Deuteronomy 3 and 4, 3/18/11
· Opening

· Last Friday Japan suffered a record-breaking earthquake of scale 9.0, followed by a major tsunami.  Now Japan is in nuclear power plant crises.  What do you think?  If you were Japanese living in Sendai or Tokyo, what would you think?  Do you know where the safest place in the States is?  
· If you are buying a new car for your teenage son or daughter, what are you going to say to him or her before giving the car?  Many years later, when you divide your assets among your children knowing that you will die soon, what will you say to them?  

· If you were leading a group to an exciting journey, but found out that your visa was denied.  How would you feel?  If you plan to get back to your hometown but cannot make the trip because of some issues, how would you feel?  

· Last Friday we studied Israel's past failure at Kadesh near the beginning of the 40-year wilderness period.  We then saw the turning point, and studied Israel’s passing through Edom, Moab, and Ammon without fighting and its success over Heshbon.  We saw God’s blessing as well as His righteousness at work.  Tonight we shall see that Israel defeated another country Bashan, started dividing the land, and the commands that God gave to them through Moses.  Read Deuteronomy 3 and 4.  
· Defeat of Og King of Bashan (3:1-11)  

· We discussed the giants in Deuteronomy 2.  Were they real?  If so, how big were they?  

· Picture what happened.  

· Look at the map and identify the places mentioned.  

· This section recounts Israel's second Transjordanian victory (see Num. 21:31–35).  Like Sihon, Og was also an Amorite.  ESV Study Bible.  

· In recounting these victories, Moses seeks to persuade Israel to cross the Jordan, not fearing the enemy but trusting in God's power.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Mount Hermon (9,232 feet/2,814 m) is a snowcapped mountain at the northern border of Israel, Lebanon, and Syria.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Og's bed of iron was over 13 feet (4 m) long and 6 feet (1.8 m) wide.  This may refer to his coffin.  The reference reminds Israel that the “giant” Rephaim have been killed and that Israel's fear of them is unfounded.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  

· Were the giants real?  Were they really huge?  Did the Israelites need to fear?  
· Division of the Land (3:12-20)

· How many tribes of Israelites were there?  Where did they come from?  

· Picture what happened.  

· These verses recapitulate the distribution of the lands of Sihon and Og to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh (Num. 32:1–42; 34:13–15).  The repeat of this in Deuteronomy underscores that the possession of the Promised Land has begun, which should make Israel more confident to cross the Jordan and conquer the remaining land.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why giving this piece of land to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh?  
· Num. 32:1–5.  The Reubenites and Gadites, who had very large herds and flocks, saw that the lands of Jazer and Gilead were suitable for livestock.  So they came to Moses and Eleazar the priest and to the leaders of the community, and said, “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo and Beon – the land the Lord subdued before the people of Israel – are suitable for livestock, and your servants have livestock.  If we have found favor in your eyes,” they said, “let this land be given to your servants as our possession.  Do not make us cross the Jordan.”  
· Deuteronomy 3:18.  But all your able-bodied men, armed for battle, must cross over ahead of the other Israelites.  
· Pisgah is the peak of Mount Nebo, overlooking Jericho and the north end of the Dead Sea, the place where Moses dies.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion  
· Is it easy to be Moses?  
· Moses Forbidden to Cross the Jordan (3:21-29)

· Picture what happened.  

· Look at the map and identify the places mentioned.  

· The conquests of Sihon and Og give the Israelites a model of the future conquest under Joshua.  Unlike its experience 38 years previously at Kadesh, Israel is not to fear the enemy.  If God fights, victory is assured.  ESV Study Bible.  

· As already mentioned in 1:37–38, it is reiterated that the Lord had denied Moses entry into the land and that Joshua would succeed him.  In light of the significant cloud that Moses' death would cast over Israel's enthusiasm for entry into the land, the emphasis here lies more on encouraging Joshua so that he is well-equipped to continue on from Moses' leadership.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Beth-peor was the location of another act of rebellion in Israel's wilderness years, when Israel worshiped the Baal of Peor (Num. 25:1–5).  “Beth-peor” means “house or temple of Peor,” perhaps referring to the altars Balaam had built there (Num. 23:28–29).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  Why was there a total destruction?  
· If you were Moses, would you ask the question in v. 25, though that you have been told before?  

· From here, can you tell the relationship between God and Moses?  God’s characteristics?  
· Obedience Commanded (4: 1-14)

· Picture what happened.  

· The speech turns from recounting the past to exhortation.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Listen is a common injunction in Deuteronomy and means “heed and obey.”  
· As is often the case, the command to listen and obey carries a motive clause to encourage that behavior: that you may live, and go in and take possession.  Land possession is not linked to military strategy or strength but to comprehensive obedience of the statutes and the rules that govern all aspects of life.  
· As is common in Deuteronomy, mention of the land is qualified by reference to the patriarchs (fathers) in order to stimulate Israel's trust in God's faithfulness.  
· What the LORD did at Baal Peor.  

· Numbers 25:1-5.  “While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women, who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods.  The people ate the sacrificial meal and bowed down before these gods.  So Israel yoked themselves to the Baal of Peor.  And the Lord’s anger burned against them.  The Lord said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of these people, kill them and expose them in broad daylight before the Lord, so that the Lord’s fierce anger may turn away from Israel.”  So Moses said to Israel’s judges, “Each of you must put to death those of your people who have yoked themselves to the Baal of Peor.”  
· The Lord's nearness at Mount Horeb is recalled, though v. 7 has in mind an ongoing nearness, notably in answering prayer.  In Deuteronomy that nearness comes through God's word (30:14) and his presence in the midst of the people.  In comparison with other nations, Israel's law is emphasized as righteous in order to encourage Israel to keep the laws of the following chapters and not to regard them as unduly onerous.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Make them known to your children.  Each generation has the responsibility of instructing the next generation in the faith.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Saw no form; there was only a voice.  The emphasis here, and in the second commandment (5:8–9), is that worship of an image is prohibited, since God's self-revelation was audible, not visible.  Despite this, notice “your eyes have seen” in 4:3, 9, and “before your eyes” in v. 34.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  
· How should we worship God?  Why?  
· Idolatry Forbidden (4: 15-31)

· When was the modern Israel established as a country?  Was this an amazing historical fact?  Why or why not?  

· Picture what happened.  

· Scatter.  See 28:64–68.  Few in number.  See 28:62.  The punishment for idolatry is exile to a pagan land; God will hand Israel over to an idolatrous nation to continue the sinful practice.  Sarcasm is expressed here that other gods neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Exile is not the end.  There remains hope of repentance and return (see 30:1–10).  Returning to the Lord means forsaking the worship of visible forms and obeying his commands.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  
· Is it amazing to see that God foresaw the exile of the Israelites?  Did he foresee also the returning of them?  To where?  
· The Lord Is God (4: 32-40)

· Picture what happened.  

· The Lord's approach to Israel at Sinai is the greatest event in any time (since the day that God created man) or any place (one end of heaven to the other).  The theme of Israel's uniqueness resumes from vv. 5–20.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Discussion.  
· Cities of Refuge (4: 41-43)

· Picture what happened.  

· Three cities, Bezer, Ramoth, and Golan, are set apart in Transjordan as places to which a person guilty of manslaughter can flee to evade revenge from the dead person's family.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Why cities of refuge?  http://www.edzx.com/chajing/Old%20Testament/06Josh/06DT20.htm
· 律法將事先計畫的有意謀殺，和無心誤殺作了區分。前者必須處以死刑，或是由社會執行，或是由報血仇者親自動手。無心的誤殺不必受死刑，但是因著同宗之人的死，報血仇者必須要追索賠償。622在這種狀況下，若將殺人者處死，乃是流無辜之人的血，以致污穢了地。為防止這點，律法便設立了逃城。
· 約書亞記二十章補充說，誤殺人者必須站在城門口，將他的事情說給城內的長老們聽，然後長老要把他收進城裡。他的安全受到保障，直到他在自己家鄉的會眾前聽審判（民三十五22～28）。即使他被判並非蓄意殺人，但報血仇的人仍會對他構成威脅。為了逃避危險，他可以住在逃城，直等到大祭司死了。大祭司代表全國，尤其是在罪孽和獻祭方面（利十六章）。623大祭司的死，象徵誤殺者所造成之罪的結束。624理論上，報血仇者應當以他的死代替殺人者之死，罪價既償，就不再需要追討了。
· 逃城分散在早期以色列所佔據的各個區域。其中包括著名的重要據點（如，示劍和希伯崙），使得必須逃的人可以很容易找到，也可以提供最大的安全，防範人前來報血仇。
· Discussion.  
· Introduction to the Law (4: 44-49)

· These verses provide the geographical and historical setting of the second speech.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Wrapping Up 

· Do you envy the relationship between God and Moses?  What is your relationship with God now?  

· Please continue to pray for the people in Japan – their safety, health, wellbeing, as well as knowing the true God.  Let us also thank God for giving us the safest place in the States to live, to study, and to worship Him.  
Peter Luh, Hsu-Te Cheng, Koh Han Seow
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