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· Opening
· What is your natural response to those who betray you, set you up, falsely accuse you and attack you?
· Everyone will die, sooner or later.  Have you ever thought how you want your tombstone to be written – a few words summarizing you as a person?  
· Last time we continued our study of Jesus’ road to the cross, including what happened after the Last Supper – praying at Gethsemane; how Jesus was arrested; Tonight, we shall start with Jesus’ trial, his crucifixion, death on the cross, and burial in a rich man’s tomb.  Again a sad episode, but it is the turning point of the history.  Read the Bible.  
· Gethsemane (14:32-42)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus prayed at Gethsemane with Peter, James, and John; and the disciples’ eyes were heavy – three times.  What did Jesus pray and why?  
· Gethsemane.  A garden or orchard on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives, one of Jesus’ favorite places.  The name is Hebrew and means “oil press,” i.e., a place for squeezing the oil from olives.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did Jesus ask the disciples to keep watch?  A major event was about to happen as Jesus had told them.  Should they pray for Jesus and for themselves?  This follows 13:37, “What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”  
· Why did Jesus pray that “Take this cup from me.  Yet not what I will, but what you will”?  John 1:14.  
· This cup.  The chalice of death and of God’s wrath that Jesus took from the Father’s hand in fulfillment of his mission.  What Jesus dreaded was not death as such, but the manner of his death as the one who was taking the sin of mankind upon himself.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  As a human being, Jesus had our feelings, yet, as the Son of God, he was obedient to God the Father.  This also demonstrates that we can bring everything to God, as long as we are obedient.  
· His death for our sins requires the separation from God the Father – It never happened before and would never happen again.
· His death and resurrection would complete God’s salvation plan.  
· Discussion 
· Why were the disciples’ eyes heavy?  The food was too good at the Last Supper?  Time was too late?  The day was too long and they were too tired?  The surrounding was too quite?  Did they truly understand the urgency of the situation, see 14:25?  This seems to be in stark contrast with what Mary did when she anointed Jesus on the head with perfume as described in 14:3-9.  
· Let us learn how to pray from Jesus’ prayer at Gethsemane: Yet not what I will, but what you will.  Let us also understand our positions in the world now, and “watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”  

· Jesus Arrested (14:43-52)  
· Picture what happened.  Judas led an armed crowd to arrest Jesus; kiss of death; one of the disciples cut off an ear of the servant of the high priest; and everyone deserted Jesus and fled.  Sign.  
· Crowd armed with swords and clubs.  Auxiliary police or servants of the court assigned to the task of maintaining public order beyond the precincts of the temple.  The fact that some carried clubs suggests that they were conscripted at the last moment.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What was Judas’ signal for the armed crowd: A kiss.  
· Who cut off an ear of the servant of the high priest?  Peter; and the servant’s name was Malchus (John 18:10).  Jesus then “touched the man’s ear and healed him” (Luke 22:51).  
· V. 48.  “Am I leading a rebellion?”  How did the Jewish religious leaders view Jesus?  Why did they send the armed crowd to arrest Jesus?  
· The Jewish religious leaders believed that their religious, economic, and possibly political positions and statues were threatened.  Also, John 18:14, “Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people.”  This was indeed what happened as God planned – one man died for the people.  
· V. 49.  “But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”  Perhaps a reference to Isaiah 53, or more particularly to Zec 13:7, quoted by Jesus in V. 27 “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”  NIV Study Bible.  A more direct thing is Jesus’ arrest, which led to the fulfillment of God’s salvation plan.  
· Why did everyone flee?  How about Peter?  He also ran away, however, he later did come back, see verses 66-72.  
· V. 51.  Who is the young man?  Not specifically identified, but his anonymity may suggest that this was Mark, writer of this Gospel.  NIV Study Bible.
If we were there, what would we do?  

· Before the Sanhedrin (14:53-65)
· Picture what happened.  They took Jesus to the house of the high priest, and Peter followed.  Then the trial there: accusations couldn’t agree, silence on the part of Jesus, confirmation of the statement by the high priest “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” and the crime of blasphemy.  Then harsh treatment.  When did all these happen?  Thursday late night/Friday early morning.  What crime did Jesus commit?  
· Jesus’ trial took place in two stages: A Jewish trial and a Roman trial, each of which had three episodes.  For the Jewish trial there were: (1) the preliminary hearing before Annas, the former high priest (John 18:12-14, 19-23); (2) the trial before Caiaphas, the ruling high priest and son-in-law of Annas, and the Sanhedrin (14:53-65); and (3) the final action of the council, which terminated its all-night session (15:1).  The three episodes of the Roman trial were: (1) the trial before Pilate (15:2-5); (2) the trial before Herod Antipas (only in Luke 23:6-12); and (3) the trial before Pilate continued (15:6-15).  Since Mark gives no account of Jesus before Herod Antipas, the two trials before Pilate form a continuous and uninterrupted narrative in this Gospel.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Sanhedrin.  The high court of the Jews.  In NT times it was made up of three kinds of members: chief priests, elders, and teachers of the law.  Its total membership numbered 71, including the high priest, who was presiding officer.  Under Roman jurisdiction the Sanhedrin was given a great deal of authority, but they could not impose capital punishment.  NIV Study Bible.  
· These trials were full of errors and irregularities, with the principles of justice subordinated to expediency and politics.  
· Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.  According to Dt. 19:15 a person could not be convicted unless two or more witnesses gave testimony, assuming that their testimonies agreed.  
· V. 58.  “I will destroy this ..”  There is no statement by Jesus precisely like this.  It is probably an allusion to what is reported in John 2:19 – “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”  NIV Study Bible.  Note that Jesus did not say “I will destroy this ..”  
· How did Jesus respond to the accusations?  Keeping silent.  Why?  Which question did Jesus respond?  When asked about his Messiah status.  What did he say?  V. 62.  Why did Jesus answer that question affirmatively?  Because he is the Son of God.  Note that this is consistent with 13:26, “At that time man will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.”  What was the consequence here?  
· The sin of blasphemy not only involved reviling the name of God but also included any affront to his majesty or authority.  Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah and, in fact, to have majesty and authority belonging only to God was therefore regarded by Caiaphas as blasphemy, for which the Mosaic Law prescribed death by stoning (Lev 24:15-16).  NIV Study Bible.  
· It seems that the high priest was happy to find “blasphemy” to accuse Jesus.  However, he and others were committing a much bigger sin – they sentenced the Son of God to death.  Why did the crowd follow the religious leaders?  Did they know what they were doing?  Follow the crowd may not be good, as what happened in the Chinese Cultural Revolution.  
· How should/did Jesus respond to the question?  So what was his crime?  
· Discussion 
· Why is this judgement necessary? If Jesus had been crucified without being judged by the Sanhedrin, Pilate and Herod, what would have been the issues? Would you think HE is blameless and perfect?
· If we were members of the Sanhedrin, what would we do?  What should we do?  Why the difference?  
· Do you have the experience of being accused of things that you did not do or crimes that you did not commit.  What did you do then?  Good or not good?  

· Peter Disowns Jesus (14:66-72)
· Picture what happened.  Peter disowned Jesus three times before the rooster crowed twice.  What was the situation?  Who identified that Peter was with Jesus and how?  What did Peter say each time?  
· When did the rooster crow the first time?  In V. 68.  Note that the NIV version does not contain the first crow.  Also, Matthew, Luke, and John did not mention crow twice.  
· ESV: But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.”  And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed.  
· What happened to Peter afterward?    
· Luke 22:60-62.  “Peter replied, ‘Man, I don't know what you're talking about!’  Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed.  The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.  Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: ‘Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.’  And he went outside and wept bitterly.”  
· Peter’s three denials happened so fast as part of his human instinct.  He did not correlate that to what he said earlier in V. 31 until the rooster crowd the second time.  
· Then John 21:19.  “When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?’  ‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’  Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’  Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you truly love me?’  He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’  Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’  The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’  Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’  He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’  Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.  I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.’  Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God.  Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’”  Wow!  
· Discussion 
· If you were Peter, what would you do?  What should you do?  
· How many times did we disown Jesus today?  This week?  How could we become stronger in the Lord?  Jesus will come back to rebuild us.  
· How would you compare Mary, Peter, Judas, and Jewish religious leaders?  What were Jesus’ comments on them?  

· Wrapping Up 
Jesus has the power to foresee Judah’s betrayal, drive away all the attacks and avoid the terrible death. However, HE chose to submit Himself to God’s will for the sake of our redemption. What is your response to HIS love and would you be willing to accept HIS gift and grace for you?
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