Mark 4:35~5:20, the LORD of natural and spiritual realms, 			10/30/15   

· Opening
· How do you define a miracle? Something happens “unexpected” or “unnaturally”? Have you seen any miracle? If so, what happened? How did the miracle help you? How did you rationalize what happened? Do you believe your interpretation? Was it important?
· Have you ever been in a flight in a turbulent flow, being tossed up and down? What was your feeling? What could you do? Were you worried? 
· What is your idea about spiritual realm? Does it exist? Is it important to you if it does exist? Why and why not? If the spiritual realm does exist, what is it like in your opinion?
· Last time, we talked about the Kingdom of God through the parable of the sower, a lamp on a stand, the parable of the growing seed, and then the parable of the mustard seed.  Do you still remember the key points there?  What is the Kingdom of God?  In the Bible Kingdom means rule or reign, not a territory.  So the Kingdom of God is the rule or reign of God.  We speak of three kingdoms or ways of ruling: His kingdom or reign of power (this is operative now), of grace (or the Holy Spirit, this is his acting on our hearts through the Word, and of glory (when he comes again).  “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”  Open our ears, eyes, and most importantly, open our hearts to God, and the Holy Spirit will guide us to all the truth and to the Kingdom of God, in this life and beyond. Tonight, we will talk about two miracles that Jesus performed and their implications in the Kingdom of God.
· Jesus Calms the Storm (4:35-41)
· Picture what happened.  Jesus and the disciples crossed the lake and encountered storm.  The disciples were terrified, and Jesus rebuked the wind and then the wind died down.  
· Nature Miracle, Exorcism, and Healing.  Jesus continues to demonstrate his authority over laws of nature, the demonic world, and sickness.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Asleep on the cushion is an eyewitness detail included only in Mark, no doubt conveyed to him personally by Peter.  Jesus’ sleeping indicates lack of fear and also great fatigue, a reminder of his true humanity.  The disciples’ fear of perishing is greater than their confidence in the presence of Jesus.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What the disciples reacted to the storm was common and truthfully. I (Mu-Ping) believed they were doing the right things to save their lives. However, the complaint to Jesus that He did not care for them was a reflection of their lacking of faith – imaging Jesus was with them, if they were to drown he would have been as well. We have to realize the most important thing in our life is to be sure Jesus is on the same boat with us – we are doing what he commends us to do. Then HE will take the full responsibility.
· Discussion
· If you were one of the disciples on the boat, what would you do?  Would you have faith in Jesus?  What kind of faith?  Who is Jesus?  
· Are we now experiencing a storm in our life?  Should we invite Jesus to be on our boat and have faith in Him?  What do we mean by trusting Him?

· The Healing of a Demon-possessed Man (5:1-20)  
· Picture what happened.  Jesus and his disciples went to the region of Gerasenes.  A man with an evil spirit.  “Legion.”  Herd of pigs drowned.  People pleaded with Jesus to leave the region.  The man got healed began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him.
· Where is Gerasenes?  Look up the map.  A region lived by gentiles who raised pigs possibly for food, which Jewish people viewed as unclean.  How about Decapolis?  
· What is the condition of the demon-possessed man?  Pity and humiliated.  How could that man recognize Jesus?  Through a “legion of demons.”  A Roman legion was made up of 6,000 men.  It is interesting to observe that demons recognized Jesus before humans, and they also knew better than humans that they would be defeated by Jesus at the end.  
· Cutting himself.  The goal of demons is to destroy the person created in the image of God.  The man’s demonization is evident in his social isolation, superhuman strength, and self-destructive tendencies.  ESV Study Bible.  
· When the man ran and fell down before Jesus, it may indicate an involuntary submission of the demons to Jesus’ greater power, or that the man himself longed to be free of the demonic influence, or some of both.  In either case, the demon immediately takes over the man’s voice.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did the demons request Jesus “swear to god that you won’t torture me” and beg “again and again” not to send them out of the area?     
· The demons sensed that they were to be punished and used the strongest basis for an oath that they knew.  They were fearful of being sent into eternal punishment.  
· What happened eventually?  Though Jesus seemingly consented to the demons’ request, the pigs carried them into the depths of the sea – perhaps symbolic of the Abyss.  NIV Study Bible.  
· What did those attending the pigs do?  How about the villagers?  Why did they plead with Jesus to leave the region?  
· The villager’s reaction was probably significantly influenced by their loss of pigs, and might also be affected by the fact that Jesus was a Jew.  Do they value a “born again” person or the pigs?  Or were they afraid to have the “light of the world” to be among them?  
· What did that demon-possessed man want to do?  He wanted to follow Jesus.  Why didn’t Jesus take him but encouraged him to “spread the word” instead?  They were not in the Jewish territory.  This is the first time so far in Mark and will be the only case for quite some time till the end.  
· From the death of the pigs, can we see how powerful the legion of evil spirits was?  Can we then see the suffering of that person possessed by the evil spirits?  Would you happy for him cured by Jesus?  
· Discussion
· If we were one of the villagers, what would we do?  Would we welcome Jesus to be among us?  Why or why not?  
· How about if we were that demon-possessed man?  What would be our feeling toward our villagers?  
· It is a pity that the villagers missed an opportunity to know better about Jesus.  Many of us are doing exactly the same thing today: Even though we appreciate the wisdom and truth of the Gospel, we are reluctant to fully accept Him as our lord because we worry about losing our “flexibility” for a free-style life.  – Key point to discuss or even ask around “will you be willing to accept Jesus in your heart”
· The healed man is some role model for us to learn from.  He is not contented with his reclaimed healthy life but asked to follow Jesus.  We are sure that he was not looking for being a medical apprentice, but a disciple.  He realized the spiritual value of Jesus to his life.  We may have previously been blessed by God too on many individual matters, did we recognize His power and love through the experience and decide to follow Him?  
· Wrapping Up 
· Will you invite Jesus to your life (your boat) so you do not have to worry about the difficulties in your life may crush you? If you want to do so, let us know. A simple prayer will bring you to HIM. 
· Jesus went to a gentile region to show HIS grace was not only for the Jews but for the world. What will be our response to HIS grace? Reject or Receive?
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