Revelation 4, 9/26/2014

Opening
· When you were in your elementary school, did you ever write about your dream of life?  Train conductor?  President of the country?  Party leader?  Edison the engineer?  Nobel Prize winner?  
· Did your dream realize or not?  Do you have faith for achieving that?  Why or why not?  
· Do you like smart phones, e.g., the brand new iPhone 6?  Are smart phones powerful?  
· A smart phone is as powerful as the wireless network that they are connected to.  
· Without a powerful wireless network, a smart phone is like a toy phone.  
· How about our faith?  
· What is faith?  How do you think about it?  
· Salvation is based on faith or deeds?  
· How are faith and deeds related?  
· Who is the forefather of faith?  Abraham.
· Can you summarize his life, especially as related to his faith to God?  
· Do we have faith in God, in terms of, e.g., exams, jobs, sickness or marriage?  Please share your experience.  

A Bigger Picture (ESV Study Bible)
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17)
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The unrighteousness of the Gentiles (1:18–32)
· The unrighteousness of the Jews (2:1–3:8)
· The unrighteousness of all people (3:9–20)
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25)
· God’s righteousness in the death of Jesus (3:21–26)
· Righteousness by faith for Jews and Gentiles (3:27–31)
· Abraham as the father of Jews and Gentiles (4:1–25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39)
· Assurance of hope (5:1–11)
· Hope in Christ’s triumph over Adam’s sin (5:12–21)
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Abraham Justified by Faith (4:1-12) 
· Review the life of Abraham.  Read Genesis 15 and 17:1-14.  
· Rom. 4:1–25 Abraham as the Father of Jews and Gentiles.  Abraham is considered here as a test case for the view that justification is by faith alone.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 4:3 The point of the previous verse is not that Abraham could boast before men.  Instead, there was no basis for boasting at all, for Abraham stood in the right before God by believing, not by doing, as Gen. 15:6 proves.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 4:6–8 Paul introduces David as a second example of righteousness by faith, citing Ps. 32:1–2 to demonstrate that David’s righteousness (“whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered”) was not based on his works.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Is this wonderful?  
· Rom. 4:9–10 Abraham was righteous before God (Gen. 15:6) before he was circumcised (Genesis 17), and therefore circumcision is unnecessary in order to belong to God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Hebrews 11:1. “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”  What do you think?  
· Just like a smart phone relying on a good wireless network, should we have faith in men or in God?  In what sense?  

The Promise Realized through Faith (4:13-25) 
· Rom. 4:13 The promise given to Abraham embraces not only the land of Canaan but also the whole world.  The final reward (the inheritance, which is another term for final salvation) that will be given to Abraham and all believers is the world to come (cf. Heb. 11:10–16; Revelation 21–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 4:15 Paul explains why one cannot be an heir through the law: human beings cannot keep the law, and they therefore face God’s wrath. Paul uses the word transgression technically, so that it is distinguished from sin.  Transgression is defined as the violation of a revealed command, which means that the Jews, who had the written law, had even greater responsibility for their sin and as great a need to be saved from God’s wrath and justified by faith.  Note that Paul elsewhere argues that sin also exists where no written law specifies the malfeasance; see 2:12, and note on 5:13.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 4:20–21 Abraham’s faith actually increased as the time of waiting went on: he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God.  He continued trusting that God could be relied on to do what he had promised, and as Abraham trusted God, he honored and glorified him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What can we learn from Abraham?  
· How to trust God?  In what sense?  
· Do we have faith in God, in terms of, e.g., exams, jobs, sickness or marriage?  
· Should we share our faith with our friends, relatives and family members?  

Wrapping up 
· Based on what we learned above, what attitude should we change?  
· Should we share our faith with our friends, relatives and family members?  
· What happens if our faith is not enough?  Ask God!  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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