Mark 11, The Triumphal Entry and Jesus Clears the Temple, 1/15/2016   

· Opening
· Who is Jesus?  How did people of his generation view him?  If Jesus is indeed the Son of God, how would he view the people of his generation?  How did they worship God?  How would Jesus view us in today’s society?  
· If President Obama comes to UCONN, what kind of transportation method would he use? Motorcycle? Toyota corolla? Ford Truck?  How would UCONN administration welcome him?
· Last time we studied Mark 10.  We studied how Jesus viewed little children, and his conversation with a rich young man who wanted to inherit eternal life based on his behaviors.  We also saw that Jesus predicted his death, while the disciples were still fighting to be the “leaders” among themselves in the worldly sense.  Then Jesus came to Jericho and healed the blind Bartimaeus.  
· Tonight, we shall see Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, a high point of his ministry, the subsequent clearing of the temple, and questioning by Jewish religious leaders about his authority for “doing these things.”  There is an important episode of cursing a fig tree and the related discussion on faith.  Read the Bible.  

· The Triumphal Entry (11:1-11)  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus left Jericho and headed west toward Jerusalem the last time as was predicted in the Old Testament.  Can you describe what happened?  
· When did this happen?  About a week before the Passover time.  
· Why “triumphal” entry?  
· Why did Jesus ride on a colt as opposed to a big white horse?  What is the significance of this event?  Have you seen a king riding a donkey to enter a city in human history? Why not?
· Zec 9:9.  “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  
· Donkey is “an animal symbolic of humility, peace, and Davidic royalty.”  NIV Study Bible.  
· Hosanna.  
· A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation of praise.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· It is from Ps. 118:25–26, a prayer of blessing for the coming messianic kingdom.  The Triumphal Entry takes place at the beginning of Passover week, which recalls the Jewish people's liberation from Egyptian slavery; the pilgrims now anticipate the messianic liberation from Rome's oppression.  
· The claims of the disciples are ultimately true, but it will not be Rome that is defeated now but Satan, sin, and death.  All enemies of righteousness will one day see the authority of Messiah.  
· This is the only time in Mark where there is no evident tension between Jesus' messianic identity, the messianic expectations of his disciples, and those of the people.  Jesus tolerates this brief period of celebration in fulfillment of Zech. 9:9, but with the certainty that nothing will obstruct the divinely ordained death of the Messiah.  
· Discussion
· We call it the triumphal entry.  What is the triumph here?  In the eyes of this world, Jesus later actually failed, and there was nothing to boast about.  But indeed there was a triumph that was pending, a great triumph for all of us.  This reminds us that God’s way is different from our way.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Has Jesus entered into your heart triumphantly?  In what sense?  Bringing us success in all what we are doing or bringing repentance and a sincere and contrite heart?  

· Jesus Clears the Temple (11:12-19)
· Do you like to grow vegetables, flowers or trees?  Is that an easy process?  Not easy to let them grow.  How about withering?  Taking a long time as well.  
· Have you heard about the Jewish temple?  What about its history and layout?  The temple at Jesus’ time?  
· This is the third temple (the first by Solomon, the second by the returned exiles led by Ezra and Nehemiah, and the third by Herod the Great).  It included the Inner Court (containing the ‘Temple’ and the Altar), Court of Men, Court of Women, and Court of Gentiles.  The area under discussion is the Court of Gentiles, the only part of the temple in which Gentiles could worship God and gather for prayer.  
· Picture what happened.  The next day Jesus went to the temple, and along the way cursed a fig tree.  After entering the temple, he drove out those who were buying, selling, exchanging money, or taking a short cut through the temple court.  What do they mean?  
· Why did Jesus curse the fig tree if it wasn’t the season for figs?  Was Jesus short tempered?    
· Fig trees around Jerusalem normally begin to get leaves in March or April but do not produce figs until their leaves are all out in June.  This tree was an exception in that it was already, at Passover time, full of leaves.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Since the fruit of the fig tree begins to appear about the same time as the leaves (or a little after), the appearance of leaves in full bloom should have indicated that fruit (in the form of green figs) was already growing.  Jesus' actions here have symbolic importance, signifying the hypocrisy of all who have the appearance that they are bearing fruit but in fact are not.  The specific reference, though, is to Israel, since in the OT the fig tree often serves as a metaphor for Israel and its standing before God (e.g., Jer. 8:13; Hos. 9:10, 16; Joel 1:7).  Here the cursing of the fig tree signifies the judgment of God on the “fruitless” Jewish people, who had turned away from God into empty ritual and legalism.  It is a visual parable to signify Jesus' unrequited search for the true fruit of worship, prayer, and righteousness in the Jewish nation and its religious practices.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why businesses in the temple?  
· Pilgrims coming to the Passover Feast needed animals that met the ritual requirements for sacrifice, and the vendors set up their animal pens and money tables in the court of the Gentiles (maybe they think the worship of the gentiles are not so important).  Also, they needed their money changed into the local currency because the annual temple tax had to be paid in that currency.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Apparently the temple area was also being used as a shortcut between the city and the Mount of Olives.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did Jesus cleanse the temple?  How did he feel at that time?  How could he be so physical?  
· Jer 7:11: “Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den or robbers to you?  But I have been watching!  Declares the Lord.”  
· Isa 56:6-8 assured godly non-Jews that they would be allowed to worship God in the temple.  By allowing the court of Gentiles to become a noisy, smelly marketplace, the Jewish religious leaders were interfering with God’s provision.  They also took financial advantage of the people.  NIV Study Bible.  'My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations'.  
· Discussion
· Are we sometimes like that fig tree or Jewish religious leaders at that time, full of leaves but with no fruit?  
· Are we fortunate to have a place to worship God at the Hope Lutheran Church Friday night to study Bible and Sunday afternoon to worship God?  Do we come to socialize or to learn God’s words and to worship Him?  
· In our daily life, do we have a (spiritual) place to pray?  

· The Withered Fig Tree (11:20-26)
· What is the Chinese story of moving a mountain?  Please share it.  
· Picture what happened.  The fig tree withered from the root.  “Have faith in God.”  How?  
· Why did the fig tree “wither from the roots”?  
· The destruction was total and no one in the future would eat the fruit from the tree.  It served as a vivid warning of the judgment to come in A.D. 70.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Have faith in God.  
· Do we have faith that we can move Mount of Olives to the Sea of Galilee?  As discussed earlier, what is faith?  Do you believe in Santa Claus?  Do you believe in winning a lottery?  Do you believe in getting your Master or Ph.D. degree?  Why or why not?  
· Jesus' response must have surprised the disciples.  (What does faith have to do with the cursing of the fig tree?)  His point is that they should trust God to remove whatever hinders them from bearing fruit for God.  Moving a mountain was a metaphor in Jewish literature for doing what was seemingly impossible (Isa. 40:4; 49:11; 54:10).  Those who believe in God can have confidence that he will accomplish even the impossible, according to his sovereign will.  ESV Study Bible.  
· God delights to “give good things to those who ask him” (Matt. 7:11) and is capable of granting any prayer, though we must ask with godly motives (James 4:3) and according to God's will (1 John 5:14).  
· Some have misused this verse by telling people that if they pray for physical healing (or for some other specific request) and if they just have enough faith, then they can have confidence that God has already done (or will do) whatever they ask.  But we must always have the same perspective that Jesus had, that is, confidence in God's power but also submission to his will: “Father, all things are possible for you. … Yet not what I will, but what you will” (Mark 14:36).  
· Note the condition in v. 25.  Why?  Related verses: Mt 5:23, 24 and John 15:5-8.  
· Discussion
· Are we many times like that fig tree that Jesus cursed?  
· How can we practice our faith toward God?  

· The Authority of Jesus Questioned (11:27-33)
· Picture what happened.  An interesting exchange between Jesus and Jewish religious leaders.  
· Why did the Jewish religious leaders ask such a question?    
· Their authority was threatened, not only in the temple courts, but also elsewhere.  
· Was there a trap in the question?  From heaven – blasphemy and Jesus should be killed; or from man – then Jesus shouldn’t have done “those things.”  
· How did Jesus respond?  By asking a related question.  What is the tricky aspect of Jesus’ question?  Difficult to answer either way.  Were the Jewish leaders honest in their answer?  No.  
· Their confession of ignorance, however, demonstrates that they have no basis on which to assess Jesus' ministry.  If they do not know whether John the Baptist was from God, they cannot know whether Jesus is, either.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Is it ok to seek confirmation regarding who Jesus is?  Is it ok to seek confirmation regarding specific guidance from the Holy Spirit?  Then what was wrong with the question raised by the Jewish religious leaders?  

· Wrapping Up 
· Can we see Jesus’ triumphal entry into our heart?  Should we submit our authority to Him?  How?  Do we want to let our body be a temple of God?  How could we practice our faith initiated by the Holy Spirit so as to bear fruit?  
· Let the above be our New Year’s resolutions to be lasted till the end of the age.
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