Deuteronomy 30 and 31, 8/5/2011
· Opening

· How’s Obama doing as the President of the United States?  What are the desired characteristics for the President of the United States?  How about the desired characteristics of the CEO for a company?  The desired characteristics of a Pastor or a leader of a church?  Are they different?  Why or why not?  

· In Chinese history, is there a dynasty that came back to life after being destroyed?  After how many years?  How about Israel?  When was it destroyed?  When was the modern Israel established as a country?  Where?  How many years in-between?  Is this a rare event or a norm?  How could this happen?  

· Last time, we continued Moses’ third speech in Chapter 28 that detailed the content of God’s blessings and curses.  People were blessed for their obedience, and cursed for their disobedience.  The blessings were wonderful, but the curses were really bad.  Why were these blessings and curses?  We then discussed the renewal of the Covenant in Chapter 29 – this Moab Covenant confirmed Israelites as God’s people and He as their God as promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
· Tonight will be the second to the last session on Deuteronomy.  Chapter 30 is the end of Moses' third speech, and is the climax of the preaching of Deuteronomy – urging Israel to accept the covenant.  Chapter 31 then talks about the commissioning of Joshua and the Writing of the Law.  It has been clear that Moses will die before entering into the land.  Now his successor, Joshua, is commissioned.  How?  Do you want to find out more?  Read Deuteronomy 30 and 31.  

· Prosperity After Turning to the Lord (30:1-10)  

· Picture what happened.  
· When you and your children return to the Lord your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The context is exile, following from 29:28.  This verse anticipates that God's words will enter the exiles' hearts, leading them to return to God, or repent, which means to change their thinking and behavior completely.  
· The Lord your God will restore your fortunes.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This expression uses the Hebrew word “return.”  As Israel returns to God, so he will “return” to them.  
· Circumcise your heart.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This is a key promise in Deuteronomy, looking forward to genuine covenant participation (see Jer. 31:33; Ezek. 36:26–27; Rom. 2:25–29; Col. 2:11).  

· So that you may love him.  God's changing of the heart enables obedience.  
· The Lord your God will make you most prosperous.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The blessings promised in 28:1–14 will now be realized.  

· Discussion  
· Has the above happened?  Is this amazing?  

· Why would the Israelites return to God?  

· What would happen then?  

· Are you in exile, spiritually?  Have you returned to God?  

· The Offer of Life or Death (30:11-20)  
· Picture what happened.  
· Not too difficult for you.  
· Is it true?  
· When the heart is circumcised, keeping the law is possible.  NIV Study Bible.  
· No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This is the result of the circumcised heart that enables obedience.  
· See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction.  ESV Study Bible.

· The climax of Moses' preaching is to seek a commitment from Israel to trust in God's grace and thus obey his commands.  
· I call the heavens and the earth.  ESV Study Bible.
· Ancient treaties had witnesses to their ratification.  Often those witnesses were the gods.  In Deuteronomy, since God himself is a partner to the covenant, heaven and earth are called as witnesses.  
· Life, and living, is a key theme in Chapter 30 (see vv. 6, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20).  To choose life is to choose God himself, to trust in God's grace and circumcision of the heart.  
· Discussion  
· Is it easy to choose between life and prosperity vs. death and destruction?  Why or why not?  However, is this an easy decision?  
· Which one will you choose?  
· Joshua to Succeed Moses (31:1-8)

· The Commissioning of Joshua and the Writing of the Law.  ESV Study Bible.  

· It has been clear throughout Deuteronomy that Moses will die before entry into the land due to his sin (1:37; 3:27; 4:21–22; 32:51–52; Num. 20:2–12).  Now his successor, Joshua, is commissioned.  
· Who was Joshua?  What had he done?  
· Be strong and courageous (v. 6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· This command to all Israel is also made directly to Joshua (vv. 7, 23; Josh. 1:6, 7, 9).  
· Discussion  
· Why did Moses say “be strong and courageous” to the Israelites and to Joshua?  Based on what?
· Are you strong and courageous?  Based on what?  
· Public Reading of the Law (31:9-13)

· Picture what happened.  

· Wrote down this law.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The writing of Deuteronomy 1–30 by Moses indicates that God's law had ongoing validity for future generations.  From now on, the mediation of God's word to Israel, given orally through Moses, will be through the written text.  
· You shall read this law before them in their hearing.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This passage gives one of the clearest pictures of how people were taught the law.  The priests had the responsibility to read this law aloud to the people at the great fall festival.  
· Discussion  
· Are we fortunate to have the Bible to read?  

· When do you read the bible?  

· What have you learned from the Bible?  Has the reading of the Bible changed your heart and changed your life?  
· Israel’s Rebellion Predicted (31:14-29)

· Picture what happened.  

· These people will soon prostitute themselves to the foreign gods of the land they are entering.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The clear expectation is that Israel will disobey, end up in idolatry, and become the object of God's wrath (see 30:1).  
· Prostitute themselves.  Idolatry is often described in the OT in language of whoredom and adultery (e.g., Ezekiel 16).  
· Write down this song.  ESV Study Bible.  
· See 31:30–32:44.  The anticipation is that Israel will disobey and that the song will therefore be a witness to Israel's disobedience.  
· Be strong and courageous.  ESV Study Bible.  
· See v. 6.  Now is God speaking to Joshua.  
· I will be with you.  The same promise was made by God to Moses in Ex. 3:12.  
· Take this Book of the Law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· This Book of the Law.  That is chapters 1-30.  
· By the side of the Ark of the Covenant.  The tablets of the Ten Commandments were placed inside the ark; the Book of the Law was to be alongside the ark in the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle.  One function of the law was to witness against Israel, exposing its sinfulness.  
· Discussion  
· Why did both Moses and God say “be strong and courageous” to Joshua?   
· Wrapping Up 

· The establishment of the modern Israel as a country in the land that God promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob thousands of years ago is a miracle.  It is also part of God’s plan.  Is this amazing?  Can God do wonders?  
· Be strong and courageous.  UCBSG and SCCC need new generations of servants.  Would you be willing to join the team and gradually take the leadership role?  
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