1 Samuel 16.  David Anointed, 6/24/2016

Opening
· Are you a member of 外貌协会?  How did you (are you going to) select your wife (girlfriend) or husband (boyfriend)?  Why?  Did that work out?  
· How did God select Saul?  
· How did God select David?  Why?  
· How do you like presidential candidates in the current US presidential election?  From here, can you tell the major difficulties of today’s democratic systems?  
· 伴君如伴虎 – To be in the king’s company is tantamount to living with a tiger (http://www.iciba.com/%E4%BC%B4%E5%90%9B%E5%A6%82%E4%BC%B4%E8%99%8E).  
· Is that correct?  Examples?  
· Do we encounter similar situations in today’s world?  Examples?  Your own experiences?  How should we behave then?   Wisdom is called for here.  
· From what you have learned thus far, why wasn’t King Saul liked by God?  What was the major issue?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13) 

David Anointed King (16:1-13)  
· What happened in verses 1 to 5?  What was Samuel’s reaction to God’s decision on Saul?  What did God ask Samuel to do?  What was Samuel’s concern?  Was that a valid concern?  What did God instruct Samuel to do?  Why were the elders afraid of Samuel’s visit?  Why?  
· Samuel has been faithful to God’s messages starting from his youth until this day.  He did sense the danger of offending Saul and thus raised his concern to God and allowed God to work His way out.  
· God can provide solutions to our concerns as well.  However, it is our responsibility to obey.  
· What happened in verses 6 to 13?  God chose David as a new king.  Was David the one that Samuel expected?  Why not?  What was David’s job then?  Was David valued at his family?  
· David was a shepherd, which was not an esteemed but a rather labor-intensive job, requiring constant attention and alert to take care of the sheep in the herd, to find pasture and water and to protect them from the attack of wolves and lions.  Note that David expressed God’s care and comfort through shepherd in Psalm 23.  
· Apparently, David was not very much valued in the family.  Perhaps, he was the eighth son or was still young… Jesse only asked the other seven to stand before Samuel, seemingly suggesting that David was ignored in such a big event.  
· V7 is the center message of the passage.  God knows the heart of each of us.  Most of the time, we evaluate people by their appearance, titles, degrees, but not the heart.  
· 1 Sam 16:1–13 God tells Samuel that David is his choice to replace Saul as king.  After David’s anointing, before a limited audience, the Spirit of God empowers him for service.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 16:1 Jesse was a descendant of Perez, son of Judah and Tamar (Gen. 38:29), and a grandson of Ruth and Boaz (Ruth 4:18–22).  Bethlehem is in Judah, about 10 miles (16 km) from Ramah.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 16:2 and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.”  This was a true but incomplete statement of the reasons Samuel came to Bethlehem (see v. 1).  Yet the Lord told him to say it, so it should not be considered morally wrong.  It seems that telling only part of what one knows to be true is morally right in some situations.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 16:5 Consecrate yourselves.  They would probably wash themselves and perhaps also wash their clothes (Ex. 19:10; Num. 8:21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 16:7 man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.  The “heart” in Scripture refers to a person’s inward moral and spiritual life, including the emotions, will, and reason.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion: 
· Why did God need to choose a new king for Israelites?  Why couldn’t Saul work out?  The imperfection of human beings.  
· How do we normally judge people?  By their appearance, achievements, social status, capability, speech…?  What would be the difficulties when we judge people by these criteria?  Do these things truly reflect the essence of a person?  What outcome would misjudgment lead to?  Any examples?

David in Saul's Service (16:14-23) 
· What happened to Saul in these verses?  Why was the devil from God?  What was the solution that Saul’s servants provided?  Did that work?  David earned Saul’s trust through his healing music and eventually became Saul’s armor-bearer.  This arrangement took place independent of Samuel’s anointment on David (apparently, at this point Saul did not know about the anointment).  Everything occurred according to God’s plan – promoting David to this position.  
· 1 Sam 16:14–23 Saul and David become acquainted when David begins serving Saul.  As the story develops, David will become Saul’s most successful servant.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 16:14 A harmful spirit sent by the Lord tormented Saul as a form of judgment for his turning against the Lord (15:22–29).  Though God himself never does evil, he sometimes uses evil agents to accomplish his purposes (such as the Babylonians conquering Israel, or sinful people crucifying Christ).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 16:21 David became one of his armor-bearers.  May refer to a later time after David’s victory of Goliath (see 18:2).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Would it be dangerous if Saul found out that David would replace him?  What would you do if you were David?  Playing music for Saul to heal him (i.e., extending his kingship)?  Risking his life in the presence of Saul?  David had every reason not to do so to “accomplish” or “accelerate” God’s will.  Why didn’t he do so?   We will find the answers later.  
· Do you want to be the anointed one?  Why or why not?  Can you be the anointed one?  
· What is our role in the kingdom of God?  Who determines that?  How do we know?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Do you feel that no one cares for you in your life?  How do you learn from David’s story?  Does God know each one of us?  The comfort of knowing that God cares is tremendous.  Even in the lowest point of our life, God knows our hearts and feelings.  We also need to be honest to God about our feelings.  Talk to Him and trust Him daily.  Do not lean on our own understanding, as He will make our path straight!  

Peter Luh, Mu-Ping Nieh, Koh Han Seow, Zheng Liu, Chunlong Liu, Abby Lau, Xiao Zhou, 6/23/2016 
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