2 Corinthians Chapter 2, 9/25//2015

Opening
· A country has its laws, and a family has its rules (国有国法，家有家规).  How about a church or a Bible study group?  
· What happens when some members violate the rules?  
· Specific examples?  
· What are the major differences between the rules for a church or a Bible study group vs. the rules for a country?  
· Sun shines on the good and on the bad.  What are the differences?  
· Is the grace of God shown to the good and to the bad?  What are the differences?  
· What is your experience when you invite your friends to Bible Study Friday evening?  Do you feel happy or sad?  
· Do you remember your responses when you were invited to the Bible study for the first few times?  Now, do you regret for coming?  
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 Paul’s Journeys

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Paul’s Change of Plans (1:12-2:4) 
· Historical background.  
· 2 Cor. 1:15–16 first . . . on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia . . . on my way to Judea.  Originally, Paul had planned to travel from Ephesus through Macedonia to Corinth (see map) on his way back to Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:5–9).  In the meantime, he sent Timothy to visit the Corinthians (Acts 19:22; 1 Cor. 16:10–11).  When Timothy arrived in Corinth, he found the church in turmoil.  When Paul learned of this he decided to go immediately to Corinth to resolve the issues, then travel on to Macedonia before returning to Corinth for a second visit on his way to Jerusalem.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Paul came to Troas after leaving Ephesus for Macedonia, hoping to meet sooner with his coworker Titus.  He had sent Titus to Corinth to present the “tearful letter” (vv. 3–4; see ch. 7).  Despite a good response to the gospel in Troas (a door was opened for me in the Lord), when Titus failed to show up, Paul’s spirit was not at rest.  He was concerned over the welfare of Titus and the church in Corinth (see 7:5–7; 11:28).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 1:23–2:4 Paul makes clear that just as his first change of plans was a Christ-like act in accordance with the promises of God, so too his decision not to come but to send them a “tearful letter” was an expression of God’s love to them in Christ (2:3–4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 2:4 Paul wrote a severe letter that called the Corinthians to repentance (see 7:8–9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why did Paul have confidence in the brothers and sisters in Corinth?  
· What confidence do you have in brothers and sisters here at Storrs?  

Forgiveness for the Offender (2:5-11) 
· 2 Cor. 2:5–11 The majority in Corinth had expressed their repentance by punishing the leader of the rebellion against Paul.  Paul now calls them to follow his own Christ-like example toward them by extending mercy to the offender, lest Satan have his way once again in the church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 2:11 Satan’s designs are to destroy the mutual forgiveness, love, and unity that is to characterize God’s people (see 5:16–6:2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are Satan’s schemes?  Have you seen some of them?  
· What happens when discipline without love?  

Ministers of the New Covenant (2:12-17) 
· 2 Cor. 2:12–17 These verses explain some of Paul’s actions behind writing 2 Corinthians (vv. 12–13; see also 7:5–16).  They also reintroduce the letter’s main theme (2:14–17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 2:12–13 Paul came to Troas after leaving Ephesus for Macedonia, hoping to meet sooner with his coworker Titus.  He had sent Titus to Corinth to present the “tearful letter” (vv. 3–4; see ch. 7).  Despite a good response to the gospel in Troas (a door was opened for me in the Lord), when Titus failed to show up, Paul’s spirit was not at rest.  He was concerned over the welfare of Titus and the church in Corinth (see 7:5–7; 11:28).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 2:15 What is the aroma of Christ?  
· Are we the aroma of Christ to God?  
· 2 Cor. 2:17 Some of Paul’s opponents demanded payment for their ministries as if they were peddlers of God’s word (see 11:7–15; 12:13–16).  In contrast, Paul’s commitment to support himself brought with him many hardships.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Can you live without a cell phone?  
· Can you imagine that people had to wait for weeks or months to get an answer for a question during Paul’s time?  
· Would you be anxious then?  
· Why didn’t Paul have peace in Troas?  
· How shall pastors be supported?  Why?  

Wrapping up 
· Which persons whom you know are in need?  How can they be helped?  
· What are your favorite verses?  

Peter Luh, Chunlong Liu and Koh Han Seow, 9/24/2015 
Copyright UCBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2015
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" PAUL’S MISSION.
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