Deuteronomy 26 and 27, 7/22/2011
· Opening

· Suppose that you were the CEO of a company.  What would you say to the new hires?  

· When you want your children, students, or employees to follow certain code or conduct, e.g., don’t cheat, how would you do it?  What would be an effective way?  

· How would/did you spend your first paycheck?  Why?  

· At Church or Bible study, shall we offer?  How much?  Why?  

· Last time, we discussed various laws, focusing on marriage and social support among the Israelites.  These laws seem reasonable.  Amazingly, Jewish religious leaders used some of these laws to challenge Jesus.  Remember what those are?  How did Jesus answer their questions?  Tonight, we shall conclude Moses’ second speech.  Guess how?  Return to the relationship with God – firstfruits and tithes.  Many times he referred back to God’s promises to their ancestors, and the Promised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  The highlight is how God would like to relate to his people.  Can you imagine what that is?  Chapter 27 then starts Moses’ third and the last speech where he looked ahead to a covenant ceremony upon arrival in the land.  Can you imagine that?  Read Deuteronomy 26 and 27.  

· Firstfruits and Tithes (26:1-15)  

· Picture what happened.  

· The final section of specific laws deals with the offering of firstfruits and tithes in the land.  This is a fitting conclusion, as it focuses on responding to God's gracious gift of the land, a key theme in the book. As God gives the land, so Israel is to give back to him in response.  ESV Studying Bible.  
· First of all the fruit.  

· This law commands a regular offering of firstfruits of the harvest, season by season.  It acknowledges the goodness of the land promised by God and his faithfulness in keeping his promise (v. 3).  ESV Study Bible.  

· A historical perspective.  ESV Study Bible.  
· These verses (5-10) are often regarded as an early Israelite creed, liturgically recounting God's faithfulness to his promises as the grounds of thanksgiving.  
· Aramean.  This refers to Jacob, who married the daughters of his uncle Laban, an Aramean (Gen. 28:5).  
· Down into Egypt.  See Ex. 1:1–7.  
· Signs and wonders.  The plagues of Egypt (Ex. 7:14–12:32).  
· The Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The landless are included in the celebrations of the land (see 12:12).  
· In the third year.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The year of tithing.  See 14:28–29.  

· The three disclaimers.  ESV Study Bible.  

· These disclaimers underscore the worshiper's claim to have been fully obedient.  
· Offered any of it to the dead.  This is a pagan practice.  
· Discussion  
· Can you count your blessings following vv. 5-10?  

· How would/did you spend your first paycheck?  Why?  

· How would/did you spend your every paycheck?  Why?  
· Follow the Lord’s Commands (26:16-19)  
· Picture what happened.  
· How would God like to relate to his people?  
· Amazing, isn’t it?  

· Discussion  
· How would people like to relate to God, at Moses’ time?  Now?  

· How would you like to relate to God?  

· The Altar on Mount Ebal (27:1-8)

· Moses' Third Speech: Blessings and Curses.  ESV Study Bible.  
· A new section begins here, the laws having been completed.  Along with 11:26–32, this passage brackets the laws of chs. 12–26.  Ancient covenant treaties had sections of blessings (the consequences of keeping the treaty stipulations) and curses (the consequences of not keeping the covenant stipulations).  Chapter 27 details a ceremony and the fact of curses for lawbreakers.  Chapter 28 details the content of the blessings and curses.  
· A covenant ceremony.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Moses looks ahead to a covenant ceremony upon arrival in the land.  Significantly, this ceremony is conducted at Shechem, the place where God first made the promise of land to Abram (Gen. 12:6–7).  
· “Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.  The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him.”  
· Amazing, isn’t it?  
· Coat them with plaster.  ESV Study Bible.  
· White plaster provides a backdrop against which the writing may be seen clearly and distinctly.  
· Write on them all the words of this law.  The writing of the law is in addition to the permanent written record (31:24–26).  
· Mount Ebal.  ESV Study Bible.    
· Mount Ebal is on the north side of Shechem.  This ceremony occurs on the mountain of curse (see v. 13) to show that the law functions as a witness against Israel because of its inevitable sin.  
· Do not use any iron tool on them.  Israel's altars were to be of unhewn stone (Ex. 20:25).  
· Excavations at Mount Ebal have uncovered a worship site with a large altar (30 x 23 feet/9.1 x 7 m) constructed of unhewn stones, accessed by a gently sloping ramp.  The pottery dates to the Israelite settlement (cf. Josh. 8:30–32).  This perhaps is the altar that Joshua built or is built on top of Joshua's altar.  
· http://www.keyway.ca/htm2000/20000327.htm
· Burnt offerings.  ESV Study Bible.    
· Burnt offerings were the basic sacrifices dealing with sin (Leviticus 1).  The law written on the plastered stones exposes Israel's sin, so that burnt offerings are required. 
· After their sins are atoned for, fellowship offerings celebrate fellowship with God (Leviticus 3).  
· Discussion  
· What do people in China tend to do when moving into a new house?  

· Can you feel the sensation at that time?  

· How about now when we are getting close to move to the new dwelling with God?  

· Curses From Mount Ebal (27:9-26)  

· Picture what happened.  

· You have now become the people of the Lord your God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The covenant relationship is being renewed rather than initiated.  The covenant of Horeb is renewed at Moab through the words of Deuteronomy, especially chs. 29–30.  Then, after the conquest, it will be renewed at Shechem (Joshua 24).  
· Mount Gerizim.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Mount Gerizim is to the south side of Shechem.  Shechem being on the shoulder of the two mountains, Gerizim and Ebal.  These verses describe a ceremony in which Israel hears blessings and curses concerning the law.  In this chapter, however, there are only curses read by the Levites (cf. ch. 28). See Josh. 8:30–35 for the carrying out of these instructions.  
· The 12 sons of Jacob.  Genesis 35:23-26

· The sons of Leah: Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun.  
· The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.  
· The sons of Rachel’s servant Bilhah: Dan and Naphtali.  
· The sons of Leah’s servant Zilpah: Gad and Asher.  
· The 12 curses.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This list of 12 curses lifts the level of punishment for disobedience to the law from human to divine jurisdiction.  
· The theme of secrecy (27:24) shows that even if a person's crime may be undetected, that person remains under God's curse.  
· “Amen.”  All the people express their acceptance of the justice and judgment of God.  
· This list of 12 curses is not comprehensive; it is a sample of the law, not a summary of it.  
· Discussion  
· Would this ceremony spectacular?  

· What is the baptism ceremony now?  Are there similarities?  

· Wrapping Up 

· Are you looking forward to the day of getting married?  Are you looking forward to the day of moving to your new house?  Are you looking forward to the day of Jesus’ second coming?   How should we get ready for them?  How should we serve Him and how should we serve others?  
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