Esther Chapters 3 and 4, 7/17/2015

Opening
· Chinese idioms: 
· 明哲保身.  出自《诗·大雅·烝民》, 解释：明智的人善于保全自己。现指因怕连累自己而回避原则斗争的处世态度。http://baike.baidu.com/view/107899.htm  
· Google translation: Play it safe.  
· Shall we respect authorities?  
· How are laws established?  
· 杞人忧天.  杞：周代诸侯国名，在今河南杞县一带。杞国有个人怕天塌下来。比喻不必要的或缺乏根据的忧虑和担心。http://dict.baidu.com/s?wd=%E6%9D%9E%E4%BA%BA%E5%BF%A7%E5%A4%A9&ab=12  
· Google translation: Unfunded.  
· If haven is to be collapsed, will God hold it up?  
· What confidence do you have in God?  
· If God can do all the things, shall we just sit back and relax, and let him show his capabilities?  
· What are God’s responsibilities and what are our responsibilities?  
· Why are you here in Connecticut?  Do you see God’s plan on you?  

Haman’s Plot to Destroy the Jews (3:1-15) 
· Est. 3:1 The Agagite.  A descendant of Agag, king of the Amalekites, one of Israel’s ancient enemies (Ex. 17:8–16).  Agag was defeated by King Saul and killed by the prophet Samuel (1 Sam. 15:1–33).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why was Haman elevated to such a high position?  
· Historical background between Israelites and Amalekites?  
· Est. 3:2–4 Bowed down and paid homage.  Mordecai’s refusal to honor Haman cannot be explained on the basis of OT law, since Jews did not regard bowing before kings and other honored persons as a violation of the first and second commandments (Ex. 20:3-6).  Haman and Mordecai are best understood as representatives of two hostile nations – Israel and its enemy Amalek, a nation under divine curse.  Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to his hereditary enemy because he “was a Jew” is understandable.  Similarly, Haman’s seemingly excessive passion to destroy the entire Jewish nation for Mordecai’s insolence is explained.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Est. 3:7 Nisan.  The first month of the Jewish religious calendar, which began in spring with the Passover (Ex. 12:1–2).  The twelfth year.  See Est. 2:16; Haman has been waiting for five years to carry out his plot.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Pur (plural “purim”; see 9:26).  The Persian word for “lot.”  Cast lots.  A traditional way of seeking divine guidance (Josh. 18:6; Prov. 16:33).  
· The plural form of Pur, Purin, is the name of the celebration that commemorates the death of Haman, the enemy of all the Jews.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Est. 3:8 they do not keep the king’s laws.  A reference to Mordecai’s refusal to bow (v. 2), implying that all Jews behave similarly.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What a “generalization” by Haman!  
· How do you think about Haman’s presentation to the king in v. 8?  Was Haman clever?  
· Est. 3:10 10,000 talents of silver.  This enormous bribe is calculated to have been about two-thirds the annual revenue of the Persian Empire under King Darius.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How serious was the King in making decisions?  Was he burned before?  
· Shall we be careful in making decisions?  
· What to happen next?  If you were Esther, what would you do?  If you were Mordecai, what would you do?  

Mordecai Persuades Esther to Help (4:1-17) 
· Est. 4:1–4 Sackcloth and ashes . . . fasting and weeping.  Traditional ways of expressing grief in the ancient Near East, including Israel.  Such behavior was banned in the king’s gate.  Garments to clothe Mordecai.  Because of the ban of 4:2, Esther probably feared for Mordecai’s safety.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 4:14 Deliverance will rise . . .from another place.  Mordecai is confident that God will somehow rescue his people.  Since Mordecai is sure the Jews will be delivered, his statement that Esther and her family will perish presumably means God will punish them for Esther’s refusal to act.  For such a time as this.  Another hint of Mordecai’s belief in God’s providence.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 4:16 Hold a fast.  Not an outpouring of grief as in v. 3, but an effort to increase Esther’s chances of success, through earnest prayer.  This is the strongest indication yet of Esther’s and Mordecai’s faith in God (see Ezra 9:5; Neh. 1:4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· If I perish, I perish.  Esther realizes that God cannot be manipulated, even by fasting (see Dan. 3:17–18).  
· Discussion 
· How would you compare Vashti vs. Esther?  Both of them violated the King’s rule.  
· How do you think about the king’s family life?  
· Were Mordecai and Esther杞人忧天?  (Were their worries unfunded?)  
· If God can do all the things, shall we just sit back and relax, and let him show his capabilities?  
· What are God’s responsibilities and what are our responsibilities?  

Wrapping up 
· Have you experienced a similar situation?  Please share.  
· If you experience a similar situation in the future, what will you do?  Will you “stick your neck out”?  
· Why are you here in Connecticut?  Do you see God’s plan on you?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What will happen next giving that the King’s orders cannot be changed?  Who was in charge?  Who is in charge today?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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