2 Corinthians Chapter 13, 1/8/2016

Opening
· Do you remember periodic table?  When you learned it, how many elements did it have?  How about now?  
· Confirmation of four new elements completes seventh row of periodic table (http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/2016/01/new-elements-periodic-table-seventh-row-iupac)
· Those with atomic numbers 113, 115, 117 and 118 have indeed been synthesized, completing the seventh row of the periodic table.  (Atomic number 116 was confirmed in 2012.  See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livermorium).  
· “All four are highly unstable superheavy metals that exist for only a fraction of a second.  They are made by bombarding heavy metal targets with beams of ions, and can usually only be detected by measuring the radiation and other nuclides produced as they decay.”  
· Any thoughts on this news?  
· The universe created by God is amazing.  We are only gradually discovering its rules and regulations.  
· “These groups and others are now likely to turn their attention to elements beyond the seventh row.  This presents fresh challenges, partly because the targets used for bombardment experiments would have to be made of superheavy, short-lived elements themselves.  So far, no one claims to have discovered 119 or any elements heavier than it.”  
· What do you think about this presidential election?  Is the Republican Party in unity?  How about the Democratic Party?  Is party unity important?  
· How about unity of a church?  Is unity important?  Different from political or social parties?  Why or why not?  
· How to restore church unity if it was lost for some reasons?  
· How do we see each other within our church?  
· How should we handle disruptive issues?  
· How are we blessed at the end of worship each Sunday?  
· The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
· What does the above mean?  Where does the above come from?  Why is blessing done in this way?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15) 
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10) 
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Final Warnings (13:1-10) 
· What did we learn from earlier chapters?  
· 2 Cor. 12:14–13:10 In final preparation for his third visit (12:14; 13:1), Paul commends his apostleship one last time (12:14–21) and challenges the rebellious to test the genuineness of their professed faith (13:1–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 13:1 Paul quotes Deut. 17:6 and 19:15.  The “two or three witnesses” is a reminder that when he comes all charges will be considered fairly and dealt with in a just way.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· This is related to verse 4 – God is Paul’s witness.  
· 2 Cor. 13:3–4 Following the pattern of Christ’s own weakness (1:5; 8:9; Phil. 2:7–8), Paul too has been weak for the sake of God’s people.  This showed them God’s Spirit and glory through his own sufferings (2 Cor. 1:3–11; 2:14–16a; 4:7–15; 6:3–10; 11:23–33; 12:7–10).  But also like Christ, Paul will exercise the power of God in judging the Corinthians’ behavior and beliefs (see 1 Cor. 5:12–13; 6:1–3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 13:5 The test to see if Christ is in the Corinthians will be their response to Paul and his call to repent.  God’s message and the messenger are one (5:18–6:2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This is related to verse 3 – is Christ speaking in Paul?  How about Corinthians themselves?  Are they in the faith?  
· 2 Cor. 13:7–9 Paul can exercise his apostolic authority only in a way that supports the truth.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The key is not whether Paul met the test.  Rather, it is the restoration of the church in Corinth.  
· 2 Cor. 13:9.  Different translations toward the end of this version.  Why?  
· 即 使 我 们 软 弱 ， 你 们 刚 强 ， 我 们 也 欢 喜 。 并 且 我 们 所 求 的 ， 就 是 你 们 作 完 全 人 。
· ESV.  For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong.  Your restoration is what we pray for.  
· NIV.  We are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is that you may be fully restored.  
· Greek Bible.  成熟、完全.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=2+Cor&chap=13&sec=9
· Discussion 

Final Greetings (13:11-14) 
· 2 Cor. 13:11–14 Closing Greetings.  Paul highlights the important themes he has covered.  As in 1 Corinthians (see 1 Cor. 16:13–14), he also summarizes the central conclusions of this letter with five commands.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 13:11 Comfort one another – Passive in the original manuscript.  https://bible.fhl.net/new/fhlwhparsing.php?engs=2+Cor&chap=13&sec=9
· Why?  Operationally?  
· 2 Cor. 13:14 This is the only Trinitarian benediction in Paul’s letters.  It stresses that grace, love, and fellowship with one another come from God in Christ through the Spirit.  You all.  A final emphasis on the unity of the reconciled church, brought about by God himself, one of the main goals of Paul’s letter (1:7; 5:18–6:2; 7:2–4; 12:19).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why rejoice?  Difficult to do?  How?  
· What else?  Why and how?  

Wrapping up 	 
· The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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