Deuteronomy 1, 3/4/11
· Opening

· How long would it take for you to travel from Storrs to DC (364 miles), by car and on foot?  How about from Cairo to Jerusalem (264 miles)?  How long did it take for Moses to lead the Israelites from Egypt to the land that the Lord promised to their forefathers?  Forty years.  Why?  What happened during that period of time?  
· What are the criteria to be a good CEO for a company?  A good Governor for Connecticut?  A good President for UConn?  A good leader for a church or for a Bible study group?  

· We just finished the Book of Mark, where Jesus highlighted the differences between how the Pharisees observed the law and the spirit of the law.  What are the key differences?  Do you want to learn more about the law itself?  We shall next study the Book of Deuteronomy - a book of the Bible that repeats the Ten Commandments and records much of Mosaic Law.  It is the last book of Torah, the five books written by Moses.  Read Deuteronomy 1.  
· Introduction to Deuteronomy  

· About the book.  

· The book contains Moses’ last three sermons and two prophetic poems about Israel's future given in the plains of Moab at the end of the 40-year wilderness period and immediately preceding the conquest under Joshua.  Reflecting on the nation's past mistakes, he urges the people not to repeat those mistakes when entering the Promised Land, but to faithful obey the covenant laws of Sinai given 40 years previously.  Israel's entry fulfills the promises made to the patriarchs, but if the people fall into idolatry or fail to keep the law, they will be exiled.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The circumstance of the sermon carries added significance because of Israel's failure, a generation earlier, to conquer the land starting at Kadesh-barnea on the southern border of Canaan (see 1:19–46).  Now that they are back at the eastern border of the Promised Land, Deuteronomy seeks to ensure that such failure does not recur.  The rhetorical style of the sermon motivates obedience by constantly reassuring them of God's faithfulness and his power to keep his promise of land.  This faithfulness of God remains despite Israel's persistent sin, detailed at length (e.g., 1:19–46; 9:1–29).  Thus Deuteronomy demonstrates that God's faithfulness results in mercy to his sinful people, for the sake of his promises to Abraham.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The theology of Deuteronomy is focused on convincing Israel to trust and obey, and to conquer the land.  The uniqueness and incomparability of God is clearly argued (e.g., ch. 4).  His power over other nations and armies is evident (e.g., 2:1–23).  His grace and faithfulness are also stressed, with frequent reminders that the land is sworn by him on oath and is undeserved (9:4–6) and full of good things (e.g., 6:10–12).  ESV Study Bible.  

· The large central section of Deuteronomy (12:1–26:19) recites the law, consistently urging Israel to keep it.  The law is wide-ranging, incorporating all areas of life – economics, family and sexual relationships, religious observance, leadership, justice, guidance, food, property, and warfare.  To some extent, the detail of the laws fleshes out the great command of 6:5, that Israel is to love the Lord with all its heart, soul, and strength.  Chapters 12–16 show what such total love of God will look like and, in many respects, provide examples of what the Ten Commandments (ch. 5) mean in practice.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Deuteronomy differs from the preceding books because it is cast as a farewell discourse in which Moses is speaking to the nation.  It is frequently quoted in the NT, most notably by Jesus in his wilderness temptations and by Paul in his letter to the Romans.  ESV Study Bible.  

· The Command to Leave Horeb (1:1-8)

· Picture what happened.  
· Where were they?  When?  
· Prologue (1:1-5).  This first, brief section provides the chronological and geographical setting of Deuteronomy, identifying the speaker and audience as well as summarizing that the book is an exposition of the law.  It parallels the preamble sections of ancient covenant treaties.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why all these?  This is a true historical event.  
· Horeb is the name used in Deuteronomy for Mount Sinai (except see 33:2), where Israel received the commandments (Ex. 19:1–Num. 10:12).  Kadesh-barnea is a town on the southern border of the Promised Land where Israel camped (Num. 13:26).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The juxtaposition of “eleven days” with fortieth year highlights the time lost in reaching the border of the Promised Land.  The delay was God's punishment for Israel's failure to enter the land (Num. 14:33–34).  ESV Study Bible.  

· Deut. 1:6–4:43 Moses' First Speech: Historical Prologue.  Moses' first speech rehearses Israel's past failure at Kadesh near the beginning of the 40-year wilderness period as well as its passing through Edom, Moab, and Ammon without fighting, its successes over Heshbon and Bashan, and the distribution of those two lands.  Chapter 4 is an exhortation that functions as a transition from the history in chs. 1–3 to the rehearsal of the Ten Commandments in ch. 5.  The purpose of chs. 1–3 is not simply to retell history but to use history to persuade Israel to trust God so the land will be conquered.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Deut. 1:8.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “See” has a sense of urgency, for it is a time of decision: from the plains of Moab Israel can now survey the land before it.  
· Take possession of the land is a common command in Deuteronomy.  
· The promise of land was made first to Abraham (Gen. 12:7; 15:18–21), reiterated to Isaac (Gen. 26:4), and then to Jacob (Gen. 28:13; 35:12; cf. Deut. 6:10; 9:5; 29:13; 30:20; 34:4).  The promises to the three patriarchs included land for their offspring after them.  
· Moses is emphasizing that the current generation of Israel is included in the promises and God intends to keep his promise of the land.  Thus the patriarchal reference functions rhetorically to persuade Israel to go in and possess the land.  
· Discussion  
· If you were one of the people there, what would your feeling be?  If you were Moses, what would your feeling be?  
· Was the Promised Land ready for them many years ago?  
· The Appointment of Leaders (1:9-18)

· Picture what happened.  
· Why did Moses appoint leaders?  Under whose suggestion?  

· What were the criteria?  Why?  
· Encouragement to Trust in the Land of Promise.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Before rehearsing the departure from Horeb, Moses recalls the appointment of tribal heads to help Moses judge and lead the people (Ex. 18:18–26).  
· In the Exodus parallel (Ex. 18:13–26), Moses' father-in-law, Jethro, encourages Moses to appoint tribal heads to share in judging between disputants.  
· How were the leaders selected?  What were the instructions given to them?
· The selection criteria: Wise, understanding and respected men from each of your tribes.  
· The process to appoint leaders involved the people nominating the judges and Moses confirming them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Aliens were non-Israelites who resided in the land and accepted Israelite rule and law but did not own land and were hence vulnerable to oppression.  Deuteronomy consistently upholds the equal rights of aliens and Israelites.  

· You shall not be partial in judgment.  Impartiality is a prerequisite for good judgment as well as a characteristic of God himself (10:17).
· Discussion  

· Are you a good leader on your job, in the family, church, or Bible study group?  
· Spies Sent Out (1:19-25)

· Picture what happened.  

· Deut. 1:19–46.  Israel's Failure at Kadesh Recalled.  ESV Study Bible.  

· This section rehearses Israel's failure to enter the land at Kadesh some 38 years previously (already alluded to in vv. 3–4; Numbers 13–14) in order to warn the current generation not to repeat the sins of their parents. 

· Israel is theologically at the same point as they were at Kadesh, namely, on the border of the Promised Land.  The question is whether or not they will repeat the same mistake.  
· Twelve of you.  See Num. 13:4–15.  Moses does not repeat all the details of what the spies said, particularly their “bad report” (Num. 13:32), or describe Caleb's positive minority report.  

· Rebellion against the Lord (1:26-46)

· Picture what happened.  

· Because the Lord hated us.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In their sin, Israel attributed to God the opposite motive for his.  
· Anakim were reputed to be giants (Num. 13:22, 28, 33).  
· Israel's fear expressed here is addressed by Moses in chs. 2–3.  
· Do not be … afraid.  ESV Study Bible.  

· This exhortation is grounded in past experience of the plagues and the exodus from Egypt and the wilderness provision.  
· Before your eyes … you have seen.  Even though this is the next generation, Moses sees the nation as a unity and addresses his audience as though they were there with the previous generation.  
· Carried you, as a man carries his son.  The image is tender and loving, repudiating the false claim of v. 27.  

· God's anger at Israel's sin resulted in the 40-year wilderness period, preventing the first generation from entering the land.  Caleb was one of the 12 spies who gave the minority report (Num. 13:30) and advocated entry into the land.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Even with me.  ESV Study Bible.  

· Moses' failure, which prevented his entry into the land, was not related to the spies' incident but occurred when he struck the rock in self-exalting anger at Meribah (Num. 20:2–13).  
· On your account.  Moses says that his own sin was provoked by Israel. See also Deut. 3:26; 4:21; 32:51.  
· Joshua the son of Nun is first mentioned in Ex. 17:9–14.  He was Moses' assistant (Ex. 24:13) and one of the 12 spies (Num. 13:8).  With Caleb, he advocated entry into the land (Num. 14:6–9).  Joshua succeeded Moses as leader of Israel (Num. 27:18; Deut. 31:3).  
· If God does not fight for Israel, defeat is assured.  ESV Study Bible.      

· You would not listen.  Israel stubbornly continues to refuse to heed God's word.  
· Discussion  

· If you were people of that generation, how would you feel if you were not allowed to enter the Promised Land?  If you were Moses?  Was Moses treated fairly by God?  
· Wrapping Up 

· Are you at a juncture of your life?  Looking back, what can you say?  Do you have forty years to waste?  Do you have courage to move ahead, with the Lord?  
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