1 Samuel 8.  The Desire for a King, 5/13/2016

Opening
· US presidential election is approaching its peak.  Whom do you support (although some of us cannot cast a vote)?  
· Do you think that a president of a country important?  Why or why not?  What are the qualities of an ideal president in your opinions?  
· Do you think democracy is the best political system for a country?  Why or why not?  If not, what is the best system in your opinion?  
· Prior to the time of Samuel, there were no kings but judges for Israelites.  What is the difference between a king and a judge?  
· If both represent leadership in the world, why didn’t God establish kingship in Israelites from the beginning but used judges instead?  
· When did China start to have kings?  Why?  
· When did China stop to have kings?  Why?  How about the current systems?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35) 
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13) 

Israel Demands a King (8:1-9) 
· Picture what happened.  Samuel’s two sons did not follow their father’s way.  What did they do?  
· Both Eli and Samuel had the same problem of educating their sons (even David had a similar problem for some of his sons).  What happened in their families then?  What can we learn from their failures?  
· A Biblical judge was “a ruler or a military leader as well as someone who presided over legal hearings.”  Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_judges
· Following the conquest of Canaan by Joshua until the formation of the first Kingdom of Israel (ca. 1150–1025 BC), the Israelite tribes formed a loose confederation.  No central government existed in this confederation; in times of crisis, the people were led by ad hoc chieftains, known as judges (shoftim).  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Sam 8:1–22 Transition to the Monarchy.  Chapter 8 is a turning point in OT history, marking Israel’s transition from judgeship to kingship.  Until now the people had depended on the Lord to raise up judges to lead them as needed, but now they want a monarchy. Samuel’s sons were causing problems, but instead of rejecting these hereditary judges and demanding that better judges be appointed, the people ask for a hereditary kingship.  As threats from their enemies resumed (v. 20; 9:16; 10:5; 12:12), they may have felt the need for stronger and more permanent leadership.  But the text suggests that they simply wanted to have their own king, “like all the nations” around them.  In doing so, they were rejecting the Lord as their true king (8:7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 8:1 he made his sons judges.  Samuel himself may have contributed to the problem by appointing his sons as judges.  There had not been hereditary judges before; Gideon had rejected the idea (Judg. 8:22–23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Judg. 8:22–23  Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.”  Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the Lord will rule over you.”
· 1 Sam 8:4–5 appoint for us a king . . . like all the nations.  Samuel had appointed judges.  The elders, recognizing his authority, ask for a king.  They want to exchange their unique position as the people of the incomparable God (2:2) to be “like all the nations.”  The law had given permission to appoint a king, but it was not a requirement (Deut. 17:14–20).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Deut. 17:14–20  “When you come to the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’  you may indeed set a king over you whom the Lord your God will choose.  One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you.  You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother.  Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’  And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.  
· 1 Sam 8:7 Their desire was for a form of kingship that denied their covenant relationship with the Lord, who himself was pledged to be their savior and deliverer.  In requesting a king “like all the other nations” they broke the covenant, rejected the Lord who was their king (12:12; Nu 23:21; Dt. 33:5) and forgot His constant provision for their protection in the past (10:18; 12:8-11).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why did they really want a king?  
· Why did God allow them to have a king?  
· What are the bad things of having kings?  
· Sinful nature of human beings – checks and balances.  

Samuel's Warning Against Kings (8:10-22) 
· What did the elders of the Israelites ask Samuel for?  Where did they come up with this idea?  Was Samuel happy about their request?  Why or why not?  Was God happy about the request?  What was the problem of having a king?  What were functions of a king (in Israelites’ thinking)?  How did God warn them of what might happen when they had a king?  Did God grant them the request?  Why or why not?  Should not God protect Israelites?  
· What were advantages to have a king?  Disadvantages?  Your answer might explain the request of the Israelites.  Do advantages outweigh disadvantages?  
· Here, we can clearly see that God was not happy about their request of a king.  Why did He still grant their request?  In our life, did we also do something like what Israelites did – insisting on our own agenda while waiting for God’s “approval”?  
· 1 Sam 8:9–18 The Lord told Samuel to solemnly warn the people about the ways of the king, since they so desperately wanted their own king.  Some of the things Samuel warned about were the normal cost of running a large central government, but others were clearly abuses of power (see note on vv. 14–15).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Which things were clearly abuses of power?  
· 1 Sam 8:12–13 The commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties were probably permanent officers over soldiers forced to serve.  The king will also force people to make weapons, prepare his food, and provide him with luxuries (perfumers and cooks and bakers).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 8:19–21 “We,” “us,” and “our” appear frequently in this short speech.  The king’s functions are (1) to give influence and status like all the nations; (2) to judge us (2 Sam. 15:2–4; 1 Kings 3:16–28; Psalm 72); and (3) to go out before us and fight our battles – that is, be a war leader (e.g., 1 Sam. 14:47–48).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 8:22 make them a king.  The Lord grants the people’s demands, even though it means that they have rejected him (v. 7).  By raising up David’s dynasty, God will bring good out of Israel’s sinful desire for a king.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Have you ever prayed for something that you really wanted while disasters or misfortunes came because you received it?  What did you do after that?  Did you wish God would not grant your request?  If God had not granted your wish, would you have been happier? Would you complain to Him for not listening your prayer?  Would you make the same mistake again? 
· Do you notice that such mistakes happen over and over again in human history?  What was the major problem?  Did we learn anything from the past?  
· What would be a reasonable procedure when we seek for God’s will?  What are the difficulties when we do so?  

Wrapping up 
· How would you compare Israelites’ expectation on Jesus to be a political and military leader with the people’s demand for a king here?  
· What is the position of God in our mind?  Have we selected a king for us?   Have we insisted on something instead of God?  What can we learn from this chapter?  
· When will Jesus be the King again?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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