Esther Chapters 5 and 6, 7/24/2015

Opening
· What is the meaning of “搬石砸腳” (move stone hitting your own feet)?  本来想害别人，结果害了自己。
· Examples?  
· How to ask for a promotion or a raise?  
· How to ask to take part in a general examination or qualify?  For graduation from a Ph.D. program?  
· Have you seen kids fighting for toys?  Others’ toys always seem better.  What happens once he gets it?  Not interested in it.  
· Your own examples?  

Esther’s Request to the King (5:1-8) 
· What did we discuss last time?  
· 4:14.  “who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”  
· 4:16.  “I will go to the king, even though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish.” 
· It seems that the story is almost over.  What could happen next?  
· Watch out the interactions among Esther, the king and Haman.  Don’t forget that there is one at a higher level – God.  
· Est. 5:1–2 At the end of the third day of fasting (4:16), Esther stands in the inner court, where Ahasuerus can see her, and risks her life by waiting for him to either reject or receive her.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How would Esther feel at that time?  
· Est. 5:3 even . . . half of my kingdom.  Esther rightly understands this as a traditional, grand gesture rather than one to be taken seriously (see Mark 6:23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 5:4–8 the feast that I will prepare.  Another feast, on the following day.  Esther puts Haman further off guard, and makes sure the king is in the best possible mood, before making her request.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why didn’t Esther ask for Haman’s head or something else upon the first opportunity in 5:4?  
· Why didn’t upon the second opportunity in 5:8?  
· Was Esther sure what would happen next?  Was she in control?  

Haman’s Rage against Mordecai (5:9-14) 
· Est. 5:13 But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.”  
· Why?  Remember how kids fighting for toys?  What happened to the happy man in high spirits (5:9)?  
· Do you have a similar experience?  
· Est. 5:14 The gallows’ enormous height (75 feet/23 m) is probably intended to make a public spectacle of Mordecai.  
· Why was the gallows so high?  
· Tell the king.  Zeresh assumes that Haman’s influence is now so great that he can virtually order the king to hang Mordecai.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What were the effects of the banquet that Esther prepared?  
· Was Esther in control?  

Mordecai Honored (6:1-14) 
· Est. 6:1 that night the king could not sleep.  The perfect timing of the king’s insomnia strongly suggests that God in his providence is guiding the circumstances and events, rather than their being mere coincidence or chance (compare Dan. 6:18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 6:6–11 What should be done to the man . . . the king delights to honor?  Neither Ahasuerus nor Haman is aware of the irony in the question.  Haman’s response shows both the extent of his vanity and his total unawareness of the trap he is walking into: do so to Mordecai the Jew.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 6:6-9 Assuming that he himself was the man to be honored, Haman unveiled his personal dream list, which focused not on material gain or position, but rather on public acclaim and adulation.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What is your dream list?  
· Est. 6:13 If Mordecai . . . is of the Jewish people, you . . . will surely fall before him.  Even Haman’s wife and advisers sense that an irresistible power or person protects the Jewish people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did Zeresh say “Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him - you will surely come to ruin!”  
· Why such a drastic change for Haman?  Who was in control?  
· Discussion 
· What did the king know about Mordecai?  About Haman?  
· What would be the probability for the sequence of events in Chapter 6 to happen?  

Wrapping up 
· What would happen next after Haman hurried away by the eunuchs?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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