Deuteronomy 16 and 17, 6/10/2011
· Opening

· Do you know what Chinese festival was last Monday?  The Dragon Boat Festival端午节.  Did you eat rice dumplings粽子?  Do you like them?  
· What are your favorite Chinese festivals?  What do you do and why?  Do you need to go home or go to Beijing each time?  How about American festivals?  What do you do and why?  Do you need to go home or go to Washington D.C. each time?  Have these festivals been commercialized?  How should they be observed?  
· When a cancer patient is going through a surgical operation to remove cancer cells, would the doctor try to remove as much cancer cells as possible?  Why or why not?  
· Is it easy to be a judge?  A good judge?  What is a good judge?  A good king?  A good boss?  
· Last time, we discussed clean and unclean food and tithes in Chapter 14, and the year for canceling debts and freeing servants in Chapter 15.  Two very intriguing chapters.  Tonight, we shall look at three major Israelite festivals: the Passover, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Tabernacles.  We shall then see what God says about judges, what to do with people who worship other gods, and how to handle difficult law cases.  Finally, we shall see what God says about kings.  Read Deuteronomy 16 and 17.  
· The Passover (16:1-8)  

· This section deals with the three main Israelite feasts (see Ex. 23:14–17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· If Deuteronomy's detailed laws are arranged in the order of the Ten Commandments, this section corresponds to the Sabbath law in Deut. 5:12 (cf. Lev. 23:3 for the Sabbath as the weekly day of public worship).  

· All the feasts occur at the central place, a point repeatedly made in Deuteronomy 16.  For those who lived outside of Jerusalem, attendance at the feasts entailed several days of pilgrimage.  

· The Passover.  ESV Study Bible.  
· See Ex. 12:2–39; 34:18–25; Lev. 23:4–8; Num. 28:16–25.  

· Aviv.  The first month (Ex. 12:2; Lev. 23:5), corresponding to March/April.  
· Discussion  
· Do Jewish people observe the Passover now?  

· How about Christians?  

· John 13:1.  It was just before the Passover Festival.  Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  

· John 19:31.  Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath.  Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.  

· 1 Cor. 5:7–8.  Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  
· The Festival of Weeks (16:9-12) 
· The Feast of Weeks.  ESV Study Bible.  

· See Lev. 23:15–22; Num. 28:26–31.  

· It is called the Feast of Harvest in Ex. 23:16.  “Celebrate the Feast of Harvest with the first fruits of the crops you sow in your field.”  

· The seven weeks are counted from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain, thus marking the end of the grain harvest.  

· The Greek name for this festival is Pentecost, meaning 50 days, counting inclusively, or seven weeks.  

· A freewill offering is an expression of thankfulness for the blessing of harvest.  

· This festival commemorates the anniversary of the day God gave the Torah to the entire Israelite nation assembled at Mount Sinai, although the association between the giving of the Torah and this festival is not explicit in the Biblical text.  Wikipedia.  

· Discussion  
· Do Jewish people observe the Passover now?  Yes.  

· Do Christians observe this festival now?  Why or why not?  

· The Festival of Tabernacles  (the Feast of Booths) (16:10-17) 

· The Feast of Booths or Tabernacles.  ESV Study Bible.  

· See Lev. 23:33–43; Num. 29:12–40.  

· It is called the Feast of Ingathering in Ex. 23:16 and 34:22.  

· Occurring in September/October, it focuses on the harvest of summer fruits such as dates, grapes, and olives.  

· This is the feast in which the law was to be read every seventh year (Deut. 31:9–13).  

· This feast is first mentioned in the scriptures at Sinai with the giving of the Law in Exodus 23:14-16 as the Feast of Ingathering.  It was to be celebrated after they entered the land at the end of the year after gathering in the fruits of their labors from the field, as one of the three times in the year which all males were to come and appear before Yahweh God to worship Him.  
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Hebrew_Roots/Holy_Days/Tabernacles/Tabernacles/History_of_the_Feast.  
· Discussion  
· Do Jewish people observe the Passover now?  Yes.  

· Do Christians observe this festival now?  Why or why not?  

· Judges  (16:18-20)

· Overview of Deut. 16:18–18:22.  
· These laws mainly concern various leaders for the people of Israel: judges, priests, kings, and prophets.  
· As in the New Testament, all leaders of God's people are under the authority of God's word.  Leaders, like parents, exercise God's authority toward those under them, so again the sequence of the Ten Commandments is observable, as this section reflects the fifth commandment, “Honor your father and your mother.”  
· Picture what happened.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do not pervert justice or show partiality.  Do not accept a bribe.  

· Justice derives from the character of God.  

· Discussion  
· Do you agree what are stated in 16:18-20?  

· What are the implications on us today?  Grading fairly, ..
· Worshiping Other Gods  (16:21-17:7)

· Picture what happened.  
· You must investigate it thoroughly.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In 13:12–18, the city has been enticed to idolatry; here, it is a person.  In 13:15 the city is put to the sword; here the person is stoned.  
· Because idolatry breaks the first commandment, it is a capital offense.  

· Out to your gates.  Capital punishment, as in the case of Jesus' crucifixion, was usually outside the walls or camp.  
· On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The standard biblical requirement to find someone guilty of a capital offense is two witnesses (Num. 35:30).  
· In the case of one witness, the situation becomes one person's word against another and thus no conviction can be made.  

· Insisting that the hand of the witnesses shall be first to stone the guilty helps prevent false witness and adds seriousness to their testimony.  

· Discussion  
· Would the penalty of stoning to death be too strong for such a crime at that time?  How about now?  Why the differences?  Are there places in the world today still use such kind of punishment?  

· Now looking back at the ninth commandment – “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”  Do you now understand the seriousness of giving false testimony?  

· Law Courts  (17:8-13)

· Picture what happened.  
· Law courts.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Straightforward judicial cases are dealt with in local courts.  The difficult cases are to be taken to the central sanctuary.  

· The place that the Lord your God will choose indicates the integration of worship with justice, deriving from the character of God as just and implying that ultimately God himself is the judge.  

· Is the above idea consistent with the governing principles of the US?  Why or why not?  Which one is a better system?  
· You must act according to the decisions they give you.  ESV Study Bible.  

· These verses are the emphasis of this section.  The decision of the central sanctuary court is final.  

· This is again different from the current practice in the States.  Why the differences?  

· That man shall die.  ESV Study Bible.  
· To ignore or pervert justice is a capital offense, for it is a rejection of God's justice and rule.  

· The King  (17:14-20)

· Picture what happened.  
· I will set a king over me, like all the nations.  ESV Study Bible.  
· See 1 Sam. 8:5, 20.  Even though it will be several centuries before Israel has a king, Deuteronomy provides legislation for that eventuality, in language that suggests time elapsing: you possess it and dwell in it and then say.  
· Kings descended from Abraham were anticipated in Gen. 17:6.  
· Whom the Lord your God will choose.  To counter the people's request to have a king like the nations, God insists that their king will be his choice.  Yet God seems to allow the people some role in setting up a king.  
· The king must not .. 
· The warnings about too many horses and wives and too much wealth—which reflect the standard prerogatives of ancient kings in military, personal, and economic spheres—are precisely the pitfalls of Solomon (1 Kings 4:26; 10:14; 11:3–4).  

· Here God is warning that governmental leaders will constantly face the temptation to abuse their power for the sake of personal gain, which is contrary to his will.  

· Since Egypt was the place of slavery from which the Lord had just rescued Israel, it was prohibited for Israel to return to Egypt for help (e.g., Isa. 31:1).  

· A copy of this law.  ESV Study Bible.   
· This refers probably to chapters 1–30.  

· Even the king is to be under the authority of God's word or law (see Josh. 1:7–9).  

· Reading and obeying the word of God trains people to fear the Lord.  

· Discussion  
· Is it true that leaders are prone to many temptations as illustrated above?  Can you give a few examples?  John Edward, many presidents in Asian countries.  

· How about ourselves?  What are our weaknesses?  

· Wrapping Up 

· For the next Christmas and Easter, will you celebrate them differently as what you did in the past?    

· Trust that no one here wants to go back to the old kingdom system.  What are good and what are bad for that system?  How about democracy?  What kind of government system is good for now and in the future?  
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