2 Corinthians Chapter 10, 12/4/2015

Opening
· What is “清者自清” (A clean hand wants no washing)?  No need to explain.  Why not?  Your experiences?  
· Are Christians part of the world?  Shall Christians live by the standards of the world?  Why or why not?  Your own experiences?  
· Have you participated in audio teleconference?  What are the major differences between discussing via teleconference vs. talking face-to-face?  
· Before a major visit, do you try to resolve major issues beforehand via teleconferencing or email messages or ..?  
· What do you think about presidential candidates?  Professor so and so?  Lab mate so and so?  Ourselves?  How do we measure others and how do we measure ourselves – are we using the same measures and by what standards?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15) 
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10) 
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Paul’s Defense of His Ministry (10:1-11) 
· Background information (See note on 2 Corinthians 1, Theme.  
· The central theme of 2 Corinthians is the relationship between suffering and the power of the Spirit in Paul’s apostolic life, ministry, and message.  Paul’s opponents had questioned his motives and his personal courage.  They argued that he had suffered too much to be a Spirit-filled apostle of the risen Christ.  But Paul argues that his suffering is the means God uses to reveal his glory (1:3–4, 11, 20).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 10:1–13:10 Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth.  In the third major section of his letter, Paul directly appeals to those who are still rejecting his gospel and apostolic authority.  During his third visit, Paul will be forced to judge those who have not repented (10:6; 12:20–21; 13:1–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 10:1–11 Was Paul timid when face to face?  
· Paul responds to criticism of his humble appearance (vv. 1–6) and his refusal to use impressive public speaking techniques (vv. 7–11; see 1 Cor. 2:1–5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 2:1–5 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters.  When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling.  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.  
· 2 Cor. 10:1 the meekness and gentleness of Christ.  Christ’s willingness to allow time for repentance before he returns to judge (see 2 Pet. 3:8–10).  I who am humble when . . . with you, but bold toward you when I am away.  Paul probably quotes accusations made by his opponents (see 2 Cor. 10:10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 10:3–4 The weapons of Paul’s warfare are not physical but spiritual, such as prayer, the Word of God, faith, and the power of the Holy Spirit.  By the Spirit Paul tears down the strongholds of wrong thinking and behavior in the lives of those who resist his authority.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 10:8 Paul knows that he must now call upon the authority Christ has given him and warn the Corinthians that he is ready to use it.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are your weapons at school?  In your office?  As a person?  
· How should we behave ourselves?  
· 凭血气 (based on flesh)?  
· Ephesians 6:13-18.  Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  

Reestablishing Authority in Corinth (10:12-18) 
· 2 Cor. 10:12–18 Paul now turns to reestablishing his authority in Corinth by (1) defining the proper standard for apostolic authority and (2) demonstrating that his ministry actually meets that standard, while his opponents’ ministry does not.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 10:12 Paul’s opponents recommend one another by comparing their abilities, spiritual gifts, and experiences.  These are irrelevant for establishing apostolic authority in a church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]2 Cor. 10:13–14 In contrast to his opponents, Paul does not boast beyond limits (that is, beyond the sphere of his God-given apostolic authority).  His apostolic authority in Corinth (the area of influence God assigned to us) was based on God sending Paul to establish the church in Corinth (to reach . . . you).  See 1 Cor. 4:15; 2 Cor. 3:1–3.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 10:15–16 lands beyond.  Paul’s aim is to plant churches in areas where the gospel has never been proclaimed (see Rom. 10:14–17).  These false teachers try to change the gospel in places where it has already been established (another’s area).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 10:17–18   
· Boasting in something means to declare how great something is.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The Lord’s judgment is final.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Paul supports his boasting as an apostle (vv. 12–16) by citing Jer. 9:23–24 (compare 1 Cor. 1:31).  Since all human abilities and achievements are gifts from God, the only true basis for boasting is to boast in the Lord, that is, boasting in what the Lord provides, not in one’s accomplishments. The Lord commends his people by working in and through their lives (see 2 Cor. 3:1; 4:2; 5:12; 6:4).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jer. 9:23-24 This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord.  
· Discussion 
· Is it necessary for each of us to follow Paul by spread the gospel where no one has ever reached?  
· No.  Note the “but” at the beginning of v. 17.  
· What are the “regions” that God assigned to you?  

Wrapping up 	 
· What are your favorite verses?  
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