Galatians Chapter 1, 1/15/2016

Opening
· Do people go to school?  Why?  
· Where and how do you get your knowledge?  
· Are these the only sources of knowledge?  What else?  
· There are so many dietary supplements.  Do you believe their advertisements?  How can you believe something that is not (or is) taught in school?  
· An authorization process?  How?  
· What makes you decide to take or follow some of those?  
· Many roads lead to Rome.  Is that true?  Within what context?  
· All the religions lead people to good behaviors.  They are thus all good and believers will eventually meet at the paradise.  True or not?  Why or why not?  
· All sections of Christianity are good, including, e.g., the Mormons, the Jehovah Witnesses.  Why are some people so critical about them?  
· What gospel did you receive and what gospel do you believe?  
· What is the gospel?  How do you describe what you believe?  Apostles’ creed?  
· How would you defend it?  

Introduction to Galatians
· A few questions: 
· How much do we know about Apostle Paul?  
· Is Jesus’ death sufficient to redeem us?  Or do we need something else, e.g., circumcision, speak in tongues or observing Sabbath?  
· How would Paul defend what he preached to the Galatians who were then confused?  
· Author, Date, and Recipients.  The apostle Paul wrote this letter about a.d. 48.  The Galatians are probably believers in the churches of the southern region of the Roman province of Galatia.  Paul is more critical of his audience here than in any of his other letters.  The letter was likely written to the churches he had established during his first missionary journey (Acts 13:1–14:28).  He probably wrote the letter from his home church in Antioch in Syria, sometime before the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:1–31).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Theme.  Christ’s death has brought in the age of the new covenant (3:23–26; 4:4–5, 24).  People do not have to become Jews or follow the outward ceremonies of the Mosaic Law in order to be Christians (2:3, 11–12, 14; 4:10).  To require these things denies the heart of the gospel, which is justification by faith alone and not by keeping the “works of the law” (2:16).  In this new age, Christians are to live in the guidance and power of the Spirit (chs. 5–6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Purpose.  False teachers have convinced the Galatians that they are required to be circumcised.  The result is division within their church (5:15).  Paul gives numerous reasons why they should return to the simple truth of the gospel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What are the reasons?  
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Galatia and its surrounding regions.  ESV Study Bible.   

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Opening (1:1–9)
II. Indirect Appeal: Paul’s Ministry and the Gospel (1:10–2:21)
III. Direct Appeals to the Galatians (3:1–5:12)
IV. Life in the Spirit and Love (5:13–6:10)
V. Final Warning (6:11–18)

Greeting (1:1-5) 
· Anything can you say about the greeting?  
· Gal. 1:1–5 Many of the typical elements of Paul’s greetings appear here (e.g., “grace and peace”), but there is no thanksgiving for or reference to the Galatians’ faith, hope, or love.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 1:3 Grace means God’s unmerited favor.  Peace is not just the absence of conflict.  It echoes the OT concept of blessing, in which the person and community are well and whole in all aspects of life.  Such blessing comes especially in a right relationship with God (e.g., Num. 6:24–26).  ESV Study Bible.  

No Other Gospel (1:6-9) 
· Gal. 1:6–9 The Galatians are abandoning the true gospel because of the false teachers.  So quickly.  It was a short time between Paul’s first preaching to the Galatians and their present confusion.  There are some who trouble you.  Visiting preachers have taught them that circumcision and obedience to the whole law are essential to justification (see also 4:17; 6:12–13).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are other gospels have you heard?  How would you view them?  
· Was Paul’s critical of Galatians justified?  Or do all the roads lead to Rome?  
· Should the Galatians trust Paul?  Why or why not?  Shall we trust Paul’s teaching?  Why or why not?  

Paul Called by God (1:10-24) 
· If you were Paul, how would you defend the gospel?  
· Gal. 1:10–2:21 Indirect Appeal: Paul’s Ministry and the Gospel.  Paul received the gospel directly from Jesus Christ (see Acts 9:1–19a; 22:3–21; 26:12–23).  James, Peter, and John approved his ministry (Gal. 2:9).  Paul had enough authority as an apostle to correct Peter (2:11–21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 1:10–24 Paul’s critics say he teaches a gospel received from man, not from God.  They also say he wants to please man rather than God.  Paul does not simply defend himself but shows a pastoral concern.  He wants to reassure the Galatians that the gospel they received was authentic.  It was not a false message delivered by an untrustworthy messenger (e.g., 2:5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 1:17 The journey to Arabia and back to Damascus occurs between Acts 9:25 and 9:26. Roman Arabia included much of modern Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and southern Syria.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 1:18 After three years.  If Paul was converted in a.d. 33 (an approximate date), then this visit occurred around a.d. 36.  It is probably the visit to Jerusalem described in Acts 9:26–29.  Cephas. Peter.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 1:19–20 none of the other apostles except James.  This implies that James was among “the apostles,” though he was not one of the original 12.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 1:22-24.  Is this good?  
· Discussion 
· What do you believe?  
· What was Paul’s mission?  What are your mission?  

Jehovah’s witnesses 
· Jehovah’s Witnesses is a millenarian restorationist Christian denomination with non-trinitarian beliefs distinct from mainstream Christianity.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehovah%27s_Witnesses.  
· They are best known for their door-to-door preaching, distributing literature such as The Watchtower and Awake, and refusing military service and blood transfusions.  They reject Trinitarianism, inherent immortality of the soul, and hellfire, which they consider to be unscriptural doctrines.  
· They prefer to use their own translation, the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.  
· They do not observe Christmas, Easter, birthdays, or other holidays and customs they consider to have pagan origins incompatible with Christianity.  
· They consider secular society to be morally corrupt and under the influence of Satan, and most limit their social interaction with non-Witnesses.  
· They believe that the destruction of the present world system at Armageddon is imminent, and that the establishment of God’s kingdom over the earth is the only solution for all problems faced by humanity.  
· Jehovah’s Witnesses are directed by the Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses, a group of elders in Brooklyn, New York, which establishes all doctrines based on its interpretations of the Bible.  
· The group claims a worldwide membership of more than 8.2 million adherents involved in evangelism, convention attendance figures of more than 15 million, and an annual Memorial attendance of more than 19.9 million.  
· What Do Jehovah's Witnesses Believe?  How do Jehovah’s Witnesses’ teachings about Christ compare with Scriptures?  http://christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-r005.html
· JW’s believe that Jesus Christ was a perfect man, and that He is a person distinct from God the Father.  
· However, they also teach that before His earthly life, Jesus was a spirit creature, Michael the archangel, who was created by God and became the Messiah at His baptism.  
· According to Jehovah’s Witnesses, Jesus is a mighty one, although not almighty as Jehovah God is.  
· According to John 1:1 in their Bible, The New World Translation, Christ is “a god,” but not “the God.”  They teach that Jesus “was and is and always will be beneath Jehovah” and that “Christ and God are not coequal.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]See the original Greek Bible on John 1:1 – in terms of “上帝” as opposed to the general term “神.”  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=John&chap=1&sec=1. 

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow and Chunlong Liu 1/14/2016 
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