1 Samuel 5:1-7:17.  The Restoration of Israel during Samuel’s Ruling, 5/5/2016

Opening
· In the OT, what is the most common sin that Israelites committed?  What did God do to them then?  
· What is a typical cycle of history?  
· What are the most common sins that we commit in the present time?  
· What is a typical cycle of our life?  How can we break away from this cycle?
· Many Christians like to say “God be with you.”  Is it always blessings in the presence of God?  Why and why not?  
· What kind of God is our God?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17)
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22)
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35)
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13)

The Ark was transferred from Philistines back to Israelites (5:1-6:18) 
· Picture what happened.  Previously the Ark was captured by the Philistines as a victorious trophy of their war against Israelites.  What happened to Philistines and their god?  How did they deal with the situations?  What did God want Philistine to learn?  
· God revealed that He is much more powerful than that of Dagon, Philistines’ god.  
· For a description of the nations that lived around Canaan with Israelites, see Judge 3:1-6.  
· 1 Sam 4:1b–7:1 The ark of the covenant was the visible sign of God’s presence with Israel.  After a disastrous defeat by the Philistines, the elders of Israel realize that the defeat was the work of the Lord, but apparently they do not seek to know how they have sinned.  Instead, they decide that bringing the ark to the battlefield will save them.  But that plan does not work.  Israel is defeated, the ark is captured by the Philistines, and Eli and his sons die.  However, the Lord cannot let the enemy think that they have defeated him.  For seven months he causes plagues and disturbances wherever the Philistines take the ark, until they give up and send it back to Israel with a tribute of gold.  The ark will then remain in Kiriath-jearim until David takes it to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6).  Samuel is completely absent from this story (reappearing in 1 Sam. 7:3), which indicates that these events took place while he was growing up.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Sam 5:2  Dagon.  In Canaanite mythology the son (or brother) of El and the father of Baal.  He was the principal god of the Philistines and was worshiped in temples at Gaza, Ashdod (here) and Beth Shan.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 5:6  What disease did the Philistines suffer?  
· Tumors or hemorrhoids (腫瘤、痔瘡, 02914).  
· https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=1+Sam&chap=5&sec=6&m=
· Origin:	from an unused root meaning to burn; a boil or ulcer (from the inflammation), especially a tumor in the anus or pudenda.  
· Discussion
· Are we ready for God’s presence?  Are we willing to follow God’s will?  

The Ark Returned to Israel (6:19-7:2) 
· What happened to the people of Beth Shemesh when the Ark was sent to them?  Why?  How did they manage the situation? 
· 1 Sam 6:19 Looked upon indicates staring, peering into, perhaps gloating.  This irreverence explains why God struck some of the men.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Ark is holy and God has rule about His Ark.  Only the service according to God’s principle is a valid service.  
· Discussion 
· Why was God angry with people who looked upon the Ark?  How should we avoid God’s wrath? 

Samuel Judges Israel (7:3-17) 
· Picture what happened in Chapter 7.  What did Samuel say to the Israelites to bring them back to God?  Were Israelites confident of their victory?  What did God want to teach them through the war against Philistines?  
· What did the Israelites do then under pressure?  Was it different from what they did before?  
· Focusing on God, praying and asking God’s help. 
· 1 Sam 7:2–17 Samuel has not appeared since 4:1, but when he calls the people to repent of their idolatry, they respond.  He is clearly the leader of “all . . . Israel” (8:4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 7:3 Ashtoreths.  A general term for foreign goddesses, as elsewhere in the ancient Near East.  More specifically, however, Ashtoreth herself was a goddess of love, fertility and war, worshiped in various forms by many people including the Canaanites.  The worship of Ashtoreth is frequently combined with the worship of Baal (see v. 4; 12:10, Judges 2:13; 10:6). Om accordance with the common practice in fertility religions to associate male and female deities.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 7:3–4 Returning here means repenting, that is, a change of direction back to the Lord.  Samuel gives three commands: (1) turn away from idolatry; (2) direct the heart to the Lord; and (3) serve him alone (see Deut. 6:4–15; Josh. 24:14–28; Judg. 10:6–16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 7:5–6 Mizpah was probably about 7 miles (11 km) north of Jerusalem, near an important north-south road.  It was a place of assembly for all Israel, as in Judges 20–21 and also 1 Sam. 10:17–27, where Saul was proclaimed king.  Samuel was the judge for the city.  I will pray to the Lord for you. Samuel was known as an intercessor (7:8; 12:23; Jer. 15:1).  They drew water and poured it out before the Lord and fasted.  Like fasting, pouring out the water was an act of self-denial.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Drew water and poured it out before the Lord.  There is no other reference to this type of ceremony in the OT.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 7:15–16 Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.  This is a summary of Samuel’s activities as judge.  From his hometown of Ramah, he visited the cities of Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, which are all in or around the territory of Benjamin.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In the book of Judges and here in 1 Samuel, a “judge” can be someone who simply leads or governs, but apparently Samuel also “judged” in the sense of deciding legal cases.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Have you ever felt that the situation around you is so hopeless?  Have you tried to ask friends to help?  Have you tried to call out for God’s help?  
· How do we receive God’s blessings?  
· What is the most important thing to restore our relationship with God?  
· What are the idols in our present world?  Money, power, fashion, job, .. and sometimes even knowledge, family, or ourselves.  How can we remove them from the idol positions and live a life blessed by God?  

Wrapping up 
· What is the most important thing for us to restore the relationship with God?  Are we willing to receive God’s blessing through the restored relationship?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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