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Opening
· 餿水油.  The Hong Kong–based South China Morning Post reports (9/8/2014) that the popular breakfast staple known as pineapple buns (菠萝包), offered in branches of Maxim’s Cakes (美心西饼, https://www.maximscakes.com.hk/tc/index.asp) and 7-Eleven, as well two specialty Starbucks outlets, could have been made with gutter oil — a potentially harmful blend of oil extracted from food waste, offal and the byproducts of tanneries.  http://time.com/3300093/taiwan-gutter-oil-hong-kong-chang-guann-maxims-cakes-starbucks-7-eleven/.  
· What do you think of the above?  
· Is Confucius (孔子) in heaven or hell?  Was he saved?   
· What can you say about Jews?  God’s chosen people.  What do they have?  
· The Law and circumcision, among other things.  
· What are their world views?  
· Do you want to be judged by others or do you want to be a judge to judge others?  Are we judging others?  Every day?  Even now?  
· What did we discuss about Romans 1?  Romans 1:16-17; 22-23.  
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God’s Righteous Judgment (2:1-16) 
· Rom. 2:1–29 Most interpreters argue that Paul focuses on the sin of the Jews throughout this chapter.  Another view is that the sin of the moralist, whether Jewish or Gentile, is condemned in vv. 1–16, with the Jews coming into special prominence in vv. 17–29.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 2:1-16 Paul turns to an imaginary representative of a real and identifiable group of people.  Although he specifically mentions Jews only at v. 17, he probably has them in mind already.  They agree with his statement about God’s wrath, but assume they stand outside of it (hence his stern warning in v. 5).  But the nature of this presumption, if not its specific form, is not limited to Jews.  In this context Paul sets forth the principles of the divine judgment all must face.  It is based on truth (v. 2) and marked by righteousness (v. 5).  It is according to works (v. 6), impartial in nature (v. 11), and executed through Christ (v. 16).  Such judgment will bring agonizing ruin to all sinners (v. 8, 9).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rom. 2:1 Why did Paul condemn those people?  
· God does not condemn them merely because they judged others but because they practiced the same sins they condemned in others (the very same things, esp. those mentioned in 1:29–31).  All people are without excuse because all, without exception, have sinned against God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 2:4 Do you presume is probably directed against Jews who thought that their covenant relationship with God would shield them from final judgment.  After all, they had often experienced his kindness and forbearance and patience.  They thought such blessings showed that they were right with God and had no need to trust in Christ, but Paul says the opposite is true: God’s blessings should have led them to repent of their sins.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What can be said about Christians?  
· Rom. 2:5 A soft and repentant heart is needed to avert God’s wrath on the day of wrath, the final judgment.  Such repentance would express itself in trust in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.  Paul disagrees with much of the Jewish teaching of his day, according to which the Jews were not storing up wrath but were in good standing with God through their covenant relationship, not needing to meet God’s standard of perfect obedience but needing only an intention to obey God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 2:14–16 Paul explains here why Gentiles who do not have the law will face judgment apart from the law (see v. 12).  The reason it is fair for God to judge them for their evil is that God’s law is written on their hearts, so that their consciences attest to what is right and what is wrong in their behavior.  Paul does not imply that the testimony of human conscience is always a perfect moral guide (for people have conflicting thoughts about their moral behavior, sometimes excusing themselves from wrongdoing), but the very existence of this testimony is sufficient to render people accountable to God.  (Elsewhere Paul indicates that people’s consciences can be distorted by sin; see 1 Cor. 8:7, 10; 10:29; 1 Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:15.).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is Confucius (孔子) in heaven or hell?  Was he saved?   

The Jews and the Law (2:17-29) 
· There are pageant contests and they select the most beautiful persons ~ beautify kings or queens, the ideal persons under certain criteria.  Do you have an ideal husband, ideal wife, ideal boyfriend or girlfriend?  Are you an ideal husband or wife?  How to set the criteria?  
· Do not forget about birthdays, anniversaries, three weeks’ European vacation each year, coming home on time each day, good food each meal, ..  
· Rom. 2:17–24 The Jews are indicted for failing to practice what they preach.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 2:17–20 Paul details the privileges of the Jews as the elect people of God.  Their advantages are genuine, for God has given them his law and hence they are able to instruct the Gentiles with the truths God revealed to them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 2:21–24 Paul zeros in on the main problem with the Jews.  They fail to practice the law they proclaim, and hence they will face judgment.  Their boast in God is nullified by their failure to obey him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 2:28 Verses 28–29 function as the ground of vv. 26–27.  In striking contrast to the Jewish beliefs of his day, Paul claims that true Jewishness and genuine circumcision are not ethnic or physical matters.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 2:29 True Jewishness and true circumcision are matters of the heart.  They are the work of the Holy Spirit.  The letter/Spirit contrast occurs three times in Paul (see also 7:6; 2 Cor. 3:6) and always compares the old era of redemptive history with the new age inaugurated by Jesus Christ.  The law is described as letter because it cannot and does not transform anyone.  The reference to the work of the Spirit demonstrates that the obedience described in Rom. 2:26–27 and in vv. 7, 10 is the result of the Spirit’s work.  Therefore, it is not the obedience of the unregenerate that is in view here but rather the obedience of those who, by the convicting work of the Holy Spirit, have repented of their hard hearts (v. 5), who have received the Holy Spirit, and who are being enabled by the Spirit to live a new life characterized by obedience to God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is it important not to forget about birthdays and anniversaries, and to share fun and quality time together?    

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Coming back to the issue of gutter oil, do we have gutter oil in our daily life and in our mind?  How to get rid of them and prevent them from happening again?    
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