Galatians Chapter 4, 2/19/2016

Opening
· Do you remember the life when you were in your elementary school?  Who made decisions?  If what you wanted, e.g., having chocolate every meal, was not permitted by your parents, who won?  Why?  
· When was the first time you left home to study in a different town/state/country?  What were major differences in life?  “Freed”!  Why can you make decisions then, perhaps with consultation of your parents?  How about now?  Why?  
· What does “free” mean?  Being lazy?  Doing nothing?  Doing anything we want, e.g., having chocolate every meal?  
· How did civilization change over time?  
· Who was Abraham?  How many sons did he have?  Can you briefly describe how he got his sons?  
· Story of a Christian in a flood.  God, why didn’t you save me?  Did God try to save him?  
· Is it generally clear what we should do and what God should do?  Examples?  
· Some people say that crises in today’s world were caused mostly by one man.  Do you agree?  Who was that man and why?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Opening (1:1–9)
II. Indirect Appeal: Paul’s Ministry and the Gospel (1:10–2:21)
III. Direct Appeals to the Galatians (3:1–5:12)
IV. Life in the Spirit and Love (5:13–6:10)
V. Final Warning (6:11–18)

Sons and Heirs (4:1-7) 
· Gal. 3:19–4:7 The law was never intended to last forever.  Now that the promised Messiah has come, those who believe in him are sons of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:1–3 When a son is too young to receive his inheritance, he has no more status than a slave.  This was the situation of Paul and his fellow Israelites under the old covenant.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Being a slave in NT times was different from the institution of slavery in North America during the seventeenth through the nineteenth centuries.  Slaves (bondservants, servants) generally were permitted to work for pay and to save enough to buy their freedom.  The NT assumes that trafficking in human beings is a sin (1 Tim. 1:10; Rev. 18:11–13), and Paul urges Christian bondservants who can gain freedom to do so.  The released bondservant was officially designated a “freedman” and frequently continued to work for his former master.  ESV Study Bible, note on 1 Cor. 7:21.  
· Gal. 4:3 Elementary principles.  Both here and in v. 9, these principles for Jews would be the Mosaic law.  For Gentiles it would be the basic concepts of their pagan religions.  They were, in terms of their mind-set and life situation, enslaved.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:6–7 Because Christians are now sons, they may receive the inheritance.  This begins with the promised Spirit of his Son.  Abba is the Aramaic word for “father.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· In the Greek Bible, Abba is A.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=Gal&chap=4&sec=6
· It seems to be a universal word.  
· Discussion 
· How privilege is it to be a son?  Please share your experience.  
· Do you know that you are a son of God?  What privilege do you have?  

Paul’s Concern for the Galatians (4:8-20) 
· Gal. 4:8–11 The Galatians are in danger of forfeiting sonship and abandoning the true God.  They risk returning to false gods (v. 8) and to worldly ways of life (vv. 9–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:10 Days and months and seasons and years were all part of the ceremonial laws of the Mosaic covenant (see Lev. 23:5, 16, 28; 25:4). To require Christians to follow such OT laws is to forfeit the gospel of justification by faith alone, in Christ alone.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:12 as I am.  Paul is free from following Mosaic ceremonial regulations.  He lives by faith in Christ.  As you are.  Paul had become like the Gentiles by not living under Jewish law when ministering to them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:13 because of a bodily ailment . . . I preached the gospel to you.  The exact nature of this illness is not known.  “Because” apparently means that Paul had to stay in Galatia because of this illness.  He took that opportunity to preach to them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think of v. 9 “You have come to know God, or rather to be known by God”?    
· What does “free” really mean here?  

Example of Hagar and Sarah (4:21-31) 
· Gal. 4:21–31 Paul again emphasizes the difference between being a free child of God and being a slave to the law, sin, and false gods.  Abraham’s son Ishmael – technically the firstborn – represents the slave sons of Abraham and thus the enslaving Sinai covenant.  Isaac represents the free sons of Abraham (see Genesis 16–17; 21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:21 law . . . law.  Paul plays on the different meanings of “law”: it can mean the commandments given by Moses (all of which the Galatians mistakenly want to obey), but it can also mean the first five books of the Bible as a whole.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:23 Ishmael was the son born when Abraham and Sarah tried to have a child through Hagar.  The promise is the absolute opposite of the flesh.  A promise is a word from God that will be fulfilled by God, just as Isaac was born by God’s miraculous work.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:25 The majority of the people in Jerusalem are Jews who have not turned to Jesus.  As a result, the city is enslaved.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Gal. 4:29 So also it is now.  Ishmael persecuted Isaac (suggested by Gen. 21:9).  Now the Jews who seek justification by human effort persecute Christians, who trust God’s promise of justification by faith.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are the implications of this paragraph?  
· How shall we view God’s commandments?  

Islam 
· Islam is a monotheistic and Abrahamic religion articulated by the Qur'an, a religious text considered by its adherents to be the verbatim word of God (Allāh), and, for the vast majority of adherents, by the teachings and normative example of Muhammad (c. 570–8 June 632 CE), considered by most of them to be the last prophet of God.  An adherent of Islam is called a Muslim.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam.  
· Muslims believe that God is one and incomparable and that the purpose of existence is to worship God.  Muslims also believe that Islam is the complete and universal version of a primordial faith that was revealed many times before through prophets including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.  Muslims maintain that the previous messages and revelations have been partially misinterpreted over time, they are nevertheless all obliged, according to the Qur'an, to treat the older scriptures with the utmost respect.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam.  
· Key aspects of Islam.  
· Hagar.  There is no mention of Hagar in the Quran.  She is only found in Islamic secondary sources and Biblical narratives.  http://quransmessage.com/articles/abraham%20hagar%20FM3.htm
· From Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hagar_in_Islam), according to Muslim belief, Hagar was the Egyptian she was the daughter of Egyptian king and second wife of Abraham.  She was gifted to prophet Abraham from the king of Egypt.  Although not mentioned by name in the Qur'an, she is referenced and alluded to via the story of her husband.  She eventually settled in the Desert of Paran with her son Ishmael.  Hagar is honored as an especially important matriarch of monotheism, as it was through Ishmael that Muhammad would come.  
· Ishmael.  The first mention of the birth of Ishmael is found in surah 37:100-104 following Abraham’s destruction of his father’s and compatriots’ idols.  After the destruction of the idols Abraham prays, ‘O lord grant me a righteous son’; ‘So We gave him news of a clement son’ (37:100-101).  The clement son is Ishmael, and the next verses delve into the story of the intended sacrifice of Ishmael.  https://kulna.wordpress.com/2010/03/29/conflicting-narrativesa-comparative-analysis-of-ishmael-in-the-bible-and-quran/.  
· In Islam it is believed that Abraham is told to sacrifice his son Ishmael, though the Quran does not name the son, simply referring to him as Abraham's first-born.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishmael_in_Islam
· Ishmael and Hagar being taken to Mecca by Abraham in Islamic texts is an important part in the story of Ishmael, as it brings the focus to Mecca and is the beginning of Mecca’s sanctification as a holy area.  Islamic tradition says Abraham was ordered by God to take Hagar and Ishmael to Mecca, and later Abraham returned to Mecca to build the Kaaba.  
· Jesus in Quran.  https://carm.org/what-does-islam-and-quran-say-about-jesus
· Jesus was created.  
· Jesus was born of a virgin.  
· Jesus is no more than a messenger of Allah.  
· Jesus was given revelation by Allah.  
· Deny Jesus’ Crucifixion.  
· Deny Jesus is Son of God.  
· You are cursed if you say Jesus is God’s Son.  
· The Pillars of Islam are five basic acts in Islam, considered obligatory for all believers.  They are (1) the creed, (2) daily prayers, (3) almsgiving, (4) fasting during Ramadan and (5) the pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a lifetime if you are financially and physically able to.  
· Jihad.  Jihad means “to strive or struggle” (in the way of God).  Jihad, in its broadest sense, is “exerting one’s utmost power, efforts, endeavors, or ability in contending with an object of disapprobation.”  Depending on the object being a visible enemy, the Devil, and aspects of one’s own self (such as sinful desires), different categories of jihad are defined.  Jihad, when used without any qualifier, is understood in its military aspect.  Jihad also refers to one’s striving to attain religious and moral perfection.  Some Muslim authorities, especially among the Shi'a and Sufis, distinguish between the “greater jihad,” which pertains to spiritual self-perfection, and the “lesser jihad,” defined as warfare.  
· With about 1.6 billion followers or 23% of the global population, Islam is the second-largest religion by number of adherents and, according to many sources, the fastest-growing major religion in the world.  Most Muslims are of two denominations: Sunni (75–90%) or Shia (10–20%).  About 13% of Muslims live in Indonesia, the largest Muslim-majority country, 25% in South Asia, 20% in the Middle East, and 15% in Sub-Saharan Africa.  Sizable Muslim communities are also found in Europe, China, Russia, and the Americas.  

Wrapping up 
· Are we a free person?  
· What shall we do and what shall God do?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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