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Opening
· If you can select a person to co-author a paper, whom would you select?  Why?  
· 肯定是牛人啊!  大牛.  
· Will the process of writing paper with him/her be smooth?  Why or why not?  
· If you want to select a person to accompany you lifelong, whom would you select?  Why?  Will that life be smooth?  Happily ever after?  
· If you want to select a god to worship, whom would you select?  Why?  How will that life be?  
· Are you searching for a job?  Do you have difficulties in study or research?  Do you have major health issues?  Are you suffering a bad relationship with your family members or close friends?  Anything to share?  
· Is it easier to share during the time of trouble or the time of triumph?  Why?  
· Is it easier to share our faith during the time of trouble or the time of triumph?  Why?  
· How shall we view the above?  
· Can we be Ambassador for Christ, part time?  
· Can we work with non-Christians?  Can we live with non-Christians?  Can we marry with a non-Christian?  
· “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers (信與不信可同負一軛)” – what does it really mean?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry as an Apostle (1:1–7:16) 
II. Paul’s Appeal to the Repentant Church Regarding the Collection (8:1–9:15)
III. Paul’s Appeal to the Rebellious Minority in Corinth (10:1–13:10)
IV. Closing Greetings (13:11–14) 

Paul’s Hardships (6:3-13) 
· What were discussed last Friday?  Summarized by 2 Cor. 5:20:  
· “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”  
· How?  When?  
· 2 Cor. 6:1 If the Corinthians allow their church to be swept away by the “false apostles,” or if they refuse to purify themselves from “every defilement of body and spirit” (7:1), their lives will glorify God less and less, and the gospel they heard will bear little lasting fruit.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 7:1 “Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.”  
· 2 Cor. 6:2 When God offers deliverance, it is wise to respond immediately, before the offer is withdrawn.  “Now” in a broad sense refers to the gospel age, while in a specific sense it refers to the time when an individual hears God’s offer of salvation.  Reformation Study Bible.   
· By quoting Isa. 49:8, Paul identifies his apostolic ministry with Isaiah’s prophetic role.  Both call Israel to repentance and perseverance in view of the coming day of redemption and judgment (salvation).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 6:3–13 Paul defends his ministry as an apostle by once again calling attention to his faithfulness amid the changing circumstances of his apostolic life.  Paul’s ministry reflects God’s power in spite of human weakness.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Did Paul experience all these?  
· How about you and me?  Did we experience such difficulties?  
· What does it demonstrate if we share our faith in times of trouble?  
· Discussion 
· Who are our co-workers?  
· Is God much more than “大牛”?  

Warning against Idolatry (6:14-7:1) 
· 2 Cor. 6:14 The false apostles in Corinth claimed to be Christians but were in reality servants of Satan (11:14, 15).  To join with them would distort all life and ministry in the church.  Neither Paul nor the rest of the New Testament tells us to have no association at all with unbelievers (Mark 2:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:9, 10).  But we are told not to be “yoked together” with them in such a way that they significantly influence the direction and outcome of our moral decisions and spiritual activities.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 6:15 Belial.  This name for Satan was used in Judaism in Paul’s day.  It was often used to stress Satan as an opponent of God’s.  This fits Paul’s concern with his opponents.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 2 Cor. 6:17.  “Therefore come out from them and be separate.”  
· Do you remember the story of Abraham?  
· How about you and me?  
· Discussion 
· “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers (信與不信可同負一軛)” – what does it really mean?  
· A deep relationship.  Not just project collaborating or lab mates.  
· Please share.  

Wrapping up 	 
· What are our major difficulties now?  How should we view them?  Is God listening our prayers?  Shall we be Ambassador for Christ, part time?
· What are your favorite verses?  
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