Deuteronomy 10 and 11, 5/13/2011
· Opening

· In baseball, three strikes then you are out.  If your children make mistakes, what are you going to do to them?  If they make the same mistakes again and again, what are you going to do?  What is your limit?  Looking back at ourselves, have we made the same mistakes again and again?  How did our parents, spouses, bosses, or even children treat us?  
· Is seeing believing?  Can you believe what you see?  Can you believe what you cannot see?  

· Whom do you fear?  Whom do you love?  Can you fear and love the same person at the same time?  

· Last Friday we studied how Moses taught the Israelites just before they were going to possess the land – Do not forget the Lord, and that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.  Moses then told the Israelites that God selected Israel not because of their righteousness, but on account of the wickedness of these nations to accomplish what He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Also, Moses recalled the golden calf event.  Tonight, we will talk about the second set of the stone tablets.  Having focused on the key commandments and having repeatedly expressed concern at Israel's record of failure and its heart of fear and pride, Moses then exhorts the Israelites to get their hearts right.  What are the right hearts and how to get the hearts right?  Read Deuteronomy 10 and 11.  
· Tablets Like the First Ones (10:1-11)  

· Picture what happened.  

· Continuing the theme of Israel's “heart” problem, this section speaks of Israel's stubbornness in sin and gives extended evidence of that stubbornness.  Rather than an explicit reply, the Lord's answer is demonstrated in the command to replace the two tablets of stone broken in 9:17.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The new tablets.  

· The new tablets are like the first, with the same words, writing, and commandments.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The ark was constructed (Ex. 37:1–9) soon after the writing of the replacement tablets (Ex. 34:1–4).  It was a common practice in the ancient Near East to deposit covenant documents in religious shrines, one copy for each party.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The death of Aaron and Eleazar his son succeeded him as priest.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Even though Aaron eventually died, Moses' prayer for him was answered (9:20).  Moreover, Aaron's death did not end the priesthood.  God continued to provide priests through Aaron's son, Eleazar, and the tribe of Levi (see Ex. 32:26–29; Num. 3:6–14; Deut. 21:5).  
· Since the tribe of Levi owned no land, it is singled out for specific care and provision by the other tribes (e.g., 12:12, 18; 14:27).  
· Beeroth Bene-jaakan … Moserah. See Num. 33:30–31.  The location of Moserah is uncertain, but presumably it was close to Mount Hor (cf. Num. 20:27–28).  Gudgodah is the same as Hor-haggidgad (Num. 33:32–33).  Jotbathah, see Num. 33:33–34.  
· Discussion  

· Is money, land, or power your inheritance, or is the Lord your inheritance?  What are the differences?  
· Who pronounces blessings in Church, in the Bible study, or at home?  
· Fear the Lord (10:12-22)

· Shall we fear the Lord?  Why or why not?  Also, is He an impartial God?  

· Picture what happened.  

· And now.  It marks a transition from history to exhortation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What does the Lord your God require of you.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Five commands follow, the central one of which is love (see Deut. 4:37; 6:5).  
· Fear. 
· Walk in all his ways.  See 5:33.  
· Serve.  See 6:13; 10:20; 11:13; 13:4.  
· Keep.  See 4:40; 5:29; 6:24.  
· For your good.  Obedience is for the people's benefit in the end.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why shall we fear God?  

· “For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.”  

· Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The mention of “offspring” (v. 15) recalls Genesis 17, where God instituted circumcision as his covenant sign for Abraham and his descendants.  This verse explicitly recognizes Israel's need to change its heart (see Jer. 4:4; 9:25–26; Rom. 2:25–29).  
· Here, circumcision symbolizes removing the stubbornness that prevents the heart from properly loving God.  This is a command beyond any human's competence to fulfill.  

· God shows no partiality.  

· See 1:17.  The election of Israel does not mean God will cut moral corners in showing special favors to Israel.  He is a just God (v. 18).  ESV Study Bible.  

· The fatherless, the widow, and the foreigner are the main categories of landless people (in addition to the Levites).  Deuteronomy commands special care for such people (e.g., 14:29; 16:11, 14; 24:17, 19–21; 27:19).  

· You were foreigners.  Israel's own experience in Egypt is a motivation for several laws in Deuteronomy (e.g., 15:15; 24:18, 22).  

· From seventy to numerous as the stars of heaven.  

· Down to Egypt seventy persons.  See Gen. 46:27 and Ex. 1:5.  

· Having referred to the election of Abraham in Deut. 10:15, Moses now speaks of the fulfillment of part of the Abrahamic promise (Gen. 15:5).  See Deut. 1:10.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “He is your God.”  Wow.  How precious this is!   
· Discussion  
· Are we foreigners?  In what sense?  Who are foreigners among us?  What should be our love toward them?  Why?  
· Love and Obey the Lord (11:1-7) 
· Why should we love God?  

· Remember.  The command to love is grounded in God's gracious rescue of Israel from Egypt (10:21–22).  
· Moses addresses the adults of Israel on the basis that all had experienced the exodus and wilderness events, even though the adults who left Egypt had died in the wilderness.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Dathan and Abiram, along with Korah who is unnamed here, rebelled against Moses' leadership in the wilderness (Num. 16:1–35).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Is seeing believing?  Can you believe what you see?  Can you believe what you cannot see?  Would later generations of Israelites believe what Moses said even if they had not experienced the exodus and wilderness events?  How did the Israelites teach their children?  
· Would you believe what Moses said?  Also, would you remember the great things that God has done for you?  Would you fear and love God?  

· How should we teach our children to fear and love God?  
· A Land Flowing with Milk and Honey (11:8-25)

· How does the Bible describe the Garden of Eden?  How would you describe a land flowing with milk and honey?  
· A land flowing with milk and honey.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Both the goodness of the land as well as God's faithfulness to the Abrahamic promise provide incentives for Israel to enter and conquer.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Irrigated it.  Lit., “watered it with your feet.”  The need for irrigation in Egypt implies lack of rain.  The use of feet, possibly to turn water wheels, implies hard work.  
· The idyllic picture of the land recalls the description of Eden (Gen. 2:5–12) and is an added incentive to conquer it.  The eyes of the Lord your God are always upon it suggests care and protection as well as bounty.  

· Have you heard about the term “carrot and stick”?  What does it mean?  It refers to a policy of offering a combination of rewards and punishment to induce behavior.  What can you say about vv. 13-25?  
· If you faithfully obey.  ESV Study Bible.  

· This command lies in the center of idyllic land descriptions, highlighting the centrality of obedience.  

· Early rain and the later rain.  Both October/November and March/April rains are needed for good crops.  
· If not.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Abundance always carries warnings, often expressed in terms of the heart (8:11–17).  The deception here is probably wrongly thinking that the Canaanite fertility gods are the source of the rain, crops, and animals.  

· The warnings also lead to the threat of punishment.  Here, if the Lord is not acknowledged as the provider of rain, he will cause the rain to stop.  

· Discussion  
· What is your promised land?  Does it look like the Garden of Eden?  Does it have the tranquility of the Garden and the peace and blessings from God?  
· A Blessing and a Curse (11:26-32)

· Picture what happened.  

· I am setting before you today.  
· This expression, repeated in v. 32, brackets these verses and gives them an urgency for making the right decision.  Though the conquest is the immediate concern, general obedience is the ultimate goal.  The two options are summarized as a blessing and a curse (see Chapters 27–28).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Other gods which you have not known.  

· There has been no personal relationship with the Canaanite Baals, unlike with the Lord, who has entered a covenant relationship with Israel.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The oak of Moreh.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Arabah.  See 1:1; 1:7.  Gilgal. See Josh. 4:19.  

· The oak of Moreh is where the promise of land was first made to Abraham (Gen. 12:6).  The ceremony will implicitly acknowledge fulfillment of that promise.  
· Deut. 11:31–32.  These verses conclude the general exhortations from Chapters 5–11.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  
· Are the consequences of the two options for Israelites clear?  

· What are our options?  Are these options and consequences clear to us?  What is then your choice?  
· Wrapping Up 

· Can you describe your promise land that you are going to take possession of?  
· How to fear the Lord and love the Lord in our daily life?  How to teach our children to know God?  
· He is the God of the Israelites, he is the God of Christians, and He is our God!
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