Mark 1, Jesus Begins his Ministry, 9/25/15

· Opening
· How do you introduce a story to make it more attractive?
· In this modern society, do you believe that God exists?  Why or why not?  Can God and science/technology co-exist?  - We have discussed this last week.
· If God does exist, is there a “kingdom of God”?  How does it look like?  Do you want to get in there?  How?  (We can ask people to share about this)
· Christians believe that God speaks to us through the Bible and the Holy Spirit.  Have you read the Bible?  Is it believable and trust worthy?  Why or why not? - We have touches this issue last week as well.
· How do you effectively introduce a famous person you know of? How do the professors in your department introduce a famous seminar speaker? Is it important?
· An ancient Chinese book has a passage “Tian Jiang Jiang Da Ren Yu Si Ren Ye (Before a man is given an important responsibility from Heaven). Bi Xiang Ku Qi Xin Zhi (he must be distressed in mind,), Lao Qi Jin Gu (undergoing hardship environment), E Qi Ti Fu (experiencing extreme hunger), Kong Fa Qi Shen (completely emptied himself), Xing Fu Ruan Qi Suo Wei (disturbed by things against his actions), Ran Hou Dong Xin Ren Xin (Then, he can persevere stressful environments), Zen Yi Qi Suo Bu Neng (and his capability is enhanced to accomplish what he could not do before). Do you agree? 
· Did you experience ghosts before? What is your response to ghosts? Do they truly exist? If so, are you afraid of them?
· What is prayer? Why do Christians pray? Why prayer is important for Christians –asking for something from God?
· What is leprosy? Is it a terrible disease (highly contagious!)? 

· John the Baptist Prepares the Way (1:1-8) 
· Picture what happened.  John the Baptist prepared the way as prophesized in Mal 3:1 and Isa 40:3.  
· The Southern Kingdom fell to Babylon and people went into exile in 586 BC.  Since then, the Jewish people were ruled by Persia, Greece, and Romans, and many times harshly.  Also, there had been no God’s revelation for more than 400 years since the last known prophet.  The spiritual state and the traditional social order of the Jewish people decayed along with their political/economical status.  They were eagerly looking for the Messiah promised to their forefathers by God to be their leader to save them from the hardship of the gentiles.  
· How did God prepare people’s heart for Messiah?  Sending John the Baptist to preach a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  How did people react to his message?  People went out to him, and we can see why from the point above.  John’s work was very successful; but how did he define his own role?  Anything different from other successful leaders in history?  

· The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus (1:9-13)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus got baptized by John the Baptist; the Holy Spirit descent on Him; and the Holy Spirit sent Jesus out into the desert to be tempted.
· Why did Jesus go to John to get baptized?  To be consecrated to God; to be identified with men and bear their sins; to be anointed by the Holy Spirit; to be testified by God; to be publicly introduced by John the Baptist to his disciples and to the general people; and to set an example to his followers.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What happened after the baptism?  The Holy Spirit descent on Jesus to equip him for his work as the divine-human Messiah.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did the Holy Spirit send Jesus into the desert to be tempted by Satan?  Jesus is the Messiah who would not accomplish his mission by using his supernatural power for his own needs, by using his power to win a large following by miracles or magic, or by compromising to Satan.  Rather, he was a real human being, and was tempted in every way just as we are yet without sin.  Therefore he could identify with us, pray for us to God, and died for our sins. (So this was different from the purpose of suffering in the statement in the ancient Chinese book mentioned before – Don’t get confused!) This directly points to the divine-human nature of the Messiah, and demonstrates the completeness of his human aspect.  NIV Study Bible.  – A completeness of human is revealed by being able to follow God’s initial will in the creation of man.
· Discussion.  What “spiritual wilderness” has God sent you into?  How has that confirmed his love or mission?  - perhaps too deep for non Christians

· The Calling of the First Disciples (1:14-20)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus proclaimed the good news of God.  Simon and his brother Andrew, as well as James and his brother John followed Jesus.
· What is the Good News of God?  John 3:16.
· Recalled the time when you got UConn’s admission and possibly with financial support.  How did you feel?  Why did you decide to come to UConn?  What for?  Was that an easy decision?  How about the first time you met your spouse?  How long did it take to get married?  Was that an easy decision?  Regret now?  - I like these questions – relating them with their experience in decision making.
· How about the decisions for Simon, Andrew, James, and John?  Why did they make such a decision to follow Jesus, and so quickly?  Note that Andrew and John were disciples of John the Baptist (Jn 1).  The brief introduction of Jesus by John the Baptist was very effective!  Now God is calling you.  What is in your mind?  If Jesus is the Son of God, would you follow Him?  What are required when you make an important decision in your life?
· Is it difficult for you to decide to follow Christ? Why? What price you may be thinking about paying? For Christians, are we truly following Jesus? (These are also very good questions.)

· Jesus Drives out an Evil Spirit (1:21-28)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus taught in a synagogue on a Sabbath day with authority; Jesus drove out an evil spirit; the evil spirit recognize him while people wondering “what is this?”
· Have you attended good lectures or classes as well lousy lectures or classes?  What are the differences?  What made the differences?  What are the differences between the teaching of Jesus vs. the teaching of teachers of the law?  One with life, hope, and authority vs. one that based on traditions.  
· Evil spirits are different from what we know as “ghost” in the Chinese culture (same word in Chinese).  Instead of the souls of the dead, they are spiritual beings that serve Satan.  How come the evil spirits knew him while the people did not?  Do we know him?  (God is Spirit. Also, He is known to the spirit realm.)
· Note that the Bible does not contain our word “miracle.”  Instead, the Bible uses “sign” (John), or “mighty works.”  It is a sign to lead us to God's kingdom.  
· Note the multiply testimonies on Jesus here.  Could you find them?  First are the words of the devils.  (Sometimes reactions from the opposite side can be very revealing!)  Second is the deed of his supernatural power, which is revealed repeatedly in the later stories.  We call them “signs,” not “miracles.”  Why?  For their testimonial purpose.  Third is the authority that people can feel from his preaching.  Reading closely, today we can feel the authority of the Bible itself too.  That’s so called “inner prove.”
· Discussion.  How much authority does Jesus have in our life?  Do you want to live a traditional life or a life with holiness, life, hope, and power?  Follow Jesus!  

· Jesus Heals Many (1:29-34)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus and his disciples went to the home of Simon and Andrew; Jesus healed Simon’s mother-in-law; and people brought all the sick and demon-possessed.
· People brought all the sick and demon-possessed to get healed.  They knew their bodily needs.  Did they know their spiritual needs?  
· Again, the evil spirits knew who Jesus was while the people did not.  Why didn’t Jesus let the demons speak?  Jesus refused the witnesses from evil spirits even though their witnesses were true because he wants to make distinction between the light and the darkness. (- a very good point)  Pastor Ju-Ta Pan.  

· Jesus Prays in a Solitary Place (1:35-39)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus went to pray; everyone was looking for him; and “let us go somewhere else.”  Why?  
· Jesus went to a solitary place to pray.  He is the closest one to God and he has tons of ministry work to do, yet he “spares” his time to prayers.  Should we?  What’s our usual excuse?  Spiritually feeling well enough?  Too busy?  Compare to Jesus.  What is your solitary place?  
· “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so that I can preach there also.  That is why I have come.”  Jesus did not come to the world to be a doctor.  He came here to save the world from Satan.  Let us come to him, get to know him, and return to God, the creator of the universe.
· For Christians: Jesus knows his mission and is faithful to his mission.  Do we know the mission God gives us?  Are we also faithful to God’s commission?  Pastor Ju-Ta Pan.  

· A Man with Leprosy (1:40-45)
· Picture what happened.  A man with leprosy asked for healing, and Jesus healed him with instructions.  What happened then?  Why?  
· What is the significant about Jesus touching the leper prior to healing him? (The leper may not be touched for many years!) Why showing to the priest?  Lev 13:45~46 and 14:1~32.  What would it mean for Jesus to “touch” you?  Where do you need his special touch this week?  NIV Study bible.  If we were that person, are we going to behave differently?  

· Wrapping Up 
· Note Mark's frequent use of the word that is translated as “immediately” (35 times in the RSV translation of Mark), “at once,” “as soon as,” “without delay,” “just then,” “quickly,” “at this,” “shortly,” “very early,” “just as,” or “when” or may not be translated into English at all.  A single 5 letter Greek word lies behind all of these (English transliteration = ethus).  Mark uses it 40 times in his Gospel, 11 times in Chapter 1 alone.  It conveys the sense of urgency that Mark believes the coming of the Kingdom of God conveys.  Could you identify some of these in this chapter?  In light of Hurricane Katrina, 9/11, and the South Asia Tsunami, do you have a sense of urgency?  Pastor Secker.  
· Mark is an exciting book.  Let us try to see who Jesus is with the help of the Holy Spirit.  Let us repent and believe the good news, follow Jesus, and live a life with holiness, hope, and power.
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