Deuteronomy 8 and 9, 4/29/2011
· Opening

· Have you seen a tornado?  Have you seen a tornado on TV or in a movie?  Nearly 300 people were killed in six states on April 27-28, 2011 in one of the deadliest series of tornadoes to hit the United States in recent decades.  33 in Tennessee, 33 in Mississippi, 14 in Georgia, eight in Virginia, five in Virginia and one in Kentucky.  What do you think?  
· Do you remember the first time when you left home and headed to the States?  What did your parents say to you?  Why?  What did you say to your parents?  

· How do you now teach your children?  What to teach and how to teach them and why?  Tiger Mom?  
· When you are frustrated or in despair, what can cheer you up?  
· Last Friday we had a Good Friday special gathering together with the Hope Lutheran Church.  Hope that you enjoyed the service.  The Friday before, we studied Deuteronomy 6 and 7.  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”  “Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name.”  “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.  The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.”  Such precious verses.  Tonight, we will see how Moses taught and led the Israelites just before they were going to posses the land – Do not forget the Lord.  Why?  Also, Moses told the Israelites that God selected Israel not because of Israel’s righteousness.  Then because of what?  Can you guess?  Also, Moses recalled the sad golden calf event.  What happened and why?  How could that happen?  These are intriguing questions.  Do you want to find out why?  Read Deuteronomy 8 and 9.  
· Do Not Forget the Lord (8:1-20)  

· This chapter makes clear that the wilderness period was not only a punishment but also a test.  While contrasting the deprivation of the wilderness with the abundance of the land, this chapter implies that the land itself is also a test.  If the wilderness lesson is learned, it can be applied in the new situation of the land.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· Remember is a key word in this chapter, along with its antonym “forget.”  Remembrance is demonstrated in obedience.  

· Test you.  The wilderness test was to reveal the state of Israel's heart.  This does not imply that God did not know but rather that he desired for Israel's heart to produce evidence of obedience.  

· Manna literally means “What is it?” (Ex. 16:15); it was not to their liking (Num. 11:6; 21:5).  

· The testing was also to teach Israel that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.  Real life derives directly from God and trusting his word.  This was the learning that Israel needed in its heart (Deut. 8:2) if it was to pass the test in the land (e.g., v. 17).  
· This is the first of three verses from Deuteronomy quoted by Jesus in his temptation, affirming his confidence and determined faithfulness toward God (Matt. 4:4; Luke 4:4; see also Deut. 6:13, 16).  

· “Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you.”  

· What happens when a father does not discipline his son?  

· The emphasis is on Israel's heart.  The wilderness test was punishment for the generation that perished, but a loving act of discipline for the current generation.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years.”  Is this amazing?  

· “For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land.”  
· The purpose of passing the test of v. 3 is because Israel is entering an especially abundant land.  Though the antithesis of the good land, the wilderness is the testing ground for life in the land.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.”  Why?  

· Satisfaction carries a warning.  ESV Study Bible.  

· In the land of plenty, pride comes from forgetting the wilderness (8:14–16) and failing to apply its lessons in the good land.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “He brought you water out of hard rock.”  
· See Ex. 17:6 and Num. 20:8, 11.  Massah is where Israel tested God (Deut. 6:16).  In reality, Israel was being tested by God.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· Instead of forgetfulness (vv. 11, 14), Israel is to remember.  
· This is an explicit corrective to the proud words in 8:17.  Israel's future wealth will be evidence of God's faithfulness to keep covenant.  

· The path of forgetfulness leads not only to pride (vv. 14, 17) but also to idolatry (vv. 19-20).  When Israel commits idolatry, it acts like a pagan nation and so its destiny at God's hands will be like that of the nations.  

· Discussion  

· Why did Moses ask the Israelites not to forget the Lord?  Is this really important?  

· What is your wilderness and what is your test?  Have you gone through them and are now in the land of abundance?  Looking back, is your experience in the wilderness valuable?  

· What are the causes of your abundance today?  What is your attitude on that now?  From your heart?  
· When you teach your children, have you taught them not to forget the Lord?  How important is that in your teaching?  How do you teach them?  

· Not Because of Israel’s Righteousness and the Golden Calf (9:1-29)

· Picture what happened.  

· Continuing the theme of Israel's “heart” problem, this section (9:1–10:11) speaks of Israel's stubbornness in sin and gives extended evidence of that stubbornness.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Do not say to yourself.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· In the ancient world, victory in battle was regarded as a reward for one's righteousness in the eyes of the gods.  Israel is warned away from such thinking.  While victory in the Promised Land is God's punishment of the nations' wickedness, that does not imply Israel's righteousness.  Israel's possession of the land is due solely to God's faithfulness to the Abrahamic promises.  

· “Remember this and never forget how you aroused the anger of the Lord your God in the wilderness.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· As with 8:17–20, the way to avoid saying wrong things in the heart (cf. 9:4) is to remember.  

· Remembering their history of moral failure in the wilderness is humbling, countering Israel's potential pride.  

· “Your people whom you have brought (v. 12).”  ESV Study Bible.  

· God disowns Israel and passes them over to Moses (cf., e.g., 5:6, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out …”).  
· Quickly.  This heightens the contrast of Israel's sin with having so recently received the Ten Commandments.  

· “I have seen this people, and they are a stiff-necked people indeed!”  ESV Study Bible.  

· “This people” is almost a contemptuous description of Israel, continuing God's disassociation from Israel.  
· Moses' intercession for the makers of the golden calf is not described until v. 25, though it is alluded to in v. 19, in order to keep the theme of Israel's stubbornness uninterrupted through v. 24.  

· “Broke them (v. 17).”  
· Breaking the tablets indicates the deliberate ending of the covenant relationship: an impulsive gesture of fury and despair, following God's words in vv. 12–14.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “Then once again I fell prostrate before the Lord for forty days and forty nights.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· This is the second period of forty days and forty nights (see vv. 9, 11).  

· The Lord listened to me.  This alludes to Moses' intercession (see vv. 25–29).  

· Aaron was Moses' brother, the priest of Israel. 
· You also made the Lord angry at Taberah, at Massah and at Kibroth Hattaavah.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Horeb was not the only location where the Lord was provoked to anger.  As v. 7 suggests, this is far from a complete list.  

· Taberah.  See Num. 11:1–3.  Massah.  See Ex. 17:7 and Deut. 6:16.  Kibroth-hattaavah.  See Num. 11:34–35; 33:16–17.  Kadesh-barnea.  See Deut. 1:19–32.  

· Being rebellious is the same as being stubborn.  

· Moses’ intercession.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The primary basis of intercession for mercy is the Abrahamic promise (see 4:31).  No excuse for Israel's sin is given, for there is none.  
· A second basis of intercession is God's reputation among the nations, not the least being Egypt.  
· Two wrong statements might be made if Israel is destroyed.  The first is that God is impotent to save; the second is that he hated Israel.  Both are untrue.  

· Discussion  
· Are we stubborn people?  What is our golden calf?  

· Is intercession important?  Who is the greatest intercessor?  Has Jesus interceded for you and me?  

· Have you intercede for others?  

· Wrapping Up 

· How can we “Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name”?  

· If you get a chance to live with your parents for a period of time, what are you going to tell them?  Is knowing the Lord on the list?  At what priority?  

· How about teaching your children?  Dealing with friends and colleagues?  
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