Galatians Chapter 3, 2/5/2016

Opening
· We study physics in elementary school, junior high and high school, university, and even at the graduate level, MS or Ph.D.  Why?  What are the differences at each stage of learning?  
· Human race has gone through a long way.  Looking back, what can you say about the growth, in terms of 
· Knowledge, e.g., medicine, genomics, physics, chemistry, ..
· Technology, e.g., electricity, cars, airplanes, computers, cell phones, ..
· Moral behaviors and standards?  
· There is a time for everything.  Have you heard about the term “ahead of its time”?  What does it mean?  Good or bad?  
· Many times we do things by following a checklist, e.g., cleaning up the church facility after use, pilots examining an airplane before taking off, ..  Is this good?  Universally applicable?  
· Can love between boyfriend and girlfriend (husband and wife) be measured by a checklist?  
· If you can invent a “love meter” that can measure “true love,” you will become a billionaire overnight.  Agree?  
· Can honoring parents be measured by a checklist?  
· What is wrong with the above?  
· Who was Abraham?  Can you describe him?  What was most famous about him?  
· Did he love to eat crab, lobster or pork?  
· Did he follow The Law literally?  
· Was he still “the father of faith”?  Why?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Opening (1:1–9)
II. Indirect Appeal: Paul’s Ministry and the Gospel (1:10–2:21)
III. Direct Appeals to the Galatians (3:1–5:12)
IV. Life in the Spirit and Love (5:13–6:10)
V. Final Warning (6:11–18)

By Faith, or by Works of the Law? (3:1-9) 
· If brothers or sisters listened to false teaching and started to observe the Law, how can you turn them back?  
· Gal. 3:1–5 Paul asks the Galatians five questions.  He is disappointed that they have listened to the false teachers.  So he returns to their experience of how they first came to know Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 3:1 Who has bewitched you?  Paul uses the language of pagan magic to describe the false teachers’ activities.  Publicly portrayed.  Paul’s presentation of the gospel to the Galatians was so vivid that it was as if they had been eyewitnesses of the crucifixion.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 3:4 “Did you suffer so many things in vain – if indeed it was in vain?”  Paul hopes that those who have been misled will return to the true gospel.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 3:6–9 Paul issues a second direct appeal to the Galatians: it is not just their own experience of receiving the gospel by faith that should teach them that salvation is not by the law but by grace.  Rather, the OT example of Abraham also teaches that it is through genuine faith, not the law, that one is counted righteous (see Gen. 15:6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How would you modify these questions for today’s use?  
· What are your answers to these questions or the modified questions?  

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith (3:10-14) 
· Cal. 3:10 “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.”  
· They are “cursed” (“condemned”) because they break the law (2:18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· All things?  所有的、每一個.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=Gal&chap=3&sec=10
· Gal. 3:11 Habakkuk 2:4 shows that righteousness cannot be achieved through the law.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Habakkuk 2:4.  “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.”  
· Gal. 3:12 Paul uses Lev. 18:5 to show that the law is not of faith.  Paul probably means the same thing here as in Rom. 10:5.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Lev. 18:5.  “You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall live by them: I am the Lord.”  
· Rom. 10:5.  “For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.”  
· Discussion 
· What is wrong with the checklist approach?  
· Why can’t righteousness be achieved through the law?  Examples?  Your own experiences?  

The Law and the Promise (3:15-29) 
· Gal. 3:16 God spoke promises to Abraham on several occasions.  Paul probably refers to Gen. 13:15 and 17:8.  And to your offspring.  Here Paul sees that the truest fulfillment of these OT promises comes to one “offspring,” Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gen. 13:15.  “For all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever.”  
· Offspring.  種子、後裔、子孫.  連接詞 + 介系詞 + 名詞，單陽 + 2 單陽詞尾.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=Gen&chap=13&sec=15&m= 
· Gen. 17:8.  “And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”  
· Offspring.  The same word as the above.  
· Gal. 3:17 Came 430 years afterward.  Paul is apparently referring to the Septuagint translation of Ex. 12:40, “The dwelling of the children of Israel . . . in Egypt and in Canaan was 430 years.”  This would mean 430 years from Abraham to the exodus (the Hebrew text does not include “and in Canaan”).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 3:19 The law . . . was added because of transgressions.  This probably means the law was put in place to reveal people’s sinfulness and need for a savior.  Put in place through angels by an intermediary.  Moses was God’s “intermediary” (Lev. 26:46).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 3:20 Because God is one, his ultimate revelation comes not through an intermediary but from him alone.  This assumes that whatever comes from Christ comes from the one true God, for Christ is fully God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 3:22 The law (the Scripture), instead of giving “life” (v. 21) with God, imprisoned everything under sin (compare Rom. 3:9–20).  Rather than enabling all Israelites to receive the promise, the law was given so that the single “offspring,” Christ, would receive the blessing.  Therefore the blessing is obtained by faith in Christ, not by obedience to the law.  God was certainly not surprised that the Israelites were unable to obey the law.  In fact, at the end of the giving of the law, Moses foretold that the Israelites would not obey it (Deut. 31:24–29).  Thus the law confirmed the promise to Abraham, that justification would come only by faith (Gal. 3:6–9, 14, 18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 3:24 The law, as guardian, had positive functions.  It restrained and exposed sin and promised Christ’s coming.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 3:26 you are all sons of God.  Life under the law was slavery.  Life in Christ is marked by the freedom that comes from being God’s “sons.”  Having been adopted into God’s family, they now enjoy all the privileges, responsibilities, and inheritance rights of God’s children.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why was the Law given?  The background of Exodus.  
· Was the Law bad or people misunderstand it and try to please God by following the checklist approach?  
· Did Abraham love to eat crab, lobster or pork?

法轮功 (FaLunGong) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falun_Gong)
· Falun Gong is a Chinese spiritual practice that combines meditation and qigong exercises with a moral philosophy centered on the tenets of Truthfulness, Compassion, and Forbearance (Chinese: 真、善、忍).  The practice emphasizes morality and the cultivation of virtue, and identifies as a qigong practice of the Buddhist school, though its teachings also incorporate elements drawn from Taoist traditions.  Falun Gong was first taught publicly in Northeast China in 1992 by Li Hongzhi.  It emerged toward the end of China's “qigong boom.”  Practice of Falun Gong consists of two features: performance of the exercises, and the refinement of one's xinxing (moral character, temperament).  

Wrapping up 
· Based on today’s study, do you now have a better understanding about why the Law was given and how we should look at it?  
· How should we live a life based on faith in Christ?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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