2 Corinthians Chapter 11, 12/11/2015

Opening
· When you are looking for a job, how would you prepare your resume?  For what purpose?  
· How are people compared in the society?  
· After you become a big boss, how would you read applicants’ resumes?  What kind of people would you like to work for your company?  
· How would God evaluate people?  
· When you travel and stay in a hotel, do you have to pay for your stay?  
· When you go back to your parents’ home, do you have to pay for your stay?  Why or why not?
· After your children become adults and when they come back to visit, do you ask them to pay for their home staying?  Why or why not?  
· We have April Fools’ Day.  What is a fool?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15) 
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10) 
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Paul and the False Apostles (11:1-15) 
· 2 Cor. 11:2 As their “father” in the faith, Paul feels the same divine jealousy that God felt for Israel (Ex. 34:14).  In Jewish culture, when a daughter was betrothed, her father guaranteed that he would present her as a pure virgin at her wedding (Deut. 22:13–24; see 2 Cor. 6:14–7:1).  Here the “betrothal” was the Corinthians’ conversion through Paul’s ministry.  The husband is Christ, and the “wedding day” is the day of Christ’s return (see 1:14; Eph. 5:27; Col. 1:22; Rev. 19:6–9).  Paul’s picture of the church as engaged to Christ carries on the OT view of Israel as committed to God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 11:7 Paul supported himself in Corinth.  Thus he preached God’s gospel . . . free of charge for the sake of the Corinthians.  This exalted the Corinthian believers but was a humbling experience for Paul.  It required physical suffering as a result of his hard work and low pay.  It also required accepting the disdain that the wealthy had for manual laborers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 11:9b–14 Paul refused to accept money from the Corinthians because he had to distinguish his ministry from that of the false apostles.  They labored in Corinth out of greed (compare 2:17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How do we know someone is false prophet?  Is that easy?  
· Apostles’ Creed.  
· 2 John 7-11.  
· What shall we do to false prophets?  

Paul Boasts about his Sufferings (11:16-33) 
· What is a fool?  Within Paul’s context?  
· 2 Cor. 11:16–18 In his arrogance the fool boasts in himself, not in the Lord (see 10:17–18).  He is condemned for this (see, e.g., Ps. 14:1; Prov. 9:13–18).  Almost like a fool, Paul is about to boast a little in his own identity in order to make his point (see 2 Cor. 11:21b–23).  Paul recognizes that he does so not as the Lord would.  He does so only because in Corinth many boast according to the flesh.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 11:21b–23a Hebrews refers to Jewish ethnicity; Israelites refers to being God’s chosen people under the old covenant.  Offspring of Abraham means being part of the new covenant people of God and a true descendant of Abraham (see Rom. 9:6–9; 11:1–6; Gal. 3:29).  Because he is reluctant to speak of himself in this way, Paul downplays his qualifications.  He says that he is speaking as a fool and talking like a mad man (v. 23a).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 11:24 forty lashes less one.  The Jewish punishment of 39 lashes was given by the synagogue for false teaching, blasphemy, and serious law breaking.  All of these charges could have been applied to Paul’s preaching of the gospel, especially to Gentiles (Acts 9:20; 13:5, 14–43; etc.).  It was the most severe beating allowed by Scripture (Deut. 25:1–3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 11:30 God triumphs through human weakness, as he did through Christ’s crucifixion (1 Cor. 1:27; 2 Cor. 12:9; 13:4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about verses 29?  
· 11:30: “If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.”  Why?  Do we do that?  Why not?  

Wrapping up 	 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What can we say about the relationship between Paul and the church in Corinth?  What can we say about the relationship between us and UCBSG and SCCC?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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