2 Corinthians Chapter 9, 11/27/2015

Opening
· How do you like the hymn “Someone is praying for you”?  Pleas share your feeling. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqU45Wb4Wcc)  
· Have you written recommendation letters for others?  Generally, how do (would) you write?  What happens if a person turned out to fall severely behind how you recommended?  
· Based on your experience, offering to God reduces what you have, increases what you have, or is irrelevant to what you have?  Why?  
· How much do you know the financial aspect of USBSG and SCCC?  Generally, we do not talk about offerings at UCBSG or SCCC.  Why?  Is that good?  What are we losing?  Do you see our urgent needs?  How to offer to serve God’s purposes?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

The Collection for Christians in Jerusalem (9:1-5) 
· 2 Cor. 8:1–9:15 Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection.  In view of 7:2–16, Paul encourages the church to complete the collection that they had begun earlier for the suffering believers in Jerusalem.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why did Paul send brothers to Corinthians?  Why didn’t Paul let God do the job?  
· How shall we do our job when serving God?  

Generosity Encouraged (9:6-15) 
· 2 Cor. 9:6 Sows bountifully.  Paul expands a well-known proverb, “You reap what you sow” (e.g., Job 4:8; Gal. 6:7).  God provides opportunities to give generously.  Those who sow generously will also reap bountifully in terms of bearing fruit for God’s kingdom (2 Cor. 9:11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 9:6 Sows .. reap.  An agricultural metaphor – the farmer who plants much seed reaps a large crop, but a small planting yields a small harvest.  This promise is also true in the spiritual realm.  Those who give generously will reap abundantly for the kingdom.  What is given is never lost; it is sown.  While God may at times provide a generous harvest in the physical and material realm to those who give, this is not the New Testament promise or pattern (8:9; 11:27; Luke 6:20, 21, 24, 25; James 2:5).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 9:7–8 God loves (“approves of”) a cheerful giver (see Deut. 15:10; Rom. 12:8).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 9:10 God will increase the harvest in terms of increasing your righteousness.  Thus the quoted OT texts (Isa. 55:10; Hos. 10:12) refer specifically to the provision of God’s Word for the salvation of his people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 9:15 Our giving is only a small imitation of God’s own excellent generosity to us, especially in the “inexpressible give” of His Son (John 3:16).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What is the purpose of offering?  
· With what heart shall we offer to God?  
· In your view, what are the major needs of SCCC, UCBSG and beyond?  
· How shall we make the offering at SCCC and UCBSG a more open process?  

Wrapping up 	 
· What are your favorite verses?  
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