Romans 6, 10/17/2014

Opening
· How was your week?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Happy?  Exhausted?  Upset?  Angered?  Fought with others?  Sinned?  
· Have you ever had a pet?  A dog or a cat or a rabbit or fish?  
· Which one is most loyal to its owner?  What happens when the owner is changed?  
· Do you remember writing something 100 times when you were young because you made a mistake, including something really bad?  
· What is the best way to overcome a mistake?  Practice, practice, practice?  Is that really effective for sins against someone else?  Can writing down 100 times or practice, practice, practice triumph over sin and death?  
· Do you have a will?  Is it important to have a will when you have children or (big) money?  
· How many times can a will be changed?  Many times, till death.  What is the significance of death?  
· Five sisters will be baptized around Thanksgiving.  What is the meaning of baptism?  A free one-way ticket to heaven?  Really?  

A Bigger Picture (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· Assurance of hope (5:1–11) 
· Hope in Christ’s triumph over Adam’s sin (5:12–21) 
· The triumph of grace over the power of sin (6:1–23) 
· The triumph of grace over the power of the law (7:1–6).  The law and sin (7:7–25) 

Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ (6:1-14) 
· Rom. 6:1–23 The Triumph of Grace over the Power of Sin.  The law does not and cannot conquer sin, but the grace given to followers of Christ triumphs over sin and death.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 6:1 Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  This question arose out of what Paul had just said in 5:20: “Where sin increased, grace increased all the more.”  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 6:3 Christians died to sin when they were baptized into Christ.  Paul is not arguing that baptism magically destroys the power of sin.  Baptism is an outward, physical symbol of the inward, spiritual conversion of Christians.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 6:4 In the early church, baptism was probably by immersion, at least as a general rule, though Christians dispute whether such a practice must always be followed literally today.  Therefore, baptism pictures a person being buried with Christ (submersion under water) and being raised to new life with Christ (emergence from water).  This symbolizes the person’s union with, and incorporation into, Christ by the action of the Holy Spirit. Hence, they now have the power to live in newness of life.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 6:6 The power of sin has been broken in those who believe, for their old self (lit., “old man,” meaning who they were in Adam) was crucified and put to death with Christ.  They were born into the world as sinners, with the result that their bodies were ruled by sin.  Sin’s rule, however, was broken when Christians died with Christ, and therefore they are no longer enslaved to sin.  Paul does not argue that Christians do not sin at all (a view called sinless perfection); instead, the tyranny, domination, and rule of sin have been defeated for them.  This means that the normal pattern of life for Christians should be progressive growth in sanctification, resulting in ever greater maturity and conformity to God’s moral law in thought and action.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 6:7 One who has died means one who has died with Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do you believe so?  Why or why not?  Experiences?  
· Rom. 6:14 Sin will have no dominion over you.  This is not a command but a promise that sin will not triumph in the lives of Christians.  Because they live in the new era of fulfillment, they are no longer under the old era of redemptive history; that is, they are no longer under law, where the Mosaic Law and sin ruled over God’s people.  By contrast, under grace means living under the new covenant in Christ, in an era characterized by grace.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Will gospel lead people to continue to sin?  
· Will gospel lead people to grow out of sin?  
· Are you in that process?  Journey to intimacy with God and with people?  
· If so, is this a wonderful gift of God?  

Slaves to Righteousness (6:15-23) 
· When you want to buy something, e.g., a car or a smart phone, generally price reflects quality, functionality or brand name.  How about something that is free?  Will people abuse it?  Can something is really good but is free?  
· Rom. 6:15–23 The question raised seems to come from those who are afraid that the doctrine of justification by faith alone will remove all moral restraint.  Paul rejects such a suggestion and shows that Christians do not throw morality to the wind.  To the contrary, they exchange sin for righteousness as their master.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 6:17–18 True Christians will never live as slaves to sin, for God has transformed their hearts at conversion, so that they will now grow in their love of righteousness and in living according to God’s Word.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 6:19 Although Paul acknowledges that the illustration from slavery is imperfect, it nonetheless stresses the importance of giving oneself wholly to God rather than to sin.  ESV Study Bible.  
· RSV: I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations.
· Discussion 
· Are we in the process of being transformed by the Holy Spirit, day by day?  

Wrapping up 
· How was your week?  How will your next week be?  The process of sanctification?  How?  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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