Mark 13, The End of the Age, 2/5/2016   (Mt 24:15, Da 9:25-27, 11:31)

· Opening
· Everyone's life has a beginning and an end.  The civilization has a beginning just like a person.  Will it have an end too?  If so, when?  How would the end of the age be like?  Any signs?  Are we getting close to the end of the age now?  How could you tell?  
· When the boss is traveling, whether for business or on vacation, do you notice the differences in the office or in the lab?  Does he/she sometimes call in to check things out?  Would you feel happy when you are there when he calls in or when he suddenly shows up?  
· Last time we studied the sharp exchanges between Jesus and the Jewish leaders.  In the exchanges, Jesus focused on the way to the cross and his Messianic status, while the Jewish leaders tried to trap him on issues of tax and resurrection.  After the exchanges, Jesus reflected on a widow’s offering.  
· Tonight, we shall see Jesus prophesying the destruction of the temple and the coming of the end of the age triggered by a comment from his disciples as they were leaving the temple.  The end of the age has excited so many people over so many generations.  We hope that you will also get excited tonight, start looking into the issues, and begin to understand God's plan and our attitudes.  Read the Bible.  

· Destruction of the Temple (13:1-4)  
· The Olivet discourse, as this chapter is commonly called, falls into five sections (NIV Study Bible): 
· Jesus' prophecy of the destruction of the temple (vv. 1-4); 
· Warning against deceivers and talking about the beginning of birth pains (vv. 5-23); 
· The coming of the Son of Man (vv. 24-27); 
· The lesson of the fig tree (vv. 28-31); and 
· Exhortation to watchfulness (vv. 32-37).  
· Picture what happened.  As Jesus and his disciples were leaving the temple, a disciple commented on the magnificence of the temple.  Triggered by the comment, Jesus prophesied the destruction of the temple.  
· A historical background
· Solomon, 970-930 BC, built the first temple with magnificent design and materials.  The Kingdom was divided after his death.  
· The Southern Kingdom Judah fell to the Neo-Babylonian Empire and the Jews exiled in 586 BC.  The first temple was destroyed and the Ark of the Covenant was lost.  
· The temple and the city of Jerusalem were restored with the first group of Jews returning from exile led by Governor of Judah Zerubabbel and High Priest Joshua under Cyrus king of Persia in 538 BC.  It is amazing that Isaiah prophesied this event and even mentioned Cyrus by name more than a hundred years before Cyrus became a king of Persia, see Isaiah 44:23-45:13.  The second temple was completed in 516 BC, 70 years after the destruction of the first one.  Why seventy years?  See 2 Chron. 36:20-21.  Again, this was prophesied years before the event.  There was no Ark of the Covenant in the temple since it had been lost.  
· Herod the Great enlarged the second temple to become the third one to appeal to the Jewish people (20 BC to 64 AD).  The size was almost doubled, and the glorious appearance was comparable to, if not surpassing, the first temple.  
· A good reference “The Second Temple” by Lambert Dolphin is available at http://www.templemount.org/secondtmp.html).  
· The disciples and Jesus were talking about the third temple.  A magnificent one.  
· What happened to the third temple?  This third temple was burned when Jerusalem fell to the Roman armies in 70 AD.  The Romans set fire on the temple after breaching into Jerusalem, and the fire melted the decorating gold on the wall, and the melted gold dripped into gaps between stones.  When the solders found this, they removed stones one by one to get the gold, and not one stone ended up sitting on another.  This is rare for any ruins of great construction, but it happened just as Jesus had predicted.  
· Jesus did not say when would that happen, therefore the disciples had a follow up question regarding the timing.  This lead to the next topic.

· False Prophets and Beginning of Birth Pains (13:5-23)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus answered the disciple’s question regarding when these things would happen, and what the sign would be.  He talked about the “birth pains.”  What were included?  False Christ and false prophets, wars, political as well as ethnic conflicts, natural disaster (earth quakes and famines), persecution of God’s people, the gospel preached to all nations, and the “abomination that causes desolation” standing where it doesn’t belong.  Understand?  
· In response to Jesus' statement about the future destruction of the temple (v. 2), the disciples ask him, “When will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?”  Jesus' answer deals primarily with the second part of their question (“what will be the sign”), but he also addresses the timing of the coming events (“when”).  Verses 5–23 focus on local and world events (destruction of the temple, persecution, and universal evangelism); vv. 24–27 focus on cosmic events (the transformation of the known cosmos and the coming of the Son of Man).  The disciples assume that the destruction of the temple will coincide with the end of time, but Jesus corrects their thinking (vv. 7, 13).  Since Jesus predicts these events, believers must not lose heart.  The destruction of Jerusalem (which came in a.d. 70) functions as a type of the last judgment, which will occur when Jesus returns.  God has already known about them, and the elect (vv. 20, 22, 27) will be preserved.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What did Jesus emphasize?  “Be on your guard” – verses 5, 9, 23, and 37.  
· Bible tells us in many places that Christ would return and this world would come to an end.  Before these things happen, there would be a disastrous period.  This period is usually called Tribulation, and is referred to as “birth pains” here (v.8) and was translated into “sorrow” or “disaster” in some Bible versions.  These terms point out that the destructions themselves are not the end, but would lead to the end.  Jesus here gave his own account of the Tribulation as presented in the books of Daniel and Revelation.  
· The metaphor of birth pains describes the increase in frequency and duration of these events.  ESV Study Bible.  
· V. 14, the abomination that causes desolation.  NIV Study Bible.  
· See Daniel 9:25-27.  The detestable thing causing the desolation of the holy place.  
· The primary reference in Daniel was to 168 B.C., when Antiochus Epiphanes erected a pagan alter to Zeus on the sacred alter in the temple of Jerusalem.  
· According to some, there were still two more stages in the progressive fulfillment of the prediction in Daniel and Matthew: (1) the Roman destruction of the temple in A.D. 70 and (2) the setting up of an image of the antichrist in Jerusalem (see 2 Th 2:4; Rev 13:14-15).  
· All the signs Jesus mentioned happened when the third temple was destructed; and they would happen again to a greater extent leading to the end of age.
· The tribulation (v. 19) is accompanied by false christs and false prophets.  They lead astray by performing signs and wonders.  Unlike Scripture, signs and wonders are not clear indicators of God's presence and will.  Jesus' remark that even the elect could be led astray emphasizes the stunning character of the false prophets' miracles.  But God will protect his own, so that they will not believe in a false messiah or prophet.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Based on what we see and hear, are we getting close to the end of the age now?  How could you tell?  Look at the frequency and magnitude of major earth quakes.  Are they on the rise?  Look at the floods, hurricanes and tsunamis.  Are they on the rise also?  Look at the famines in Africa.  What a tragic.  
· If the end of the age is coming soon, what will be your response? How are you going to prepare yourself for this?
· See Matthew 24, Da 9:25-27, 11:31 for related accounts in the Scripture.  
· Discussion.  What should we do then?  
· How can we identify someone as a false Christ or a false prophet?  
· What are some particular instructions given by Jesus about the end of the age: 1) When persecuted, do not worry.  Entrust it to the Holy Spirit.  2) The persecution may be cruel (v.12), but be perseverant and we will be saved.  3) Be vigil about the coming of the ultimate destruction.  Do not hesitate to flee, and do so quickly.  4) Watch out for false Christ and false prophets as there will surely be many.  
· What do you think about verse 10?  Why does it have to be so?  

· The Coming of the Son of Man (13:24-27) –The change in the nature
· What will happen after the “birth pains”?  The return of Jesus!  How would He return?  From the clouds with great power and glory.  
· Jesus now describes cosmic events in anticipation of the coming of the enthroned Son of Man.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Could the return of Jesus be confused with the coming of false christs?  No way, as His glory and might is unmatchable.  

· The Lesson of the Fig Tree (13:28-31)
· After the prophecies of the Tribulation, Jesus wrapped it up with two parables.  This is the first one.  The fig tree, leaves, summer, etc.
· What does it mean?  Everything has a sign, and the sign should be observed.
· Some background information.  Most of the trees in Palestine are evergreens and do not change dramatically with seasons.  Not so for the fig tree; it is one of the latest to leaf out in spring, so its shoots are an indication that summer is indeed near.  Any similar saying from old Chinese idioms?  Falling leaves indicate that fall is here.  
· Verse 30.  Several interpretations have been offered for this difficult passage.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Some think “this generation” refers to the disciples who were alive when Jesus was speaking, and “all these things” refers to the beginning but not the completion of the sufferings described in vv. 3–13.  
· Others see in “all these things” a prediction with multiple fulfillments, so that Jesus' disciples will be both “this generation” that sees the destruction of the temple in a.d. 70 and also those at the end of the age who see the events surrounding the “abomination of desolation” (v. 14).  
· Since “the generation of …” in the OT can mean people who have a certain quality (cf. Ps. 14:5; 24:6; cf. Gk. genea in Luke 16:8), others understand “this generation” to refer either (a) to “this generation of believers” throughout the entire present age, or (b) to “this evil generation” that will remain until Christ returns to establish his kingdom.  
· Others, particularly dispensational interpreters, understand “generation” to mean “race,” and think it refers to the Jewish people, who will not pass away until Christ returns.  
· Others understand “this generation” to mean the generation that sees “all these things” (Matt. 24:33), namely, the generation alive when the final period of great tribulation begins.  According to this view, the illustration of the fig tree (Mark 13:28) shows that when the final events begin, Christ will come soon.  Just as “these things” in v. 29 refers to events leading up to but not including Christ's return, so in v. 30 “all these things” refers to the same events (that is, the events described in vv. 3–13).  
· Jesus re-assured that the signs he foretold must hold (verse 31).  So, watch out for them.  Do you see any?  Will you see the end of the age?  

· The Day and Hour Unknown (13:32-37)
· If the parable above is on what we know, this second parable is on what we don’t know.  As pointed out in verses 32 and 33, we don’t know the day or the hour of the end of the age.  Angels don’t know, not even Jesus when he was on earth; only the Father knows.  
· What shall we do then?  “Watch!”  (verse 37)  Or, in the context of this parable, be prepared at all times for the return of the Lord.  
· Are the two parables contradictive then?  No.  We should be alert to the signs of the final day and be prepared, but no one knows when the particular day and time will come.  
· How shall we live in this world if you know Jesus may return in any minute? Shall we feel happy? Stressed? Motivated? Disappointed? …

· Wrapping Up 
· Quite a few disturbing events happened in the last couple of years, and most of them took us by surprise.  Did you feel confused and maybe scared upon learning them?  After studying the prophecies from the Bible, what attitudes should we have with respect to those events?  
· Given the possible imminence of the end of the age as suggested in this chapter, will we still live our lives the same old ways?  Are we ready to face the Lord if He comes back tomorrow?  What adjustments would we make if we do know that he is coming tomorrow?  Things said here may be startling and unimaginable to us, as the destruction of temple was to the disciple; yet they are surely to come, just as the destruction of temple.  
· Jesus' discourse focuses the attention of the disciples on preparedness, on readiness to suffer, and on trust.  ESV Study Bible.  Be on our guard!  
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