Romans 11, 11/21/2014

Opening
· That legendary Secrets of Kung Fu should have been yours.  But Shifu gave them to somebody else – the Kung Fu Panda.  How would you feel?  Finally, what were the legendary Secrets anyway?  http://kungfupanda.wikia.com/wiki/Shifu.  
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· Have you ever felt so important that you were the only one in the class, school, company, or the whole wide world to do that difficult job?  And it turned out?  
· Do you love gardening?  How does grafting work?  Have you tried that?  
· Have you heard about the term “塞翁失马焉知非福” – A setback may turn out to be a blessing in disguise?  Do you have a similar experience?  Please share.   http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%A1%9E%E7%BF%81%E5%A4%B1%E9%A6%AC%EF%BC%8C%E7%84%89%E7%9F%A5%E9%9D%9E%E7%A6%8F.  
· How was Israel selected as God’s Chosen People?  
· Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, then the twelve tribes, then .. and then to all?  How did it go from one person to one family and to the twelve tribes and then to all the people?  
· How many Jewish people are Christians?  
· Israel’s population at 2014 stood at a record 8,252,500.  The Jewish population makes up 6,186,100 (75%); 1,709,900 (20.7%) are Arabs; and, those identified as “others” (non-Arab Christians, Baha'i, etc.) make up 356,500 people (4.2%).  http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/newpop.html.  
· Today the latest reports estimate almost 20,000 in “the Land,” while globally the reports range as high as 300,000 Messianic Jewish believers.  (Charisma Magazine October 29, 2013).  http://jewishisrael.ning.com/page/statistics-1.  
· The number of believers is estimated to be around 20,000, growing from 1948 when 12 Jews who believed in Jesus could be counted, to 1987 when there were 3,000 and 1997 where there were 5,000.  (Baptist Press, May 26, 2011).  http://jewishisrael.ning.com/page/statistics-1.  
· How many Chinese people are Christians?  
· The current number of Christians in China is disputed.  The most recent official census enumerated 4 million Roman Catholics and 10 million Protestants.  Other studies have suggested that there are roughly 52 million Christians in China, of which 40 million are Protestants and 12 million are Catholics; these are seen as the most common and reliable figures.  Wikipedia.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_China.  

The Problem Context (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· God’s Righteousness to Israel and to the Gentiles (9:1–11:36)
· God’s righteousness established in history (9:1–29)
· Israel’s rejection of God’s saving promises (9:30–11:10)
· God’s righteousness in his plan for Jews and Gentiles (11:11–32)
· Concluding doxology (11:33–36)
· God’s Righteousness in Everyday Life (12:1–15:13)

The Remnant of Israel (11:1-10) 
· Rom. 11:1 The majority of Israel failed to believe.  Does this mean that God has rejected his people?  Paul presents himself as an example of the remnant that has been preserved, a remnant that indicates that God is not finished with Israel and that he will fulfill the promises made to his people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 11:3–5 Elijah in his despair thought Israel would be extinguished.  But God assured Elijah that he had preserved a remnant, which gave Elijah hope that God would fulfill his saving promises in the future.  In Paul’s day, as in Elijah’s day and today, a remnant of Jews believe in Christ because of God’s electing grace.  1 Kings 19:18.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 11:6 Election and grace are inseparable, for both show that salvation is God’s work alone, and that it has nothing to do with works.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 11:8–10 The passage cited (Deut. 29:4; Isaiah 29:10, Psalms 69:22, 23) describe a biblical pattern of divine activity in the judicial hardening of hearts – a pattern Paul sees repeated in his own day.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do you see yourself as remnant of the world today?  

Gentiles Grafted in (11:11-24) 
· Rom. 11:11–32 God’s Righteousness in His Plan for Jews and Gentiles.  God’s saving righteousness is featured in the salvation of Israel at the end of history, and in his saving plan for both Jews and Gentiles.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 11:11 Israel’s hardening is not the final word.  God planned salvation history so that Israel’s trespass would open salvation for the Gentiles, and the Jews in turn would be provoked to jealousy when they see Gentiles being saved and enjoying a relationship with God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 11:15 If the rejection of the majority of Israel has meant that many Gentiles (the world) are now reconciled to God through Christ, then the acceptance of the Jews (their future coming to Christ in large numbers) will bring about the final resurrection (life from the dead) and the end of history, so that from that point on people will praise God forever and ever (see v. 12).  Others think “life from the dead” is a figurative expression for great spiritual revival.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 11:21 Fear is the appropriate response, for God will not spare anyone who does not continue to believe, whether they are Jews or Gentiles.  Fear here does not refer to a paralyzing fear.  Rather, it is the kind of humble fear that does not take God or salvation for granted, or think lightly of his displeasure.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Any differences in grafting talked about in the opening and in verses 17 and 18?  
· How would you compare Judaism and Christianity?  How are they related?  

All Israel Will Be Saved (11:25-32) 
· Rom. 11:25 Paul discloses a mystery to the Gentiles to prevent them from being proud. The word “mystery” does not necessarily refer to something puzzling or difficult to grasp, but to something that was previously hidden and is now revealed.  The mystery here has three elements: (1) at this time in salvation history the majority of Israel has been hardened; (2) during this same time the full number of Gentiles is being saved; and (3) God will do a new work in the future in which he will save all “Israel” (v. 26).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 11:26 “All Israel” does not necessarily refer to every single Jewish person but to a very large number, at least the majority of Jews.  The Deliverer coming from Zion probably refers to Christ, suggesting that the Jews will be saved near or at the second coming.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rom. 11:30–31 Salvation history is structured to feature God’s great mercy.  God saved the Gentiles when one would expect only the Jews to be saved, but in the future he will amaze all by his grace again by saving the Jews, so that it will be clear that everyone’s salvation is by mercy alone.  ESV Study Bible.
· Discussion 
· Do you believe that all Israel will be saved?  Why or why not?  Any signs thus far?  
· The returning to the Promised Land!  Re-established Israel as a country in 1948.  Amazing?  Bible verses?  
· Deuteronomy 30:1-5.  Isaiah 11:10-12.  Jeremiah 30:3, 4.  Ezekiel 38:8.  

Doxology (11:33-36) 
· Rom. 11:33–36 Concluding Doxology.  As he concludes his setting forth of God’s great plan in the history of salvation (chs. 1–11), Paul breaks forth into praise.  God’s wisdom and ways are far beyond the understanding of human beings, and hence he deserves all the glory.  ESV Study Bible.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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