2 Corinthians Chapter 3, 10/9//2015

Opening
· Have you asked others to write recommendation letters for you?  
· What is a “strong” recommendation letter that will make a difference?  
· Have you drafted recommendation letters for yourself?  
· Have you written recommendation letters for others?  
· Who don’t need recommendation letters?  
· We have many parents here.  Do their children look like them?  
· For a group of parents and children whom you might not know, can you correctly pair children with parents?  
· What is the Old Testament?  What is the New Testament?  
· What are the differences between the OT and the NT?  
· What is the relationship between the OT and the NT?  
· Why such a relationship?  Why not NT only?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Ministers of the New Covenant (2:12-3:6) 
· 2 Cor. 3:1–6 Paul makes it clear that, as an apostle, he was called to mediate the Spirit in fulfillment of the new covenant.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 3:1 Both questions in this verse expect the answer “no.”  Paul does not reject letters of recommendation generally (Acts 15:25, 26; 18:27; 1 Cor. 16:10, 11), but apparently Paul’s opponents had brought some misleading letters of recommendation to the church at Corinth, letters that the bearers were not worthy of.  Paul shows that his letter is far better, because it consists of the lives of the Corinthian believers.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Paul expects a negative answer to his two rhetorical questions, since his claim to be an apostle is not an empty boast (he does not commend himself).  His claim of apostleship is supported by the Spirit and by his ministry of suffering.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 3:2–3 letter from Christ.  By the Corinthians’ changed lives, Christ testifies to Paul’s true apostleship because he is the one who brought the gospel to them.  On tablets of stone, see Ex. 24:12; Deut. 9:10.  On tablets of human hearts, see Ezek. 11:19; 36:26.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 3:6 The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  Compare Rom. 2:29 and 7:6, the other two NT occurrences of this contrast.  The letter kills since it announces God’s will without granting the power to keep it.  This brings people under God’s judgment as covenant breakers.  The Spirit alone gives life because only the Spirit can change the heart, enabling God’s people to keep his commands.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What is the relationship between the OT and the NT?  
· How would you explain Matthew 5:18 “For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished”?  

The Greater Glory of the New Covenant (3:7-18) 
· 2 Cor. 3:7–9 Moses’ ministry is described as a ministry of death because Israel would not obey the law (see Ex. 32:9; 34:9) and so received condemnation (2 Cor. 3:9).  The giving of the law was accompanied by so much glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face. See Ex. 34:29–35.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Can anyone stare at the sun for a while?  Why or why not?  
· How about staring at Moses when he just came down from Mountain Sinai?  A day later?  
· Staring at Jesus?  
· 2 Cor. 3:10–11 Now that the new covenant has come, the old covenant has come to have no glory at all, since God is no longer revealing himself through it.  The glory of the new covenant also surpasses that of the old in that the new covenant is a permanent, everlasting covenant.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 3:13 Veil is the key concept in vv. 13–18.  This fading signified the temporary nature of the old covenant.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 3:14–15 Here Paul uses Moses’ veil as a symbol for the people’s hardened condition.  This hardness kept most Jews in Paul’s day from recognizing that the law of Moses itself points to Jesus as the Messiah.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 3:17 There is freedom most likely refers to the many kinds of freedom that come with salvation in Christ and with the presence of the Holy Spirit.  These include freedom from condemnation, guilt, sin, death, the old covenant, and blindness to the gospel.  It also includes access to the loving presence of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion 
· Why did Moses need a veil but not Jesus?  
· Can you see the glories of Christians?  Like Father like son.  Are the glories fading away (temporary vs. eternal)?  Why or why not?  
· Do Christians need veils?  Why or why not?  
· Do Christians have veils in their heart?  How to remove them?  

Wrapping up 
· 3:17 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  
· Do we have the freedom in the Lord?  Examples?  Impacts?  
· Do we still have veils in our mind?  How to remove the veils?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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