The Book of Mark									9/11/2015

Outline:
1.	Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee
· John the Baptist Preparing the Way, Temptation of Jesus, and Jesus Beginning his Ministry, Chapter 1
· Calling of Levi and Early Debate with Pharisees, Chapter 2
· Appointment of the Twelve Apostles, Chapter 3
· Parable on the Kingdom of God, Chapter 4
· Healing of the Sick and Resurrecting a Dead Girl, Chapter 5
2.	Work beyond Galilee
· Commissioning of the Twelve, John the Baptist Beheaded, and Jesus Feeding the Five Thousand, Chapter 6
· Clean and Unclean, and the Faith of a Syrophoenician, Chapter 7
· Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand, Chapter 8
3.	Journey to Jerusalem
· Peter’s Confession of Christ, Chapter 8
· The Transfiguration and Who Is the Greatest, Chapter 9
· Divorce and the Rich Young Man, Chapter 10
4.	Entering and Judging Jerusalem
· The Triumphal Entry and Jesus Clears the Temple, Chapter 11
· The Great Debate: Jesus vs. Pharisees and Sadducees, Chapter 12
· The End of the Age, Chapter 13
5.	Jesus’ Death and Resurrection
· The Last Supper and Jesus Arrested, Chapter 14
· Trial and Crucifixion of Jesus, Chapter 15
· The Resurrection, Chapter 16

Emphases: 
Jesus is man, is the Son of God, but must suffer for our sins.  He calls a people to follow him, to have a relationship with him, and to enter the kingdom of God.

Theme:
The theme of Mark is to present Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God, and Jesus’ call to discipleship to all.  As the earliest book written among the four Gospel books, Mark has many short episodes.  As can be seen from the outline above, the emphases gradually shift from general audience to disciples regarding the identity and teaching of Jesus.  This discipleship is a relationship with Jesus and being prepared to suffer for the Cross, not just to follow a certain code of conduct.  

Purpose of Writing: 
Mark’s audience was largely non-Jews.  Mark intended to let them be familiar with Jewish customs, and understand that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God, not just for Israel but for the entire world.  

Overview of Mark, 9/11/15   

· Opening
· An important event happened exactly 14 years ago. Do you know what it was? This event changed many people’s thoughts about religions. What are your opinions about “religions”? Some people think religion is like spiritual “opium”? Do you think religion is needed in human society? Many people think all religions are the same – promoting morality for human society?  Did anyone talk to you about the gospel before? What is the meaning of gospel? 
· What do you know about Christianity? Where do you get the information? What is your idea about God? If there is a God, how would you like Him to reveal himself to you?
· Do you think there is a Creator of the universe? If so, what is HIS relationship with you? Is it important? What is the meaning of your life?
· As you may know the first four books in the New Testament are called gospel, meaning “good news”. Do you know why? Will you miss out anything without knowing this good news?
· Christians believe that God speaks to us through the Bible and the Holy Spirit.  Have you read the Bible?  Is it believable and trust worthy?  Why or why not?
· (Reference only.)  A very brief introduction of the Bible: 
· The Old Testament consisting of 39 “books” was written before Jesus’ time, including Mosiac Law, Books of History, Books of Wisdom and Books of Prophecy.  The New Testament consisting of 27 books (Books of Gospel, History, Letters for Church and Prophecy) was written about Jesus and his disciples. We studied Zechariah of the Old Testament in the summer, and before that, we studies John of the New Testament in the spring.
· The New Testament: 
· The four Gospels focus on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus: the four Gospels focus on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John;
· History: Acts;
· Paul’s letters or Epistles to specific Christian groups or individuals: Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon;
· General Epistles or letters to the church at large: Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude; and  
· Prophecy: Revelation.
· The Book of Mark.  
Who was the author? 
“Mark was a close associate of Peter (1 Peter 5:13), from whom he received the tradition of the things said and done by the Lord. This tradition did not come to Mark as a finished, sequential account of the life of our Lord, but as the preaching of Peter – preaching directed to the needs of the early Christian communities.”  NIV Study Bible.  
Background:
· The Book of Mark was written as a type of Greek drama with different short periods proceeding one after another.  Some of the passages such as Ch1:1-13 presents more like the narrative.  This book is also considered by many NT scholars focusing more on expressing Jesus as a humble servant.  As the Son of God, he humbled himself to serve us and therefore set an example to us.  This might be the reason that there is no detail of his background and birth, and on the contrary, as the books focusing on presenting him as a King and human, the Books of Luke and Matthew give the detail of his origin as a human.  This might also explain why the first half of Chapter 1 gives only brief narrating presentation of his origin, and at the same time give swift presentation of his hard working service.  (Pastor Ju-Ta Pan) 
· Mark started introduce Jesus from the claim of John the Baptist. No birth and genealogy was recorded in this book – indicating that there was no doubt about Jesus’ divinity, possible this was written for Christians.
· Author: Mark the Evangelist is mentioned seven times in the New Testament. He is the cousin of Barnabas (Col. 4:10). When the Apostle Paul writes his letter to the Colossians from his prison in Rome, he mentions that Mark is there with him (Col. 4:10). He also mentions in his letter to Philemon that Mark is one of his fellow workers (Phiemon 24).  Peter addressed him as "my son Mark" (1 Peter 5:13).  It is very likely that Peter was the one who brought Mark to conversion and raised him up in the faith.  Mark likely wrote his gospel in Rome where Peter was based. Mark wrote it in Greek.  It was likely written for Gentile readers in general, and for the Christians at Rome in particular. The gospel is usually dated between 65 and 75 AD, sometime shortly after Peter's martyrdom in Rome in 64 AD 
· Mark also forms groups of three, often for emphasis.  Mark gives three boat scenes with the disciples (Mk 4:35, 6:45, 8:14); three predictions of the passion, three commands to "keep awake and watch" ((8:31, 9:31, 10:32-34) matched by the three times the tired disciples are mentioned as sleeping.  Peter denies Jesus three times; Pilate asks the crowd three questions; and there are three time references at the crucifixion (the third, sixth, and ninth hours mentioned in Mark 15). This seems to be a deliberate pattern of Mark to give emphasis and urgency to Jesus' task and mission.
· Final closing
· If Jesus is really “Son of God” and truly died for the sins of the world (i.e., for you and me) and will come back again for the final judgment, how will you respond to HIM? Examples: If your advisor asks you to do something while he/she is away, what would you do? What if you don’t follow his/her commands? What do you think he or she will do?
· Brothers and sisters can share why you would like to come for bible study? What is attractive to you?
· Whom are we currently living for? our parents? our family? Ourselves? What are the things that you are most afraid that it may happen? (losing job? Poverty? Disobedience of your kids? Death?) How do you overcome the fear? Are you tired of such fear and worry? What is the best way to live without fear?
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