Romans 5, 10/10/2014

Opening
· Do you enjoy the beautiful sceneries of the foliage?  When a Christian sees it, what would he/she think?  How about for a non-Christian?  What are the differences?  Why?  
· For those who are beautiful/handsome or intelligent or rich, do you thank your parents?  Why or why not?  For those who are ugly or dumb or poor, do you blame your parents?  Why or why not?  
· What are the roles of genetics?  Breast cancer?  
· The roles of other factors?  
· Was Adam to be blamed for our sins?  Why or why not?  For our sinful natures?  Why or why not?  
· Did we inherit sinful nature from our parents?  Grant parents?  Great grant parents?  Adam and Eve?  How?  
· Was Eve to be blamed?  Didn’t she eat the forbidden fruit first?  
· Are humans destined to die?  Is death a biological must?  
· How could ancient people live so long, e.g., 500 or 600 or even 900 years old?  
· What would be the average human life 100 years from now?  1000 years from now?  

A Bigger Picture (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· God’s righteousness in the death of Jesus (3:21–26) 
· Righteousness by faith for Jews and Gentiles (3:27–31) 
· Abraham as the father of Jews and Gentiles (4:1–25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· Assurance of hope (5:1–11) 
· Hope in Christ’s triumph over Adam’s sin (5:12–21) 
· The triumph of grace over the power of sin (6:1–23) 

Peace and Hope (5:1-11) 
· What is the result of righteousness by faith?  Hope.  
· What is hope?  
· Do you like sufferings?  Why or why not?  
· Experiences?  Military services?  Ph.D. programs?  
· Rom. 5:1–11 Assurance of Hope.  Those who are justified by faith have an unshakable hope, knowing they will be saved from God’s wrath on the Day of Judgment by virtue of Christ’s substitutionary death on their behalf.  ESV Study Bible.  
· New Testament hope is the assurance of something not yet fully experienced, and quite different from uncertain, wishful thinking.  That this hope will not be frustrated is guaranteed here and now by the love of God that the Holy Spirit pours into believers’ heart.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Hope of future glory and life eternal.  
· Rom. 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified. Chapter 5 begins with a ringing affirmation of the objective legal standing of the Christian – that the Christian, through faith in Christ, has been justified and declared righteous by God, once for all.  The result of this is that the Christian no longer lives under the fear of judgment and the wrath of God but has peace with God, which is not merely a subjective feeling but an objective reality.  ESV Study Bible.  
· John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  
· Rom. 5:3–4 The people of God rejoice not only in future glory but in present trials and sufferings, not because trials are pleasant but because they produce a step-by-step transformation that makes believers more like Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Character – Other translations: Experience or approvedness.  
· Rom. 5:5 Followers of Christ have no reason to fear humiliation on the judgment day, for they now belong to God.  Indeed, they know that they have received God’s love because the Holy Spirit poured his love into their hearts at conversion.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Your experience of suffering, perseverance, charter and hope, the hope that we just discussed?  

Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ (5:12-21) 
· Rom. 5:12–21 Hope in Christ’s Triumph over Adam’s Sin.  The main theme of this section continues to be the future hope of those who have trusted in Christ.  Adam brought sin and death into the world, but those who have believed in Christ are full of hope, for Christ has reversed the consequences of Adam’s sin and has given his own life and righteousness to secure their eternal glory.  The extended parallel between the one man Adam’s sin and the one man Christ’s obedience shows that Paul considered Adam a historical person, not a fictional or mythological character; it also shows the importance of insisting on the historicity of Adam today.  These verses also show that Adam had a leadership role with respect to the human race that Eve did not have, for even though Eve sinned by eating the forbidden fruit before Adam did so (Gen. 3:6), it was “one man’s trespass,” that is, Adam’s sin, through which “sin came into the world” (Rom. 5:12) and through which “many died” (v. 15), “death reigned” (v. 17), and “many were made sinners” (v. 19).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 5:12 Paul here begins a comparison that is not concluded until vv. 18-21.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Through one man.  Death is not natural to humanity, but is the direct result of sin.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Because all sinned.  The universal reign of death is the consequence of sin.  Paul does not explain how all mankind was involved with Adam in his sinning, but simply asserts the fact.  All sinned in the sin of Adam.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Death through sin is contrary to secular thought that regards death as a “natural” part of human life.  In the biblical sense, death is never natural but is “the last enemy” (1 Cor. 15:26; cf. 15:54) that will be conquered finally and forever at the return of Christ (Rev. 21:4).  Death in these verses most likely denotes both physical death and spiritual death together (Paul often connects the two).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 5:14 Those who did not live under the law were still judged for their sin, since death held sway over them.  Still, their sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, since Adam violated a commandment specifically revealed to him by God.  Adam is atype (model, pattern; Gk. typos) of Christ, for both Adam and Christ are covenantal heads of the human race, so that all people are either “in Adam” or “in Christ” (cf. 1 Cor. 15:22).  All are in Adam by physical birth, while only those with the new birth are in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 5:20 While sin was in the world before the law was given, the law reveals sin in its specific character as trespass, lapsing from a set standard.  Such lapses “abound” because the law’s demands stir up contrary cravings in sinners’ heart (7-5, 8).  But in the face of this increase of sin, “grace abounded all the more,” not only keeping pace with the offense, but outdoing it, in the great salvation accomplished through Christ.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· In a sermon, a pastor presented 65 sins.  Afterward, a person came to praise him and said: “Among the sins you presented, several of them I have not tried yet.”  
· Discussion 
· How did sin enter into human race, in particular, to Adam and Eve upon their eating of the forbidden fruit?  It is not clear.  Some partial explanations are provided below.  We need faith that this will be revealed one day in the future.  
· Original Sin and Epigenetics,  http://www.inplainsite.org/html/original_sin_or_epigenetics.html
· Epigenetics Offers New Solution to Some Long-Standing Theological Problems: Inherited Sin, Christ’s Sinlessness, and Generational Curses Can be Explained, http://www.normangeisler.net/articles/theology/2010-EpigeneticsSolvesTheologicalProblems.htm
· In contrast to the above, how did God’s grace and the gift of righteousness come into human race?  
· How long can a stem cell live in a petri dish?  Forever?  

Wrapping up 
· Based on what we learned above, do you have stronger hope now?  What difference will that make?  
· Some of Paul’s points may not seem that scientific for now.  However, as time proceeds, things will be changed to vindicate his viewpoints.  This has happened to many things recorded in the Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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