreement, a fixed amount was due the landowners.  At the proper time he would expect to receive his share.  
· The tenants are the Jews, or their leaders.  The servants represent the Old Testament prophets, many of whom were killed.  The son represents Christ, who was condemned to death by the religious leaders.  
· “Others” in v. 16 represents Gentiles, to whom Paul turned to when the Jews, for the most part, rejected the gospel.  By the second century the church was composed almost entirely of Gentiles.  
· The tenants are a vivid picture of the nation that persistently rejected the messengers of God sent to call them to repentance.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Reformation Study Bible: 
· Normally a landowner confronted with persistent refusal to pay and with abuse of his messengers would have taken strong measures.  But just as this landowner keeps giving the tenants the opportunity for repentance, so God continues to reach out to sinners.  
· The tenants had refused to acknowledge their owner by not paying rent, and they further reasoned that with the heir out of the way, they could establish their own title to the land.  Jesus is making the point that the nation had behaved outrageously toward God.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Additionally, 
· Vineyard can be viewed as the world, and we are entrusted by God to “manage” the world.  We do not “own” the world.  However, many times we don’t recognize God, and want to be god ourselves.  
· Corner stone.  
· It may be a large stone in the foundation, laid at the corner and determining the position of two walls.  Or it may be the stone at the top of the corner binding the building together.  
· Jesus quoted Ps. 118:22.  The salvation that God provided is a complete reversal of what people thought at that time, and many people think today.  
· As a pot dashed against a stone is broken, and as one lying beneath a falling stone is crushed, so those who reject Jesus the Messiah will be doomed.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Did teachers of the law and the chief priests understand what Jesus said?  Yes.  Did they repent?  No.  Rather, they looked for a way to arrest him immediately.  
· Discussions.  
· Are we like those tenants in our daily lives?  Can we sense the opportunities that God is giving us to repent?  More importantly, do we recognize Jesus as the Son of God?  
· Can we recognize that God’s way is a complete reversal of accepted values?  If so, do we accept it in our daily lives and follow God’s way?  
· As we discussed in Ch. 19, we are entrusted by God as managers of the world, and have responsibilities to the world and to God.  

· Paying Taxes to Caesar (20:20-26)
· Do you love to pay taxes?  Do you pay taxes?  Why taxes?  Do we own the resources that we now have or are we simply managers of the resources God entrusts to us?  
· Picture what happened.  The “spies” sent by Jewish religious leaders questioned Jesus if they should pay taxes to Caesar.  Why was the question?  What was Jesus’ answer?  .  
· Fearing to take action themselves, the Jewish religious leaders hoped to draw from Jesus some statement that would bring action from the Roman officials and remove him from his contact with the people.  NIV Study Bible.  In this regards, they sent “spies,” who pretended to be honest, to catch Jesus in something he said.  
· How was the question asked?  
· The flattering approach was doubtless meant to put Jesus off guard.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· From the point of view of the questioners, the answer had to put Jesus at odds with either the Romans or the Jews, who resented taxes.  Reformation Study Bible.  Clever!  
· How would you answer the question if you were asked?  How did Jesus answer the question?  
· Jesus made it clear that there are duties owed to God, but also duties to the state.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· We live in the world and we have to obey the laws of the world, and at the same time, we worship God in the spirit and yearn for the coming of the kingdom of God.  There is the separation of church and state.  However, the two may interact in non-trivial manners, and the key is to clearly see through things while having the right attitude and priority.  
· Discussions.  
· Can we differentiate things belonging to God and things belonging to the state?  Examples?  Legal penalties resulting from crimes vs. forgiveness by God.  
· Jesus is not a king of the state in a military or political sense.  Rather, He is the Son of God, and His kingdom doesn’t belong to this world.  

· The Resurrection and Marriage (20:27-40)
· In many sad novels or movies, lovers could not get married for some reasons and committed suicide wishing to be together in the next life.  Is there life after death?  If so, would people get married there?  
· Picture what happened.  The spies were not successful, and there came another group of people with a very delicate question.  The Sadducees questioned Jesus about resurrection through a nice example of marriage and death.  Jesus briefly explained what it looks like in heaven.  
· Background information.  
· Sadducees.  An aristocratic, politically minded group, willing to compromise with secular and pagan leaders.  They controlled the high priesthood at this time and held the majority of the seats in the Sanhedrin.  They did not believe in the resurrection or an afterlife, and they rejected the oral tradition taught by the Pharisees.  NIV Study Bible.  
· When a Jew died childless his brother was required to marry the widow, and the first son would become the heir of the deceased (Deut 25:5-10).  The Sadducees clearly thought that their story made nonsense of the doctrine of resurrection.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Q&A
· The Sadducees assumed that if there were an afterlife it would be something like a repetition of this life.  Jesus denied this.  Marriage is an essential part of this life but not of the next, therefore their question was invalid.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· At the resurrection there will be a change in nature, and believers will have resurrection bodies like that of Christ (1 Cor. 15:20-26, 35-58).  Jesus’ point is not that human beings will be exactly like angels, but that the mode of existence of angels, and in particular their immortality provides a clue to the post-resurrection existence of believers, who will also be immortal (1 Cor. 15:42, 52-55).  Marriage and procreation will no longer be necessary or appropriate to immortal bodies.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Jesus also draws an interesting proof that people live after this life from a well-known part of Scripture – the account of the bush (Exodus 3:6).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· To know God cannot be based on analysis or reasoning alone.  Rather, since God is spirit, we need to know Him and worship Him in the spirit.  
· “For to him all are alive.”  Wow, what a precious verse!  
· It is interesting to note v. 35 that “But those who are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage.”  Not everyone will enter the kingdom of God.  We need to accept God’s salvation, i.e., accepting Jesus the Christ as our savior.  
· Discussions.  
· Similar to what was discussed in previous paragraphs, we have to see through the differences between lives in this world and lives in the kingdom of God.  Many times it is difficult for us to comprehend what life will be after this life.  Can you understand what Jesus said here?  What do you think about the verse that “for to him all are alive”?  

· Whose Son Is the Christ (20:41-47)
· Picture what happened.  Following the discussion on Resurrection and Marriage, Jesus raised a question about the complicated relationship between Christ, King David, and he himself.  Why?  To further explain who he is.  
· Psalm 110:1 
· Who is “the Lord”?  God.  Who is “my Lord”?  The Messiah, who is believed to be a decedent of David (Romans 1:3).  
· Can you draw the time line of David, Jesus, “the Lord,” and “my lord”?  Is it easy to explain?  Following the ideas of the Time Machine or Terminator II, could you somehow explain the time line now?  
· By popular definition, David was more important than any of his descendants.  How could David call the Messiah his “Lord”?  Jesus is teaching that the Messiah is not simply the Son of David; He is the Son of God and so David’s Lord.  Jesus’ Messiahship may be understood in part from his title “Son of David,” but there are other aspects as well.  He could not be regarded simply as “David” all over again.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  
· Could you now explain the time line?  From your explanation, who is Jesus?  
· Combining the previous paragraphs, Jesus is the resurrected Son of God.  

· Wrapping up
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Can you summarize the exchanges between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders?  Were you amazed by what Jesus said?  
· Hope that you can better understand who Jesus is, see through the relationship between our lives in this world and our citizenships in the kingdom of God, and live accordingly.  
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