Revelation 3, 9/19/2014

Opening
· What are the heritages of being a Chinese?  Proud of the heritages?  Their usefulness?  Do we still have to follow the laws or earn our livings?  
· Heritages of being a Jew?  Advantages or disadvantages?  The Law, circumcision, and promises.  Their usefulness?  What is The Law?  
· Is corruption good?  No.  If cleansing corruptions benefits the country and increases the popularity, glory and power of the leadership, why should the leadership still bring to justice those who commit corruptions?  
· Are there “good men” in the world?  What is a “good man”?  GuangBiao Chen?  How about righteous man?  
· There is the “No Free Lunch” theory.  Is there a free lunch?  A free dinner?  Yes every Friday at UCBSG.  Free salvation?  
· Is God the God of Jews alone?  Christians alone?  Earth alone?  Or is He the God of universe and the God of creation (and redemption)?  

A Bigger Picture (ESV Study Bible)
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17)
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The unrighteousness of the Gentiles (1:18–32)
· The unrighteousness of the Jews (2:1–3:8)
· The unrighteousness of all people (3:9–20)
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25)
· God’s righteousness in the death of Jesus (3:21–26)
· Righteousness by faith for Jews and Gentiles (3:27–31)
· Abraham as the father of Jews and Gentiles (4:1–25)

God’s Faithfulness (3:1-8) 
· What was Paul doing here?  Answering a hypothetical question?  
· Rom. 3:1 After arguing that the Spirit’s work in Gentiles renders them true Jews and the true circumcision, Paul raises the logical question of whether there is any advantage or value in being an ethnic Jew and physically circumcised.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 3:2 One might expect Paul to answer that no advantage or “value” results from being Jews.  Instead, he claims that the Jews have great advantages, consisting chiefly in possessing the oracles of God, which refers to the OT Scriptures and may focus on God’s promises to save Israel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What are the advantages of possessing the oracles of God?  
· Rom. 3:3–4 Even though the Jews were unfaithful and refused to trust and obey God, he remains faithful to them and therefore will fulfill his covenant promises, particularly his promise to save them.  Paul is speaking generally and does not mean that every single Jew will be saved; he further develops God’s faithfulness to the Jews in Chapters 9–11.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Was Judas, who betrayed Jesus, a hero?  
· Heritages of being a Chinese?  Advantages or disadvantages?  Heritages of being a Christian?  Advantages of disadvantages?  

No One Is Righteous (3:9-20) 
· Rom. 3:9–20 The Unrighteousness of All People.  The argument of the entire section, 1:18–3:20, is concluded here.  Paul cites the OT to charge all with sin, both Jews and Gentiles, preparing the way for the claim that right standing with God is available only for those who trust in the atoning death of Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 3:10–12 Paul focuses on the sinfulness of every human being, citing Ps. 14:1–3 and perhaps echoing Eccles. 7:20.  When Paul says none is righteous, no one seeks for God, and no one does good, he means that no human being on his own seeks for God or does any good that merits salvation.  Paul does not deny that human beings perform some actions that conform externally to goodness, but these actions, prior to salvation, are still stained by evil, since they are not done for God’s glory (Rom. 1:21) and do not come from faith (14:23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 3:19 The law here, as is typically the case in Romans, refers to the Mosaic law.  Those under the law are the Jews.  But why is every mouth left without excuse and condemned before God if the law is addressed only to the Jews?  Paul’s logic is that if the Jews, who are God’s special covenant people, cannot keep the law, then it follows that Gentiles, who are taught much of the law by their consciences, will not avoid God’s condemnation either.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom 3:20 The three purposes of the Law (Reformation Study Bible): 
· To be a mirror reflecting to us both the perfect righteousness of God and our own sinfulness and shortcomings.  
· To restrain evil by its threats of judgment.  
· To guide the regenerate into the good works that God has planned for them.  
· Discussion 
· What are the purposes of laws in general, and the Mosaic Law in particular?  

Righteousness through Faith (3:21-31) 
· Rom. 3:21–26 God’s Righteousness in the Death of Jesus.  God’s saving righteousness has been manifested now in the death of Jesus Christ, so that God’s justice and love are reconciled in the cross.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 3:26 In the cross of Christ, God has shown himself to be just (utterly holy, so that the penalty demanded by the law is not removed but paid for by Christ) but also the justifier (the one who provides the means of justification and who declares people to be in right standing with himself) and the Savior of all those who trust in Jesus.  Here is the heart of the Christian faith, for at the cross God’s justice and love meet.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 3:27–31 Righteousness by Faith for Jews and Gentiles.  Both Jews and Gentiles obtain a right standing with God by faith alone.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 3:31 When Paul says, “we uphold the law,” he affirms the abiding moral norms of the law and thus anticipates the charge of antinomianism, to which he responds more fully in Chapters 6 and 7.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is there a free lunch?  Free dinner?  Free but priceless salvation!  

Wrapping up 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There is a Chinese saying that in a family, the father is strict but the mother is loving.  Why?  In Christianity, where do love and righteousness meet?  On the cross.    
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  Many!  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow and Chunlong Liu, 9/18/2014 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2014

