Galatians Chapter 5, 2/26/2016

Opening
· How is (was) your college (undergraduate) life?  What do you do Thursday night?  Friday night?  Saturday night?  
· Time well spent?  
· Do your friends understand why you go to Bible study every Friday night?  Why go to church again on Sunday?  Time well spent?  
· What course are you taking now?  Which one (either a current course or one you took previously) you like the most?  Why?  Which one you dislike the most?  Why?  
· Comparing these two courses, what are the differences in your learning mentality?  Memorizing facts for quizzes or examines, or enjoying the study for interests and fun?  
· Who has served in the military?  Please share your experience.  What is the general way of training?  
· A good way of learning or training ~ From inside out, or from outside in?  
· 誠於中形於外.  Make sense?  
· What is freedom?  
· Can we sometimes drive on the right, and sometimes on the left, depending how we feel at that moment?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Opening (1:1–9)
II. Indirect Appeal: Paul’s Ministry and the Gospel (1:10–2:21)
III. Direct Appeals to the Galatians (3:1–5:12)
IV. Life in the Spirit and Love (5:13–6:10)
V. Final Warning (6:11–18)

Christ Has Set Us Free (5:1-12) 
· Gal. 5:1–12 Those who turn to the law for salvation cut themselves off from salvation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 5:5 we . . . wait for the hope of righteousness.  Christians do not try to produce perfect righteousness in their lives by their own efforts.  Instead, they wait for God to complete righteousness in them when they die (Heb. 12:23) or at Christ’s return (1 Cor. 15:49).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 5:11 If Paul still preached that people had to be circumcised, then the offense of the cross would be removed.    
· ESV.  In that case the offense of the cross has been removed.  
· 和合本。若 是 这 样 ， 那 十 字 架 讨 厌 的 地 方 就 没 有 了 。
· Greek Bible.  若是如此，那十字架的絆倒人之處就消除了。  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?graph=1&engs=Gal&chap=5&sec=11&mode=3&m=
· Gal. 5:12 
· ESV.  I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!  
· 和合本。恨 不 得 那 搅 乱 你 们 的 人 ， 把 自 己 割 绝 了。
· Greek Bible.  切除、砍斷.  但願那些騷擾你們的人把自己閹割了。  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=Gal&chap=5&sec=20
· Discussion 
· Are people still circumcised today?  Why or why not?  What is important here?  
· What is freedom?  Are you free?  

Keep in Step with the Spirit (5:13-26) 
· Gal. 5:13–6:10 Life in the Spirit and Love.  Freedom from the law does not lead to lawless behavior.  By the power of the Spirit, believers live a new life characterized by love.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 5:16–26 Life under the law expresses itself in the works of the flesh, but those who live by the Spirit bear fruit pleasing to God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do you agree?  Why or why not?  
· Gal. 5:21 Drunkenness and orgies are examples of how people use God’s good gifts in destructive and sinful ways.  In the OT, wine was associated with joy and celebration (e.g., Neh. 8:10; Ps. 104:15; see note on John 2:3).  When abused, however, wine was seen as highly destructive (Prov. 20:1; 21:17; 23:29–35).  Drunkenness is consistently condemned throughout Scripture (e.g., Eph. 5:18).  Sex is a precious gift for husband and wife.  When it is abused it also has highly destructive consequences (1 Cor. 6:18).  Those who do such things.  Those who act in this way as a pattern of life.  Their outward conduct indicates they are not born of God.  They do not have the Holy Spirit within.  They are not God’s true children.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 5:22–23 The Spirit defends against sin. He also produces in Christians the positive traits of godly character.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why use the word “fruit”?  Singular or plural?  From outside in, or from inside out?  
· Greek Bible.  果子、結果、行為、獲利.  名詞	主格 單數 陽性.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?graph=1&engs=Gal&chap=5&sec=11&mode=3&m=
· Against such things there is no law.  Why?  
· Gal. 5:25 keep in step with the Spirit.  A different verb than in v. 16.  It means “walk in line behind a leader.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Greek Bible.  跟隨、守住.  我們若(靠)聖靈而活，也要(靠)聖靈行事。  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?graph=1&engs=Gal&chap=5&sec=11&mode=3&m=
· Discussion 
· Life under the law expresses itself in the works of the flesh.  Why?  
· Those who live by the Spirit bear fruit pleasing to God.  Why?
· Where are we now?  

Unification Church 
General background.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unification_Church
· The Unification Church or Unificationism, is a new religious movement founded in South Korea in 1954 by Sun Myung Moon.  Since its founding, the church has expanded throughout the world with most members living in Korea, Japan, the Philippines, and other nations in East Asia.  It has sponsored other organizations and projects over the years; including businesses, news media, projects in education and the arts, and political and social activism.  The church was led by Moon until his death on September 3, 2012.  Since then, his widow Hak Ja Han has assumed the leadership of the church.
· Unificationist beliefs are derived from the Christian Bible and are explained in the church's textbook, the Divine Principle.  It teaches that God is the Creator and Heavenly Parent, whose dual nature combines both masculinity and femininity and whose center is true love.  The Blessing ceremony of the Unification Church, a wedding or wedding vow renewal ceremony, is a church tradition which has attracted wide public attention.  The church has engaged in interfaith activities with other religions, including mainstream Christianity and Islam, despite theological differences.  
· The Unification Church has been the subject of controversy over several issues.  Its beliefs, which differ from traditional Christian interpretations of the Bible, have been called heretical and antisemitic by some critics.  It has also been criticized for its involvement in politics, especially in support of the government of South Korea for which it was investigated by a committee of the United States Congress in 1977.  The church has also been accused of brainwashing its members, which led to some being subject to deprogramming.  
Faith.  http://oncedelivered.net/2008/03/25/comparing-christianity-to-the-unification-church/
· God.  God is one person only, with dual characteristics (positive/negative; male/female). He is not omniscient.  God is the author of all religions; each one is a part of His attempt at restoration.”   If you want to understand what God is you have only to investigate Father [Moon] to find what God is … Father is visible God”  (The 120 Day Training Manual).  
· Jesus.  Jesus was a special creation of God – a perfect man who was faithful to God and attained deity; not equal to God.  “One of my most important revelations is that Jesus Christ did not come to die” (Rev. Moon, interview in F. Sontag, Sun Myung Moon and the Unification Church, p. 154).  Jesus was to restore the original relationship between God and humanity by marriage.  His mission was incomplete because he was crucified before marriage.  He is a spiritual, not a physical, savior.  The second coming occurred with the advent of Sun Myung Moon.  
· Bible.  The Bible is one of God’s revelations, replaced by Moon’s superior revelations.  The Bible is largely unreliable and interpreted symbolically.  The Bible is authoritative only as it is interpreted in Divine Principle (Moon’s basic teachings).  
Take over of University of Bridgeport.  http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Unification_Church#Take_over_of_University_of_Bridgeport
· In the early 90’s, in a controversial move, University of Bridgeport trustee’s, facing a large financial shortfall, agreed to a financing deal with the Moon controlled organization, Professors World Peace Academy.  This was considered quite controversial and led to Bridgeport's law school moving to Quinnipac, and its accreditation to come under fire.  

Wrapping up 
· Are we a freed person?  How can others know?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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