1 Samuel 15.  The fall of Saul, 6/17/2016

Opening
· If a gambler prays to God to win so that he can offer more to his church.  What do you think?   
· In Chinese tradition, “honoring parents” (孝順父母) is one of the most important virtues.  In your opinion, what is the most important act of honoring parents?  
· What is the most important virtue for God’s people?  
· Observing laws?  Praying?  Doing what God asked to do?  Having knowledge of God?  
· Loving Him, understanding Him and listening to Him?  
· Is God merciful and loving?  In the Old Testament time?  
· At the time of Noah?  At the time of Abraham – Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah?  
· At the final judgment time?  
· How about now?  
· Will God regret what he did?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13) 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d2/Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg/720px-Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg.png]
Kingdoms in the 9th century BCE; Philistia is shown in Red
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philistines#/media/File:Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg

The Lord Rejects Saul (15:1-23)  
Background Information
· Amalekites (Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalek) 
· Amalek refers to the grandson of Esau, the descendant nation of Amalekites, and the territories of Amalek which they inhabited.  The Amalekites was a nomadic tribe which lived in the Negev, in the land called Edom.  Amalek appears in the genealogy of Esau (Gen. 36:12, 16; 1 Chr. 1:36) who was the chief of an Edomite tribe (Gen. 36:16).  Amalek was the first of all nations to war against Israel when they came out of Egypt).  
· The Destruction of the Amalekites (http://www.rationalchristianity.net/amalekites.html)  
· The Amalekites attacked the Israelites without apparent provocation as they were traveling during the Exodus (Ex 17:8).  "When you were weary and worn out, they met you on your journey and cut off all who were lagging behind" (Dt 25:17-18).  They later attacked Israel during the time of the Judges (Jdg 3:13) and often raided the Israelites' land after they had planted crops, leaving them with nothing (Jdg 6:2-5).  God punished the Amalekites by ordering Saul to destroy them (1 Sam 15:2-3) - over 300 years after they had first attacked Israel.  During that time, the Amalekites had contact with the Israelites and would have heard about God.  They could have repented and changed their ways, but they continued to raid and plunder other cities up to the time of Saul and David (1 Sam 30:1-3).  The Amalekites that Saul and David warred against were clearly no better than their ancestors who had first waylaid Israel.  
· The Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven” (Exodus 17:14).  “Blot out the memory of Amalek” refers to the extinction of the descendants of Amalek.  God wanted the incidents to be remembered, so that future generations would realize that God, not the Israelites, defeated the Amalekites and avenged their unjust treatment of others.  
· The Amalekites presumably would have been wiped out by Saul in 1 Samuel 15 if he had followed God's instructions.  He did destroy the city of Amalek, but other raiding parties/nomadic bands of Amalekites survived.  These were defeated by David in 1 Samuel 30 with the exception of a few hundred who escaped (30:17).  The remnant of the Amalekites were finally destroyed by the Israelites many years later (1 Chr 4:43).  
· The revenge was in fact punishment from God on an unrepentant nation.  As noted above, they were given ample time to change their ways.  While it was the descendants of the original attackers who were punished, they led the same evil lifestyle that their ancestors had (and possibly one that was worse - in dealing with evil nations in the OT, God often withheld punishment until their wickedness reached a particularly high level).  Furthermore, it was God who was avenging the Israelites, not the Israelites themselves.  God, who has perfect knowledge, wisdom and justice, has the authority to avenge; humans, including the Israelites, do not have this authority.  
· Kenite (Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenite)    
· The Kenites were a nomadic clan in the ancient Levant.  One of the most recognized Kenites is Jethro, a priest in the land of Midian.  They played an important role in the history of ancient Israel.  The Kenites were coppersmiths and metalworkers.  Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, was a shepherd and a priest in the land of Midian.  Judges 1:16 says that Moses had a father-in-law who was a Kenite, but it is not clear from the passage if this refers to Jethro.  Certain groups of Kenites settled among the Israelite population, including the descendants of Moses’ brother-in-law, although the Kenites descended from Rechab maintained a distinct, nomadic lifestyle for some time.  

God’s Command for Saul to Punish Amalekites (15:1-9) 
· Picture what happened.  
· What was God’s instruction and command?  What was the reason?  How was the command delivered to Saul?  Did Saul fully understand the command?  
· What did Saul do?  Did Saul follow God’s instruction?  Why or why not?  Was this a serious fault?  Why or why not?
· 1 Sam 15:2 what Amalek did to Israel.  The Amalekites were a nomadic tribe that inhabited the desert south of Judah (Num. 13:29).  They attacked Israel at Rephidim (Ex. 17:8), and the Lord declared war on them (Ex. 17:14–16; Deut. 25:17–19).  They joined other groups against Israel in Num. 14:41–45; Judg. 3:13; 6:3; 10:12.  Later, they attacked David’s city of Ziklag (1 Samuel 30), and David subdued them in 2 Sam. 8:12.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 15:3 devote to destruction.  This usually meant that all living things – men, women, children, and livestock – were to be killed.  This was done partly to protect Israel from the influence of paganism.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 15:4 Although the army of Judah is mentioned separately (as also in 11:8), it seems that Judahites in general considered themselves part of the larger nation.  Judah was near the Amalekites and must have been particularly affected by their raids (30:14).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 15:6 Kenites.  Moses’ father-in-law Jethro was a Kenite (Judg. 1:16).  He and his son had been helpful to the Israelites (Exodus 18; Num. 10:29–32).  Depart; . . . lest I destroy you with them.  The Kenites had settled among the Amalekites.  Saul’s action in this situation is admirable.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion: 
· Do we sometimes do the same was what Saul did here?  Why?  
· We need to be careful about our actions – not taking advantages over those who were weak, and need to understand the purpose of a command before carrying it out. 

Saul attacked Amalekites but did not completely carry out God’s instruction (15:10-35) 
· What happened?  
· God “regretted” to make Saul a king since he turned away from His way.  Saul intended to cover his incomplete actions.  He gave a reason that the best sheep and cattle were for the offering to God.  Samuel announced God’s decision on Saul’s kingdom, which would be taken away from him and given to another.  
· What was Saul’s response to God’s decision?  What was the difference as compared to his initial attitude when he was anointed?  What can we learn from this?  
· It is interesting to see Saul used two times of “your God.”  It seemed that God has no relationship with him and Saul finished the mission out of unwillingness.  Was Saul in a good relationship with God?  Did he understand God’s heart?  
· 1 Sam 15:11 I regret (also vv. 29, 35).  Here, as in Gen. 6:6, the Lord “regrets” something.  This means that God feels genuine sorrow when contemplating Saul’s sin.  It does not mean that God thinks his decision to make Saul king was a mistake in his plans for history (see Isa. 46:9–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 15:15 Saul’s excuse for his disobedience (the people spared) contrasts with the facts (“Saul and the people spared,” v. 9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 15:22 The Lord himself does not need sacrifices like the gods of other religions.  Rather, the people need to bring sacrifices in order to approach the holy God (see Leviticus 1–5).  Even the best sacrifice without obedience gains nothing.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 15:28 The term this day is used in a legal sense: the rejection is final and has already taken effect (see Ruth 4:9–10; Ps. 2:7).  In God’s sight, the kingdom has already been torn from Saul and given to someone else (past tense), though the actual act is yet to come.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 15:29 Verses 11 and 35 say that God regretted making Saul king, while here Samuel denies that God will ever lie or have regret.  The term for “have regret” can be translated “relent” or “change one’s mind” (e.g., Ex. 32:14; Num. 23:19; Ps. 106:45; Jonah 3:9–10) or “have pity or compassion” (Deut. 32:36; Judg. 2:18;Ps. 135:14) as well as “be sorry” or “have regret” (see Gen. 6:6–7).  Thus the term as used in 1 Sam. 15:11, 35 describes God’s own feeling of sorrow that Saul had turned out as he did.  In v. 29, God will not change his mind concerning a decision once he has made it.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Regret, in verses 11, 29 and 35.  Hebrew.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=1+Sam&chap=15&sec=11&m= 
· 05162	動詞，未完成式. 單陽.	安慰、憐恤，憐憫、反悔、遺憾、悲傷.  
· Discussion 
· Did Saul actually repent when he said “I have sinned”?  What was he afraid of?  Losing face in front of people.  
· How to cover a lie?  With ten lies?  Can we see something in this chapter?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What do you think about Samuel in this chapter?  Was he brave?  Was he afraid?  
· According to Samuel, what was the most important thing in God’s mind?  Is this still true today?  As Christians, we all know that we should obey God.  Is it easy to obey God?  What does it take?  Overcoming our pride, selfishness and discomfort, facing high uncertainty, possible failure and unexpected outcome.  Is it risky to put our life in God’s hand?  What was the first sin in human being?  Do we sometimes think we are smarter than God?  Do we sometimes feel that our plan is better than God’s?  
· Saul’s story is a warning to us that our service to the Lord is not based on personal preference but His request.  
· Interestingly, in the book of Esther, Haman was a descendant of Agag, the king of the Amalekites.  Esther 3:10: “So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews.”  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  
· Romans 12:2.  “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

Peter Luh, Mu-Ping Nieh, Koh Han Seow, Chunlong Liu, Abby Lau, Shiqi Yin, Xiao Zhou, Wei Zhong and Zheng Liu, 6/16/2016 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2016
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