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Opening
· Welcome back to school.  How was your summer?  The most memorable thing?  
· What did we study during the summer?  Revelation.  What are the main messages?  
· What can you say about the city of Rome now and back in the first century?  How about its people?  Why did Paul write the book Romans?  What did he want to say?  Related to Revelation?  
· How can one believe in God?  Seeing miracles?  Hearing the gospel?  What is the gospel?  
· In the States, which people are like Chinese?  In what sense?  
· Who are God’s chosen people?  Israelites?  Why?  Advantages or disadvantages?  

Introduction to Romans 
· Author: The apostle Paul (recorded by Tertius, 16:22).  
· Date: Paul probably wrote Romans from Corinth, on his third missionary journey, in a.d. 57 (Acts 20:2–3).  
· Theme: The revelation of God’s judging and saving righteousness in the gospel of Jesus Christ. In the cross of Christ, God judges sin and yet at the same time manifests his saving mercy.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Key points.  ESV Study Bible.  
1.	All people are sinners, therefore all, without exception, need to be saved from their sin.  1:18–3:20; 5:12–19.
2.	The Mosaic law, though good and holy, cannot counteract the power of sin.  2:12–29; 3:9–20; 5:20; 7:1–25; 9:30–10:8.  
3.	Through the righteousness of God, sin is judged and salvation is provided.  3:21–26; 5:12–19; 6:1–10; 7:1–6; 8:1–4
4.	With the coming of Jesus Christ, the former age of redemptive history has passed away and the new age of redemptive history has begun.  1:1–7; 3:21–26; 5:1–8:39
5.	The atoning death of Jesus Christ is central to God’s plan of salvation.	 3:21–26; 4:23–25; 5:6–11, 15–19; 6:1–10; 7:4–6; 8:1–4
6.	Justification is by faith alone.  1:16–4:25; 9:30–10:21  
7.	There is a certain hope of future glory for those who are in Christ Jesus.  5:1–8:39
8.	Those who have died with Christ and who enjoy the work of the Holy Spirit are enabled to live a new life.	2:25–29; 6:1–7:6; 8:1–39  
9.	God is sovereign in salvation; he works all things according to his plan.  9:1–11:36
10.	God fulfills his saving promises to both Jews and Gentiles.  1:18–4:25; 9:1–11:36; 15:8–13
11.	The grace of the gospel calls Christians to personal holiness, mutual service, good citizenship, and wholehearted neighbor-love in Christ.  12:1–13:14 
· The Setting of Romans.  Rome was the epicenter of the powerful Roman Empire, ruling over many of the great ancient centers of Western civilization.  ESV Study Bible.  
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Greeting (1:1-7) 
· Can you analyze the structure of 1:1-7?  What do these verses try to say?  
· Rom. 1:1–7 Salutation: The Gospel Concerning God’s Son.  This is the longest introduction of any of Paul’s letters.  Paul goes into more detail here because he had never been to Rome and he wanted to summarize his gospel for the Roman readers.  One remarkable feature of this section is that many of the themes mentioned here also conclude the letter in the final doxology (16:25–27): (1) Paul’s apostolic authority; (2) the fulfillment of the OT Scriptures in the gospel; (3) the gospel that centers on Jesus Christ; (4) the obedience of faith; (5) the mission to the Gentiles; and (6) the glory of Jesus Christ and God the Father.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 1:2–3 Jesus fulfilled the OT prophecy that a descendant of David would rule forever, and hence he is the Messiah (see 2 Sam. 7:12–16; Psalm 89; 132; Isa. 11:1–5; Jer. 23:5–6;Ezek. 34:23–24).  The eternal Son of God assumed humanity to become the messianic King.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 1:4 Jesus was declared by God the Father to be the Son of God in power when he was raised from the dead and installed at God’s right hand as the messianic King.  As the eternal Son of God, he has reigned forever with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  But this verse refers to Jesus as the God-man reigning in messianic power, and this reign began at a certain point in salvation history, i.e., when Jesus was raised from the dead through the Holy Spirit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 1:5 Paul’s mission is to all people groups.  His goal is to bring about the obedience of faith (cf.16:26).  Obedience is required, but it is an obedience that flows from saving faith and is always connected to ongoing faith.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about these verses?  

Paul’s Longing to Visit Rome (1:8-15) 
· Rom. 1:8–15 Prayer for an Apostolic Visit.  Paul expresses his desire to come to Rome.  Paul had desired to visit Rome for many years because he had a special call as the “apostle to the Gentiles” (11:13) to proclaim the gospel to all peoples.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Did Paul visit Rome?  When?  Did God hear his prayers?  
· Where do you want to visit the most?  Why?  For what sake?  
· Whom are you obligated to?  

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith (1:16-17) 
· Christians in Ancient Rome?  
· Rom. 1:16–17 The Gospel of the Righteousness of God.  Paul explains why he is so eager to preach the gospel everywhere: the gospel is the saving power of God, in which the righteousness of God is revealed.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 1:16 Because of their lack of size, fame, or honor in the Roman corridors of power and influence, Christians might be tempted to be ashamed of the Christian message.  But Paul says it is nothing to be ashamed of, for it is in fact a message coming with the power of God that brings people to salvation. Jew first indicates the priority of the Jews in salvation history and their election as God’s people.  The role of the Jews is a major issue in Romans, as seen especially in the discussion in chs. 9–11.  Greek is not limited here to people from Greece but refers to all Gentiles.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Christians in the States?  In China?  Are we ashamed of the gospel?  
· Why “by faith from first to last”?  

God’s Wrath against Sinful Humanity (1:18-31) 
· Do you like the blue sky, white clouds, and bright moon?  Do you like the UConn campus?  Who created them?  
· Have you heard about Equal Opportunities?  What is your view on homosexual?  
· Rom. 1:18–32 The Unrighteousness of the Gentiles.  God’s wrath is righteously revealed because people suppress the truth about the one true God and turn to idolatry (vv. 18–23).  The consequence of idolatry is the moral disintegration of human society (vv. 24–32).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 1:19–20 God’s wrath is expressed for good reason since his power and divine nature are clearly revealed through the world he has made, and yet he is rejected by all people.  These verses show that salvation does not come through “general revelation” (what is known about God through the natural world) since Paul emphasizes the universality of sin and concludes that “no one seeks for God” (3:11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Things that have been made.  The entire natural world bears witness to God through its beauty, complexity, design, and usefulness.  
· Without excuse.  No one should complain that God has left insufficient evidence of his existence and character; the fault is with those who reject the evidence.  
· Rom. 1:26–27 Not only homosexual acts but also such passions or desires are said to be dishonorable before God.  Just as idolatry is unnatural (contrary to what God intended when he made human beings), so too homosexuality is contrary to nature in that it does not represent what God intended when he made men and women with physical bodies that have a “natural” way of interacting with each other and “natural” desires for each other.  Paul follows the OT and Jewish tradition in seeing all homosexual relationships as sinful.  The creation account in Genesis 1–2 reveals the divine paradigm for human beings, indicating that God’s will is for man and woman to be joined in marriage.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 1:28–31 Human sin is not confined to sexual sins, and Paul now lists a whole catalog of the evils common among human beings as a result of turning from God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How can we get to know God?  Have faith in him?  
· Discuss some of the bad behaviors or characteristics.  Do we share some of them?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  Many!  
· If you want to write something to those new students who just arrived from the Far East, what will you write?  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow and Chunlong Liu, 8/28/2014 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2014
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