Romans 8, 10/31/2014

Opening
· How is your life this week?  
· Remember your first month at UConn?  How was it?  What was the most difficult thing for you to adjust?  How long did it take for you to fit into the new mode of life?  
· Remember your first month after being baptized?  How was it?  What was the most difficult thing for you to adjust?  How long did it take for you to fit into the new mode of Christian life?  How about now?  
· Are you an heir of Bill Gates or Warren Buffett?  If so, what would you plan to do?  Will a person be so lucky to be their heir?  
· Is it fortunate to be an heir of God?  What does that imply?  
· What was the most glorious moment of your life thus far?  Got into a good university?  Graduation?  Got married?  How about for the next ten years?  A major scientific breakthrough?  A major award in a company or in a professional society?  CEO of a leading company?  
· What will be our future glory in Christ Jesus?  How would that compare with the glories of this world?  
· Do you know the divorce rate in the States?  In China?  Why sweet hearts become enemies?  What separate them?  
· Have you seen Christians got lost after being baptized, after graduation, after getting married with a non-Christian, after ..?  What separated them from the love of Christ?  Can anything separate us from the love of Christ?  

The Problem Context (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· Assurance of hope and hope in Christ’s triumph over Adam’s sin (5:1–21) 
· The triumph of grace over the power of sin (6:1–23) 
· The triumph of grace over the power of the law (7:1–6) 
· The law and sin (7:7–25) 
· Life in the Spirit (8:1–17) 
· Assurance of hope (8:18–39) 
· God’s Righteousness to Israel and to the Gentiles (9:1–11:36)

Life in the Spirit (8:1-11) 
· How do we know that we are in Christ?  
· Rom. 8:1–17 Life in the Spirit.  Paul celebrates the new life of the Spirit that Christians enjoy as a result of Christ’s saving work.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:2 The evidence that believers are in Christ is that the power of sin has been broken in their lives by the work of the Holy Spirit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:10 Since the bodies of Christians are not yet redeemed, they still die, even though they are freed from the condemnation of sin.  Yet the presence of the Spirit within believers testifies to the new life they enjoy because of the righteousness of Christ that is now theirs.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What a contrast of the two life styles!  
· Where are you now?  Do you have the confidence that you are in Christ?  Why?  

Heirs with Christ (8:12-17) 
· Rom. 8:12 A conclusion is drawn from the previous verses.  Since Christians live in the Spirit, they are no longer captive to the flesh and should no longer live according to the flesh.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:15 Christians are no longer slaves to sin but are adopted as sons into God’s family, as evidenced by the Spirit that cries out within them that God is their father.  Abba is the Aramaic word for Father.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Is this amazing?  
· Is this precious?  
· Rom. 8:16 The witness of the Spirit gives the Christian’s spirit assurance that he or she is God’s child.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:17 All who are God’s children are also heirs of his promises, but a willingness to follow Christ in suffering is another sign of being God’s children.  ESV Study Bible.  
· NLT (New Living Translation): And since we are his children, we are his heirs.  In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory.  But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering.  
· ESV (English Standard Version): and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  
· Also see Romans 5:3.  
· Discussion 
· Have you heard about the “Prosperity gospel”?  What do you think about it?  Why?  

Future Glory (8:18-30) 
· Rom. 8:18–39 Assurance of Hope.  Paul began this major section of the letter (5:1–8:39) by emphasizing the final hope of believers (5:1–11), and now he concludes with the same emphasis.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:19 Creation is personified in this verse and the following verses in order to emphasize the wonder of the future glory of God’s sons (i.e., believers who have the rights of inheritance of all that God has in store for them).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:20–21 When Adam sinned, the created world was also subjected to futility.  One thinks of the thorns and thistles that were to accompany work in Gen. 3:17–19, the pain in childbirth for the woman (Gen. 3:16), and the repeated refrain that all is vanity in Ecclesiastes (where the Septuagint uses the same Greek word here used for “futility”).   The original creation (Genesis 1–2) did not have these things, and on the last day it also will be transformed and freed from the effects of sin and will instantly become far more beautiful, productive, and easy to live in than one can ever imagine.  ESV Study Bible.  
· NLT (New Living Translation): Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse.  But with eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay.  
· Rom. 8:23 God’s people also groan and long for the completion of his saving work.  The tension is seen here between the already and not yet in Paul’s theology.  Christians already have the first fruits of the Spirit, but they still await the day of their final adoption when their bodies are fully redeemed and they are raised from the dead.  Their adoption has already occurred in a legal sense (v. 15), and they already enjoy many of its privileges, but here Paul uses “adoption” to refer to the yet greater privilege of receiving perfect resurrection bodies.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:28 God weaves everything together for good for his children.  The “good” in this context does not refer to earthly comfort but conformity to Christ (v. 29), closer fellowship with God, bearing good fruit for the kingdom, and final glorification (v. 30).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:30 The chain that begins with the word “foreknew” in v. 29 cannot be broken.  Those who are predestined by God are also called effectively to faith through the gospel (see 2 Thess. 2:14).  And all those who are called are also justified (declared to be right in God’s sight).  Because not all who are invited to believe are actually justified, the “calling” here cannot refer to merely a general invitation but must refer to an effective call that creates the faith necessary for justification (Rom. 5:1).  All those who are justified will also be glorified (receive resurrection bodies) on the last day.  Paul speaks of glorification as if it were already completed, since God will certainly finish the good work he started (cf. Phil. 1:6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Vanity and hope?  

God’s Everlasting Love (8:31-39) 
· Rom. 8:31–39 A joyous conclusion to the argument that Paul has carefully unfolded throughout the preceding chapters.  The opposition of unbelievers and Satan will never succeed, since God is for us (v. 31).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 8:34 Paul give three reasons why no one can condemn God’s elect.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  What have you seen or heard?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Your own experience?  

Wrapping up 
· Go back to the opening questions and briefly conclude.  
· Confronting sufferings and disappointments, can we declare our faith as what Paul did here?  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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