1 Samuel 2:12-4:22.  The Fall of Eli’s Family and Calling for Samuel, 4/29/2016

Opening
· What is your opinion about “Fu-Er-Dai (富二代) or Guan-Er-Dai (官二代)” – “the second generations of the rich or the high officials”?  
· Why are there such special terms for them?  
· What is the typical behavior you expect to see in these groups of people?  
· How would you expect your children to behave?  
· What is the best way to educate our next generation?  
· Why would people abuse their authorities, whether the first or the second generations?  How bad is that?    
· What is your impression when you heard people say “I felt God’s calling that…”?  
· How do Christians know we are called by God to do something?  
· Does God use the same way to call each one of us to serve HIM?  
· How do you know when God calls you?  
· How should we respond?  
· Why and how should Christians serve God?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
1. The Story of Samuel (1:1–7:17)
2. Transition to the Monarchy (8:1–22)
3. The Story of Saul (9:1–15:35)
4. The Story of Saul and David (16:1–31:13)

Eli's Worthless Sons (2:12-21) 
· Picture what happened.  What were the positions of Eli’s two sons?  Priests.  What were the functions of priests?  How were the burnt offerings supposed to be offered by the priests?  
· 1 Sam 2:13–16 Apparently vv. 13-14 describe the practice that had come to be accepted for determining the priests’ portion of the fellowship offerings (Lev 7:31-36; 10:14-15; Dt 18:1-5) – a tradition presumably based on the assumption that a random thrust of the fork would providentially determine a fair portion.  Verses 15-16 then describe how Eli’s sons arrogantly violated that custom and the law.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 2:15–16 These verses seem to suggest that Eli’s sons were guilty of a further deviation from the already degenerate custom described in vv.13–14.  This is an extraordinary situation: the priest, who was supposed to know the rules of sacrifice, was engaging in behavior that shocked even the ordinary worshiper.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What were other wicked things that Eli’s two sons did?  Did Eli stop them?  
· Why did the two sons of Eli’s do such wicked things? 
· If you were Eli, how would you teach your sons or daughters when they went astray? 
· How was Samuel raised?  How did Hanna care for him?  How did God show His favor to Hanna?  Both Samuel and Eli’s two sons were raised by Eli.  Why was Samuel different from them?  
· 1 Sam 2:18–21 The story returns to Samuel.  Before, Samuel was ministering “in the presence of Eli the priest” (v. 11), but now he is ministering simply before the Lord, in the garment of a priest.  The linen ephod was probably a simple tunic or apron worn by priests (22:18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Have you ever had the experience of being warned by God’s messengers?  What was your response?  Do you regret for not listening or are you thankful for the timely warning?  What should we do if you know some brothers or sisters are doing something against God’s will?  
· What did you learn from Hanna’s faith?  Would you do the same thing as she did – offering the most precious gift from God back to God?  
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The Lord Rejects Eli's Household (2:22-36) 
· Did God warn Eli of what he would face?  How?  What was his response? 
· 1 Sam 2:23  Eli rebuked his sons but did not remove them from office.  God would do that.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 2:25 if someone sins against the Lord, who can intercede for him?  This shows the need for a mediator between man and God.  Hophni and Phineas had rebelled against God, even ignoring their father’s warnings about their behavior.  Because of Eli’s sons’ willful rejection of him, it was the will of the Lord to put them to death.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 2:27–28 A man of God (a prophet) confronts Eli about the wicked behavior of his two sons.  I gave to the house of your father all my offerings by fire.  When an offering was made, part was burned as a “memorial portion.”  The remaining part was normally eaten by the priests (Lev. 6:14–18; 7:1–38).  But Eli’s sons have made a mockery of this law (1 Sam. 2:12–17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Was Eli’s action sufficient?  Soon enough?  
· Is it God’s responsibility for man’s unrepentance?  How can we be sensitive enough to God’s warning though others’ advice before things are completely out of control?  

The Lord Calls Samuel (3:1-21) 
· Picture what happened in Chapter 3.  How did God call Samuel?  Did Samuel know God was calling him?  Why not (3:7)?  What was the first message that Samuel received from God?  Was it an easy message for Eli?  Did Eli do anything about it?  How did God confirm His presence with Samuel?  
· 1 Sam 3:3 The lamp of God was in the tent of meeting, in the Holy Place.  It burned every day from evening to morning (Ex. 27:20–21; Lev. 24:1–3).  It had not yet gone out, so the time was probably just before dawn.  The ark of God was beyond the veil, in the Most Holy Place.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 3:7 Samuel did not yet know the Lord in a personal relationship, though of course he knew about him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Sam 3:11-14 The Lord’s first revelation to Samuel summarizes the message Eli had already received from the “man of God,” thus confirming the fact that the youth had indeed received a revelation from God.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 3:18 It is the Lord. Eli accepts the judgment humbly.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 3:19 the Lord . . . let none of his words fall to the ground.  That is, all that Samuel spoke was fulfilled, and so he could be known as a prophet (see Deut. 18:21–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 3:20 From Dan to Beersheba is the traditional limits of Israel to the north and south (Judg. 20:1; 2 Sam. 17:11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What was your experience when God first called you?  Did you respond right away?  Did you know it was God calling you?  How did you realize God’s calling?  
· What are the methods that God uses to draw people’s attention these days?  

The Philistines Capture the Ark and the Death of Eli (4:1-22) 
· Picture what happened.  What did Israelites do when they were first defeated by Philistine?  What did they expect when the Ark arrived their camp?  Did that work?  Why not?  What happened to the two sons of Eli’s and Eli himself?  
· 1 Sam 4:1b–7:1 The ark of the covenant was the visible sign of God’s presence with Israel.  After a disastrous defeat by the Philistines, the elders of Israel realize that the defeat was the work of the Lord, but apparently they do not seek to know how they have sinned.  Instead, they decide that bringing the ark to the battlefield will save them.  But that plan does not work.  Israel is defeated, the ark is captured by the Philistines, and Eli and his sons die.  However, the Lord cannot let the enemy think that they have defeated him.  For seven months he causes plagues and disturbances wherever the Philistines take the ark, until they give up and send it back to Israel with a tribute of gold.  The ark will then remain in Kiriath-jearim until David takes it to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6).  Samuel is completely absent from this story (reappearing in 1 Sam. 7:3), which indicates that these events took place while he was growing up.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 4:3–4 from Shiloh.  The ark of the covenant had been “in the temple of the Lord” in Shiloh (3:3).  (On the details of the ark, see Ex. 25:10–22; 37:1–9.)  Moses was commanded by the Lord to put the tablets of the covenant, the “testimony,” into the ark (Ex. 25:16; Deut. 10:5; see 1 Kings 8:9).  Enthroned.  The ark represented God’s actual presence among his people (Ex. 25:22).  It showed that he was fighting for Israel.  Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord . . . that it may come among us.  The language here suggests that the people were treating the ark disrespectfully.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 4:3 The elders of Israel were senior tribal leaders entrusted with important decisions.  They realize that the defeat was a punishment from the Lord, but there is no indication that they want to know how they have sinned.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 4:6 The Philistines usually refer to the Israelites as Hebrews (e.g., 14:11; 29:3).  The term apparently comes from the name Eber (Gen. 10:21–25).  “Hebrew” is an ethnic term for the people (see Gen. 14:13), while “Israel” is a religious and political designation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 4:18 Besides being a priest at Shiloh, Eli had also judged Israel for forty years.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Sam 4:21–22 Like Eli, Phinehas’s wife seems more concerned with the fate of the ark than with the death of her husband.  Ichabod means “where is the glory?” She mourns for Israel because it is without the presence of God.  She doesn’t know that the Lord is going to demonstrate his glory in the land of Philistia, as will be seen in ch. 5.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· The glory has departed from Israel.  Do we act like Israelites?  Do you believe God will be with you if you take certain actions, e.g., good services or deeds, fasting, or offerings?  
· How are we sure of God’s presence with us?  How do we know God will help us in difficult situations?  
· Does the service of our church glorify God?  
· What did you learn from this passage?  

Wrapping up 
· From the story of Samuel, we know God can raise anyone to serve Him.  Age, skill, capability, social stature, knowledge… are not the criteria for God to serve Him.  Then, what are the traits that you think important for us to have in order to follow God’s will?  
· From the Story of Eli, how should we live a life pleasing to God?  What do you learn from his failure?  
· If you are not a Christian yet, how would you know whether God is calling you?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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