2 Corinthians Chapter 5, 10/23//2015

Opening
· How do you call in Chinese a couple who just got married?  新人 ~ New persons, literally.  Why are they “new”?  What shall happen to the “old”?  Have you heard about the “bachelor party”?  What does it symbolize?  
· What is a “new person”?  Characteristics of a new person?  
· Relations with in-laws?  Babies?  Others?  
· A “new creation” in Christ?  
· What is your closest experience to death?  How do you think about death?  What happens after death?  Please share your thoughts.  
· When you travel to a foreign country, do you usually behave well?  Why?  Not to lose face for the people you represent?  
· How about as an Asian or Asian American living in North America?  
· How about as a Christian living with many unbelievers?  Ambassador for Christ?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Awaiting the New Body (5:1-10) 
· Briefly review what were discussed in Chapters 1 and 4.  
· Paul’s suffering and despair even of life.  
· Present weakness and resurrection life.  
· 2 Cor. 5:2–4 Paul longs for the resurrection (that is, being further clothed; see v. 1) in order to not be found naked or unclothed.  This likely refers to the intermediate state in which believers’ spirits are with God but they do not yet have their resurrected bodies.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 5:6 At home in the body .. away from the Lord.  Still living here in our earthly dwelling; it does not mean that we are deprived of the Lord’s spiritual presence with us in our daily lives.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 5:8 The doctrine of the intermediate state between our death and Chris’s return teaches that when Christians die they, that is, their spirits, go immediately into Christ’s presence and are “at home with the Lord,” while their bodies remain here and are buried in the grave (Luke 23:43, Phil. 1:23).  When Christ returns, the bodies of believers will be raised from the dead and reunited with their spirits (1 Cor. 15:22, 23; 1 Thess. 4:14, 16).  Reformation Study Bible.   
· Discussion 
· What do you think of the above?  

The Ministry of Reconciliation (5:11-21) 
· 2 Cor. 5:11–6:2 Paul offers one of his most extensive descriptions of the motivation (5:11–15), content (5:16–19), and call of the new covenant ministry.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 5:13 if we are beside ourselves . . . if we are in our right mind.  This possibly responds to some Corinthians calling Paul crazy.  Paul’s motivation is to please Christ (v. 9), so his goal is to persuade others (v. 11b).  It is not to urge others to seek exotic religious experiences.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Revelation 3:15.  I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot.  I wish you were either one or the other!
· Shall we serve God or serve people?  How and with what attitude?  Do they conflict each other?  
· 2 Cor. 5:16 Regard no one according to the flesh, that is, according to worldly standards and values which claim that one’s present physical life is all that matters.  Before Paul’s conversion, he regarded Christ according to the flesh.  He considered Christ to be a false messiah whose suffering and death were punishment from God (see Deut. 21:23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 5:17 The redemption of a people who live for Christ by living for others is the beginning of the new creation (see Isa. 43:18–19; 65:17–23; 66:22–23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Am I a new creation?  Can I tell?  Can others tell?  
· What triggered the above?  Please share.  
· 2 Cor. 5:18–20 reconciliation.  These verses outline (1) the basis of Paul’s apostolic ministry of the new covenant (Paul’s own reconciliation to God through Christ); (2) its consequence (his ministry and message of reconciliation to the world for Christ); (3) its essential content (the forgiveness of sins because of Christ’s death); and (4) its call (on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God).  Ambassadors for Christ.  Paul is God’s prophetic minister of the new covenant (3:4–6).  He announces God’s “peace treaty” (see Isa. 53:5) with those who will trust in Christ to free them from the penalty and power of sin (2 Cor. 5:14–15; see Rom. 5:11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
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Wrapping up 
· Are we a new creation?  How can we be Ambassador for Christ?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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