Esther Chapters 9 and 10, 8/14/2015

Opening
· How was NECCC 2015?  Someone to share the most valuable things you learned?  
· Have you heard about the festival Passover?  How was it established?  What is its significance in the era of New Testament?  
· How about Thanksgiving?  
· How about the Dragon Boat Festival (端午节)?  Is it still celebrated today?  
· What is the meaning of “螳臂挡车” (Kick against the pricks)?  
· 螳螂舉起前肢企圖阻擋車子前進。比喻做力量做不到的事情，必然失敗。
· 出處：《莊子·人間世》：“汝不知夫螳螂乎，怒其臂以當車轍，不知其不勝任也。”  http://tw.18dao.net/%E6%88%90%E8%AA%9E%E8%A9%9E%E5%85%B8/%E8%9E%B3%E8%87%82%E6%93%8B%E8%BB%8A 
· How do you know if what you are going will make a difference or just kicking against the pricks?  

The Triumph of the Jews (9:1-9:19) 
· Do you remember what we studied two weeks ago?  
· Read Est. 8:11 and 12.  
· Est. 9:1–10 The Jews . . . did as they pleased (v. 5).  They took full advantage of the opportunity to defeat their attackers, as they were allowed to do.  Laid no hand on the plunder (also in vv. 15–16).  They had been given permission to take the property of those whom they conquered (8:11), but they did only what was necessary to defend themselves.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did people still try to fight against the Jews?  
· Est. 9:13 Why was the second day of revenge?  
· May have been due to the great degree of anti-Semitism in that city.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Est. 9:13 Why did Esther ask to hang the ten sons of Haman?  As a deterrent.  
· Est. 9:16–19 Two different dates arose for celebrating the deliverance of the Jews.  In rural areas the fighting was completed on the thirteenth day of Adar, so they celebrated on the fourteenth.  But in Susa it did not finish until the fourteenth, so they celebrated on the fifteenth.  The celebration was still occurring on this date when Esther was written (v. 19).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· D Day.  Destruction Day turned to Deliverance Day.  Is this amazing?  
· How many Jews were killed in the events?  Not mentioned.  Perhaps none.  
· What are the implications on us?  

Purim Established (9:20-32) 
· Est. 9:20–10:3 Conclusion.  At the high point of the story, the tables are completely turned and the enemies of the Jews get what they deserve.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do you still remember where the word “Purim” came from?  
· Do Jewish people still celebrate Purim today?  How do they celebrate it?  
· How do you compare Purim vs. Passover and Thanksgiving?  

The Greatness of Mordecai (10:1-3) 
· Est. 10:1 imposed tax.  Reversing the (temporary) remission of 2:18.  If the coastlands of the sea are remote parts of Ahasuerus’s empire (bordering the eastern Mediterranean), taxing them shows the impressive extent of his power (1:1; 10:2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Est. 10:3 Mordecai is esteemed as an ideal Jewish statesman.  His importance as a model for the Jews and in the establishment of the Feast of Purim was acknowledged in the apocryphal book of Maccabees, where Purim is called “the day before Mordecai’s day” (2 Macc. 15:36).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How do you know if what you are going will make a difference or just kicking against the pricks?  We need spiritual wisdom and courage.  
· Please describe the evil plot against Jesus and his disciples and how God responded to it by Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection and himself published an edict for all nations in the form of Peter’s sermon on Pentecost.  Pastor Thomas G. Yoakum.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  
· How do you think about the book of Esther?  The most valuable things?  
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