Genesis 1, In the Beginning, 3/13/09

· Opening
· We can clone cows, sheep, and many other animals.  However, Red Cross many times asks people to donate blood.  Why?  Is it easy to create things out of nothing?  To create life from non-living materials?    
· What are Chinese legends about the creation of the world?  How about western legends?  Near Eastern legends?  
· How would you describe the creation of the world?  The creation of the universe?  
· After half a year’s study of the Gospel of John, for the remaining part of the spring semester and the summer we will study selected topics in the Book of Genesis – from the creation of the world, the first couple Adam and Eve, to the fall of men, and the stories of Abraham and his descendants Isaac, Jacob (Israel), and Joseph.  An exciting and intriguing series.  Tonight, we shall have a brief overview of Genesis, and then dive right into Chapter 1, the Creation of the World.  Read Genesis 1-2:3.  

· Overview of Genesis 
· Primeval History.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Author: Moses – born 1526 BC.
· The first eleven chapters of Genesis differ from those that follow.  Chapters 12–50 focus on one main family line in considerable detail, whereas chapters 1–11 could be described as a survey of the world before Abraham.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Have you read Genesis before?  What would you say about it?  Is it a textbook in science?  In anthropology?  Are the things recorded in Genesis true?  Roughly true?  Or they are fundamentally wrong?  How should we view Genesis in the 21st Century?  The Big Bang?  The origin of the human race (next time)?  
· An analogy of the above is the validity of Newton’s Laws of Motion.  Do you know Newton’s Laws of Motion?  Are they correct?  Although they are not 100% precise (it breaks down at some point and at that time we need to use Einstein’s Theory of Relativity to explain things), it is accurate enough for most of our daily use.  Genesis doesn’t explain things in detail, but it is accurate enough that there is no basic conflict with science as we know now, and we can have faith in God's words.  
· Theme of Genesis.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Other ancient non-biblical stories do exist recounting stories about both creation and the flood.  The existence of such stories, however, does not in any way challenge the authority or the inspiration of Genesis.  In fact, the non-biblical stories stand in sharp contrast to the biblical account, and thus help readers appreciate the unique nature and character of the biblical accounts of creation and the flood.  ESV Study Bible.  
· There is only one God, whose word is almighty.  He has only to speak and the world comes into being.  The sun and moon are not gods in their own right, but are created by the one God.  This God does not need feeding by man, as the Babylonians believed they did by offering sacrifices, but he supplies man with food.  ESV Study Bible.  
· These principles, which emerge so clearly in Genesis 1–11, are truths that run through the rest of Scripture.  The unity of God is fundamental to biblical theology, as is his almighty power, his care for mankind, and his judgment on sin.  It may not always be obvious how these chapters relate to geology and archaeology, but their theological message is very clear.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Overview of Genesis 1
· How would you divide this chapter?  
· Overview.
· Gen. 1:1–2:3 God’s Creation and Ordering of Heaven and Earth.  The book of Genesis opens with a majestic description of how God first created the heavens and earth and then how he ordered the earth so that it may become his dwelling place.  Structured into seven sections, each marked by the use of set phrases, the entire episode conveys the picture of the all-powerful, transcendent God who sets everything in place with consummate skill in conformity to his grand design.  The emphasis is mainly on how God orders or structures everything.  The structure of the account is as follows: after giving the setting (1:1–2), the author describes the six workdays (1:3–31) and the seventh day, God’s Sabbath (2:1–3).  Each of the six workdays follows the same pattern: it begins with “and God said,” and closes with “and there was evening and there was morning, the nth day.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Readers are introduced in the first three days to Day, Night, the Heavens, Earth, Seas—all these items, and only these, being specifically named by God.  In days 4–6 the three distinctive regions are populated: the Heavens with lights and birds; the Seas with fish and swarming creatures; and the Earth with livestock and creeping things.  God finally gives authority to human beings, as his vice-regents, to govern all these living creatures.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The ultimate purpose is that the whole earth should become the temple of God, the place of his presence, and should display his glory.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Beginning (1:1-2) 
· Picture what happened.    
· Does the world have a beginning?  What does the Big Bang theory say about this?  
· In the beginning.
· This opening verse can be read as the first event, the origin of the heavens and the earth (sometime before the first day), including the creation of matter, space, and time.  Although the Hebrew word for “God,” ’Elohim, is plural in form (possibly to express majesty), the verb “create” is singular, indicating that God is thought of as one being.  Genesis is consistently monotheistic in its outlook, in marked contrast to other ancient Near Eastern accounts of creation.  There is only one God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The initial description of the earth as being without form and void, a phrase repeated within the OT only in Jer. 4:23, implies that it lacked order and content.  The reference to darkness . . . over the face of the deep points to the absence of light.  This initial state will be transformed by God’s creative activity: the Spirit of God was hovering.  This comment creates a sense of expectation; something is about to happen.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The effect of the opening words of the Bible is to establish that God, in his inscrutable wisdom, sovereign power, and majesty, is the Creator of all things that exist.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The First Day (1:3-5) 
· Picture what happened.  
· And God said.    
· The absolute power of God is conveyed by the fact that he merely speaks and things are created.  Each new section of the chapter is introduced by God’s speaking.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Let there be light.  Light is the first of God’s creative works, which God speaks into existence.  The light was good (v. 4).  Everything that God brings into being is good.  This becomes an important refrain throughout the chapter (see vv. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31).  ESV Study Bible.  
· On the first three days God creates the environment that the creatures of days 4–6 will inhabit; thus, sea and sky (day 2) are occupied by fish and birds created on day 5 (see chart).  
· Discussion.    
· What kind of “days” does Genesis 1 describe?  How long ago is this supposed to have happened?  ESV Study Bible: By a simple reading of Genesis, these days must be described as days in the life of God, but how his days relate to human days is more difficult to determine (cf. Ps. 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8).  

· The Second Day (1:6-8) 
· Picture what happened.  
· An expanse to separate water from water.
· What does it mean?  Expense: Sky.  Water above the expense: Cloud, fog, etc.  Water below the expense: Water on the surface of the earth.  
· Why waters?  Water is a key to life.  The biblical creation account sits in stark contrast to Near Eastern mythological polytheism.  In the biblical account, water at creation is no deity; it is simply something God created, and it serves as material in the hands of the sole sovereign Creator.  

· The Third Day (1:9-13) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Seas and land.  
· Two further regions are organized by God: the dry land forming Earth, and the waters forming Seas (vv. 9–10).  These are the last objects to be specifically named by God.  God then instructs the earth to bring forth vegetation (vv. 11–12).  The creation of distinctive locations in days 1–3, along with vegetation, prepares for the filling of these in days 4–6.  
· Discussion.  
· How could there be vegetation before there was sun (Day 4)?  The sun was there; just that no one could see it because of thick clouds – still, light on earth is possible.  

· The Fourth Day (1:14-19) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Sun, moon, stars and seasons.  
· This section corresponds closely with the ordering of Day and Night on the first day, involving the separation of light and darkness (vv. 3–5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· By referring to them as the greater light and lesser light (v. 16), the text avoids using terms that were also proper names for pagan deities linked to the sun and the moon.  Chapter 1 deliberately undermines pagan ideas regarding nature’s being controlled by different deities.  ESV Study Bible.  
· And the stars. The immense universe that God created is mentioned here only in a brief phrase, almost as if it were an afterthought.  The focus of Genesis 1 is on the earth; the focus of the rest of the Bible is on man (male and female) as the pinnacle of God’s creation and the object of his great salvation.  ESV Study Bible.
· Discussion.    
· Do the above make scientific sense?  They don’t mean that earth was created before the existence of sun or moon.  Rather, with waters in the sky mostly gone, the lights of sun and moon can now be seen on earth.  

· The Fifth Day (1:20-23) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Fish and birds.
· Having previously described the creation of the waters and the expanse of the heavens, this section focuses on how they are filled with appropriate creatures of different kinds.  As reproductive organisms, they are blessed by God so that they may be fruitful and fill their respective regions.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.    
· Do the above make scientific sense?  Plants first or fish/birds first?  

· The Sixth Day (1:24-31) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Living creatures on land and Adam and Eve.  
· The final region to be filled is the dry land.  Here a significant distinction is drawn between all the living creatures that are created to live on the dry land, and human beings.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth.  These terms group the land-dwelling animals into three broad categories, probably reflecting the way nomadic shepherds would experience them: the domesticatable stock animals (e.g., sheep, goats, cattle, and perhaps camels and horses); the small crawlers (e.g., rats and mice, lizards, spiders); and the larger game and predatory animals (e.g., gazelles, lions).  This list is not intended to be exhaustive, and it is hard to know where to put some animals (e.g., the domestic cat).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The creation of Adam and Eve and their roles.  
· Many Christians and some Jews have taken “us” to be God speaking to himself, since God alone does the making in Gen. 1:27 (cf. 5:1); this would be the first hint of the Trinity in the Bible (cf. 1:2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· What is the “image” of God?  Why did God create us in his image?  ESV Study Bible: Traditionally, the image has been seen as the capacities that set man apart from the other animals—ways in which humans resemble God, such as in the characteristics of reason, morality, language, a capacity for relationships governed by love and commitment, and creativity in all forms of art.  All these insights can be put together by observing that the resemblances allow mankind to represent God in ruling, and to establish worthy relationships with God, with one another, and with the rest of the creation.  This “image” and this dignity apply to both “male and female” human beings.  
· The Hebrew term adam, translated as man, is often a generic term that denotes both male and female, while sometimes it refers to man in distinction from woman (2:22, 23, 25; 3:8, 9, 12, 20): it becomes the proper name “Adam” (2:20; 3:17, 21; 4:1; 5:1).  At this stage, humanity as a species is set apart from all other creatures and crowned with glory and honor as ruler of the earth (cf. Ps. 8:5–8).  The events recorded in Genesis 3, however, will have an important bearing on the creation status of humanity.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Be fruitful and multiply.  This motif recurs throughout Genesis in association with divine blessing (see 9:1, 7; 17:20; 28:3; 35:11; 48:4) and serves as the basis of the biblical view that raising faithful children is a part of God’s creation plan for mankind.  God’s creation plan is that the whole earth should be populated by those who know him and who serve wisely as his vice-regents or representatives.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Subdue it and have dominion.  The man and woman are to make the earth’s resources beneficial for themselves, which implies that they would investigate and develop the earth’s resources to make them useful for human beings generally.  This command provides a foundation for wise scientific and technological development; the evil uses to which people have put their dominion come as a result of Genesis 3.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Over every living thing.  As God’s representatives, human beings are to rule over every living thing on the earth.  These commands are not, however, a mandate to exploit the earth and its creatures to satisfy human greed, for the fact that Adam and Eve were “in the image of God” (1:27) implies God’s expectation that human beings will use the earth wisely and govern it with the same sense of responsibility and care that God has toward the whole of his creation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1:31.  Having previously affirmed on six occasions that particular aspects of creation are “good” (vv. 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25), God now states, after the creation of the man and the woman, that everything he has made is “very good”; the additional behold invites the reader to imagine seeing creation from God’s vantage point.  While many things do not appear to be good about the present-day world, this was not so at the beginning.  Genesis goes on to explain why things have changed, indicating that no blame should be attributed to God.  Everything he created was very good: it answers to God’s purposes and expresses his own overflowing goodness.  Despite the invasion of sin (ch. 3), the material creation retains its goodness (cf. 1 Tim. 4:4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.    
· Were Adam and Eve vegetarians?  How about animals?  Is this possible?  
· Does Genesis say that there is no mutation?  No!  What does it say?  The origins of lives were from God, and God created all “according to their various kinds.”  

· The Seventh Day (2:1-3) 
· Picture what happened.    
·  Was God so tired of his work that he had to rest on the seventh day?   
· Sabbath.  
· These verses bring to a conclusion the opening section of Genesis by emphasizing that God has completed the process of ordering creation.  The repeated comment that God rested does not imply that he was weary from labor.  The effortless ease with which everything is done in Chapter 1 suggests otherwise.  Rather, the motif of God’s resting hints at the purpose of creation.  As reflected in various ancient Near Eastern accounts, divine rest is associated with temple building.  God’s purpose for the earth is that it should become his dwelling place; it is not simply made to house his creatures.  God’s “activities” on this day (he finished, “rested,” “blessed,” “made it holy”) all fit this delightful pattern.  The concept of the earth as a divine sanctuary, which is developed further in 2:4–25, runs throughout the whole Bible, coming to a climax in the future reality that the apostle John sees in his vision of a “new heaven and a new earth” in Rev. 21:1–22:5.  God blessed the seventh day and made it holy (Gen. 2:3).  These words provide the basis for the obligation that God placed on the Israelites to rest from their normal labor on the Sabbath day (see Ex. 20:8–11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.    
· Which day(s) do you rest?  Why and how?   

· Wrapping up
· Are there conflicts between Genesis and science?  The tension between Genesis and modern science about the origins of the universe and of living species is largely resolved when it is recognized that they are speaking from different perspectives.  Genesis is concerned about who created and why, not about how and when.  Science cannot answer the former questions, and Genesis is largely mute about t he latter.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· As people with or pursuing advanced degrees, we need to understand that the research we are doing are less on “who” and “why” as related to the origin of the world and life, but mostly about “how” and “when” about the world created by God.  Hope that we can humble ourselves and see the harmony between Genesis and science, and then get to know God. 
· We just finished the Gospel of John.  Do you remember what else was there at the Beginning?  John 1:1-2, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.”  See also 1 John 1:1, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.”  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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Genesis 2, Adam and Eve, 3/20/09

· After Dinner Demo
· Usually animals of different species cannot mate, or if they can mate, their offspring cannot reproduce (e.g., mule from horse and donkey).  Can people of different races marry and have children?  Children of children?  Why?  
· Where did Chinese people come from?  From Chinese apes?  European people?  From European apes?  Alternatively, is it possible that all people today came from a common ancestor?  
· A simple demo will be carried out based on the National Geographic and IBM’s “Genographic Project: Charting the migratory history of the human species” (http://www.finfacts.ie/irishfinancenews/article_10009121.shtml).  

· Opening
· In this global financial crisis, do you wish that there is a “paradise” in this world?  If so, how would you describe it?  Does such a paradise ever exist?  If so, do you want to be part of it?  
· Have you attended a wedding?  Can you describe it?  A Christian wedding?  How would you imagine the first wedding in the world?  
· Last Friday, we overviewed the book of Genesis, and went through Chapter 1, talking about the Creation of the World: Six days of work plus the seventh Sabbath (Saturday).  Key points are: 
· There is only one God, whose word is almighty.  He has only to speak and the world comes into being.  The sun and moon are not gods in their own right, but are created by the one God.  This God does not need feeding by man, but he supplies man with food.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The tension between Genesis and modern science about the origins of the universe and of living species is largely resolved when it is recognized that they are speaking from different perspectives.  Genesis is concerned about who created and why, not about how and when.  Science cannot answer the former questions, and Genesis is largely mute about the latter.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· We also discussed that there is no essential conflict between what Genesis says and what today’s science tells us.  
· Tonight, we shall come back to Day 6 (and even to Day 3), and see how God created the first man Adam, prepared the wonderful but mysterious Garden of Eden, assigned various tasks to Adam, created his “helper” – the first woman Eve, and established the holy relationship between husband and wife.  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 2:4-25.  

· How would you divide this chapter?  

· Overview of Genesis 2
· The Man and Woman in the Sanctuary of Eden.  
· The panoramic view of creation in Chapter 1 is immediately followed by a complementary account of the sixth day that zooms in on the creation of the human couple, who are placed in the Garden of Eden.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In style and content this section differs significantly from the previous one; it does not contradict anything in Chapter 1, but as a literary flashback it supplies more detail about what was recorded in 1:27.  The picture of a sovereign, transcendent deity is complemented by that of a God who is both immanent and personal.  The two portrayals of God balance each other, together providing a truer and richer description of his nature than either does on its own.  In a similar way, whereas Chapter 1 emphasizes the regal character of human beings, Chapter 2 highlights their priestly status.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Creation of Adam (2:4-7)
· Picture what happened.    
· God created Adam.  
· “Lord God.”  Throughout 1:1–2:3 the generic word “God” was used to denote the deity as the transcendent Creator.  The reader is now introduced to God’s personal name, “Yahweh” (translated as “Lord” because of the ancient Jewish tradition of substituting in Hebrew the term that means “Lord” for “Yahweh” when reading the biblical text).  The use of “Yahweh” throughout this passage underlines the personal and relational nature of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Verses 5 and 6 seem to describe the background settings for the creation of Adam – flashing back to Day 3.  
· “Breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.”  Here God breathes life – physical, mental, and spiritual – into the one created to bear his image.  
· Discussion.  
· What are the differences between humans and animals? – Compare how Genesis describes the creation of humans vs. the creation of animals.

· The Garden of Eden (2:8-14) 
· Picture what happened.  When you heard about the name “The Garden of Eden,” what are your thoughts?  
· The Garden of Eden (2:8-9).
· God provides a suitable environment for the man by planting a garden in Eden, in the east.  The name “Eden” conveys the sense of “luxury, pleasure.”  God formed the man in the “land,” and then put him in the garden.  The earliest translation into Greek (the Septuagint) used the word paradeisos (from which comes the English term “paradise”) to translate the Hebrew term for “garden,” on the understanding that it resembled a royal park.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The abundance of the garden is conveyed by the observation that it contained every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, and this is an ironic foreshadowing of 3:6.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Tree of life.  Signifying and giving life, without death, to those who eat its fruit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Good and evil, a compound of opposites like heaven and earth, is a figure for potentially unlimited knowledge.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Adam and Eve possessed both life and moral discernment as they came from the hand of God.  Their access to the fruit of the tree of life showed that God’s will and intention for them was life.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Tree of the knowledge of good and evil is a good tree (3:22), but man must not size it.  The illicit taking of this fruit involved the assertion of human autonomy, the attempt to know all apart from God.  Man must live by faith in God’s word and not by a professed self-sufficiency of knowledge.  The law makes wise the simple (Ps. 19:7-9).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The four rivers (2:10–14).
· The general description of the river that flowed out of Eden dividing into four rivers implies that Eden had a central location.  In spite of the very specific details provided, however, Eden’s location remains a mystery.  While the names Tigris and Euphrates are associated with the two rivers that surround Mesopotamia, the rivers Pishon and Gihon, as well as the regions of Havilah and Cush, have not been satisfactorily identified. The reference to gold and onyx suggests that the land is rich in resources; these materials are later associated with the making of the tabernacle and temple.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Was the Garden of Eden wonderful?  How much more would you expect God to provide for Adam?  And for you?  
· Why did God plant the two special trees in the Garden of Eden? – He wanted to give human beings the freedom of choice.  
· What would happen if Adam and Eve had eaten from the tree of life first?  No one would know!  

· Tasks Assigned to Adam (2:15-20) 
· If you have children, who named them?  If you do not have any child, who named you?  Does naming names signify something authoritative?  
· Picture what happened.  
· Adam’s job (2:15-16).
· The overall picture of Eden presented in the preceding verses suggests that the park-like garden is part of a divine sanctuary.  The man is put in the garden to work it and keep it.  The term “work” denotes preparing and tending, and “keep” adds to that idea.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Since this command comes before Adam sinned, work did not come as a result of sin, nor is it something to be avoided.  Productive work is part of God’s good purpose for man in creation.  Later, the same two verbs are used together of the work undertaken by the priests and Levites in the tabernacle.  The man’s role is to be not only a gardener but also a guardian.  As a priest, he is to maintain the sanctity of the garden as part of a temple complex.  ESV Study Bible.  
· And the Lord God commanded the man.  The fact that the command was given to Adam implies that God gave “the man” a leadership role, including the responsibility to guard and care for (“keep”) all of creation – a role that is also related to the leadership responsibility of Adam for Eve as his wife.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The first covenant (2:16-17).  
· While God generously permitted the man to eat from every tree of the garden, God prohibited him from eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  You shall surely die.  What kind of “death” does this threaten: physical, spiritual, or some combination?  The Hebrew word can be used for any of these ideas, and the only way to find out is by reading to see what happens as the story unfolds.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Theologians have discussed whether the instructions in 2:16–17, together with the instructions in 1:28–30, should be called God’s “covenant” with Adam.  The term “covenant” describes the formal binding together of two parties in a relationship, on the basis of mutual personal commitment, with consequences for keeping or breaking the commitment.  The man (Adam) receives this covenant on behalf of the rest of mankind: you is singular in 2:16–17, which provides the basis for Paul’s use of Adam as a representative head of the human race, parallel to Christ, in 1 Cor. 15:22.  The word “you” is plural in Gen. 3:1–5, where the woman’s statement shows that she has appropriated the command for herself.  Also, by virtue of Adam’s disobedience, his offspring receive the penalty: they cannot return to the garden any more than he can, and they descend into sin and misery (Chapter 4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Naming names (2:19-20).  
· The man gave names.  By naming the animals, the man demonstrates his authority over all the other creatures.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· If you were Adam or Eve, would you keep the covenant?  More will be discussed next time.  

· Creation of Eve and the Relationship between Husband and Wife (2:21-25) 
· People say that women were created from the ribs of men.  Is that true?  
· Picture what happened.  
· Creation of Eve (2:21).  
· One of his ribs.  Or, “from his side.”  The woman derives from the man, giving him priority within the institution of marriage and pointing to the harmony and intimacy that should characterize the marriage relationship (Eph. 5:28).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The relationship between Husband and Wife (2:23-24).
· The text highlights the sense of oneness that exists between the man and the woman.  Adam joyfully proclaims, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.”  This terminology is used elsewhere of blood relatives (29:14).  This sentence and the story of Eve’s creation both make the point that marriage creates the closest of all human relationships.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Moreover, the kinship between husband and wife creates obligations that override even duty to one’s parents (therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 2:24).  In ancient Israel, sons did not move away when they married, but lived near their parents and inherited their father’s land.  They “left” their parents in the sense of putting their wife’s welfare before that of their parents.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The term “hold fast” (or “united” in NIV) is used elsewhere for practicing covenant faithfulness (e.g., Deut. 10:20; see how Paul brings these texts together in 1 Cor. 6:16–17); thus, other Bible texts can call marriage a “covenant” (e.g., Prov. 2:17; Mal. 2:14).  ESV Study Bible.  
· It is also important to observe that God creates only one Eve for Adam, not several Eves or another Adam.  This points to heterosexual monogamy as the divine pattern for marriage that God established at creation.  ESV Study Bible.
· Paul’s teaching on marriage in Eph. 5:25–32 is founded on this text.  As a result of this special affiliation, Gen. 2:24 observes that when a man leaves his parents and takes a wife, they shall become one flesh, i.e., one unit (a union of man and woman, consummated in sexual intercourse).  Jesus appeals to this verse and 1:27 in setting out his view of marriage (Matt. 19:4–5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Pastor Secker.  Ephesians 5:22ff is preceded by v. 21: “Be subject to one another.” No one in the culture said husbands should in any way be subject to their wives.  But Paul does.  Nor did anyone say that husbands should love their wives as Christ “loved the church and gave himself up for it.”  Nor did anyone say that wives should be “subject to your husbands, as to the Lord,” which - I think - means allowing for the mutual subjection called for by v. 21 and other verses along those lines about the relationship between Christians in the Bible.
· “Naked and . . . no ashamed” (2:25).
· This final description in vv. 18–25 offers a picture of innocent delight and anticipates further developments in the story.  The subject of the couple’s nakedness is picked up in 3:7–11.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.
· If you attended Christian weddings, what is the most widely cited verse there?  Is that similar to the first wedding described here?  
· How is your relationship with your spouse?  Are you a good friend and helper for your spouse?  

· Wrapping up
· Do we have another chance to have access to the tree of life?  
· Revelation 2:7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.”  
· Revelation 22:2.  “On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”  
· Revelation 22: 14.  “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.”
· God is intended to let people to have eternal life!  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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Genesis 3, The Fall of Man, 3/27/09

· Opening
· Name several good TV commercials.  Why are they good?  Attract your attention and make you want to buy the stuff?  For what?  Make you beautiful, young, smart, healthy, live long, prestige, powerful, ..
· Are you aware of the AIG bonus issue?  Is there anyone at fault?  Have you noticed much finger pointing in the process?  Not me!!  Who caused you to get a C in that course?  It seems that protecting ourselves while blaming others is deeply rooted in human nature.  
· Last Friday, we studied how God created the first man Adam, and prepared the wonderful but mysterious paradise “Garden of Eden,” with the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  God assigned various tasks to Adam, and created his “helper” – the first woman Eve.  “This is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.”  God then established the holy relationship between husband and wife: “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  Also, “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.”
· Were Adam and Eve satisfied with their life in the paradise?  Did they obey what the Lord God asked them not to do?  What happened then?  Tonight, we shall find out how the serpent deceived Adam and Eve so that they ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  What happened then and why?  A very intriguing story.  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 3.  

· How would you divide this chapter?  

· The Dialogue between the Crafty Serpent and Eve (3:1-5)
· Picture what happened.  
· The sudden and unexplained arrival of a cunning serpent presents a challenge of immense importance to the human couple.  Their choice is to disregard God’s instructions, an act of willful rebellion that has terrible consequences for the whole of creation.  As a result, God’s creation is thrown into disorder, with chaotic effects that result from the disruption of all the harmonious relationships that God had previously established.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The serpent and the enticement.  Gen. 3.1
· The speaking serpent is suddenly introduced into the story with minimum detail.  Nothing is mentioned about its origin, other than that it is one of the beasts of the field.  
· Did the serpent merely misunderstand what God had said?  In these ways the subtlety of the serpent’s approach to the woman is captured by the narrator.  The serpent also deliberately avoids using God’s personal name “Yahweh” (“Lord”) when he addresses the woman.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The text does not indicate when or how the serpent became evil.  As the narrative proceeds, it becomes clear that more than a simple snake is at work here; an evil power is using the snake.  As indicated by God’s declaration that “everything he had made . . . was very good” (1:31), clearly evil entered the created world at some unknown point after God’s work of creation was completed.  Likewise, nothing in the Bible suggests the eternal existence of evil.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Satan subverts the marriage institution by bypassing the man, tempting the woman to usurp his authority.  Nevertheless, the husband is held accountable for obeying her.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The woman’s answer to the serpent’s question.  Gen. 3:2–3.  
· The woman’s response largely echoes the divine instruction given in 2:16–17 regarding the tree of knowledge, although she fails to identify the tree clearly as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and adds the comment neither shall you touch it.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The serpent’s “clarification” of God’s instruction.  Gen. 3:4-5.  
· The serpent not only directly contradicts what God has said but goes on to present the fruit of the tree as something worth obtaining: by eating it, the couple will be like God, knowing good and evil.  The irony of the serpent’s remarks should not be overlooked.  The couple, unlike the serpent, has been made in the image of God.  In this way they are already like God.  Moreover, being in the image of God, they are expected to exercise authority over all the beasts of the field, which includes the serpent.  By obeying the serpent, however, they betray the trust placed in them by God.  This is not merely an act of disobedience; it is an act of treachery.  Those who were meant to govern the earth on God’s behalf instead rebel against their divine King and obey one of his creatures.  ESV Study Bible.  
· You will not surely die.  It is sometimes claimed that the serpent is correct when he says these things to the couple, for they do not “die”; Adam lives to be 930 years old (5:5).  Further, their eyes are opened (3:7) and God acknowledges in v. 22 that “the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil.”  Yet the serpent speaks half-truths, promising much but delivering little.  Their eyes are indeed opened, and they come to know something, but it is only that they are naked.  They know good and evil by experience, but their sense of guilt makes them afraid to meet God; they have become slaves to evil.  And while they do not cease to exist physically, they are expelled from the garden-sanctuary and God’s presence.  Cut off from the source of life and the tree of life, they are in the realm of the dead.  What they experience outside of Eden is not life as God intended, but spiritual death.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Can you see the principles behind which the serpent temps Eve?  Emphasizing God’s prohibition, not His provision; reducing God’s command to a question; casting doubt upon God’s sincerity and defaming His motive; and denying the truthfulness of His threat.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Please share your experience on temptation.  

· Decision to Eat the Forbidden Fruit and the Subsequent Finger Pointing (3:6-13) 
· For kids, many times they want to try things that their parents forbid them to do.  Right?  Why?  How about you yourself?  
· Picture what happened.  
· Why did Eve eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  How about Adam?  
· The decision.  Gen. 3:6.  
· When the woman saw.  Like all the other trees in the garden, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was “pleasant to the sight and good for food” (2:9).  The irony is that somehow the serpent has made the woman discontent with the permitted trees, focusing her desire on this one.  Its deadly appeal to her, apparently, is its ability to make one wise —wise, however, not according to the “fear of the Lord” (Prov. 1:7; 9:10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· She also gave some to her husband who was with her.  The fact that Adam was “with her” and that he knowingly ate what God had forbidden indicates that Adam’s sin was both an act of conscious rebellion against God and a failure to carry out his divinely ordained responsibility to guard or “keep” (Gen. 2:15) both the garden and the woman that God had created as “a helper fit for him.”  The disastrous consequences of Adam’s sin cannot be overemphasized, resulting in the fall of mankind, the beginning of every kind of sin, suffering, and pain, as well as physical and spiritual death for the human race.  ESV Study Bible.  
· God seeking Adam and finger pointing.  Gen. 3:7-13.
· Did they die?  Did they possess the knowledge of good and evil?  Like God (this is a half truth from the serpent!)?  Let us find out.  
· Their spiritual death is shown by the loss of intimacy of marriage and their alienation from one another, symbolized by sewing of fig leaves together for clothing; and by the loss of intimacy with God and the separation from God, signified by their hiding among the threes.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The Lord God called to the man . . . , “Where are you?”  Though omniscient, God accommodates His speech to human limitations.  Here the question induces them to come to him.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Both “man” and “you” are singular in Hebrew.  God thus confronts Adam first, holding him primarily responsible for what happened, as the one who is the representative (or “head”) of the husband-and-wife relationship, established before the fall.  ESV Study Bible.  
· They show their allegiance to Satan by distorting the truth, accusing one another, and ultimately accusing God.  Their efforts to conceal their sin only expose it.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· What is sin?  Sin is essentially man’s failure to trust in God, an act or state of unbelief, and assertion of autonomy.  True faith consists of communion with God based on trust and issuing into obedience (John 14:15).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Did Adam admit his fault?  How about Eve?  How about ourselves?  Have you pointed fingers at others?  
· Did Adam and Eve have the ability to resist the temptation?  
· Is it good to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil without God’s permission?  

· Curse to the Serpent (3:14-15) 
· Have you heard about the term “Like father like son”?  Are you like your father or mother?  How about your children – Are they like you or your spouse?  What can or cannot be passed along from one generation to the next?  
· Picture what happened.  
· Curse to the Serpent.  Gen. 3:14-15.
· Cursed.  The serpent, the woman and the man were all judged, but only the serpent and the ground were cursed.  NIV Study Bible. 
· God addresses the serpent first.  The language has a double reference, referring both to the serpent and Satan.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Verse 1 declared the serpent “more crafty;” now God declares it more cursed.  Indicted for its part in tempting the woman, the serpent will be viewed with contempt from now on.  This is conveyed both literally and figuratively by the serpent’s going on its belly and eating dust.  Having deceived the woman, the serpent will have ongoing hostility with the woman, which will be perpetuated by their respective offspring.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This part of the curse has traditionally been understood as pointing forward to the defeat of the serpent by a future descendant of the woman, and this interpretation fits well with the words and the context.  This defeat is implied by the serpent’s being bruised in the head, which is more serious than the offspring of Eve being bruised in the heel.  For this reason, v. 15 has been viewed as the first announcement of the gospel.  Within the larger biblical framework, this hope comes to fulfillment in Jesus Christ, who is clearly presented in the NT as overcoming Satan, while at the same time being bruised.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Humanity is now divided into two communities: the redeemed, who love God, and the reprobate, who love self.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Punishment to Eve (3:16) 
· Have you or your spouse experience on pains in childbearing?  
· Picture what happened.  
· Punishment to Eve.  Gen. 3:16.  
· By way of punishing the woman for her sin of disobedience, God pronounces that she will suffer pain in the bearing of children.  This strikes at the very heart of the woman’s distinctiveness, for she is the “mother of all living.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.  The harmony, intimacy, and complementarity of the pre-Fall marriage relationship are corrupted by sin, and marred by domination and enforced submission.  The restoration of these relationships takes place through new life in Christ.  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Punishment to Adam (3:17-19) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Punishment to Eve.  Gen. 3:17-19.  
· Man’s natural relationship to the ground, to rule over it, is reversed; instead of submitting to him, it resists and eventually swallows him.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The punishment is not “work” itself, but rather the hardship and frustration that will accompany the man’s labor.  To say that the ground is cursed and will bring forth thorns and thistles indicates that the abundant productivity that was seen in Eden will no longer be the case.  Underlying this judgment is a disruption of the harmonious relationship that originally existed between humans and nature.   ESV Study Bible.  
· Further, the man’s body will return to the ground, i.e., it will die (which was not true of the original created order; cf. Rom. 5:12).  For this reason, the Bible looks forward to a time when nature will be set free from the consequences of human sin; i.e., nature will no longer be the arena of punishment, and it will finally have glorified human beings to manage it and bring out its full potential.   ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· When industrial automation started in the 20’s and 30’s, understanding how powerful and efficient intelligent machines (automotive assembly lines, washers, dryers, to name a few) could be, people guessed that in the 21th century, people would have much time to enjoy their lives.  We would work 15 hours per week at 3 hour per day for five days, and the remaining time we would drink tea or coffee or coke, play chess or poker, sailing or bicycling, or think about philosophical issues of the purposes of life.  Do things turn out they way they predicted?  How busy were you this week?  Did you have much time to enjoy life or think about the purpose of life?  Why?
· Why did God punish all men because of the sin of one man?  “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.”  Romans 5:12.  Do we have a sinful nature ourselves?  

· Driven out of Garden of Eden (3:20-24) 
· Picture what happened.  
· A sense of hope.  Gen. 3:20-21.  
· God’s words of judgment on the serpent, woman, and man are immediately followed by two observations that possibly convey a sense of hope.  First, the man names his wife Eve, which means “life-giver.”  Second, God clothes the couple.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Adam’s choice of the name Eve demonstrates his faith in God’s promise that the woman would bear children.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· While clothing the couple recognizes that the human couple is now ashamed of their nakedness in God’s presence, as a gesture it suggests that God still cares for these, his creatures.  Because God provides garments to clothe Adam and Eve, thus requiring the death of an animal to cover their nakedness, many see a parallel here related to (1) the system of animal sacrifices to atone for sin later instituted by God through the leadership of Moses in Israel, and (2) the eventual sacrificial death of Christ as an atonement for sin.   ESV Study Bible.  
· Driven out of the Garden of Eden.  Gen. 3: 22–24.  
· Why?  Live forever.  Adam and Eve are protected from an eternal bondage to sin and misery that would result if they ate of the tree of live.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Cherubim.  These heavenly beings protect God’s holiness, prohibiting sinners’ access to Him.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· According to Gen. 2:15, the man was put in the garden to work it and keep or guard it.  Outside the garden the man will have to work the ground, but the task of keeping or guarding the garden is given to the cherubim (3:24).  By allowing themselves to be manipulated by the serpent, the couple failed to fulfill their priestly duty of guarding the garden.  Consequently, their priestly status is removed from them as they are put out of the sanctuary.  The placing of cherubim to the east of the garden is reflected in the tabernacle and temple, where cherubim were an important component in the structure and furnishings.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Is it too bad to be driven out of the Garden of Eden?  Is there a chance to get back in again?  

· Wrapping up
· The coming heavenly Adam, who bears the curse of toil, sweat, thorns, conflict, death on a tree, and descent into dust, will regain the garden, tearing apart the veil of the temple on which the cherubim were sewn (Matt 27:51, Heb 6:19; 9:3; Rev. 22:1-3, 14).  Reformation Study Bible.  Wow!!
· Revelation 2:7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.”   
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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Genesis 11:27-12:20, The Calling of Abram, 4/24/09

· Opening
· Do you know your “native” place?  Where did you grow up?  Where did you attend university?  When and why did you come to the States?  With hesitation or not?  What was the significance of leaving your country, your people and your father’s household?  Has the journey been a blessing thus far?  
· When you face difficult situations, what do you do?  Taking things into your own hands?  Pray?  Or a mix of both?  Where is the boundary of God’s actions and our responsibilities?  For example, if you are married for years and want to have a child but couldn’t, then what would you do?  
· Have you heard about Abram/Abraham?  How to characterize him in a few phrases?  
· We had several special gatherings back to back.  Do you still remember what we learned in Genesis thus far?  The last chapter we studied was Genesis 3.  We discussed how the serpent deceived Adam and Eve so that they ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Do you remember what happened then and why?    
· Tonight, we skip Noah, his family, the flood (studies two years ago), and Noah’s descendants, and move from the general survey of humanity to the specific family from which Israel comes.  Do you know which family we will talk about?  Abraham.  Right.  Why?  Was there a purpose?  What was the background?  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 11:1-9; 11:27-12:20.  

· Background
· Gen. 11:1–9.  The Tower of Babel. This episode is significantly more important than its length suggests.  It presents a unified humanity using all its resources to establish a city that is the antithesis of what God intended when he created the world.  The tower is a symbol of human autonomy, and the city builders see themselves as determining and establishing their own destiny without any reference to the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Babel.  Babylon.  Babel sounds like the Hebrew for “Confused.”  NIV Study Bible.  
· Do these verses resemble what we learned in Genesis 3 when Adam and Eve took the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?
· Gen. 11:27–50:26 Patriarchal History.  Whereas Chapters 1–11 covers many generations in only 11 chapters, the patriarchal history deals with only four generations in 39 chapters.  It begins with Abraham and goes on to his son Isaac, and Isaac's two sons Jacob and Esau; the final section focuses on Jacob’s sons, especially Joseph.  Here the specifics of being Israel are made clear: the land, the people, the blessing, and the calling.  Throughout these chapters the readers will see how God has preserved the members of his chosen family, whose calling is to walk with him, to be the headwaters of a special people and to be the channel by which blessing comes to the entire world.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Can you see the fall of men, again?
· What would be God’s plan?  Another catastrophic flood?  

· Terah’s Descendants (11:27-32) 
· Picture what happened.  
· A Brief Introduction to Terah’s Family.  Various details pertinent to understanding the subsequent narrative are given: the death of Lot’s father, Haran (v. 28); the relocation of the family from southern to northern Mesopotamia (v. 31); and the inability of Abram's wife to have children (v. 30).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The original place, the family, and migration.  
· See appropriate maps.
· Ur of the Chaldeans is unquestionably the ancient city in southern Babylonia, the remains of which are located at Tell el-Muqayyar in modern Iraq.  ESV Study Bible.  Ruins and artifacts from Ur reveal a civilization and culture that reached high levels before Abram’s time.  King Ur – Nammu, who may have been Abram’s contemporary, is famous for his law code.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The name Sarai is later changed to “Sarah” (see 17:15).  Sarai’s barrenness is an obvious barrier to the continuation of Abram’s family line.  The initial barrenness of the patriarchs’ wives is a recurring motif in Genesis (see 25:21; 29:31).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Although Terah’s ambition is to move his family from Ur to Canaan, they do not complete the journey, but settle in northern Mesopotamia at Haran.  The spelling of the town name “Haran” in Hebrew is quite distinct from the name of Terah’s third son.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The moon-god was worshiped at both Ur and Haran, and since Terah was an idolater (see Jos 24:2), he probably felt at home in either place.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· What can you say about this family?  
· Why did the family move out of Ur?

· The Call of Abram (12:1-9) 
· Picture what happened.  
· After the essential background information in 11:27–32, this section moves swiftly to highlight God’s invitation to Abram to become a source of blessing for the rest of humanity.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.”  Gen. 12:1.  
· God had spoken to Abram “while he was still in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran” (Act 7:2).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Abram must leave the settled world of the post-Babel nations and begin a pilgrimage with God to a better world of God’s making.  NIV Study Bible.    
· Abraham’s call as an agent of redemptive grace parallels Noah’s as the mediator of a covenant to all creation.  Reformation Study Bible.
· The divine blessing, Gen. 12:2–3.  
· The divine speech that suddenly and unexpectedly introduces this section is exceptionally important, for it sets the agenda not only for Abram’s life but also for his descendants.  By focusing on how divine blessing will be mediated through Abram to all the families of the earth, it marks an important turning point within the book of Genesis.  The repetition of the verb bless (vv. 2–3) underscores the hope that through Abram people everywhere may experience God’s favor, reversing the predominantly negative experience of Chapters 3–11.  God’s plans for Abram have both national and international dimensions, which are developed in the episodes that follow.  ESV Study Bible.
· God’s invitation to Abram challenges him to abandon the normal sources of personal identity and security: his family and country.  To obey, Abram must trust God implicitly; all human support is largely removed.  The promised outcomes are conditional on Abram’s obedience.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Although Abram is called to be a blessing to others, much rests on how they treat him.  Those who are positive toward Abram will experience God’s favor; the one who despises Abram will know God’s displeasure.  The text speaks of those who bless (plural) but of him who dishonors (singular), emphasizing that many more will be blessed than cursed.  Indeed, such will be the influence of Abram that all the families of the earth shall be blessed in him.  This promise is later reaffirmed to Isaac and Jacob (see 22:18; 26:4; 28:14).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Do you understand the divine blessing here?  Is there a tension with Sarai’s barrenness?  To leave his homeland?  
· God’s purpose for Abram, that he becomes a great nation, stands in obvious tension with Sarai’s barrenness and the summons to leave his homeland.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “To your offspring I will give this land.”  Gen. 12:6, 7.  
· Was the land available to Abraham?  “At that time the Canaanites were in the land.”  Two obstacles stood in the way of God’s promise: Sarah’s barrenness and the Canaanites who prevented him from settling in the land.  NIV Study Bible.
· The Lord had appeared to him.  This is the first of a number of manifestations of God to the patriarchs.  These are often associated with divine promises.  On this occasion God promises the land to the descendants of Abram, although he is still childless.  In response, Abram builds an altar to the Lord.  A number of altars are constructed by the patriarchs at different locations (see 13:18; 22:9; 26:25; 33:20; 35:7).  They are a common feature of the patriarchal period because no central sanctuary existed before the exodus from Egypt.  ESV Study Bible.  Abraham thanked God’s blessing and built alters.
· Discussion.  
· Was the new land ready for Abraham to move in?  Would that land be ready for Abraham’s descendant to settle down at a later time?  Why or why not?  
· If God gives us something, will that gift be readily available to us right away and without any effort?  
· Can you see why Abraham is called the Father of Faith?  

· Abram and Sarai in Egypt (12:10-20) 
· Picture what happened.  
· With the above, would Abraham trust in God?  What should happen when difficulties strike?  
· Abram in Egypt.  A severe famine in Canaan forces Abram to seek refuge in Egypt.  Because of the Nile River, the land of Egypt was better placed to provide food for man and beast during a time of drought.  The events described in this section raise many questions that go unanswered, creating a sense of ambiguity as to how the behavior of everyone involved should be judged.  As is common in biblical stories, the narrator gives no direct evaluation of the participants’ actions, leaving the reader to figure out the ethical questions.  In this passage, the first readers (Israel following Moses) would have seen how God kept his promise to Abram, in spite of all threats, and in spite of the morally dubious actions even of Abram himself.  ESV Study Bible.  
· She is my sister, Gen. 12:11–16.  
· Fearful that his life will be endangered because of Sarai’s beauty, Abram devises a ruse, based on a half-truth (see 20:12: she really is my sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my wife).  Abram’s selfish actions imply that he thinks God is unable to protect him.  Yet when the plan backfires, it is the Lord who rescues him (12:17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· God’s intervention, Gen. 12:17-20.  
· Pharaoh’s taking of Sarai brings divine punishment on him and his house.  This event (plagues; cf. Ex. 11:1) prefigures the exodus from Egypt when God punishes another pharaoh for his mistreatment of Abram’s descendants.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Why did Abram take things on his own hands?  
· Where is the boundary between God’s actions and our plans?   Please share your experience.  
· If you were God, would you still use Abraham?  God still uses a person of flawed characters.

· Wrapping up
· For most of us, it was an easy decision to come to the States.  Where are you heading next?  Looking for a job?  Returning to your hometown?  Go to Africa to preach the gospel?  Have you heard God’s calling?  Are you ready to follow?  
· From a different perspective, although we may not face major career decisions now, everyone is struggling with very limited time available.  How do we allocate our precious time?  Come to the Bible Study “when I have time” or is it a priority?  For a week, if I attended Friday’s Bible Study then there is no time on Sunday to worship God?  Setting aside time to know and to worship God is another form of following God.  May God teach us how to use our very limited time wisely.    
· Are you willing to be an agent of redemptive grace for others?  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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Genesis 15, God’s Covenant with Abram, 5/15/09

· Opening
· Have you made an agreement with others before?  Examples?  Lease for your dorm or apartment?  TA/RA agreement with your department?  Marriage license?  What are the key characteristics or features of such agreements?  What happens when one side violates the agreement?  Is a contract with signature from one side only still valid based on normal experience?
· How important is it for a family to have children in today’s world?  20 years ago?  100 years ago?  1000 years ago?  Also for a man 40 years old?  50?  60?  Will that person still have hope at the age of 70 or 80?  
· We had several special gatherings back to back.  Do you still remember what we learned in Genesis 12?  In Chapter 12, we moved from the general survey of humanity to the specific family from which Israel came - Abram (or Abraham).  We talked about Abram’s father Terah leading them out of Ur in the Chaldean to Haran; Abram, his wife Sarai (or Sarah) and Abram’s nephew Lot moving to Canaan when Abram was 75 years old still without children; God promising Abram to become a “great nation”; and the strange incident when Abram and Sarai moved to Egypt in a severe famine.  
· Tonight, we shall skip several episodes including the separation of Abram and Lot because of their richness (for the land to support their large flocks and herds); and Abram rescuing Lot with a major victory over the allies of several kings.  We will also skip the episode of Abram giving Melchizedek king of Salem a tenth of everything (key to Hebrew chapters 5 to 7); and Abram’s rejection of the king of Sodom’ offer for the victory spoils as a reward.  We shall focus on God’s covenant with Abram.  What was a covenant?  What was the covenant?  Why did God make the covenant with Abram?  What were the feelings that went through Abram during the process?  What are the implications of the covenant to the world today?  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 15.  

· How would you divide this chapter into sections?  

· Background
· This chapter falls into two closely related sections: vv. 1–6 address Abram’s concern that he is still childless; vv. 7–21 focus on Abram’s desire to have a divine pledge that the land of Canaan will belong to his descendants.  Both elements are essential components of nationhood. God’s conditional promise in 12:2 that Abram will become a “great nation” is now guaranteed by a covenant, although the fulfillment will not take place until several centuries after Abram’s death.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Initial Calling and the Issue of Childlessness (15:1-6) 
· Picture what happened.  
· God’s promise.  Abraham’s question.  God’s partial answer to the question.  
· If you were Abram, what would you think?  How would you react to God’s original promise and to God’s answer to the question? 
· I am your shield, your very great reward.  15:1.  
· What does it mean to have God as our shield and our reward?  How precious is it?  
· “After this” links this episode to the one immediately preceding.  In Chapter 14 Abram rejected the offer from the king of Sodom for the victory spoils as a reward.  In response, God now states that Abram’s reward shall be very great.  By rejecting the use of human wealth to achieve greatness (14:22–24), Abram demonstrates his willingness to wait for God to provide.  ESV Study Bible.
· “In a vision.”  Although it is not certain, the initial vision may have taken place at night.  In 15:5 God brings Abram out of his tent to count the stars.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What can you give me since I remain childless?  15:2.  
· Why did Abram ask this question?  How old was he?  How important was it for him to have children to accept and enjoy God’s promise?  
· “The one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus.”  This individual, whose name means “God is help,” is not named elsewhere.  The context suggests that he is a trusted member of Abram’s household, possibly a slave, who came from Damascus. Yet the Hebrew text is somewhat obscure, and other interpretations are possible.  Abram could have acquired him on the journey from Haran to Canaan.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What kind of sentiment underlined Abraham’s answer?  Did he have doubt on God’s promise given to him earlier?  Did he still believe it?
· God reiterated his promise to Abraham in vv. 3~5 in a very explicit and vivid way.  However, did he answer the questions that might be in Abraham’s mind – “Why am I still childless?”  “How much longer do I need to wait?”  What was Abraham’s reaction?
· Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  15:6, ESV Study Bible.
· This key verse in Genesis is quoted four times in the NT (Rom. 4:3, 22; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23).  
· Faith in God is something that everyone in the Bible was expected to exercise.  It entails trust in or confident reliance on God, based on the truthfulness of his words, and it will lead to obeying his commands.  A person’s faith or lack of it is most apparent in crises such as Abram was facing.  He believed God would give him a son despite many years of childlessness. 
· “Credited . . . as righteousness.”  “Righteousness” is the fundamental OT virtue characterized by a godly life lived in conformity with the law.  It is the righteous who enjoy God’s favor.  Here the narrator underlines the significance of faith, in that before Abram has proved himself righteous by his deeds, he is counted (that is, regarded or credited) as righteous because of his faith.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Did Abraham still have questions about God’s promise?  Refer to the later stories in Genesis 16 and 17:17.  Abraham still wasn’t fully clear about God’s promise at this point.  However questions on the details do not invalid his faith.  They were questions raised in faith.  
· Discussion.  
· How precious is it to have God as our shield and our reward?  What happens if we do not have a child or in particular a son?  
· If you were Abram, what would you think at that time?  Would you believe in what God said?  What separate faith and stupidity?  
· Are Abram’s descendants really as numerous as stars in the heavens?  Who are Abram’s descendants?  
· What are your own experiences of agreements or covenant that were fulfilled, not yet fulfilled, or failed?  
· Did Abram really believe?  Let us find out next time when we study Chapter 16.

· The Promised Land, the Sacrifices, and the Deep Sleep (15:7-16) 
· Picture what happened.  
· After answering Abram’s question regarding children, God then continue his promise.  Abram then raised his second question – requesting for a confirmation.  
· God’s promise and Abram’s request for a confirmation.  15:7, 8.  
· Why did Abram request for a confirmation?  
· What was God’s answer to Abram’s second request?  The ritual of vv. 9-12.  
· The ritual described here is possibly a type of oath that involves a self-curse if not fulfilled; God will become like the dead animals if he does not keep his word (see Jer. 34:18–19).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Another interpretation, however, is that the ritual is an acted sign in which the sacrificial animals symbolize Abram’s descendants (all of Israel), the “birds of prey” (Gen. 15:11) signify their enemies (unclean nations), and the “fire pot” and “torch” (v. 17) represent God’s presence.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The promises of vv. 13–16 look forward to God’s being in the midst of the Israelites after they come out of Egypt.  
· “Four hundred years” is probably to be understood as a round figure (cf. Acts 7:6).  This anticipates the length of the Israelites’ oppression by the Egyptians before the exodus from Egypt.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Afterward they will come out with great possessions.”  This promise, given by the Lord to Abram (soon to be called “Abraham”; Gen. 17:5), was fulfilled 600 to 800 years later at the time of the exodus (Ex. 12:35–36).  ESV Study Bible.  
· “The fourth generation” – probably four hundred years.
· “For the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”  The Amorites are one of the main population groups in Canaan and are frequently listed alongside the Canaanites and others (see vv. 19–21).  God’s comment implies that the Amorites will be dispossessed of their land as an act of divine punishment.  At that time, their accumulated iniquity will be so great that God will no longer tolerate their presence in the land.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Was God serious about what he promised to Abram?  
· Have you ever questioned God about his promises?  

· The Covenant (15:17-21) 
· Picture what happened.  
· God now set up the covenant.    
· The scene.  15:17.  
· “When the sun had set.”  The final part of the ritual occurs after sunset.  Since vv. 1–6 assume a nighttime setting, Abram may have spent much of the day preparing the animals.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “A smoking firepot and a blazing torch.”  These are taken to be symbolic of God’s presence, which is often associated with fire (e.g., Ex. 13:21–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The covenant.  15:18–21.  
· These verses affirm the significance of what has taken place by stating “On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram.”  
· Did God let Abraham walk through the split animals?  No.  What was the implication?  Only God signed the covenant.  God unconditionally pledged that Abram’s offspring would possess this land.  The reference to both offspring and land links this covenant with the earlier conditional promise that Abram would become a great nation (12:2).  ESV Study Bible.
· Why didn’t God make Abraham to pledge as well?  Did Abraham have anything to pledge against if God would do so?
· “From the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”  While the location of the northern boundary is clear, the designation “river of Egypt” is somewhat ambiguous.  It could refer to the Wadi el Arish (midway between Israel and the Nile; Num. 34:5, however, uses a slightly different expression for this).  Alternatively, “river” could refer to the eastern branch of the Nile.  (But the distinctive Hebrew term for the Nile is not used here.)  ESV Study Bible.
· While others occupied the land when the divine covenant was given, this promise was probably fulfilled for a time in the reign of Solomon (see 1 Kings 4:21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Why did God select Abram?  
· We call the first part of the Bible “Old Testament.”  What is a “testament”?  After studying this chapter, do you now understand what “contract” it refers to?  (The covenant God made with Abraham, and later reconfirmed with Moses.)
· We talked about the agreement among people earlier.  What are the differences between agreements among people and this covenant between God and Abram?  
· What does “New Testament” refer to then?  What are the promises of Jesus?  Do you now see the similarity between the two covenants?  What are the differences? 
· What are you still waiting for Jesus’ promises to be fulfilled?  Do you still have faith in God?  

· Wrapping up
· What are the implications of God’s covenant with Abram today?  
· By rejecting the use of human wealth to achieve greatness (14:22–24), Abram demonstrates his willingness to wait for God to provide.  Are you willing to do that for God’s sake?  Such as?  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  

Peter Luh, David Huang, Koh Han Seow, Dr. Jim Bell, and Pastor Phil Secker, 5/14/09 
Copyright UCBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2009 


Genesis 16 and 17, The Line between God’s Power and Our Effort, 5/22/09

· Opening
· What is faith?  Do you have faith in God?  If we have faith in God on something, then what else do we have to do?  Sit back and relax?  Try our best to help God?  Where is the line between God’s promise and our effort?
· Have you seen a family living together happily with two or more wives?  What usually happens in this circumstance?  Why?  
· What is the most difficult and chronicle issue in the international politics of modern history?  Mid East.  Who are the two sides of the conflicts?  Israel and Arabs.  From what we studied in the past few weeks, do you know where the Israeli came from? Abram/Abraham.  How about the Arabs?  Who was their ancestor?  Also Abram, through his son Ishmael.  These international conflicts actually originated as a family fight.  Very interesting, isn’t it?  We will see today how this big fight was originated.  Amazingly, this was recorded in the Bible!  
· Last Friday, we studied Genesis Chapter 15.  It falls into two closely related sections on God’s covenant with Abram: vv. 1–6 address Abram’s concern that he is still childless; vv. 7–21 focus on Abram’s desire to have a divine pledge that the land of Canaan will belong to his descendants.  Both elements are essential components of nationhood. God’s conditional promise in 12:2 that Abram will become a “great nation” is now guaranteed by a covenant, although the fulfillment will not take place until several centuries after Abram’s death.  
· Tonight, we shall study how Abram and Sarai took God’s promise of countless descendants into their own hands, and the intricate story that followed.  It is like a soap opera, but what are the consequences?  Everyone is suffering even today.  Believe it or not?  Is God merciful?  Is God still in control?  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 16 and 17.  

· How would you divide these two chapters into sections?  

· Sarai and Hagar (16:1-16) 
· Picture what happened.  
· The sharp contrast between the promise and the reality: Sarai still had no child after ten years.  The reality was as firm as God’s words.  What to do?
· The Birth of Ishmael.  Impatient for an heir, Sarai seeks to resolve the problem of her barrenness by having her maidservant, Hagar, bear a child on her behalf, a custom mentioned in other ancient Near Eastern texts.  Subsequent tensions between Sarai and Hagar cause the latter to run away.  By sending an angel-messenger, the Lord persuades Hagar to return, probably thus leading Abram to think that the child soon to be born, Ishmael, might indeed be the promised son. Theologically, this episode emphasizes the hearing and seeing nature of God, and his mercy.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Human’s effort.  16:2-4.
· Sarai’s reaction: “The Lord has kept me …” Is it right to say so?  Did Abram also think so?  See the end of v.2.  What was Sarai’s “blind spot” here?  God acts on his own time, not ours.  
· So Sarai decided to take it to her own.  The maidservant was a solution from man.  
· Abram agreed to what Sarai said.  Why?  Maybe this is the way that God means.  Did it work?  
· The Hebrew idiom implies that Abram obeyed Sarai.  Abram is possibly criticized here for conceding too readily to his wife’s request.  ESV Study Bible.  
· As a wife. Hagar’s status within Abram’s household is changed from servant to wife, although this does not place her on a par with Sarai.  ESV Study Bible.  
· While the OT records occasions when particular individuals have more than one wife, such instances are almost always fraught with complications and difficulties.  The taking of multiple wives is never encouraged in the Bible (see 2:24; Deut. 17:17) and usually arises out of peculiar circumstances.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “She conceived.”  Sarai’s “plan B” worked!  However…  The evil effect started to show up: Hagar despised Sarai – the beginning of the family struggle.
· Struggle within the family.  16:5-6.
· Sarai’s complaint: “You are responsible …” Did she have the right to say so?  She forgot it was her that had made all these happen.  
· What was Abram’s response? The Strategy of Ostrich: “Do whatever you want.”  A typical husband’s answer.  Was it the right answer?  What was the outcome?  Evil against evil, error on top of error.  Sarai reattributed Hagar with even bigger injustice.  
· The advice and promise of the angel of the Lord 16:7-14.
· The angel of the Lord.  The reference here is to an angel who has been commissioned to speak as God’s representative, and so the angel’s words are God’s words.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Did Hagar deserve sympathy?  God is merciful even if Hagar herself was partly blamable.
· The spring on the way to Shur.  Hagar’s flight takes her in the direction of Egypt, her homeland.  The location of the spring/well is clarified in 16:14, when it is named “Beer-lahai-roi.”  It “lies between Kadesh and Bered.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Submit to her.  Hagar is commanded by God to transform her attitude toward her mistress, Sarai; instead of despising her, she is to submit to her authority.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The angel promises Hagar that her son will become a strongly independent person.  Unlike his mother, he will not need to be servile toward others, but he will live a life of hostility toward others.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did God give such blessings to Hagar?  Mercy on her, punishment on Abram and Sarai, or a little of both?  
· Beer-lahai-roi means “well of the Living One who sees me.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Abram’s naming Ishmael.  16:15.
· By naming Ishmael, Abram publicly acknowledges him as his son and heir.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eighty-six years old. Ishmael is born 11 years after Abram settled in the land of Canaan.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· If you were Abram, what would you do?  If you were Sarai, what would you do?  
· Is God hearing, seeing and merciful?  
· Things seems to settle down.  But was it really so?  Did Abram obtain his heir this way?  Also, family struggle remerged in Chapter 21, and continued to even today.  

· Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision (17:1-14) 
· What is circumcision?  Are people circumcised these days?  Why?  Generally how old are people circumcised?  Why?  Do you know the history behind it?    
· Picture what happened.  
· The Covenant of Circumcision.  Thirteen years after the birth of Ishmael, the Lord appears to Abram.  In a series of speeches God announces that he will establish an eternal covenant with Abram and his offspring.  This covenant will involve Abram as the father of many nations; consequently, his name is changed to “Abraham.”  The sign of the covenant is circumcision.  In the future this covenant will be established with Isaac but not Ishmael, (although the latter, by being circumcised, will enjoy some of the benefits of the covenant).  Most of the chapter consists of a divine speech that focuses on the part to be played by God (vv. 4–8), Abraham (vv. 9–14) (and Sarah, vv. 15–16).  The nature and contents of the covenant distinguish it from the covenant of chapter 15, which is solely about future nationhood.  ESV Study Bible.
· God’s instructions.  17:1-2.
· Two closely related instructions are given to Abram, challenging him (1) to maintain an ongoing relationship with God and (2) to be faultless or perfect.  ESV Study Bible.
· Walk before me.  A distinctive verbal form in Hebrew is used here to underline the ongoing nature of this activity.  ESV Study Bible.
· Be blameless. The Hebrew term for “blameless” is also used of sacrificial animals, which were to be without blemish.  Noah, with whom God also made a covenant, is also described in 6:9 as a blameless man who walked with God.  ESV Study Bible.
· I will confirm my covenant.  The manner in which God introduces this covenant distinguishes it from the formally unconditional covenant already made in Chapter 15.  (Of course, there is an implied condition in Chapter 15: Abram must continue to believe God’s promises, and he must father offspring.)  Here, however, a conditional dimension is explicit, indicating that this covenant will benefit only those who walk before God and are blameless.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What are the major components of a nation?  People, land, and authority.  What were these promised by God to Abraham as a great nation?  
· The covenant.  17:3-8.
· The father of many nations.  These words summarize the covenant being established by God.  Everything else that God says in the rest of the chapter expands on this core affirmation.  To underline their importance, these words are repeated at the end of v. 5.  ESV Study Bible.
· Your name will be Abraham, for I have made you the father of many nations.  The transformation of Abram’s name to “Abraham” encapsulates the purpose of the covenant.  ESV Study Bible.
· Although the term “father” normally denotes a biological relationship, the Bible contains examples of its being used metaphorically.  The concept of Abraham’s being the “father of a multitude of nations” is probably related to the earlier divine promise that “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Gen. 12:3).  As a father figure, Abraham will have a profound influence on others, including those who are not his biological children.  ESV Study Bible.  
· I will make you very fruitful.  This promise echoes the divine blessing given at creation (1:28) and later repeated to Noah after the flood (9:1).  ESV Study Bible.
· Kings will come from you.  Fruitfulness is associated with human beings’ exercising dominion over the earth on God’s behalf (1:28; 9:1–7).  God’s covenant with Abraham anticipates the reestablishment of the creation mandate (i.e., Abraham is “another Adam,” a covenant representative).  Through this covenant the negative effects of the fall will ultimately be reversed.  ESV Study Bible.
· Circumcision.  17:9-13.
· What is circumcision?  Why?  Shall Christians be circumcised?  
· These verses introduce circumcision as God’s appointed sign of the covenant.  Circumcision is not a Hebrew invention.  For example, it was used in Egypt from very early periods as an act of ritual purity (apparently a requirement for men who would work in an Egyptian temple).  Some tomb scenes from as early as the Old Kingdom (c. 2575–2134 b.c.) depict the practice.  ESV Study Bible.
· You are to undergo circumcision.  Circumcision, which involves cutting off the foreskin of the penis, creates a mark that would not normally be visible to others.  The nature of the sign suggests that it was intended to focus attention on the importance of Abraham’s offspring, the royal line through which blessing would come.  ESV Study Bible.
· Every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised.  The covenant is not about establishing racial purity, since males who are not Abraham’s offspring are included.  Nor is it about social status; no distinction is drawn between those born in Abraham’s household and those bought with money.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eight days old.  To ensure that the covenant extends to the next generation, all newborn male children are to be circumcised at eight days of age.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Covenant.  Pastor Secker
· Suzerainty = (Command, empire, sway, rule; dominion, domination; sovereignty, supremacy, suzerainty; lordship, headship; chiefdom; seigniory, seigniority).  Covenants were very common in the ancient Near East.  They had five or six features.  For example, identification of the suzerain, a mighty act he had done, who the witnesses are, etc.  
· The Biblical covenants have a number of similarities.  For example, there were witnesses (whether stated or not) to the covenants.  In the Bible the witnesses are often the “heavens and the earth” (cf. Dt 30:19).  The major difference between these ancient near eastern covenants and the Biblical ones is that the former are mutually agreed upon.  God initiates all of the Biblical ones (with Adam, Noah, Abraham, David, the new covenant prophesied by Jeremiah and the new covenant itself) are all initiated by God.  
· So we have “I am the LORD, your God, who brought you out the land of Egypt...”  “Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself.”  Exodus 19.  
· There  are “conditions,” but in the Biblical covenants the condition are a response to God’s initiative and not conditions mutually agree on as a condition for the establishment of the covenant.  For example, a land owner may agree to sign over the deed to property to you if you pay him a certain amount.  Those are conditions agreed to beforehand by both parties.  In the Bible God says, I brought you out of slavery in Egypt and brought you to the Promised Land.  Now if you will keep the commandments I give you, you shall live.    
· Discussion.  
· Why many people today have been circumcised?  
· Should Christians be circumcised to follow God’s command here?  
· Will be cut off from his people.  Every uncircumcised male was excluded from the benefits of belonging to the covenant.  Circumcision distinguished those who believed in the importance of the divine promises to Abraham from those who did not.  This created a major theological problem for the early church as more and more Gentiles believed in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  While some Jewish believers argued that circumcision was necessary for salvation, Paul contended that “righteousness” comes through faith and that circumcision of the heart is what matters, not circumcision of the foreskin (see Rom. 2:25–29; 1 Cor. 7:18–19; Gal. 6:15).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Isaac's Birth Promised (17:15-27) 
· Picture what happened.  
· This section focuses on the part to be played by Sarah (vv. 15–19) and Ishmael (vv. 20-22), and finally Abraham again (vv. 23-27).  
· The new name Sarah and its meaning.  17:15-16.
· The name Sarai is changed to an alternative form, Sarah; both forms mean “princess.”  ESV Study Bible.
· I will give you a son by her.  God Almighty will overcome Sarah’s barrenness and provide a son for Abraham.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Laughed and said to himself.  Abraham’s reaction indicates that he considers God’s promise that Sarah will bear a son as, to say the least, highly improbable. They are too old to have children.  ESV Study Bible.
· Isaac – He laughs.  17:19.
· Isaac means “he laughs.”  The motif of laughter occurs in a number of passages associated with the birth of Isaac.  In v. 17 and 18:12–15, Abraham and Sarah, respectively, laugh out of unbelief that a son will be born to them, but there may be an element of incredulous joy in these instances as well.  The joy of giving birth to Isaac causes Sarah to laugh (21:6).  ESV Study Bible.
· “I will establish my covenant with him.”  How could God do things like this?  
· Echoing what has been said in 17:7, the above verse clarifies that the eternal covenant will be “established” with Isaac, but not Ishmael (see vv. 20–21).  Here an important distinction is drawn between those with whom the covenant is “established,” and those who may receive particular benefits of the covenant.  While Ishmael and the other male members of Abraham’s household are circumcised, the continuation of the covenant is linked to a unique line of Abraham’s descendants that continues through Isaac.  This line eventually leads to Jesus Christ, through whom God’s blessing is mediated in a saving way to others.  ESV Study Bible.
· Abraham’s response.  17:23-27.
· Through repeated references to circumcision, these verses underline the fact that Abraham conscientiously fulfilled God's instructions to him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Would you celebrate the birth of a new baby?  Would you laugh?  
· Who are Ishmael’s descendants?  How are they doing now?  

· Who are Ishmael’s descendants?  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishmael 
· Ishmael is a figure in the Torah, Bible, and Qur'an.  Jews, Christians and Muslims believe Ishmael is Abraham’s eldest son and first born and natural heir.  Ishmael is born of Sarai’s hand maiden Hagar.  Although born of Hagar, according to Mesopotamian law, Ishmael was credited as Sarai’s son; a legal heir through marriage.  According to the Genesis account, he died at the age of 137 (Genesis 25:17).  
· Both Jewish and Islamic traditions consider Ishmael as the ancestor of northern Arab people.  
· Judaism has generally viewed Ishmael as wicked though repentant.  Judaism maintains that Isaac (the father of the Jewish people) rather than Ishmael was the true heir of Abraham.  The New Testament contains few references to Ishmael.  In Christian biblical interpretation, Ishmael is used to symbolize the older—now rejected—Judaic tradition; Isaac symbolizes the new tradition of Christianity.  Islamic tradition, however, has a very positive view of Ishmael, giving him a larger and more significant role.  The Qur'an views him as an Islamic prophet.  According to the contextual interpretation of some early Islamic theologians whose view prevailed later, Ishmael was the actual son that Abraham was called on to sacrifice, as opposed to Isaac.

· Wrapping up
· Did Sarai and Abram’s actions help them to fulfill God’s promises?  
· How do we know the line between God’s power and our effort?  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  

Peter Luh, David Huang, Koh Han Seow, Rueifen Lin, Dr. Jim Bell, and Pastor Phil Secker, 5/21/09 
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Genesis 18 and 19, Sodom and Gomorrah, 5/29/09

· Opening
· What do you think about the H1N1 flu (or the Swine flu)?  Are you worrying about it?  Any steps have you taken to prevent from getting it?  Do you know what steps have been taken by other countries such as Japan, China, or Singapore?  How about SARS in 2003?  AIDS?  It seems that we live in the fear of many things, including the above plus earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes, etc.  Will a catastrophic disaster strike us in the near future?  Will the righteous suffer together with the wicked?  
· If there is a divine punishment on the wicked by God, would you plead for your loved ones who might be affected?  For the righteous among the wicked?  For the wicked?  Would God save the righteous among the wicked?  How?  
· Are you a good bargainer in markets?  What are the secrets of good bargainers in markets or in other places, e.g., a good raise for your salary?  Can you bargain with God?  How?  
· Last Friday, we studied Genesis Chapters 16 and 17 and saw how Abram and Sarai took God’s promise of countless descendants into their own hands, and the intricate story that followed.  It was like a soap opera, but what are the consequences?  Everyone is suffering even today.  It is indeed very difficult to know what should be reserved for God to do and what should be taken into our own hands.  
· Tonight, we shall study the divine destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, two sin cities.  It started with Lord’s appearing to Abraham at Mamre promising the birth of a son to Sarah at her old age; Abraham interceding on behalf of Lot’s family when he was told about God’s plan to destroy Sodom; the rescuing of Lot and his daughters (and his wife) from Sodom by angels; and Lot’s relationship with his daughters.  The focus is on the destruction of the sin cities and the stories surround it.  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 18 and 19.  

· How would you divide these two chapters into sections?  

· The Three Visitors (18:1-15)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Is there anything too difficult for God?  
· How would you treat visitors, including your good friends and those you don’t know?  What did Jesus tell us how to treat visitors, especially those in needs?  For the three visitors mentioned here, are they special?  How did Abraham treat them?  
· What news did the visitors bring to Abraham?  A good one and a bad one.  
· Abraham invited the visitors.  18:1-5.  
· Although 13:18 reports that Abram settled at the oaks of Mamre many years earlier, he is still dwelling in a tent.  ESV Study Bible.  
· He ran.  In the Middle East, an elderly man of some social standing would not normally respond in this way to visitors.  Bowed himself to the earth.  While this may have been a common mode of greeting others, it shows that Abraham regards the visitors as worthy of great respect.  ESV Study Bible.  
· My Lord.  The term here is a distinctive one for God in the OT.  The polite term of respect “my lord” has a slight difference of spelling, affecting the last vowel.  Abraham recognizes that one of his visitors is a divine manifestation.  This explains Abraham’s part in the conversation of 18:22–33.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A good meal prepared.  18:6-8.  
· These verses detail the preparations of the meal, underlining the expense to which Abraham goes in order to cater lavishly to his visitors.  ESV Study Bible.  
· He stood by them.  Abraham does not eat with the men, but like a servant, he waits on them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A son to Sarah promised.  18:9-15.  
· So Sarah laughed to herself.  Given her personal circumstances, Sarah laughs in disbelief at the idea of bearing a son to Abraham.  Her reaction mirrors her husband’s in 17:17.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Although Sarah was hidden from the men, her response does not go unnoticed by the Lord, who asks, Is anything too hard for the Lord?  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· If you were Abram in this situation, what would you do?  If you were Sarah, what would you do?  
· Is there anything too difficult for God based on your personal experience?  Could you please share your story?  

· Abraham Pleads for Sodom (18:16-33)  
· If president Obama tells you what he plans to do and asks you for advice, how would you respond to him?  Would he follow your advice if that is good?  Would he randomly choose a person to ask (not in a presidential campaign)?  How about God?  
· Picture what happened.  
· In this section the prospect of Sodom’s destruction is revealed by the Lord to Abraham.  Out of concern for Lot, Abraham intercedes with God regarding his nephew and his family.  The ensuing conversation underlines that the destruction of Sodom and the other cities of the plain is fully justified because of the inhabitants’ overwhelming wickedness.  Had there been as few as 10 righteous people in Sodom, the city would have been spared.  Abraham’s intercession for the Gentile cities of Sodom and Gomorrah is in line with his calling to be the vehicle of blessing to the whole world.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Shall God hide what he was going to do from Abraham?  18:16-19.  
· God chooses to disclose to Abraham what he is about to do on the grounds that Abraham has a unique role to fulfill regarding his own descendants and all the nations of the earth (v. 18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· I will go down to see.  These words reveal that the decision to destroy the cities of the plain was undertaken with careful scrutiny of the evidence.  This remark should not be interpreted as indicating limited knowledge on the part of God.  All that is implied is God’s direct attention to the matter.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This is an anthropomorphism - talking about God as though he were a man.  Like “the hand of God,” “the eyes of the Lord.”  Some sections of the OT have a lot of this (e.g., Gen 2:4b-3) while other sections do not (Gen 1-2:4a) probably reflecting different oral traditions that were used.  But there may be a little Semitic humor here too.  The citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah no doubt thought they were important cites.  But God has to “go down” to see them.  The same thing happens with the tower of Babel, which is even more ironic since its builders planned for it to reach up to heaven!  God has a sense of humor!  Pastor Secker.  
· Abraham’s negotiation with God.  18:23-33.  
· “Righteous” in the Bible usually does not mean sinless, but is used to those who do their best to follow the law.  Likewise “the wicked” usually means those who make no attempt to follow the law.  Pastor Secker.  
· Abraham’s response to God’s revelation is probably prompted by his concern for Lot, although Lot is not mentioned specifically.  But the main issue for Abraham is, will God destroy the righteous alongside the wicked?  Knowing that God must be true to his nature, Abraham poses the question, Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?  ESV Study Bible.  
· As Abraham engages with God on the fate of the righteous in Sodom, different scenarios are presented whereby the hypothetical number of righteous in the city is gradually reduced from 50 to 10.  God eventually affirms that for the sake of ten I will not destroy it.  The principle has been established that God will not punish the righteous along with the wicked.  As the next chapter reveals, only Lot and two of his children are actually rescued from the destruction of Sodom.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· How did Abraham engage with God?  Following God’s mind and plead for His mercy and justice.  
· What would happen if Abraham didn’t make the requests?  Also, what if there were ten righteous persons in Sodom and the Lord spared the city?  What would happen to the wicked?  Is there justice then?
· How should we pray?  

· Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed (19:1-29) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Briefly introduce the separation of Abram and Lot, and Lot’s eventual setting down in Sodom.  
· The men of Sodom are contrasted with Lot, who seeks to protect the two “visitors” from being sexually molested.  Lot’s hospitality toward the two men parallels that of Abraham.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lot invited the visitors.  19:1-3.  
· The two angels.  From the context, these are the two men who accompanied the Lord in Chapter 18, but subsequently separated from him (see 18:22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· What are the similarities and differences between how Abraham greeted the visitors vs. how Lot greeted the visitors?  
· Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom.  The opening scene parallels the start of Chapter 18, although the setting is now urban rather than rural.  Subtle differences in the reporting of these parallel events may be significant.  Like Abraham, Lot greets the two men by bowing before them and offering them hospitality.  Since it is evening, he invites them to spend the night in his house.  Lot, like Abraham, also provides a meal for the visitors, and there is no report of his wife assisting.  Unleavened bread implies that it was baked in haste.  By resembling Abraham, Lot demonstrates that he is righteous, unlike the men of Sodom.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did Lot invite the two angels?  What would happen if he hadn’t done so?  
· The sin city.  19:4-9.  
· Was Sodom very bad?  How could you tell?    
· We can have sex with them.  The context implies that the men of Sodom intend to have homosexual relations with the two visitors, hence the origin of the term “sodomy.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lot’s earlier insistence (Gen. 19:3) that the visitors should not spend the night in the square indicates that he feared for their safety.  ESV Study Bible.  
· By acting so wickedly against defenseless strangers, the entire community invites divine punishment.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lot’s readiness to protect the two men from the mob surrounding his house is commendable.  In desperation he offers his two unmarried daughters as substitutes – a shocking, cowardly, and inexcusable act (even if he intended this only as a bluff, or expected the offer to be rejected).  The reaction of the crowd only confirms the truly evil nature of their intentions.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The crowd’s hostility is now directed at Lot.  While he addresses them as “brothers,” they see him and resent him as a foreigner who has become the judge.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lot rescued.  19:14-23.  
· Did Lot’s future sons-in-law follow his advice?  Why or why not?  Was there a similar event in Genesis previously?  When Noah built the ark and his neighbors didn’t believe in him.  
· When he hesitated.  Even Lot is slow to grasp the seriousness of the situation.  Of necessity, in a display of divine mercy, the men physically pull Lot and his family out of the city.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Since the entire valley will be destroyed, Lot is told to escape to the hills.  He pleads, however, to be permitted to take refuge in a small city in the valley.  His request is granted, a further indicator of God’s mercy in the context of extensive judgment.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Sodom, Gomorrah and Lot’s wife perished.  19:24-26.  
· Then the Lord rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from the Lord out of the heavens (v. 24).  These words emphasize the divine nature of the punishment, the consequence of which is the total destruction of all the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah and all the vegetation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The theme of universal destruction echoes the flood story.  This judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah, the flood of Chapters. 6–9, and the later destruction of the Canaanites when the people of Israel entered the Promised Land (Deut. 20:16–18) all vividly demonstrate God’s righteous wrath against sin, his mercy in rescuing the godly from destruction, and the certainty of the final judgment to come (cf. 2 Pet. 2:4–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lot’s wife disregards the angel’s instruction not to look back (v. 17) and is transformed into a pillar of salt, engulfed perhaps in the fiery matter raining in molten lumps from the sky.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Is there a similar passage in the New Testimony?  Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:62.  
· Abraham saw the destruction.  19:27-29.  
· The narrative jumps away from Lot to focus briefly on Abraham, reminding the reader of his intercession for Lot and his family (18:20–33).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· From the perishing of Lot’s future sons-in-law and his wife, what can you say about Lot as the head of his household?  
· Why did God save Lot and his daughters?  Does God want to save you and your loved ones?  Does He need to grasp your hands?  
· Do we many times look back to what we loved so much?  What are those?  

· Lot and His Daughters (19:30-38) 
· Picture what happened.  
· The last unsavory episode in the life of Lot describes how he becomes the father of the Moabites and Ammonites.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lot and his two daughters.  19:30-36.  
· Although Lot had asked to escape to Zoar, the destruction of the valley fills him with such fear that he leaves the city and moves away to live in the hills.  There he and his daughters inhabit a cave.  Archaeological surveys have revealed that caves around the Dead Sea often served as places of refuge.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lot’s two daughters fear that the isolated location chosen by their father will prevent them from having husbands.  Having lost everything else, Lot may have wished to protect his daughters.  They, however, devise a plan whereby they will have intercourse with their father in order to have children.  Consequently, Lot is manipulated by his daughters, who make him drunk.  Ironically, although they have intercourse with him on consecutive nights, Lot has no knowledge of this taking place.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The origin of the Moabites and Ammonites.  19:37-38.  
· This unseemly episode explains the origin of the Moabites and Ammonites.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Is Lot a righteous person?  To what an extent?  See 2 Peter 2:4-10. 
· Are we living in a good or bad environment?  Are we adversely affected by the bad things surrounding us?  Examples?  Should we move to a more Godly place?  

· Wrapping up
· God is loving, kind, and merciful, but He is just.  Let us live a righteous life, get close to him and avoid wicked things.  Let us also intercede for others in our prayers.    
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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Genesis 21 and 22, Abraham Tested, 6/5/09

· Opening
· What is the dearest thing in your life?  Money, car, house, career, girlfriend/ boyfriend, son/daughter, or God?  Why are they so precious?  To what an extent?  
· Facing a very difficult task, do you tend to do it right away or would you be very hesitant to get it started?  
· Do you fear God?  Really?  How do you know that you fear God?  How could others know that you fear God, noting that devils fear God too?  What is the relationship between faith and actions?  
· Last Friday, we studied Genesis Chapters 18 and 19 about the divine destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, two sin cities.  It started with Lord’s appearing to Abraham at Mamre promising the birth of a son to Sarah at her old age; Abraham interceding on behalf of Lot’s family when he was told about God’s plan to destroy Sodom; the rescuing of Lot and his daughters (and his wife?) from Sodom by angels; and Lot’s relationship with his daughters.  God is loving, kind, and merciful, but He is also just.  Let us live a righteous life, get close to him and avoid wicked things.  Let us also intercede for others in our prayers and help them out in actions.  
· Tonight, we shall skip Chapter 20 and move on to Chapters 21 and 22, talking about the birth of Isaac by Sarah as promised by God, the sending away of Hagar and Ishmael under the request of Sarah, and the test of Abraham by God to sacrifice Isaac – his son and his only son.  Did Abraham do it?  What was the result?  What are the implications today?  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 21 and 22.  

· How would you divide these two chapters into sections?  

· The Birth of Isaac (21:1-7)  
· Picture what happened.  
· The In fulfillment of God’s promise, Sarah bears Abraham a son, who is named Isaac.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Birth of Isaac.  21:1-7.  
· What he had promised.  See 17:16, 19, and 21.  
· How long ago did God promise that?  A year ago.  Why a year ago?  
· Isaac means “he laughs.”  The motif of laughter occurs in a number of passages associated with the birth of Isaac.  In 17:17 and 18:12–15, Abraham and Sarah, respectively, laugh out of unbelief that a son will be born to them, but there may be an element of incredulous joy in these instances as well.  The joy of giving birth to Isaac causes Sarah to laugh (21:6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· How old were Abraham and Sarah when Isaac was born?  100 and 90, respectively.  A miracle son and a promised son!  
· Discussion  
· It is a great pleasure to have a baby borne to a family.  If you have a son in your old age as what Abraham and Sarah did, how would you feel?  How would you take care of him?  

· Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away (21:8-21)  
· Picture what happened.  
· In due course Isaac is confirmed as Abraham’s heir, when God instructs Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away.  While Isaac takes priority over Ishmael, God does not abandon Hagar and her son.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The big feast, the mocking by Ishmael, and the request from Sarah (21:8-10).  
· The day that Isaac was weaned.  Isaac was probably two or three years old.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Did everyone share the joy of Abraham and Sarah?  No!  
· Although Ishmael is Abraham’s son, Sarah does not want him to be an heir alongside Isaac.  ESV Study Bible.  
· If you were Sarah or Abraham, what would you do?  
· God’s advice and Abraham’s decision.  21:11-14.  
· While Abraham is reluctant to send Ishmael away, God reassures him that this is for the best.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.  Even though Ishmael is older than Isaac, God confirms that Isaac will take priority over Ishmael.  The importance of this is picked up in Rom. 9:6-9 and Heb. 11:18.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Romans 9:6-9.  For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.  Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children.  On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”  In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring.  For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”  
· What are the implications of the above?  
· The life of Ishmael.  21:15-21.  
· A contrast of laugh and cry.  
· God’s intervention saves Hagar and confirms to her that her son will become a great nation, echoing the promise given to Abraham in v. 13.  ESV Study Bible.  
· God heard the voice of the boy.  Although this passage avoids using his personal name, “Ishmael” means “God hears” (see 16:11).  Although it was Ishmael’s misbehavior that led to the expulsion from Abraham’s household, God reaffirms his promise: “I will make him into a great nation” (21:18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Wilderness of Paran.  The central region in northern Sinai.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· If you have more than one child, how do you treat them?  
· Who were Abraham’s descendents?  
· Galatians 4:28-31.  Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.  At that time the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit.  It is the same now.  But what does the Scripture say?  “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.”  Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.  

· Skip 21:22-34, The Treaty at Beersheba 

· Abraham Tested (22:1-19) 
· Picture what happened.  
· How many sons did Abraham have at this point of time?  One!  
· If you were Abraham, what would you do?  
· This episode brings to a climax God’s ongoing interaction with Abraham, resulting in an important divine oath.  The conditional promises of 12:1–3 are now unconditionally guaranteed as a result of Abraham’s preparedness to sacrifice his son.  Put to the test, Abraham displays remarkable trust in God, especially when the death of Isaac would appear to contradict all that God had promised to Abraham.  The passage conveys two truths for its original audience: (1) it shows the kind of faith that Abraham had, and commends it for Israel; and (2) it shows that “substitution” is a part of the “atoning sacrifices” that God will direct Israel to offer.  James 2:21–22 says that by Abraham’s works here, his faith (from Gen. 15:6) was “completed,” i.e., brought to its full and proper expression.  This shows that “justified” in James 2:21 probably has the sense “shown to be righteous,” rather than the sense “counted righteous” often found in Paul’s writings.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A very difficult request.  22:1-2.  
· The genuineness of Abraham’s obedience to God is tested.  While it is not unknown for God to test individuals, testing must be clearly distinguished from tempting. God does not tempt anyone to do evil; he does, however, test the commitment of people (e.g., Ex. 15:25; 16:4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· James 1:13-15.  When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.”  For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  
· Your only son Isaac, whom you love.  With the departure of Ishmael from Abraham’s household, Isaac had become Abraham’s only son.  As such, he was held with much affection by his father.  ESV Study Bible. 
· Land of Moriah.  According to 2 Chron. 3:1, Solomon constructed the temple on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem.  While Genesis 22 does not specify that the sacrifice of Isaac took place at or near Jerusalem, v. 14 possibly implies such a connection.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A burnt offering involved the entire sacrifice being consumed by fire.  What are needed for a burnt offering?  
· The outcome of the incident makes it clear that God never intended the directive to be fulfilled.  Thus, taken as a whole (in terms of both the command and the outcome), the incident cannot be seen to conflict with God’s moral law.  Because this was by far the greatest demand that God could have made of Abraham, it confirmed the depth of the Patriarch's commitment.  Abraham was willing to kill his own son, although as the author of Hebrews observes (Heb. 11:17–19), he prepared to do so believing that God was able to bring Isaac back to life again.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The long and dark journey.  22:3-8.  
· On the third day.  It requires about two days to travel on foot from Beersheba to Jerusalem, a distance of about 45 miles (72 km).  Elsewhere, two days also represents the time set aside to prepare for a special encounter with God on the third day (see Ex. 19:11).  Perhaps this sets the pattern for the significant “third day.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· I and the boy go . . . come back to you.  While Abraham is committed to sacrificing Isaac, he plans to do so in the belief that both of them will return (see Heb. 11:17–19).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Heb. 11:17–19.  By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice.  He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”  Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.  
· God himself will provide the lamb.  It is unclear whether Abraham is speaking ironically here (Isaac is the “lamb”), or whether he is expressing faith that somehow God will preserve his son.  As it turns out, God does provide a substitute for Isaac.  ESV Study Bible.  
· On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.  22:9-14.  
· The repetition of the name Abraham, Abraham underscores the urgency of the intervention (cf. 22:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Now I know that you fear God.  Abraham’s action confirms his faithful obedience to God.  While Abraham’s faith was earlier the means by which God counted him as righteous (15:6), that faith is now “active along with his works,” and the faith is “completed by his works” (James 2:21–23), so that his faith resulted in obedience, which is its expected outcome.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Behind him was a ram.  Although Abraham has passed the test, God provides a ram so that it may be sacrificed as a burnt offering.  In Genesis such sacrifices are associated with solemn promises made by God (see 8:20–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Instead of his son.  The fact that a ram died in the place of Isaac has led many Christian interpreters to see introduced here the principle of substitutionary atonement, which would later become a reality in the substitutionary sacrificial death of Christ on the cross, as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Echoing Abraham’s earlier comment to Isaac in v. 8, the location is named The Lord will provide.  On the basis of this, the belief developed (as it is said to this day) that God would provide the sacrifice necessary to atone for sin.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The mount of the Lord.  This probably denotes the hill on which the temple was later built in Jerusalem (see Isa. 2:3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The divine oath by God.  22:15-18.  
· The divine oath recorded in these verses should not be overlooked, for it brings to a climax a process that started with the conditional promises made by God to Abraham in 12:1–3.  ESV Study Bible.  
· By I swear by myself.  The fact that God swears by himself gives to these words a unique authority, assuring Abraham that they will indeed be fulfilled (see Heb. 6:13–18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The oath falls into two parts: whereas the first half focuses on Abraham’s many descendants, the second part concentrates on a single descendant who will overcome his enemies and mediate blessing to all the nations of the earth.  Although the second half of the oath is often taken to refer to all of Abraham’s descendants, Genesis as a whole is interested in tracing a single unique line of offspring that will eventually bring forth a special King who will rule over the Gentiles, and the reference to “his enemies” points in this direction.  This is why Paul (Gal. 3:16) can insist on one offspring, who is “Christ” (i.e., the Messiah for “offspring” as a particular descendant).  And this explains why Isaac is clearly set apart from Ishmael as Abraham’s heir.  From the perspective of the whole Bible, this oath to Abraham comes to fulfillment in Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Because you . . . have not withheld your son, your only son.  The central focus of God’s words to Abraham is on the way in which Abraham’s actions are a vindication of his faith (see Rom. 4:3, 22–23; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23).  Many also see an allusion in Rom. 8:32 to this verse.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· If you were Abraham, what would you do?  How could Abraham have such faith in God?  
· Can you see the similarities between this event and Jesus’ death on the cross?  Only beloved son.  Three days.  
· What is your test?  Money?  Career?  Spouse?  Children?  How to have stronger faith in God?  When God calls you by name, what will be your answer?  “Here I am”?  
· Can we clearly distinguish tests from God or temptation by the devil?  Do you remember how Jesus was tempted by the devil in the desert?  
· Matthew 4:5-7.  Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down.  For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  

· Nahor’s Sons (22:20-24) 
· Picture what happened.  
· Nahor’s Children.  
· Genealogies often demarcate major sections of material in Genesis.  These verses, which function like a minor genealogy, divide the main part of the Abraham story (Chapters 12–22) from several episodes that serve as an appendix to the life of Abraham: the death and burial of Sarah (Chapter 23); the acquisition of a wife for Isaac (Chapter 24); and the death of Abraham (25:1–11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The special reference to Rebekah in 22:23 anticipates the events of Chapter 24 when Abraham sends a servant to Paddan-aram to find a bride for Isaac from among his relatives.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Wrapping up
· Can you see the differences between Adam and Abraham?  Why such differences?  
· Where in the spectrum between Adam and Abraham are you in?  Do you want to move to which direction?  How?  
· God saved Isaac.  However, he later on gave us his son and his only son Jesus – the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  Wow!  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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· Opening
· Do you remember how you first met your spouse?  What was the scene?  At what time did you commit yourself to him/her?  Was that commitment a mistake?  
· If you are not married yet, what kind of a partner for life are you looking for?  What is your “ideal” partner?  Have you been praying for this issue?  
· Could you imagine the old system where marriages were set up by parents and match makers where family background is of paramount importance?  How importance is the family background today?  
· Last Friday, we studied Genesis Chapters 21 and 22, talking about the birth of Isaac by Sarah as promised by God, the sending away of Hagar and Ishmael under the request of Sarah, and the test of Abraham by God to sacrifice Isaac – his son and his only son.  Hope that you could see the differences between Adam and Abraham.  Also, God saved Isaac.  However, he later on gave us his son and his only son Jesus as a sacrifice for all of us – Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  Wow!  
· Tonight, we shall skip Chapter 23 on the death of Sarah, and move on to Chapter 24 – the miraculous event of searching a wife for Isaac.  What were the criteria?  Who were involved?  Who were selected?  Was the event miraculous?  What are the implications on us today?  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 24.  

· Overview  
· How would you divide these two chapters into sections?  
· The account of how Rebekah becomes Isaac’s wife forms one of the longest episodes in the book of Genesis.  Displaying exceptional narrative skill, the author highlights how God controls events so that, after a long journey from Canaan to northern Mesopotamia, Abraham’s servant is guided to Rebekah.  The journey from Hebron, where Sarah was buried [23:19], to Nahor [in the district of Haran], where Rebekah lived [24:10], was approximately 520 miles or 837 km along ancient routes, a journey that would have taken Abraham’s servant approximately 21 days to travel; a man traveling alone could go an average of 25 miles a day or so, faster than a caravan, whose travel speed would be about 17–23 miles per day.  Then, like Abraham, Rebekah must leave her family and country in an act of faith in order to journey to Canaan and marry Isaac, whom she has never met.  Genesis’s first audience would marvel at how God orchestrated the servant’s faithfulness, Rebekah’s positive response, and some unlikely events (e.g., v. 15) to bring about the marriage; they would be better able to see their very existence as the result of God’s guiding hand.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Abraham, His Chief Servant, and the Oath (24:1-9)  
· Picture what happened.  
· How was Abraham at that time?  
· What was the task that Abraham asked his chief servant to do?  Is that an easy one?  
· Why didn’t Abraham want to pick a wife for Isaac from Canaan?  Also, why he didn’t want the servant to take Isaac back to his own home town?  
· The situation of Abraham at that time.  24:1  
· Sarah died at the age of 127 and was buried in Hebron (Genesis 23), and Isaac lived in Negev (24:62).  
· The observation that the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things confirms the special relationship between God and Abraham.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The unfinished business.  24:2-6  
· Abraham is deeply concerned that Isaac should not marry a Canaanite; he fears that this will draw him away from worshiping the Lord.  From Chapter 9 onward, the Canaanites are frequently portrayed as being wicked.  ESV Study Bible.  The sin cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  
· Abraham entrusts the important task of finding a wife for Isaac to his most reliable servant, “the oldest” of his household, who had charge of all that he had.  To place his servant under oath, Abraham instructs him to put your hand under my thigh.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Put your hand under my thigh.  This was a common way of confirming an agreement in the Ancient Near East.  The hand was placed on the testicles as a sign of trust.  Pastor Secker.  
· In spite of having left Haran in northern Mesopotamia almost a hundred years earlier, Abraham refers to it as my country.  He hopes that a wife may be found for Isaac from among his relatives there.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Although Abraham insists that Isaac’s wife should come from his kindred in Mesopotamia, he emphasizes that Isaac himself should not return there.  Isaac’s future is to be in Canaan, for God has promised this land to Abraham’s descendants.  Later, Abraham’s grandson Jacob will get wives from the same region (29:1–28).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Abraham’s faith in God.  24:7-9  
· How could Abraham be so confident?  He understood the promise of God: “To your offspring I will give this land” Genesis 12:7.  
· Did Abraham have a Plan B?  
· Discussion  
· What kind of faith in God did Abraham have?  
· What is your expectation on your future daughter-in-law or son-in-law?  

· The Chief Servant’s Journey, His Prayer, and the God-Sent Girl (24:10-27)  
· Picture what happened.  
· What did the chief servant bring with him?  What did he do after getting to the town of Nahor?  What was his prayer and why?  
· Who and how was Rebekah?  Who were Milcah and Nahor?  See Genesis 11:27-30.  A very complicated relationship.  
· The chief servant’s prayer.  24:12-14  
· What were the criteria of the chief servant?  Same as or different from those of Abraham?  Why?  
· The servant (like Abraham) has faith in the Lord and prays for guidance.  The conditions set by the servant reveal that he is seeking a wife who has a generous and caring disposition similar to that of God, who shows steadfast love to Abraham.  The specific request in v. 14 is not the ordinary way to ask for guidance – the servant might better have asked for wisdom to discern the best wife for Isaac rather than to probe into what God had providentially appointed.  Nevertheless, God graciously honors the request as his means of directing events.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rebekah’s actions and the gifts she received.  24:17-22  
· Rebekah’s actions exactly mirror what the servant had earlier prayed for.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The big gifts: A gold nose ring weighing a beka (about 1/5 ounce or 5.5 grams) and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels (about 4 ounces or 110 grams).  Wow!  
· The thanksgiving prayer.  24:27  
· God’s swift answer to the servant’s prayer evokes an immediate response of worship and praise.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· What kind of person was Rebekah?  A good heart and beautiful!  
· Can you relate the chief servant’s criteria to what Jesus said about how we should treat people, especially strangers?  
· Can you see the influence of Abraham on the chief servant?  Can we see the influence of us on our relatives and friends?  Good influence or bad influence?  

· Meeting Rebekah’s Family and Their Decisions (24:28-61)  
· Picture what happened.  
· How did the chief servant present himself?  
· At Rebekah’s home, why didn’t the chief servant eat first?  
· How did he present the case?  Was it good?  
· What were the responses by Rebekah’s family and by herself?  
· Rebekah’s brother Laban.  24:29  
· The actions of Laban, Rebekah’s brother, suggest that he has taken on the day-to-day responsibility of overseeing the family.  While Laban’s father Bethuel is still alive (cf. v. 50), his lack of involvement in the narrative suggests that he may well be incapacitated, possibly through old age.  ESV Study Bible.  
· More will be said about Laban in later chapters as related to Jacob.  
· The introduction by the chief servant.  24:34-49  
· The long speech by the servant closely repeats much of what has already been narrated in the first part of the chapter.  Additional minor details are occasionally included; for example, v. 47 reveals that the gold ring mentioned in v. 22 was put on Rebekah’s nose.   ESV Study Bible.  
· The decision by Laban and Bethuel.  24:50-52  
· This is from the Lord; . . . as the Lord has directed.  Rebekah’s brother and father acknowledge that the providential nature of all that has taken place convincingly indicates that Rebekah should become Isaac’s wife.  This is clearly God’s will.   ESV Study Bible.  
· What did the chief servant do after hearing the response of Laban and Bethuel?  
· Hurrying to get back and the decision by Rebekah.  24:54-58  
· Why did the chief servant want to get back the next morning?  What was the response of Laban?  Rebekah?  
· Like Abraham, Rebekah must leave her family and country in an act of faith in order to journey to Canaan and marry Isaac, whom she has never met.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The blessing on Rebekah.  24:60  
· The hopes expressed in this brief blessing echo the divine oath made to Abraham in 22:17, emphasizing both many descendants and a special descendant who will conquer his enemies.   ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Did the chief servant do a good job?  Was he a very skillful negotiator?  Did he do things quickly or put things off?  If you were him, how would you do it?  Also, was this the work of the chief servant alone or is it the work of God?  
· If you were Laban or Bethuel, what would be your responses?  
· How about if you were Rebekah?  Do you have the faith and courage, like what Abraham had, to leave your family and country to journey to Canaan and marry Isaac, whom you have never met?  
· What was the role of the costly gifts that the chief servant brought with him in the decisions by Rebekah and her family?  

· The Marriage of Isaac and Rebekah (24:62-67)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Who was the first person that Rebekah met after getting there?  Why?  
· How was the marriage afterward?  
· The meeting of the couple.  24:63-65  
· Isaac went out.  This is another divinely directed event, which allows for Isaac to be the first person to meet Rebekah when they arrive at Isaac’s homeland.   ESV Study Bible.  
· She took her veil and covered herself.  It was customary for a woman to cover her face with a veil during the period of betrothal.   ESV Study Bible.  
· The Marriage.  24:67  
· She became his wife.  This is another key event leading toward the fulfillment of the promise to make of Abraham a great nation.   ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Did Isaac and Rebekah live happily ever after?  The story of Jacob and Esau later on.  

· Wrapping up
· What do you think about Abraham, the chief servant, and Rebekah?  
· Our marriage might not be that drastic as what was described here.  However, can you sense God’s guidance in your life?  Please share your experience.  How can we know God’s guidance?  Can we see our very existence as the result of God’s guiding hand?  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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Genesis 25:19-34 and Chapter 27, Isaac’s Blessing, 6/26/09

· Opening
· In a family, father and mother have different roles in bringing up their children.  In your family, which of them love you more?  Why?  
· Do you have a brother or a sister?  How do you get along?  Were both of you fairly treated by your parents?  What has been the impact of that on you?  
· For those who are now parents, do you treat your children differently?  Why?  
· How much can a person lie to others?  To a few for a long time?  To many for a short while?  To many for a long time?  For the last case, will that person suffer badly at the end?  
· Two weeks ago, we studied Genesis Chapters 24, talking about the miraculous event of searching for a wife for Isaac.  We saw how God controlled events so that, after a long journey from Canaan to northern Mesopotamia, Abraham’s servant was guided to Rebekah.  Then, like Abraham, Rebekah left her family and country in an act of faith in order to journey to Canaan and marry Isaac, whom she had never met.  Our marriage might not be that drastic as what was described there.  However, hope that we can sense God’s guidance in our life.  
· Tonight, we shall talk about Esau and Jacob, the twin sons of Isaac and Rebekah.  Isaac loved Esau, and Rebekah loved the Jacob.  When Isaac was very old and blind and was about to die, he had one major gift to give to Esau.  Then a story developed where Rebekah helped Jacob to get it by deception.  How could that be?  What was the outcome?  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 25:19-34 and Chapter 27.  

· The Birth of Esau and Jacob (25:19-34)  
· Picture what happened.  
· This section plays an important role by introducing Isaac and Rebekah’s twin sons, who become the central characters in Chapters. 25–36.  Significantly, the account of their birth is proleptic in nature, i.e., it anticipates future developments in the story.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The birth of Esau and Jacob.  25:21-26.  
· Because she was barren.  As Sarah had been (see 11:30).  Rebekah was barren for 20 years.  Isaac’s offspring, like Abraham’s, were a special gift in fulfillment of God’s covenant promises.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The observation that the children struggled together within her introduces one of the main themes of Chapters 25–36.  The relationship between the twin boys will be largely hostile.  Conflict between brothers is a recurring motif in Genesis, beginning with Cain and Abel, and is a constant reminder of the negative impact of the fall on human existence.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Were Esau and Jacob identical twins or non-identical twins?  How could you know?  
· The ancient law of primogeniture provided that, under ordinary circumstances, the younger of two sons would be subservient to the older.  God’s election of the younger son highlights the fact that God’s people are the product not of natural or worldly development but of his sovereign intervention in human affairs.  NIV Study Bible.  
· God’s selection of Jacob wasn’t because Jacob was better – he hadn’t been born yet.    
· With his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.  The name “Jacob” not only resembles the Hebrew term for “heel” but also has the connotation of “deceiver.”  The motif of deception appears in a number of episodes associated with Jacob.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Esau selling his birthright to Jacob.  25:27-34.  
· Are you the first born son?  What is the significance of that?  
· This episode centers on Esau’s dismissive attitude toward his birthright.  While Jacob may be criticized for exploiting his brother in a moment of weakness, Esau is indifferent toward his firstborn status.  He does not grasp the significance of all that God has promised to fulfill through the unique line descended from Abraham, of which he is the natural heir.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The contrast between Esau and Jacob is reflected in their personalities.  The manlier, outdoor-oriented Esau is loved by his father, whereas the quieter, domesticated nature of Jacob makes him his mother’s favorite.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In Hebrew the name Edom is similar to the word red.  ESV Study Bible.  
· So Esau despised his birthright.  Esau was contemptuous of his special firstborn status.  On the basis of this, Heb. 12:16 describes Esau as “unholy.”  Esau did not appreciate that his birthright was linked to God’s plan of redemption for the whole world.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Have you heard about EQ?  Between Esau and Jacob, which one had higher EQ?  How about your EQ?  
· Do you have a brother or a sister?  How do you get along?  What should be the “ideal” relationship among brothers and sisters in a family?  Among Christians?  

· Jacob Gets Isaac’s Blessing (27:1-40)  
· Picture what happened.  
· How important is blessing from God?  From pastors?  From fellow Christians?  
· Isaac’s intention to bless Esau is subverted by Rebekah, who helps Jacob receive the blessing of the firstborn.  This event not only builds on the earlier incident when Esau sells his birthright to Jacob (25:29–34), but also develops the divine statement in 25:23 that the older will serve the younger.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Although Rebekah’s actions involved deception, the text simply reports what Rebekah did without condoning or commenting on her actions.  Nevertheless, the first audience again would see the ways in which God in his sovereignty uses all kinds of actions (good, bad, and mixed) to bring his people to the place in which they find themselves.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rebekah’s deceptive scheme.  27:1-17.  
· Why did Isaac want to bless Esau only and secretly?  
· Isaac is introduced as both old and blind.  Both factors are important in light of subsequent events.  Near to death, Isaac decides that the time has come to bless his firstborn son, Esau.  Such blessings were very important, for as prayers addressed to God they were viewed as shaping the future of those blessed.  Isaac’s blindness enables Jacob to avoid detection when he pretends to be Esau.  It may also be implied that Isaac’s physical loss of sight reflects an inner blindness that makes him oblivious to Esau’s shortcoming and God’s purpose for Jacob (25:23).  ESV Study Bible.  “Delicious food” is also important here.  
· So that I may give you my blessing before I die.  The paternal blessing that Isaac wishes to give to Esau is important because it will establish the identity of the heir to the divine promises given to Abraham and Isaac.  In light of this, the “firstborn” line will eventually lead to a royal descendant through whom all the nations of the earth will be blessed.  Much of the story involving Esau and Jacob centers on these concepts and how the younger twin, Jacob, acquires both the firstborn birthright and the related paternal blessing.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rebekah was listening.  The narrator unambiguously states that Rebekah instigates and coordinates the deception undertaken by Jacob.  This mitigates, but does not remove, Jacob’s guilt in deceiving his father.  ESV Study Bible.  
· My son, listen carefully and do what I tell you.  Rebekah proves to be just as deceitful as Jacob, whose very name signifies deceit.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What were Jacob’s initial reactions?  What were Rebekah’s responses?  
· Jacob stole Isaac’s blessing.  27:18-29.  
· I am Esau your firstborn.  This is an outright lie, and in violation of God’s later command in Ex. 20:16.  Isaac’s reaction to Jacob’s assertion suggests that he is not immediately convinced that this is Esau.  The subsequent conversation adds to the drama of the story.  Isaac is eventually persuaded when he smells Esau’s clothing, which Jacob had earlier put on.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Isaac failed because he depended on his fallible senses – touch (v. 22), taste (v. 25), and smell (v. 27) – rather than upon spiritual understanding.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The Lord your God.  Jacob compounded his guilt by taking the Lord’s name in vain.  Here Jacob regards the Lord as the God of his father.  Later the Lord will reveal Himself as the God of Jacob (28:13-15; 20-22; 33:20).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The blessing pertained to the land’s fertility (v. 28), and to dominion (v. 29).  
· May nations serve you, and peoples bow down to you.  Isaac’s blessing for his “firstborn” goes far beyond requesting an abundance of material necessities (v. 28).  Here Isaac asks for universal sovereignty, embracing not only immediate family but also peoples and nations.  This blessing clearly builds on the divine promise to Abraham that kings will be among his descendants (17:6, I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you).  
· May those who curse you be cursed, and those who bless you be blessed.  These words, which echo God’s promise to Abraham in 12:3, develop a motif in Genesis whereby God’s blessing or favor is mediated to others through members of the unique line.  This blessing, however, is excluded from those who disdain God’s chosen ones.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Isaac’s blessing on Esau.  27:30-40.  
· How did Esau respond to the event?  Why did Isaac have one blessing only?  
· When Esau returns to discover what has happened, he is filled with anger toward his brother.  From Esau’s perspective, Jacob has cheated him out of both his birthright and his blessing, although Esau willingly forfeited his birthright to Jacob.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Indeed he will be blessed.  The ancient world believed that blessings and curses had a kind of magical power to accomplish what they pronounced.  But Isaac, as heir and steward of God’s covenant blessing, acknowledged that he had solemnly transmitted that heritage to Jacob by way of a legally binding bequest.  NIV Study Bible.  
· You shall break his yoke from your neck.  Although Jacob has been given authority over his older twin brother, Isaac indicates that Esau will eventually free himself from his brother’s control.  Later, Esau’s descendants settle outside the Promised Land, to the east of the Jordan River (see note on 32:3–5), eventually taking control of Seir, which is later named “Edom” (see note on 36:1–37:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Herod the Great was a descendant of Esau.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Where is the line between God’s responsibilities and our responsibilities?  Was Rebekah correct in her deceptive scheme?  
· How many lies are in this chapter?  Can you see that one lie leads to another?  How many are needed?  Should we follow what Jacob did?  
· While God initially mediated His covenant blessing through the patriarchs, after the Mosaic Law was given, God’s blessing was mediated to all his people through he priest (Num. 6:22-27).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites.  Say to them: “Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”  
· Are we blessed by God?  Have you blessed others?  Should we?  

· Jacob Flees to Laban (27:41-46)  
· Picture what happened.  
· I will kill my brother Jacob.  When Rebekah learns of Esau’s desire to murder his brother, she encourages Jacob to take refuge in northwestern Mesopotamia (Haran) with her brother Laban.  Fratricide is a common theme in Genesis.  ESV Study Bible.    
· Jacob is sent to find a wife.  This section, which continues the account of Jacob’s deception of Isaac, focuses on the issue of finding an appropriate wife for Jacob and presupposes a knowledge of the earlier comment in 26:34–35 about Esau’s choice of wives.  Isaac and Rebekah encourage Jacob to get a wife from among their relatives who are living in northwest Mesopotamia.  Their advice to Jacob in turn prompts Esau to take another wife, on this occasion from Ishmael’s family.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Hittite women.  Rebekah is probably alluding here to Esau’s wives (see 26:34–35), although she could be referring to Hittite women in general.  She may have deliberately raised this issue in order to provide a rationale for sending Jacob away, conscious of Esau’s desire to kill him.  ESV Study Bible.  If this is the case, then another lie!
· Discussion  
· Was Jacob a great deceiver?  Do you think that he will be deceived by others?  How seriously?  We will find out more next time.  
· Can you comment the four key persons involved here?  Each one has his/her own strengths and shortcomings.  Why did God select Jacob?  

· Wrapping up
· What can we learn from today’s story?  God’s plan will be fulfilled through various the means.  Nevertheless, shall we “help” God like what Rebekah did?  Trust and obey!
· What is the brotherly love?  What would be the ideal relationship among siblings and among Christians?  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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Genesis 28 and 29, Jacob’s Love Story and the Result, 7/10/09

· Opening
· Have you heard about the recent love story of Mark Sanford, Governor of South Carolina, and his Argentine friend Maria Belen Chapur?  What do you think about it?  What do you think about Sanford’s explanation of the events?  
· Do you still remember how you met your spouse or boyfriend/girlfriend the first time?  How long did you wait to get married (or are you still waiting)?  How was the time in-between the first time you met and when you got married?  Very happy?  How about now?  
· Have you ever been the “unwanted” person in a family or in a group?  How did you feel?  What did you do to overcome the bad situation?  What happened then?  
· Hope that you had a good Independence Day.  Two weeks ago, we studied Genesis Chapters 25:19-34 and 27, talking about Esau and Jacob, the twin sons of Isaac and Rebekah.  Isaac loved Esau, and Rebekah loved the Jacob.  Jacob deceived Esau to get the firstborn right.  When Isaac was old and blind and was about to die, he had one major gift, his blessing, to give to Esau.  Then a complicated story developed where Rebekah helped Jacob to get it by deception.  What do you think about Jacob?  Esau?  
· Tonight, we shall talk about the love story of Jacob and the result.  We shall see how Jacob was sent to his uncle Laban, and how magically he met his cousin Rachel.  Then a complicated story developed where Jacob was deceived by uncle Laban, in a big way.  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 28 and 29.  

· Jacob Sent to Laban and Esau Marries an Ishmaelite (28:1-9)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Jacob was sent to Laban.  Gen. 28:1–5.  
· In response to Rebekah’s negative observation about Hittite wives, Isaac instructs Jacob to take a wife from Laban’s family.  (Abraham issued similar instructions in 24:3–4.)  This advice, which coincides with Rebekah’s desire that Jacob should flee from Esau, requires Jacob to go to Paddan-aram.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Isaac’s blessing of Jacob, as in 27:29, explicitly requests that God Almighty will give the blessing of Abraham to Jacob.  Although Jacob is being sent away to Haran in northwest Mesopotamia, Isaac anticipates that he will return to Canaan in order to take possession of the land divinely given to Abraham.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A company of peoples.  This echoes the motif of Abraham as father of many nations (17:4–6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Esau Marries an Ishmaelite.  Gen. 28:6-9.  
· Having heard his father’s instruction to Jacob that he should not take a Canaanite wife, Esau seeks to make amends for his earlier actions.  To gain his parents’ approval, he marries one of Ishmael’s daughters.  Esau, however, still retains his two Hittite wives.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Do you know if your parents like your spouse or boyfriend/girlfriend?  When and why?  What have you done about this if they don’t like him/her?  
· Was Esau slow in recognizing his parents’ attitude toward his wives?  Why?  Do you think that marrying Ishmael’s daughter would help the situation?  
· Even in this effort Esau lacked spiritual perception, for Ishmael was the rejected natural offspring of Abraham (17:18-21; 21:12-13).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· It may now be clear to you what a person Esau was, and why Rebekah loved Jacob.  How about Isaac?  

· Jacob’s Dream at Bethel (28:10-22)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Jacob at Bethel.  Through an extraordinary dream, Jacob encounters the Lord.  This experience has a dramatic effect on him as the Lord confirms that the divine promises to Abraham will be established through him.  This encounter with God is later matched by a similar event on Jacob’s return to Canaan (32:22–32).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jacob’s dream.  Gen. 28:10-15.  
· Leaving Beersheba, Jacob sets out to travel the 550 miles (900 km) to Haran.  ESV Study Bible.  
· As he rests overnight, Jacob has a dream, which centers on a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven.  The “ladder” provides a bridge between heaven and earth, revealing that God is still committed to making the earth his dwelling place.  Jesus identifies himself as the ladder linking earth and heaven (John 1:49-51).  While human beings want to ascend to heaven (as reflected in the Tower of Babel story, Genesis 11), God is interested in making the earth his temple-city.  ESV Study Bible.  
· John 1:49-51.  Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.”  Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree.  You shall see greater things than that.”  He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”  
· Do you still remember the Garden of Eden where Adam and Eve were driven out?  Now it seems that God is willing to re-build the link between Him and men.  
· “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.”  The promises of this verse pertained to Jacob’s own lifetime.  This is in contrast to pagan deities, whose powers were thought to be tied to particular localities.  Reformation Study Bible.  How precious was this promise?  
· Jacob’s reactions.  Gen. 28:16-19.  
· Although Jacob commemorates this special event by setting up a pillar and consecrating it with oil, it is noteworthy that he does not build an altar.  This is a further indication that he has not yet fully accepted the Lord as his God.  While the practice of setting up pillars was common in Canaanite worship, Deut. 16:22 prohibits it.  Years later, after his faith-transforming encounter with God at Penuel (Gen. 32:22–32), Jacob returns to Bethel in order to construct an altar (35:1–7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jacob’s reaction contrasts strikingly with Abraham’s (16:6).  Though Jacob’s journey of faith had begun, he still had far to go.  Note that God’s unconditional promises of vv. 13-15 are here transformed into a conditional bargain: if God does His part then Jacob will acknowledge Him ad God.  God had sovereignly chosen Jacob in the womb (25:23), and now He graciously bestows the patriarchal promise quite apart from Jacob’s faith; that too must be the gift of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· It will require a further personal encounter before Jacob fully trusts in the Lord (see 32:22–32).  ESV Study Bible.  
· I will give a full tenth to you.  Centuries later, Israelite worshipers give a tenth of their income to God as an expression of their commitment to him; this is regularly referred to as a tithe.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Is Bethel indeed a very special place?  
· John 4:21-24.  Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”  
· Where are you in your spiritual journey toward God?  “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.”  Do you want that?  

· Jacob Arrives in Paddan Aram (29:1-14)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Jacob Arrives in Paddan Aram.  Gen. 29:1-14.  
· Jacob Meets Rachel and Laban.  Aspects of this episode parallel the earlier account of the journey of Abraham’s servant to Paddan-aram in order to find a wife for Isaac (Chapter 24).  While both accounts involve providential encounters at a well, subtle differences exist.  Whereas Abraham’s servant prays for guidance, Jacob is not recorded as praying.  In Chapter 24, Rebekah’s willingness to water the camels proves decisive in establishing her identity as Isaac’s future wife.  On this occasion, Jacob’s willingness to water Laban’s herd establishes a special relationship between the two men.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The stone was large.  Earlier the gold jewelry of Abraham’s servant had attracted Laban’s attention (24:30); now Jacob’s feat of strength impressed him with the kind of service Jacob could render.  Reformation Study Bible.  Twenty years’ of service to follow!  
· Jacob kissed Rachel, probably as an act of family affection rather than of romance.  Jacob discloses his identity to Rachel, who in turn introduces him to her father, Laban.  The warmth of the family reunion is shown by the way Laban embraces and kisses his nephew Jacob.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Why did Jacob weep aloud?  Long journey?  Loneliness?  Esau’s threat?  
· How lucky was Jacob?  Cod in control.  Have you been that lucky?  

· Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel (29:15-30)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Jacob’s journey to Paddan-aram to find a wife results in his obtaining not one, but two.  The episode is full of irony.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How could it be like this?  Gen. 29:15-25.  
· The brief descriptions of Leah and Rachel are sufficient to explain why Jacob loves Rachel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.  In the ancient Near East it was customary for a prospective husband to give the bride’s father a substantial gift of money, known as the bride-price.  Jacob indicates that he is prepared to work for Laban in order to give the equivalent of seven years’ wages for Rachel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jacob was strong and can do all sorts of things!
· “So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.”  Wow!  Isn’t this lovely?  
· In the evening.  As Jacob took advantage of his father’s blindness to deceive him, so Laban used the cover of night to outwit Jacob.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Was Jacob happy?  Of course not!  What could he do?  
· Sign, another seven years and more!  Gen. 26-30.  
· The one who had tried everything to obtain the benefits of the first-born had now, against his will, received the firstborn.  NIV Study Bible.  
· To give the younger before the firstborn.  The custom of veiling the bride and of marrying off the elder daughter first served Laban’s selfish intentions.  He shamelessly used his unloved daughter and introduced a source of continuing discord into Jacob’s family (30:1, 2; 31:15).  Laban’s daughters were not deceived by his unscrupulous behavior (31:14-16).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Was Laban smart or street smart?  
· Complete the week of this one.  How was this week for Laban and for Jacob?  How about for Leah and Rachel?  The extended feast celebrated Laban’s cleverness and Jacob’s humiliation, turning what should have been a joyous occasion into a bad joke.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Was Laban a good father?  Did he consider the consequences of giving Leah to Jacob?  
· If you were Jacob, what would you do?  Saying no?  Another seven years?  Was this the end of Laban’s deceitful schemes?  No way!  Read yourself later chapters of Genesis.   
· If you were Leah, how would you feel?  What could you do?  
· What kind of schemes have you used to trick others?  What were the outcomes?  How about being tricked by others?  

· Jacob’s Children (29:31-35)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Not surprisingly, given his unexpected marriage to Leah, Jacob’s domestic scene is fraught with tension.  Laban’s deception and manipulation of Jacob creates years of discord between his two daughters.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jacob’s Children.  Gen. 31-35.  
· When the Lord saw that Leah was hated.  From the outset, Jacob had loved Rachel.  Undoubtedly, he found it difficult to love Leah, given the events that had brought them together, and Rachel probably also loathed her sister for the same reason.  Yet their treatment of Leah causes the Lord to favor her over Rachel.  While Leah is able to have children, Rachel is barren.  As Genesis frequently highlights, the Lord is ultimately the One who creates human life.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Leah bears Jacob four sons.  Each son’s name is associated with a wordplay involving a comment made by Leah: Reuben (“see”), Simeon (“hear”), Levi (“attach”), and Judah (“praise”).  ESV Study Bible.  
· God graciously gave Leah, the unloved wife, half of Jacob’s sons, including the priestly line of Levi and the messianic line of Judah (ancestor of David and his royal line, and ultimately of Jesus).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Was Leah successful in gaining Jacob’s heart?  Had she prayed to the Lord?  Note that God later prohibit the marrying of sisters to the same man (Leviticus 18:18).  
· How about our own marriage?  Is there something in-between you and your spouse?  What is that?  How to overcome this difficulty or difficulties?  More children?  More money?  Higher position in the company or society?  More work?  
· What situations are we creating for our children now?  Do we need to be very careful, especially on their choices of spouses?  
· What have you learned from these two chapters?

· Wrapping up
· What is true love?  Mark Sanford to Maria Belen Chapur?  Jacob to Rachel?  God to Jacob, Leah and Rachel?  God to us?  
· “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.”  How beautiful was God’s promise to Jacob!  Now God is offering the same to everyone through Jesus Christ.  Do you want to accept God’s love?  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  Dr. Jim Bell’s smooth recovery.
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Genesis 37 and 39, Joseph’s Dreams and His Early Life in Egypt, 7/24/09

· Opening
· Is cheating in class a serious problem?  If so, what have you done as a member of the class?  Joined the crowd, did nothing, or reported to the teacher?  Why?  Regarding the last option, have you heard about the term “teacher’s pet”?  What does that mean?  What is generally the relationship between a teacher’s pet and the rest of the classes?  The above situations are not limited to classrooms but happen daily in all over the world.  For example, in business many people cheat on various issues.  What would you do?  
· Do you dream dreams?  Beyond those horrifying dreams caused by horrible movies you saw in the day, what were your most unforgettable dreams?  What do they mean?  
· Have you been to a prison (or seen one in movies)?  How was it?  Would you like to live there?  If you were falsely accused and ended up in a prison, how would you feel?  What would you do?  Also, could one “prosper” in a prison except being a big boss of mafias?  
· Hope that you had a good special gathering last Friday.  Two weeks ago, we studied Genesis 28 and 29, talking about the love story of Jacob.  We saw how Jacob was sent to his uncle Laban by his parents, and how magically he met his cousin Rachel.  Then a complicated story developed where Jacob was deceived by uncle Laban in a big way.  We also briefly mentioned that Leah, Rachel’s older sister, bore him many sons (six in total), but we did not get into the details about the twelve sons that Jacob had.  Also, Jacob ended up with four wives: Leah, Rachel, and Leah’s servant girl Zilpah, and Rachel’s servant girl Bilhah.  
· For the rest of the summer, we shall focus on one person – Joseph, the second youngest son of Jacob and the first one born to him by Rachel, who died after giving birth to the youngest son Benjamin.  We shall see how Joseph was so much loved by Jacob, and he didn’t feel bad at all about that and did not try to hide his feelings or his dreams, but report his brothers’ bad behaviors to Jacob.  What were the consequences?  He was hated by his brothers, and when the right opportunity came, he was sold by his brothers and ended up in Egypt as a slave.  Was that bad?  Of course.  However, we shall see that God was with him, and let him prosper in whatever he did.  Then a series of intriguing stories developed centered on him.  Do you know the story of exodus – the Israelites leaving Egypt?  If so, how did they get to Egypt in the first place?  Joseph’s sale as a slave to Egypt.  Let us find out more.  Read Genesis 37 and 39.  

· Joseph’s Dreams (37:1-11)  
· Picture what happened.  
· The problem context.  Gen. 37:1-4.  
· The sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah.  Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.  
· Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father.  Joseph’s action not only alienates him from his brothers but implies that his behavior is more righteous than theirs.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Parental favoritism again promoted family discord, deception, and the disappearance of the preferred son, but God graciously used it to achieve His good purpose.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· A richly ornamented robe.  A sign of Joseph’s preferential status, and a galling reminder to Joseph’s brothers of their father’s favoritism.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The first dream. 37:5-8.  
· Dreams.  Dreams were a frequent mode of revelation in the Old Testament (see 28:12; 31:10-11; 37:5-9; 40:5; 41:1; Numbers 12:6; Judges 7:13; 1 King 3:5; Daniel 2:3; 4:5; 7:1).  NIV Study Bible.  
· As in certain other Genesis narratives, the key to the Joseph story is given in an opening revelation (cf. 12:1-3; 25:22, 23).  This prophetic dream shows that God’s sovereign purpose lay behind all the events of the narrative.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Joseph’s brothers intuitively interpret Joseph’s first dream as indicating that he will reign over them.  The dream adds to the brothers’ jealous hatred of Joseph, for his father has already dressed him in special attire.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The second Dream.  Gen. 37:9-11.  
· The second dream reinforces the expectation that Joseph will exercise authority over the rest of his family.  ESV Study Bible.  The reiteration of the theme in Joseph’s second dream, like the similar repetition in Pharaoh’s dream (41:1-7), shows that the matter was determined by God and would quickly come to pass (41:32).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Shall I and your mother.  When Joseph had this dream, his mother Rachel was perhaps dead (see 35:16–19); “your mother” refers to Leah.  While Joseph’s brothers later bow down to him (42:6; 43:26; 44:14), there is no specific mention of his parents’ doing this, although possibly his father did so in 47:28–31.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· If you were Joseph, would you do things differently?  
· Did your experience parental favoritism when you grew up?  What were the effects on you and your siblings?  How are you treating your children now?  Are you perfectly fair to them?  
· Were Joseph’s dreams fulfilled?  How?  

· Joseph Sold by His Brothers (37:12-36)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Joseph was sent to see if his brothers were well.  Gen. 37:12-17.  
· Joseph’s brothers have taken the family flocks northward from Hebron to find better pasture.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Since his brothers have moved farther northwest, Joseph travels from Shechem to Dothan, a journey of about 16 to 20 miles (26 to 32 km), in order to find them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Was Joseph diligent in following his father’s assignment?  
· The brothers plotted to kill Joseph.  Gen. 37:18-24.  
· How could Joseph’s brother see him in the distance?  Probably because of that richly ornamented robe.  
· They conspired against him to kill him.  Fratricide is one of the most depraved aspects of fallen humanity (see 4:8; 27:41).  ESV Study Bible.  
· As the eldest brother, Reuben assumed leadership in Jacob’s absence and was responsible for the safety of his brother.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Joseph was sold to the Ishmaelites.  Gen. 37:25-30.  
· They sat down to eat.  This underlines the callousness of the brothers, who have just thrown their brother into a pit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Caravan of Ishmaelites.  These traders, who originate from the Sinai Peninsula, are traveling south in the direction of Egypt.  Although they are initially identified as Ishmaelites (a broad category covering various people groups), in vv. 28 and 36 they are designated more specifically as Midianites.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Tore his clothes. A visible sign of intense anguish and pain, often linked to mourning.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jacob’s reactions.  Gen. 37:31-35.  
· What were Jacob’s reactions?  
· Can you see any thing similar between this event and the event that Jacob deceived his father Isaac for his blessing?  Jacob’s deception by his sons, using Joseph’s cloak and a slaughtered goat, mirrors the way Jacob had deceived his own father by using Esau’s cloak and two goatskins (see 27:15–16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· All his sons and daughters came to comfort him.  His sons just sold Joseph to Ishmaelites.  How then could his sons comfort him?  How would they feel when they comfort him?  
· I shall go down to grave.  The report of Joseph’s death causes Jacob to believe that his grief will continue through the afterlife.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Joseph was sold to Potiphar in Egypt.  Gen. 37:36.  
· Potiphar was an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard.  Potiphar had responsibility for the imprisonment of senior members of the king’s staff.  This factor will become important later when Joseph is incarcerated in the king’s prison.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· If you were Joseph, how would you feel?  
· The event that we are studying marked the very beginning of the Israelites in Egypt.  Of course, Abraham and Sarah went to Egypt many years ago, but that was a totally different story.  

· Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife (39:1-23)  
· Picture what happened.  
· The Lord’s presence with Joseph in Egypt enables him to find favor with first Potiphar and then the keeper of the prison.  While Joseph’s refusal to lie with Potiphar's wife results in his being wrongly imprisoned, his personal integrity is not compromised.  Implicit in this account is the idea that God’s presence with Joseph is linked to Joseph’s commitment to the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Joseph prospered at Potiphar’s house.  Gen. 39:1-5.  
· The Lord was with Joseph.  Right at the outset, God’s presence with Joseph is unambiguously affirmed.  Although God never speaks directly to him (as he did to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), Joseph’s life in Egypt is governed by God’s providential care (see 50:20).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The repeated references to the Lord in these verses emphasize that Joseph’s success is due to God’s presence with him.  By indicating that divine blessing comes through Joseph, the narrator picks up on one of the important elements of the promises made to the patriarchs (see, e.g., 12:3; 18:18; 22:17; 30:27).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The food he ate.  Probably a figure of speech for his private affairs.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Potiphar’s Wife took notice of Joseph.  Gen. 39:6-10.  
· How could Joseph be handsome in form and appearance?  This statement echoes 29:17, describing Joseph’s mother Rachel.  This brief observation explains why Potiphar’s wife is drawn to him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Joseph’s refusal to lie with her contrasts sharply with the behavior of Reuben and Judah (35:22; 38:15–18).  His integrity does not permit him to betray his master by committing adultery.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Sin against God.  Joseph was particularly conscious that he lived in the presence of God.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· If you were Joseph, what would you do?  Going along with Potiphar’s wife?  Why not?  Is it easy to say No all the times?  
· Do you recognize that in our daily life, we encounter many similar challenging situations, not necessarily sexual?  What are your decisions?  Why?  
· Joseph’s cloak and the wife’s accusation to her household servants.  Gen. 39:10-15.  
· He would not listen to her.  Joseph consistently rejects the advances of Potiphar’s wife.  But one day, in the course of doing his normal work, Potiphar’s wife catches Joseph by his garment.  Unable to free himself, Joseph flees, leaving his garment in her hand.  As in 37:31–33, Joseph’s garment plays an important role in the story and, as before, is used to deceive other people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How do you think about Potiphar’s wife?  Sneaky?  How did she accuse Joseph?  Very smart!  
· While Potiphar is still absent, his wife convinces the men of her household to side with her.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us.  She combines three elements in order to maximize her case against Joseph: (1) she places some of the blame on her husband, for he was responsible for Joseph’s presence in the household; (2) by emphasizing Joseph’s non-Egyptian origin, she exploits a long-standing racial tension that existed between native Egyptians and foreigners from Canaan; and (3) she portrays Joseph’s action as being directed against the entire household, and not simply her.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Hebrew.  Descendants of Eber.  “Eber” is the origin of the Hebrew word for “Hebrew.”  ESV Study Bible, Genesis 10:21–32.  
· The wife’s accusation of Joseph to Potiphar.  Gen. 39:16-20.  
· Once again she focuses on the non-Egyptian background of Joseph, her husband’s poor judgment in bringing him into the household, and Joseph’s exploitation of her.  To place further pressure on her husband, she describes Joseph as your servant.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Attempted rape of the master’s wife by a slave would probably have earned a death sentence, but Joseph’s punishment (confinement with the king’s prisoners) was relatively mild.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Joseph prospered in the prison.  Gen. 39:21-23.  
· Can a prisoner, beyond a Mafia’s big boss, prosper in a prison?  How?  
· By echoing much of the language of vv. 2–5, these verses imply that Joseph’s experience in prison paralleled his earlier experience in Potiphar’s house.  Because of the Lord’s presence with him, Joseph prospers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Joseph suffered many bad things, including sold by his brothers to the Ishmaelites and ended up as a slave in Egypt, and falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife and ended up in a prison.  How did he handle himself in each of the circumstances?  
· If we were falsely accused by someone and ended up in a prison, how would we feel?  What would we do?  
· From a different perspective, if God was with Joseph when he attended Potiphar’s household and when he was in prison, how could Joseph be sold by his brother to the Ishmaelites and how could he be falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife?  Does the Lord’s presence imply no difficulties in life at all?  
· Is God with you?  Do you want God to be with you?  

· Wrapping up
· What have you learned from these two chapters?  God is in control, and we live in the presence of God.  Don’t be frustrated if we suffer setbacks, but get to know God and live a life worthy to be called Christians.  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  Smooth recover of Dr. Jim Bell and Dr. Fan.

Peter Luh, David Huang, Hsu-Te Cheng, Dr. Jim Bell, Koh Han Seow, and Pastor Phil Secker, 7/22/09 
Copyright UCBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2009
http://www.sp.uconn.edu/~ucbsg/
 


Genesis 40 and 41, Six Dreams That Shaped the History, 7/31/09

· Opening
· Do dreams have meanings?  How to interpret them?  There is a Chinese saying that if you concentrate too much on something, then it will show up in your dreams at night.  This provides clues to interpret some of the “normal” dreams.  How about other dreams?  Have you seeked professional dream interpreters to interpret dreams for you?  What happened then?  
· There is also a Chinese saying that if you lost something (e.g., a horse in the old days), then that event might turn out to be a blessing to you.  Have you had such an experience, e.g., lost your ex-girlfriend and then because of that you got to know your current sweet heart?  How did you manage yourself after the disaster stroke you?  
· Last week we studied Genesis 37 and 39, talking about Joseph, the second youngest son of Jacob and the first one born to him by Rachel, who died after giving birth to the youngest son Benjamin.  We saw how Joseph was so much loved by Jacob, and he didn’t feel bad at all about that and didn’t try to hide his feelings.  Rather, he reported his brothers’ bad behaviors to their father Jacob, and shared with them his two self-centered dreams.  What were the consequences?  He was hated by his brothers, and when the opportunity came, he was sold by his brothers and ended up in Egypt as a slave.  That was bad.  However, we also saw that God was with him, and let him prosper in his master’s house.  Unfortunately, he was falsely accused by his master’s wife, and was put in prison.  Bad luck!  We shall see tonight that God was still with him, and four dreams led to a total change of Joseph’s situation.  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 40 and 41.  

· The Cupbearer and the Baker (40:1-23)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Joseph and the King’s Prisoners.  The events recorded in this chapter take place some time after Joseph’s imprisonment began.  Two senior royal attendants are imprisoned for offending Pharaoh.  With God’s help, Joseph interprets their dreams, predicting that one of them will be reinstated but the other put to death.  These events prepare the way for Joseph to be later summoned from prison to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The cupbearer and the baker offended their master.  Gen. 40:1-4.  
· The primary duties of the cupbearer and baker, as their titles suggest, were to provide the king with drink and food, respectively; as royal attendants they had unique access to him, and they were trusted to keep him from being poisoned.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Offended their master.  In 39:9 the same Hebrew verb is translated “sin against.”  In contrast to Joseph, who refused to sin against God, the cupbearer and baker have sinned against their lord, who as king of Egypt enjoyed divine status.  The repetition of the rarely used expression “king of Egypt” emphasizes the seriousness of their offense.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The cupbearer’s dream.  Gen. 40:5-11.  
· Each dream had a meaning.  Throughout the ancient Near East it was believed that dreams sometimes contained disclosures about the future that a proper interpretation would bring to light.  God was beginning to prepare the way for Joseph’s rise in Egypt.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Because of their imprisonment, the cupbearer and baker no longer have access to the “magicians” and “wise men” who might have been able to provide an interpretation.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Interpretations belong to God.  Only God, who knows the future, can properly interpret dreams.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Tell me.  Joseph presents himself as God’s agent through whom God’s revelation comes to the nations.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Can you interpret the dream of the chief cupbearer?  
· Joseph’s interpretation of the cupbearer’s dream.  Gen. 40:12-15.  
· Did Joseph learn how to interpret dreams?  Where?  When he was with the captain of the guard or in the prison?  
· Joseph perceives that the three branches symbolize three days.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lift up your head.  A Hebrew idiom often meaning “restore to honor” or “release.”  Here is may refer more particularly to a ritual audience with Pharaoh in which the servant is singled out for special attention.  Note the pun in v. 19, where a slight variation in the Hebrew given the meaning “lift off your head,” perhaps a reference to execution by decapitation.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Dungeon.  Probably hyperbole to reflect Joseph’s despair.  Since the same Hebrew word refers to a cistern in 37:24, the author of Genesis has established a link with Joseph’s earlier experience at the hands of his brothers.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The baker’s dream and its meaning.  Gen. 40:16-19.  
· Can you interpret the dream of the chief baker?  
· Whether or not the idiom requires decapitation, the baker’s corpse was to be hung on a tree so that the birds could feast on it, reflecting the imagery of his dream.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Things forgotten.  Gen. 40:23.  
· In spite of Joseph’s specific request, the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· If you were Joseph, how would you feel about the unfair treatment?  How would you react to the sad fact that the cupbearer forgot all about you?  
· Would this turn out to be a blessing to Joseph?  
· Do we often forget to thank others after our problems are resolved with their help?  

· Pharaoh’s Dreams (41:1-40)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Joseph Interprets Pharaoh’s Dreams.  This lengthy episode recounts Joseph’s dramatic rise in status from being a prisoner in the king’s jail to becoming the chief administrator of Egypt, second only to Pharaoh himself.  Central to this is Joseph’s ability to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, which anticipate seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine.  Later this will play an important part in bringing Joseph’s brothers to Egypt.  Joseph’s God-given administrative ability is immediately recognized by Pharaoh and prompts his promotion.  Throughout this chapter, Joseph consistently acknowledges God as the source of his special gifting.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Pharaoh’s two dreams.  Genesis 41:1-7.  
· Can you interpret Pharaoh’s dreams?  
· Pharaoh’s two dreams share a common pattern of abundance followed by scarcity.  The repetition of this theme in two separate dreams troubles Pharaoh and alerts him to their peculiar nature.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Who can interpret the dreams?  Genesis 41:8-14.  
· The magicians of Egypt.  These were probably cultic officials who interpreted omens and signs – not to be confused with modern illusionists who perform to entertain.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The inability of Pharaoh’s officials to interpret the dreams prompts the chief cupbearer to remember Joseph and his capacity to accurately interpret dreams.  ESV Study Bible.  
· If cupbearer remembered Joseph when he was restored to his position and Joseph got released from the prison at that time, where would Joseph be now (after two years)?  Would it be easy for Pharaoh to find him?  Is the cupbearer’s forgetting about Joseph earlier under God’s control?  
· Joseph’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams and his suggestions.  Genesis 41:15-36.  
· Joseph responds to Pharaoh by unambiguously stating that God, not Joseph, is the one who will answer Pharaoh’s request.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Emphasizing the divine origin of the dreams, Joseph interprets their meaning to Pharaoh in vv. 25–32.  He stresses that the twofold revelation indicates that they will be fulfilled soon.  
· In vv. 33–36 Joseph outlines the action that Pharaoh ought to take in order to prepare for the seven years of famine.  Joseph’s instructions are sufficiently detailed to impress Pharaoh deeply.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Long famines were rare in Egypt because of the regularity of the annual overflow of the Nile, but not uncommon elsewhere.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Pharaoh’s reactions.  Genesis 41:37-40.  
· The Spirit of God.  Pharaoh recognizes that Joseph is enabled by God to perceive things hidden from others.  He ascribes this ability to a divine presence within Joseph.  While Pharaoh undoubtedly interpreted this according to his own religious outlook, the early readers of Genesis would have understood Joseph’s divine empowerment as being consistent with what they recognized as a recurring feature within Israelite religion.  On various occasions God empowered people for special service by giving them his Spirit (see, e.g., Ex. 31:3; Judg. 3:10; 1 Sam. 16:13).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?”  Would you like to be this person?  How?  
· If you were Pharaoh, what would you do?  Would you dare to give all the authority of the country to a foreigner who was in prison earlier today?  

· Joseph in Charge of Egypt (41:41-57)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Joseph’s rise to the second in command.  What did Pharaoh do?  Genesis 41:41-45.  
· Put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.  Joseph, where had been faithful in little, was put in charge of much.  Reformation Study Bible.  Wow!  
· Three symbols of transfer and/or sharing of royal authority, referred to also in Est 3:10 (signet ring); Est 6:11 (robe); and Da 5:7, 16, 29 (gold chain).  NIV Study Bible.  
· In addition, Pharaoh had him ride in a chariot and men shouted before him, “Make way”!  
· Called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah.  The provision of an Egyptian name and a wife completes the process by which Pharaoh fully integrates Joseph into the royal court.  Joseph’s marriage to Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, would have completed his assimilation into Egypt.  By marrying into a prominent priestly family, Joseph would gain additional acceptance.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do the above sound familiar to you?  Did they happen in Chinese history?  
· Joseph’s managing the country and his two sons.  Genesis 41:46-57.  
· What did Joseph do after the above events?  Was he very much excited?  Did he sit back, relax and enjoy life?  No.  Rather, Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt, and worked hard.  
· The names of the two boys reveal that Joseph has not entirely forgotten the past.  While the name Manasseh, which has the sense of “forget,” reflects how things have moved on for Joseph, it ironically also recalls his father’s household.  The name Ephraim, which means “twice fruitful,” recalls the recurring theme of being fruitful.  ESV Study Bible.  
· As predicted in Pharaoh’s dreams, the seven years of plenty are followed by a famine that extends well beyond the borders of Egypt.  Joseph’s preparations, however, ensure that food is available for the Egyptians and all the earth (i.e., all the eastern Mediterranean region).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· If you were Joseph, how would you feel as the above events unfold?  What would you do?  
· What would happen next?  The famine was severe and extended well beyond the borders of Egypt.  Would the famine include Canaan?  What would happen to Joseph’s father and brothers?  Wait till next session, or read the following chapters of Genesis yourself.  

· Wrapping up
· God gives Joseph the interpretation of two dreams, which prepares the way for Joseph to be used by God to interpret the pharaoh’s two dreams, leading to the subsequent fulfillment (Chapters 42-46) of Joseph’s two dreams.   NIV Study Bible.  The six dreams that shaped the history.  Amazing!  
· Although tonight’s study used dreams and their interpretations as the problem context, what is the underlying theme?  Is it important for us to interpret dreams so that we can understand what God is trying to tell us?  
· God’s revelation has been well presented in the Bible.  If we want to know what God is trying to tell us, read the Bible and pray to Him.  Jesus told us that “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7).  Furthermore, “You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things” (Matthew 25:21).  God is in control, and we live in the presence of God.  Get to know God and live a righteous and faithful life worthy to be called Christians.  
· What is your favorite verse?  
· Special prayer requests?  Thank God for the smooth recover of Dr. Jim Bell and Dr. Tai-Hsi Fan.

Peter Luh, David Huang, Dr. Jim Bell, Koh Han Seow, and Pastor Phil Secker, 7/29/09 
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Genesis 42 and 43, Joseph’s Brothers’ Two Trips to Egypt, 8/7/09

· Opening
· Have you been hurt deeply by someone close to you, e.g., your brothers, sisters, spouse, ex spouse, or brothers/sisters in Christ?  What happened then?  How could you know that he or she indeed repented so that can be trusted to renew the old relationship and intimacy?  
· We spent several sessions on Jacob.  How would you describe him as a person?  How many wives did he have?  Four.  Did they get along well?  Which one he loved the most and why?  How many sons did he have?  Twelve.  Which one he loved the most?  Joseph.  Why?  We also saw that the twelve sons did not get along well, and Joseph was sold to Ishmaelite and ended up as a slave in Egypt.  What caused all the trouble?  Was Jacob to be blamed for the unfair treatment of his wives and his sons?  In Jacob’s mind, who was really his wife?  How come he had four wives?  Knowing these, would you blame him for treating his wives unequally and his sons unequally?  
· Last week we studied Genesis 40 and 41.  While Joseph was in prison, Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker were imprisoned for offending Pharaoh.  With God’s help, Joseph interpreted their dreams, predicting that one of them will be reinstated but the other put to death.  We then recounted Joseph’s dramatic rise to becoming the chief administrator of Egypt, second only to Pharaoh himself.  Central to this was Joseph’s ability to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams through the introduction of the cupbearer, and Joseph anticipated seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine.  Joseph’s God-given administrative ability was immediately recognized by Pharaoh and prompts his promotion.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Now the seven good years had passed, and famine was severe in Egypt and in Canaan.  What happened to Jacob and his eleven sons back in Canaan?  Could they survive the famine?  What would they do?  We shall see tonight that Jacob sent his TEN sons to Egypt to buy food.  What happened when Joseph saw them?  Did he recognize them?  Yes.  Did they recognize him?  No.  Was Joseph very happy to see them and immediately kissed them and embraced them?  Why or why not?  What happened then?  Do you want to find out more?  Read Genesis 42 and 43.  

· Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt (42:1-38)  
· Picture what happened.  
· The Brothers’ First Journey to Egypt.  Shortage of food in Canaan forces Jacob to send his sons to Egypt, but Benjamin, Joseph’s younger brother, remains at home, for Jacob fears losing him, too.  When Joseph finally encounters his brothers again, he deliberately conceals his identity.  After accusing them of being spies, he holds Simeon hostage, sending the others back to Canaan on the understanding that they will return with Benjamin.  Naturally, Jacob is very reluctant to permit this.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The first trip to Egypt and the first encounter.  Gen. 42:1-9.  
· Who initiated this trip to Egypt?  Jacob.  
· About 20 years have passed since his brothers last saw Joseph at age 17. While Joseph recognizes them, not surprisingly, they remain oblivious to the true identity of the Egyptian governor who questions them regarding their motive for visiting Egypt.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Bowed themselves before him.  The brothers’ obeisance is clearly interpreted by Joseph as fulfilling his earlier dreams (37:5–11).  The narrator underlines this by observing that Joseph remembered the dreams.  Speaking through an interpreter (v. 23) and without disclosing his true identity, Joseph accuses his brothers of being spies who have come to assess Egyptian defenses against invasions.  ESV Study Bible.  
· You are spies!  Why did Joseph do this?  Also, would an accusation require the support of truth?  
· No, my lord.  Gen. 42:10-17.  
· In their attempt to deny the charge of being spies (which is issued three times: vv. 9, 12, 14), Joseph’s brothers mention that their younger brother is this day with our father.  Seizing on this reference to Benjamin, Joseph demands that the brothers prove their trustworthiness by sending for their brother.  Then, by way of demonstrating his authority over them, Joseph has them placed in custody for three days.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did Joseph demand the brining of Benjamin?  
· Distressed brothers.  Gen. 42:18-28.  
· By way of concession, motivated by his fear of God, Joseph permits all the brothers to return to Canaan, apart from Simeon.  In Joseph’s hearing the brothers interpret their present dilemma as a punishment for their heartless treatment of Joseph in the past.  Their words so move Joseph that he withdraws from their presence to weep.  Upon his return, Joseph sends away all the brothers, except Simeon, having instructed his servant to replace every man’s money in his sack.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did Joseph change his condition in v. 19 from that of v. 16?  His love toward his brothers and family households grew over the past few days.  
· Why did Reuben refer Joseph as “the boy”?  
· He had Simeon taken.  Jacob’s second son is imprisoned instead of the firstborn Rueben, perhaps because the latter had saved Joseph’s life years earlier (37:21-22).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did Joseph give orders to put each man’s silver back in his sack?  
· Later, when they stop for the night, one of the brothers discovers that his money has been replaced in the mouth of his sack.  This apparently inexplicable occurrence evokes considerable apprehension.  The brothers interpret it as something that God has done, with the intention of bringing further harm to them.  Running through this section of the story is the idea that those who perpetrate evil cannot evade punishment forever. The brothers’ consciences clearly trouble them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· If you were one of the brothers, how would you feel?  
· Back to home and Jacob’s response.  Gen. 42:29-38.  
· If you were Jacob, what would you think after seeing all the money in the sacks?  If you were one of his neighbors, what would you think?  
· The unexpected discovery of every man’s bundle of money in his sack naturally fills the brothers and their father with fear.  The extraordinary event would make others think that they have taken the grain from Egypt without paying for it, or even that they had sold Simeon for cash.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “My son will not go down there with you” v. 38.  How many sons did Jacob have?  Twelve.  Why did he refer Benjamin as “my son”?  Weren’t those ten not his sons?  
· In light of all that has happened, Jacob is reluctant to go down to Egypt, being exceptionally anxious about the possibility of losing Benjamin.  Reuben’s response does little to reassure his father.  Jacob is unlikely to entrust Benjamin to someone who cares so little for the lives of his own sons.  Jacob emphatically states, my son shall not go down with you.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· If you were one of the brothers, what would you think through this process?  Could you guess how they lived their past twenty years?  
· Do you have a personal experience similar to this?  What to do?  

· Joseph’s Brothers Return to Egypt (43:1-34)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Who initiated the second trip to Egypt?  What was the response of the brothers?  
· Joseph’s Brothers Return to Egypt.  The ongoing famine eventually forces Jacob to send his sons back to Egypt with Benjamin.  When the brothers return, they are unexpectedly invited to dine at Joseph’s house.  Taken by surprise, they suspect that this may be a ploy to enslave them because of the money in their sacks.  The lavish meal prepares the way for Joseph’s disclosure of himself to his brothers, which comes in the next chapter.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The second trip to Egypt.  Gen. 43:1-14.  
· What are the differences between Reuben’s response and Judah’s response?  
· Judah takes the lead in successfully persuading his father to permit the brothers to take Benjamin with them to Egypt.  His approach differs markedly from that of Reuben.  First, he repeats in quick succession what the man (i.e., Joseph) said, emphasizing that he will not see them unless their brother is with them.  Second, Judah offers himself as a pledge for the safety of Benjamin.  He will take full personal responsibility and bear the blame if anything should happen to him.  ESV Study Bible.  Another possible reason: the situation is much urgent now.  
· From this point on, Judah became the spokesman for his brothers.  His tribe would become preeminent among the 12, and he would be an ancestor of Jesus.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The lunch invitation.  Gen. 43:15-25.  
· Joseph invites his brothers to dine with him at his house.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Now the men were frightened when they were taken to his house.”  Why?  If you were one of the brothers, how would you feel?  
· “At the place where we stopped for the night we opened our sacks and each of us found his silver” (v. 21).  Was this statement accurate?  Not quite.  See 42:27, 35.  
· “Your God .. has given your treasure.”  Funny!  NIV Study Bible: The steward spoke better than he knew.  
· The happy lunch.  Gen. 43:26-34.  
· Bowed down.  Additional fulfillment of Joseph’s dreams (37:7, 9).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Deeply moved at the sight of his brothers.  Drawn to Benjamin after two decades of being apart, Joseph swiftly retires to his chamber to weep.  After refreshing himself, he returns and the meal begins.  ESV Study Bible.  
· If you were Joseph, how would you feel?  
· By himself.  Joseph eats apart from his brothers as a means of maintaining his guise, since as the narrator observes, it was an abomination to the Egyptians to eat with these foreigners, the Hebrews.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “The men had been seated before him in the order of their ages, from the firstborn to the youngest; and they looked at each other in astonishment.”  Why were they astonished?  Would it be easy for you to sit the eleven brothers in the sequence of their ages?  
· Joseph’s feelings for Benjamin result in his being given portions that are five times those given to his brothers.  ESV Study Bible.  If you were one of the brothers, would you be surprised by this?  
· Discussion  
· Have you encountered similar situations of guessing what was really going on?  

· Wrapping up
· God gives Joseph the interpretation of two dreams, which prepares the way for Joseph to be used by God to interpret the pharaoh’s two dreams, leading to the subsequent fulfillment of Joseph’s two dreams.   NIV Study Bible.  Amazing!  
· How should we face out old wounds?  How would we repair the relationship with our once beloved ones?  
· Can you guess what will happen next?  
· What is your favorite verse in these two chapters?  
· Special prayer requests?  
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Genesis 44 and 45, The Great Reunion, 8/21/09

· Opening
· Do you remember the first time when you went back home after coming to the States for a long time?  How was the visit?  How did your parents feel?  What were the scenes that you cannot forget?  
· Almost all major universities in North America have a Chinese Bible study group, including UConn.  Do you know the history of UCBSG?  When did it start, why and by whom?  Now who are the major participants?  Why?  Is this history unique for UCBSG or is common for most Chinese bible study groups in North America?  Can you see God’s hand at work here?  
· Note.  UCBSG was started in the 60’s by a group of Christians.  They were international graduate students at UConn coming mostly from Taiwan, with a few from Hong Kong, Singapore, and Malaysia.  The purpose was to study the Bible and preach the gospel.  At the same period, Bible study groups were stared in most major universities in North America with a very similar history.  Some of them grew into churches as students graduated and people from other places also moved in as they allocated nearby for jobs.  At that time, there were almost no students from Mainland China, as the iron curtain was still there.  After the opening of the Mainland China in the early 80’s, students from China started to attend the Bible study.  They were curious but very cautious, as they were afraid of having a bad item on their personal record.  The situation totally changed since July 4, 1989, and many students from Mainland China opened up their mind and heart, and we begin to see that many of them become Christians.  Now the majority of Chinese students are from the Mainland, and people in the Bible study groups get along very well regardless where they came from.  While it is difficult to send missionaries to the Mainland and this is still illegal, the best way to let Chinese people believe in Christ is through the many graduate students coming from the Mainland.  They are cream of the crop, and many of them have gone back and are at influential positions now.  In a sense, God let early Christians from Taiwan and other places set up Bible study groups and churches in North America to prepare the coming of students from the Mainland.  
· Last Friday we skipped the Bible study because of the New England Chinese Christian Conference.  Who attended it?  How was it?  Do you want to share your experience?  
· The Friday before, we studied Genesis 42 and 43.  Shortage of food in Canaan forces Jacob to send his sons to Egypt, but Benjamin, Joseph’s younger brother, remains at home, for Jacob fears losing him, too.  When Joseph finally encounters his brothers again, he deliberately conceals his identity.  After accusing them of being spies, he holds Simeon hostage, sending the others back to Canaan on the understanding that they will return with Benjamin.  Naturally, Jacob is very reluctant to permit this.  The ongoing famine eventually forces Jacob to send his sons back to Egypt with Benjamin.  When the brothers return, they are unexpectedly invited to dine at Joseph’s house.  Taken by surprise, they suspect that this may be a ploy to enslave them because of the money in their sacks.  Nevertheless, they feasted and drank freely with Joseph.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Tonight, we shall continue the story and see what happened after the great lunch.  Did Joseph reveal his identity to them after the feast and invite them to live with him in Egypt?  No.  Instead, he had the final test on his brothers.  What was it and why?  This is a very moving story, and leads to the reunion of the entire family and their settling down in Egypt for four hundred years.  Read Genesis 44, 45, 46:1-7, and 26-30.  

· A Silver Cup in a Sack (44:1-34)  
· Do you still remember the scene when Joseph was sold by his brothers?  
· Joseph – Rachel’s son and beloved by Jacob.  The colorful garment.  To Egypt as a slave as proposed by Judah.  Jacob’s sorrow.  
· Picture what happened.  
· Benjamin Is Accused of Stealing.  Still disguising his true identity from his brothers, Joseph sends them away after the meal.  But he gives instructions that his silver cup should be placed in the sack of Benjamin in order to accuse him of theft.  Later, when the cup is found in Benjamin’s sack, the brothers are forced to return and face Joseph once more.  When Joseph threatens to hold on to Benjamin, Judah pleads passionately in a long speech that he should become Joseph’s slave in place of Benjamin.  Judah’s action reveals how much his character has changed from when he proposed selling Joseph into slavery.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Final Test.  Gen. 44:1-13.  
· Sack of the youngest.  The original crime pertained to Joseph, Rachel’s son and Jacob’s favorite, and the brothers selling him into slavery in Egypt.  To test the brothers, Joseph brilliantly created a situation where Rachel’s other son (and Jacob’s favorite), Benjamin, was also threatened with slavery in Egypt.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· When the brothers are charged with theft, they naturally deny doing anything wrong.  On the contrary, they appeal to their honesty in bringing back the money found previously in their sacks.  Confident of their innocence, they propose that anyone found hiding the cup should be put to death, with all of them becoming slaves to the steward.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Whoever is found to have it will become my slave; the rest of you will be free from blame.  The steward’s modification of the brothers’ offer was necessary: he was testing their attitude toward making Benjamin a slave.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· What was Benjamin thinking about on his way back?  How about his brothers?  
· Judah’s appeal.  Gen. 44:14-34.  
· Man .. shall be my servant.  The stage for the great test was set.  Would they show compassion on their father and loyalty to Joseph’s brother?  Reformation Study Bible.  
· When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house.  The narrator isolates Judah from his brothers, drawing attention to him – possibly not only because he has become their spokesman but also anticipating his offer to take Benjamin’s place as Joseph’s slave.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do you not know that a man like me can indeed practice divination?  Building on what his steward had said earlier regarding the silver cup (see v. 5), Joseph portrays himself as having the ability to discover secrets hidden from others.  This may also be a ploy on Joseph’s part in order to elicit information from the brothers.  Now that he has created the impression that he can discover knowledge with divine help, his brothers may feel that they can no longer conceal their past actions.  For this reason, Judah remarks, God has found out the guilt of your servants.  ESV Study Bible.  
· God has uncovered your servants’ guilt.  Like Joseph’s steward (43:23), Judah spoke better than he knew.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Judah summarizes for Joseph, mainly by quoting what different people said, the process that led to Benjamin’s being in Egypt.  In doing so he highlights why his father will be so distraught at not having Benjamin returned to him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Please let your servant remain instead of the boy.  Building on what he has already said, Judah petitions Joseph to let Benjamin return to his father in Canaan in order to prevent him from dying of grief at the loss of a second son.  To make this possible, Judah offers to take Benjamin’s place and become Joseph’s slave.  For Judah, this would be preferable to witnessing his father’s distress if Benjamin remained in Egypt.  The selfless attitude of Judah stands in sharp contrast to what he previously displayed when arguing that Joseph should be sold into slavery (see 37:26–27).  On that occasion, Judah cared little about the impact that this would have on his father.  ESV Study Bible.  Judah’s willingness to be a substitute for Benjamin helped make amends for his role in selling Joseph (37:26-27).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· If you were Joseph, would you have this last test?  If not, why did Joseph do it?  
· If you were one of the brothers, what would you do under that circumstance?  
· Is it easy to truly repent?  Many times we hear people say “if in doing so I hurt your feeling, I apologize.”  Is this truly repentant for what he/she did?  Did you ever truly apologize to someone whom you hurt, e.g., to you spouse?  What did you do and what was the outcome?  

· Joseph Makes Himself Known (45:1-28)  
· A few weeks ago, we talked about the old Chinese saying that if you lost something (e.g., a horse in the old days), then that event might turn out to be a blessing for you.  Some of you shared your experience.  Do you have additional things to share tonight?    
· Picture what happened.  
· Joseph discloses his identity.  Moved by Judah’s speech, Joseph is unable to restrain his emotions.  To the consternation of his shocked brothers, he reveals that he is Joseph.  In a long speech he attempts to dissipate their sense of guilt by stressing God’s role in sending him to Egypt in order to preserve the lives of his family.  With the famine set to continue for another five years, Joseph sends his brothers back to Canaan in order to bring the rest of his family to Egypt.  
· The narrator makes no comment on whether Joseph’s overall strategy with his brothers was right, and it is unclear just what Moses expected his audience to think.  Probably he was more interested in the consequences: the brothers were led to acknowledge their guilt in the matter of Joseph, and also to be concerned for their father and their youngest brother.  Further, this is what enables the reconciliation between them and Joseph. The first audience would recognize the value of courageous self-sacrifice and reconciliation, not simply on the family level, but on the level of the whole people of God – values that they would themselves need to practice in order to meet the claims of their calling.  ESV Study Bible.  
· I am Joseph!  Gen. 45:1-15.  
· God sent me.  God had a purpose to work through the brothers’ jealous and cruel act.  NIV Study Bible.  God oversees the course of human action to achieve His good and set purpose (Acts 2:23: 4:28).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Do not .. angry with yourselves.  Joseph directed their gaze away from their sins to God’s grace.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Remnant.  Joseph’s use of this term indicates his strong faith, tested by hard experience, in the faithfulness of God to His covenant promises.  Out of this small endangered group a great nation would be built (12:1-3; 17:7).  The prophets would later use this term in affirming that even in trying circumstances God would always preserve a people for Himself (Isa. 10:20; 37:30-32; Mic. 2:12, 13).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Land of Goshen.  The precise location of Goshen is disputed; it was probably a region in the eastern delta area of the Nile suitable for herdsmen, in the area of the Wadi Tumilat.  This Goshen should be distinguished from the one mentioned in Josh. 10:41; 11:16; 15:51.  Joseph chooses the region of Goshen because of its suitability for herdsmen and its close proximity to him.  This location probably also lessened the likelihood of Jacob’s family being absorbed into Egyptian society (as Joseph had been), enabling them to retain their ethnic and religious distinctiveness. (The Egyptian text Papyrus Anastasis VI tells of Pharaoh Merneptah, in approximately 1220 b.c., allowing Edomite nomads to live in Goshen “to keep themselves and their flocks alive in the territory of the king.”).  ESV Study Bible.  
· His brothers talked with him.  In intimate fellowship and friendship, rather than hostility or fear, for the first time in over 20 years.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Pharaoh and all his officials were pleased.  This is great.  What happened 400 years later?  
· I’m convinced!  My son Joseph is still alive.  Gen. 45:18-28.  
· You can enjoy the fat of the land.  An echo of Isaac’s blessing on Jacob (Gen 27:28).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Never mind about your belongings, because the best of all Egypt will be yours.  Pharaoh was very kind.  What did Jacob and his sons bring with them (46:6)?  Do you share a similar experience, especially for those who are working now?  What did you bring when you moved to your first job after graduation?  Everything except the bed, the desk, and the refrigerator?  
· To each of them he gave new clothing.  In striking contrast to when the brothers stripped Joseph of his garment (37:23).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Joseph lavishes gifts on his brothers, treating Benjamin with exceptional generosity, and sends them away with additional gifts for his father.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do not quarrel on the way.  Joseph wanted nothing to delay their return, and he wanted them to avoid mutual accusation and recrimination concerning the past.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Could you sense what went through Jacob’s mind when his sons told him about Joseph?  After seeing all the gifts?  
· Unsurprisingly, Jacob struggles to believe that Joseph not only is alive but is also ruler over all . . . of Egypt.  Through time, however, he is persuaded that this is true, especially by the gifts that Joseph has sent.  He then consents to visit Joseph.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Was this a very moving story?  Which part attracted you the most?  
· How did the brothers know Joseph’s identity?  Did they recognize him by themselves?  Through his own revelation.  How could we know God?  Only through his own revelation!  

· Jacob Goes to Egypt (46: 1-7, 26-30)  
· Picture what happened.  
· God and Jacob.  Gen. 46:1-7.  
· What was the central theme on the way to Egypt?  
· Setting out (possibly from Hebron; see 37:14), Jacob travels south to Beersheba, where his father Isaac (see 26:23–33) and grandfather Abraham (21:22–34) lived for a time.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Before Jacob leaves for Egypt, God speaks to him in a vision at night.  Previously God had prohibited Isaac from going to Egypt during a time of famine (26:1–5).  Given this earlier prohibition and what had happened to Abraham in Egypt during another famine (12:10–20), Jacob may well have been reluctant to go there.  God had promised that Abraham would become a great nation (12:2), and this theme runs throughout chapters 12–50.  ESV Study Bible.  
· I myself will go down with you.  God had made and kept similar promises when Jacob went to Paddan-aram (see 28:15).  I will also bring you up again (46:4) is both a promise of the exodus from Egypt like 15:13–16 and a reassurance that Jacob himself will be buried in the Promised Land.  God reassures Jacob that his journey to Egypt will not undermine the divine promises that center on Canaan.  Although Jacob will die in Egypt (49:33), he will then be buried with his ancestors, Abraham and Isaac, in Canaan (49:29–50:13).  While the patriarchs died before witnessing the fulfillment of God’s redemptive purposes for the whole world, they believed that their eternal destiny was secure because of their relationship with God (see Heb. 11:12–16, 39).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· How many people were there when they moved to Egypt?  70.  When did they leave Egypt and with how many people?  

· Wrapping up
· Hope that we can recognize the value of courageous self-sacrifice and reconciliation, not simply on the family level, but on the level of the whole people of God – values that we need to practice in order to meet the calling by God as Christians.  
· Tonight is our last summer session on selected chapters on Genesis.  Are you glad to learn what the Bible said about the creation of the heavens and the earth?  The life of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?  Are you glad to see the happy ending of the story about Jacob and Joseph?  What strikes you the most?
· Hope that you can now feel God’s hand at work in creating Chinese Bible Study Groups in almost all major universities in the States in the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s.  You have a share in God’s work!  Can you see God’s purpose on you yourself?
· What is your favorite verse in these two chapters?  
· Special prayer requests?  Victims of Typhoon Morakot in Taiwan!!
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