Mark 6:14-56 John the Baptist Beheaded, and Jesus Feeding the Five Thousand, 11/12/15

· Opening
· If President Obama wants to give you a gift, what would you ask for?  Why?  
· Last Friday, we talked about Jesus healing two persons: the sick woman and the daughter of Jairus, a synagogue ruler.  We saw the importance of faith.  Do we have faith in Jesus?  We further discussed what Jesus did when he went back to his hometown; how he sent out the twelve on their first missionary trip; 
· Tonight, we shall continue the study to see what happened to John the Baptist; what happened when Jesus preached too late in the wilderness; and what happened after he fed a crowd of five thousand men.  Themes cut across them all are: (1) Who is Jesus?  (2) Do we have faith in Him?  Read the Bible Mark 6:14-56.  


· John the Baptist Beheaded (6:14-29)
· Picture what happened.  Who was Jesus?  Some said Elijah, others said a prophet of long ago, and Herod said John the Baptist raised from the dead.  For around the time of the first missionary trip, Herod beheaded John the Baptist during his birthday banquet.  What happened?  The grudge of Herodias against John the Baptist; the birthday banquet; the dance by Salome, Herodias’ daughter; the promise of Herod with an oath; the request of Salome (actually the request of Herodias); and the beheading of John the Baptist.
· Do you remember John the Baptist?  Who was he?  Why was he in prison?  By whom?  By Herod because of the grudge of Herodias against John.  
· The family of Herod the Great (NIVStB):  
		Level 1
			Level 2
				Level 3
					Level 4
		Herod the Great
			Aristobulus
				Herod Agrippa I (King of Judea)
Herodias (Married Uncle Herod Philip I first and then Uncle Herod Antipas, caused the death of John the Baptist)  
Salome (Daughter of Herodias and Herod Philip I, danced in the party, and married Granduncle Herod Philip II)
Herod Antipas (Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea; second husband of Herodias, and killed John the Baptist)
			Herod Philip I (Did not rule; first husband of Herodias)
			Herod Philip II (Tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis; husband of Salome)
			Archelaus (Governor of Judea, Idumea, and Samaria)
		What a complicated relationship!  Seems to be an award winning soap opera.
· The key players.  
· What can we say about Herod Antipas?  A person with soft ears, a very high ego, and with a very thin skin.  
· What can we say about Herodias?  A patient lady with a very sophisticated mind.  Noted in V. 25 “the girl hurried in … give me right now …”  
· What can we say about John the Baptist?  The prophet in-between the Old Testament and the New Testament, and was filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth (Luke 1:15).  How could he die like this?  Won’t he (as well as Christ and all Christians) be blessed by God?  How did Jesus say about John the Baptist (Matthew 11:10-14)
· Who is Jesus?  Elijah, a prophet of long ago, or John the Baptist raised from the dead?  Why wasn’t Jesus John the Baptist raised from the dead?  Because John he himself said that, e.g., Mark 1:7-8.  We will see in later chapters that Jesus is Christ, Messiah, and Son of God! Is it an important question? Why?
· It is interesting to note that the death of John the Baptist happened around the time of apostles’ first missionary trip.  The next generation was almost ready to pick up the responsibilities of the previous generation.  Is this a coincidence or a special arrangement?  
· Discussion
· If you were John the Baptist, what would do in that situation?  Speak out against Herod’s marrying Herodias?  Keep quiet?  Did John the Baptist ever lose his faith? (Matthew 11:1-6) How can we learn from him?
· Have you encountered similar situations in your work?  
· If President Obama wants to give you a gift, what would you ask for?  Why?  Can you see how deep Herodias’ grudge was against John the Baptist?   

· Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (6:30-44)
· Picture what happened.  This is one of the stories that are recorded by all four books of gospel. The apostles reported to Jesus what they had accomplished.  Great work!?  Jesus led them to a solitary place.  A large crowd followed them, and Jesus had compassion on them and taught them many things.  Time for dinner.  “You give them something to eat.”  How could that be?  “How many loaves do you have?”  Five – and two fish.  Jesus then fed the five thousand of men.  There were twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish left.  
· The situation was quite different from the scene in Jesus’ hometown, as people were so eager to approach Jesus for whatever reasons.  They even followed Jesus’ boat on foot.  Jesus, although didn’t even have time to eat, had compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  What did Jesus do?  He taught them many things.  Why?  What did they need?  
· Time for dinner.  
· Why did Jesus tell the disciples “You give them something to eat”?  Another training session?  (Read John 6:1-7)
· How did the disciples respond?  Were they ready to provide food?  V. 37.  They apparently were not ready.  Why not?  Did they forget about their successful missionary trip?  Where was their faith?  
· Fortunately Jesus bailed them out: “How many loaves do you have?”  Five – plus two fish.  Jesus then looked up to heaven, gave thanks, and broke the five loaves and the two fish.  
· Jesus fed the five thousand of men on green grass, with twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish left.  Amazing.  Could this happen?  Did it happen?  Do you believe the story or not?  
· Discussion.  
· At UCBSG we have dinner every Friday.  Each time we worry about not having enough food to eat or having too much leftovers.  Sometimes we ran out of food and had to order additional on the spot.  How should we balance planning vs. praying?  
· How can we trust Jesus at difficult times?  
· How many Chinese students, scholars, and their family members are at or around UConn?  What are their situations?  Spiritually, are they like sheep without a shepherd?  What is God’s plan for them?  Anything related to you?  

· Jesus Walks on the Water (6:45-56)
· Picture what happened.  “Immediately” after dinner, Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  He then went up on a mountainside to pray.  At night, the disciples were strained at the oars, and Jesus walked on water to help them.  The apostles were terrified.  After Jesus got into the boat, the wind died down, and the apostles were completely amazed.  Once they landed at Gennesaret, people gathered to get healed.  
· Why did Jesus make his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him immediately after dinner, while he dismissed the crowd?  
· People were ready to take Jesus by force and make him king, and this was not what Jesus wanted (John 6:14-15).  Therefore they left.  
· Also, some of the disciples might love to see Jesus becoming a king (Mt. 20:20-28), and this might be the reason that Jesus got them out first.  
· Jesus’ eyesight must be 20-20, for he could see at night and afar that the disciples were straining at the oars.  
· What did Jesus do?  He came to help them, walking, and on water.  
· Why were the disciples terrified when they saw Jesus walking on the lake?  Are you afraid when Jesus comes to your rescue? Why were they completely amazed when the wind died down? Remember a lot of them are fishermen! Where was their faith ~ after their successful missionary trip and after seeing Jesus feeding five thousand men?  Jesus is the Lord who created the world.  
· Knowing Jesus is an iterative and renewing process.  We get closer and closer to Him if we keep on trusting Him.  
· How much do we know Jesus now?  How much faith do we have in Jesus now?  
· People in Gennesaret came to Jesus to get healed.  
· How could people get healed?  Recall in the wilderness, people saw the copper snake held by Moses and got healed.    
· Discussion.  
· Why do we come to Jesus?  To get healed?  To find a job, to get married, or to become rich or famous?  Or to know Jesus, the Son of God, and to know the Father?  

· Wrapping Up 
· Who is Jesus?  What do you think? Is it important if HE is son of God? Can we trust him with our lives? How does this belief work in our daily life?
· Mark 6 is a chapter that many people are very familiar with.  Hope that today’s discussion could shed some new lights.  Let us open our eyes and see the sheep in the Storrs area, let us open our heart to know Jesus better and better each day, trust in Him, and let the Holy Spirit guide us to become good disciples to be used by Him.     
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