Deuteronomy 22 and 23, 7/8/2011
· Opening

· Among the Ten Commandments, C1 to C4 talk about human’s relationship to God, and C5 to C10 talk about men’s relationship with men.  What are these latter six?  After talking about honoring parents C5, there is “you shall not murder C6,” and then “you shall not commit adultery C7.”  Why is adultery treated with such a high priority?  What does adultery mean?  What is the Biblical view on sexual relationship in the Old Testament?  How did Moses operationalize C7?  How did Jesus expound on it?  What is today’s viewpoint on it?  What do you think?  
· How is the social welfare system in the States?  In Western Europe?  In China?  How did Moses prepare the community to help those in need?  

· Last time, we discussed the issue of going to war.  We also talked about a few laws concerning honor your parents C5, do not murder C6, and do not commit adultery C7.  Tonight, we shall continue the discussion of laws, each are elaborations of or operationalize the Ten Commandments.  A major focus is on marriage violations, relating to do not commit adultery C7.  Let us see what Moses said to the Israelites about these issues, what Jesus said about them, how people behave in today’s society, and how Christian should behave in this society.  Read Deuteronomy 22 and 23.  

· Various Laws Continued (22:1-12)  

· Picture what happened.  

· See your fellow Israelite’s ox or sheep straying.  
· Helping to protect a neighbor's property fulfills the command to love your neighbor as yourself (Lev 19:18, summarizing C5 to C10).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Was it thoughtful to consider these cases?  

· A woman must not wear men’s clothing.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This law most likely prohibits transvestitism.  
· The strong word abomination (“detest” in NIV) may also suggest transvestite practices associated with pagan temple prostitution.  As with vv. 9–11 below, the law seeks to uphold the order and distinction in God's creation.  
· If you come across a bird’s nest beside the road.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Like the treatment of trees in 20:19–20, this law preserves the means of life and seeks to prevent shortsightedness, requiring wise and respectful use of the creations creation.  

· Make a parapet around your roof.  

· Flat roofs were used for various household activities, including sleeping in hot weather.  Builders and homeowners must take adequate safety measures in building houses.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Do not plant two kinds of seed in your vineyard.  

· This verse was directed specifically at the newly formed nation of Israel.  It speaks of mixing two different breeds of animals, two different seed types, and two different thread types in their clothing.  These were all forbidden only to the Israelites.  It was symbolic of their purity of worship.  Just as they were not allowed to mix these things, they were not allowed to mix pure worship with worship of false gods.  They were to maintain purity in all things.  http://www.answerbag.com/q_view/95060.  
· Do not wear clothes of wool and linen woven together.
· It is unlikely that this had anything to do with Pagan practices, but more likely because the interweaving of linen and wool was used in fabrics used to construct the tabernacle itself as well as in the manufacture of the priests garments.  Exodus 26:1 specifies that both types of spun tread were to be used for the tent cloths of the tabernacle.  Linen is actually a thread spun from flax, not cotton.  http://www.answerbag.com/q_view/95060.  

· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· Marriage Violations (22:13-30) 
· Picture what happened.  

· Marriage violations.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This group of laws deals with infringements to proper moral sexual conduct.  All these laws begin with “If …” and deal with the response to the criminal.  Behind this selection is C7, “You shall not commit adultery” (5:18).  

· Proof of virginity.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The text does not specify what constitutes evidence of virginity.  This may be a garment stained with menstrual blood, which demonstrates that she is not pregnant, or a stain of hymenal blood, showing that the girl's first intercourse took place on her wedding night.  The gate was where legal matters were heard and resolved.  
· “They shall fine him a hundred shekels.”  Workers in old Babylonian times earned half a shekel per month.  

· Punishment of adultery.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Adultery was a capital offense throughout the ancient world.  To be convicted, the couple must be caught in the act and they were both punished equally.  If the circumstances suggested that the woman had not consented, then only the man was punished.
· Discussion  
· What did Jesus say about adultery?  Why?  
· Matthew 5:28 “But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  
· Matthew 5:32 “But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”  
· What did Paul say about adultery?  Why?  
· 1 Corinthians 7.  
· Hebrew 13:4 “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”  

· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· How can we live in today’s world while having a pure Christian faith?  

· Exclusion from the Assembly (23:1-8)  
· Picture what happened.  
· This and the next paragraph talk about human’s relationship to God.  

· Exclusion from the Assembly.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Assembly.  Generally the term is used in Deuteronomy to refer to Israel gathered at Horeb/Sinai.  In this chapter it anticipates Israel gathered in the land at worship.  

· Testicles are crushed.  This probably refers to men made eunuchs in the context of pagan worship.  

· Cut off.  In Gal. 5:12 (“emasculate themselves”) Paul uses the same verb as appears in the Greek translation of Deuteronomy, perhaps to imply that his opponents are acting like pagans; by this action the ancient Israelites would disqualify themselves from entry into the assembly.  
· Do not despise an Edomite.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Israel's kinship with Edom is closer than that with Moab and Ammon.  Edom is descended from Esau, Jacob's twin (Gen. 25:19–26).  

· Third generation.  The possibility of foreigners becoming worshiping Israelites shows that, with God, faith is the issue more than race.
· Discussion  
· Why were such regulations?  

· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· Uncleanness in the Camp (23:9-14)

· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· When you are encamped against your enemies, keep away from everything impure.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Israel's army fighting against the enemy was a religious gathering in the midst of which God was present.  Hence laws of cleanness applied.  

· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· Miscellaneous Laws (23:15-24)  

· Picture what happened.  

· Do not charge a fellow Israelite interest.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A distinction is made between a fellow Israelite (brother) and a foreigner.  To take a loan in ancient times was an act of desperation, often caused by crop failure.  Cruelly high interest rates made situations worse.  The prohibition of interest among Israelites protected the poor.  

· May bless you.  Wealth comes from obedience to God, not from selfish economics.  
· Do not be slow to pay a vow.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Vows were voluntary but, once made, were binding.  Vows must be kept because God keeps his promises and desires that his people imitate his moral character.  

· You may eat your fill.  ESV Study Bible.  
· These laws benefit the poor and are not an excuse for theft.  The economics of ancient Israel included generosity toward fellow Israelites.  

· What did Jesus’ disciples do when they walked through a field?  What did Pharisees accuse them of?  

· Discussion  
· How is the social welfare system in the States?  In Western Europe?  In China?  How are the above that Moses prepared the community to help those in need?  Are there other examples?  

· How would this paragraph relate to verses 3 to 8?  

· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  For all Christians and for all people in the world?  
· Wrapping Up 

· Pray that we live in today’s world with a pure Christian faith, and with a true love to God and to people.  
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