1 Corinthians Chapter 9, 5/1/2015

Opening
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Have you seen UCONN women’s basketball team in action?  Are they good?  Do you like them?  
· What makes them good?  Do you think they will be good next year?  
· You know Olympic Games.  It has a long history.  What was the second in fame to the Olympic Games in ancient Greece?  
· The Isthmian Games or Isthmia were one of the Panhellenic Games of Ancient Greece, and were named after the isthmus of Corinth, where they were held.  The Isthmian Games were held both the year before and the year after the Olympic Games (the second and fourth years of an Olympiad).  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isthmian_Games 
· We are searching for a pastor.  What is the appropriate range for his/her salary?  Why?  
· Is it strange to see pastors driving BMW or Mercedes?  Why or why not?  
· How much are you willing to pay for a Bible?  Why?  
· Do you love to preach the gospel?  How do you do it?  Are you gifted at it?  
· What is a good preacher?  How can you be a good preacher?  
· What are the rights that you have as a student, a professional, a member of a family, a person with advanced education, or a Christian with good understanding of the Bible?  
· Do you exercise those rights?  
· Who is the most arrogant person that you have ever seen?  Is arrogance good?  
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[image: https://readinginterrupted.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/800px-07athletengrab.jpg]
http://readinginterrupted.com/tag/isthmian-games/

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Paul’s Rights as an Apostle (9:1-18) 
· What did we study last time?  Concerning food sacrificed to idols.  Are issues resolved?  
· 1 Cor. 9:1 Am I not free?  Paul offers his own willingness to give up his rights for the spiritual benefit of the Corinthians as an example that those with superior “knowledge” (8:1–2) should follow (see 10:23–11:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 9:2 seal.  Seals in the ancient Near East were used to guarantee the quality and authenticity of a document (such as a letter) or product (such as wine).  The change that Paul’s preaching of the gospel effected in the hearts of the Corinthians shows that his apostleship is genuine.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 9:4–5 right.  Paul used the same word (Gk. exousia) in 8:9 for the supposed “right” of Corinthians with superior “knowledge” to eat meals in pagan temples.  As an apostle whose primary vocation was proclaiming the gospel and establishing churches, Paul had the right to receive material support from those churches and to travel with a wife (if he were married).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 9:9 Deut. 25:4.
· 1 Cor. 9:15 I have made no use.  Boasting. Paul uses this word not in its usual sense of pride that steals glory from God (see 1 Cor. 1:29) but rather as expressing a rightful sense of joy and fulfillment in what God has done through him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What was Paul trying to say?  
· What are your rights?  

Paul’s Use of His Freedom (9:19-23) 
· Principle the same.  Application depends.  
· Discussion 
· What was Paul trying to say?  
· What are your freedom?  

The Need for Self-Discipline (9:24-27) 
· 1 Cor. 9:24–27 Paul frequently uses athletic metaphors to describe the rigors and single-minded focus of his apostolic work to pursue the advancement of the gospel.  The extended metaphor is particularly apt in a letter to Corinth, which was the location of the biennial Isthmian games, at that time second in fame only to the Olympic games.  Paul’s stay in Corinth during his second missionary journey (Acts 18) may have overlapped with the games in either a.d. 49 or 51.  The perishable wreath was a crown of foliage (and therefore quick to wither) which was given to the victor in a public athletic contest.  Paul thinks of his congregations as the victor’s crown that he will wear on the final day.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 9:27 This verse has a long history of misinterpretation in terms of punishing one’s own body as a means of spiritual discipline.  Paul’s language, however, is governed both by the athletic metaphor of the previous two verses and by the physical demands of his apostolic work.  Just as an athlete goes through physical training that is sometimes uncomfortable in order to attain the goal of victory, so Paul endures physical and emotional hardship, and gives up his right to material support, for the gospel’s advancement.  Disqualified in this context means “disqualified from receiving rewards.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· For some Olympians, at the end of an Olympic Game, what is next?  The next game.  For a politicians, after winning an election, what is next?  The next election.  For students, after an examination, what is next?  
· How about for Christians?  Are you serious?  
· What is your race?  Who are your competitors?  How should you prepare for it?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  

Peter Luh, Chunlong Liu, Koh Han Seow and Wei Zhong, 4/30/2015 
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