2 Corinthians Chapter 12, 12/18/2015

Opening
· What are the most challenging issues faced by the Abbot of Shaolin Temple (少林寺方丈)?  Must be related to martial arts if not talking about politics.  
· What are the most challenging things faced by a pastor (not talking about politics)?  Are those questions important?  
· Have you seen Van Gogh’s painting “Peasant Woman Peeling Potatoes” (or “The Potato Peeler”)?  What did he try to convey?  
· It was painted by Van Gogh in 1885, the year before he left the Netherlands for France.  It is typical of the peasant studies that he made in Nuenen, “with its restricted palette of dark tones, coarse fracture, and blocky drawing.”  Van Gogh found the subjects noble.  He had seen the changing landscape in the Netherlands as industrialization encroached on once pastoral settings and the livelihoods of the working poor with little opportunity to change vocation. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peasant_Character_Studies_(Van_Gogh_series)).  
· What are your daily routines?  What are given to us?  What shall we pray for?  Degrees?  Jobs?  Health?  
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· What do you know about paradise?  From the Bible?  
· Luke 16:19-31.  Paradise.  Abraham and Lazarus.  
· What are the implications on us?  
· What should be the proper relationships among brothers and sisters?  Among Christians and pastors or church leaders?  
· What would you expect if we have a new pastor?  
· If you were a pastor, what would you expect the congregation to do?  What will happen if the expectations from the two sides cannot match?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15) 
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10) 
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Paul’s Vision and His Thorn (12:1-10) 
· What did we study last Friday?  What else can Paul boast?  Why or why not?    
· 2 Cor. 12:1–13 Because his opponents boast in their spiritual experiences as well as in their ethnic identity, Paul is also forced to boast, however foolishly, in his own visions and revelations (see 11:1, 16; 12:11).  But then in vv. 7–10 he returns one last time to boasting in his weakness, revealing the presence of a “thorn in the flesh” as the appropriate means for glorifying God’s grace and power in his life and ministry.  In vv. 9–10 he clearly states the principle behind this aspect of his self-commendation (1:3–11; 2:14–17; 4:7–12; 6:3–10; 11:23–33): Paul’s earthly weaknesses, not his revelations, are to be the platform for demonstrating the Lord’s power and grace.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 12:2–3 I know a man . . . this man.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Paul’s hesitancy to boast of his visions is reflected in his use of the third person (as if it had happened to someone else).  
· The third heaven (that is, the highest; see 1 Kings 8:27).  This phrase reflects a distinction between (1) the atmosphere where birds can be seen to fly, (2) the higher area where the sun, moon, and stars can be seen, and (3) the unseen realm where God dwells (paradise).  
· Fourteen years ago.  Sometime between a.d. 42–44, before his first missionary journey (Acts 9:29–30; 11:25–26).  There is no other known record of this vision.  
· 2 Cor. 12:7 A thorn was given me (by God, who is sovereign over all things) in the flesh, a messenger of Satan.  The nature of this “thorn” or “messenger” is uncertain.  The most frequently proposed possibilities include: 
· Paul’s inner psychological struggles (such as grief over his earlier persecution of the church, sorrow over Israel’s unbelief, or continuing temptations); 
· Paul’s opponents, who continued to persecute him (compare Num. 33:55 and Ezek. 28:24, where thorns refer to Israel’s enemies); 
· Some kind of physical affliction (possibly poor eyesight, malaria, or severe migraine headaches); or 
· Some kind of demonic harassment (“a messenger of Satan”).  
Most commentators prefer the third view, since “thorn in the flesh” would seem to suggest a physical condition.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· V. 4.  What cannot be told?  
· Is it good to have the experience of being in the third heaven?  Is it necessary for a Christian or a pastor to have that experience?  
· V. 8.  What shall we pray for?  
· V. 10.  Can you share “When I am weak, then I am strong”?  

Paul’s Concern for the Corinthians (12:11-21) 
· 2 Cor. 12:12 the signs of a true apostle . . . among you with utmost patience.  Refers to the work of the Spirit through Paul’s ministry.  This work is seen in the conversion and gifting of the Corinthians (3:1–3).  It is also seen in Paul’s Christ-like behavior (6:4; 10:1–12:10).  With signs and wonders and mighty works.  A threefold description of miraculous acts that accompanied and proved an apostle’s ministry (see Rom. 15:18–19; Gal. 3:1–5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]2 Cor. 12:16–18 crafty . . . deceit . . . take advantage.  Paul rejects the idea that he used the collection to take money from the Corinthians.  There is no evidence for such a charge.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· V. 16.  Why crafty?  
· Verses 20-21.  
· What should be the proper relationships among brothers and sisters?  Among Christians and pastors or church leaders?  
· Under what condition should a church take actions against its members?  What should be done before the actions?  

Wrapping up 	 
· What are your favorite verses?  
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