Deuteronomy 14 and 15, 6/3/2011
· Opening

· What is your favorite food?  Steaks?  Chicken?  Seafood?  Vegetables?  If you order a steak in a restaurant, what would the waiter or waitress ask you?  Would he/she ask the same question if you order a pork rib?  Why or why not?  

· Do you like fish, crabs or lobsters?  Are they tasty?  Is it good to eat too many crabs or lobsters?  Why or why not?  Did people know that 15 or 20 years ago?  Why not?  
· Have you ever lent money to others?  Did you get the money back?  What if someone said that the debt was canceled and you got nothing back?  Would you think twice the next time when asked upon for money?  
· Last time, we saw that Moses expound on the Ten Commandments.  Chapter 12 dealt with proper worship, expanding the understanding of the first commandment about having no other gods.  Chapter 13 then provided three specific scenarios.  Tonight, we shall look at clean and unclean food and tithes in Chapter 14, and the year for canceling debts and freeing servants in Chapter 15.  Two very intriguing chapters.  Do you want to find out more?  Read Deuteronomy 14 and 15.  
· Clean and Unclean Food (14:1-21)  

· Picture what happened.  

· Israel's diet was to be distinctive, reflecting its own distinctiveness in God's election from among all nations (cf. Leviticus 11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of your heads for the dead.  

· Probably both of these activities relate to pagan practices.  Such practices are therefore forbidden to Israelites, who are holy to the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do not eat any detestable thing.  

· Clean and unclean animals are separated to illustrate the separation of Israel from other nations (14:2).  ESV Study Bible.  

· The distinctions may not be related to hygiene.  

· You may eat or may not eat.  

· While no summary criteria are given to distinguish clean birds from unclean, the unclean seem to be birds of prey.  These eat carrion and blood, which are forbidden to Israelites (v. 21).  ESV Study Bible.  

· You may give it to the foreigner residing in any of your towns, and they may eat it.  

· This verse shows the three levels of people in Israelite society.  Israelites cannot eat anything that has died naturally, probably because the blood is still in the animal.  However, a sojourner can eat that dead animal, and it can also be sold to a foreigner.  ESV Study Bible.  

· You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.  This prohibition may be a polemic against Canaanite magical practices.  It is also an affront to God's creative design: kids (young goats) should be given life by drinking their mothers' milk, not be cooked in it.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the above on us today?  Why the differences?  

· When the gospel breaks down the separation between Israel and the Gentiles, all foods are declared clean (Mark 7:19; Acts 10:9–16, 28).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Mark 7:18, 19.  “Are you so dull?” he asked.  “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile them?  For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body.”  (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)  

· Acts 10:15.  The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”  

· 1 Corinthians 8:8.  But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.  

· 1 Corinthians 10:31-32.  So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.  Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God.  
· Is it possible that the distinctions of clean/unclean food be related to hygiene?  

· Tithes  (14:22-29) 
· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Giving a tithe (10 percent) was a practice as early as Abram (Gen. 14:20).  Moses stresses what to do with these tithes.  By NT times, Jews gave a tithe to the Levites as well as a tithe for a feast.  
· Learn to revere the Lord your God always.  

· Tithing does not mean the giving of the surplus.  Tithing would teach Israel to fear or trust God that the remaining 90 percent was sufficient and that God would provide each year.  Israel should have learned this fear through the provision of manna in the wilderness (Deut. 8:3).  ESV Study Bible.  

· An additional tithe every third year  
· This is for the benefit of the landless, who are (potentially) poor.  It is to be given to them within your towns and not at the central sanctuary.  ESV Study Bible.  

· In a chapter emphasizing the holiness of Israel apart from other nations, the inclusion of the sojourner shows the inclusiveness of Deuteronomy.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the above on us today?  Why the differences?  

· 2 Corinthian 9:6-9.  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written:  “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.”  

· It is important to have the mentality of “custodian.”  We are custodians of the treasures of God.  All the treasures belong to Him, and our purposes are to serve Him.  
· The Year for Canceling Debts  (15:1-11) 

· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The laws in these verses (15:1-18) relate to the sabbatical year.  

· At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts.  
· All debts between Israelites are to be cancelled (or merely deferred for one year(?)) at the end of every seventh year regardless of the amount of debt or its term.  ESV Study Bible.  

· If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This law does not apply to the poor outside Israel.  The cause of the fellow Israelite's poverty is not the issue, even if it is the result of squandering or foolishness.  The command is internal: you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand.  
· The verbs open and lend are emphatic.  

· Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought.  ESV Study Bible.  

· If the sabbatical year is close, then any money lent is less likely to be repaid.  So the command is to lend what is needed, regardless of the date of the next sabbatical year. 
· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the above on us today?  Why the differences?  

· Christians are also to be generous toward one another (cf. 1 John 3:17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Freeing Servants  (15:12-18)

· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This section assumes that some Israelites might fall into desperate poverty and become, within Israel, slaves or “bondservants.”  This may suggest a failure by Israelites to be generous as commanded in vv. 1–11.  
· The sabbatical year provides a limit to such slavery.  Slavery in Israel was therefore a short-term measure to help self-employed peasant farmers who could not pay their debts.  Thus a rich landowner who offered a bankrupt peasant guaranteed employment and support until the sabbatical year was valued.  Taking on such a “slave” was viewed as an act of charity.  Some “slaves” might find the secure status of employee so attractive that they became permanent slaves.  
· Supply them liberally.  ESV Study Bible.  

· To prevent immediate return to being a slave, the slave owner is not to let him go empty-handed but to furnish him liberally.  

· Throughout this chapter, the blessing of God on Israel motivates obedience to these laws.  The second motivation comes from Israel's experience of oppression in Egypt.  

· Firstborn Animals.  ESV Study Bible.  

· These verses deal with firstborn animals, which are to be dedicated to the Lord.  Giving the firstborn is an expression of thanks and trust that more animals are to come.  

· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the above on us today?  Why the differences?  

· Wrapping Up 

· Are the laws easy to follow?  Shall we try to strictly follow the laws or shall be seek the grace of God through the blood of Jesus to become children of God?  

· Are we willing to be separated from the rest to be holy to the Lord?  
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