1 Samuel 20.  David and Goliath, 7/22/2016

Opening 
· Who is your best friend?  How long have you known each other?  Why do you like him or her the best?  What are required for a solid and long-lasting friendship?  Trust, understanding, protection…?  
· Do you know any stories about great friendship?  
· Have you ever heard about the story of “Bao ShuYa and Guan Zhong” (鮑叔牙與管仲)?  How did the story go?  http://www.weide.org.tw/magtxt-001/72-2010-12-02-03-25-46.html.  
· How would you speak to a powerful but violent person to get something out of him?  
· 与虎谋皮 – Doomed petition like asking a tiger for its hide it.  比喻所谋之事有害于对方的切身利益，终难达到目的.  http://baike.baidu.com/view/48845.htm.  
· How would you ask for a raise from your boss in your company?  
· How would you ask for graduation in three years from your Ph.D. advisor?  
· How would you defend someone (e.g., your children or subordinates) when they are not trying to fight for their own benefits?  
· How would you know what he/she really wants?  
· How would you know what he/she really thinks?  
· Have you thought from his or her perspective?  
· What did we learn from previous studies about the relationship between Saul and David?  What was the relationship between David and Johnathan?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17) 
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22) 
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35).  The Story of Saul.  Saul, the first king over all Israel, starts out well.  But he fails as a king because he will not obey the word of God that comes through Samuel.  ESV Study Bible.  
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13)  

David sought help from Johnathan (20:1-23)
· Why did David leave Samuel?  Where did he go afterward?  What did David tell Johnathan?  Did David know why Saul sought his life?  Did Johnathan know his father’s opinion about David?  
· If Johnathan sought for his own benefit, would he help David?  What was the basis of David’s trust in Johnathan?  
· Would you help your friend if you knew that he would take over your position and be above you some day?  Why or why not?  
· What was the deal between Johnathan and David?  Who was their arbitrator?  What was the basis of this trust?  
· Is it easy to find true friendship today?  Why or why not?  What does it take to build a true friendship?  What are the important foundations for a solid and long-lasting friendship?  
· What was David and Johnathan’s plan to figure out whether Saul wanted to kill David?  Did David really trust in the Lord by doing so?  
· How did Johnathan relate David’s situation with God’s plan?  It seems that he knew God would bless David (either stay or go).  What is meaning of new moon?  Why the third day?    
· 1 Sam 20:5 The new moon was the day of the first appearance of the crescent moon in the western sky at sunset, marking the beginning of the month in the lunar calendar.  It was one of Israel’s main festivals (see Num. 10:10; 1 Chron. 23:31; Ezek. 46:3).  One could not always predict the exact day when the new moon would become visible, so it may be that the feast was held on the first possible day, and if the moon did not appear on that day, the feast was held on the second day as well (1 Sam. 20:27).  Hence, David proposed meeting on the third day.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 20:13 “But should it please my father to do you harm, the Lord do so to Jonathan and more also if I do not disclose it to you and send you away, that you may go in safety.”  
· NIV “But if my father intends to harm you, may the Lord deal with Jonathan, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you away in peace.  May the Lord be with you as he has been with my father.”
· A common curse formula.  A clear indication that Jonathan expects David to become king.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 20:14 “That I may not die.”  It was quite common in the ancient world for the first ruler of a new dynasty to secure his position by murdering all potential claimants to the throne from the preceding dynasty.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 20:15 My house.  That is, “my offspring.”  See also 2 Samuel 9, where David shows “kindness” to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 20:17.  What was the “love” between Johnathan and David?  Is this love of the flesh or of sexual desire?  There are several “love” in the Hebrew Bible.  It is essential to see exactly what word is used here and at other places when describing the relationship between Jonathan and David.  
· From https://bible.fhl.net/new/parsing.php?engs=1+Sam&chap=20&sec=12&m= and https://bible.fhl.net/new/s.php?N=1&k=00160&m=
· Strong Number 0160.  The word has two sets of meanings: 
· Love: human love for human object, including of man toward man; of man toward himself; between man and woman; sexual desire; or
· God's love to His people.  
· This word (0160) also appears in other places of the Bible, including Genesis 29:20; Deuteronomy 7:8; 1 Samuel 18:3; 20:17; 2 Samuel 1:26; 13:15; 1 King 10:9; 2 Chronicle 2:11; 9:8; Psalm 109:4, 5; Proverbs 5:19; 10:12; 15:17; 17:9; 27:5; Ecclesiastes 9:1, 6; The Song of Solomon 2:4, 5, 7; 3:5, 10; 5:8; 7:6; 8:4, 6, 7; Isaiah 63:9; Jeremiah 2:2, 33; 31:3; Hosea 3:1, 9:15; 11:4; Micah 6:8; Zephaniah 3:17.  
https://bible.fhl.net/new/search.php?VERSION=unv&strongflag=1&TABFLAG=1&orig=2&keyword=00160
· How does John 15:13 talk about love of true friendship?  
· From https://bible.fhl.net/new/s.php?N=0&k=00026&m=
· Strong Number 00026, agape – brotherly love, affection, good will, love, benevolence; or love feasts.  
· 1 Sam 20:19 “Go down quickly to the place where you hid yourself when the matter was in hand.”  Perhaps the place referred to in 19:2.  NIV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]NIV “The day after tomorrow, toward evening, go to the place where you hid when this trouble began.”  
· Discussion: 
· Do you find difficult to find true friendship at this age? Why? Who are your best friends today? What are the ties between you? Are these ties stable? Why and why not?
· In church, how should the friendship between brothers and sisters built? Who should be the center? 
· Discussion: 
· Is it difficult to find true friendship at this age?  Why or why not?  Who are your best friends today?  What are the ties between you?  Are these ties stable?  Why and why not?  
· In church, how should the friendship between brothers and sisters be developed?   Who should be the center?  

Saul determined to kill David (20:24-42) 
· What did Saul say the first night when David was not there for his dinner?  How about the second night?  What was Saul’s intention?  He knew that if David were not killed, Johnathan would not become king – later just as what he predicted.  
· How can we know God’s will on other persons or even on ourselves?  How do we follow God’s will so that we do not go against God?  From Saul’s example, we can see that self-centeredness can be a major barrier for us to co-work with God.  
· It is important that the friendship between brothers and sisters be also centered on God.   
· 1 Sam 20:31 Neither you nor your kingdom shall be established.  Jonathan had already accepted this to be God’s will (vv. 14–15).  Saul, on the other hand, assumed that kingship was hereditary, though there was no divine revelation to justify such an assumption.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Saul is incapable of understanding Jonathan’s lack of concern for his own succession to the throne.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How should we control our anger?  
· How do we know (be sensitive to) and follow God’s will?  
· What is God’s plan on the Bible Study and on SCCC?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  
· Are you longing for true friendship?  What will it take to get such friendship?  
· What do you see God’s will at our church?  How can we be sensitive to God’s plan as Johnathan? 
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	卷名
	章節
	經文

	創
	29:20
	雅各就為拉結服事了七年；他因為深愛<0160>拉結，就看這七年如同幾天

	申
	7:8
	只因耶和華愛<0160>你們，又因要守他向你們列祖所起 誓， ( ) 就用大能的手領你們出來，從為奴之家救贖你們脫離埃及王法老的手

	撒上
	18:3
	約拿單愛<0160>大衛如同愛自己的性命，就與他結盟

	撒上
	20:17
	約拿單因愛<0160>大衛如同愛<0160>自己的性命，就使他再起誓

	撒下
	1:26
	我兄約拿單哪，我為你悲傷！我甚喜悅你！你向我發的愛情<0160>奇妙非常，過於婦女的愛情<0160>。 ( )

	撒下
	13:15
	隨後，暗嫩極其恨她 那恨她的心 愛她的心<0160>更甚 對她說：「你起來，去吧

	王上
	10:9
	耶和華─你的　神是應當稱頌的！他喜悅你，使你坐以色列的國位 永遠愛<0160>以色列，所以立你作王，使你秉公行義

	代下
	2:11
	泰爾王希蘭寫信 所羅門說：「耶和華因為愛<0160>他的子民，所以立你作他們的王

	代下
	9:8
	耶和華─你的　神是應當稱頌的！他喜悅你，使你坐他的國位，為耶和華─你的　神作王；因為你的　神愛<0160>以色列人，要永遠堅立他們，所以立你作他們的王，使你秉公行義

	詩
	109:4
	他們與我為敵以報我愛<0160>，但我專心祈禱

	詩
	109:5
	他們向我以惡報善，以恨報愛<0160>。 ( )

	箴
	5:19
	她如可愛的麀鹿，可喜的母鹿；願她的胸懷使你時時知足，她的愛情<0160>使你常常戀慕

	箴
	10:12
	恨能挑啟爭端；愛<0160>能遮掩一切過錯

	箴
	15:17
	吃 ( ) 素菜，彼此相愛<0160>，強如吃肥牛，彼此相恨

	箴
	17:9
	遮掩人過的，尋求人愛<0160>；屢次挑錯的，離間密友

	箴
	27:5
	當面的責備強如背地的愛情<0160>。 ( )

	傳
	9:1
	我將這一切事放在心上，詳細考究，就知道義人和智慧人，並他們的作為都在　神手中；或是愛<0160>，或是恨，都在他們的前面，人不能知道

	傳
	9:6
	他們的愛<0160>， ( ) 他們的恨 他們的嫉妒，早都消滅了。在日光之下所行的一切事上，他們永不再有分了

	歌
	2:4
	他帶我入筵宴所，以愛<0160>為旗在我以上

	歌
	2:5
	求你們給我葡萄乾增補我力，給我蘋果暢快我心，因我思愛<0160>成病

	歌
	2:7
	耶路撒冷的眾女子啊，我指著羚羊或田野的母鹿囑咐你們：不要驚動、不要叫醒我所親愛的<0160>，等他自己情願

	歌
	3:5
	耶路撒冷的眾女子啊，我指著羚羊或田野的母鹿囑咐你們：不要驚動、不要叫醒我所親愛的<0160>，等他自己情願

	歌
	3:10
	轎柱是用銀做的，轎底是用金做的；坐墊是紫色的，其中所鋪的乃耶路撒冷眾女子的愛情<0160>。 ( )

	歌
	5:8
	耶路撒冷的眾女子啊，我囑咐你們：若遇見我的良人，要告訴他，我因思愛<0160>成病

	歌
	7:6
	我所愛的<0160>，你何其美好！何其可悅，使人歡暢喜樂

	歌
	8:4
	耶路撒冷的眾女子啊，我囑咐你們：不要驚動、不要叫醒我所親愛的<0160>，等他自己情願

	歌
	8:6
	求你將我放在你心上如印記，帶在你臂上如戳記。因為愛情<0160>如死之堅強，嫉恨如陰間之殘忍；所發的電光是火焰的電光，是耶和華的烈焰

	歌
	8:7
	愛情<0160>，眾水不能息滅，大水也不能淹沒。若有人拿家中所有的財寶要換愛情<0160>，就全被藐視

	賽
	63:9
	他們在一切苦難中，他也同受苦難；並且他面前的使者拯救他們；他以慈愛<0160>和憐憫救贖他們；在古時 日子常保抱他們，懷搋他們

	耶
	2:2
	「你去向耶路撒冷人的耳中喊叫說，耶和華如此說：你幼年的恩愛，婚姻的愛情<0160>，你怎樣在曠野，在未曾耕種之地跟隨我，我都記得

	耶
	2:33
	你怎麼修飾你的道路要求愛情<0160>呢？就是惡劣的婦人你也叫她們行你的路

	耶
	31:3
	古時（或譯：從遠方）耶和華向以色列（原文是我）顯現，說：我以永遠的愛<0160>愛你，因此我以慈愛吸引你

	何
	3:1
	耶和華對我說：「你再去愛一個淫婦，就是她情人所愛的 以色列人，雖然偏向別神，喜愛葡萄餅，耶和華還是愛<0160>他們

	何
	9:15
	耶和華說：他們一切的惡事都在吉甲；我在那裡憎惡他們。因他們所行的惡，我必從我地上趕出他們去，不再憐愛他們<0160>；他們的首領都是悖逆的

	何
	11:4
	我用慈繩（慈：原文是人的）愛<0160>索牽引他們；我待他們如人放鬆牛的兩腮夾板，把糧食放在他們面前

	彌
	6:8
	世人哪，耶和華已指示你何為善。他向你所要的是甚麼呢？只要你行公義，好<0160>憐憫，存謙卑的心，與你的　神同行

	番
	3:17
	耶和華─你的　神是施行拯救、大有能力的主。他在你中間必因你歡欣喜樂，默然愛<0160>你，且因你喜樂而歡呼。 ( )



	



