Mark 12, The Great Debate: Jesus vs. Pharisees and Sadducees, 1/29/2016   

· Opening
· As a student, did you ever try to test your teachers about their capabilities or knowledge?  What questions did you ask?  Were the answers satisfactory?  How about college professors?  As a teaching assistant, were you ever tested by students?  How were you tested?  Did you pass the test?  <interesting question>
· Many of you live in a dorm or an apartment.  Do you pay rent on time?  What will happen if you don’t?  Do you treat it as your own property and keep it in a good shape?  What happen if you don’t keep it in a good shape?  From a different perspective, if you have a decent place to rent or sublet to others, who are ideal tenants?  Who are bad tenants?  <Another interesting one>
· Do you believe in resurrection?  If so, how would life look like after resurrection?  At that time, do you still want to marry your current spouse, or the marriage in this life is long enough?  
· Last time we studied Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem – a high point of his ministry, the subsequent cleansing of the temple, and questioning by Jewish religious leaders about his authority for cleansing the temple.  Along the way is the important episode of the cursed fig tree and the related discussion about faith.  
· Tonight, we shall see the subsequent exchanges between Jesus and Jewish leaders.  In the exchanges, Jesus focused on his way to the cross, while Jewish leaders tried to trap him on the issues of tax and resurrection.  After the exchanges, Jesus reflected on a widow’s offering.  Many exciting things to find out.  Read the Bible.  

· The Parable of the Tenants (12:1-12)  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus spoke to the crowds in parable about a landlord, a vineyard, the tenants, the landlord’s servants, and finally his son.  Can you picture what happened?  
· Are the tenants good tenants?  Evil.  What should the landlord do?  
· Who did the tenants represent?  Jewish leaders.  Landlord?  God.  Servants?  Prophets.  The son?  Jesus himself.  Vineyard?  Israel (Isa 5:1-2).  
· Did this parable well reflect the situation at that time?    
· Yes.  This parable answered the question raised by the Jewish religious leaders in 11:28 about by what authority Jesus cleansed the Temple.  
· Furthermore, the parable exposed the planned attempt on Jesus’ life, and God’s judgment on the planners.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What is the meaning of verses 10 and 11?  ESV Study Bible.  
· At the time of Jesus, Ps. 118:22–23 was already known as a messianic psalm.  The opponents of Jesus can thus understand what he means: the “stone” refers to the Messiah.  
· Builders refer to the leaders of Israel.  Rejected echoes the theme of the persecution of the prophets of God.  The new Israel (or faithful Israel) will accept the Son as the rightful messenger, heir, and cornerstone of the messianic kingdom.  
· Both Mark 12:9 and 12:10 speak of reversal: in v. 9 God transfers responsibility for his people to “others,” and in v. 10 the rejected messianic “stone” is divinely vindicated and established as the cornerstone of a new building.  
· The above corresponds to the tension between Jesus and his opponents and the overall saving work of God despite the rebellion of his people.  If we think ourselves as God’s people, do we care for God’s messages or messengers? What would be your reaction to indicate that you do care for God’s message? Are you willing to follow what HE said? Are you rejecting HIS messages that your salvation is through trusting Him?
· Why did Jesus tell this parable and what was he trying to convey?  
· His time has come, and this parable was to make another announcement about Jesus’ Messianic status. If Messiah (Jesus) comes to us, are we welcoming or rejecting HIM?
· It also points out that God’s wisdom – Jesus’ way to the cross, is higher than the wisdom of the world.  The salvation through the “stone” rejected by the “builders,” as opposed to salvation through political and military means, “is marvelous in our eyes.”  
· Discussion
· What are the implications on us?  This parable indirectly points out the severity if we reject God’s salvation and commission.  Pastor Ju-Ta Pan.  

· Paying Taxes to Caesar (12:13-17)
· Picture what happened.  The Pharisees and Herodians tried to trap Jesus.  They first wanted to set up a high standard in verse 14, and then asked the question in verse 15.  Can you understand the question and the rationale behind for asking it?
· Herodians were influential Jews who were loyal the Herodian dynasty, meaning they were supporters of Rome, from which the Herods received their authority.  Pharisees and Herodians usually did not get along well.  Here they joined forces in opposing Jesus because they feared he might have an unsettling political influence on the people.  NIV Study Bible.
· If we were there and were presented with this question, how would we answer it?  
· Why was this question a trap?  How did Jesus answer the question?  (Pastor Ju-Ta Pan): 
· If Jesus said yes to pay taxes to Caesar, he would lose his reputation for Israel could not tolerate their Messiah to be the one who showed loyalty to Rome government.  (Pharisees would stand ahead to play the accuser).  If Jesus said no, he would take a risk to be punished by government (Herodians would play the accusers).  This is the reason for the collaboration of Pharisees and Herodians here).
· The meaning of Jesus’ demanding a silver coin: For people who were loyal to Jewish tradition and religion, they would not bring silver coins with them since they refused to use silver coin in their daily life.  They were only forced to use it for paying taxes.  Jesus asked them to take out the silver coins implies that they had no right to accuse Jesus betraying their tradition if he said yes because they acted the same way.  This demand was mainly to the trap set by Herodians.  
· The answer was also to respond to Pharisees as they mixed religion with politics by giving a political significance of being faithful to God.  Jesus said that these two should be treated separately.  Therefore, even Jesus said yes, it should not be blamed from religious respect.  
· Jesus does not discuss the question of whether the current Roman governance is just or unjust, but he does imply that it is right to pay taxes to Caesar.  God's kingdom, however, transcends all of these “things.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· This exchange again points out the differences between God’s salvations through the cross vs. people’s salvation through political, military, or economical means.  What is the scope of God’s Kingdom?  What is his reign over His people?  Look at the crusade in history.  We want to be God’s army, but we need to be aware of the subtle and unique sense of it.  
· Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.  In our life, what are “Caerar’s” and what are God’s?  Shall we pay taxes?  Should we obey laws of this world, in the States or in China?  Shall God’s house be a house of prayer for all nations?  Shall we worship God and get close to Him each day?  

· Marriage at the Resurrection (12:18-27)
· The Sadducees asked a tricky and thought provoking question about marriage and resurrection.  Could you picture what the question is?  Seven brothers with a single wife and the “Levirate law.”  What is going on here?  
· Background.  
· Sadducees were a Jewish party that represented the wealthy and sophisticated classes.  They were located largely in Jerusalem and made the temple and its administration their primary interest.  Though they were small in number, in Jesus’ time they exerted powerful political and religious influence.  
· They denied the resurrection, accepted only the five books of Moses as authoritative, and flatly rejected the oral tradition.  These beliefs set them against the Pharisees and common Jewish piety.  NIV Study Bible.  Now they also joined forces with the Pharisees and Herodians.  
· V. 19.  The reference (Dt 25:5-6) is to levirate law (from Latin Levir, ‘brother-in-law’), which was given to protect the widow and guarantee continuance of the family line.”  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did the Sadducees ask this question?  
· If there were no answer to the seven brothers and one wife marriage question at resurrection, then there would be no resurrection, and what Jesus preached would be wrong.  
· How did Jesus answer the question?  
· Use the Book of Moses, the one that they believed.  
· Is there resurrection?  In the account of the bush, see Ex 3.1-6.  Jesus used the present tense (“I am…”) to justify that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were not really dead – they were “sleeping,” and would wake up at a later date.  
· “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”  1Co 15:51-52.  
· Is there marriage after resurrection?  
· No.  Why not?  “The final resurrection is the transformation of the physical universe, and the creation mandate of marriage and reproduction will no longer be appropriate.”  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Why were Sadducees wrong?  ESV Study Bible.  
· The Sadducees are wrong on two counts: they know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God.  
· The Sadducees falsely assumed marriage in heaven.  Interpersonal relationships in heaven are similar to the relationships of angels.  
· Citing the OT “Scriptures,” Jesus explains the full “power of God” when it comes to the dead being raised.  As the God of Abraham … Isaac, and … Jacob (i.e., the faithful, covenant-keeping God), HE is the God of the living (Ex. 3:15–16; 4:5).  Abraham therefore continues to exist and to enjoy the blessings of God's covenant (cf. Rom. 8:35–39), and hence will also be raised from the dead.  
· Discussion
· Do you understand the key aspects of life after resurrection?  Are you interested in finding them out?  Although it is difficult to imagine life after resurrection, there are clues.  Jesus is the first fruit of resurrection, and examining what Jesus did after his resurrection would shed lights on our life after resurrection.  See Lk 24 and Jn 20 and 21.  Also see 1Co 15 for more detailed discussions.  

· The Greatest Commandment (12:28-34)
· Picture what happened.  As a result of the above discussion, a teacher of the law, who were well versed in the law and believed in resurrection and all the traditions, asked another question.  Among all the commandments (too many for him), which is the most important?  
· How did Jesus respond?    
· Going back to the spirit of the law.  Compare the Ten Commandments (Ex 20:1-17) vs. Jesus answer.  Can you see the differences?  Jesus’ answer was taken from Dt. 6:4 and Lev 19:18.  
· What Jesus said in the above is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices, which could be performed at a superficial level.  “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”  Ps 51:16-17.  
· What is the relationship between loving God and loving people?  Loving God is the driving force for loving people.
· Did the teacher of the law enter the kingdom of God?    
· Not quite yet, at least at that moment.  Jesus said “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  Why?  He hadn’t accepted the salvation from God but was instead trying to enter the kingdom of God by following the laws.  
· Discussion
· This passage expresses the spirit of Christian ethics, which is different from Legalism.  Christian ethics is based on the foundation of love God and others.  All the codes of Law are based on it and their application should accord with this spirits.  Pastor Ju-Ta Pan.  
· What does it mean for us to love the Lord with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and with all our strength?  What does it mean for us to love our neighbor as ourselves?  Should we at least set aside quality time each day to know Him in our busy daily schedule?  

· Whose Son Is the Christ (12:29-37)
· Picture what happened.  Now is Jesus turn to ask questions.  What did he ask?  What does the question mean?  Why this question?  What should be the answer?
· The question is taken from Ps. 110:1.    
· Isaiah 11:1-3 tells us that the Messiah is a descendant of David.  NIV Study Bible.  
· The Lord (Hb. Yahweh) grants to David's Lord (Hb. ’Adonay) an exclusive place of honor at his right hand and helps David's Lord overcome his enemies.  Jesus anticipates being exalted to the right hand of God, and thus he far transcends any expectation of a merely political, Davidic messiah.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Then who could the Jesus be?  
· We see that God surpasses our linear concept of time.  

· Beware of the Scribes and the Widow’s Offering (12:38-44) 
· Picture what happened.  Can you see the interesting but appalling contrast between teachers of the law and the widow?
· Small copper coins (Gk. lepta [plural]; a lepton was a Jewish coin worth about 1/128th of a denarius, which was a day's wage for a laborer) are valued at a fraction of a cent.  The poor widow gave more than all the rich people, according to God's evaluation, for she gave everything she had, while the rich gave from their surplus.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Our resources are gifts by God, and we should love the Lord with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and with all our strength.  
· Should we offer money only?  No.  Time and effort as well, even in our busiest time.  How much should we offer so that God will be delighted? 
· What is the difference between this widow and the scribes? 

· Wrapping Up 
· The dialogue between Jesus and Jews presents the differences of the gospel and the laws applied at that time.  It also provides the opportunity for us to know the spirit of Christian faith and how different it is from religions and our customs.  Pastor Ju-Ta Pan.  
· Hope that when we pray, when we study the Bible, and when we discuss issues, we will focus more and more on Jesus and his salvation through the cross, and less on legalistic issues or on our own needs.  Let us love the Lord with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and with all our strength; and love our neighbor as ourselves.  Let this be our New Year’s resolutions to be lasted till the end of the age.
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