Esther Chapters 7 and 8, 7/31/2015

Opening
· What is the meaning of “做茧自缚” (to spin a cocoon around oneself)?  
· 释义 蚕吐丝作茧，把自己裹在里面。比喻做了某件事，结果使自己受困。也比喻自己给自己找麻烦。(http://iask.sina.com.cn/b/10081432.html)
· 出处. 宋·陆游《剑南诗稿·书叹》: “人生如春蚕, 作茧自缠裹。”  
· Enmeshed in a trap of one’s own devising. (http://translate.academic.ru/%E5%90%90%E4%B8%9D%E8%87%AA%E7%BC%9A/zh/).
· Experiences?  
· How about “落井下石” (drop down a stone on the man who has fallen into a well (http://www.ichacha.net/%E8%90%BD%E4%BA%95%E4%B8%8B%E7%9F%B3.html))?  
· 看见人要掉进陷井里，不伸手救他，反而推他下去，又扔下石头。比喻乘人有危难时加以陷害。(http://chengyu.t086.com/cy6/6617.html)
· 乘人之危 趁火打劫。
· Experiences?  
· The prince and the princess got married, and then they live happily ever after.  
· A fairy tale?  Do you believe the above statement?  Prince Charles and Diana?  
· How about the family life of a king and a queen?  Happily forever?  
· In terms of family life, do you want to be like that of Ahasuerus and Esther?  
· How to have an intimate relationship in the family?  

Haman Impaled (7:1-10) 
· Do you remember what we discussed last time in Chapters 5 and 6?  
· Est. 6:14 “While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman away to the banquet Esther had prepared.”  
· What would happen next?  
· If you were Esther, what would you ask the king during the banquet, and how?  
· Est. 7:3 The drama of the scene is heightened by Esther’s slow unveiling of her petition for her own life and her request that her people be spared.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Est. 7:4 I and my people.  Esther reveals that she is a Jew and that Ahasuerus has been tricked into ordering the death of the queen he loves.  We have been sold.  Haman had “bought” the king’s agreement to his plan (3:9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· As for the second half of this verse, the Hebrew is somewhat difficult to translate.  Reformation Study Bible.  There are three major versions with slightly different meanings (See http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Est&c=7&t=KJV#s=t_bibles_433004): 
· NKJV (Also KJV, ASV, YLT, DBY, WEB and HNV).  “For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated.  Had we been sold as male and female slaves, I would have held my tongue, although the enemy could never compensate for the king’s loss.”  (I personally like this one the best.)
· NIV (Also NLT, HCSB, NASB and NET).  For I and my people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated.  If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.”  
· ESV (also RSV).  For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated.  If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the king.”  
· Est. 7:9 How do you like Harbona’s statement “he had it made for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king”?  落井下石!  
· Est. 7:10 What happened to Haman?  “So they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.”  做茧自缚.  
· This is the great ironic reversal of the story.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How was Esther’s petition and her request?  Good?  What technique did she use?  
· With the hanging of Haman, were the Jews all set?  
· How to counteract the edict designed by Haman earlier?  

The King’s Edict in Behalf of the Jews (8:1-14) 
· Do you remember which date was selected by Haman to kill all the Jews?  
· Est. 8:3–8 Haman was dead, but the decree he had issued with the king’s authority was still in force, for an edict . . . cannot be revoked (v. 8; compare Dan. 6:8).  The way to counter the edict was to issue another one that made it difficult or impossible to carry out the first one.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 8:11 RSV: “By these the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to slay, and to annihilate any armed force of any people or province that might attack them, with their children and women, and to plunder their goods.”  
· Discussion 
· Why did the king have to extend the gold scepter to Esther again in 8:4?  
· What was the family relationship between the king and the queen?  

The Triumph of the Jews (8:15-17 (actually to 9:19)) 
· Est. 8:17 The conversion of those from other nations who feared the Jews makes a climax in the story.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· If you were a Jew there, then how would you feel upon hearing the new edict?  

Wrapping up 
· What do we learn from this chapter?  
· What would happen next when Dec. 13 is getting close?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are your favorite verses?  
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