Deuteronomy 5, 4/1/11
· Opening

· Previously, did you like Tiger Woods?  How about now?  Do you like your own marriage now?  What should be the true love between husband and wife?  How could your relationship with your spouse be improved?  What happens when there is a third person involved?  
· Have you heard about the story of “Tiger Mom” Amy Chua and her book “Why Chinese Mothers Are Superior” (http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704111504576059713528698754.html)?  What do you think about her philosophy of brining up children?  Do you like your own way of bringing up your children?  How importance is good parenting?  How long will the effects last?  

· Have you heard about the Ten Commandments?  What are those?  Who announced them and to whom?  What are the purposes?  

· Shall we observe these Commandments?  What did Jesus say about them?  Matthew 5-7.  

· Last Friday we had a special gathering.  The Friday before, we studied that Israel defeated Bashan, started dividing the land, and were commanded to be obedient to the Lord.  Tonight, we shall study the Ten Commandments, one of the key foundations of the Old Testament.  Read Deuteronomy 5.  
· Problem Context (5:1-6)  

· Picture what happened.  

· As in Exodus 20–24, the Ten Commandments stand at the head of the law given at Sinai (Ex. 20:1–17).  In many respects, the detailed laws of Deuteronomy 12–26 follow the general pattern of the Ten Commandments, suggesting that the Ten Commandments function as a summary of God's requirements for his people.  All but the Sabbath commandment and the commandment against carved images are explicitly reinforced in the NT.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Learn them and be sure to follow them.”  They are not to be treated lightly.  

·  “Not with our ancestors.”  

· The Ten Commandments was made by God with the Israelites of Moses’ day, not with the patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  They were not from the beginning.  
· Discussion  

· The Ten Commandments (5:7-21)

· Picture what happened.  

· The Ten Commandments begin with a statement of a preexisting relationship with the Lord and recognition of His prior action in saving Israel.  Obedience to the Ten Commandments and laws in general therefore does not earn the relationship but is a response of faith to God's grace.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.”  

· Because God has no visible form, any idol intended to resemble Him would be a sinful misrepresentation of him.  
· Since other gods are not to be worshiped, making idols of them would be equally sinful.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “I am a jealous God.”  Analogous to marriage, God  
· Demands exclusive devotion to Himself;

· Delivers to judgment all who oppose Him; and

· Vindicates His people.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “Punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me.”  

· The close identity of a man with his children and of children with their parents, resulting from the tightly bonded unity of the three- or four-generation households of that ancient society, is alien to the modern reader, whose sense of self is highly individualistic.  But that deep profoundly human bond accounts for the ancient legal principle of “punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.”  NIV Study Bible.  

· Recall the discussion on parenting earlier today – Bad behaviors of parents can have long lasting effects on children.  

· ESV Study Bible.  Up to four generations of those who hate God may suffer the effects of their ancestors' sins or even continue in the same sins.  The view that innocent children suffer for their parents' sins is opposed in Jer. 31:29–30 and Ezek. 18:2–4.  

· Contrasts God's treatment of those who hate him with his treatment of those who love him.  God's steadfast love far outlasts the effects of sin on subsequent generations.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “Misuse the name of the Lord your God.”  By profaning God’s name, e.g., by swearing falsely by it, as on the witness stand in court.  NIV Study Bible.  

· “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.”  Two reasons are given:
· Ex. 20:11 – Imitating God's rest after the creation.

· Here – As God had delivered his people from the burden of slavery in Egypt, Israelites should observe the Sabbath so that their servants can also participate in the Sabbath-rest.  NIV Study Bible.  

· We need to understand that God is the Lord over time, and we need to set apart out time to worship Him, meditate on His words, and to let others have similar opportunities.  

· “Honor your father and your mother.”

· (1) Prize highly, (2) care for, (3) show respect for, and (4) obey.  

· This is the first commandment with a promise.  NIV Study Bible.  

·  “You shall not murder.”  

· The verb used here includes both the unlawful or immoral killing of another human being (the specific meaning of the English word “murder”) and also causing the death of another human being through careless or negligent behavior (as in Deut. 19:4–6; cf. Num. 35:22–25).  This verb is never used in the OT of killing in war.  

· The exact opposite of murder is commanded in Lev. 19:18, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· “You shall not commit adultery.”  

· This specific prohibition is against a man having sexual relations with a woman who is married to someone else, but it implies a broader concern for sexual purity shown in the detailed laws about other kinds of sexual sin (21:10–23:14).  
· Both 5:21 and Matt. 5:28 show that God was concerned not only with outward conformity to this law but also with purity of heart.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “You shall not steal.”  

· This command requires each Israelite to respect a neighbor's property.  The obligation not to steal a neighbor's animal indicates that the neighbor has a right to keep the animal as personal property.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “You shall not bear false witness.”  

· “Bearing witness” suggests a legal trial in which false testimony could lead to punishment for the neighbor, so the command prohibits a hateful lie.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife.  You shall not set your desire on your neighbor’s house or ..”  
· Unlike the parallel in Ex. 20:17, the neighbor's wife is listed first and with a different verb (covet) from the possessions of the husband (desire), setting her apart as no mere possession.  
· God requires purity of heart with regard to the seventh (Deut. 5:18) and the eighth (5:19) commandments, and, by implication, all 10.  ESV Study Bible.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· How should we honor our parents?  This has been one of the major difficult things for overseas Chinese to do.  Your ideas and suggestions?  

· Should we observe the Sabbath?  The Lord’s Day?  What does that mean?  
· Moses as the Intermediator for the Israelites (5:22-33)

· Picture what happened.  

· Having heard the Ten Commandments audibly, Israel fears continuing to hear the Lord's voice and requests Moses to relay to them all the following laws, a request to which the Lord consents.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Two stone tablets.”

· Each of the two tablets of stone probably contained the full Ten Commandments, following ancient Near Eastern treaty practice.  Both copies were later placed inside the Ark of the Covenant.  
· The remainder of Israel's law was written by Moses in a book and kept beside the ark (31:24–26).  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Go near and listen to all that the Lord our God says.  Then tell us whatever the Lord our God tells you.  We will listen and obey.”
· Why are they so kind to Moses?  
· Did they really listen and obey?  
· Who is our intermediator?  

· Do we in many aspects like the Israelites?  

· If you were Moses, how would you feel?  

· “Walk in obedience to all that the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.”  

· Discussion.    
· Wrapping Up 

· Amazing Grace: Ezekiel 36:26-28.  

· “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God.”  

· Romans 8:1-4.  “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.  For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.  And so he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”  

· Please continue to pray for the people in Japan – their safety, health, wellbeing, as well as knowing God.  Let us also thank God for giving us the safest place in the States to live, to study, and to worship Him.  
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