2 Corinthians Chapter 7, 11/6/2015

Opening
· Have you ever been tired in your journey of faith?  What happened then?  Please share.  
· Was it possible for a strong person such as Paul to be tired?  Why or why not?  What would happen then?  
· How should we handle bad behaviors in a family?  In a classroom?  In a company?  In a church?  
· Shall we handle things differently in a church?  Why or why not?  Good or bad?  
· When a kid is caught for doing something wrong, what are typical behaviors?  Good or bad?  When an adult is caught for doing something wrong, what are typical behaviors?  
· How about you and me?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Paul’s Joy Over the Church’s Repentance (7:2-16) 
· What were discussed last Friday?  2 Cor. 6:16-18.  
· “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.  Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”  And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  
· 2 Cor. 7:2–4 Paul resumes the exhortation from 6:11–13.  The Corinthians are to side with Paul and reject the false teachers (see 6:14–7:1).  
· 2 Cor. 7:3.  Did Paul love brothers and sisters in Corinth?  
· 2 Cor. 7:5 Paul goes back to the topic from 2:12-13.  
· 2 Cor. 2:12–13 Paul came to Troas after leaving Ephesus for Macedonia, hoping to meet sooner with his coworker Titus.  He had sent Titus to Corinth to present the “tearful letter” (vv. 3–4).  Despite a good response to the gospel in Troas (a door was opened for me in the Lord), when Titus failed to show up, Paul’s spirit was not at rest.  He was concerned over the welfare of Titus and the church in Corinth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Titus was an early Christian missionary and Church leader, a companion and disciple of Paul the Apostle, mentioned in several of the Pauline epistles including the Epistle to Titus.  He is believed to be a Gentile converted to Christianity by Paul.  Towards the close of the year 56, Paul sent Titus from Ephesus to Corinth, with full commission to remedy the several subjects of scandal and dissensions in that church.  Titus was a peacemaker, administrator, and missionary. He rejoined Paul in Macedon, and cheered him with the tidings he brought from Corinth.  According to tradition, Titus was consecrated by him as Bishop of the Island of Crete.  Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Titus).  
· 2 Cor. 7:6–9 Titus reported that the Corinthians had fully repented and had turned back to Paul, and therefore back to the gospel.  This news comforted Paul.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 7:10 repentance.  Regret for having lost God’s approval, which leads to a commitment to reverse one’s conduct and live for God (5:6–10, 15).  Grief brought about by losing the world’s approval leads to trying to regain that approval, and this produces death, or divine judgment.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 7:12.  ESV version: “So although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God.”  
· Discussion 
· Have you ever been tired in your journey of faith?  What hope shall we have?  
· How did Paul handle bad behaviors in the church at Corinth?  How should we handle bad behaviors in our church?  
· Speaking truth in love?  Easy to do?  

Discussion 
· What do you think about the following report from CNN on November 1, 2015?  “El Faro owners file lawsuit to block legal action by families of ship's crew.”  http://edition.cnn.com/2015/11/01/us/el-faro-lawsuit/.  
· El Faro disappeared October 1 2015 some 30 miles off the coast of the Bahamas, as Hurricane Joaquin raged in the region. The massive ship vanished with 33 crew members on board.  
· Just before federal officials announced over the weekend that the U.S. Navy would send a special submersible to search the ocean floor, lawyers for TOTE Maritime, which owns El Faro, filed a complaint in the U.S. District Court in Florida saying it did everything in its power to ensure the ship was safe and thus should bear no financial liability in regard to the families' claims.  One maritime lawyer said the move was “highly insensitive to the families” of the sunken ship's crew.  
· The company’s complaint says it “exercised due diligence” to make sure the 40-year-old vessel was seaworthy and well-equipped for its September 29 trip from Jacksonville, Florida, to San Juan, Puerto Rico, and should thus be “(exonerated) from liability for any and all losses or damages sustained during the voyage ... and from any and all claims for damages that have been or may hereafter be made.”  
· What about some of the scandals in churches?  The attitudes of those who were involved?  What shall we learn?  

Wrapping up 	 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How can we be an ambassador for Christ and be a comforter for many?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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