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· Opening
· A Chinese saying goes “si you zhong ru tai shan you qing ru hong mao” (The death of a man can be as heavy as Tai mountain (a big mountain in China) but can be as light as a feather). What was the most worthy death that you have heard? Why? 
· Last time we studied the arrest of Jesus, Jesus’ trial before Sanhedrin and his disown by Peter.  Tonight, we will talk about His trial by Pilate, crucifixion and burial. It seemed a sad episode.  Read Mark 15.  
· Jesus Before Pilate (15:1-15)  
· Picture what happened.  The Jewish leaders sent Jesus over to Pilate; the trial before Pilate; the release of Barabbas; and the death sentence.  
· As mentioned last time, Jesus’ trial took place in two stages: A Jewish trial and a Roman trial, each of which had three episodes.  For the Jewish trial there were: (1) the preliminary hearing before Annas, the former high priest (John 18:12-14, 19-23); (2) the trial before Caiaphas, the ruling high priest and son-in-law of Annas, and the Sanhedrin (Mark 14:53-65); and (3) the final action of the council, which terminated its all-night session (15:1).  The three episodes of the Roman trial were: (1) the trial before Pilate (15:2-5); (2) the trial before Herod Antipas (only in Luke 23:6-12); and (3) the trial before Pilate continued (15:6-15).  Since Mark gives no account of Jesus before Herod Antipas, the two trials before Pilate form a continuous and uninterrupted narrative in this Gospel.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The Sanhedrin’s final action, which terminated its all-night session: Bound Jesus and handed him over to Pilate.  Why?  
· Under Roman jurisdiction the Sanhedrin was given a great deal of authority, but they could not impose capital punishment.  The Jewish religious leaders wanted to kill Jesus, and the only way to achieve this was to hand him over to Pilate.  
· Pilate.  The Roman Governor of Judea from A.D. 26 to 36, whose official residence was in Caesarea, on the Mediterranean coast.  When he came to Jerusalem, he stayed in the magnificent palace built by Herod the Great, located west and a little south of the temple area.  Mark uses the word “Praetorium” to indicate this place in v. 16, and it was here that the Roman trial of Jesus took place.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Did the Jewish leaders accuse Jesus of blasphemy in front of Pilate?  It is not clear from here.  However, from Luke 23:1-25, the answer is No.  Why not?  Not an issue for the Romans.  Then how did they accuse Jesus?  “We have found this man subverting our nation.  He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king.”  Only Caesar is the King, and no one else.  
· Were the Jewish leaders shrewd?  Very much so.  What kind of position did they put Pilate in?  They put Pilate in a bind.  
· How did Jesus answer Pilate’s questions?  Similar to what he did during the Jewish trial.  He kept silent most of the time.  Which question did Jesus respond?  When asked about his Messiah status.  
· What did Pilate think about Jesus?  A criminal?  Not according to the Roman law.  Instead he was amazed through his conversation with Jesus.  
· How do you think about Pilate?  
· Was Pilate “wise” to introduce the issue of criminal releasing at this particular juncture?  No.  
· Barabbas.  Apparently he was an insurrectionist seeking the military overthrow of Rome.  The choice Pilate proposes to the crowd is unwittingly ironic: Barabbas, the would-be political savior of Israel, or Jesus, the true Savior of the world.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· “Crucify him!” they shouted.  What a difference to the scene of triumphal entry just a week ago!  
· Did Pilate follow the right trial procedure?  No.  He sentenced Jesus to crucifixion to “satisfy the crowd” for political expedience (v. 15).  John 19:12 states that “From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, ‘If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar.  Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.’”  What crime was Jesus accused of?  “King of the Jews.”  Ironically, this was and is indeed the case – not just King of the Jews, but King of the heaven and earth.  
· What does this undeserved sentence mean to us?  
· If time allows, may want to mention Matthew 27:24-26.  
· Discussion  
· If we were Pilate, what would we do?  Should we be smart enough not to fall into traps set up by others?  Would we have the courage to do the things right?  
· Now we face many difficult situations in our daily life.  Do we have the wisdom to recognize the subtleties of the issues involved so as not to fall into traps?  Do we have the courage to do the things right not just for expedience?  

· The Soldiers Mock Jesus (15:16-20)
· Picture what happened.  The whole battalion of soldiers mocked Jesus: Purple robe, crown of thorns, homage, striking on the head with a staff, and spitting on him.  
· A few background points: 
· Whole battalion: Tenth part of a Roman legion of nominally six hundred men.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Purple was expensive and hard to produce, and for this reason was a mark of high rank, especially royalty.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Why did the soldiers do these things?  To humiliate Jesus.  Did they really know what they were doing?  Mostly not.  
· Many times, do we really know what we are doing in our life?  Many times we humiliate Jesus without realizing it.  Pray that we are sensitive to these matters and don’t do such things again.  

· The Crucifixion (15:21-32)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus and Simon carried the cross to Golgotha; the crucifixion, the notice “The King of the Jews”; two robbers crucified at the same time; and Jesus again was mocked by many.  
· A few background points: 
· Crucifixion.  A Roman means of execution in which the victim was nailed to a cross.  Heavy, wrought-iron nails were driven through the wrists and the heel bones.  If the life of the victim lingered too long, death was hastened by breaking his legs.  Archaeologists have discovered the bones of a crucified man, near Jerusalem, dating between A.D. 7 and 66, which shed light on the position of the victim when nailed to the cross.  Only slaves, the basest of criminals, and offenders who were not Roman citizens were executed in this manner.  First-century authors vividly describe the agony and disgrace of being crucified.  Also, it was the accepted right of the executioner’s squad to claim the minor possessions of the victim.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Men condemned to death were usually forced to carry a beam of the cross, often weighing 30 or 40 pounds, to the place of crucifixion.  Jesus started out by carrying his (see John 19:17), but he had been so weakened by flogging that Simon was pressed into service.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Cyrene.  It was an important city in what is today Libya.  There was a large Jewish settlement in Cyrene going back several hundred years (Act 6:9).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The mention of Alexander and Rufus leads many to conclude that they were believers known in the early church at the time that Mark wrote his Gospel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Two robbers.  One of the robbers later repented and asked to be included in Jesus’ Kingdom (Luke 23:39-43).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did people mock Jesus?  If Jesus was indeed the Christ, the King of the Jews, would he be able to come down from the cross so that we may see and believe?  Yes.  Why didn’t he do that?  He is the sacrificial lamb bearing all our sins.  
· “The King of the Jews.”  With this inscription, Pilate justified his actions (Jesus was crucified as a political rebel) and also provoked the Jewish authorities (John 19:19–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The two robbers crucified with Jesus fulfill the prophecy, “he was numbered with the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Did the crowd know what they were doing?  Mostly not.  
· Many of the things had been prophesied.  
· Isaiah 53.  Read selected verses.  
· Casting lots fulfilled the prophecy in Ps. 22:18.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.”  1 Co 1:22-25.  
· How could we believe in God?  Is seeing believing?  Do you think that Jesus’ death is also for our sins?  Should we ask Jesus to remember us like he remembers one of the robbers?  

· The Death of Jesus (15:33-41)
· Picture what happened.  Darkness cam over the whole land; Jesus’ last few words; and the tearing of the curtain in the temple.  
· Darkness.    
· Darkness represents lament (Amos 8:9–10) and divine judgment (Ex. 10:21–23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· This recalls the darkness in Egypt, which lasted three days before the death of the firstborn sons (Ex. 10:22).  See also the prophecy of Amos 8:9-10 where the Lord promises to “darken the earth in broad daylight” in a time “like the mourning for the only son.”  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Sixth hour: 12 noon.  Ninth hour: 3 pm.  
· Why did Jesus say “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
· Jesus utters the opening words of Psalm 22 and in so doing cries out to God in the immense pain of divine abandonment (see Isa. 59:2; Hab. 1:13), which he suffers as a substitute for sinful mankind.  Yet the following verses of Psalm 22 also anticipate divine intervention on his behalf.  Jesus knows why he is experiencing God-forsakenness, just as he knows his death will not be the end of his story.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Wine vinegar.  A sour wine used by laborers and soldiers.  NIV Study Bible.  
· There is no humanitarian desire to relieve the suffering here, bur rather a cruel intention to prolong it by reviving Jesus, in order to see if “Elijah” would come at His call.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· What was Jesus’ last word?  ‘When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.’  John 19:30.  
· Jesus died as a victor and had completed what he came to do.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Jesus died around the time of the daily afternoon sacrifice in the temple.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Once Jesus dies, all mocking ceases in Mark’s account.  Subsequently, only the voices of the respectful (centurion) and the mourners (women) are heard.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  The curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.  The death of Jesus is the final and definitive sacrifice for sin (Heb 7:27).  The old dispensation of the covenant of grace is brought to a decisive end.  No longer would the high priest need to enter into the Most Holy Place behind the veil to atone for the sins of the people (Ex 26:31-33, Heb 9:1-10).  Jesus is the new and eternal High Priest (Heb 8:1), and also the perfect sacrificial victim (Heb 9:14) who obtains for His people “eternal redemption” (Heb 9:12).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The centurion, a gentile, has observed the death of many crucified criminals; yet, those self-deemed “God’s people” never did.  The centurion recognizes the purity and power of Jesus (in this way) and rightly sees that he is the Son of God.  Like the thief on the cross who expressed faith in Jesus (Luke 23:39–43), the centurion may have had incomplete understanding of Jesus’ identity and mission, but Mark seems to record this testimony as an indication of the centurion's faith and the truth about Jesus' identity.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Some women were watching from a distance.  How sad.  This was in sharp contrast with those mocking Jesus.  

· The Burial of Jesus (15:42-47)
· Picture what happened.  Joseph requested Jesus’ body, wrapped it with spices in strips of linen, and placed it in a new tomb.  
· Deuteronomy 21:23 mandates the burial of a corpse on the day of death (taking priority over Passover; see John 19:40).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Preparation Day.  Friday.  Joseph.  A rich disciple (Matthew 27:57), and a member of the Sanhedrin who had not agreed to Jesus’ condemnation (Luke 23:51).  Arimathea: A village in the hill country of Ephraim, about 20 miles northwest of Jerusalem.  Matthew tells us that the tomb belonged to Joseph himself and was new (Mt. 27:60).  NIV Study Bible.
· Joseph took courage.  This is apparently Joseph’s first act of faith, but it comes at a time when all Jesus’ disciples had fled.  Joseph puts himself in conflict with the decision of the Sanhedrin, and jeopardizes his entire future.  Reformation Study Bible.  Joseph is in sharp contrast with other Jewish leaders or Pilate.
· Crucified men often lived two or three days before dying, and the early death of Jesus was therefore unusual.  NIV Study Bible.
· Refer back to Isaiah 53.  What coincident, or how wonderful is God’s plan.  From the crucifixion to the burial, all the realizations of the Scripture’s prophecies were beyond the control of Jesus (as a human) or his followers.

· Wrapping Up 
· Do you know why Jesus had to die? Would there be a better way that HIS death would not have needed to happen? Do you consider HIS death worthy? If He died for you and me, what is your response to HIS death? Would you accept Him as your Savior or you would rather think HIS death was irrelevant to you? The price HE paid through HIS death remains valid today for you and me and HE is waiting for you to receive the best gift that the world cannot give you.
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