1 Samuel 18-19.  David and Goliath, 7/15/2016

Opening
· What is “功高震主”?  
· So great is one's achievements as to make one's boss feel uneasy or insecure.  
· 《史记·淮阴侯列传》：“臣闻勇略震主者身危，而功盖天下者不赏。”  
· 我的能力比老闆好，該怎麼辦？  
· 職場上，避免功高震主的3大策略。  http://www.businessweekly.com.tw/KBlogArticle.aspx?id=11895.  
· 你功高震主的5個跡象。  http://www.cw.com.tw/article/article.action?id=5075808.  
· Have you been opposed by someone for no reason or out of jealousy?  How did you deal with the situation?  
· What is “借刀杀人”?  
· Kill with a Borrowed Sword.  http://language.chinadaily.com.cn/trans/2011-04/19/content_12354957.htm.  
· Historical background: 楚國的大將伯郤宛出征吳國，凱旋回來，楚昭王非常高興，不但把戰利品賞賜一半給他，而且，從此特別看重他，國家大小事，都找他商量。大臣費無極看在眼底，心裡很不是滋味！於是心中暗暗決定：「嗯！看來我只有和鄢將師將聯合起來，除去伯郤宛，才能穩固自己的地位。」 ..  http://www.abc-school.com.tw/kids/h/story2/s20.htm
· 借刀杀人是兵法三十六計的第三計，比喻不是透過自己，而是假借別人的手去害人。https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%80%9F%E5%88%80%E6%9D%80%E4%BA%BA.  
· Your experience?  
· What is “Bride price” (聘礼)?  What are bride prices today in China?  Why?  Are they reasonable?  In ancient China?  
· Do you remember our discussion last Friday?  What was the outcome of the fighting between David and Goliath?  Why was a young un-trained shepherd able to defeat a giant, skillful soldier?  It is all God’s work!  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13) 

David and Jonathan's Friendship (18:1-5)  
· After defeating Goliath, how did Saul treat David?  How did David perform at his position?  Who was Jonathan?  How was his relationship with David?  
· Defeating Goliath is a transition of David’s life and peoples’ view on him.  This brought him fame as well as dangers.  We will see how David dealt with the situation.  Do you remember the reactions of Israelites when Saul was anointed to be king?  Was his kingship received well by Israelites?  What was Saul’s reaction?  
· 1 Sam 18:3–4 he loved him as his own soul.  Jonathan would eventually give up any claim to the throne for David’s sake (23:17) and would even risk his life for David (20:30–33).  Jonathan . . . gave his robe and other symbols of royal power to David.  Perhaps unintentionally, Jonathan’s actions foreshadowed the transfer of the kingship to David.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion: 
· What can you say about the sizes of Saul, Jonathan and David?  

Saul's Jealousy of David and David Marries Michal (18:6-30)
· What was people’s comment on David and Saul?  What was Saul’s response to such a comment?  
· What does the “evil (harmful) spirit of God” (v10) mean?  If God is completely holy, would that be possible?  Do you think it is fair to Saul?  Were Saul’s perspectives of the kingship different in his early time and now?  What were the differences?  What was the original purpose of having a king?  What was God’s warning?  What was the trap (temptation) of being a king?  Did you see the same situation in human societies today?  Do you have a solution for this?  
· What did Saul treat David after he knew people’s comment?  What was position he assigned to David?  What was his purpose?  How did David perform?
· What was Saul’s original promise for those who killed Goliath?  Did he honor his promise?  
· What was Saul’s plot against David when he had his second daughter (Michal) married David?  
· What were David’s responses to Saul and Saul’s attendants?  Was it wise to do so?  Why or why not?  Did you see something in common when the power came to Saul and David?  
· 1 Sam 18:10 A harmful spirit from God rushed upon Saul.  Though God himself never does evil, he sometimes uses evil agents to accomplish his purposes (such as the Babylonians conquering Israel, or sinful people crucifying Christ).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 18:17 fight the Lord’s battles.  See 17:47.  Saul tried to use David’s commitment to God to get him killed by the Philistines.  Saul’s plotting shows little faith in the Lord, for he thought the Philistines could defeat David even though “the Lord was with him” (18:12).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 18:20–21 that she may be a snare for him.  Saul agrees to let his daughter Michal marry David.  Saul hopes that he can use her to destroy David.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 18:25 The bride-price was normally money, but since David could not afford what was due a king’s daughter, the king let him display his bravery instead.  The Philistines had foreskins because they were “uncircumcised.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What was Saul afraid of?  If you were Saul, what would you do with David?  What are the common mistakes that we might make when God richly blesses us?  More greedy?  Increased pride?  
· 功高震主?  Was David aware of that?  
· How could David escape from Saul’s traps so many times?  
· What can you see from verses 28 and 29?  Saul actually was against God.  

Saul Tries to Kill David I (19:1-17) 
· Why did Johnathan speak for David?  Would David become a threat to Johnathan in term of succeeding the kingship?  How did Johnathan persuade Saul?  (1) David had never wronged but benefitted Saul; (2) Saul had witnessed God’s help for David to have victory against Philistine; and (3) Saul should not kill David for no reason - leading Saul to focus on God’s kingdom.
· 1 Sam 19:4 Jonathan appeals to Saul the king on the basis of a king’s obligation to do justice (see 25:31).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 19:5 took his life in his hand.  Jonathan reminds Saul that David has risked his life for Israel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 19:13 The image here was of human size and shape; contrast Laban’s smaller household gods in Gen. 31:19, 34–35.  ESV Study Bible.  
· ESV.  Michal took an image (or a household god) and laid it on the bed and put a pillow of goats' hair at its head and covered it with the clothes.  
· NIV.  Then Michal took an idol and laid it on the bed, covering it with a garment and putting some goats’ hair at the head.
· 米 甲 把 家 中 的 神 像 放 在 床 上 ， 头 枕 在 山 羊 毛 装 的 枕 头 上 ， 用 被 遮 盖 。
· Hebrew.  米甲拿家中的神像擺在床上，在它的頭部位置擺山羊毛枕頭，(然後)用外衣蓋住。(某種偶像,與占卜用的器具) (idolatry, idols, image(s), teraphim, family idol, a kind of idol used in household shrine or worship).  https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=1+Sam&chap=19&sec=13&m=.  
· Discussion 
· 借刀杀人?  Was David aware of that?  
· How should we help reconcile relationships between brothers and sisters?  

Saul Tries to Kill David II (19:18-24) 
· What happened after Saul had promised Johnathan?  How did God protect David?  Was it supposed to be a common situation?  Why would God take the special action to protect David?  
· 1 Sam 19:23–24 he too prophesied before Samuel.  The Spirit of God came on Saul to take away his self-control and turn his hostility to prophetic praise.  Even the will of the king is subject to the Lord’s will.  And he too stripped off his clothes.  The aggressive, angry king is humbled, even comically humiliated, before the power of the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· If you were David, what would you do when facing such a situation?  
· If you were Johnathan, how would you treat David?  Would you be good friend with David?  
· How did Saul treat David, Jonathan and Samuel?  
· How did David treat Saul, Jonathan and Samuel?  
· What can we learn from the above relationship?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Were David and Jonathan Homosexual Lovers?  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_and_Jonathan.  

Wrapping up 
· When God calls us to serve Him, sometimes we may face the same situation as David did (the period of God’s preparation).  How should we adjust our mentality and listen to Him carefully?  Keeping a close relationship with God is the key to help us go through the challenges.  
· What are your favorite verses?  

Peter Luh, Mu-Ping Nieh, Chunlong Liu, Zheng Liu, Wei Zhong, and Abby Lau, 7/14/2016 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2016
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