Deuteronomy 6 and 7, 4/15/11
· Opening

· The disastrous Japan earthquake/tsunami happened more then a month ago (3/11/11).  The areas are still in ruin.  The nuclear crisis lingers, and the fear of radiation permeates throughout Japan and neighboring countries.  

· Tokyo — Japan's government on Friday (today) ordered TEPCO, the operator of a tsunami-damaged nuclear plant leaking radiation, to pay about $12,000 to each household forced to evacuate from the area.  The arrangement is a provisional one, with more compensation expected.  Roughly 48,000 households living within about 19 miles of the crippled Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant would be eligible for the payments (http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/42601279/ns/world_news-asiapacific/).  
· What do you think about this disaster, killing people, affecting food supply chains, making land inhabitant, hurting industries, and very likely bankrupting TEPCO and many other companies?  

· Is there a God who created the universe?  A unique God or many gods?  

· Are the God in Deuteronomy and the God in the New Testament the same?  With the same characteristics?  How can we describe Him?  

· Last Friday we had a special gathering.  The Friday before, we studied the Ten Commandments, one of the key foundations of the Old Testament as well as the New Testament.  Do you still remember what the Ten Commandments are?  What is the most important commandment for us and for our children to follow?  Is it easy to follow?  How shall we teach our children and their children to follow that?  How to summarize them in a single statement?  Tonight, we will see the above in Chapter 6.  We will also see who God’s Chosen People are in Chapter 7.  Guess who?  Why?  Read Deuteronomy 6 and 7.  
· The Greatest Commandment (6:1-9)  

· Picture what happened.  

· For the entire Chapter 6.  These verses contain one of the great commandments, namely, to love God with all of one's power, which follows the famous statement of the uniqueness of God.  The Chapter comprises general exhortations to obey and warnings not to disobey.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Lord alone is Israel's God, the only one.  It is a statement of exclusivity, not of the internal unity of God.  This point arises from the argument of Chapter 4 and the first commandment.  This stands in sharp contrast to the polytheistic Canaanites.  

· That the Lord alone is Israel's God leads to the demand for Israel's exclusive and total devotion to him.  

· All Israelites in their total being are to love the Lord; “this is the great and first commandment” (Matt. 22:38).  In Matt. 22:37, Mark 12:30, and Luke 10:27, Jesus also includes “mind.”  In early Hebrew, “heart” included what we call the “mind.”  

· “These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.”  Deuteronomy anticipates the new covenant, when God's words will be truly and effectively written on the heart (Jer. 31:31–34; also Deut. 30:6–8).  ESV Study Bible.  

· How should we follow them?  
· The two pairs of opposites (sit/walk, lie down/rise) suggest any and every time, place, and activity.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Bind them … write them.  Many Jews have fulfilled these commands literally with phylacteries (v. 8) and mezuzot (v. 9), i.e., boxes bound on the arm and forehead or attached to doorposts containing vv. 4–5 and other Scripture verses.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How about us?  As an analogy, how should we honor our parents?  

· Discussion  

· How would the greatest commandment discussed above relate to the Ten Commandments studied previously?  

· Can you see the connection between the Old Testament and the New Testament?  

· How should we teach our children to follow it?  

· Fear the Lord Your God and Serve Him Only (6:10-25)

· Picture what happened.  

· The abundance of God’s provision.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “You did not.”  This repetition in vv. 10-12 stresses the nature of the land as a good gift of God.  
· “Eat and are satisfied.”  The land will be bountiful and satisfying.  
· But such a gift is not without its risks, notably forgetfulness.  To forget is less a memory problem than a moral one, a parallel to disobedience.  

· “Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name.”  Why should we?  

· A jealous God.  God is jealous for his people's unqualified allegiance.  This is in fact the language of love.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What happens to a family when a child doesn’t recognize his parents?  What happens to a married couple when there is a third person involved?  What happens to our relationship with God if we worship subjects?  
· Jesus quotes this verse in his refusal to bow down to Satan in the wilderness, demonstrating that he was God's perfect Son, whereas Israel had failed its wilderness tests.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Matt. 4:10 – The devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”  Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan!  For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’  Also Luke 4:8.  

· You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Testing God is an act of disobedience and a lack of trust in him.  Israel's behavior at Massah (see Ex. 17:7) was a constant pattern in the wilderness (Num. 14:22).  
· Jesus quoted this verse in his wilderness temptations as well.

· Matt. 4:7 – The devil took Jesus to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  He said, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down.”  Jesus answered, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’  Also Luke 4:12.  

· “Be righteousness for us.”  
· This need not mean “righteousness as merited legal status,” which would clash with God's gracious initiative.  In context, the words mean “righteousness as the right response of obedience to God's covenant.”  
· Discussion  
· How shall we interpret the above in today’s language?  Who are your gods?  
· Can you see the deep connection between the Old Testament and the New Testament?  

· A Chosen People (7:1-11) 

· Picture what happened.  

· For the entire Chapter 7.  Exclusive relationship worked out in conquest and worship.  The emphases on the incomparability of the Lord and the demand for exclusive allegiance to him are now applied to Israel's conquest.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Many nations.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Hittites are descended from Ham, like the other peoples listed in this verse (cf. Gen. 10:15–17).  On Amorites and Canaanites, see Deut. 1:7.  The Perizzites are associated with Canaanites in Gen. 13:7 and Judg. 1:4–5.  The Hivites lived around Shechem, in Gibeonite territory and in the north, near Mount Hermon.  The Jebusites were based in Jerusalem.  Compare the lists in Deut. 20:17 (which omits the Girgashites); Josh. 3:10; 24:11.  

· God’s command.  ESV Study Bible.  

· No mercy.  The listed nations inhabit Israel's land promised by God.  They are being punished for their sins (Gen. 15:16); the God of justice is using Israel as his executioner; and any mercy shown to those whom God is judging will not only compromise God's punishment but will also make Israel vulnerable to follow their evil ways (Deut. 7:16).  

· No covenant.  Israel's covenant with God is exclusive, and thus covenants with other nations are prohibited.  

· Do not intermarry with them.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Intermarriage with those of other religions is the issue, not interracial marriage or ethnic cleansing.  
· Israel is vulnerable to turn away from God (see esp. Solomon in 1 Kings 11:1–8).  That is far more likely than Israelites converting their non-Israelite spouses to the Lord.  
· Asherah poles were wooden poles adorned with female fertility symbols.  
· For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.  The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.  ESV Study Bible.  

· This verse provides the reason for the preceding commands.  

· Holy to the Lord.  At its heart, holiness means being exclusively separated to God.  Hence Israel must have no association with pagan religion.  

· Why were Israelites God’s chosen people?  
· The Lord's love for Israel derives from his love for their fathers, the patriarchs (4:37), and not from their own merits.  

· Based on history you know, did the Jewish people enjoy all the blessings, e.g., those described in vv. 13-16?  Why or why not?  

· Why aren’t Chinese people God’s chosen people?  

· Discussion.  
· How shall we interpret the above in today’s language?  What are the positions of Christians in God’s eyes?  
· Do you see the IF THEN pattern here and in earlier chapters?  Why?  
· A Covenant of Love (7:12-26)

· Picture what happened.  

· If you pay attention to these laws and are careful to follow them, then the Lord your God will keep his covenant of love with you, as he swore to your ancestors.  

· Though the covenant God made with Abraham had few conditions, Israel is obligated to keep the Sinai covenant laws for the Abrahamic covenant to remain in force.  See Gen. 12:2–3; Deut. 28:4, 11–13.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A Covenant of Love.  

· The fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant is described in terms of blessing.  Grain … wine and … oil represent the three main crops.  

· Evil diseases may refer to the plagues against Egypt, or more generally the diseases that were common afflictions in Egypt.  
· Will it be wonderful if we have the promises described in these verses?  

· The Lord your God, who is among you, is a great and awesome God.  

· Wow.  How precious this is!  

· ESV Study Bible.  Israel is warned three times (here, 8:17, and 9:4) not to say in your heart certain things that express fear (7:17) or pride (8:17; 9:4).  The state of Israel's heart is a key issue in Deuteronomy (see 4:39; 6:6).  The answer to each warning is “remember” (7:18; 8:18; 9:7).  

· The antidote to wrong fear is to remember what the Lord your God did.  Right fear means fearing God.  
· Little by little.  

· This verse gives some theological interpretation to the book of Joshua.  While Josh. 10:42 envisages a rapid conquest, Josh. 11:18 acknowledges that Joshua's wars took a long time.  

· Discussion.  
· Do you remember the wonderful things that God has done for you?  

· Do we now have anything to hold on?  What to remember?  

· Also, what’s Jesus’ promise to us?  Is there “IF THEN” pattern in Jesus’ love to us?  Romans 8:39 – Neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

· Why?  Jesus already fulfilled the law for us through his death on the cross.  Trust in Jesus!  

· Wrapping Up 

· How wonderful are these two chapters!  Hope that you truly enjoy them and learn from them.  

· Sometimes we are trapped by the legality of God’s commandments.  Try to use the analogy of Honor your Parents.  How shall we honor our parents, especially for us who are far away from them?  Is this a legality issue or just pure love?  Then what does it mean by Fearing God?  
· We thank God for sending Jesus, his one and only son, to die for us on the cross.  Now nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
· Please continue to pray for the people in Japan – their safety, health, wellbeing, as well as knowing God.  Let us also thank God for giving us the safest place in the States to live, to study, and to worship Him.  
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