1 Corinthians Chapter 5, 3/20/2015

Opening
· Under what condition shall a company fire a person, or a school expel a student?  
· Do you remember SARS?  What happened?  How was it handled?  Why?  
· How about avian flu?  
· Last weekend Pastor Phillip Liu of Princeton Church used 3 H’s to describe the life of a Christian, and 3 G’s to describe the traps that a Christian often falls into.  What are those?  
· 3 H’s: Holy, Holy Bible and the Holy Spirit.  Agree?  How crucial are these for Christians and churches?  
· 3 G’s: Glory, Gold, and Girls.  Agree?  Examples?  
· How shall we, as individuals or as a church, deal with our own 3 G issues?  Deal with those who fell in traps of 3 G’s?  
· Previously we learned that we shall be tolerant and not judge others.  Why?  Under what conditions?  Shall things be different under different conditions?  Examples?  
· Let us learn how Paul dealt with a particular case in Corinthians 5.  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Sexual Immorality Defiles the Church (5:1-8) 
· 1 Cor. 5:1–13 Incest, Arrogance, and the Need for Discipline.  Paul first tells the Corinthians that God has set certain boundaries to mark out his people as his own.  The Corinthians need to maintain these boundaries by disciplining a man in their church involved in incest.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 5:1 has his father’s wife.  Not his biological mother but his stepmother; otherwise Paul would have explicitly said so.  Leviticus 18:8 specifically forbids sexual relations between a man and his “father’s wife.”  God’s people are to be distinguished from surrounding nations by following God’s law rather than the customs of those nations (Lev. 18:1–5).  Ironically, the Corinthian Christians were more tolerant of flagrant sin than were the pagans among whom they lived.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 5:2 arrogant.  See v. 6.  The arrogance may arise from the Corinthians’ mistaken “knowledge” that they are somehow free of normal moral constraints (6:12; 10:23).  It is also possible that Paul simply thinks of their characteristic arrogance (1 Cor. 3:21; 4:6, 8, 18–19) as doubly inappropriate in light of the shocking sin in their midst.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 5:5 Deliver this man to Satan probably refers to removing him from the church, since those outside of the church are in Satan’s realm (Luke 4:5–6; Eph. 2:2; 1 John 5:19).  Destruction of the flesh.  Although it is certainly not always the case (cf. John 9:1–3), personal sin sometimes has grave physical consequences (Acts 5:1–11; 1 Cor. 11:29–30).  Spirit may be saved.  The purpose of the discipline was not to punish the man for punishment’s sake but to effect his restoration to the church and eventual salvation (see 1 Tim. 1:20).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Does the Bible tell us not to judge others?  Where and why?  
· Matthew 7:1-5.  
· Luke 6:37-38.  
· Romans 2:1-5.  
· Romans 14:1-4; 8-10.  
· 1 Corinthians 4:4-5.  
· Why did Paul say things differently here?  
· How about ourselves?  How about our congregation?  
· How should we handle un-holy issues in general?  

Dealing with the Case within and outside the Church (5:9-13) 
· 1 Cor. 5:11 not to associate.  See 2 Thess. 3:6, 14.  One purpose here, as in 2 Thessalonians, is redemptive with respect to the person committing the sin.  But another purpose is to avoid giving the appearance of approving sinful conduct, lest reproach be brought on the church and the gospel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 5:13 “Purge … from among you.”  As the newly constituted people of God (10:32), the Corinthians are to follow God’s instructions to Israel for preserving its holiness when flagrant, unrepented-of sin is in its midst (Deut. 13:5; 17:7, 12; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21–22, 24; 24:7).  In this case, they are to do so by excommunicating the man committing incest.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Shall we have different standards for people within and outside the church?  Why or why not?  Is that double standard?  Good or bad?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How shall we look at contemporary issues surrounding churches?   

Wrapping up 
· What should we do as a church or as a Bible study group?  Past experience?  How should we prepare for possible future events?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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