Romans 16, 1/15/2015

Opening
· Do you remember the era before email messages and social media such as Facebook or Line?  How did you communicate with family members or friends far away?  At the end of a letter, did you greet others beyond those who directly receive your letter?  How?  
· How do you greet each other Friday night at UCBSG?  On Sunday at the beginning of worship?  How do you greet your officemates or lab mates at work?  Are there any differences?  Love in Christ.  Which kind of greetings do you like the best?  
· We will study the last chapter of Romans.  If you were to conclude the book, how would you write?  

The Problem Context (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· God’s Righteousness to Israel and to the Gentiles (9:1–11:36) 
· God’s Righteousness in Everyday Life (12:1–15:13) 
· The Extension of God’s Righteousness through the Pauline Mission (15:14–16:23) 
· Final Summary of the Gospel of the Righteousness of God (16:25–27)

Personal Greetings (16:1-16) 
· At the writing of the book Romans, Paul had not yet visited Rome.  How could he know so many people and say something meaningful about each of them?  Was he really looking forward to visit them?  Rom. 1:9-12.  
· Among the people whom Paul greeted or mentioned, which ones are you familiar with?  
· Rom. 16:1–23 Appreciation and Greetings to Coworkers in the Gospel.  Paul warmly greets those he knows in Rome who are involved in ministry, showing the love that existed among Christians.  These greetings also function to support the authenticity of the Pauline gospel, for they show that respected coworkers in Rome are co-laborers in the same gospel that Paul proclaims.  Note that Paul says something specific about virtually every person greeted.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 16:1 Phoebe probably brought this epistle to the Romans.  Scholars debate whether Phoebe is a servant in a general sense, or whether she served as a deacon, since the Greek word diakonos can mean either “servant” or “deacon.”  Cenchreae was a port town just 6.5 miles (10.5 km) east of Corinth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 16:3-4 Prisca and Aquila are well-known from elsewhere in the NT (cf. 1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19).  Perhaps Prisca and Aquila risked their lives when Paul was in danger in Ephesus (Acts 19:23–41; 1 Cor. 15:32; 2 Cor. 1:8–11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 18:1-4 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome.  Paul went to see them, and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them.  Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  
· Rom. 16:11 Herodion.  Perhaps a freedman of the household of Herod, since freedmen took the name of their patron.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rom. 16:13 It is not certain that this is the same Rufus as is mentioned in Mark 15:21, but it is possible that he is the son of Simon of Cyrene.  Apparently Rufus’s mother ministered significantly to Paul.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Mark 15:21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross.  
· Rom. 16:16 Christians greeted one another with a holy kiss to signify their warm affection for one another.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Whom do you remember from old UCBSG or SCCC?  How would you greet them and their friends if you were to write to them?  
· Have you been contacted by them?  How did they greet you and other brothers and sisters currently at the Bible Study?  

Final Instructions and Greetings (16:17-23) 
· Rom. 16:17–18 On the theme of false teaching, cf., e.g., Jer. 14:14; Matt. 7:15.  Christians must be alert, for these false teachers and divisive people are attractive in speech but are motivated by selfish desires.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 16:19 Innocent.  The Romans need spiritual wisdom and hearts without any alloy of evil.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rom. 16:22 Tertius functioned as Paul’s scribe or secretary for the letter.  It was common for those writing letters in the first century to dictate to a secretary, but the content of the letter is clearly Paul’s.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rom. 16:23 Gaius here is not the Gaius of Derbe (Acts 19:29; 20:4) but the Gaius of 1 Cor. 1:14, supporting the idea that the letter was written from Corinth.  He was a man of some wealth, for he provided a place for the entire church to meet.  It is difficult to know if Erastus is the same person mentioned in Acts 19:22 and 2 Tim. 4:20.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is false teaching easy to detect?  How?  
· How to handle such false teaching?  
· Your experiences?  
· Who wrote the Romans and where?  

Doxology (16:24-27) 
· Rom. 16:25–27 Final Summary of the Gospel of the Righteousness of God.  Many of the themes in the introduction reappear in the conclusion, showing that the letter was written carefully.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 16:27 The God who has planned salvation history in this way is all wise, and he deserves glory forevermore.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is this sentence in English easy to understand?  
· Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from faith – to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ!  Amen.

Wrapping up 
· Looking back about the book of Romans, what do you think?  What is the most significant thing that you learned?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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