1 Samuel 13, 14.  The war against Philistine, 6/10/2016

Opening
· Have you ever felt that God did not respond fast enough to your prayers or requests?  What did you do when that happened?  Why does God sometimes choose to delay answering our requests?  Do you think patience is important?  Why and why not?  
· As human beings, we sometimes are impatient for God’s plan.  How do we normally do when our children get impatient?  How do we teach our children the lesson of being patient?  
· Do you remember any historical wars that were favored on one side but won by the other?  Why was the result reversed? 
· How important is technology in warfare?  Give a few examples.  
· Have you sometimes felt helpless in your life?  What would you do when that comes?  Who is in control?  
· As parents, have you ever given bad instructions to your children?  Or as a kid, have your parents ever given bad instructions to you?  What did you do when that happened?  
· Have you ever offended God?  What did you do when you realized that was the case?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13) 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d2/Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg/720px-Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg.png]
Kingdoms in the 9th century BCE; Philistia is shown in Red
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philistines#/media/File:Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg

Saul Fights the Philistines and Saul's Unlawful Sacrifice (13:1-23) 
· Picture what happened.  
· How many soldiers did Saul and Johnathan have?  Between Philistines and Israelites who had more chance to win?  If you were a soldier of Saul, what would you do?  How do you know God will be on his side?  
· Saul did wait for Samuel and offered the burnt offering to God at Gilgal.  What were wrong?  What was the rule for offering to God?  
· Did what Saul said sound reasonable?  Why and why not?  If the excuses were reasonable, why couldn’t it be used to justify what he did?  
· What did Samuel say to Saul?  What would happen to Saul?  Do you think that it was fair to Saul?  What was Saul’s response?  Was Saul really sorry for what he did?  
· In preparing for battle, Saul disobeys God’s commands given through Samuel.  God cannot endure such a king over Israel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 13:1 The Hebrew text of this verse is difficult, and various solutions have been proposed.  One possibility is that some numbers, giving Saul’s age and length of reign, were lost from the text in the process of transmission.  Most Septuagint manuscripts lack this verse completely.  Acts 13:21 says that Saul reigned for “forty years.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· In ch. 9 Saul is described as a “young man,” but here he has a son who can command troops, and so a number of years may have passed.  
· 1 Sam 13:8–15 Saul knows he has done wrong, for he starts making excuses (vv. 11–12).  Saul is unable to trust and obey the word of the Lord, so instead he responds to circumstances or relies on religious ritual to gain God’s favor (see 14:24 and the incident in 4:3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Sam 13:9.  See 10:8.  
· 1 Sam 13:13–14 Saul fails to acknowledge the prophet’s higher role as God’s messenger (compare 15:11, 13, 19, 22–23).  He loses the kingship because of his disobedience.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 13:19–22 no blacksmith (in) Israel.  The Philistines apparently had been able to take over the production of the kind of metal (probably iron) needed for swords and spears.  This put the Israelites at a great disadvantage.  Thus the Israelite victory at Michmash (ch. 14) was certainly the Lord’s doing.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do we sometimes do foolish things?  What would be our response when we were corrected by others?  What would be your response if you were Saul?  
· What do you learn from this paragraph?  Be patient and wait for God’s timing.  Do not try to achieve God’s will via methods that do not please Him unless we are clearly told so by the Spirit.  

Jonathan Defeats the Philistines (14:1-23) 
· Picture what happened.  Jonathan and his armor bearer attacked Philistines and killed about 20 Philistines.  Such action led to the turmoil among Philistine.  Saul, his soldier and followers then defeated Philistines.  
· 1 Sam 14:1–52 This chapter focuses on Saul’s son Jonathan, who will become a friend of David.  Jonathan’s act of trust in this chapter is sandwiched between two examples of Saul’s disobedience (chs. 13 and 15).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 14:3 Among Saul’s people, priest Ahijah was specifically mentioned here.  Why?  
· Who was Ahijah?  Eli’s great grandson.  
· It was known that the Ark was with Israelites whenever they go out for battles to indicate God’s presence.  See more in v. 18.   
· 1 Sam 14:6 Did Jonathan have strong faith?  How did that show?  What was the price he was willing to pay for the faith?
· 1 Sam 14:15 What was the key factor of this victory?  God completely changed the situation.  The end of v15 was translated “It was a panic sent by God.” in some versions.  
· Greek: 地震動，是(來自)上帝的戰兢。https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=1+Sam&chap=14&sec=15&m=
· 1 Sam 14:18 The ark had apparently been brought from Kiriath-jearim to be with the army for some special reason.  Saul wanted Ahijah, who carried the sacred lots in the ephod, to cast the lots before the ark.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· We should remind ourselves how to live out faith, even when the situation seems to go against us.  God has the complete control over all things.  We have to humble ourselves in front Him and have faith in His plan unwaveringly.  He will lead us to a resting place.  

Saul's Rash Vow (14:24-52) 
· What happened?  Saul bound the Israelites under a vow “cursed be those who eat food before Israel avenges the enemies.”  Jonathan ate some honey without knowing such harsh vow.  
· Why did Saul set up this curse for the Israelites?  To show his determination?  
· Do you think that this pleased God? 
· 1 Sam 14:32–33 When evening comes (v. 34) and the people are once again free to eat (see v. 24), they are in such a hurry that they do not drain the blood properly from the animals they kill (v. 33).  Eating meat with blood is strictly prohibited in the law (Gen. 9:4; Lev. 17:10–14).  ESV Study Bible.  
· What situation did Saul’s vow lead to?  
· The Israelites were fainting; 
· The Israelites ate meat with blood; 
· Jonathan was cursed.  
· Saul lost the chance of further pursuing the Philistines.  
· 1 Sam 14:39 He shall surely die.  Saul assumes that the Lord does not answer Saul’s prior question (v. 37) because of some unknown sin (v. 38).  Just as it was Saul’s own poor decision to impose the ban on eating (v. 24), it is also his decision to kill the person, whoever it is, whose guilt has prevented the Lord from answering him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 14:41–42 give Urim. . . . give Thummim. . . . Cast the lot.  The Urim and Thummim (or just Urim) are mentioned also in Ex. 28:30; Num. 27:21; Deut. 33:8; 1 Sam. 28:6; and Ezra 2:63.  They may have been two stones of two different colors, one representing a positive and the other a negative answer, that were kept in the “breastpiece of judgment” of the priest’s ephod (see Ex. 28:30; Lev. 8:8).  They were the only legitimate means of directly seeking a “yes” or “no” answer from the Lord, apart from God’s speaking directly to people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 14:45 Shall Jonathan die? . . . Far from it! As the Lord lives . . .The people use the same oath that Saul used in v. 39.  They obviously think God spoke much more clearly in Jonathan’s victory than in Saul’s foolish oath (v. 24).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you learn from Saul’s mistake?  When we force our personal agenda on others, sometimes it can cause unnecessary tension in a group.  When believers have a unified vision granted by God, blessings from God will start to flow.  Zeal for Christ should be directed through a unified instead of splitting manner.  It does not mean driving vision is not acceptable in God’s kingdom but has to be carefully conducted.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  
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