Romans 7, 10/24/2014

Opening
· Do you have a will?  Is it important to have a will when you have children or (big) money?  
· How many times can a will be changed?  Many times, till death.  
· What is the meaning of death?  What is the significance of death?  
· Is it better for a country to be ruled by laws set up by people, or ruled by a dictator without laws (or laws set up by him)?  
· Why do we need laws?  What are the roles of laws?  
· How much do you know about the laws of the States here?  Do you live your daily life by observing those laws?  
· Have you heard about “loopholes” of laws?  Who can exploit such loopholes?  What do you think about those people?  
· If you do not live your life by observing laws, what do you do then?  What is a meaningful way of life?  
· Do you still experience daily struggles?  
· What is the most struggling issue for you?  
· What is Linsanity?  Sanity?  Insanity?  
· Sanity: The quality or condition of being sane; soundness of mind.  (http://www.thefreedictionary.com)
· Sane: Of sound mind; mentally healthy.  
· Insanity: (Psychology) relatively permanent disorder of the mind.  
· Insanity: (Law) Unsoundness of mind sufficient in the judgment of a civil court to render a person unfit to maintain a contractual or other legal relationship or to warrant commitment to a mental health facility.  
· What do you think about insanity?  

The Problem Context (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· Assurance of hope and hope in Christ’s triumph over Adam’s sin (5:1–21) 
· The triumph of grace over the power of sin (6:1–23) 
· The triumph of grace over the power of the law (7:1–6) 
· The law and sin (7:7–25) 
· Life in the Spirit and assurance of hope (8:1–39) 

Released from the Law, Bound to Christ (7:1-6) 
· What did we learn from Chapter 6?  
· Dead to sin, alive in Christ (6:1-14).  
· Slaves to righteousness (6:15-23).  
· Now we change the focus to discuss to discuss the relationship between the law and sin – a fundamental question raised by many.  Within this context, law refers to the Mosaic Law given at Mount Sinai.  
· What is the relationship between the law and sin?  
· Is the law good or bad?  
· Rom. 7:1–6 The Triumph of Grace over the Power of the Law.  The law does not and cannot bring victory over sin and death since sin is defined and even promoted through the law.  But those who have died with Christ are set free from sin and the law.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 7:1–3 As in this entire chapter, law refers to the Mosaic law given at Mount Sinai.  Those who know the law includes both Jews and Gentiles who are familiar with the OT.  Verse 1 introduces the principle, worked out in the following verses, that the law is in force only while a person is alive.  In vv. 2–3, Paul applies the principle to marriage.  A married woman who lives with another man is subject to the law regarding adultery only if her husband is still living.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Other examples beyond marriage?  

Is the Law Itself Sinful? (7:7-12) 
· What is the relationship between the law and sin?  Is the law sinful?  
· Rom. 7:7–25 The Law and Sin.  The claim that the Mosaic law produced sin and death raises the question, Is the law itself sinful?  In this section Paul explains that the law itself is good and that the fault lies with sin.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 7:7 The law defines sin and also provokes sin.  Confronted by the law, sin takes on the character of rebellion, so that people enjoy transgressing commands in order to demonstrate their independence.  This principle is illustrated from the tenth commandment, which prohibits coveting (Ex. 20:17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 7:8 Sine lies dead in the sense that either sin or its real offensiveness was not recognized.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rom. 7:9 He was alive, not in the sense of having spiritual life, but in his own estimation.  Knowing the law, which promised life for obedience, made Paul realize that law-keeping was required.  Trying to obey it made him realize that inwardly, in the desires of his heart, he was constantly breaking the law even before he knew it, and when he saw what he was doing he could not stop it.  Thus, Paul writes that sin, the anti-God, anti-law driving force within him, “deceived me and .. killed me.”  He became convinced that spiritually he was lifeless and lost.  Paul offers his personal experience as an index of how sin and law relate in everyone.  Reformation Study Bible.  

Christians’ Struggle: The Law of God vs. the Law of Sin (7:13-25) 
· Rom. 7:13–25 If the law is not sin, is it the case that the good law is responsible for death?  Paul argues that the fault lies with sin, not with the law.  Through the law, sin is revealed in all its hideousness, and the law is vindicated as good.  The section can be subdivided into vv. 14–17, 18–20, and 21–25.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 7:13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me?  No, says Paul, it was sin in me that became the cause of my spiritual death by leading me to break God’s good law.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Sin used a holy thing (law) for an unholy end (death).  By this fact the contemptible nature of sin is revealed.  NIV Study Bible.  
· NLT (New Living Translation): “Did the law, which is good, cause my death?  Of course not!  Sin used what was good to bring about my condemnation to death.  So we can see how terrible sin really is.  It uses God’s good commands for its own evil purposes.”  
· Rom. 7:16 The fact that he doesn’t like his own behavior is evidence that he likes the law.  The Three-Way Struggle: Law, Sin, and Me: A Study of Romans 7.  http://www.gci.org/bible/rom7.  
· Rom. 7:17 Not an attempt to escape moral responsibility but a statement of the great control sin can have over a Christian’s life.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The argument of insanity – sin did it!!  
· Rom. 7:24–25 Who will deliver me?  The living presence of Jesus Christ is the answer to the problem of sin in one’s life.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is it easy to be freed from sin and obey righteousness?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Being freed from sin and obeying righteousness is not automatic – it involves a struggle.  But didn’t Paul say that the old person is dead?  Yes, he did.  For legal authority, the old person is dead.  The law, sin and death no longer have authority over us.  But in terms of Christian life, the sinful nature still has its desires, and we should resist it.  The struggle is real.  The Three-Way Struggle: Law, Sin, and Me: A Study of Romans 7.  http://www.gci.org/bible/rom7.  

Wrapping up 
· What is the most struggling issue for you?  How can you be freed from that?  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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