Deuteronomy 20 and 21, 6/24/2011
· Opening

· Do you remember how you prepared your journey to come to UConn the first time?  How did you face the unknowns and the uncertainties?  

· Are we in a peace time or in a war time?  Why do people go to war?  

· If you were leading a military force going to war, how would you prepare your soldiers?  Would you release some of them who just got engaged?  Who just bought a house?  Would you know if you would win or not?  What would you do to the POWs, civilians and properties of captured cities?  

· Last time, we discussed what God said about Israel leaders of priests, Levites, and prophets; and about legal matters of Cities of Refuge and witnesses.  Tonight, we shall discuss a somewhat controversial issue of going to war, and how to treat POWs, civilians and properties of captured cities.  We will also talk about a few laws concerning the fifth commandment (honor your parents), the sixth commandment (do not murder), the seventh commandment (do not commit adultery).  Let us see what God said about them, and see what we should do in today’s society.  Read Deuteronomy 20 and 21.  

· Whereas the OT usually describes war through narrative, this chapter legislates what ought to happen in warfare.  This law (vv. 1-20) limits the conduct of warfare and occurs in a section that could be headed “You shall not murder,” devoted to ensuring no unnecessary loss of life.  The concern is to minimize casualties in war.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Going to War (20:1-9)  

· Picture what happened.  

· Do not be afraid of them.  

· The reason for not fearing is the presence of God.  The enemy's strength highlights God's greater power in defeating them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How do we know the presence of God?  During American Civil War, both sides prayed God to be on their side.  Finally which side won?  Why?  

· Exemption from military service.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Exemption from military service is extended to three groups of people.  The priority is on enjoying the blessings from God in housing, crops, and marriage.  

· The exemptions show that Israel did not need to depend on every last man fighting and that warfare was not to be an end in itself but a means to a greater end.  Those who fight serve the interests of the whole community.

· See the parallel covenant curses in 28:30.  

· A fourth exemption is extended to any who are fearful and fainthearted.  Psychologically, fearfulness could be contagious throughout the army.  More significantly, fear is disobedience and God does not allow such disobedient warriors to fight.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Treating Enemy Cities (20:10-20) 
· Picture what happened.  

· The law distinguishes between enemy cities outside the boundaries of the Promised Land (vv. 10–15) and those within the boundaries (vv. 16–18).  

· Cities outside the boundaries of the Promised Land.  
· See 21:10-14 on marrying a captive woman.  

· Cities within the boundaries of the Promised Land.  
· To devote these cities to complete destruction acknowledges that God is the victor and that to him belong the spoils of war; it also is a precursor of final judgment.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Cohabiting in the Promised Land with pagan nations makes Israel vulnerable to fall into their abominable practices, referring to idolatry as well as immorality.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Protecting fruit trees.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The law of protection of fruit trees acknowledges that Israel is to inherit trees that it did not plant (see 6:11).  This law also puts a brake on human shortsightedness: the ultimate end of the land is to be a fruitful garden for God's people to enjoy.  

· Discussion  
· What do you think of the above?  
· These laws on warfare (esp. vv. 16–18) create an ethical dilemma for Christians.  But two things should be considered:  

· The limits and restraint of these laws (ESV Study Bible); and
· Their context in securing the Promised Land (ESV Study Bible).  
· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  
· In the NT, the Christian inheritance is a heavenly land, not an earthly one, and the language of warfare is used spiritually.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The fights include against our old selves.  
· Examples?  

· Atonement for an Unsolved Murder (21:1-9) 

· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This section corresponds to the sixth commandment, “You shall not murder.”  
· These laws are given to keep the Promised Land free from desecration.  

· Break the heifer's neck.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This animal is not burned, as in the usual sacrifices.  However, its death is a sacrifice to atone for sin committed by an unknown person.   

· Discussion  
· Would the above seem reasonable at Moses’ time?  
· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· Who washed his hands in the New Testament and declared that he was innocent of shedding the blood of whom?  

· Marrying a Captive Woman (21:10-14)

· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This law must apply for conquests of cities far away; otherwise the women would have been destroyed.  

· It ends the discussion of topics under the heading “you shall not murder” and introduces the section on “you shall not commit adultery.”  

· Shave her head, trim her nails, and put aside the clothes.  ESV Study Bible.  
· These actions indicate a departure from her former life, no doubt including its religious practices.  
· Discussion  
· How does God view having a sexual relationship?  Seriously?  

· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  

· Deut. 21:15–23:14.  Protecting Sexual Morality.  Many of the laws in this section address protecting the sexual integrity of God's people, corresponding to the seventh commandment, “You shall not commit adultery.”  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Right of the Firstborn (21:15-17)

· Picture what happened.  
· This law presupposes the practice of polygamy but does not condone it.  
· The ethical ideal for marriage comes from Gen. 2:24; the law protects the community by setting a minimum standard of behavior that preserves civility.  
· The firstborn son from an unloved wife.  
· The law protects the rights of the firstborn even if he is the son of the unloved wife.  

· The OT, in line with ancient Near Eastern practice, gave a double share of inheritance to the oldest son.  

· Discussion  
· Will a person have this difficulty if he has only one wife?

· What happens in a person has only one wife, but the firstborn son is a drunkard?  This may not be the focus of our study here.  

· A Rebellious Son (21:18-21)

· Picture what happened.  
· Breaking the fifth commandment (honor your parents) attracted the death penalty.  

· Notice that the parents take the initiative in this penalty.  

· Discussion  
· Is it easy to educate our sons and daughters, especially if both father and mother are full-time working?  

· What are the implications of the above in today’s society?  Educate a child when he/she is young.  
· Body hanging on the pole (21:22-23)

· Picture what happened.  

· Exposing a dead body hanging on a tree.  
· This law restricts the exposure of a dead criminal hanging on a tree, hence the concern to bury Jesus immediately after his death.  ESV Study Bible.  

· “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.”  He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.”  Galatians 3:13-14.  Wow!  
· Wrapping Up 

· Some of the laws, especially those on warfare, are difficult for us to comprehend.  Pray that God give us wisdom and spiritual insights to understand them, to live them out in today’s environment, and to educate others.  
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