1 Samuel 23:14-24.  David Sparing Saul’s Life, the First Time, 7/29/2016

Opening 
· Have you ever been falsely accused or mistreated by others?  
· What was your feeling?  What was your response?  Did you want to revenge against him or her?  
· How do you see that event now?  
· Have you heard about “Thick Black Theory” or “厚黑學”?  What does it mean?  Is it a valid theory?  
· The ruthless and hypocritical means men use to obtain and hold power.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thick_Black_Theory.  
· Have you seen or experienced such things?  
· Have you seen such things in 2016 Presidential Election?  
· How many ways to say going to the restroom for bowel movement, both in Chinese and in English?  
· Defecation.  Shitting.  Bowel movement.  Laxation.  Excretion.  Relieving oneself.  Going to the ladies’ room.  Going to the men’s room.  
· 大便, 排便, 大解, 上厕所, 如厕
· How would the Bible say?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13)  

The fugitive life of David (1 Samuel 21-23:13) 
· How was the fugitive life of David?  Briefly describe to serve as a background for 1 Samuel 23:14-24.  
· David and Johnathan reestablished the covenant.  It was dangerous for David to meet with Johnathan in such a situation.  Imagine so many Saul’s soldiers were searching for him.  Yet he went to meet with Saul’s son.  

Saul Pursues David (23:14-29)
· What was the setting?  
· Saul sought to kill David with the help of Ziphites.  Who were in the story?  Saul, David and Ziphites.  Where was it?  Desert of Maon.  
· How did God save David from Saul?  Distracting Saul using Philistines’ attack.  
· How do you see the situation from Saul’s aspect?  How many times did Saul try to kill David but was unsuccessful?  Why did he keep on doing this even when he knew it was against God’s plan?  What blinded him?  What made his heart hardened after so many unsuccessful attempts?  
· 1 Sam 23:16–18 Though David’s situation is much worse than in ch.20, Jonathan sees even more clearly than before that David will be king.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 23:19 The Ziphites were Judahites, but they apparently were not happy to have David and his men in the area.  David composed Psalm 54 in response to this occasion.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 23:27 The raid by the Philistines was undoubtedly caused by the Lord to save David at the last minute.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion: 
· Would you do the same thing as what Ziphites did then?  
· Did you experience God’s salvation when you were in danger?  Did you think that way at that time?  By luck or being helped by some super natural power?  
· Would we do the same thing today as what Saul did to David then?  “Thick Black Theory” or trusting in God?  

David Spares Saul's Life (24:1-22) 
· What was the setting of this story?  
· How many people were seeking David?  Would it be an easy for David to escape?  What happened to David and Saul?  
· What did David do after being mistreated by Saul so severely?  What did he feel after doing so?  “Conscience-stricken.”  Verse 24:11 showed that David had no intention to harm Saul.  Why did he feel conscience-stricken then?  Possibly he felt that Saul was the anointed king by God, and such action was disrespectful to God’s anointed person. 
· What was the reason why David did not kill Saul?  
· His kindness?  His love for Johnathan?  His fear of God?  Was David’s interaction with Saul dangerous to himself?  
· What would you do under such a circumstance?  Kill Saul – achieving God’s will?  Capture him?  Run away?  
· Three categories of Jews were anointed: Kings, Priests and Prophets.  
· Since Saul was anointed by God, the fact that David did not harm Saul indicated his fear for God.  
· Verse 24:14 showed David considered his status in front of the king was like “a dead dog” and “flea.”  Such humbleness was a great characteristic even when he had the advantages over Saul (the anointed king).  He realized that he was chosen purely because of God’s grace.  This was also one of his valuable traits in God’s favor.  
· If David had followed the principle of “Thick Black Theory,” what would he have done to Saul?  
· In many practical situations, even if the outcome seems to be consistent with God’s will, we still need to seek God’s way regarding what to do.  Sometimes, the process is more important than the outcome.  Take Abraham/Sarah and Hagar as an example.  
· 1 Sam 24:2 Three thousand chosen men is five times as many as David’s men (23:13). This suggests that Saul is very afraid of David.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 24:6 David respects Saul as the Lord’s anointed because Saul is still on the royal throne as king over Israel, even though the Spirit of the Lord has already left him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 24:20 I know that you shall surely be king.  As with the reconciliation in 19:7, this one will be temporary.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 24:22 but David and his men went up to the stronghold.  Despite Saul’s acknowledgment of David’s right to the throne (v. 20), David does not trust him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· It is difficult to forgive people if we were hurt by them.  It is even more difficult to forgive those who have threated and tried to kill us.  How do we see “It is Mine to avenge.” (Romains 12)?  Is it too ideal to be practical?  
· Countless divisions among churches happened in the history.  Some of them were simply due to different views of things not related to fundamental truth.  How do you learn from this story?  
· We should also realize that, as Christians, we are brothers and sisters called by God and anointed by the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, as we walk together to the kingdom of God, we need to learn to respect each other through His love and in the fear of God.  Do not let enviousness or bitterness become the obstacles for our relationship.  Instead, accept and forgive each other like what Jesus Christ has done for us – building His kingdom according to His will. – Amen!

Wrapping up 
· Do you know that your life is part of God’s plan?  If so, how will you live out your life to optimize your “function” in His eternal plan?  
· How would David’s story change your view on the authority?  Do you understand David’s intention and agree with what David did?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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