Galatians Chapter 2, 1/29/2016

Opening
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What is “snob” (势利)?  One who despises, ignores, or is patronizing to those he or she considers inferior (http://www.thefreedictionary.com/snob).  Examples?  
· If you get a chance to talk to President Obama, Chairman Xi, Bill Gates, or the CEO of your company, how would you behave in front of them?  
· If they came to the Bible study tonight, how would we be different in our Bible study?  
· Are we snobbish sometimes?  Shall we?  Why or why not?  
· Have you ever felt peer pressure in your life?  Examples?  
· What did you do then?  
· What was the right thing for you to do under those circumstances?  
· Have you heard about Kosher Dietary Rules and Regulations (http://www.koshercertification.org.uk/whatdoe.html)?  
· If you eat with orthodox Jews who follow Kosher dietary rules and regulations, what would you do?  
· If you were a Jew to eat with non-Jew friends, what would you do?  
· How much do you know about the Mormons?  Do we have the same faith or not?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Opening (1:1–9)
II. Indirect Appeal: Paul’s Ministry and the Gospel (1:10–2:21)
III. Direct Appeals to the Galatians (3:1–5:12)
IV. Life in the Spirit and Love (5:13–6:10)
V. Final Warning (6:11–18)

Paul Accepted by the Apostles (2:1-10) 
· Gal. 2:1 after fourteen years.  Could refer to an additional 14 years after the three years mentioned in 1:18.  The 14 years could also start from Paul’s conversion and include those three.  The latter seems slightly more probable, placing this visit around a.d. 47.  It probably corresponds to Acts 11:29–30.  ESV Study Bible.  
· According to some, this is the visit mentioned in Act. 11:30; according to others, this is the one in Act. 15:1-4.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 2:2 Those who seemed influential probably includes James, Peter, and John (see v. 9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· What does “seemed” imply?  
· NIV: Meeting privately with those esteemed as leaders.  
· Greek Bible: 考量、思考、設想、被認為、被當作是.  Same word as in V. 6 and V. 9.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=Gal&chap=2&sec=2.  
· Gal. 2:3–4 The Jerusalem apost`les agreed that Titus, a Gentile, did not need to be circumcised.  Thus, says Paul, they agreed no Gentile needed to be circumcised.  But some false brothers continued to disagree (see Acts 15:1–35).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 2:7–8 As an apostle, Paul was not inferior to Peter: Paul was assigned to evangelize the uncircumcised (Gentiles), while Peter was sent to the circumcised (Jews).  Therefore, the Galatians should not consider themselves inferior to any other believers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What and why did Paul want to make sure in V. 2?  
· Was Paul snobbish?  Shall we?  

Paul Opposes Peter (2:11-14) 
· Gal. 2:11–21 Paul was not a people-pleaser (1:10).  His confrontation with Peter proves this.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 2:11–12 The situation behind this passage is likely that the men who came from James (from the Jerusalem church) encouraged Jewish Christians to eat separately and follow kosher dietary laws.  Peter decided to go along with this, perhaps not realizing that his example would make the Gentile Christians feel like second-class Christians.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 2:14 Force the Gentiles to live like Jews. Peter was guilty of hypocrisy (v. 13).  He had not been observing food laws previously.  Now he was requiring Gentile Christians to observe Jewish food laws in order to eat with him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Peer pressure?  Hypocrisy?  Your own experience?  
· Was it Paul’s job to confront Peter?  
· Will it be our responsibility to confront such an incident?  

Justified by Faith (2:15-21) 
· How would you describe the relationship between parents and children?  Based on materialisms?  Money?  Works?  Rules and regulations?  Based on what?  Love!  
· How would you describe the relationship between God and His people?  
· Gal. 2:16 “Justified” means “counted righteous” or “declared righteous” by God.  If people obeyed all of God’s perfect moral standards, they could be justified by their own merits.  But Paul says that this is impossible for anyone to do (see Romans 1–2).  Works of the law means any human effort to be justified by God by obeying a moral law.  We also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ implies that justification is the result of saving faith.  No human effort or merit can be added to faith as a basis for justification (see Acts 13:39; Gal. 3:10–14; Heb. 10:1–14).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 2:20 It is no longer I who live does not mean that Paul has no personality of his own.  It means that he no longer controls his own life.  Rather, Christ who lives in me now directs and empowers all that he does.  The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God.  As Paul trusts Christ moment by moment, Christ works in and through him in all he does.  Who loved me and gave himself for me.  The crucifixion is a personal expression of Christ’s love for people as individuals.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How would you explain V. 17?  What/where is the answer?  
· Answer: V. 21.  
· “For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God.  I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God.”  
· How beautiful!  
· Is it easy to do?  Please share your experience.  

Mormons (Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormons#Beliefs)
· Background.  Mormons began with Joseph Smith in upstate New York during the 1820s.  After Smith's death in 1844, the Mormons followed Brigham Young to what would become the Utah Territory.  Today, most Mormons are understood to be members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church).  The center of Mormon cultural influence is in Utah, and North America has more Mormons than any other continent, though the majority of Mormons live outside the United States.  There were over 15 million in 2014.  
· Traditions.  Between 1852 and 1890 a minority of Mormons openly practiced plural marriage, a form of religious polygamy.  Mormons dedicate large amounts of time and resources to serving in their church, and many young Mormons choose to serve a full-time proselytizing mission.  Mormons have a health code that eschews alcoholic beverages, tobacco, coffee, tea, and other addictive substances.  They tend to be very family-oriented, and have strong connections across generations and with extended family, reflective of their belief that families can be sealed together beyond death.  Mormons also have a strict law of chastity, requiring abstention from sexual relations outside of opposite-sex marriage and strict fidelity within marriage.  
· Beliefs.  
· Mormons self-identify as Christian, though some of their beliefs differ from mainstream Christianity.  Mormons believe in the Bible, as well as other books of scripture, such as the Book of Mormon.  They have a unique view of cosmology, and believe that all people are spirit-children of God.  Mormons believe that returning to God requires following the example of Jesus Christ, and accepting his atonement through ordinances such as baptism.  They believe that Christ's church was restored through Joseph Smith and is guided by living prophets and apostles.  Central to Mormon faith is the belief that God speaks to his children and answers their prayers.  
· Mormons have a relatively open definition of scripture.  As a general rule, anything spoken or written by a prophet, while under inspiration, is considered to be the word of God.  Thus, the Bible, written by prophets, is the word of God, so far as it is translated correctly.  The Book of Mormon is also believed to have been written by ancient prophets, and is viewed as a companion to the Bible.  By this definition, the teachings of Smith's successors are also accepted as scripture, though they are always measured against, and draw heavily from the scriptural canon.  
· Mormons believe in a pre-mortal existence where people were literal spirit children of God, and that God presented a plan of salvation that would allow his children to progress and become more like him.  The plan involved the spirits receiving bodies on earth and going through trials in order to learn, progress, and receive a “fulness of joy.”  Every person who lives on earth will be resurrected, and nearly all of them will be received into various kingdoms of glory.  To be accepted into the highest kingdom, a person must fully accept Christ through faith, repentance, and through ordinances such as baptism and the laying on of hands.  
· Mitt Romney is a Mormon.  

Wrapping up 
· “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” – comments?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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