Esther Chapters 1 and 2, 7/10/2015

Opening
· Do you like to watch soap operas describing kings, queens and their stories (宫廷剧)?  Examples?  How do you think about the stories?  
· If your wife asks you to do something, what will you do?  Why?  
· If your husband asks you to do something, what will you do?  Why?  
· We just passed July 7th.  Do you know what happened on that day in 1937?  See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Sino-Japanese_War.  How did Chinese people suffer?  
· What was another key date before July 7th?  September 18, 1931 – The Manchurian Incident.  See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mukden_Incident.  
· What are the China-Japan relations now?  Why?  
· How did Jews suffer in WWII?  - Annihilation.  Serious?  Very much so.  
· What are the German-Israel relations now?  Why?  
· Why are these relations different from the China-Japan relations?  
· Any annihilation in the recent history, say the past several decades?  How do you view these sad incidents?  
· A related but a less severe issue – have you been discriminated?  Share your experience.  
· How to encounter such discriminations?  As a Christian?  
· Have you been discriminated as a Christian?  

Introduction to Esther (ESV Study Bible) 
· Author and Date.  Like many OT books, Esther is an anonymous work.  It is possible that the author was someone like Mordecai, who had access to historical documents (2:23; 6:1) and an interest in Jewish affairs.  
· Esther belongs to the period after the Babylonian exile, when Persia had replaced Babylon as the ruling power.  The story is set in Susa, one of the Persian capitals, during the reign of King Ahasuerus, better known by his Greek name, Xerxes I (486–464 b.c.).  Some Jews had returned to Jerusalem, where they enjoyed a reasonable amount of control over their own affairs.  Others, like Esther and Mordecai, were still in exile.  
· As a minority group, the Jews were viewed with suspicion and sometimes faced threats to their existence.  
· Overview and Purpose.  The book of Esther tells how a Jewish girl became the queen of Persia and saved her people from a plot to destroy them.  She is assisted in this by Mordecai, her cousin and guardian.  
· Esther was written to explain the origin of the Feast of Purim and to ensure that it would be observed by all future generations of the Jewish people (9:28).  It has clearly achieved this purpose, since Jews have continued to observe Purim to the present day.  The book of Esther is read as part of the celebration of Purim.  
· For details, see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purim
· Christians are not obliged to observe the Feast of Purim, but they are to take to heart the truth that God providentially watches over his own (Rom. 8:28).  
· Key Themes.  The Esther is an entertaining historical story that also reveals important truths about how and why the Jews survived such an overwhelming threat:
· Divine providence.  God is not mentioned by name in the book of Esther.  But it shows clearly that, even when God is most hidden, he is still working to protect his chosen people.  
· Human responsibility.  Esther and Mordecai show great initiative and courage.  Their actions are obviously significant.  The providence of God does not negate the responsibility of people to act with courage and resolve when circumstances require it.  
· The absurdity of wickedness.  Ahasuerus and Haman were important people who had considerable power.  But the story of Esther often causes laughter at their expense.  The proud people of this world are not nearly as powerful as they think they are.  When they oppose God’s people they bring about their own destruction.  God laughs at such people (Ps. 2:4).  The story of Esther invites us to laugh with him.  
· Outline 
· Introduction (1:1–2:23)
· Main Action (3:1–9:19)
· Conclusion (9:20–10:3)
· The Persian Empire at the Time of Esther.  Long before Esther’s time, the people of Israel and Judah (later called Jews) had been dispersed throughout the Near East by the Assyrians and the Babylonians.  Eventually the Persians absorbed nearly all of these lands into their empire, which reached its greatest extent during the time of Esther.  Thus Haman’s plot to exterminate all Jews throughout the Persian Empire would have annihilated virtually all of the Jewish people, and Esther’s daring actions saved the whole nation from complete destruction.  
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Persian Empire at the time of Esther (ESV Study Bible)

Queen Vashti Deposed (1:1-21) 
· Est. 1:1–2:23 Introduction.  The author sets the scene for the main action by describing Queen Vashti’s downfall (1:1–22), her replacement by Esther (2:1–18), and how Mordecai prevented a plot against the king (2:19–23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 1:2–3 Susa, in western Persia (now Shush, in southwestern Iran), was one of Persia’s four capital cities (see Neh. 1:1; Dan. 8:2).  Media. Northwestern Persia, near the Caspian Sea.  Once a separate nation, it was conquered c. 550 b.c. by Cyrus the Great, who founded the Persian Empire.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 1:6–9 no compulsion.  King Ahasuerus set aside the custom that everyone had to drink whenever the king drank.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 1:15–18 Memucan repeatedly uses the word all to warn the king of a breakdown of proper domestic order throughout society.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Is such “generalization” appropriate?  
· Est. 1:19–20 The Persian king’s laws, once written, may not be repealed (see Dan. 6:8). This could cause complications if the king changed his mind (see Est. 8:5–8; Dan. 6:14–18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about the king, the queen, and the wise men?  
· Why didn’t the queen come out?  
· What was used to describe the queen?  V. 11: She was lovely to look at.  
· Do you want something to be lovely to look at or something that really functions?  
· Nevertheless, was the reasons sufficient for divorce today?  Why or why not?  
· What should be the relations between a husband and his wife?  
· How would you act if your words, once written, cannot be changed?  

Esther Made Queen (2:1-18) 
· Est. 2:6 Jeconiah, also known as Jehoiachin (1 Chron. 3:16), was the second-to-last king of Judah.  He was deported to Babylon in 597 b.c. (2 Kings 24:10–17), which would have been 114 years before the present events.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 2:7 Hadassah (“myrtle”) is the Hebrew name of Mordecai’s cousin.  Esther (“star”) is her Persian name.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Est. 2:10–11 Mordecai’s instruction to Esther not to reveal her people or kindred is the first hint of the prejudice against the Jewish people that will be seen in Chapter 3.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How long was the training?  Why?  Were they serious?    
· Why didn’t Mordecai, Ether and many other Jews go back to Jerusalem?  

Mordecai Uncovers a Conspiracy (2:19-23) 
· Est. 2:19–23 Mordecai happens to be in the right place at the right time to serve King Ahasuerus.  This is one of many examples of God’s hidden direction of events, though God is never actually mentioned in Esther.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
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Wrapping up 
· Do you want China to be strong?  Similar to Germany in WWII?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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