1 Samuel 9.  The Rise of Saul, 5/20/2016

Opening
· Can you name some of the good kings in the Chinese or Western history?  Why were they good?  How did they come into power?  
· Is it easy to be the first king of a dynasty while being good?  Why or why not?  
· Can you name some of the bad kings?  Why were they bad?  
· How did Queen Elizabeth think of her position in front of God in her autobiography?  
· Have you ever been a leader of a group?  Did people in the group like you?  
· Is it easy to be a leader?  A good leader?  What are the characteristics of a good leader?  
· How about a bad leader?  
· What is honeymoon?  What usually happens after the honeymoon period ended?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35) 
· 1 Sam 9:1–15:35 The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13) 

Saul Chosen to Be King (9:1-27) 
· Picture what happened.  Which tribe was Saul from?  What was the appearance of Saul?  Would that qualify him to be a king in people’s minds?  How did Saul meet Samuel?  Was this event in God’s control?  What was Saul’s response to Samuel’s message of him being a king?  Was it openly announced?  Why or why not?  
· 1 Sam 9:1  Benjamin, according to biblical tradition, one of the 12 tribes that constituted the people of Israel, and one of the two tribes (along with Judah) that later became the Jewish people.  The tribe was named after the younger of two children born to Jacob (also called Israel) and his second wife, Rachel.  Encyclopedia Britannica
	(http://www.britannica.com/topic/Benjamin-Hebrew-tribe).  
· After the death of Moses, Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land and, dividing the territory among the 12 tribes, assigned south-central Palestine to the tribe of Benjamin.  Members of the tribe were separated when two distinct kingdoms were established after the death of King Solomon (922 bc) and the territory of Benjamin was divided between them.  Jews belonging to the 10 tribes of the northern kingdom of Israel disappeared from history after the Assyrian conquest of 721 bc and are known in legend as the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel.  Benjaminites in the southern kingdom of Judah were assimilated by the more powerful tribe of Judah and gradually lost their identity.  Modern Jews thus consider themselves to be descendants of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin or are classed as Levites to indicate an affinity with the religious functionaries who at one time exercised the priesthood in ancient Israel.  
· Saul, the first of Israel’s kings, and Paul the Apostle were both of the tribe of Benjamin.  
· 1 Sam 9:2 
· ESV.  “From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.”  
· NIV.  “He was a head taller than anyone else.”  
· Hebrews.  “從他的肩膀以上高過眾百姓。” (https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=1+Sam&chap=9&sec=2&m=)
· 1 Sam 9:12 As they prepared to enter Canaan, the Israelites were told to destroy all the “high places” of the Canaanites (Num. 33:52).  However, worship of the Lord at such places was allowed before the time of the temple (1 Kings 3:2, 4).  Such worship sites were often built on hills or mountains to represent the power of the Lord (or of a pagan deity).  After the temple was built, worship at these high places was no longer acceptable (2 Kings 23:15).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 9:24 the cook took up the leg.  The leg was the priest’s portion (Ex. 29:27).  Saul is told in 1 Sam. 10:4 to accept bread that probably was originally intended as an offering and would have been eaten by the priests (see Num. 18:8).  These are indications of the sacredness of his kingship.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Most of time, we tend to judge people by their appearances.  Being handsome and strong or raising from a noble family may result in a good impression on others.  What are other important traits you think that a good leader should have?
· Humbleness, acceptance of others, kindness, braveness, always encouraging to others, decisiveness – Did Saul have these qualities?
· God used lost donkeys to lead Saul to Samuel.  Sometimes, transition or loss in life serves a similar function – drawing us to God.  We just have to be sensitive enough.  
· Saul was humble about his low social (tribal) status – a good starting point and a virtue God approves.  God promises that He will help those who are humble in numerous places in the Bible (Psalms 18:27, 25:9, 147:6, Proverbs 3:34…).  God works through our submissive humbleness to reach out to others so that His glory can be revealed.  However, many become arrogant later instead of being continue to humble after they are exalted by the Lord (including Saul).  It is a good lesson for us to learn.

Saul Anointed King (10:1-27) 
· What happened?  How was Saul chosen to be the first king?  What was his response?  Was he willing to take the leadership initially?  What was the response of the Israelites?  Did they all agree this decision in unison?  Why or why not?
· 1 Sam 10:1 the Lord has anointed you.  This is a private anointing.  Later Samuel will demonstrate publicly, by casting lots, that Saul has been chosen by the Lord (see vv. 17–27).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 10:2 Rachel's tomb.  Rachel, Jacob’s favorite wife, had died on the road to Bethlehem while giving birth to Benjamin.  Her tomb had become a notable landmark (see Ge 35:20).  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 10:3 Great tree.  A large tree was often a conspicuous point of reference for pilgrims and other travelers.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 10:7 “這兆頭臨到你，你就可以趁你的手所能找到的去做，因為上帝與你同在。”  (https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=1+Sam&chap=9&sec=2&m=)
· 1 Sam 10:9–10 Saul is given another heart and he prophesies.  This is possible because the Spirit of God rushed upon him (see v. 6; 11:6).  Later the Spirit of the Lord “departed from Saul” (16:14; 18:12).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 10:24 Long live the king!  At last Saul is publicly and officially presented and accepted by the people as the king.  Here Samuel says that the Lord has chosen Saul, while in12:13 he says to the people, “you have chosen.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· If you were Saul, what would you feel being the first king of the Israelites?  We might understand why Saul reacted the calling initially.  
· Now, although we do not have kings in our society or at church, high authority still exists in the society and at church.  What is the right attitude of being at a position of high authority, e.g., as a president, a pastor, a deacon, an elder…?  
· What would people normally do when they are raised to a high position but people do not look up to them?  What would you do if you are at such a position?  Our response may reflect our faith in God who lifts us in such a position.  

Saul Defeats the Ammonites and the Kingdom Is Renewed (11:1-25) 
· Picture what happened.  Who invaded Israel?  Ammonites invaded Jabeth Gilead, a city at east of Jordan River allocated in land belonged to the tribe of Gad – see map.  What was the invasion about?  
· What was Saul doing when he heard what happened?  Returning from the field – meaning the kingship is not established, Saul was still working as a commoner.  What did Saul do?  
· Did all Israelites follow Saul?  How many of them following him?  Did they win the battle?  
· What happened after the battle?  What did Israelites want to do?  Revenging on those who were against Saul.  What was Saul’s response? 
· Discussion 
· When people are against you for something that was proven right on your side, what would be your response to those them?  
· How did God lead Saul to become a king, although He did not like the proposed idea by the Israelites to have a king?  

Wrapping up 
· What do you learn about the characteristics of a good leader?  What is the basis of the establishment of any worldly leadership?  Only when we understand all the authorities are established by God, we can truly respect others and submit ourselves to those who have the authority over us willingly.  
· How did God prepare Saul?  How does God lead today’s church?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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