1 Samuel 26.  David Sparing Saul’s Life, the Second Time, 8/5/2016

Opening 
· Have you heard about the term “不入虎穴焉淂虎子” (Nothing venture, nothing gain)?  What does it mean?  Is it generally correct?  
· Have you ever taken major challenges in your life?  Were they successful?  Why were you willing to risk so much to take on such challenges?  
· Is “替天行道” (Enforce justice on behalf of God) good and desirable?  Why or why not?  
· Have you ever done such things?  What were consequences?  
· How do we normally deal with your enemies if you have a chance to revenge?  

[image: https://bible.org/assets/images/MNewton_POP_08.001.jpg]
Map of David’s Travels to Escape Saul
https://bible.org/seriespage/4-david-man-after-gods-heart-1-heart-hope
Taken from Ryrie Study Bible, 1995 expanded edition, p. 461

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13)  

David and Abigail (1 Samuel 25) 
· Abigail was the wife of Nabal, a wealthy but extremely foolish man.  Nabal insulted David by refusing to care for and feed David and his men.  His rudeness made David very angry, but Abigail wisely convinced David not to take vengeance.  She sent food to David and spoke humbly and respectfully to him.  Abigail calmed David’s anger and persuaded him not to kill her wicked husband and his household.  Impressed by Abigail’s wisdom and discernment, David blessed Abigail and sent her home in peace.  When she told Nabal what had happened, his “heart died within him.”  A few days later, the Lord struck Nabal and he died.  Following his death, David married Abigail.  ESV Study Bible.  

Saul Pursues David (26:1-5)
· 1 Sam 26:1–25 This chapter resembles Chapter 24, but there are too many differences to think that they are simply different versions of the same event.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Who were Ziphites?  They reported a similar thing to Saul for the first time at the desert of Maon.  What happened the last time when Saul sought to kill David at the desert?  Saul seemed to regret of his persecution to David.  
· What happened this time?  Saul brought soldiers to seek to kill David again.  Why?  

David Spares Saul's Life again (26:6-25) 
· What did David do?  What plot was suggested to David when they got to Saul’s sleeping place?  By whom?  Abishai.  He even offered to kill Saul for David.  Why didn’t David take his advice?  What did David do to Saul?  
· Would you go with David if he asked you?  Why or why not?  
· If you were David, would you do the same thing?  What is required to do so?  The fear of God.  Since Saul was anointed by God, the fact that David did not kill Saul indicated his fear of God.  
· Why did David take the initiative to go to Saul’s camp?  To prove his innocence.  What did God do to help David?  A deep sleep from the Lord had fallen upon Saul and his men.  
· What did David say to Abner?  Why?  
· What was the message that David tried to deliver to Saul?  What was Saul’s response?  Did David take the initiative to revenge?  Why not?  Verses 26:22-24.  
· 26:18-20 shows that David remained to consider himself as a servant to Saul and humbled himself as a “flea.”  See verse 24:14. 
· How is the same principle applied to our daily life?  What did David do?  Did he sit, relax and wait for God to revenge for him?  Did he do what he could?  He did what he could but refrained from doing anything beyond God’s principle.
· 1 Sam 26:6 Ahimelech the Hittite is mentioned nowhere else in Scripture.  He may have been a hired warrior.  Joab’s brother Abishai the son of Zeruiah.  Zeruiah was David’s sister (1 Chron. 2:16–17), so Joab and Abishai were David’s nephews.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 26:12 Why did David take the spear and the jar of water?  These are Saul’s personal belongings.  
· 1 Sam 26:16 There are different meaning of the two “you”s in this verse.  The first “you” is singular and second is plural – David accused Saul’s men as a group.  Different Bible versions translate this differently.  
· ESV.  This thing that you have done is not good.  As the Lord lives, you deserve to die, because you have not kept watch over your lord, the Lord's anointed.
· NIV.  What you have done is not good.  As surely as the Lord lives, you and your men must die, because you did not guard your master, the Lord’s anointed.  
· Chinese version.  你 这 样 是 不 好 的 。 我 指 着 永 生 的 耶 和 华 起 誓 ， 你 们 都 是 该 死 的 。 因 为 没 有 保 护 你 们 的 主 ， 就 是 耶 和 华 的 受 膏 者 。
· Hebrew.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=1+Sam&chap=26&sec=16&m=
· 1 Sam 26:19–20 they have driven me out this day.  David has concluded that he can no longer stay in Israel.  Partridge is literally a “calling [bird].”  Abner had asked who was “calling” the king (v. 14), so, perhaps humorously, David compares himself to a partridge being hunted down by Saul.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What were the differences between Chapters 24 and 26?  Why did David take the initiative?  
· Both Saul and David were anointed by God.  They had very different responses to God.  
· Two principles in life and church: “It is God to avenge” (Deuteronomy 32:35) and “Resolve the misunderstanding through actions.”  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The Fall of Saul and the Rise of David in 1 Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
Saul							David
Holy Spirit removed; evil spirit given (16:14–23)	Anointed with Holy Spirit (16:1–13)
Jealous and treacherous (ch. 18)			Faithful friend (ch. 20)
Attempts to kill David (ch. 19)			Protects Saul’s life (chs. 24; 26)
Failed holy warrior (ch. 15)				Mighty holy warrior (ch. 17)
Kingdom torn away (13:13–14; 15:11, 26)		Kingdom promised forever (2 Sam. 7:1–17)

Wrapping up 
· How will you deal with the situation when you are mistreated by others?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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