Deuteronomy 18 and 19, 6/17/2011
· Opening

· When you look for a job, what are your criteria?  Salary, job security, location, opportunity to grow, benefits, or all the above?  When a pastor looks for a job, what should his criteria be?  Do you want to be a pastor then?  Why or why not?  
· Have you heard about the word “rapture”?  According to 1 Thessalonians 4:17, at the End Times the Christians of the world will be gathered together in the air to meet Jesus Christ.  Radio evangelist Harold Camping predicted September 6, 1994.  Harold Camping's revised prediction had May 21, 2011 as the date of the Rapture.  After this prediction proved inaccurate, he claimed that a non-visible "spiritual judgment" had taken place, and that the physical Rapture would occur on October 21, 2011 (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapture).  Do you believe what he said?  Should we prepare for October 21, 2011?  
· Thursday, June 16, 2011, Horoscope: Scorpio.  “Share with friends: Your dreams are more than just random firings of neurons, Scorpio.  They can indicate unresolved issues, stress, deep desires, and lost memories.  They can prove instrumental to understanding yourself and solving problems.  Keep a dream journal and you can access the power within your subconscious and all you can learn from it.  Examine your recent dreams.  See if there's something you need to recognize” (http://my.horoscope.com/astrology/free-daily-horoscope-scorpio.html).  Which month were you born?  What are your lucky numbers?  Do you believe horoscopes?  Why or why not?  
· Last time, we discussed three major Israelite festivals: the Passover, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Tabernacles.  These are days for people to remember and to rejoice.  We then saw what God said about leaders for the people of Israel, and in particular, judges and kings; and what God said about worshiping other gods and about law courts.  These were derived from the character of God.  Tonight, we will continue on this theme to see what God says about Israel leaders of priests, Levites, and prophets; and about legal matters of “cities of refuge” and “witnesses.”  Read Deuteronomy 18 and 19.  

· Offerings for Priests and Levites (18:1-8)  

· The Levitical priests.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Levitical priests are the adult males within the tribe of Levi as a whole.  

· Shall have no portion or inheritance – see 12:12.  

· The Lord is their inheritance.  This indicates the privilege of serving the Lord in the central sanctuary, with the implied blessing of perpetual nearness to the Lord's presence.  

· Share of the Levites.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Parts of the sacrifices and first fruits are for the upkeep of the Levites.  See Lev. 7:28–34 and Num. 18:9–24, where the portions for the priests are slightly different.  

· Chosen by the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Levites are chosen by the Lord, just like the central sanctuary (e.g., 12:5), the king (17:15), and Israel itself (7:6).  

· Moving to a new town.    
· Levites who minister in the country have the right to come from time to time to minister in the central sanctuary.  

· What does it mean by “comes in all earnestness to the place the Lord will choose” in v. 6?  Is it easy to follow?  

· Discussion  
· Do you want to be a Levite at the time of Moses and Joshua?  Is it easy to live by faith?  
· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· Occult Practices (18:9-13) 
· Aren’t those who believe in horoscopes, astrology and other similar things religious?  Why or why not?  
· A list of detestable practices.  ESV Study Bible.  

· A thorough list is given of people and practices seeking divine help, guidance, or revelation apart from the Lord.  

· No such practices are to be tolerated.  All are abominable.  Why?  
· Deliberately juxtaposed with this section are instructions about God's prophets (Deut. 18:15–19), the avenue for true revelation.  

· Because of these abominations the Lord your God is driving them out.  
· The destruction of the Canaanites is not an attack on an innocent people.  It is God's judgment against abominable sin (Gen. 15:16).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Same happened to the Israelites when they did such detestable things.  

· Discussion  
· What should be our attitude toward horoscopes and other similar things?  

· The Prophet (18:14-22) 

· The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow Israelites.  ESV Study Bible.  

· God promises a line of prophets who will speak to Israel on his behalf (cf. Jer. 1:7, 9, pertaining to Jeremiah's ministry).  

· Moses speaks of himself as a prophet, the instrument of communicating God's word to Israel. 
· Nations listen to magicians, etc.; Israel is to listen to God's prophet (vv. 15, 19) rather than pagan means of revelation and guidance.  

· A prophet like you.  Now God speaks of Moses as a prophet and promises a future prophet like him for Israel.  In the first century A.D., Jews expected a final prophet, whom NT writers identified as Jesus (Acts 3:22–24; 7:37).  

· Identification of false prophets.  ESV Study Bible.  

· False prophets, whether speaking in God's name or the name of other gods, are to be put to death.  

· One test of false prophecy is, if a prophet's words do not come to pass, then they are not the Lord's words.  

· However, if a prophet's words do come to pass, that does not automatically mean that person is God's prophet (see 13:1–5 and notes).
· Discussion  
· Do you believe that Jesus was the prophet that Moses talked about?  

· Are there prophets now?  

· What should we do to understand God’s will?  

· Cities of Refuge (19:1-14)

· Is it important to have a fair legal system that punishing evildoers while protecting the innocent?  How to actually carry that out?  

· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Protecting Life.  This section corresponds to the sixth commandment, “You shall not murder” (5:17).  

· Cities of Refuge.  ESV Study Bible  
· These verses complement the setting apart of cities of refuge in Transjordan (see 4:41–43) and relate to post-conquest settlement in the land (cf. 12:29).  

· The three cities of refuge are to be evenly located throughout the land to provide reasonable access.  

· Joshua 20:1–9 names these three cities as Kedesh, Shechem, and Hebron.  

· The purpose.  ESV Study Bible  
· Numbers 35:2.  They will be places of refuge from the avenger, so that anyone accused of murder may not die before they stand trial before the assembly.  
· ESV Study Bible.  The purpose of the cities of refuge is to ensure justice for a manslayer who might otherwise be vulnerable to vengeance from the avenger of blood, that is, someone from the victim's family.  

· Verse 5 gives one example of manslaughter for which this provision applies.  

· The law clearly distinguishes between manslaughter (which is unpremeditated) and murder.  The death penalty does not apply for manslaughter.
· Enlargement of Israel's land.  ESV Study Bible  
· The law anticipates the enlargement of Israel's land (see 12:20) and thus the need for further cities of refuge to ensure accessibility.  

· Moses takes every opportunity to remind the people that God's promises of land obligate Israel to obedience (19:9).  

· That these further three cities were never appointed in the OT indicates Israel's lack of obedience.  

· Innocent blood.  A manslayer is innocent of murder.  

· Murder.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Murder, unlike manslaughter, stems from hatred and is intentional.  

· For a murderer, a city of refuge is not a permitted haven.  In this case the man is handed over to the avenger of blood for capital punishment.  

· Moving the landmark.  ESV Study Bible.    
· Moving the landmark, or boundary stone, of a neighbor is tantamount to theft of land.  

· The law emphasizes keeping land in families, since inheritance rights are basic to Israel's life in the land.  

· Discussion  
· How about today’s law?  Does it provide such protection mechanisms?  See Manslaughter (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manslaughter).  
· Witnesses (19:15-21)

· Picture what happened.  
· Malicious witness.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In disputed legal cases, the issue is taken to the central sanctuary, before the Lord (17:8–9).  Careful questioning is required to determine if a witness is malicious and false.  

· Giving false testimony breaks the ninth commandment (5:20) and damages the community.  

· Purge the evil.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Proper justice and punishment acts as a deterrent for the people.  
· Life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This expression expands the idea that the punishment for the false witness is to be the same as would have been imposed on the accused and makes punishment proportionate to the crime.  

· Leviticus 24:17-22.  “‘Anyone who takes the life of a human being is to be put to death.  Anyone who takes the life of someone’s animal must make restitution—life for life.  Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be injured in the same manner:  fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth.  The one who has inflicted the injury must suffer the same injury.  Whoever kills an animal must make restitution, but whoever kills a human being is to be put to death.  You are to have the same law for the foreigner and the native-born.  I am the Lord your God.’”  

· Discussion  
· What did Jesus say about eye for eye, tooth for tooth?  

· Matthew (5:38-47).  “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven.  He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others?  Do not even pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

· Wrapping Up 

· Hope that we can live a life under the salvation through the blood of Jesus the Christ, and with faith in the Lord.  
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