Luke 11, 1/6/12
· Opening

· Happy New Year!  
· If you are invited to a dinner party, is it good to fight with the host or his good friends at the table?  Why or why not?  Are there things worth fighting at that time?  
· Do you want to see miraculous signs?  Do we need a sign to believe in God?  If so, what signs do you need to see?  Are there still miraculous signs today?  
· What is pray?  Is praying important?  Why or why not?  How should one pray?  Would God listen to and answer prayers?  Why or why not?  As a parent, how would you treat your children’s requests?  

· In Luke 10, we discussed Jesus’ sending out 72 disciples, the parable of the Good Samaritan, and what happened at the home of Martha and Mary.  Today, we shall continue to study Luke 11 talking about how to pray, Jesus vs. the prince of demons, the sign of Jonah, and six woes to Pharisees and experts in the law.  A very precious chapter.  Read the Bible Luke 11.  
· Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer (11:1-13, and see also Matthew 6:9-13) 

· When you meet a black belt in martial art, what would you ask him?  Fishing or cooking?  When you meet an opera singer, what would you ask her?  How to sing country music?  Why did disciples ask Jesus to teach them how to pray?  

· Picture what happened.  Upon request, Jesus taught his disciples how to pray, and explained how God would respond to our prayers.  

· Why should we pray?  How to pray?  This paragraph is similar to Matthew 6:9-13.  We can see several important elements in the Lord’s Prayer: 
· Praise (v. 2)

· Request (verses 2, 3, and 4)

· Repentance (v. 4)

· A few notes: 

· This prayer is a model of brevity, asking first for God to be glorified and then for the needs of human life.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The request on God’s affairs (v.2) is before our personal issues (v.3, 4).  Why in this order?  “Let your first care be for his kingdom and his righteousness; and all these other things will be given to you in addition.”  (Matt. 6:33)  
· Christians forgive others in response to God’s forgiveness; but if they do not forgive others, they cannot claim God’s forgiveness for themselves.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· The Father may test us, but He will not allow us to be tempted beyond our capacity – Nevertheless pray that we are not led into temptation.  

· Pray that God’s will be done on us as it is in heaven.  
· We don’t need to literally copy Lord’s Prayer every time, but all the basic elements and spirit should be covered.  

· How would God respond to our prayers?  

· Jesus used a parable of asking a friend for bread at midnight to explain God’s response to prayers – Because of the man’s boldness or persistence; he will get up and give him as much as he needs.  Jesus urged persistence.  
· A very precious promise from God: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”  How wonderful!  Have you asked??  
· Would God give us whatever we asked for?  No.  “Which of your father, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  This is consistent to Lord’s Prayer discussed before.  
· We need to pray for the Holy Spirit persistently!  
· Discussions.  

· Usually how do you pray?  Asking for this and asking for that?  Has God listened to your prayers?  
· Major components of a prayer: Praising, thanksgiving, intercession, requesting (e.g., the items in the Lord’s Prayer), and repenting.  Also, be persistent!  
· Jesus and Beelzebub (11:14-28)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus drove out a demon, but some said that Jesus’ power was from Beelzebub – the prince of demons, and some asked for a sign from heaven.  
· Were those reasonable responses by the crowd?  What were reflected by those comments?  What would your comments be if you were in the crowd?  
· If we were Jesus, how would we respond to such an accusation?  How did Jesus respond?  NIV Study Bible: 
· If Satan gave power to Jesus, who opposed him in every way, Satan would be supporting an attack upon himself – His kingdom would not stand.  

· The followers of Pharisees claimed to drive out demons by the power of God, and Jesus claimed the same.  So to accuse Jesus of using Satanic power was implicitly to condemn their own followers as well.  

· After a demon has been driven out of a person, is he/she all set?  No.  If he does not welcome the kingdom of God, then his condition could be worse than before.  
· A life reformed but lacking God’s presence is open to re-occupancy by evil.  NIV Study Bible.  
· V. 21.  Jesus was stronger than Beelzebub, and by his exorcism of demons he demonstrated that he had overpowered Satan and disarmed him.  It was therefore foolish to suggest that Jesus had cast out demon by Satan’s power.  NIV Study Bible.  
· V. 23.  The one who does not intentionally support Jesus opposes him, making neutrality impossible.  Even the worker in 9:50, whom the disciples described as “not one of us,” was apparently a believer, acting in Jesus’ name, and Jesus did not condemn him.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussions.  

· Is this a binary world – people are divided into good persons and bad persons?  Not really, and we have been taught about this since we were very young.  However, from God’s point view, is this a binary world?  Based on what criteria?  Is that fair?  

· If God has helped us upon matters in our life on earth, can we just say “thank you” and go away, not interacting with God any more?  What does the story in verses 24-26 reminds us?  Is spiritual neutrality possible?  

· The Sign of Jonah (11:29-36)
· Have you heard about the story of Jonah?  What is it?  What are the implications?  
· Now go back to vv. 15 and 16.  We talked about v. 15.  Now let us examine v. 16.  

· Picture what happened.  No sign is to be given to this generation except the sign of Jonah.  Ninevites.  Queen of the South.  Solomon.  We need to be able to see the spiritual light and then we will be lighted.  
· People asked for a sign from heaven right after Jesus drove out a demon.  
· Was driving out a demon a sign by itself?  Why were they satisfied?  

· They were asking for a sign of a much larger and grandiose scale, e.g., what Moses did in the wilderness feeding millions of people for 40 years.  

· Did Jesus show them a sign upon request?  No.  Why not?  Didn’t Jesus just say “Ask and it will be given to you”?  
· What did Jesus say instead?  He used two examples:
· The sign of Jonah.  See the Book of Jonah.  Jonah was sent by God to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, to preach against it.  However, Jonah ran away because he hated the Ninevites – Assyria was an enemy of Israel at that time, and only a few decades later, it destroyed the northern kingdom.  

· During the journey, Jonah spent three days “buried” in a large fish, just as Jesus would be buried for three days before his resurrection.  
· The Ninevites repented when Jonah preached (Jon 3:6-10).  

· Queen of the South.  Queen of Sheba made a long and difficult journey to hear Solomon (1 King 10).  Reformation Study Bible.
· If the queen of Sheba responded positively to the Wisdom of Solomon, and the men of Nineveh to the preaching of Jonah, how much more should the people of Jesus’ day have responded to the ministry of Jesus, who is infinitely greater than Solomon or Jonah?  NIV Study Bible.  
· Also, Jesus’ messages were not hidden, but quite open, like a lamp on its stand.  

· How about you and me – Should we respond to Jesus’ teaching?
· How come people could not comprehend what Jesus said and did?  Their spiritual eyes were blinded.  If they could see, then their whole body would be full of light.

· Why did Jesus start teaching on the importance of eyes with a parable of a lamp?  Because people usually know how to properly exert the function of a lamp of enlightening people.  Therefore, Jesus’ underlying words are: do open your eyes to see so that you will be spiritually enlightened!  

· Discussions.  

· For those who has not trusted in God yet, would you believe in God if you see a miracle?  Truly?  Would Jesus’ teaching, words in the Bible, the amazing creation, and people’s testimonies be sufficient for us to trust in God?  What else would you need?  
· Did Jesus later show them a sign from heaven?  What was it?  

· Six Woes (11:37-54)
· When do you wash hands?  Why or why not?  Before a meal?  
· Picture what happened.  Following the discussion of ceremonial washing and cleanness, Jesus warned the Pharisees and experts in the law about six woes.  
· It all started with not washing hands before a meal.  Should we wash hands before a meal?  Yes for reasons of hygiene.  Was this the reason why the Pharisees were astonished that Jesus did not wash hands before dinner?  Reformation Study Bible: 
· Pharisees’ washing was not for reasons of hygiene, but for ceremonial purity.  The hands made contact with all sorts of things, some of which may have been ritually defiling.  Scrupulous Jews purified themselves by washing their hands before eating so that defiled hands would not contaminate their food.  

· Pharisees were scrupulous about the rules for outward ceremonial cleanness.  Yet people could keep them all and still be defiled inwardly.  

· When one gives to the poor there must be a right inner attitude.  When the inside is right, all is clean.  
· Unfortunately, the Pharisees could not see the above.  Why not?
· Woe to the Pharisees and experts in the law – Those who do not realize their spiritual poverty but rely on their outward achievement will reap disaster in the end.  The term “woe” often introduces a prophetic oracle of doom.  Reformation Study Bible: 
· Woe 1: V. 42.  Tithing was intended as a joyful and thankful offering expressing love for God, but the Pharisees, by counting up stalks of mint and the like, had turned it into a burdensome duty.  

· Woe 2: V. 43.  The Pharisees loved elaborate salutations showing them to be important.  

· Woe 3: V. 44.  Touching a grave made a person ceremonially defiled, so graves were whitewashed to warn people.  An unmarked grave was a hidden source of ritual impurity.  

· Woe 4: V. 46.  The legal experts added to the law many regulations meant to ensure that the law itself would not be broken, but which imposed a heavy burden on people.  

· Woe 5: V. 47.  The second woe involves the lawyers’ hypocrisy in building monuments to the prophets, although it was their fathers who killed those same prophets, and they themselves continue to “kill and persecute” them (v. 49) (ESV Study Bible), including Jesus.  
· Abel was the first person murdered (Gen 4:8), and Zechariah’s murder may be the last in the Old Testament (2 Chr. 24:21-22).  
· Woe 6: V. 52.  Through their traditional interpretation of the law, the “lawyers” had made it impossible for ordinary people to understand the true meaning of the law.  The Pharisees and lawyers themselves also used their traditions to evade the demands of the law (cf. Mark 7:5-13).  
· Discussions.  

· Are we self-righteous?  Are we like the Pharisees?  Are we trying to follow the teaching of Jesus in various aspects of our lives, or are we just content to comply with the new sets of Christian behavior patterns and traditions?  
· What are the implications of this paragraph on the Lord’s Prayer?  

· Wrapping up

· This is a very precious chapter.  Hope that we understand the essence and importance of prayer, and worship God in the spirit and in the truth.  Also hope that we have spiritual eyes and see God’s calling of his people to do his work.  
· 1 Corinthians 1:22.  “Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.”  
Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow, Chunlong Liu and David Huang, 1/5/12, 
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