Mark 9:1-32, The Transfiguration and Healing of a Demon-Possessed Boy, 12/11/15  

· Opening
· How do you describe Kingdom of God? Is it visible or is it only our imagination?
· Who is Moses?  What has he done?  Share a few things that you know of him after he led the Israelites out of Egypt.  Mount Sinai, Ten Commandments, the Golden calf, broken tablets, the new stone tablets, and the radiant face of Moses.  Were these events wondrous?  
· Who is Elijah? What are the things that he did most impressive to you? 
· Last time, we studied Jesus feeding four thousand, the “yeast” of the Pharisees and Herod, Peter’s confession of Christ, Jesus prediction of his death, and the meaning of following Jesus.  Did the disciples understand why Jesus must suffer and be rejected and killed?  Tonight, we shall study Jesus’ transfiguration, his healing of a boy with an evil spirit, Read the Bible.  

· The Transfiguration (9:1-13)  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus led Peter, James, and John to a high mountain and he was transfigured before them.  Elijah and Moses then appeared.  “This is my son, whom I love.  Listen to him!”  Elijah must come first?  “Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected?”  What do the above mean?
· What does 9:1 mean? “Kingdom of God coming with power”?
· High mountain: Mount Hermon to the northeast of Caesarea Philippi.  
· The transfiguration takes place in the Gentile territory rather than on Mt. Zion: Jesus is the Lord of all peoples.  (Pastor Secker) 
· The transfiguration was (NIV Study Bible): 
· A revelation of the glory of the Son of God, a glory hidden now but to be fully revealed when he returns; 
· A confirmation of the difficult teaching given to the disciples at Caesarea Philippi; and 
· A beneficial experience for the disciples, who were discouraged after having being reminded so recently of Jesus’ impending suffering and death.     
· Moses and Elijah (NIV Study Bible):    
· Moses is the great OT deliverer and lawgiver, and appears as the representative of the old covenant and the promise of salvation, which was soon to be fulfilled in the death of Jesus.  
· Elijah appears as the appointed restorer of all things (Mal 4:5-6).  Luke 9:31 says that they talked about Jesus’ death.  
· Moses led people out of Egypt (Exodus), and his work had been finished by Joshua; and Elijah’s work had been finished by Elisha (another form of the name of Joshua).  
· They now spoke with Jesus (whose Hebrew name was Joshua) about the “exodus” he was about to accomplish, by which he would deliver his people from the bondage of sin and bring to fulfillment the work of both Moses and Elijah.  
· Jesus is greater than both Moses (who represents the Law; see Ex. 24:1, 9) and Elijah (who represents the Prophets; see 1 Kings 19:8); Jesus thus fulfills both the Law and the Prophets (cf. Matt. 5:17).  Whereas Moses’ radiance reflects God’s glory (Ex. 34:33–35), Jesus radiates light “from the inside.”  Moses and Elijah are not reincarnations but rather come from being in the presence of God.  Luke adds the detail that they discuss Jesus’ imminent “departure” (Luke 9:31).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The coming of the kingdom ‘with power’ would seem to be associated with Jesus’ resurrection since it will be witnessed by ‘some standing here,’ and it is also described as a coming ‘in power’ (Rom 1:4).  The transfiguration, which follows this utterance, is an intermediate and immediate fulfillment of Jesus’ words, since it anticipates the manifestation of resurrection power and divine glory.  The Reformation Study Bible.  
· Listen to him.  This phrase represents a rebuke to Peter as well as a declaration concerning the authority of the Son as revealer and prophet of the new covenant.  These words echo Deut. 18:15, and identify Jesus as the great prophet like Moses.  The Reformation Study Bible.  
· Moses was on Mt. Sinai for six days before the Lord called to him out of the cloud (Ex. 24:16).  There are in fact at least seven parallels between the two events: on a mountain, the six days, the overshadowing cloud, the presence of Moses, the voice from the cloud, the transforming glory, and God’s instructions to Moses about building the Tabernacle and Peter's suggestion about putting up shelters.  (Pastor Secker)
· They did to him.  Just as Elijah suffered at the hands of Ahab and Jezebel (1 Kin. 19:1-10), so John suffered at the hands of Herod and Herodias (6:18).  If John, who restored all things by calling the people of God to repentance and godliness, was put to death, should it be surprising (v. 12) that the Son of Man faces the same lot?  The Reformation Study Bible.
· Though Jesus had just explicitly explained to them what would happen to him in the future (Ch. 8), the disciples still could not understand it, and this may seem strange to readers nowadays.  But this uncommon insensitiveness probably revealed how strongly they were attached to their traditional (human) teaching about a worldly powerful Messiah, and how hard from the human’s way of thinking to correlate such a powerful Messiah with an ending of humiliation and “defeat.”  Although they heard Jesus’ prediction on his death several times already, they were subconsciously unwilling to believe it.  Put that into perspective, it is not difficult to understand why the disciples suddenly were so intimidated after Jesus was arrested and executed.  
· The disciples were still focusing on Elijah, John the Baptist, and Jesus’ biblical “background,” but Jesus tried to point them to the future, to the most important part of his mission on the earth – his suffering, death, and resurrection.  

· The Healing of a Boy with an Evil Spirit (9:14-32)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus came down from the high mountain and saw that his disciples couldn’t heal a boy with an evil spirit.  “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I stay with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring the boy to me.”  What happened then?  
· Faithless generation.  Which side was Jesus referring to?  Probably both.  
· Where had each side’s faith failed?  Lack of faith to perform the healing, and fixing their eyes solely on miracles.  
· Jesus’ impatience with the disciples’ lack of faith, and the frustration with the general scene of unbelief and impotence as he returns from the mount of Transfiguration, is reminiscent of Moses coming down from Mount Sinai to find unbelief and unfaithfulness in the Israelite camp (Ex. 32).  The Reformation Study Bible.  
· The fundamental problem of the people (the opponents, the spiritually oppressed, and even the disciples) is that they are faithless (cf. 6:6; 9:23).  Jesus’ burdened expression echoes that of the prophets (e.g., Deut. 32:5, 20; Isa. 6:11; Jer. 5:21–22).  ESV Study Bible. 
· Note the amazing transition from verse 22 to verse 24.  
· “Everything is possible for him who believes.”  “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”  Wow.  Do we have his faith?    
· The father merely seeks help through Jesus’ miraculous powers: if you can do anything.  Jesus corrects the father’s statement by calling him to put his trust in God.  I believe; help my unbelief!  The father immediately confesses that he has some faith but also acknowledges his spiritual weakness and appeals to Jesus to create in him a heart that believes more firmly.  ESV Study Bible.  
· I told my class about a college student who had epilepsy and was taken twice to a faith healing service by some other students.  She was not healed either time and so was told that her faith was weak.  That devastated her until someone assured her later that one cannot draw that conclusion from what happened.  I found the NIV note on 9:23 a helpful way to express the matter rightly: Great faith sets no limits on what God can do.  What He will actually do, however, is what is best for us overall and that may not be healing or at least not at that time.  So “great faith” is good, but all we need for salvation is any faith in Jesus at all (faith like a tiny mustard seed) since according to the Bible we are saved “through” faith rather than “by” it (“by” is often used in translation but the meaning is “through”).  We are saved “by” (in the instrumental sense) Jesus.  (As some of you know, that college student was my daughter, Kris.)  (Pastor Secker)
· “This kind can come out only by prayer.”  
· Authority to drive out demons had already been given to the disciples when they were sent out to preach.  
· The disciples apparently had taken for granted the power given to them or had come to believe that it was inherent in them.  Lack of prayer indicated they had forgotten that their power over the demonic spirits was from Jesus.  NIV Study Bible.  
· More time and effort in prayer (and therefore in closer fellowship with God) leads to growth in faith.  ESV Study Bible.  
· “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.  They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.”  
· The disciples understand neither the necessity of the Messiah's death (they still expect a political liberator) nor the idea of the resurrection of an individual (they expect the resurrection of mankind at the last judgment; cf. Dan. 12:2).  Yet they understand enough of what Jesus is saying that they do not want to know more, so they are afraid to ask him.  ESB Study Bible.  
· Perhaps they remember that Peter’s earlier attempt to express disapproval of Jesus’ predictions of suffering led to a harsh rebuke (8:33).  ESV Study Bible.
· Discussion
· How to differentiate faithfulness vs. stubbornness?  
· Do we have a regular Bible study and pray time?  Do we get to know Him better each and every day?  Do God’s words impact our daily life?  Do we take for granted God’s salvation and still live an ungodly and sinful life?  

· Wrapping Up 
· It is nice to see the tight link between the Old Testament and the New Testament in this chapter, and hope that Jesus’ transfiguration will help us know God better.  We shall also know how to position ourselves in the society, in the Bible Study, and in our Church; and how to interact with our fellow co-workers, brothers and sisters, and seekers.  More importantly, we need to know the reason for doing so – God’s love.  It is very important to live a good Christian life – not on the surface only but from the bottom of our hearts. 
· If Jesus is the One that God sent, how are you going to respond to Him? Why is the faith in Him important?

Yue Wang, Koh-Han Seow, Mu-Ping Nieh
[bookmark: _GoBack]			12/10/2015   
Adopted from UCBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2010
http://www.ucbsg.org 

