1 Corinthians Chapter 3, 2/27/2015

Opening
· Have you grown vegetables or planted trees?  Please share your experience.  Your rewards?  Your contributions to the process?  
· Have you donated blood?  Why is that needed in the era when many things can be cloned?  
· Who are your favorite Christian leaders or pastors?  What are their roles in God’s kingdom?  
· Have you seen the news that Christians got kidnapped and killed by ISIS?  Why?  What can we do?  
· Do you like to come to study the Bible?  To have dinner together?  To sing the hymns?  To memorize Bible verses?  To have the fellowship?  Who contributed to the above?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Divisions in the Church (3:1-9) 
· 1 Cor. 3:1–4:21 God’s Wisdom Applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians.  Paul now shows the Corinthians how God’s choice to work through weakness for his own glory applies to their divided church.  Just as Paul and Apollos work together for the advancement of the gospel, so the Corinthians should stop boasting about their favorite Christian leader and build a united church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 3:1–3 of the flesh.  “Flesh” takes different meanings in Scripture, but in Paul’s letters it often refers to “unredeemed human nature” with all of its desires and characteristic behavior.  Although the Corinthians are Christians indwelt by the Spirit, their divisive behavior shows that they are acting like the unbelieving world around them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Have you seen fighting in churches?  Causes of fights?  Consequences?  What can we learn?  
· Are you having milk or solid food?  How shall we be careful about ourselves?  

Development of the Church (3:10-15) 
· 1 Cor. 3:12 gold, silver, precious stones.  Materials used in the construction of Solomon’s temple (1 Chron. 29:2), and here an image for what will survive the judgment, in contrast to wood, hay, and straw.  Work that Christians do in Christ like faith and obedience (1 Cor. 3:10–11) will survive and be rewarded; work done in the power of the “flesh” (v. 1) or in disobedience to Scripture (4:6) will not.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 3:14–15 reward … loss … saved … as through fire. See also v. 8 and 4:4–5. Although those who have believed in Jesus have already been justified by faith (Rom. 5:1) and will not face condemnation on the final day (John 5:24; Rom. 8:1, 33), God will still judge their works (Rom. 14:10–12; 2 Cor. 5:10) and reward them accordingly (Matt. 6:1–6, 16, 18; 10:41–42). Paul’s point applies not just to church leaders but to anyone who contributes in any way to building up the church (1 Cor. 12:7, 12–31; 14:12).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who is the “any man” talked about in v. 12?  What is he building?  
· Implications of the above?  What is your work to the Church in Christ?  Gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw?  

All Are Yours, and You Are of Christ, and Christ Is of God (3:16-23) 
· 1 Cor. 3:17 “If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and ‘you together’ are that temple.”  
· 1 Cor. 3:21–23 let no one boast in men.  Arrogance is at the root of the divisiveness in Corinth (4:6, 18).  The Corinthians need to learn that they ultimately belong to God, not to the leader who baptized them (1:13–17), who was himself only fulfilling God’s purposes (3:7, 11; 4:1).  They should, therefore, boast only in God (1:29, 31).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Cor. 3:21 All things are yours means that they are given by God for the benefit of his people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Looking back to fights in the worlds, fights in the societies, and fights within churches, what can you say?  

Wrapping up 
· Can we see God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians?  To us?  What is your work to the Church in Christ?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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