1 Samuel 12.  The encouragement from Samuel, 6/3/2016

Opening
· What will be the content and focus of your speech if you are going to graduate from your program and have a chance to talk to younger students who are still in the program?  
· What can we say about Samuel’s life?  
· What did Samuel say to his people at the end of the Judge period?  
· How did Apostle Paul deliver his final message to his fellow worker?  Is it similar to that of Samuel?  
· How do we see our life in God?  
· What should be characters of those who are the leaders of church?  
· Why did Israelites asked for a king?  Why was that evil in the eye of God?  
· Are we sometimes deceived by the surrounding appearance?  
· Did Abraham do the same thing by having Hagar to have his descendants?    
· Does God always grant our prayer according to His will?  Would God grant prayers that do not please Him?  Will the result always be a dead end or serious punishments?  
· How do you see “all things work together for the benefit of those who love God?”  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13) 

Reflection of Samuel’s Leadership (12:1-5) 
· 1 Sam 12:1–25 The setting of this address is not clear, though it was probably a different occasion than ch.11.  From now on, Samuel will no longer be the judge of all Israel: the age of kingship has begun.  But this is neither a retirement ceremony for Samuel nor his last public address; his authority as the prophet who gives the word of God to the king and people of Israel remains powerful (see12:18), and he has one more king to anoint (ch. 16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· How was Samuel’s service when he was a judge over Israelites?  Was he a good and faithful leader?  How did you know?  
· 1 Sam 12:3–6 Samuel asks the people to testify to his honorable behavior as a judge, in contrast to that of his sons (see 8:3).  Whose ox have I taken?  Samuel has not used his office as a means of personal enrichment (see notes on 8:3; 8:14–15).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
·  What is your expectation for a good leader?

· [image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d2/Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg/720px-Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg.png]
· Kingdoms in the 9th century BCE; Philistia is shown in Red
· https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philistines#/media/File:Kingdoms_around_Israel_830_map.svg

Samuel reminded the Israelites of God’s salvation (12:6-11) 
· In the past, how did God lead Israelites?  Who was Moses?  How did Israelites escape from the persecution of their neighbor tribes?  Was it because of their own strength?  
· This chapter has “God” or “Lord” 32 times – one of the most frequent mentioning of God’s name in the Bible.  Why?  Samuel wanted to remind the Israelites of fearing, obeying and serving God.  
· 1 Sam 12:9 
· Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor.  
· Hazor, A town in the southern Negev, between Kadesh and Ithan, mentioned in a geographic list of Joshua 15:23.  Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazor.  
· Sisera was commander of the Canaanite army of King Jabin of Hazor, who is mentioned in Judges 4-5 of the Hebrew Bible.  After being defeated by the forces of the Israelite tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali under the command of Barak and Deborah, Sisera was killed by Jael, who hammered a tent peg into his temple.  Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sisera.  
· The Philistines.  Britannica.  http://www.britannica.com/topic/Philistine-people
· Philistine, one of a people of Aegean origin who settled on the southern coast of Palestine in the 12th century bce, about the time of the arrival of the Israelites.  According to biblical tradition (Deuteronomy 2:23; Jeremiah 47:4), the Philistines came from Caphtor (possibly Crete, although there is no archaeological evidence of a Philistine occupation of the island).  The first records of the Philistines are inscriptions and reliefs in the mortuary temple of Ramses III at Madinat Habu, where they appear under the name prst, as one of the Sea Peoples that invaded Egypt about 1190 bce after ravaging Anatolia, Cyprus, and Syria.  After being repulsed by the Egyptians, they settled - possibly with Egypt’s permission - on the coastal plain of Palestine from Joppa (modern Tel Aviv–Yafo) southward to Gaza.  The area contained the five cities (the Pentapolis) of the Philistine confederacy (Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron) and was known as Philistia, or the Land of the Philistines.  It was from this designation that the whole of the country was later called Palestine by the Greeks.  
· The Philistines expanded into neighboring areas and soon came into conflict with the Israelites, a struggle represented by the Samson saga (Judges 13–16) in the Hebrew Bible.  Possessing superior arms and military organization, the Philistines were able (c. 1050 bce) to occupy part of the Judean hill country.  The Philistines’ local monopoly on smithing iron (I Samuel 13:19), a skill they probably acquired in Anatolia, was likely a factor in their military dominance during this period.  They were finally defeated by the Israelite king David (10th century), and thereafter their history was that of individual cities rather than of a people.  After the division of Judah and Israel (10th century), the Philistines regained their independence and often engaged in border battles with those kingdoms.  
· The king of Moab.  
· The king of Moab.  The king referred to here is Eglon, who was slain by Ehud. (Jdg 3).  Bible Hub.  http://biblehub.com/commentaries/1_samuel/12-9.htm.  
· According to the biblical account, Moab and Ammon were born to Lot and Lot's elder and younger daughters, respectively, in the aftermath of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  The Bible refers to both the Moabites and Ammonites as Lot's sons, born of incest with his daughters Genesis 19:37-38.  Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moab
· In Old Testament accounts (e.g., Genesis 19:30–38), the Moabites belonged to the same ethnic stock as the Israelites.  Their ancestral founder was Moab, a son of Lot, who was a nephew of the Israelite patriarch Abraham.  The god-protector of their nation was Chemosh, just as Yahweh was the national God of the Israelites.  The Moabites were in conflict with the Israelites from the 13th century.  They are noted several times in the Old Testament.  King Saul of Israel in the 11th century fought against the Moabites (1 Samuel 14:47), who later granted asylum to the family of the young rebel and future king David (1 Samuel 22:3–4).  David in turn fought against the Moabites and forced them to pay heavy tribute (2 Samuel 8:2).  David’s great-grandmother, Ruth, was a Moabite (Ruth 4:17–22), and his son Solomon, as a sign of his authority, obtained Moabite princesses for his harem (1 Kings 11:1–8) and erected near Jerusalem a shrine dedicated to Chemosh.  Britannica.  http://www.britannica.com/topic/Moabite.  
· 1 Sam 12:10 the Baals and the Ashtaroth.  That is, the foreign gods and goddesses.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 12:11 
· Jerubbaal, i.e., Gideon.  Jde 6:32.
· Jde 7:15  “The Lord has given the host of Midian into your hand.”
· Barak.  Jde 4:6.
· Jde 4:14  And Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the Lord has given Sisera into your hand.”  
· Jephthah.  Jde 11:1.
· Jde 11:32.  “So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them, and the Lord gave them into his hand.”
· Discussion 
· Does God still lead our life today?  How do we know and how to obey His will?   

How to Obey God in the New System (12:12-25) 
· What was the essential command that Samuel pointed to Israelites?  (Verses 14, 20, 21).  What was the miraculous sign shown by Samuel? 
· 1 Sam 12:12 Ammonites
· The first mention of the Ammon in the Bible is in Genesis 19:37-38.  It is stated there that they descended from Ben-Ammi, a son of Lot through incest with his younger daughter.  Bén'ámmî, literally means "son of my people."  After the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the daughters of Lot had sexual relations with their father, resulting in Ammon and his half brother, Moab, being conceived and born.  This narrative has traditionally been considered literal fact, but is now generally interpreted as recording a gross popular irony by which the Israelites expressed their loathing of the Moabites and Ammonites, although it is doubtful that the Israelites would have directed such irony to Lot himself.  Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammon.  
· Ammonite, any member of an ancient Semitic people whose principal city was Rabbath Ammon, in Palestine.  The “sons of Ammon” were in perennial, though sporadic, conflict with the Israelites.  After a long period of seminomadic existence, the Ammonites established a kingdom north of Moab in the 13th century bc.  With difficulty, their fortress capital was captured by Israel’s King David.  An Ammonite woman, one of many foreigners taken into Israel’s King Solomon’s harem, was responsible for inducing the king to worship the Ammonite god Malcom.  During the reign of Jehoiakim (6th century bc), the Ammonites allied themselves with the Chaldeans, Syrians, and others in an attack on Judah and also harassed the Israelites when they attempted to rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem after the Babylonian Exile.  In the 2nd century bc they were defeated by Judas Maccabeus.  Britannica.  http://www.britannica.com/topic/Ammonite.  
· 1 Sam 12:22: God will never forsake his people; v23 we should keep praying for brothers and sisters.  
· 1 Sam 12:23 Praying and instruction are two of Samuel’s major roles as prophet, even now that Israel has its king.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What should we do when we commit sins and fell away from God?  Don’t be afraid to come to the Lord.  
· Our salvation is confirmed by Jesus’ claim that “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.” (John 10:18) 

Wrapping up 
· What if there is any conflict between the laws from worldly leaders and God’s will?  
· What should be our actions when we realize that we commit sins and are astray from God?  
· How do you know and respond to God’s guidance in your life?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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