Deuteronomy 28 and 29, 7/28/2011
· Opening

· Have you attended weddings?  Recently?  Whose wedding - good friends, close relatives, or you yourself?  What do you remember?  Were there blessings?  What?  Curses?  What?  Have those blessings been realized?  Curses realized?  Why or why not?  What were the foundations for those blessings and curses?  

· At the closing of Sunday worship, pastors would generally bless people.  Do you remember these blessings?  Who receive those blessings?  Have these blessings been realized?  Why or why not?  What are the foundations for these blessings?  

· What are other blessings there?  Do you want them?  What are other curses there?  Do you want to avoid them?  

· Last time, we concluded Moses’ second speech in Chapter 26, where he turned to people’s relationship with God – firstfruits and tithes.  He many times referred back to God’s promises to their ancestors and the Promised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  The highlight was how God would like to relate to his people.  Chapter 27 then started Moses’ third and the last speech where he looked ahead to a covenant ceremony upon arrival in the land – six tribes standing on Mount Gerizim to bless the people, and six other tribes standing on Mount Ebal to pronounce curses.  
· Tonight, we continue Moses’ third speech in Chapter 28, detailing the content of the blessings and curses.  People were blessed for their obedience, and cursed for their disobedience.  The blessings are wonderful.  Can you imagine them?  The curses are very bad with graphical descriptions.  Can you imagine them?  Why were these blessings and curses?  Based on what?  How to interpret them in today’s terms?  Chapter 29 then presents the renewal of the Covenant – the Moab Covenant – confirming Israelites as his people, He as their God as promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Do you want to find out more?  Read Deuteronomy 28 and 29.  

· Blessings for Obedience (28:1-14)  

· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The focus shifts from the specific sins that warrant curses to the content of the curses, preceded by a shorter list of blessings.  The blessings of vv. 1–14 are the converse of the curses in vv. 15–68.  The greater length devoted to the curses (54 verses compared to 14 verses for blessings) is suggestive of Israel's future.  
· City … field … come in … go out.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The coupling of opposites implies comprehensiveness.  
· The fruit of your womb will be blessed.  The emphasis on fertility challenges the Canaanite view that Baal was the fertility god.  
· What is the pre-condition of these blessings?  Why?  Reasonable?  Is it easy to follow?  Why or why not?  

· Lend to many nations.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Israel will be wealthy as a result of God's blessing.  According to 23:20 these loans to other nations would be loans at interest.  

· The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the Lord your God and walk in obedience to him.
· Is that beautiful?  

· Discussion  
· What are the blessings in today’s term?  Gospel.  Are there pre-conditions?  What are they?  Are they easy to follow?  Why or why not?  

· Are the blessings the reasons that we trust in Jesus?  

· 1 Peter 2:9-10.  “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”  How beautiful!  

· Curses for Disobedience (28:15-68)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Can you find the corresponding blesses in verses 1-14 for each of the curses?  
· The sky over your head will be bronze, the ground beneath you iron.  
· Bronze.  Unable to bring rain.  Iron.  Unable to be tilled.  
· They will be a sign and a wonder to you and your descendants forever (v. 46).  
· Signs and wonders usually refer to Israel's salvation (e.g., 4:34; 7:19; 26:8).  Here the term is heavily ironic.  ESV Study Bible.  
· He will put an iron yoke on your neck (v. 48).  
· Yoke of iron suggests a return to slavery (see also v. 68) and a reversal of Israel's redemption, when God brought them out of Egypt.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eat the fruit of your womb (v. 53).    ESV Study Bible.  
· The siege from the future enemy will be so dire that Israelites will resort to cannibalism in order to stay alive.  See 2 Kings 6:28–29 for the horrors of suffering siege, and Lam. 2:20 and 4:10 for what happened when Jerusalem was besieged by Babylon.  
· Not recorded in this book of this law.  ESV Study Bible.    
· This book of this law refers to Deuteronomy 1–30.  
· Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The curse of exile eventually comes for the northern kingdom under Assyria (2 Kings 17) and for the southern kingdom of Judah under Babylon (2 Kings 25).  
· Discussion  
· Which curse is the most severe one from your view point?  

· What are the curses in today’s term?  Why?  Are they easy or difficult to avoid?  
· Jesus died on the cross for us.  What does this have to do with the curses presented above?  

· Renewal of the Covenant (29:1-29)

· Final Exhortation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This chapter is part of Moses’ third speech.  It has no close parallel in ancient treaties.  They are the climax of the preaching of Deuteronomy, urging Israel to accept the covenant.  
· In addition to the covenant he had made with them at Horeb.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The covenant in the land of Moab is a reiteration of the covenant at Horeb (i.e., Sinai), and the laws are the same as were given to Israel through Moses at Horeb.  The Moab covenant constitutes all the spoken words of Moses in Deuteronomy.  
· You have seen … before your eyes … your eyes saw.  ESV Study Bible.  
· There is a strong emphasis on having seen God's past actions, even though the addressees are the next generation.  
· But to this day the Lord has not given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The heart is the organ of understanding and will in the OT; Deuteronomy focuses on the heart as the center of morality.  Despite the emphasis on physical sight (vv. 2–3), real “sight” is with the eyes of faithful obedience.  The heart must respond correctly to God (e.g., 6:5), but Israel's heart is unlikely to respond to God in the right way (e.g., 5:29; 8:17; 9:4).  Israel needs God to correct its lack of right heart, eyes, and ears.  
· In Rom. 11:8 Paul combines this text with Isa. 29:10 to explain why many of his Jewish contemporaries do not believe in Jesus.  “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that could not see and ears that could not hear, to this very day.”
· Enter into a covenant.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The language of this verse has the style of a formal acceptance of the covenant and its consequences.  
· Also with those who are not here today.  ESV Study Bible.  
· It refers to future generations.  
· The covenant with God is not simply for one generation, just as the Horeb covenant was also for this current generation (5:2–3).  
· Make sure there is no man or woman, clan or tribe among you today whose heart turns away from the LORD our God (v. 29:18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The repeated warning here shows the vulnerability of Israel's heart to go astray to idolatry.  
· No root among you that produces such bitter poison.  If one Israelite goes astray, the sin is regarded as contagious, infecting other Israelites (v. 19).  Hence the need to “purge the evil” from your midst (see 13:5).  
· Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is used several times in the Bible as the paradigmatic act of God's judgment (Gen. 19:24–25; see, e.g., Amos 4:11; Matt. 10:14; 2 Pet. 2:6).  
· Admah and Zeboiim. See Gen. 10:19 and 14:2, 8.  
· The secret things belong to the LORD our God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Not everything that is true of God has been revealed.  That there are secret things anticipates the need to trust, obey, and be humble before God.  What God has revealed is for the sake of obedience (see 30:11–14).  
· Discussion  
· Do you remember God’s past actions?  The part that specifically related to you?  

· Can you see and can you hear?  Can you respond to God’s calling?  
· Are there secret things today that we should just trust and obey?  Examples?  
· Wrapping Up 

· Let us accept Jesus’ sacrificing love that covers our sins, so that we can be “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9-10).  
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