Mark 10:17-52, Rich Young Man, Prophesy of Jesus’ death, the Blind received his sight 													1/8/16   


· Opening
· What is your “American dream”?  A nice car, a Ph.D. degree, a beautiful wife, a lovely son, and a big house (“Wu Zi Deng Ke”).  All these are good, but are these all we are seeking after, year after year?  Which ones have everlasting value?  Which ones are pleasing to God and would lead to eternal life?  How you see the richness in this world?
· Are you the favorite student in your lab? If so, how do you achieve the status? If not, how do you feel about the favorite student in your lab? Is it important? Why and why not?
· Last year, we studied disciples’ relationships among themselves as well as with others and how Jesus viewed divorce. Tonight we will look at Jesus’ teaching on the status of little children in the heavenly kingdom and his conversation with a rich young man who wanted to inherit eternal life.  We shall also see that Jesus again predicted his death, while the disciples were still fighting to be the “leaders” in the worldly sense.  Read the Bible.  
· The Little Children and Jesus (10:13-16)	Comment by Mu-Ping Nieh: It was discussed last year
· Who are the greatest leaders in this world now?  What are the characteristic (or personality) you think a good leader should have? Who can enter the kingdom of god?  What are the differences and why?  Whom do you want to be and why?  
· Picture what happened.  People were bringing little children to Jesus, but the disciples rebuked them.  Jesus was indignant.  “Anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  
· But the disciples rebuked them. 
· The disciples consider children to be an annoying distraction (cf. 9:36–37, 42).  Jesus reacts emphatically.  To Jesus, children are as important as adults, and equally worthy of love (9:36–37; 10:16).  
· Do we many times share the view of the disciples?  
· What are the characteristics of little children that are often lost by adults making Jesus to say the above?  
· The point of comparison is the usual openness and receptivity of children.  The kingdom of God must be received as a gift; it cannot be achieved by human effort.  It may be entered only by those who know they are helpless, without claim or merit.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Also, willingness to ask (seek), strong faith (trust), no prejudice (fair), not afraid to “lose face” (humble)
· Discussion
· We are God’s children.  Comparing to Him, we are incapable like little children.  Do you have the above characteristics in the relation with God?  

· The Rich Young Man (10:17-31)
· Should Christians be like middle age monks living in mountains and under strict self-disciplinary rules?  Can Christians be rich business persons or landlords or powerful politicians?  Why or why not?  
· Picture what happened.  A rich young man came to Jesus and asked “what must I DO to inherit eternal life.”  Then a lively discussion took place between Jesus and the young man and his disciples.  Finally the young man went away sad for not being able to meet Jesus’ requirement.  CAN WE DO something to RECEIVE eternal life?
· What was wrong with the rich young man?  
· Contrary to childlike trust, the rich young man relies on his possessions and his self-righteousness to inherit eternal life.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The kingdom of God must be received as a gift; it cannot be achieved by human effort (by DOING something to earn – read Romans 4:1-5).  
· What was Jesus’ attitude toward the young man?  Why would he raise such a demand?  Had he previously requested that for other followers?  
· You know the commandments.  Jesus initially seems to agree with the young man’s framework, which is essentially, “do well, and you will inherit the kingdom.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· The man, however, has replaced direct trust in God and its reward (treasure in heaven) with earthly riches.  He thus fails the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3).  ESV Study Bible.  (important)
· This does not mean that every disciple of Christ must sell all that he has; rather, the heart must be focused on God, and every possession yielded to God, with the result that possessions will be handled as a form of stewardship.  ESV Study Bible.  
· We can discuss why it is difficult for a “rich man” to enter “God’s kingdom”?
(a) Prone to having more trust in money but less trust in God
(b) Not easy to give up what he already has for God’s kingdom
(c) …

· It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.  
· The camel was the largest animal found in Palestine.  The vivid contrast between the largest animal and the smallest opening represent what, humanly speaking, is impossible.  However, the salvation is totally the work of God.  Every attempt to enter the kingdom on the basis of achievement or merit is futile.  Apart from the grace of God, no one can be saved.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Obviously the disciples recognized that Jesus was not just referring to being rich here, which was not an issue for most of them, but instead to give up those “precious” things in your life.  That IS difficult.  However, Jesus pointed out that there is a way.  
· “No one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.”  
· Really?  What does the above mean?  
· The person who leaves house, lands, and family for Jesus' sake and for the gospel can expect in this life (now in this time) to enjoy fellowship with other believers and to find a welcome in the houses and lands of other believers.  But in this life these blessings will also be mixed with persecutions.  The future will yield an even better reward: eternal life.  By answering in this way, Jesus assures the disciples that they have answered the call and are blessed.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  Why did Jesus say this?  
· A warning against pride in sacrificial accomplishments such as Peter had manifested in v. 28.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· What are the most cherished things in your life on earth?  Why?  Are you willing to give them up for the sake of Jesus and to be re-shaped by God?  Why or why not?  In what way?  

· Jesus Again Predicts His Death, and the Request of James and John (10:32-45)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus again predicted his death, while the disciples were still occupied by worldly pride and ambition.  
· Jesus is aware of his impending death but proceeds resolutely toward Jerusalem.  The Twelve were amazed to see Jesus’ solemn determination in light of what he had already told them about his forthcoming suffering and death (Mark 8:31; 9:31).  In addition to the Twelve, others followed along, but Mark says that they were afraid.  It is likely that the larger group of followers saw Jesus’ sober, deliberate progress toward Jerusalem, and had heard from the Twelve something of his predictions of suffering, and thus concluded that by following Jesus they might face a similar fate.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The descriptions of verses 33 and 34 are clear and vivid.  These are also extremely significant since we just talked about the free gift of salvation.  Where does salvation come from?  From the high price of Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection.  The salvation is free, but not cheap.  
· Why did James and John ask such a question?  
· James and John belonged to Jesus’ “inner circle.”  If Jesus was going to die and be raised in Jerusalem, they may have thought this journey was their last opportunity to put in a request for future assignments.  They falsely envisioned special places of honor when Jesus would rule in Jerusalem on the throne of David.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with.”
· The cup that he was to drink was the cup of God’s wrath that would be poured out on him, bearing God’s wrath in the place of sinful mankind.  His baptism was his suffering and death, which would pour over him like a flood.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Could the disciples do those?  I do not think so.
· “But to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”
· Though Jesus is fully God, yet there are differences of authority within the Trinity, and the Son throughout Scripture is always subject to the authority and direction of the Father, who will ultimately determine who exactly receives such positions of honor.  Jesus both defers authority to his heavenly Father and implies that he will himself be exalted?  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.”   
· Leadership among God’s people should be characterized by serving the people and acting for their best interests, not by assuming that the people are to serve the leaders.  These principles apply not only to leadership in the church but also in all relations (e.g., in civil government, the civil authority is to be “God's servant for your good.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Are we similar to the disciples?  How should we learn and behave in the Bible Study, in the Church, on the job, and in the family?  

· Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight (10:46-52)
· Picture what happened.  Bartimaeus asked Jesus to have mercy on him despite being rebuked by many.  Jesus then called him and healed him because of his faith. Why did others rebuke Bartimaeus?
· Jesus healed many.  Bartimaeus understood that the healing was mercy on him by Jesus.  He did not deserve it, but it was a free gift.  He had the faith and determination to seek it, despite of pressures from the around.  And he got it.  This follows the same theme as discussed above.  
· Discussion
· From the story, could you see what would be essential for the salvation?  
· Do we have major difficulties in life like that of Bartimaeus, or are we as blind as he physically was?  Do we realize that our life needs healing?  If so, do we have the courage of Bartimaeus in the pursuit of the cure?  

· Wrapping Up 
· From this chapter, do you understand the relationship between God’s Law and salvation (read Romans 3)?  
· Do you have difficulties seemingly impossible to be resolved?  However, “with man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”  Let us accept the free gift of salvation and follow Jesus.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are the initial status of the rich young man and Bartimaeus? What are their outcomes? Why are they so different? What causes the difference?
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