2 Corinthians Chapter 8, 11/13/2015

Opening
· What is rich and what is poor?  Give some examples of rich persons and poor persons.  
· Are you rich or are you poor?  
· Can a person be rich and poor at the same time?  
· What are the responsibilities of rich persons?  Poor persons?  
· We always compare with others as we grow up.  Is that right?  Examples about what we compare?
· Height, weight, clothes, shoes, grades, the school we attend, richness of parents, the car we drive, our own salaries, the beauty of our girlfriends, ..  
· Is comparison good or bad?  
· Have you heard about “benchmarking” or “best practice”?  Are they common in today’s society for companies and schools, including universities?  
· Should Christians offer to churches?  Why or why not?  
· How much should we offer?  
· How should the offers be used?  
· How should co-workers of a church manage God’s assets?  With vision and special care! 

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

The Collection for the Lord’s People (8:1-15) 
· What were discussed last week?  
· Paul’s Joy Over the Church’s Repentance.  
· 2 Cor. 8:1–9:15 Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection.  In view of 7:2–16, Paul encourages the church to complete the collection that they had begun earlier for the suffering believers in Jerusalem (see Rom. 15:25–32; 1 Cor. 16:1–4; Gal. 2:9–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 8:1 the grace of God . . . given among the churches of Macedonia.  A reference to the generosity of the churches in the region of Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea (see Acts 16:9–17:15; 18:5; 19:21–22, 29; 20:1–4; 27:2).  Paul calls the collection an act of “grace” because contributing to the needs of others is made possible by God’s gifts (2 Cor. 8:1, 4, 19; see also 8:9; 9:8).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 8:7 faith . . . speech . . . knowledge.  A reference to the Corinthians’ spiritual gifts (see 1 Cor. 1:5; 8:1–7; 12:8–10; 14:19).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 8:13–14 At the present time the Gentile believers can contribute financially, while the Jewish believers can contribute leadership and the ministry of the gospel (see Rom. 11:11–12, 25–26, 30–32).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 8:15 Share your understanding of Exodus 16:18.  Was that amazing?  
· Do you have a similar experience?  
· Discussion 
· How should we view offerings?  Christians’ privileges and responsibilities.  Blessings in disguise!  See 8:9 and 9:6.  
· What should be our practice of offering?  Tithe?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Did Paul ask for the best practice or for their sincerity and earnestness?  
· What are the needs of SCCC/UCBSG?  Please share.  

Titus Sent to Receive the Collection (8:16-24)
· 2 Cor. 8:18 The identity of the famous . . . brother is unknown.  ESV Study Bible.  
· No name is given.  Luke is a frequent suggestion.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Perhaps Luke or Barnabas.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 8:22 Our brother.  
· This second brother is also anonymous.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Not identified.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  Why were the churches in Jerusalem so careful about the handling of the offerings? 
· How should co-workers of a church manage God’s assets?  With vision and special care!  
· What vision do we have?  Please share.  
· How should we be careful?  Please share.  
· Trustworthy brothers or sisters to manage.  
· Transparency.  Make finance available to brothers and sisters periodically.  
· Reaching consensus before taking major initiatives.  
· Are assets discussed above just in terms of money?  What else?  Time, efforts, ..
· What else should we be very careful?  Sexual relationship, ..

Wrapping up 	 
· Do you know who are in need now among brothers, sisters and seekers?  Also, what is your visions on SCCC/UCBSG?  Let us become a channel of blessings.  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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