Deuteronomy 2, 3/11/11
· Opening

· If your parents gave you a nice house to live as a gift, what would you expect to happen next?  With a key, you opened the door and found that several gangsters had been living there.  What would you think?  Were your parents kidding with you?  When you checked with your parents, they said that it was indeed the case, i.e., the house had been occupied by gangsters for years.  What would you think about your parents?  Would you leave and give up the house, or would you fight with the gangsters to take back the house?  Would God do that to you?  Did God do that to the Israelites?  Why?  
· Do you have the experience of being very busy, but later finding out that you were actually wasting your effort and your life?  How long was that period?  What caused that to happen?  Many people wasted their entire life, and at the end when they found out, it was too late.  How many years did the Israelites wander in the wilderness?  Why?  What was the turning point?  Any lessons to learn?  

· How many cousins do you have?  Who is the closest one and who is the most remote one?  What are your relations now?  How many of them you don’t know?  
· Last Friday we started a new series of study, the Book of Deuteronomy.  It is the last book of Torah written by Moses, a book that repeats the Ten Commandments and records much of the Mosaic Law, and includes Moses' final speech before his death.  Chapter 1 provides the chronological and geographical setting, identifies the speaker and audience as well as summarizes that the book is an exposition of the law.  It then rehearses Israel's past failure at Kadesh near the beginning of the 40-year wilderness period.  Tonight, we shall see the turning point, and study Israel’s passing through Edom, Moab, and Ammon without fighting, and its successes over Heshbon.  It is a chapter requiring historical and geographical backgrounds to understand (amazing!), and we shall see God’s blessing and righteousness at work.  Read Deuteronomy 2.  
· Wanderings in the Wilderness and Passing through Edom (2:1-8)  

· Picture what happened.  

· Look at the map and identify the places mentioned.  

· How long had the Israelites wandered in the wilderness?  What caused that?  
· “Now turn north.”  What was the turning point?  V. 14.  
· 2:1-23. Moses continues to recount past history, jumping to near the end of the 40-year wilderness period and recalling Israel's peaceful passage through three nations distantly related to it.  This passage reminds Israel of God's care in bringing them so far and counters their fear of the inhabitants of the land so that they now may enter the land.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The nation of Edom was descended from Jacob's twin brother, Esau (Gen. 25:30; 32:3; 36:1).  ESV Study Bible.  

· A brief introduction between the struggle between the twin brothers Jacob and Esau can be found in Genesis 27.  Esau was blessed by their father, although the best was taken by Jacob.  
· The point in v. 5 is God's ability to give and protect land, thus encouraging Israel to trust him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Israel is not to be indebted to anyone other than God as stated in v. 6.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  

· “Now turn north.”  Would you be excited in hearing this if you were one of the Israelites?  If you were Moses?  
· Passing through Moab and Ammon (2:9-23)

· Picture what happened.  

· Look at the map and identify the places mentioned.  

· Among your relatives, who is the most distinguished person?  Whom do you respect the most?  

· Moab and Ammon were descended from Lot, Abraham's nephew (Genesis 19:36-38).  
· “So both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their father.  The older daughter had a son, and she named him Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of today.  The younger daughter also had a son, and she named him Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of today.”  

· This section, like vv. 20–23, is very important in Moses' argument.  The people whom God dispossessed in order to give Moab its land included the Anakim (also v. 21), the very people Israel feared (see 1:28).  The point is that Israel has no reason to fear them.  God is more powerful.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Anakites.  Wikipedia.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anak
· Anakim or Anakites are the descendants of Anak.  According to the Book of Numbers, during the conquest of Canaan by the Israelites, Anak was a well known figure, and a forefather of the Anakites (Heb. Anakim) who have been considered "strong and tall," they were also said to have been a mixed race of giant people, descendants of the Nephilim (Numbers 13:33).  The use of the word "nephilim" in this verse describes a crossbreed of God's sons and the daughters of man, as cited in (Genesis 6:1-2) and (Genesis 6:4).  The text states that Anak was a Rephaite (Deuteronomy 2:11) and a son of Arba (Joshua 15:13).  Etymologically, Anak means [long] neck.  
· The Israelite leader Moses sends twelve spies representing the twelve tribes of Israel to scout out the land of Canaan, and give a full report to the congregation.  The spies enter from the Negev desert and journey northward through the Judaean hills until they arrive at the brook of Eshcol near Hebron, where reside Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, the sons of Anak.  After the scouts have explored the entire land, they bring back samples of the fruit of the land; most notably a gigantic cluster of grapes which requires two men to carry it on a pole between them.  The scouts then report to Moses and the congregation, that "the land indeed is a land flowing with milk and honey," but ten of the twelve spies discourage the Israelites from even attempting to possess the land, for they reported that the men were taller and stronger than the Israelites, and moreover the sons of Anak dwell in the land, and that they felt like grasshoppers in their presence.  
· God's decree after the spies incident, that the adult generation of Israel then living would die in the wilderness (Num. 14:22–23, 35), has been fulfilled in vv. 14 and 15.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  
· Who are the persons or what are the things that you are most afraid of now?  Pray to God so that you can face them.  

· Defeat of Sihon King of Heshbon (2:24-36)

· Picture what happened.  

· Look at the map and identify the places mentioned.  

· Why did God treat Heshbon differently from the three other countries discussed before?  

· Is God loving, kind and fair?  

· According to Gen. 15:16, the land would be given to Israel when the iniquity of the Amorites was complete, and now that time has come.  Thus the defeat of various nations represents God's punishment for their iniquity (Deut. 18:12).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Is God also righteous?  

· “This very day I will begin to put the terror and fear of you on all the nations under heaven.  They will hear reports of you and will tremble and be in anguish because of you.”  Wow!!  

· The offer of words of peace in v. 26 does not seem to match the instruction to fight in Deut. 2:24.  Perhaps Israel was reluctant to obey and fight.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Lord said to me, “See, I have begun to deliver Sihon and his country over to you.  Now begin to conquer and possess his land.”  Wow!!  

· The total destruction of Sihon's cities and people in verses 34 and 35 reflects God's instructions for battle within the Promised Land.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Gilead is the name given generally to the Transjordanian territory.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  Why was there a total destruction?  
· The calculated effect of the total destruction (left no survivors) in ancient times was to make the inhabitants of an area flee without putting up resistance.  Israel was commanded not to use this procedure except in their conquest of Canaan and Transjordan (20:10-15), where the holy nation would be corrupted by the influence of the remaining pagan culture (Psalm 106:34-39).  Reformation Study Bible.  

· Wrapping Up 

· Are you tired of wandering in the wilderness, either physically, mentally, or spiritually?  How can we turn away from that to have a new beginning?  

· How can we know God’s will?  Are we willing to listen and trust Him?  
Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow
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