2 Corinthians Chapter 4, 10/16//2015

Opening
· Have you been persecuted before?  How did you survive?  Please share your experience.  Were you discouraged?  Did you think about quitting in the process?  Why or why not?  
· Have you been persecuted for being a Christian?  Did you lose faith?  
· Have you been to evangelical conferences or Christian retreats?  How did you like them?  
· What happened after such a gathering was over and you met some worldly difficulties?  
· Is seeing believing?  Why or why not?    

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

The Light of the Gospel (4:1-6) 
· What did we discuss last Friday?  
· Ministers of the New Covenant.  The Greater Glory of the New Covenant.  
· In view of the above, what shall we do?  What shouldn’t we do?  
· 2 Cor. 4:1–6:13 Paul explains why he does not become discouraged in his ministry, despite his many afflictions (4:1, 16; 5:6).  He then goes on to discuss further the message and character of the new covenant ministry itself (5:11–6:13).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 4:2 Paul is not motivated by money (2:17).  He does not crave human approval (Gal. 1:10).  Thus, Paul refused to tamper with God’s word by watering it down or changing it to suit what people want to hear (compare 2 Tim. 4:3).  Rather, Paul’s open statement of the truth shows that he does not proclaim a “secret” or hidden gospel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 4:6 Paul uses the creation of light in Gen. 1:3 to picture conversion as the dawning of the new creation in this fallen world.  The glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  To know the glory of Christ (2 Cor. 4:4) is to encounter the life-transforming glory of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Compare with the “light” in v. 4.4.  
· Discussion 
· Can you see the connection between one verse and the next?  Very elegant.  
· Is serving in UCBSG an obligation and a privilege?  Is that our choice?  Or is it a mercy of God?  

Treasure in Jars of Clay (4:7-18) 
· 2 Cor. 4:7 Treasure.  A reference to the “knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (v. 6) as the content of the gospel (v. 4).  Jars of clay.  A common metaphor in the ancient world for human weakness (see Ps. 31:12; Isa. 30:14).  This verse restates the central thesis of 2 Corinthians as seen in 1:3–11 and 2:14–17: God triumphs amid human weakness (see 1 Cor. 1:27; 2 Cor. 12:5–9; 13:4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Have you been to evangelical conferences or Christian retreats?  How did you feel after coming down from “the Mountain”?  
· 2 Cor. 4:10–12 Paul’s suffering and endurance are intended to bring about resurrection life among the Corinthians as they learn to trust God during difficulty (see 1:6–7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Was Paul serious when he talked about death in these verses?  How can you tell?  
· 2 Cor. 4:13 The same spirit of faith.  Most interpreters have understood “spirit” to refer not to the Holy Spirit but to the attitude of trust in spite of affliction that Paul shared with David (see Ps. 116:10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 4:17–18 Earlier, Paul’s suffering was a burden too heavy to carry (1:8).  Now it is a light momentary affliction in view of the eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison (see Rom. 8:18).  The difficulty is preparing him to receive a great eternal reward.  The things that are seen.  Paul’s suffering and all the shortcomings of this present age.  The things that are unseen.  The full restoration of all things at the final resurrection.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Seeing is believing.  
· You know smart phones do work.  Can you see the wireless signals that they receive and send out?  
· In fact, from red to purple, visible lights are a very small fraction of the continuum spectrum of electromagnetic waves.  Almost all the waves cannot be seen by human eyes.  
· Seeing is believing?  
· “Prosperity theology (成功神学)”?  
· Why were Paul persecuted?  
· Were you persecuted for Christ’ sake?  Truly for Christ not for other reasons?  
· Do Christians have hope only on things after live?  Why or why not?  Examples?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Can you see the connection between one verse and the next?  Very elegant also.  

Wrapping up 
· We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  Please share and pray for each other.  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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