Romans 10, 11/14/2014

Opening
· Have you heard about or read the book “The Little Prince”?  
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· The Little Prince is a poetic tale, in which a pilot stranded in a desert meets a young prince fallen to Earth from a tiny asteroid.  The story is philosophical and includes social criticism, remarking on the strangeness of the adult world.  It was written during a period when the French aristocrat, writer, poet and pioneering aviator Antoine de Saint-Exupéry (1900–1944) fled to North America subsequent to the Fall of France during the Second World War.  The fable, according to one review, is actually “...an allegory of Saint-Exupéry's own life – his search for childhood certainties and interior peace, his mysticism, his belief in human courage and brotherhood.... but also an allusion to the tortured nature of their relationship.”  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Little_Prince.  
· Have you seen the following pictures?  What are they?  
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· Rosetta is a robotic space probe built and launched by the European Space Agency to perform a detailed study of comet 67P/Churyumov–Gerasimenko (67P) with both an orbiter, and lander module Philae.  Rosetta was launched on 2 March 2004 on a rocket and reached the comet on 6 August 2014, becoming the first spacecraft to orbit a comet.  Rosetta’s Philae lander successfully made the first controlled touchdown on Comet 67P on Thursday, Nov. 13, 2014.  The Rosetta mission will orbit 67P for 17 months and is designed to complete the most detailed study of a comet ever attempted.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosetta_(spacecraft).  
· “Rosetta is trying to answer the very big questions about the history of our solar system,” said Matt Taylor, ESA Rosetta project scientist.  “What were the conditions like at its infancy and how did it evolve?  What role did comets play in this evolution? How do comets work?”  http://www.cnn.com/2014/11/13/world/comet-landing/?cid=ob_articlesidebarall&iref=obnetwork.  
· What are the implications of Rosetta and Philae to Christians?  
· Is the Rosetta comet mission easy?  For scientific research, is it important to have the true knowledge?  
· In the search of God, is it important to be based on the true knowledge?  What is the true knowledge?  
· How difficult is it to become a Christian – What are the standards?  Achievements?  
· Do you know how to sing the song 爱你在心口难开 (I love you more than I can say)?  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERcd3jkD34s  
· Do you understand the word “serendipity”?  
· 一分耕耘一分收获 (No pain no gain)？
· 有意栽花花不开，无心插柳柳成荫？
· Many times we need to step back and think out of the box!  
· Do you like the word of God?  Why?  
· How wonderful is it to study the word of God?  
· How beautiful is it to tell others about it?  Have you tried that?  

The Problem Context (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· God’s Righteousness to Israel and to the Gentiles (9:1–11:36)
· God’s righteousness established in history (9:1–29)
· Israel’s rejection of God’s saving promises (9:30–11:10)
· God’s righteousness in his plan for Jews and Gentiles (11:11–32)
· Concluding doxology (11:33–36)

Israel’s Unbelief (9:30-10:4) 
· Rom. 9:30–11:10 Israel’s Rejection of God’s Saving Promises.  God’s sovereignty is compatible with human responsibility.  Israel should have believed the gospel and trusted in Christ, but the majority refused to do so.  Still, God’s saving promises will be fulfilled.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 10:3 Many Jews did not believe in Christ because they failed to submit to God’s righteousness and instead attempted to be righteous before God on the basis of their own works.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 10:4 End probably includes the idea of both goal and termination.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are the standards to become a Christian?  Based on our achievements?  
· What is the “knowledge” talked about in v. 2?  

The Message of Salvation to All (10:5-21) 
· Rom. 10:6–8 Paul quotes Deut. 30:12–14 to show the contrast between the righteousness based on faith and the righteousness that comes from the law.  The righteousness based on faith reinterprets these OT statements and sees them now fulfilled in Christ.  There is no need to travel to heaven to bring Christ to earth, for God has already sent him into the world.  Nor should anyone think they must bring Christ up from the realm of the dead, for God has raised Christ from the dead.  What God requires is not superhuman works but faith in the gospel Paul preaches.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 10:9–10 In the parallelism of v. 10, Paul reverses the order of verbs in v. 9 and thereby indicates that heart-belief and mouth-confession belong together for justification (“righteousness”) and salvation.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rom. 10:14–15 How then … (ESV Study Bible)?  
· With a series of rhetorical questions, Paul considers the chain of events necessary for a person to be saved.  Verse 14 is linked to v. 13 with the word call.  The logic of these verses is clear: (1) People will call on Jesus to save them only if they believe he can do so; (2) belief in Christ cannot exist without knowledge about him; (3) one hears about Christ only when someone proclaims the saving message; and (4) the message about Christ will not be proclaimed unless someone is sent by God to do so.  
· That is why Paul was so urgent about spreading the gospel to the ends of the earth, for he believed that the only way to be saved was to hear and believe in the gospel.  
· Since salvation comes only from hearing the gospel, the feet of those who bring the message about Christ are beautiful (Isa. 52:7), probably because the feet carry the messengers to their destinations.  
· Rom. 10:16 Hearing the gospel is necessary for salvation, but hearing is not enough: people must also respond with personal trust.  Isaiah (Isa. 53:1) prophesies that not all will believe.  In the context of Romans 9–11, Paul is thinking especially of the Jews who did not believe.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 10:18–19 They who have heard the message probably refers to the Jewish people (see vv. 1, 19–20).  Paul quotes Ps. 19:4, which in its original context refers to general revelation, but Paul applies it to special revelation (the proclamation of the gospel) to emphasize that the Jews have heard the good news because the gospel has gone even to the ends of the world (i.e., to the Gentiles).  Israel should have understood from the prophecy of Deut. 32:21 that the Gentiles would believe.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rom. 10:20–21 The prophecy of Isa. 65:1 has been fulfilled in that the Gentiles who did not seek after God have now experienced God’s saving promises.  Israel, on the other hand, has fulfilled the words of Isa. 65:2.  They have rebelled against and disobeyed the gospel message.  Still, God extends his hands to them, inviting them to be saved.  On the one hand, God predestines some to be saved.  On the other hand, God still longs for all to be saved.  Though it may seem impossible to understand how both of these statements are true, the Bible teaches both, and one should not use either truth to deny the other.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  Do you want to be part of team?  How to get started?  
· Share the word of God with your friends and family members.  Also, try to lead the Bible study.  

Wrapping up 
· Gain the knowledge of science and technology, and gain the knowledge of the word of God.  Both are wonderful.  If you feel trapped, step back and pray.  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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