Romans 13, 12/18/2014

Opening
· Shall we follow the governing authorities?  Why or why not?  Examples for following and examples for not following?  
· Moses vs. Pharaoh.  American Revolution against the British.  American Civil War.  
· Jesus vs. the Jewish leaders.  Paul vs. the Romans.  Many Chinese Christians during the Cultural Revolution.  
· What are the consequences of recent civil revolts in different parts of the world, including the Middle East and Asia?  
· Shall we obey our advisors or supervisors or the university or the company?  
· Is it easy to love your neighbors as yourself?  How?  Any experience from the past to share?  
· When will Jesus come the second time?  Shall we get ready for that?  How?  

The Problem Context (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· God’s Righteousness to Israel and to the Gentiles (9:1–11:36)
· God’s Righteousness in Everyday Life (12:1–15:13)

Submission to the Authorities (13:1-7) 
· Rom. 13:1–7 This passage addresses the responsibility of Christians to governing authorities.  They are to “be subject to” (which generally means to obey) the government because it has been ordained by God.  Paul is speaking here of the general principle of submission to government.  Several other passages show that God approves of Christians disobeying government, but only when obedience to government would mean disobeying God (see Ex. 1:17, 21; 1 Kings 18:4–16; Est. 4:16; Dan. 3:12–18; 6:10; Matt. 2:12; Acts 5:29; Heb. 11:23).  There were even times when God raised up leaders to rebel against the government and deliver his people from evil rulers (Exodus 1–14; Judg. 2:16; Heb. 11:32–34).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 13:1 It is true that those governing authorities that exist have been instituted by God, but sometimes God gives good authorities as a blessing, and sometimes he institutes evil rulers as a means of trial or judgment (2 Chron. 25:20; 32:24–25).  These earthly “authorities” will ultimately be superseded by the rule of Christ (Dan. 2:44; Rev. 22:1–5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 13:3 Rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad means that civil government in general is a great blessing from God for which we should be thankful.  Without civil government there would be anarchy, a horrible alternative in which evil runs rampant.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Examples?  Recent Egypt, Iraq and Syria?  
· Rom. 13:7 Revenue.  
· Custom in KJV, NKJV, NASB, ASV, YLT, DBY, WEB and HNV.  
· Government fees in NLT.  
· Revenue in NIV, ESV and RSV.  
· Tolls in HCSB.   
· Discussion 
· What do you think about this paragraph?  Controversial?  Do you know who wrote the above?  Under what situations?  
· How does the above relate to our daily life?  Shall we obey our advisors or supervisors or the university or the company?  
· Have you been in a “governing” position, at home, or in school or at work?  Shall you be very careful in setting up rules and regulations?  Examples?  
· Beyond submission, what else shall we do?  

Fulfilling the Law through Love (13:8-14) 
· Rom. 13:8 Verses 8–10 focus on the Christian’s relationship to the Mosaic Law.  Owe no one anything links back to v. 7.  The debt one never ceases paying is the call to love one another.  Indeed, love fulfills what the Mosaic Law demands.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 13:11–12 In this section (12:3–13:14) the final verses call Christians to action, given the shortness of the time before Jesus returns.  Sleep here is a metaphor for a life of moral carelessness and laxity.  Salvation is viewed as a future reality here, and it draws nearer every day.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 13:13.  Things not fitting for those who belong to the light include (1) sins of addiction in drinking and partying; (2) sexual sins; and (3) social sins.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why dissension is on the not-to-do list?  
· Discussion 
· Do you remember the Ten Commandments?  What are their sequence?  
Exodus 20.
1. You shall have no other gods before me.
2. You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
3. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
5. Honor your father and your mother.
6. You shall not murder.
7. You shall not commit adultery.
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
· Beyond “love your neighbor as yourself,” what else is there?  
· “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  Luke 10:27.  

Christians and Civil Government.  https://beakerspage.wordpress.com/tag/government/ (Also from Reformation Study Bible.) 
· Civil government is a means ordained by God for ruling and maintaining order in communities.  It is one of a number of such means, including ministers in the church and parents in the home.  Each such means has its own sphere of authority under Christ, who now rules and sustains creation, and the limits of each sphere are set by reference to the others.  In our fallen world these authorities are institutions of Gods “common grace” (kindly providence), standing as a bulwark against anarchy and the dissolution of ordered society.  
· With reference to Rom. 13:1-7 and 1 Pet. 2:13-17, the Westminster Confession explains the sphere of civil government as follows: 
· God, the supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath ordained civil magistrates, to be, under Him, over the people, for His own glory, and the public good; and, to this end, hath armed them with the power of the sword, for the defense and encouragement of them that are good, and for the punishment of evil doers . . . Civil magistrates may not assume to themselves the administration of the Word and sacraments; or the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven (23.1,3).  
· Because civil government exists for the welfare of the whole society, God gives it the “power of the sword”, the lawful use of force to administer just laws (Rom. 13:4).  Christians must acknowledge this as part of Gods order (Rom.13:1-2).  A government may collect taxes for services rendered (Matt 22:15-21); (Rom. 13:6, 7).  But if it forbids what God requires or requires what God forbids, Christians cannot submit, and some form of civil disobedience becomes inescapable (Acts 4:18-31; 5:17-29).  
· The church’s sphere of authority relates to the civil government at the level of morality.  The church has the responsibility to comment on the morality of governments and their policies on the basis of God’s word, but should not appropriate to itself the power to set such policies.  Whereas these assessments may foster political action among Christians, they should act in their capacity as citizens rather than representatives of the church.  In this way the gospel works through moral persuasion and the working of God’s grace among citizens.  
· Christians should urge governments to fulfill their proper role.  They are to pray for, obey, and yet watch over civil governments (1Tim. 2:1-4, 1Pet. 2:13, 14), reminding them that God ordained them to rule, protect, and keep order.  

Wrapping up 
· What is the right attitude toward civil government, either in the governing position or in the governed position?  Within a family, a church or a Bible study group?  Link back to Chapter 12 and think about the examples set by Jesus and Paul.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Your favorite verses?  
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