1 Samuel 17.  David and Goliath, 7/8/2016

Opening
· When two countries are in battle, what are the determining factors for winning?  Do you know any upsets in history?  
· Have you been bullied by others?  Are they bigger or smaller than you – size-wise, position-wise or ..?  What is the feeling of being bullied?  How did you overcome the situation?  
· What are your difficulties in life?  What are your armor and weapons?  Nice suits or dresses?  Degrees?  Intelligence, maturity and wisdom?  Relationships with so and so?  How do you face these difficulties and have a meaningful and joyous life?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13) 

[image: The Battle at Elah]
The Battle at Elah.  Locations of the two camps and the escape route of Philistines.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]ESV Study Bible.  http://www.esvbible.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/map_09_05/

[image: David defeating Goliath]
David and Goliath – Can you describe Goliath’ armor and weapons? 
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/magazines/wp20081201/david-was-not-afraid/ 

Goliath (17:1-11)  
· What was the setting?  What happened?  What was Goliath’s height?  Can you describe his armor and weapons?  What did he do?  What was the response by Saul and his army?  
· What did Goliath reply on?  His strength and stature?  Good fighting skills?  Better armor and weapons?  
· 1 Sam 17:4–11 A champion in ancient Near Eastern literature is a man who steps out to fight between two battle lines.  Here Goliath offers to fight, on behalf of his side, against any champion that Israel will put forward.  A champion’s personal victory would amount to victory for his side (vv. 8–10).  Six cubits and a span is about 9 feet 9 inches (3 m).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion: 
· What did we rely on?  Our degrees?  Our intelligence?  Our knowledge?  Our wealth?  Our health?  Our social status?  How do you see your strengths?  

David visited Saul’s camp (17:12-30) 
· Who were Jesse’s sons in Saul’s camp?  Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah.  What was the reaction of Saul’s army when Goliath humiliated them?  Did anyone think that there was a chance for the Israelites to win the battle?  
· How many days was Saul’s army under stress?  40 days!  Could you imagine how stressful they were?  
· What was the center question raised by David?  Goliath defied the armies of the Living God.  David’s faith on God was revealed from his statement.  He experienced God’s deliverance from bears and lions.  
· Did David wear Saul’s armor when he fought against Goliath?  Why not?  Can man-made shield stronger than God’s shield?  How many bullets (stones) did David bring?  
· 1 Sam 17:25–26 Have you seen?  “You” is plural; the question is not directed toward David.  Armies of the living God.  To David, this battle is fundamentally spiritual (see vv. 45–47; see Eph. 6:12).  His father’s house refers to a person’s extended family, smaller than a tribe or clan, with 50 to 100 persons.  Free means exempt from taxes and other obligations to the palace.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 17:25 Is it good to marry king’s daughter?  President’s son?  
· 1 Sam 17:28 He burned with anger.  Eliab’s anger may arise from jealousy toward his brother and a sense of guilt for the defeatist attitude of the Israelites.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do we sometimes feel that we are in a weak position to serve God?  The opposition is so overwhelming.  The enemy is so strong.  Everything seems to go against our effort.  What are Goliaths for us today?  What would be our response?  

David fought with and killed Goliath (17:31-58) 
· Why was David willing to fight against Goliath?  What was Saul’s response?  Did Saul think that it was a good idea to let David fight against Goliath?  Why or why not?  What was the price to pay if David lost to Goliath?  How did God prepare David when he was a shepherd?  Was it easy to fight against a bear or a lion and kill it?  How did David see Goliath?  
· 1 Sam 17:44, 46 In Israel, being unburied and exposed to birds and beasts was considered worse than death itself (see 31:8–13; 2 Samuel 21; Ps. 79:2–3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 17:52 men of Israel and Judah.  There were divisions between Judah and the rest of Israel from the earliest time of the Davidic monarchy (see 11:8; 15:4; 2 Sam. 19:41–43).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 17:54 Jerusalem refers to a suburb in the area around Jerusalem, not the Jebusite walled city that David captured later (see 2 Sam. 5:6–9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 San 17:55 Whose son is that young man?  The seeming contradiction between vv. 55-58 and 16:16-23 may be resolved by noting that prior to this time David was not a permanent resident at Saul’s court (see v. 15 and 18:2), so that Saul’s knowledge of David and his family may have been minimal.  In addition, David becoming one of Saul’s armor-bearers may refer to a later time after David’s victory over Goliath (See 18:2).  Further, Saul may have been so incredulous at David’s courage that he was wondering if his family background and social standing might explain his extraordinary conduct.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· “David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied…”  This was David’s faith.  He knew he was on God’s side and he knew what he did was in God’s name.  
· How did you see the difficulties in your life?  How did you see the difficulties in the Church and the Bible Study?  
· How should we practice our faith as David did when he was young?  Are we willing to do that?  
· We should not say that God would always stand on our side to defeat our enemies as long as we have faith.  God had a higher plan for David and intervened this event miraculously (partially through His preparation of David as a shepherd).  If we know God’s will, yes – He will fulfill His plan as we pray with the right motivation.  However, we cannot treat this as a common rule that the weak will always defeat the strong as long as the weak is on God’s side.  We should not fall into the pitfall of prosperity theology.  

Wrapping up 
· God usually does not ask whether we can or cannot.  He only asks us if we are willing to follow Him or not.  Are we willing to follow God as David did?  What will be the first step to follow God?  Trust the One He sent - Jesus.  
· Do you sometimes feel the tasks that God gives you are too difficult?  Satan may try to persuade you that it will never be possible or it would not be worthy – like defeating Goliath.  How do you see yourself in a situation like this?  Could your faith be false faith?  How do you practice your faith (prepare yourself) in your daily life?  How can you defeat such Goliath?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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