Mark 8, Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand and Peter’s Confession of Christ, 11/15/13   

· Opening
· When we greet people in the States, what do we say?  Hello!  How about in the Mainland, Taiwan, Hong Kong or Malaysia?  Have you eaten yet?  Are you full now?  How important is it to have food to eat, in China or any part of the world?   
· There were many great and heroic leaders in China.  Who was qualified to be the “savior” of the country?  What were his/her contributions?  What happened to him/her then?  
· If there is a savior of the world, how would you describe him or her?  Would ancient people foresee his coming and his contributions?  How about his followers?  Is it difficult to be his followers?  
· Who is Jesus?  
· Last week, we saw an encounter between Pharisees/teachers of the law and Jesus regarding Jewish traditions; the faith of a Syrophoenician woman; and Jesus’ healing of a deaf and mute person in Decapolis.  Tonight, we shall see Jesus feeding four thousand; the “yeast” of the Pharisees and Herod; Peter’s confession of Christ; and Jesus predicting his death.  This is a key chapter of the Book of Mark.  Read the Bible.  

· Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand (8:1-13)  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus and his disciples were still in the Decapolis, and Jesus had compassion for a large crowd because they had been with him for three days and had nothing to eat.  Jesus asked his disciples what to do.  Finally, he fed them (about four thousand man) with seven loaves of bread and a few small fish.  At the end, there were seven basketfuls of broken pieces left.  Jesus and the disciples then got into a boat and went to the region of Dalmanutha.  Pharisees came and asked Jesus for a sign from heaven, but Jesus rejected their request.  
· Why did Jesus ask his disciples what to do in such a circumstance?  How did the disciples respond?  Why?  
· The disciples probably remember Jesus’ previous miracle of feeding the 5,000.  According to v. 17 and vv. 32–33, however, they are constantly captive to their own very limited frame of reference.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do you have the experience that your advisor asked you to address certain issues that seemingly beyond your capability?  How did you respond at that time?  If you were one of the disciples at Jesus’ time, how would you respond?
· This event is similar to but different from Jesus’ feeding of 5,000 (6:34-44).  What are the similarities and differences?  
· The feeding of the 4,000 shows that Jesus is the living bread for Gentiles, since it likely occurred in Gentile territory.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why were Pharisees there?  What did they ask for?  
· The Pharisees demand to be given a sign from heaven—not just a miracle, but a conclusive sign directly from God, to confirm that the promise had been fulfilled.  Their demand for a sign, however, excludes the one essential demand that Jesus required: a fundamental change of heart.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did Jesus sign?  Why didn’t Jesus give them a sign from heaven on the spot?  If Jesus did so, would they believe in him?  
· An open heart, together with Jesus’ demonstrations of divine authority, should be more than enough for seeing that he truly is the Messiah.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· If you are not a Christian yet, are you waiting for a miraculous sign to believe?  Would you believe in Jesus if you do see a sign from heaven?  Excuses?  
· If you are a Christian already, did you trust Jesus because you saw a sign from heaven?  If not, how did you become a Christian?  

· The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod (8:14-21)
· Picture what happened.  After Jesus refused to show a sign from heaven to the Pharisees, Jesus and his disciples got back into the boat and crossed to the other side of the lake.  The disciples found that they forgot to bring bread, and this happened at the time when Jesus warned them “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.”  Was Jesus talking about bread?  
· Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.  What was Jesus talking about?  
· Yeast is generally a symbol of evil or corruption.  The metaphor includes the idea of a tiny amount of yeast being able to ferment a large amount of dough.  In this context it refers to the evil disposition of both the Pharisees and Herod Antipas (Luke 23:8), who called for Jesus to produce a sign, i.e., a proof of his divine authority.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Yeast is a figurative description of the self-centered self-reliance of both the Pharisees and Herod Antipas.  Jesus warns his disciples against such an attitude.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why couldn’t the disciples see what Jesus had in mind about yeast (and many other things)?  Instead they related the comment to not having enough bread.  Had they not witnessed twice the feeding of thousands of people out of little food not long ago?  
· While the Pharisees reject Jesus’ teaching outright, the disciples are slow to appreciate it.  The figurative reference to eyes and ears echoes the healings of the deaf man (7:31–35) and the blind man (8:22–26).  Jesus wants to open the “ears” and “eyes” of the disciples' hearts.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Are these words for us also?  Yes.  Many times we are stubborn, and have eyes but fail to see and ears but fail to hear.  When we are given a new assignment, start a new life, or face a new problem, what do we worry the most?  Material support or spiritual guidance?  If we still couldn’t have a peaceful mind when promises have been given from the Bible or God has delivered upon similar situations before, we should be alerted because we are behaving just like the disciples here.  
· From a different perspective, have you ever interacted with a stubborn person with a hardened heart?  Now try to sense Jesus’ feeling.  How to improve?  
· Discussion.  
· How can we get rid of the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod?  

· The Healing of a Blind Man at Bethsaida (8:22-26)
· Picture what happened.  They came to Bethsaida, at the north shore of the lake of Galilee.  Jesus healed a blind man after leading him out of the village, and afterward, asked him “Don’t go into the village.”  
· Similar to the healing of a deaf and mute man at the end of Chapter 7, the healing of a blind person is a miracle.  Isa 35:5-6, Joy of the Redeemed: “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.”  
· The above healing events together with feeding of the 5000 and the feeding of the 4000 (manna from heaven) imply the coming of the Christ.  Jesus did not want the words to spread out, for his time had not yet come.  

· Peter’s Confession of Christ (8:27-30)
· Picture what happened.  With all the above, on the way to Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked his disciples “Who do people say I am?”  John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets.  “What about you?”  Christ.  
· Where is Caesarea Philippi?  North of Sea of Galilee.  Why did Jesus go there?  To avoid the opposition by the Jews and to secure opportunity to teach his disciples privately.
· Why did Jesus ask such two questions?  If a friend has not told us directly about his background after being with us long enough, we should be able to guess his/her past.  So if we were Jews at that time and witnessed many things that Jesus had said and done, what would be our answer?  John the Baptist (Mark 1), Elijah (1 Ki 17-19, 2 Ki, 1-2), one of the prophets?  If we were the Pharisees or teachers of the law, what would be our answer?  How about if we were one of the twelve?  Christ?
· Christ is a Greek word.  It is the Messiah in Hebrew, meaning the anointed one, or saver of the world, as promised by God to Abraham (Ge 22:18).  Popular Jewish ideas associated with Christ were largely political and national.  
· Peter’s confession is God-given (Matt. 16:17) but incomplete (Mark 8:31–33), for the messianic Son of Man is both divine (Ps. 110:1, 5; Dan. 7:13–14; Mark 8:38; 12:35–37) and destined to suffer (Isa. 53:1–12; Mark 8:31; 10:45).  This is why Jesus charges his disciples to tell no one about him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· How would you answer the question NOW?  
· How did Peter get the idea?  Indeed a sign from heaven!

· Jesus Predicts His Death (8:31-28)
· Picture what happened.  Christ to suffer, to be rejected and killed?  “Get behind me, Satan!”  “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  This is a hard lessen, isn’t it?  
· If your loved ones (spouse, children or parents) say something like this to you, what would you say to him or her?    
· We discussed the savior of China at the beginning of tonight’s study.  Political or military?  Heroic, majestic, glorious, and pride?  How about the savior of the world?  Why should the Messiah suffer, be rejected, and be killed?  Why would he rise again after three days?  Why did Peter begin to rebuke Jesus?  
· Christ’s death is necessary because the eternal, messianic rule of God begins with atonement for sin, i.e., the sacrifice that will bring about reconciliation between God and man.  The Jewish leaders, who will reject Jesus, belong to factions of the Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish court in Israel.  While the opponents seek to kill Jesus (3:6), God’s appointed will is that the Messiah atone for sins.  To “rise” again must puzzle the disciples.  They expect only the general resurrection of all mankind at the end of the age, prior to judgment (Dan. 12:2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Suffering and rejection had no place in Peter’s concept of the Messiah, and he rebuked Jesus for teaching what to him seemed not only inconceivable but terribly wrong.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did Jesus rebuke Peter “Get behind me, Satan”?  
· Satan refers to ideas against God’s will.  
· If you were Peter, what would you do?  
· Can you see the different levels of thinking here?  
· If Jesus must suffer, how about his disciples?  Were the disciples specially chosen and blessed by God?  If so, should they face difficulties and dangers?  
· If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  “Deny himself: Cease to make self the object of his life and action.  Take up his cross: The picture is of a man, already condemned, required to carry the beam of his own cross to the place of execution (Jn 19:17).  Cross-bearing is a willingness to suffer and die for the Lord’s sake.  Follow me: Implying that his own death would be by crucifixion.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The goal of self-denial and taking up one’s cross is not pathological self-abasement or a martyr complex but being free to follow the Messiah (1:18; 2:13).  Self-denial means letting go of self-determination and replacing it with obedience to and dependence on the Messiah.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion.  
· Are Christians specially chosen and blessed by God so that there is no danger in front of them and whatever they do will be successful?  If not, do you have a new understanding about Christian?  Would you still want to be one?  
· The last verse is a strong reminder on how we should feel about our faith.  Have you ever shied away from exposing your Christian identity in social occasions?  

· Wrapping Up 
· Who is Jesus in your mind?
· What kind of Christian do you want to be – a lukewarm one or a Christian that would deny himself and take up Jesus’ cross and follow him?  With all the sufferings comes with a precious promise: Be Jesus’ friend and have a share in his Holy work (Jn 15:15).  

Peter Luh, Chunlong Liu and Koh Han Seow   
Copyright UCBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2010
http://www.ucbsg.org 

