Galatians Chapter 6, 3/4/2016

Opening
· Have you heard about the phrase “杯水车薪”?  What does it mean?  
· 用一杯水去救一车着了火的柴草，比喻力量太小，解决不了问题。出自《孟子·告子上》。  http://baike.baidu.com/link?url=jRY7y_8X3TSiYDAiDHl9SLKK97O9NQnyH8i0WWNG8M96QGAIh9g4SoiQPlfGlH0UDWbmjaLyPrKTzHirNVPSqK.  
· Trying to put out a burning cartload of faggots with a cup of water – an utterly inadequate measure; a drop in the bucket; make a useless attempt.  http://www.ichacha.net/%E6%9D%AF%E6%B0%B4%E8%BD%A6%E8%96%AA.html.  
· Have you heard a different interpretation which is popular in China?  A job with little things to do (drinking water all day long) but with a high salary (a month’s salary can buy a car).  Make sense?  
· What is the relationship between students and teachers in China?  In the States?  What are the differences?  
· What is the relationship between congregations and pastors?  What does the Bible say about this?  
· How much should pastors be paid?  
· What are the key differences between Christians life and life in the world?  
· Are we there yet?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Opening (1:1–9)
II. Indirect Appeal: Paul’s Ministry and the Gospel (1:10–2:21)
III. Direct Appeals to the Galatians (3:1–5:12)
IV. Life in the Spirit and Love (5:13–6:10)
V. Final Warning (6:11–18)

Bear One Another's Burdens (6:1-10) 
· Do you remember the key point of last time?  
· Gal. 5:13 You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature.  
· How shall we behave ourselves?  
· Gal. 5:13–6:10 Life in the Spirit and Love.  Freedom from the law does not lead to lawless behavior.  By the power of the Spirit, believers live a new life characterized by love.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 6:1 you who are spiritual.  This does not refer to an elite class of Christians.  It describes mature and experienced Christians.  They are able to help their troubled brother or sister.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How could mature Christians be tempted?  
· Overlook the danger?  Proud?   
· Gal. 6:2 and so fulfill the law of Christ.  In a broad sense this means the entire body of ethical teaching that Jesus gave and endorsed.  In a specific sense it probably refers to the command to love one’s neighbor as oneself (Matt. 22:39; John 13:34).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Romans 13:10.  
· Burdens.  Greek: '.  重擔、負擔. 名詞,直接受格,複數,中性.   https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=Gal&chap=6&sec=2.  
· Gal. 6:5.  
· Load.  Greek: '.  擔子、負擔. 名詞,直接受格,單數,中性. https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=Gal&chap=6&sec=5.  
· Differences between the “load” here and the “burden” in 6:2?  Why to bear one another’s burdens in 6:2 but to bear his own load here?  
· Each of us is responsible before God.  The reference may be to the future judgment, when every Christian will give an account to God.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 6:6.  What does this verse mean?  
· See Philippians 4:14-19; 1 Timothy 5:17.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Make the best use of what we have, in terms of, e.g., money, time, energy, etc.
· Discussion 
· Please share your experience on the above.  

Final Warning and Benediction (6:11-18) 
· This is the last paragraph of the book.  What is the big picture?  What did Paul want to say?    
· Gal. 6:11–18 Final Warning.  Paul summarizes the main themes of the letter and challenges the reader to stay true to the gospel.  To require circumcision is to deny the cross and the new creation.  Those who belong to the new creation are the true Israel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 6:11 Paul probably has been dictating the letter to a scribe (compare Rom. 16:22).  Now, however, he adds his “signature” (see 2 Thess. 3:17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 6:14 the world has been crucified to me.  The world no longer attracts and influences Paul.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 6:16 Israel of God.  In contrast to the children of the “present Jerusalem” (4:25), the true people of God are the believing children of Abraham (3:7, 29).  They belong to “Jerusalem above” (4:26–27).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 6:17 The false teachers, and perhaps some of the Galatian Christians, have been misrepresenting Paul.  Paul insists on the respect that is due his ministry.  He is a genuine minister of Christ and has the scars to prove it – what he calls the marks of Jesus that resulted from his being persecuted (see 2 Cor. 11:23–27).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 6:18 Paul’s final prayerful blessing shows that he has not given up on the Galatians.  He still refers to them as brothers and calls on Christ and the Spirit to give them grace.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· 2 Corinthians 5:17.  Let us encourage each other and pray for each other.  
· Can we summarize the book?  

全能神教會 (東方閃電, Eastern Lightning) (https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%85%A8%E8%83%BD%E7%A5%9E%E6%95%99%E6%9C%83#.E6.95.99.E4.B9.89)
Background.  
· 全能神教會又稱東方閃電、末世恩主教會、新歌教會、實際神教會，最近又自称“国度福音教会”，也被称为“七灵派”、“二次救主派”、“新能力主教会”、“真光派”、“真道派”。该教會名称中的“东方閃電”是出自《新约圣经》的《馬太福音》第24章第27节参“闪电从东方发出，直照到西边。人子降临，也要这样。”並且指出神末世的作工與說話就是東方發出的閃電，「閃電」就是指神在末世審判人的道，也就是神刑罰審判人的話語，並且是從東方傳到西方，即全能神首先在東方（中國）作成一班真實認識神的人，然後再藉著這班人把末世福音擴展到西方，使普天下的人都能得著神末世的救恩[5]。教會宣稱全能神的話語收錄於《話在肉身顯現》一書中。
Faith.  
· 论三位一体.  该教名词大都借用基督教，但同时又否认基督教的教义，认为三位一体是人的传统，是不存在的。该教派接受的是在末世隐秘降临在中国的基督，即他们的全能神。
· [bookmark: _GoBack]论耶稣.  他们认为四个福音书对耶稣的记载掺杂着很多人意，比如，族谱一事是有人意的參雜，耶穌是神，不應該有族譜，因為主耶穌說過“我實實在在的告訴你們，還沒有亞伯拉罕就有了我。（約 8：58）”。但正统基督教神学认为耶稣是百分之百的神，也是百分之百的人，具备神人二性。该教派认为“耶稣钉十字架是为了救赎罪人”，但是第一次道成肉身的神（耶稣）并没有将道成肉身的工作做完（仅完成了救赎），所以需要神第二次道成肉身来完成第一次没有完成的工作（征服人、潔淨人，成全人，战胜撒旦，带来国度时代）。
· 救恩論.  该教派认为基督道成肉身、釘十字架所成就的救恩并不完整，好人壞人並存於世，不能區別善惡，所以化身為第二次道成肉身的“女基督”，才能将罪恶的人完全拯救出来，或者毀滅，罪惡與不罪惡的區別非常淺顯，信奉“女基督”者就是善人，女基督的工作是「审判」罪人，不信者即將被投入永遠的地獄。
· 论圣经.  该教派援引《和合本圣经》提摩太后书3:16的括号中的小字（或作“凡　神所默示的圣经”）来教导人说，圣经中只有耶和華神說的話、先知傳達的神的話、主耶穌說的話、聖靈的說話、《啟示錄》神啟示約翰的話，才是直接從神來的，才是神的話，除此以外那些人的傳記、使徒的書信都是人的話，只代表個人的經歷與認識，並不代表神的話，更不能說成是神話，並且指出“圣经都是　神所默示的”這句話是使徒保羅說的，不是神說的，不是神的話。他们说圣经对于以前的人们有一些指导意义，今天仍有部分参考意义，但现在最重要的是聆听“全能神”发表的新“真理”，即新的約卷——神話。
· 对教徒的态度.  该教派将持正统信仰的基督教作为拉拢、吸收的首要人员，因基督徒都已相信一神论，故省去了劝说人们放弃多神信仰或共產黨的无神论的麻烦工作。全能神教所做的只是让基督徒怀疑圣经的可靠性，觉得圣经有错误，有很多问题，因此需要接受全能神教发布的新真理。
教会活动特点.  
· 該教派的传教目標主要是針對天主教會與基督教的普通信徒和神職人員，婦女亦是传教對象之一，受害最多的是“小群”(聚会处)的信徒，因为他们拿着“召會”的恢复本圣经、李常受的书籍，和自用材料做掩盖，诱骗信徒加入他们。有傳道人被該教派成功吸收，該教派也曾誘騙並囚禁牧師。該教派的人員偽裝成「望教友」或「慕道友」，進行滲透教會和教區，包括參加其他教會的查經班、小組聚會、吃飯、加入基督教機構、入讀神學院等。會發送宣傳單張、宗教手冊，內容多與末世有關。透過溫情攻勢進行探訪、電話關懷，對於被滲透的教會採取挑撥利誘、分化離間等製造嫌隙的手段，以及偽造神蹟欺騙信徒。若有不從，則會有踰越道德底線之事，包括言語恐嚇、色誘、下迷藥、囚禁、暴力傷害、殺害等。全能神教会设有“护法队”，殴打不愿入教或意图脱教的人。
· 據多份報章報導，該教派利用改了歌詞的流行歌曲（其中包括了台灣偶像團體S.H.E的《Super Star》一曲等）作為對信徒「洗腦」的媒介。

Wrapping up 
· What have you learned from the book of Galatians?  Changes in your life?   
· What are your favorite verses?  

Peter Luh, Chunlong Liu, Koh Han Seow, and Zheng Liu, 3/3/2016 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2016
