1 Samuel 1:1-2:11 The faith of Hanna (the birth of the last judge – Samuel), 4/15/2016

Opening
· Have you been following the presidential election?  What do you think?  
· How do you think about democracy?  What are other forms of government?  Which one do you like?   
· For ancient Israel, we are talking about the period of the judges and the period of the monarchy.  
· Is it good to have multiple wives in a family?  Why or why not?  
· What are the roles of priests?  What would be a good priest?  
· What are the roles of pastors?  What would be a good pastor?  
· What are the roles of Christians?  What would be a good Christian?  
· How should we pray?  Have some of your prayers answered?  What were your responses?  

Introduction to Galatians.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Author and Date.  The author or authors of 1 and 2 Samuel are not known.  These books recount the stories of Samuel, Saul, and David.  Saul’s reign began between 1050–1030 b.c. and ended in 1010.  David then reigned until 971.  The books were probably written soon after the end of his reign.  
· Purpose.  The purpose of 1 Samuel is to highlight two major events: the establishment of the monarchy in Israel (chs. 8–12); and the rise of David to be king after Saul (chs. 16–31).  After ruling for a while, Saul was rejected by the Lord in favor of David (chs. 15–16), though Saul stayed on the throne until his death at Mount Gilboa (ch. 31).  Later, in 2 Samuel 7, God promises David and his house an eternal dynasty.  The book of 1 Samuel establishes the principle that obedience to the word of God is the necessary condition for a king to be acceptable to the God of Israel.  
· Themes.  ESV Study Bible.  
· God’s kingship.  God is King of the universe and always has been.  No human king can assume kingship except as a deputy of the divine King.  
· God’s providential guidance.  God providentially and individually guided the lives of chosen people such as Hannah, Samuel, and David.  Even the life of Saul was in God’s providential care (see 1 Sam. 9:16).  God’s timing is always perfect (see 1 Samuel 9 and the end of 1 Samuel 23), for he is the Lord of history.
· God’s sovereign will and power.  God chooses or rejects people according to his absolute sovereign will and purpose.  He may change his way of dealing with individuals according to his plan and purpose, but his decision is always just and right.  At the same time, he is merciful and gracious.  

[image: The Setting of 1 Samuel]
 Geographical setting of 1 Samuel

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17)
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22)
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35)
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13)

The Birth of Samuel (1:1-20) 
· 1 Sam 1:1–28 These verses record the birth and dedication of Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 1:3 The Lord of hosts.  This is the first appearance in the Bible of the title “the Lord of hosts,” to whom Elkanah sacrifices and Hannah prays (v. 11) at Shiloh.  The title is used in Samuel several times and very frequently in the Psalms and the Prophets.  “Hosts” can refer to any large group of items such as heavenly bodies (Isa. 40:26), angelic beings (Josh. 5:14), the armies of Israel (1 Sam. 17:45), or all creatures (Gen. 2:1).  Shiloh is 20 miles (32 km) north of Jerusalem.  The tent of meeting was set up there in Josh. 18:1.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 1:4 portions.  Elkanah’s sacrifice is a peace offering.  Parts of the sacrificial animal are burned, parts are given to the priest, and parts are eaten by the people who brought the sacrifice (Lev. 7:11–36; see also 1 Sam. 2:12–17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 1:11 I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life may mean that Hannah will dedicate her son as a Nazirite.  According to Numbers 6, people could make a special vow to separate themselves to serve the Lord for a time.  This involved letting no razor touch one’s head, eating and drinking nothing from the grapevine, and not going near a dead body.  Hannah mentions only the razor in the text, but that probably stood for the entire vow.  According to Lev. 27:1–8, a person as young as a month old could be given to the Lord with such a vow.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 1:17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition that you have made to him.” – How could Eli be so confident?  
· 1 Sam 1:20 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Samuel can mean “name of God” or “offspring of God.”  Samuel bore the name of God, who gave him to Hannah.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for “Heart of God.”  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is it good to have multiple wives in a family?  What can be said about Elkanah and about his wives?  How about Abraham and his wives?  
· What can you say about Hannah’s faith – her facing insults, her prayers, persistence, and behaviors upon granting request?  
· How do we trust God in our daily life?  

Samuel Given to the Lord (1:21-28) 
· 1 Sam 1:22 It was customary in the East to nurse children for three years or longer since there was no way to keep milk sweet.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What was Hannah’s response after having Samuel?  
· What Hannah requested and obtained, she did not grab Samuel as her own.  However, she offered him to God.  
· How could Hannah have faith to give Samuel to Eli, who could not even teach his own sons?  
· Have some of our prayers answered?  What were our responses?  
· After getting a job, are we too much occupied by it and have no time to worship not mentioning to serve the Lord?  

Hannah's Prayer (2:1-11) 
· 1 Sam 2:1–10 Hannah’s song is very similar to the prayer of Mary in Luke 1:46–56.  There are also many similarities to psalms and other passages of the OT – especially Psalm 113.  The reference to the “king” in 1 Sam. 2:10 looks forward to the rest of 1 Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 2:6 Sheol.  The place of the dead.  God also raises up a soul from Sheol (compare Ps. 30:3).  He has authority over the dead as well as the living.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How can you summarize Hannah’s prayer?  
· Sam 2:21.  Indeed the Lord visited Hannah, and she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters.  And the boy Samuel grew in the presence of the Lord.  What do you think?  

Wrapping up 
· What can we learn from Hannah?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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