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Opening
· What is “Prosperity theology (成功神学)”?  Do you believe in that?  Why or why not?  
· Prosperity theology (sometimes referred to as the prosperity gospel, the health and wealth gospel, or the gospel of success) is a Christian religious doctrine that financial blessing is the will of God for Christians, and that faith, positive speech, and donations to Christian ministries will increase one’s material wealth.  Based on non-traditional interpretations of the Bible, often with emphasis on the Book of Malachi, the doctrine views the Bible as a contract between God and humans: if humans have faith in God, he will deliver his promises of security and prosperity.  Confessing these promises to be true is perceived as an act of faith, which God will honor.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prosperity_theology.  
· If God is on your side, why should you suffer?  What does Isaiah 53 say?  
· Share your recent sufferings and comforts.  
· Did you notice that recently our Fridays’ programs were changed several times?  Why?  Do you like what were finally provided?  

Introduction to 2 Corinthians
· Author, Date, and Recipients.  The apostle Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia around a.d. 55/56.  This was approximately a year after he wrote 1 Corinthians and a year before he wrote his letter to the Romans.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Theme.  The central theme of 2 Corinthians is the relationship between suffering and the power of the Spirit in Paul’s apostolic life, ministry, and message.  Paul’s opponents had questioned his motives and his personal courage.  They argued that he had suffered too much to be a Spirit-filled apostle of the risen Christ.  But Paul argues that his suffering is the means God uses to reveal his glory (1:3–4, 11, 20).  ESV Study Bible.  
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 Paul’s Journeys

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14)

Opening and Praise to the God of All Comfort (1:1-11) 
· 2 Cor. 1:5 Christ’s sufferings refers not to Jesus’ unique atonement for sin (Rom. 5:8–10) but to Paul’s sufferings in imitation of Christ.  Paul endured these sufferings in faithfulness to God and for the sake of God’s people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What sufferings was Paul talking about?  
· 2 Cor. 1:6–7 it is for your comfort.  The opponents maintained that Paul’s sufferings disqualified him as an apostle.  Paul maintains that God uses his sufferings to strengthen believers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 1:8 Asia may refer back to Paul’s suffering in Ephesus (1 Cor. 15:32).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 1:10 Biblical hope is absolute confidence in God’s promises for the future (v. 10) based on his faithfulness in the past (v. 9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Is it good to always get “A” in courses?  Always smooth in life?  How about always “C” in courses?  How should we view such things?  
· God uses our sufferings to strengthen other believers.  Please share your experience.  
· We may not believe in “prosperity theology.”  However, do we treat people differently based on their degree of education, level of income, color of skin, etc.?  How should these be overcome?  

Paul’s Change of Plans (1:12-24) 
· 2 Cor. 1:12–2:17 Paul offers a detailed defense of why he had changed his mind more than once about returning to Corinth.  The process included: (1) an initial plan to visit Macedonia first, then Corinth (1 Cor. 16:5); (2) a subsequent plan to visit Corinth first, then Macedonia (2 Cor. 1:15); and finally (3) a decision to avoid “another painful visit” to Corinth, so that he went, by way of Troas, to Macedonia first (1:23; 2:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 1:15–16 first . . . on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia . . . on my way to Judea.  Originally, Paul had planned to travel from Ephesus through Macedonia to Corinth (see map) on his way back to Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:5–9).  In the meantime, he sent Timothy to visit the Corinthians (Acts 19:22; 1 Cor. 16:10–11).  When Timothy arrived in Corinth, he found the church in turmoil.  When Paul learned of this he decided to go immediately to Corinth to resolve the issues, then travel on to Macedonia before returning to Corinth for a second visit on his way to Jerusalem.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How many times did Paul visit Corinth?
· Answered by Rob J Hyndman (http://bibleq.net/answer/3020/).  Paul’s first visit to Corinth was in AD50 and is described in Acts 18:1-18.  Sometime later, probably around AD55, it seems he made another visit to Corinth, foreshadowed in 1 Corinthians 4:19; 16:5-8.  It is often described as his “painful visit” because of Paul’s later comment in 2 Corinthians 2:1.  His third visit is mentioned in 2 Corinthians 12:14; 13:1 and described (briefly) in Acts 20:2-3.  This was probably in AD57.  We do not know of any subsequent visits, although it is possible (even likely) that Paul returned to Corinth as he travelled extensively after being released from prison in Rome in about AD63.  
· 2 Cor. 1:18–19 Paul can affirm that his word . . . was not Yes and No, but in him (Christ) it is always Yes because his change of plan was within God’s will.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who made them stand in Christ?  
· Who made us stand in Christ?  

Wrapping up 
· Anything to prayer for, job, health, study, research, financial, or parents?  
· Whom and how shall we comfort today, next week, and beyond?  In what mentality and attitude?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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