Romans 15, 1/9/2015

Opening
· Did you travel during the Christmas and New Year break?  Where did you go?  Did you enjoy the trip?  What was the most memorable moment?  What is your next trip?  Where and why?  
· Have we caused others to stumble?  Of course, and many times.  Please share your experiences.  How can we prevent these things from happening again in the future?  
· Matthew 9:37-38 “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”  What is your “harvest field” now and in the future?  
· How do we know if our prayers have been fulfilled or not?  This seems to be a trivial question.  However, sometimes, the answer could be non-trivial.  Examples?  

The Problem Context (ESV Study Bible) 
· The Gospel as the Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1–17) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]God’s Righteousness in His Wrath against Sinners (1:18–3:20) 
· The Saving Righteousness of God (3:21–4:25) 
· Hope as a Result of Righteousness by Faith (5:1–8:39) 
· God’s Righteousness to Israel and to the Gentiles (9:1–11:36) 
· God’s Righteousness in Everyday Life (12:1–15:13) 
· The Extension of God’s Righteousness through the Pauline Mission (15:14–16:23)

Do not Cause Another to Stumble (15:1-13) 
· Rom. 15:1-13 Continuation from 14:13-23: Do not cause another to stumble.  
· Rom. 15:4 Whatever was written in former days includes the whole of the OT Scriptures.  Paul expresses confidence that all of the OT was written down for the instruction and encouragement of God’s people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why picking endurance and encouragement in particular?  How important are they?  Are we practicing them?  
· Rom. 15:7 Therefore, in conclusion, both the strong and the weak are exhorted to accept one another, for they have been accepted by Christ even though they are sinners.  Such mutual acceptance will bring great glory to God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 15:9–12 Paul cites verses from2 Sam. 22:50 or Ps. 18:49; Deut. 32:43; Ps. 117:1; and Isa. 11:10, which emphasize the inclusion of the Gentiles into the people of God along with the Jews.  The one people of God, both Jews and Gentiles, will praise God forever for his great mercy extended to them in Christ Jesus.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 15:13 Hope is the link word from v. 12 (see also v. 4).  Joy and peace come from trust in God, but such trust is finally the gift of God, for believers abound in hope only by his grace.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Verses 15:1-7 talks about the strong and the weak.  Verses 15:8-13 jumps to the Jews and the Gentiles.  How are they linked?  
· Along the thinking of 15:1-13, what are the major difficulties that we are now facing?  How should we overcome these difficulties?  

Paul the Minister to the Gentiles (15:14-22) 
· After reading this paragraph, what do you think about Paul?  In particular:
· 15:20 “It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation.”  
· 15:23 “But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions.”
· Rom. 15:14–33 The Establishment of Churches among the Gentiles.  Paul explains his unique ministry to the Gentiles and exhorts the Roman church to be a sending base for his mission to Spain.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 15:14-15 Is this an act of encouragement?  
· Rom. 15:18 Paul summarizes his entire ministry up to this point by saying that Christ accomplished his work through him by word and deed, that is, both by Paul’s preaching about Christ and by Paul’s actions (lifestyle, with mighty works) that accompanied those words.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 15:19 By the power of signs and wonders refers to the miracles that accompanied Paul’s gospel proclamation throughout his entire ministry.  Such miracles gave a “sign” of (or pointed to) the power of God, the divine origin and truth of the gospel, and God’s mercy and love for people.  They were “wonders” in that people were amazed by them (cf. Acts 4:30; 5:12; 14:3; 15:12; 2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Paul has fulfilled his mandate to preach the gospel among the Gentiles from Jerusalem to Illyricum (roughly comprising what is now Albania and also what was formerly Yugoslavia).  
· How can Paul say that his work has been complete when many still have not heard the gospel in this area?  It can be seen from the following verses that churches have been planted in key centers, and from there Paul’s coworkers will bring the gospel to outlying areas.  
· What is our ministry?  How is that being carried out?  
· Rom. 15:20–21 Paul’s aim was to preach the gospel in areas where no churches existed.  His calling was not to plant churches where they already existed.  Thereby he was fulfilling the prophecy of Isa. 52:15.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are your vision and ambition?  Are you praying for them and are you preparing yourself for them?  

Paul’s Plan to Visit Rome (15:23-33) 
· Rom. 15:23–24 Paul now feels that his work in the east has come to an end.  So he hopes to see the Roman church, and desires that they would function as his base of support for his mission to Spain.  ESV Study Bible.  
· By the first century a.d. Spain was firmly a part of the Roman Empire.  Spain provided significant crops to the empire, and it was the fatherland of several important Roman authors (and a few later emperors); thus it would have been a strategic location for Paul to evangelize.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 15:28 After the collection has been delivered in Jerusalem, Paul plans to travel to Rome and then on to Spain.  Paul was imprisoned, however, after he arrived in Jerusalem.  Paul’s plan to come to Rome was realized (Acts 22–28), but not in the way he intended, since he arrived in Rome as a prisoner.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rom. 15:31 Two prayer requests are found here: (1) that Paul would be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and (2) that his offering would be acceptable to the saints in Jerusalem.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The fulfillment of prayers by Paul and his brothers and sisters!  
· Discussion 
· Are your prayers fulfilled?  In what ways?  Be careful about what you are asking for!  
· Are you supporting any missionaries?  

Wrapping up 
· Your ministry?  You ambition?  
· What are your vision and ambition?  
· Major difficulties that we are now facing?  How should we overcome these difficulties?  
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