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Opening 
· Many people love astrology.  Do you?  Why or why not?  
· How about fortune cookies?  
· Do you have the experience of consulting a psychic or a medium?  If so, what did you ask?  Why did you seek help from them?  Out of curiosity?  Having a difficult issue to solve?  Seeking for direction?  What is God’s teaching on this?  Why?  
· If you know that you are in a bad condition, will you still continue to talk, do things or make decisions?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13)  

Saul and the Medium of En-dor (1 Samuel 28) 
· What happened?  Why did Saul consult the woman who was a medium?  What was the response that Saul received from the medium?  Why did she refuse Saul’s request at the first place?  Did you see how desperate Saul was?  
· What was Saul‘s response after consulting the medium?  What made Saul lose his throne?  In God’s eye, what is the most important thing for us to do?  Obedience!  Why is it so important?  
· 1 Sam 28:1–2 After David has been with Achish for over a year, the Philistines decide to attack Israel.  You and your men are to go out with me.  David, as a paid soldier for Achish, is naturally expected to participate in the attack.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 28:3–25 The story now shifts to King Saul’s visit to the medium at En-dor and returns to David and the Philistines in 29:1.  Saul faces overwhelming odds as the Philistines prepare to attack.  In desperation he apparently decides that the only one who can guide him is the deceased prophet Samuel.  This account shows that in some circumstances a medium may be able to contact the dead, but it stresses the wrongness of the practice.  First Chronicles mentions this incident as one reason for Saul’s death (1 Chron. 10:13–14).  ESV Study Bible.  
· “So Saul died for his breach of faith.  He broke faith with the Lord in that he did not keep the command of the Lord, and also consulted a medium, seeking guidance.  He did not seek guidance from the Lord.  Therefore the Lord put him to death and turned the kingdom over to David the son of Jesse.”  
· 1 Sam 28:3–4 Saul had put the mediums and the necromancers out of the land.  Mosaic laws forbade mediums and necromancers, who consult the spirits of the dead, as well as other forms of divination (Lev. 19:31; 20:27).  Saul’s action in banishing them shows that he knows this, yet now he will go ahead and consult a medium anyway.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves unclean by them: I am the Lord your God.”  
· “A man or a woman who is a medium or a necromancer shall surely be put to death.  They shall be stoned with stones; their blood shall be upon them.”  
· 1  Sam 28:6 “When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly.”  Should Saul rush to a decision at this terrifying time?  
· 1 Sam 28:6 By dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets were the allowable means of determining the will of the Lord.  The Lord did not answer because he had rejected Saul from being king (15:23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry.  Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has also rejected you from being king.”  
· 1 Sam 28:15–19 Then Samuel said to Saul.  The Bible text assumes that the spirit raised by the medium really is Samuel.  He is called “Samuel” in vv. 15–16.  He speaks much as he had spoken to Saul during his lifetime (compare vv. 16–18 with 15:18, 26–28: in both places, Samuel describes David as Saul’s “neighbor”).  He uses the name of the Lord seven times, and adds the true prophecy that Saul and his sons will die.  An evil spirit would not deliver a true prophecy or true words to Saul, as Samuel does here.  That the woman’s actions brought Samuel up is implied by 28:15, Why have you disturbed me?  Therefore, whatever the limits on a medium’s power normally were, in this case the Lord let her raise the spirit of Samuel himself.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· What would you do if you were Saul?  Would you seek the guidance of a medium?  Did you see the transition of Saul from a God-revering king to a self-centered king?  Why?  Power corrupts man?  What does this story tell us?  
· We all long for reputation, respect and glory.  However, these things can also be traps for us to fall.  What is your method to avoid this from happening?  It will be difficult by man’s determination.  If we know that all what we have are granted by God and if we receive them with a grateful heart, then it will be much easier when we face the test.  The thinking that we can earn and deserve the glory is the greatest barrier we need to overcome.  
· Is obedience easy in your life?  What is the most difficult thing for you to obey?  Why is it?  
· Saul had not followed God’s will, including hunting for the life of the future anointed king.  He realized his wrong-doing but did not repent.  His life remind us of how important it is to come back to God even if we made mistakes.  

The Philistines Reject David and David Defeats the Amalekites (1 Samuel 29, 30) 
· 1 Sam 27:1–30:31 David and his men finally gain some stability by serving the Philistine king Achish of Gath.  David pretends to be loyal to Achish by attacking various non-Israelite peoples in the area while giving the impression that he is attacking Israel itself (27:8–12).  When the Philistines prepare to attack Saul’s army, however, it seems that David is in danger of becoming an enemy of his own people.  But the Philistine leaders do not trust him in battle, so he and his men go back to their city of Ziklag (30:1).  On arrival, they find that Ziklag has been destroyed by the Amalekites.  David manages to pursue and destroy the raiders and gain much spoil, which he shares with the cities of Judah.  Meanwhile in ch. 28, as the Philistines prepare to invade, Saul seeks advice from the deceased Samuel through divination but receives only a prophecy of his own death.  ESV Study Bible.  

The Death of Saul (1 Samuel 31)
· What happened to Saul and his three sons?  Who were people of Jabesh Gilead?  What did Saul do for them before? (1 Samuel 11) 
· 1 Sam 31:1–13 The army of Israel is completely defeated, Saul’s sons are killed, Saul kills himself to avoid capture, and the Philistines take over the region.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 31:1 The events of this chapter directly follow those of Chapters 28 and 29.  The Philistines have left their camp at Shunem and are attacking the Israelite army on Mount Gilboa (see 28:4).  ESV Study Bible.  \
· 1 Sam 31:4 Philistines were Gentiles who were considered ‘unclean.’  Therefore, Saul did not want to die in their hands.  
· 1 Sam 31:11–13 Saul had saved Jabesh-gilead at the beginning of his reign (ch. 11), which the men of the city remembered.  They cross the Jordan and go about 10 miles (16 km) to Beth-shan.  The burning of bodies was usually considered desecration, but here the purpose may have been to keep them from further dishonor.  Bones.  Even after lengthy burning, large bones would remain.  David later reburied the bones (2 Sam. 21:12–14).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· In front of men, Saul was considered a hero.  He was tall and powerful, had constantly defeated enemies, and was determined.  It seemed that God struck him down for unimportant reasons.  The sad outcome of Saul tells us several things: 
1. God’s standard may be quite different from our standard.  This world may consider the most serious sins societal sins (against people) while in many places we found in Bible sin against God is way more serious.  Disobedience is a serious sin against God.  
2. God values man’s heart more than his appearance.  
3. Power corrupts man’s heart; money breeds man’s greed; and lust destroys man’s character.  We have to learn how to resist the temptation we face every day through the help of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8).  Never be overconfident on temptation and think that we are strong enough without God.  
4. God remember but is also willing to forgive all sins if we truly repent.  Time will not wash away our sins – forgiveness of God does.  Never harden our hearts since it will drive us farther away from God.

Wrapping up 
· From 1 Samuel, we learned the lives of Eli, Samuel, Saul and David.  What are the important lessons you received from Bible?  God has a plan for every one of us.  When we walk according to His will, our life becomes the most meaningful and fruitful in eternity.
· What are your favorite verses?  
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