1 Corinthians Chapter 7, 4/10/2015

Opening
· Who said “食色性也”?  Confucius.  
· Why did he say that?  Do you agree?  
· For those who are still single, do you want to get married?  Why or why not?  
· For those who are married, do you want to get divorced?  Why or why not?  
· What are the divorce rates in the States, China or Taiwan?  Why so high?  
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· Many people took the course “Journey to Intimacy” (親密之旅) last year.  This course, in fact, has been the most popular course offered thus far by China Evangelical Seminary, North America (北美華神) at CGCM.  Why is there such a course?  
· What do people want to learn from this course?  
· Have you heard about the book “Fortress  Besieged” (围城) or its TV series (电视剧, 1990)?  
· 《围城》是钱钟书所著的长篇小说。第一版于1947年由上海晨光出版公司出版。1949年之后，由于政治等方面的原因，本书长期无法在中国大陆和台湾重印，仅在香港出现过盗印本。1980年由作者重新修订之后，在中国大陆地区由人民文学出版社刊印。此后作者又曾小幅修改过几次。《围城》自从出版以来，就受到许多人的推重。由于1949年后长期无法重印，这本书逐渐淡出人们的视野。1960年代，旅美汉学家夏志清在《中国现代小说史》(A History of Modern Chinese Fiction)中对本书作出很高的评价，这才重新引起人们对它的关注。人们对它的评价一般集中在两方面，幽默的语言和对生活深刻的观察。从1990年代开始，也有人提出对本书的不同看法，认为这是一部被“拔高”的小说，并不是一部出色的作品。 (http://book.douban.com/subject/1008145/).  
· 1937年夏，抗战初期方鸿渐到欧洲游学四年回到上海，住在已亡未婚妻的家中，与女博士苏文纨及其表妹唐晓芙小姐发生了情爱纠葛，因此受到丈人家的冷淡。他恋爱失败后，和苏的失意追求者赵辛楣成为好朋友，二人接受内地三闾大学的聘请。一路上历经艰险，也遭遇无数趣事。在三闾大学任教期间，方不知不觉地卷入校内个人恩怨和乡里狭隘观念明争暗斗中，几位同事都反对他，而他和英语助教孙柔嘉日趋亲密更引起他们的嫉妒。赵辛楣离校从商后，方鸿渐被校方排斥。方与孙结婚回沪，但他俩因琐事争吵，终于导致无可避免的分手。所以说，围在城里的人想逃出来，城外的人想冲进去，对婚姻也罢，职业也罢，人生的愿望大都如此。(http://www.youku.com/show_page/id_zcbff19f8962411de83b1.html).  
· What does Bible tell us about the above topics?  Do you want to find out?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Concerning Married Life (7:1-16) 
· 1 Cor. 7:1–11:1 Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter.  Paul now turns to a series of problems raised in a letter from the Corinthians written to him (7:1).  He signals a move from one topic to another with the phrase “now concerning” (7:1, 25; 8:1; the phrase also occurs later at 12:1; 16:1, 12).  He first addresses issues related to marriage, divorce, and one’s lot in life (7:1–24).  He then turns to whether the betrothed and widowed should marry in light of the urgency of the times (7:25–40).  Finally, he discusses food sacrificed to idols (8:1–11:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 7:2–5 the husband … the wife.  God designed marriage as the place for the expression of human sexuality.  Sex within marriage has both relational and spiritual benefits (Gen. 2:24; Eph. 5:31; see also 1 Cor. 6:17).  It also has the practical benefit of reducing the temptation to engage in sexual sin (see 7:9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Genesis 2:24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.  
· 1 Cor. 7:10–11 Why did Paul talk about “gift from God” here?  
· 1 Cor. 7:10–11 Paul now turns to divorce and urges believers to obey the command of the Lord (Matt. 5:32; 19:9; Mark 10:11–12; Luke 16:18) that the wife should not separate from  a believing husband and that the husband should not divorce a believing wife.  Roman law permitted either a husband or a wife to initiate a divorce with no stated cause required.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Matthew 19:9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.
· 1 Cor. 7:12–13 I, not the Lord.  Paul knows the oral tradition of Jesus’ sayings on divorce that were later written down in the Gospels, but he is not aware that Jesus ever spoke specifically to a situation in which one spouse becomes a Christian and the other remains unconverted.  He carefully distinguishes, therefore, between the written words of Jesus as recorded in the Gospels and Paul’s own understanding of how Jesus’ teaching would apply to this new situation.  Paul views his admonition here as authoritative and inspired, not merely as human wisdom (v. 40; cf. 14:37–38).  
· A wife … a husband who is an unbeliever.  Is the believing partner defiled by being married to and having sexual relations with an unbeliever?  Should they divorce?  Clearly the believing partner is not defiled, for Paul says that if the believing partner has any say in the matter, they should not divorce.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 7:15 Let it be so.  Paul advises the Christian spouse not to create strife by trying to manipulate reconciliation with an unbelieving spouse who has left the marriage.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are likely consequences if a couple is separated too far for too long?  Good or bad?  
· What are likely consequences if a person is forbidden to marry but is not gifted in this aspect?  
· What did Paul say and what did Jesus say?  Can you tell the differences?  Which ones are easier to follow?  
· Can Christians divorce?  Matthew 19:1-12.  

Concerning Change of Status (7:17-24) 
· 1 Cor. 7:17 God calls people to himself who are in various situations regarding economics (slavery/freedom), family (divorce/marriage), and religious background (circumcision/ uncircumcision), and often God has a purpose for the new believer in that very situation (see vv. 20, 24).  It is the place to which God has called him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 7:25 the betrothed.  This translates the Greek term for “virgins.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why are these verses here?  How are they related to previous and subsequent verses?  

Concerning the Unmarried (7:25-40) 
· What are the purposes of marriage?  How should husband treat his wife?  How should wife treat his husband?  
· How about unmarried persons?  
· How about a besieged fortress?  For those who are trying to enter or to leave, is it easy to devote the entire life to God only?  
· 1 Cor. 7:26 present distress.  This may refer to the urgency of living in the last days, or to some difficulty, such as famine, that may have been afflicting Corinth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 7:28 “But those who marry will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this.”  Do you agree with what Paul said here?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Cor. 7:33-34 “A married man is concerned about the affairs of this world – how he can please his wife;” and “a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world – how she can please her husband.”  Do you agree?  Are you doing this?  
· 1 Cor. 7:36-38 Two versions.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  
· Discussion 
· Could a Christian date a non-Christian friend?  Why or why not?  

Wrapping up 
· “食色性也” – How should food and sex be managed for the benefit of our life and for bringing us close to God as opposed to being harmful and destroy our relationship with God?  
· What are your favorite verses?  

Peter Luh and Koh Han Seow, 4/9/2015 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2015
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