Deuteronomy 24 and 25, 7/15/2011
· Opening

· What is the divorce rate in the States?  Hovering around 50% (http://www.divorce.com/article/worldwide-divorce-statistics).  How was it calculated?  How about the divorce rate in China?  How would you view the above statistics?  Why do people get married?  Why do people get divorced?  Why bother?  

· How many times did Elizabeth Taylor marry?  Eight or nine times.  How many times to the same person?  Once, to Richard Burton (twice) (http://www.people.com/people/article/0,,20360134,00.html).  What do you think?  
· Should we focus on pursuing our own goals?  Should we help those who are in need?  What is the balance?  Why?  

· Last time, we discussed various laws presented by Moses, each elaborating or operationalizing the Ten Commandments.  A major focus was on marriage violations, relating to not committing adultery C7.  We saw what God said to the Israelites about these issues, what Jesus said about them, how people behave in today’s society, and how Christian should behave in this society.  Tonight, we shall continue the discussion of laws, focusing on marriage and social support among the Israelites.  These laws seem reasonable.  Amazingly, Jewish religious leaders used some of the laws here to challenge Jesus.  Let us find out which laws were used by them, and how Jesus answered their questions.  We shall also see why God set these laws.  Read Deuteronomy 24 and 25.  

· Marriage and divorce (24:1-5)  

· Picture what happened.  

· Marrying again to the same person.  
· This is a good example of “case law,” where verses 1–3 present the situation (“When …”) and v. 4 is the actual law (“then …”).  ESV Studying Bible.  
· Marriage and divorce are serious issues and should not be taken lightly.  
· This law protects the woman from exploitation by her first husband.  ESV Studying Bible.  
· See Jesus' comments on this law in Matt. 5:31–32.  In Matt. 19:7, Pharisees defend their position on divorce by appeal to this law; Jesus, however, appeals to the creation account (Gen. 1:27; 2:24) to show God's ethical ideal.  This law is a concession to hardness of hearts, preserving a minimum level of civility for the theocracy.  ESV Studying Bible.  
· One year.  

· This may give the couple time to have at least one child and develop their relationship.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  
· How long was your honeymoon?  One month?  One week or one year?  Did you work during that period?  Why or why not?  

· Can you see God’s love in the above verses?  
· Social Support (24:6-22) 
· Picture what happened.  

· A pair of millstones or an upper millstone.  ESV Study Bible.  
· These were basic utensils for food preparation; if taken as a pledge or security for a loan, they would deprive the poor person of the means for grinding grain.  

· The kidnapper must die.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Kidnapping is regarded as theft and is the only type of theft for which the death penalty applies; these laws place a higher value on persons than on property.  
· Leprous disease.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The priests were the ones to rule on leprous diseases, as leprosy (a general term for skin diseases) made a person unclean.  

· Miriam, Moses' sister, suffered from leprosy (see Numbers 12).  

· Not go into his house.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The dignity of the poor person, who is forced into a loan, is preserved, and violence or theft is guarded against.  

· Parents are not to be put to death for their children.  

· Although we shall try to support each other, “each will die for their own sin.”  

· A sheave, olives and grapes.  ESV Study Bible.  
· These laws make provision for the poor.  
· The blessings of the land are for the people as a whole to share.  See also this law in practice in Ruth 2.  
· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· Can we see God’s righteousness and loving grace in these laws?  
· Law on Justice (25:1-3)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Forty lashes.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The limit of forty stripes was to prevent the guilty man from being degraded or abused, presumably anticipating his restoration to the community.  

· For fear of miscounting and going beyond 40, later Jews limited flogging to 39, as in the case of Paul (2 Cor. 11:24).  

· Muzzle an ox.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Even an animal was entitled to food while it worked.  

· Paul applied this principle to the work of evangelism and disciple-making (1 Cor. 9:9; 1 Tim. 5:18).
· Discussion  
· What do cooks eat in the restaurant that they work?  What are other examples?  

· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· The Family of the Un-Sandaled (25:5-10)

· Picture what happened.  
· Husband's brother.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In Latin, brother-in-law is levir, hence the term “levirate marriage” is applied to this law.  Its purpose was protection for the widow and is a case where polygamy was allowed (i.e., the brother-in-law may have already been married).  

· The law reflects the strong sense of obligation placed on family, as well as a desire to preserve the family line.  

· See also Gen. 38:8–10.  

· Ruth 4:1–12 seems to combine this institution with redemption by the closest kinsman.  

· In Matt. 22:23–33 the Sadducees use this law in an effort to disprove the idea of resurrection, and Jesus reveals their faulty reasoning.  It is possible that Paul's advice in 1 Cor. 7:39, allowing a widow to marry “whom she wishes,” was addressed to Christians who thought this law was still applicable.  
· Pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This public event brings shame on the brother-in-law.  However, he is not forced into taking the widow as his wife—which would have protected her from a reluctant husband.  

· Discussion  
· Will a younger brother wish to take his sister-in-law as his own wife?  Why or why not?  

· Is this tradition limited to Israelites?  No.  In many parts of the worlds.  See Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levirate_marriage).
· How about in today’s society?  The practice was extremely important in ancient societies, and remains so today in parts of the world, because children enabled the inheritance of land, which offered security and status.  Wikipedia.  
· Are there similar things in Chinese tradition?  A rich family with daughters only?  

· Miscellaneous Laws (25:11-19)  

· Picture what happened.  

· Two kinds of weights … two kinds of measures.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A dishonest person could use one set of weights or measures for selling and another for buying, in order to buy more goods for the set price or to sell less produce for the price.  

· Amalek.  ESV Study Bible.  

· See Ex. 17:8–16 for the account of the Amalekites' opposition to Israel.  The Amalekites remained a thorn in Israel's side.  Notably, Saul failed to destroy them (1 Sam. 15:1–9), though David later defeated them (1 Sam. 30:1–20).  
· Discussion  
· Is it popular for a company to have two sets of accounting books?  

· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· Wrapping Up 

· “Parents are not to be put to death for their children.”  However, Jesus died for all of us.  Hope that we can feel God’s righteousness and love on all of us tonight, and live a godly life worthy to be called Christians.   
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