
Mark 14:1-52, The Last Supper and Jesus Arrested, 2/14/2014  
· Opening
· Have you heard about the Jewish festival the Passover?  What is it about?  This Jewish festival commemorating the time when the angel of the Lord passed over the homes of the Hebrews rather than killing their firstborn sons as he did in the Egyptian homes.  The lambs used in the feast were killed on the 14th of the Nisan (March-April), and the meal was eaten the same evening between sundown and midnight.  Since the Jewish day began at sundown, the Passover Feast took place on the “15th” of Nisan.  Feast of Unleavened Bread.  This feast followed Passover and lasted seven days (see Ex 12:15-20; 23:15; 34:18; Dt 16:1-8).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Have you heard about the famous painting “the Last Supper”?  Have you seen it?  Who painted it?  What is the story behind?  How is it related to the Passover in the Old Testament?  
· Last time we saw Jesus prophesying the destruction of the temple and the coming of the end of the age as triggered by a comment from one of his disciples as they were leaving the temple.  The end of the age has excited so many people over so many generations.  We hope that our discussions also got you excited, and let you start looking into some of the issues, and begin to understand God's plan for us.  Tonight, we shall continue our study of Jesus’ road to the cross, including Jesus’ being anointed at Bethany, everything you want to know about the last supper, Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s denial, how Jesus was arrested, how he was tried, and what happened to Peter when Jesus was on trial.  A crucial point of God’s salvation plan.  Read the Bible.  
· Jesus Anointed at Bethany (14:1-11)  
· Picture what happened.  Time: Around the Passover.  The Jewish religious leaders intended to kill Jesus; a woman anointed Jesus when he was at house of Simon the Leper; people disgruntled about her action; and Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus.  
· Why did the Jewish religious leaders want to kill Jesus?  When did they want to carry this out and why?  “Not during the feast, or the people may riot.”  
· When did they actually carry out their plan?  The Last Supper was Thursday evening (or the Jewish Friday since a Jewish day began at sun down), and Jesus was arrested that evening after praying at Gethsemane.  He was then crucified the next day (or the same Jewish day), the Passover Friday, during the feast.  Why?  The opportunity provided by Judas.  
· With the above timeframe in mind, the woman’s anointing Jesus at the house of Simon the Leper was indeed preparing for his burial, and her action seemed to be inspired from on high and out of her deep love and respect for Jesus ~ in sharp contrast to people’s disgruntling about her and the disciples’ actions, including Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial.  
· Who was that woman?  Mary of Bethany, the sister of Martha and Lazarus (from John 12:3).  
· Alabaster jar.  A sealed flask with a long neck that was broken off when the contents were used and that contained enough ointment for one application.  Nard.  A perfume made from the aromatic oil extracted from the root of a plant grown chiefly in India.  NIV Study Bible.  Expensive, worth more than a year’s wages (14:5).  
· Did those disgruntled people really want to sell the perfume and give the money to the poor?  Not necessarily.  
· Although this event might happen a few days earlier as recorded in the Gospel of John, her deed was amazing.  Historically there were two situations where anointment was used: in an inauguration of holiness or in a burial.  Jesus is the “Anointed One” (Messiah), but the latter meaning fits the circumstance even better.  Mary might not understand the full meaning of this action from a retrospect point of view, but she surely sensed something huge was going to happen.  
· Interesting to note that Mary had been keen on Jesus’ words.  Luke 10:38-42.  “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”  It seemed that Mary took Jesus’ words to her heart, including the prediction of his death, but others did not do as much.  
· Contrary to Mary, some disciples who were present objected to this action, and we know that Judas was among them (John 12:4).  How could their opinions be so different?  Anything related to their views on Jesus?  
· If somebody is helping out the Bible Study or the Church, let us support but not object to him/her.  Dr. Bell.  
· Discussion  
· Do we understand our parents’ minds?  Do we understand our girlfriend’s, boyfriend’s, or spouse’ mind?  How could we better understand their minds?  Do we understand God’s mind or are we so busy in pursuing many things, including serving Him), but could not listen to Him?  How could we better understand His mind like what Mary?  
· Do we often use time, money, or resources that should had been dedicated to God for our own purposes?  Is this similar to “give the money to the poor”?  Do we sometimes betray Jesus also?  
· Mary’s action was recorded in three books of gospel except for Luke. Jesus highly praised her action. What is the thing that we do highly valued by God?
· The Lord’s Supper (14:11-26)
· Picture what happened.  Preparation for the Lord’s Supper ~ the Passover dinner taking place on Thursday night; Jesus’ prediction of the betrayal and the apostles’ responses; and the breaking of bread and the drinking of the cup.  
· Dramatic way of arranging the Passover dinner: 
· Man carrying a jar.  He would easily be identified because customarily only women carried water jars.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Jesus could and indeed exercise on earth divine powers of knowledge.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· It was a Jewish custom that anyone in Jerusalem who had a room available would give it upon request to a pilgrim to celebrate the Passover.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Passover lamb 14:12.  The tradition from the first Passover: one year old male without defect to be roasted over the fire and to be eaten along with bitter herbs and bread made without yeast (Ex 12:1-16).  Symbolizing Jesus’ death on the cross for all of us as a sacrificial lamb.  
· Unleavened Bread.  This feast symbolized the removal of sin in the life of Israelite believers.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Have you ever had a “working dinner”?  Did you enjoy that?  What happened during this particular Passover dinner?  Why did Jesus raise the betrayal issue?  What were the reactions of the disciples?  “Surely not I?”  What was the subtext under that?  
· John 13:21-30.  ‘Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.”  Then dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.  As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  “What you are about to do, do quickly.”’  Was Jesus clear enough in identifying the betrayer?  Did other disciples found out who the betrayer was?  No.  Why not?  Were they too much self-centered?  Not me!  Were they overwhelmed by sadness?  Were they not sensitive enough?  Or is it too difficult to detect such a subtle action in a feast?  
· What did Judas do?  ‘As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out.  And it was night.’  Judas’ action here followed his agreement with the Jewish religious leaders described in 14:10-11.  
· Was Jesus’ suffering and death caused by Judas?  Yes or no.  Would Jesus still die on the cross if Judas had not been born?  Yes.  God’s plan of salvation.  “The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him.”  “The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”  Mk 12:11.  
· Institution of the Lord’s Supper.  Breaking the bread and drinking the cup symbolize Jesus’ body and blood poured out for many.  He was the true sacrificial lamb of the Passover, and we nowadays use the bread and the cup to continue remembering Him.  “This is my blood of the covenant” – a new covenant was established for God’s people.  This is also where the name “New Testament” was from.  What is exactly the covenant?  Do you also feel the calling from it?  
· V. 25.  Jesus is hereby predicting the imminence of His death, and expresses His faith in God who will not abandon Him in death.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Now the Lord’s Supper is celebrated in churches around the world, and at SCCC first Sunday of each month.  Meanings?  Co 11:23-34: 
· In remembrance of Jesus, and proclaiming his death until he comes.  
· Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.  Therefore we need to examine ourselves before we eat the bread and drink the cup.  
· Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial (14:27-31)
· Picture what happened.  Peter’s declaration that he would not fall away and Jesus’ answer.  
· Jesus was on his way to the cross.  What would happen to his disciples?  “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered,” Zech 13:7.  
· What did Peter say?  What did actually happen?  See end of the chapter.  Why?  What happened to other disciples?  
· What did Jesus say?  “But when I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”  Jesus foretold his resurrection, and showed his care for the disciples and people of the world.  
· What eventually happened to them so that they re-gained courage and served the Lord in a new capacity?  Jesus’ resurrection and the calling of the Holy Spirit.  
· Discussion  
· Can we trust our own strengths?  For example, holding a baby in our arms in a car.  Doesn’t matter what we say, is that safe?  We indeed cannot rely on our own strengths, since our strengths are not reliable.  God knows that.  
· Have faith in God and trust Him.  Just as what Jesus said in 13:11.  Let our old self die with Jesus and our new life resurrect with Jesus, and let us follow the calling of the Holy Spirit.  
· Gethsemane (14:32-42)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus prayed at Gethsemane with Peter, James, and John; and the disciples’ eyes were heavy – three times.  What did Jesus pray and why?  
· Gethsemane.  A garden or orchard on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives, one of Jesus’ favorite places.  The name is Hebrew and means “oil press,” i.e., a place for squeezing the oil from olives.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Why did Jesus ask the disciples to keep watch?  A major event was about to happen as Jesus had told them.  Should they pray for Jesus and for themselves?  This follows 13:37, “What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”  
· Why did Jesus pray that “Take this cup from me.  Yet not what I will, but what you will”?  John 1:14.  
· This cup.  The chalice of death and of God’s wrath that Jesus took from the Father’s hand in fulfillment of his mission.  What Jesus dreaded was not death as such, but the manner of his death as the one who was taking the sin of mankind upon himself.  NIV Study Bible.  
· “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  As a human being, Jesus had our feelings, yet, as the Son of God, he was obedient to God the Father.  This also demonstrates that we can bring everything to God, as long as we are obedient.  
· His death and resurrection would complete God’s salvation plan.  
· Discussion 
· Why were the disciples’ eyes heavy?  The food was too good at the Last Supper?  Time was too late?  The day was too long and they were too tired?  The surrounding was too quite?  Did they truly understand the urgency of the situation, see 14:25?  This seems to be in stark contrast with what Mary did when she anointed Jesus on the head with perfume as described in 14:3-9.  
· Let us learn how to pray from Jesus’ prayer at Gethsemane: Yet not what I will, but what you will.  Let us also understand our positions in the world now, and “watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”  
· Jesus Arrested (14:43-52)  
· Picture what happened.  Judas led an armed crowd to arrest Jesus; kiss of death; one of the disciples cut off an ear of the servant of the high priest; and everyone deserted Jesus and fled.  Sign.  
· Crowd armed with swords and clubs.  Auxiliary police or servants of the court assigned to the task of maintaining public order beyond the precincts of the temple.  The fact that some carried clubs suggests that they were conscripted at the last moment.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What was Judas’ signal for the armed crowd: A kiss.  
· Who cut off an ear of the servant of the high priest?  Peter; and the servant’s name was Malchus (John 18:10).  Jesus then “touched the man’s ear and healed him” (Luke 22:51).  
· V. 48.  “Am I leading a rebellion?”  How did the Jewish religious leaders view Jesus?  Why did they send the armed crowd to arrest Jesus?  
· The Jewish religious leaders believed that their religious, economic, and possibly political positions and statues were threatened.  Also, John 18:14, “Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people.”  This was indeed what happened as God planned – one man died for the people.  
· V. 49.  “But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”  Perhaps a reference to Isaiah 53, or more particularly to Zec 13:7, quoted by Jesus in V. 27 “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”  NIV Study Bible.  A more direct thing is Jesus’ arrest, which led to the fulfillment of God’s salvation plan.  
· Why did everyone flee?  How about Peter?  He also ran away, however, he later did come back, see verses 66-72.  
· V. 51.  Who is the young man?  Not specifically identified, but his anonymity may suggest that this was Mark, writer of this Gospel.  NIV Study Bible.
If we were there, what would we do?  

· Wrapping Up 
· This is a sad and dark episode where the rulers of the world held the power.  Hope that the discussion would help us see that Jesus was the sacrificial Passover lamb, and was ready to die for the sins of all of us.  
· Like the Jews, Chinese in North America have sort of gone through the Passover and the Exodus process physically.  Have we gone through the process spiritually?  Are we in the Kingdom of God or are we still wondering in the desert?  How many more years should we still wander in the desert?  Shall we come home now?  Accept the Passover lamb’s sacrifice for our sins, and accept Jesus the Christ as our savior now.  
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