Romans 12, 12/5/2014

Opening
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Did you have a good dinner tonight?  Did you enjoy the singing tonight?  Do you feel at home at UCBSG or SCCC?  Who are the heroes behind the scene?  
· Do you know your strengths or gifts?  Do you know others’ strengths or gifts?  Examples?  
· What are the values of this world?  Become a millionaire at 40?  Attitude toward marriage?  Are Christians dinosaurs in their value systems?  
· What are marks of Christian communities?  What can be improved at UCBSG or SCCC?  Who should improve them?  Will you be able to contribute?  Are you a guest of this community or a member of it?  

The Problem Context (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· God’s Righteousness to Israel and to the Gentiles (9:1–11:36)
· God’s Righteousness in Everyday Life (12:1–15:13)

A Living Sacrifice (12:1-2) 
· Rom. 12:1–15:13 God’s Righteousness in Everyday Life.  The gift of God’s saving righteousness leads to a new life.  In this section Paul works out some of the practical implications of God’s saving mercy.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 12:1–2 Paradigm for Exhortations: Total Dedication to God.  These verses summarize the response to God’s grace and serve as the introduction for all of 12:1–15:13.  They encapsulate what it means to live in a way that pleases God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 12:1 Therefore points back to the entire argument from 1:18–11:36.  Mercies of God. Christians are to give themselves entirely to God because of his saving grace, as shown in 3:21–11:36.  Whereas OT worship focused on offering animal sacrifices in the temple, Paul says that spiritual worship in a broad sense now includes offering one’s whole life to God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 12:2 The present evil age still threatens those who belong to Christ, so they must resist its pressure.  Their lives are changed as their minds are made new (contrast 1:28), so that they are able to “discern” God’s will.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice?  How to renew our minds?  
· God’s will for UCBSG?  SCCC?  God’s will for you?  

Humble Service in the Body of Christ – Gifts of Grace (12:3-8) 
· Rom. 12:3–13:14 Marks of the Christian Community.  The new life of believers is described in this section.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 12:3.  Realistic assessment of one’s gift is essential and involves recognition of one’s “measure of faith,” i.e., knowing to what extent one has the faith suited for exercising particular gifts.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Paul’s phrase, sober judgment, is difficult.  It involves looking at the hard realities of the goals we have for ourselves and measuring that against the results our life has produced.  Sober judgment is deeply honest.  A win is a win and a loss is a loss.  by Adam McLane on May 14, 2011 in Christian Living, http://adammclane.com/2011/05/14/sober-judgment/.  
· Rom. 12:4–5 The diversity and unity of the church is illustrated by comparison to the human body.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 12:6 The variety of the body is evident from the various gifts God has given the church.  On the gift of prophecy, Paul instructs prophets to speak only when they have faith or confidence that the Holy Spirit is truly revealing something to them, and not to exceed the faith that God has given them by trying to impress others.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 12:7–8 Christians should concentrate upon and give their energies to the gifts God has given them.  Thus Paul spotlights three attitudes necessary in exercising particular gifts: (1) those who have a special gift of helping others financially should never give grudgingly but always generously; (2) those who lead often have no one to whom they are accountable, and hence they must beware of laziness; (3) those who show mercy to the hurting must not grow weary but continue to minister with gladness.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are our spiritual gifts?  Have we made good use of them?  When and how do we want to try them out?  
· What should we watch out in serving brothers and sisters?  Renewing our minds.  

Love in Action – Marks of the True Christian (12:9-21) 
· What marks Christian communities?  The key aspects?  
· Love.  Hate.  Zeal.  Empathy (同理心).  Don’t do God’s job for Him.  
· Rom. 12:9 The remainder of the chapter is a description of the life that is pleasing to God.  Not surprisingly, love heads the list, for all that Paul says is embraced by the call to love.  ESV Study Bible.   
· Rom. 12:14 Bless … do not curse.  These words reflect the teaching of Jesus (Matt. 5:44).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 12:19 Vengeance is mine.  Another allusion to Jesus’ teaching (Matt. 5:39).  Feelings of revenge can be overcome by realizing that God will make all things right, and that he will visit his wrath on those who deserve it.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Counter examples to the above?  
· Why is the above important?  Part of sanctification process.  
· How to practically carrying out the above?  

Wrapping up 
· Real meaning of being a living sacrifice?  Are you willing?  What to do?  
· Your favorite verses?  
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