Deuteronomy 12 and 11, 5/20/2011
· Opening

· There are many laws and regulations in any society.  What are the most important ones at UConn?  Why?  The most important ones in the US?  Why?  What are the most important ones in the Bible?  Why?  

· Based on a survey conducted a few years ago, Storrs is the safest city in all the United States against natural disasters.  Do you know that?  Obviously, Storrs is not the most important city in Connecticut.  What is the most important city in Connecticut?  Why?  What is the most important city in the US?  Why?  In the world?  Why?  

· What is the first commandment in the Ten Commandments?  What does it mean by “You shall have no other gods before me”?  How to carry it out at Moses’ time?  How to view this in today’s society?  
· Last Friday we briefly talked about the second set of the stone tablets.  We then saw how Moses exhorted the Israelites to get their hearts right after focusing on the key commandments and repeatedly expressing concern at Israel's record of failure and its heart of fear and pride.  
· Tonight, we will start looking at Moses' Second Speech on specific covenant stipulations.  Following the general stipulations of Chapters 5–11, the commands and laws now become more specific.  Chapter 12 deals with proper worship, expanding the understanding of the first commandment about having no other gods, and Chapter 13 provides three specific scenarios.  (ESV Study Bible.)  Want to find out more?  Read Deuteronomy 12 and 13.  
· The Lord's Chosen Place of Worship (12:1-28)  

· Picture what happened.  

· Destroy all the places where the nations … served their gods..  ESV Study Bible.  
· The places that are to be destroyed are the worship centers.  Canaanite religion, focused on fertility, set up its shrines on mountains and hills and under significant trees.  

· Asherim: Wooden poles adorned with female fertility symbols.  

· The place to put his Name for his dwelling.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The place.  It is a single “place,” in contrast to “places” in v. 2.  This place is unnamed, though centuries later it was clearly identified with Jerusalem.  Until then, the “place” was where the tabernacle resided, which for much of that time was Shiloh.  

· Put his name and make his habitation anticipates the realized presence of God, though God is not limited to such a place.  

· Shall eat and shall rejoice.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The “peace offering” sacrifices were not totally burned up on the altar.  Part of the animal was to be eaten by the offerer, the offerer's household, and the priests.  

· Before the Lord your God.  That is, in his presence, where his name dwells.  
· Rejoice.  Unlike other ancient religions, which attempted to win the gods' favor or to appease them, Israelite worship was marked by rejoicing in response to grace and blessing.  

· Levites.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Levites were scattered in various towns to serve each of the other tribes.  They owned no land and relied on the offerings and sacrifices for their survival. 
· Worship was to be corporate and caring.  

· Eat as much of the meat as you want.  ESV Study Bible.  

· You may slaughter and eat meat within any of your towns.  Possibly up to this point, any meat eaten was sacrificial.  Now, partly because of the distances that people would be from the central place for sacrifice, provision is made for non-sacrificial eating of meat.  

· As much as you desire.  On abundance in the land.  

· Unclean and the clean.  This is a ceremonial distinction, not a moral one.  Leviticus 12–15 defines certain people as unclean and therefore forbidden to eat sacrificial meat, but this did not apply to meat from non-sacrificial animals.  

· You must not eat the blood.  See Gen. 9:4 and Lev. 3:17.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The blood is the life (Deut. 12:23–24) and is divinely earmarked for atonement for sin (Lev. 17:10–12).  

· You must not worship the Lord your God in their way.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Canaanite worship is not only wrong, it is accompanied by abominable moral practices (see 7:25), not the least of which is child sacrifice.  
· Discussion  

· Where shall we worship God?  In Jerusalem?  At home?  How shall we worship God?  
· John 4:21-24.  “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”  
· Can we eat blood?  

· Acts 15:1-2.  Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.”  This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them.  So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question.  
· Acts 15:19-21.  “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.  Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood.  For the law of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”  
· Worshiping Other Gods, Three Scenarios  (13:1-18) 
· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Three scenarios (vv. 1–5, 6–11, 12–18) are addressed in which people are encouraged to worship other gods.  
· Much of OT law is “case law,” supposing a particular situation and its right response.  Here, each situation is introduced with if (vv. 6, 12).  

· Prophet or a dreamer of dreams.  Both would lay claim to divine revelatory authority.  

· Scenario 1.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Two things must occur in this scenario.  First, the sign or wonder that he tells you comes to pass.  A miracle or sign in itself is not, however, proof of God's direction since these can be performed other than under God's power.  But a word that did not come to pass was a clear indication that the Lord did not give it and that its speaker was not the Lord's spokesman.  The second condition is that the oracle-monger says, Let us go after other gods.  This theological test is essential.  
· For the Lord your God is testing you.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Lord is testing faithfulness to himself by allowing false prophets to appear among his people.  The warning is that fulfilled signs and wonders can be deceptive, and when accompanied by false teaching, they are not from the Lord.  

· For the Lord your God is testing you.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Israel must not only refuse to listen to the prophet or dreamer, they must put that person to death.  He has broken the first commandment, a breach made clearer by the phrase who brought you out of the land of Egypt.  Even though the prophet or dreamer of dreams is used by God to test Israel, that person is not innocent.  

· Purge the evil from your midst.  Just as Israel is to destroy all pagans from the land, so are they to purge any apostate Israelites, like they would a contagious infection.  

· Capital punishment therefore is not only retributive but also protective of the community.  
· Scenario 2.  ESV Study Bible.  

· In this second scenario, the stakes are higher in that the rebellious person may be a relative, spouse, or your friend who is as your own soul.  Allegiance to the Lord is to take priority even over such close and beloved personal relations (cf. Luke 14:26–33).  
· Luke 14:26–27.  Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said:  “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.  And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  

· What to do with them?  ESV Study Bible.  

· The command you shall not yield to him suggests strong pressure being exerted by the person inviting to apostasy.  

· Nor shall your eye pity him.  Cf. 7:2, where Israel is to show no mercy to Canaanite pagans; this treacherous Israelite is to be treated the same way.  
· Nor shall you conceal him.  Loving the Lord with all one's heart and soul precludes protecting such a loved one.  

· Scenario 3.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The first two scenarios above assume a lack of success in the attempts to lead Israelites astray.  The third scenario is when certain worthless fellows have succeeded in drawing inhabitants of their city away from the Lord.  

· The hearsay of v. 12 must be checked carefully to ensure it is true and certain, not mere rumor.  

· What to do with them?  ESV Study Bible.  

· Not only the instigator but the whole city must be treated as if it were a Canaanite city within the land, for the city allowed the “worthless fellows” to continue leading people astray.  

· Devoting it to destruction.  The city is also to be burned, which in the land-conquest happened only to Hazor (Josh. 11:13).  This law was carried out in the case of Gibeah's rebellion (Judg. 20:37–40).  

· Israel was not to keep any of the spoil for themselves.  
· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the above on us today?  Why the differences?  
· 1st Corinthians 7:14.  For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband.  Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy."  

· As believers we (or be more precisely what inside us) have the influence in transforming others (which is more powerful than Israelites).  Therefore, we are not to destroy the ungodly but to win their souls for Christ.  

· Wrapping Up 

· “You shall have no other gods before me.”  How to view this and carry it out in today’s society?  To love the Lord and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul – because He love us first.  
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