Deuteronomy 32, 33 and 34, 8/19/2011
· Opening

· Have you heard about the song “A, B, C”?  Do you know how to sing it?  What is the purpose of this song?  Do you know other songs of similar purposes?  

· Have you heard about “the Song of Moses”?  What would Moses say to the Israelites right before his death?  Do you know how to sing the song?  FYI, a modern version is available at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyZuOi37oGY
· If you enthusiastically planned to visit a place but at the last minute you could only look at it from the outside and could not get into it, how would you feel?  

· Moses was called by God to bring the Israelites out of Egypt to the land of Cannon, a place flowing with milk and honey.  Did he ever get into that land?  Why or why not?  Was the penalty too heavy?  How did Moses feel?  Why?  

· Last time, we studied Deuteronomy Chapters 30 and 31.  Chapter 30 is the end of Moses' third speech, and is the climax of the preaching of Deuteronomy, urging Israelites to accept the covenant.  Chapter 31 then talks about the commissioning of Joshua, Moses’ successor.  
· Tonight is our last session on Deuteronomy.  Chapter 32 is the song of Moses, and its purpose was to act as a witness against Israel.  Why?  In Chapter 33, Moses blessed Israel before his death, like a patriarch.  How?  Chapter 34 then describes the death of Moses.  Who wrote that chapter if people say that Moses wrote the book of Deuteronomy?  These chapters are long, and we shall discuss the key points only.  Read Chapter 32.  
· The Song of Moses (32:1-43)  

· Picture what happened.  
· 32:1-4.  Moses praised God.  
· 32:5-6.  Moses talked about the Israelite people.  
· “Your father” is rare in the OT.  However, the notion of God as father of his people is not new in the NT.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 32:7-9.  Remembering the days of old – How God gave the nations their inheritance.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Gave to the nations their inheritance.  For example, Edom, Moab, and Ammon in 2:1–23, as well as Israel throughout the book.  

· According to the number of the sons of “God” (following Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint) may suggest that certain angels (“sons of God”; see Job 1:6) are responsible for specific nations, whereas the Lord himself cares for Israel.  
· The Lord's portion.  A term of special affection.  

· 32:10-14.  God’s caring of Jacob.  ESV Study Bible.  

· 32:15–18.  People corrupted.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jeshurun means the upright one, a poetic name for Israel used sarcastically here.  
· Jealousy with strange gods.  As throughout Deuteronomy, idolatry is the key sin of and threat to Israel.  God, the Rock, has redeemed and provided for Israel, whereas idols or false gods have no real existence or track record.  

· 32:19-27.  The Lord rejected his people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In Rom. 10:19 Paul quotes from this verse to show that Israel will need a remedy for their unbelief regarding Jesus (in Rom. 11:11, 14, Gentile faith is the remedy).  
· 32:28-33.  Israel’s suffering was caused by God’s giving them up.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Israel's Rock is God; the rock of the enemies refers to the so-called gods of other nations.  Their gods are impotent and nothing, hence the enemies are by themselves.  Therefore any victory over Israel must be attributed to God's giving up Israel into their hands.  
· 32:34-42.  The Lord would vindicate his people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Vengeance is mine, and recompense.  Romans 12:19 and Heb. 10:30 quote the Septuagint (Gk. OT) version, “and I will repay.”  

· For the Lord will vindicate his people.  Beyond defeat and exile, God will restore his people (Deut. 30:1–3).  
· 32:43.  Rejoice!  ESV Study Bible.  
· ESV fellows the Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint variants: “Rejoice with him, O heavens; bow down to him, all gods, for he avenges the blood of his children and takes vengeance on his adversaries.  He repays those who hate him and cleanses his people's land.”  

· The verse brings the song to a triumphant conclusion affirming that, despite Israel's sin and exile, God will ultimately restore them.  

· The quotation from this verse in Rom. 15:10 uses a phrase found only in the Septuagint, “Rejoice O Gentiles, with his people,” to convey the expectation that God would one day bring the light to the entire Gentile world.”  

· Discussion  

· The Song of Moses acts as a witness against Israel.  Can you see that?  
· What are the implications to us today?  
· Moses to Die on Mount Nebo (32:48-52)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Why couldn’t Moses get into the Promised Land?  “You broke faith with me.”  
· Num. 20:7–13.  7 The LORD said to Moses, 8 “Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together.  Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water.  You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink.”   9 So Moses took the staff from the Lord’s presence, just as he commanded him. 10 He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, “Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?” 11 Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff.  Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank.  12 But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.”  13 These were the waters of Meribah, where the Israelites quarreled with the Lord and where he was proved holy among them.  
· Discussion  
· Moses could not get into the Promised Land.  Was the punishment too severe?  
· Moses Blesses the Tribes (33:1-29)

· Picture what happened.  

· The Blessing of Moses.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Like a patriarch, Moses blesses Israel before his death.  Cf. Jacob blessing his sons (Gen. 49:3–27).  

· Deut. 33:1 Man of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This shows the high esteem in which Moses was held.  The term is most frequently used in the OT of Elijah and Elisha.  

· Deut. 33:2-5.  Moses’ blessing started by praising God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Sinai (in Deuteronomy, usually called Horeb) was the mountain of God, where he appeared.  

· Seir is another name for Edom, in whose territory Sinai was situated.  

· Mount Paran was in the same vicinity (Deut. 1:1–2).  

· Holy ones.  Angels or heavenly beings.  

· Deut. 33:8-11.  The blessings of Levi.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Thummim and Urim were possibly two flat stones, like two-sided dice, used to determine guidance (see Ex. 28:30).  

· Massah.  See Ex. 17:7.  

· The blessing of Levi acknowledges the tribe's uprightness in the golden calf incident (Ex. 32:26–29).  
· The two main roles of the priestly tribe of Levi were to teach the law and to oversee the sacrificial system.  
· There is no mention of Simeon in the list of tribes, perhaps because the tribe was going to be dispersed (Gen. 49:7) and absorbed by Judah.  The blessings are bracketed by statements praising God's uniqueness (Deut. 33:1–5, 26–29).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· What blessings would you expect from your parents?  
· How would you bless your children?    
· The Death of Moses (34:1-12)

· Picture what happened.  

· Moses dies and is buried on Mount Nebo, overlooking the Promised Land.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Who wrote that chapter if people say that Moses wrote the book of Deuteronomy?  
· Deut. 34:1-4.  Moses climbed Mount Nebo and the Lord spoke to him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The land of which I swore.  See 1:7–8. Deuteronomy begins and ends with the theme of the land promised by God.  

· Deut. 34:5-8.  The death of Moses.  ESV Study Bible.  
· He buried him.  Unlike Joseph, whose remains were eventually buried in the land (Josh. 24:32), Moses is buried (by God himself) outside the land.  

· Why?  

· Deut. 34:9-12.  Joshua succeed Moses as the leader.  ESV Study Bible.  
· There has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses.  See 18:15–19 for the expectation that God will raise up a prophet like Moses.  Ultimately Jesus fulfills this prophecy.  

· Discussion  
· If you were Moses, how would you feel for not being able to get into the Promised Land?  
· Are there things that you really want to complete but could not?  How would you feel about them after learning what happened to Moses, the Man of God?  

· Wrapping Up 

· What have you learned from Deuteronomy?  How is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?  How is the God of Moses?  How is our God?  
· Look at the world today.  Who is in control?  How should we behave?  Would the words of God, including the book of Deuteronomy, still be valuable?  What is wisdom?  
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