1 Corinthians Chapter 15, 6/19/2015

Opening
· Have you grown flowers, vegetables, or trees?  How do you feel when you see the first sign of their growth?  
· What is the germination process of growing from a seed to a sprout?  
· Have you seen chicks hatching?  Is that amazing?  Is there any waste at the end?  
· What are the most celebrated Christian festivals?  Christmas and Easter.  Why?  
· Is Easter unique in the world of religions?  
· What if there is no Easter?  
· Did the Old Testament foretell the resurrection of Christ?  
· Why is there death in any life form?  Can anyone live forever?  Is there life after death?  
· Why no one can live forever in the physical body?  
· If there is a “second life,” when will that start?  
· What does that life look like?  
· Are there resurrection examples in the Bible other than Jesus?  What kind of resurrections are those?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

The Resurrection of Christ (15:1-11) 
· Why did Paul raise this resurrection issue?  
· If you were Paul, how would you answer the question(s)?  
· 1 Cor. 15:1–58 The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised.  Many people in the ancient Greco-Roman world believed that death extinguished life completely or led to a permanent but shadowy and insubstantial existence in the underworld.  The concept of a physical, embodied existence after death was known mainly from popular fables and was thought laughable by the educated.  Paul deals with the Corinthians’ denial of (v. 12) and confusion about (v. 35) the future, bodily resurrection of Christians.  These issues were probably raised in their letter to him (7:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 15:1–11 The Truthfulness of the Traditions about Christ’s Resurrection.  Paul first establishes the historical reliability of Jesus’ resurrection in order to lay a firm foundation for his argument that it was only the first step in the resurrection of all deceased Christians.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 15:1–4 you received … I delivered.  Paul is using commonly recognized language for handing on, intact, a body of information that one has received from others (see 11:2, 23; Mark 7:13; Luke 1:2; Acts 6:14; Phil. 4:9; Jude 3).  In accordance with the Scriptures. See also Luke 24:27; John 2:19, 22; Acts 17:2–3; Rom. 1:2–4.  Paul may be thinking especially of Isa. 53:3–12, which describes the substitutionary death and the vindication, after death, of God’s servant, but he may also be thinking of other OT passages.  For the resurrection, see also Hos. 6:2 and Jonah 1:17; 2:1 (Matt. 12:40), and for the OT in general pointing to Christ, see Luke 24:25–27.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 15:5 Cephas is the Aramaic name for the apostle Peter (Gal. 2:8–9).  He and John were the first of the men who followed Jesus to know that his tomb was empty (Luke 24:12; John 20:5–6).  The twelve includes Judas’s replacement, Matthias (see Acts 1:21–23, 26).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What is of the first importance in Christianity?  Verse 3.  Do you believe that?  
· Did Paul himself see Jesus?  

The Resurrection of the Dead (15:12-34) 
· 1 Cor. 15:12–34 Christ’s Resurrection and the Resurrection of Believers.  Paul next argues that there is a seamless connection between the resurrection of Christ in the recent past and the future resurrection of believers on the final day.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 15:22 in Adam all die. See Rom. 5:12, 14–15, 17; Eph. 2:1, 5.  In Christ shall all be made alive.  See Rom. 5:17, 21; 6:4; Eph. 2:5–6.  By divine appointment, Adam represented the whole human race that would follow him, and his sin therefore affected all human beings.  Similarly, Christ represented all who would belong to him, and his obedience therefore affected all believers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 15:24–27 On the reign of Christ and the subjection of all things under his feet, see Ps. 8:6; 110:1; Eph. 1:20–21; Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:5–9; 12:2; 1 Pet. 3:18–22.  Death.  When believers are finally resurrected from the dead, the destruction of death will be complete.  (See 1 Cor. 15:54–55; Heb. 2:14–15; Rev. 20:13–14; 21:4.).  ESV Study Bible.    
· 1 Cor. 15:29 baptized on behalf of the dead.  Some interpreters through the centuries have thought this referred to vicarious baptism on behalf of deceased people, probably those who had believed in Christ but had not been baptized before they died (cf. Luke 23:43).  But the interpretation is uncertain, and whatever the practice is, Paul reports it without necessarily approving it, and is clearly not commanding it.  Baptism for the dead is an important part of Mormonism, but the Bible gives no support to the idea that anyone can be saved apart from personal faith in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How powerful are verses 20-24!  Any sharing?  
· What do you think about v. 31 on risk-taking activities for the sake of the gospel?  Are life too easy for Christians in the North America?  

The Resurrection Body, Mystery and Victory (15:35-58)
· 1 Cor. 15:35–58 The Nature of the Resurrection Body.  Apparently, the Corinthians did not understand how material bodies, subject as they were to sickness, death, and eventual decay, could live eternally.  Paul explains that God will change the bodies of believers to make them immortal.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 15:51–53 mystery.  Christians who are alive at the time of the resurrection will be transformed so that their bodies become spiritual and immortal like the bodies of those who are resurrected from the dead.  See 1 Thess. 4:13–18.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· A mystery is a mystery.  Do you have the faith to accept that?  

Wrapping up 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This is a key and wonderful chapter of the Bible.  If a seeker asks you such questions about resurrection and life, will you be able to answer?
· What are your favorite verses?  
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