Mark 9:33-10:12 Who is the greatest? Enemy or Helper, Attitude to Sin, Divorce. 12/17/2015
· Opening
· How many graduate students are in your lab/office?  Who is the most senior one?  Who is the natural leader?  Who is most liked by the advisor?  Why?  In-fighting among the “siblings”?  For what?  For those who are working, anything similar in your office?  Who are on the fast track to move up?  Why?  
· In this world, what are the important people do? How do they act in a society? How about in church, who is greatest? 
· Ultimately, after knowing that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, how should we live a Christian life day by day?  Is your faith strong enough?  If not, what to do? 
· Someone say marriage is like a besieged city: Those who are outside want to get in, and those who are inside want to get out.  Is this statement true?  Is marriage life easy and fun?  Do you know happy couples?  Do you know rough couples?  Do you know divorced families?  What makes the differences?  How do you want your marriage to be?  
· 
· Who is the Greatest and Whoever Is not Against Us Is for Us (9:33-41)
· Picture what happened.  The apostles argued on the way to Capernaum who was the greatest among themselves.  Jesus’ answer?  “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”  Why?  Someone not associated with the apostles drove out demons in Jesus’ name, and John stopped him since he was not one of them.  Jesus’ answer?  
· Why would the disciples argue on this topic?  
· Even the mother of John and James asked Jesus “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom” (Matthew 20:21).  Also, “when the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers” (Matthew 21:24).  Did they know what they were talking about?  Maybe they had focused too much on the glory Jesus showed when exerting his power, not aware of the sacrifice he was heading to.  
· The topic was particularly timely since among the twelve, three had the special privilege of being with Jesus during his transfiguration.  
· What is our purpose to follow Jesus?  
· How would we measure greatness in our society?  Income?  Position?  Power?  House?  Car?  Degree?  Health?  
· How would God measure greatness of a person?  “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”  Why?  
· Love!  
· Humbly caring for people of lowly status out of obedience to Christ (“in my name”) will be rewarded by rich personal fellowship with both the Son and the Father.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Serve people.
· He was not one of us.  
· This can be viewed as a direct continuation from the previous paragraph.  After hearing what Jesus said in verse 37, John wanted to clarify how to view other disciples, including those they are not familiar with.  
· The disciples are to focus on their task and leave the rest up to God, not being quick to criticize others who also follow Christ but who do not belong to their group.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What should be the relationship between us and Christians of a different churches or different denominations?  Are all the churches good?  The basis: Apostle’s Creed and returning to God in prayer.  
· Discussion.  
· If everyone wants to be a small bolt or nut, is that good?  Do we need leaders in the society?  In UCBSG?  If so, what should the leaders do?  How to strike a balance and be a good, humble, and loving servant of God?  
· Examples?  Sunday school teachers.  

· Causing to Sin (9:42-50)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus explained the importance of a good Christian life to nonbelievers.  
· “Little ones” can refer either to infants or to insignificant believers.  Derailing the faith of those of little worldly importance, for example, through an inconsiderate, egotistical use of power, calls for the most severe punishment.  The Reformation Study Bible.  
· Cut it off.    
· Jesus does not mean that people should literally cut off those body parts, for the literal removal of them cannot remove the root of sin in the heart (see Mark 7:20–23; 9:45).  Jesus’ words serve as a sober warning concerning the severity of sin, which can lead to hell and fire that is not quenched (Mark 8:35–37; 9:47–48).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Have salt in yourselves.  
· The image of salt describes true discipleship.  Salt is a preservative.  Jesus is telling his disciples to use humility and service to preserve the peace of the churches, rather than dividing it through a desire to be great.  The Reformation Study Bible.  
· What is the preservative among us today in a church, to keep the mutual relationship harmonic and fresh?  Love!  

· Divorce (10:1-12)  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus left Capernaum, and went into the region of Judea and then across the Jordan.  Over there, Pharisees asked him about divorce.  A lively conversation among the Pharisees, Jesus, and the disciples then took place.  Can you understand?  
· And he left there.  Jesus sets out on his final journey from Galilee to Jerusalem.  He returns to the area north of Jericho where his ministry began.  He continues to focus his ministry on teaching, as was his custom.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did Pharisees ask this question?  
· The question of the Pharisees was hostile.  It was for unlawful divorce and remarriage that John the Baptist denounced Herod Antipas and Herodias, and this rebuke cost him first imprisonment and then his life.  Jesus was now within Herod’ jurisdiction, and the Pharisees may have hoped that Jesus’ reply would cause the tetrarch to seize him as he had John.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What do the Ten Commandments teach about marriage?    
· “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant.”  (Exodus 21:14-17).  
· What did Moses say about divorce?    
· Dt 24:1-4.  1 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, 2 and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, 3 and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, 4 then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled.  That would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD.  Do not bring sin upon the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.”  
· There were two schools of Shammai and Hillel over the interpretation of Dt 24:1-4.  Shammai held that ‘something indecent’ meant ‘marital unfaithfulness’ – the only allowable cause for divorce.  Hillel emphasized the preceding clause, ‘who becomes displeasing to him.’  He would allow a man to divorce his wife if she did anything he disliked – even if she burned his food while cooking it.  Jesus clearly took the side of Shammai, but only after first pointing back to God’s original ideal of marriage in Ge 1:27; 2:24.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Which school is right in your eye?  
· Do you know God’s original ideal of marriage?  
· Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  
· Genesis 2:24 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  
· “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another” – Here and in Luke 16:18 Jesus does not include the phrase “except for sexual immorality” as in Matt. 5:32 and 19:9.  The most likely reason is that there was no dispute or disagreement among Jews, or in Greek or Roman culture, that adultery was a legitimate ground for divorce, and Jesus is not addressing that issue here.  The disputes were over the many other causes for divorce, so Jesus gave a blanket statement about all the other causes without explicitly specifying what everyone already agreed was true.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How should we view divorced people getting married?    
· Pastor Secker: “Divorce is always contrary to God’s intention and a sin and should be resisted with every means possible.  But marriages occur that should never occur and some marriages cannot be held together no matter what is tried.  In those situations, people will want to get divorce and many will want to remarry.  They can do that according to state laws.  If the Church bans them from Communion (as the RC Church does) and declare that their new marriage is not a marriage but an adulterous relationship, many will simply follow the state laws and leave the church, along with their children if they have any.  
· So if a divorced person (whether I counseled with him or her prior to the divorce or not) comes to me and asks me if I will perform his or her marriage to someone else, this is what I do: I teach him or her what Jesus tells us about marriage and what happens in it and how he condemns divorce for any reason.  Then I ask if it is possible for him or her to reunite with his or her former spouse (often he or she is already re-married, making this impossible).  I also ask about what efforts he or she put forth to make the first marriage last (counseling, etc.).  If I am convinced that a remarriage is not possible, then I ask if he or she confesses that they were at least in part responsible for the divorce (ask them to be specific about how), repent, and promise with the help of God to amend his or her life and not let this happen again.  If he or she puts all of the blame on his or her former spouse (as many do), I refuse to perform the marriage.  But if I believe that he or she is truly repentant and do not want to let this happen again, I absolve them in accord with John 20:23, and do consent to perform their marriage.”  
· Discussion
· Comparing to the Scripture quoted by Jesus, what are the root causes as you see in today’s problematic families?  
· How can we have a blessed family/marriage?  Can we save a marriage by setting a set of rules or regulations?  Any practical suggestions?  

· Wrapping Up 
· How should we live a life as a Christian?
· Do you want to have a sweet marriage?  Do you want to inherit eternal life?  Do you want your major difficulties to be resolved?  These are tough things to achieve.  However, “with man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”  Let us accept the free gift of salvation and follow Jesus.
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