Mark 16:1-20, the Resurrection of Jesus, 4/1/16
· Opening
· Have you ever attended funerals?  What was the general mood?  Have you attended funerals for Christians?  What are the differences?  Why?  Is there life after death or not?  What is the greatest fear in human life? What would you think we are going to be after death? (We may read 1 Corinthians 15). What is Good Friday? What is it good for? If someone we love die, would you think it is good? Can you see why Easter is so important to Christians?
· Many times holidays are to celebrate some ones’ birthdays, and occasionally they are in memory of someone’s death.  There is no holiday, except one, that celebrates someone’s resurrection.  What is that?  Easter, celebrating Jesus’ resurrection.  Do you believe that he indeed has risen?  What do you mean by “believing”?  Is seeing believing, i.e., do you have to see to believe?  What is the importance of Jesus’ resurrection?  
· The Resurrection (16:1-8)  
· Picture what happened.  Sunday very early in the morning, several women went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body.  However, the body was not there.  Instead, a young man dressed in a white robe told them “He has risen!” and “He is going ahead of you into Galilee.”  
· The women visited the tomb.  
· Who went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body?  Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome.  Why them?  Where were the apostles?  
· When?  Very early on the first day of the week – Sunday morning.  
· Why?  Anointing was a way of showing affection, as in the West today one sends flowers.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Embalming was not practiced by the Jews.  These spices were brought as an act of devotion and love.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Just as the women wondered who could roll away the stone for them, they found the tomb opened.  Who could have possibly done that?  From the words of the women, was that an easy task?  
· They could not find Jesus’ body.  What did the angel say?  He proclaimed Jesus’ resurrection.  If not resurrection, what are the possibilities?  
· The Jewish leaders stole and hid the body.  Why?  Likelihood?  
· The Roman soldiers hid the body.  Why?  Likelihood?  
· Jesus’ disciples stole and hid the body.  Why?  Likelihood?  
· Somebody else stole and hid the body.  Why?  Likelihood?  
· Jesus indeed has risen.  Likelihood?  
· Why did the young man ask the disciples and Peter to go to Galilee?  
· To get the disciples back to their hometown where their journey began.  
· And Peter.  These two words make all the difference in the enormous role that Peter would play in the subsequent history of redemption.  By them Mark indicates, as he brings his Gospel to the end of the earth, that Jesus’ work of preparation of the Twelve will not be lost.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· What happened to the women after they heard from the young man?  They were afraid, fled from the tomb, and said nothing to anyone.  
· Jesus said “It is finished” while on the cross.  Why did he have to rise?  What is the significance of his resurrection?  
· Without resurrection, Jesus’ death, though noble, would be indescribably tragic.  But in the resurrection he is declared to be the Son of God with power (Ro 1:4).  NIV Study Bible.  
· If the Gospel of Mark reaches its climax in the confession that Jesus is the Son of God (15:39), a second climax is reached with the declaration of his resurrection, which attests that his preaching concerning the coming of the kingdom in power in true.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Jesus’ authority should be above and beyond the power of death, and Jesus’ resurrection is a proof of that.  Only with that power, he could give us eternal life by His will and justification.  
· Jesus Appears to the Disciples (16:9-14)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene, and she told the disciples about it but nobody believed her.  Then Jesus appeared to two walking in the country, and they returned and reported it to the rest, but nobody believed them either.  Then Jesus appeared to the Eleven and rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe.  
· Mark 16:9-20.  ESV Study Bible.    
· Some ancient manuscripts of Mark's Gospel contain these verses and others do not, which presents a puzzle for scholars who specialize in the history of such manuscripts.  This longer ending is missing from various old and reliable Greek manuscripts (esp. Sinaiticus and Vaticanus), as well as numerous early Latin, Syriac, Armenian, and Georgian manuscripts.  Some manuscripts that contain vv. 9–20 indicate that older manuscripts lack the section.  
· As for the verses themselves, they contain various Greek words and expressions uncommon to Mark, and there are stylistic differences as well.  Many think this shows vv. 9–20 to be a later addition.  In summary, vv. 9–20 should be read with caution.  
· As in many translations, the editors of the ESV have placed the section within brackets, showing their doubts as to whether it was originally part of what Mark wrote, but also recognizing its long history of acceptance by many in the church.  
· The content of vv. 9–20 is best explained by reference to other passages in the Gospels and the rest of the NT.  With particular reference to v. 18, there is no command to pick up serpents or to drink deadly poison; there is merely a promise of protection as found in other parts of the NT.  
· The first appearance: Mary Magdalene.  John 20:1-18.  Describe what happened.  
· Peter and John run to the bomb.  John “saw and believed.”  What did John believe?  
· Why did Jesus appear to Mary first?  “Mary stood outside the tomb crying.  As she wept, she bent over to look into …” Mary had a deep affection to Jesus.  
· After Mary told the disciples about what happened, did they believe her?  Why or why not?  Do you think their responses reasonable?  What then does it mean in v. 8 “He saw and believed”?  
· If we where one of the disciples there, would we believe her?  What is “believing”?  
· Two walking in the country – On the road to Emmaus.  Luke 24:13-35.
· Was the thinking of the two disciples in Luke 24:19-24 normal?  Was it correct?  
· Why did Christ must suffer?  How did Jesus explain this to the two disciples?  Luke 24:27.  Do we truly believe that?
· How did they recognize that it was Jesus?  Through breaking of the bread.  Afterward, what happened?  Jesus disappeared and they returned “at once” to Jerusalem.  
· Jesus appeared to the Disciples.  Luke 24:36-48.  
· After the two reported what happened to the rest of the disciples, did they believe the two?  No.  Why not?  Lack of faith and stubborn hearts.  Should they be blamed as Jesus foretold them many times?  
· See Luke 16:19-31 about the rich man and Lazarus.  
· If we were the two, would we believe Jesus’ resurrection?  If we were one of the other disciples, would we believe Jesus’ resurrection?  
· Do we now “believe” Jesus’ resurrection given that much more evidence and testimonies are available?  Why or why not?  What do you mean by “believing”?  Would Jesus blame us for our lack of faith or our stubborn refusal to believe?
· If we do believe, then what are the implications of Jesus’ resurrection to our life?  
· Do Christians must suffer also?
· Jesus appeared to the Eleven.  Luke 24:36-49.  
· When?  After they did not believe the two returned from their trip to Emmaus.
· What is a resurrected body?  Was Jesus a ghost at that time?  No.  Luke 24:39-47.  A ghost does not have flesh and bones, but Jesus has them.
· Thomas’ disbelieve.  John 20:24-29.  
· Jesus reinstates Peter.  John 21:15-19.
· The Great Commission (16:15-20)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus commanded the disciples to preach the “good news” to all creation.  Those who believed will be saved and be accompanied by signs.  Then Jesus was taken up into heaven and sat at the right hand of God.
· For reference, see Matthew 28:16-20.
· Gospel – “Good News”
· What is the “good news”?  Jesus died on the cross for our sins, and he overcame death to be the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  In Christ, all will be made alive (Ro 8:20-22).  
· Why did Jesus ask the disciples to preach the good news?  So that people can be saved.  Where to preach?  All the world and to all creation.
· Signs
· What were the signs that accompany those who believe?  Verses 17-19.  
· Did these signs happen?  Yes, as recorded in the book of Acts except the drinking deadly poison without hard.  
· Did these signs happen to ALL who believe?  No.  Why not?
· Jesus in heaven.  Wow!  We have Jesus who understands our struggles and sufferings to be at the right hand of God protecting us. 
· Lessons for us
· As Christians, should we preach the gospel?  Yes.  Why?
· Where?  For now, at Storrs, but wherever we go, we should preach the gospel.  We shall also lead our family and friends to God.  
· Do we have signs accompany us?  Not exactly as what listed in 17-19.  If we were moved to go to Africa to preach the gospel, would we dare to pick up snakes with your hands or drink deadly poison?  However, if we trust in Jesus and abide his word, the Holy Spirit is with us, and we have signs of a higher level.  The change of our heart and mind is a major miracle.
Wrap-up
· Do you understand now why some Christians try their best to tell the gospel to their family, relatives and friends? If Jesus did die for our sins and resurrect from death to defeat Satan’s power, would you like to submit yourself to HIM? What is the consequence of not accepting HIM? (John 3:18-19, Hebrews 10:28-29) It is not a threat but God wants us to love Him and enjoy our fellowship with Him (Romans 5:6-11)
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