1 Corinthians Chapter 6, 3/27/2015

Opening
· Did you ever want to live a chic (潇洒) lifestyle without being bound by traditions, social constraints, or moral limits?  What could be the bad side of such a lifestyle?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Have you heard about hippies in the 60’s?  
· One night affairs?  
· “I have the right to do anything,” you say – but not everything is beneficial.  “I have the right to do anything” – but I will not be mastered by anything.  (V. 12) 
· When will a husband go to court against his wife (or vice versa)?  Is that good?  How should disputes be handled between a husband and his wife?  What things cannot and should not be managed between them?  Why not?  
· When will a member of a family go to court against another member?  How should disputes be handled within a family?  What things cannot and should not be managed within a family?  
· When will a brother of a church go to court against another brother?  How should disputes be handled within a church?  What things cannot and should not be managed within a church?  Examples?  Catholic Church child abuse scandals.  
· Are you qualified to be a judge or juror?  To be a member of a committee to evaluate the best paper for a conference?  Evaluate dispute between two fellow students?  
· Confucius said “食色性也,” or “Eating and loving sex are human nature.”  Do you agree?  
· Do you love to watch Iron Chef, or similar cooking/food programs on TV?  Which aspects attract you the most?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Lawsuits against brothers (6:1-8) 
· At the time of Jesus or Paul, Jews were under the control of Romans.  What power did the Jews have?  For Jews settled in different parts of the world, e.g., Corinth?  
· 1 Cor. 6:1–11 Trivial Cases before Unrighteous Judges.  Some of the Corinthians have wronged each other in various ways, including fraud.  Instead of addressing these problems within the church, however, they have taken each other before the local magistrates.  The wrongs themselves, and this way of handling them, are both shameful for Christians.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What is your view on the above?  
· 1 Cor. 6:1 a grievance against another.  Although some have argued that Paul is prohibiting Christians from ever going to court against another Christian, Paul seems in these verses only to be addressing disputes related to property or money (cf. “Why not rather be defrauded?” v. 7), rather than criminal cases, which fall under the jurisdiction of the state.  (See Rom. 13:1–5 where Paul shows that God has established civil government for the protection and good of all people.)  It is doubtful, therefore, that Paul’s intention is that this specific example should be applied in every situation, since not every situation today matches the circumstances of this specific case in Corinth, where the two parties are in the same local church (“among you,” 1 Cor. 6:5), and where the dispute is specifically related to property or money (“Why not be defrauded?” v. 7).  Whatever the circumstances, it is clear from Scripture that disputes between believers need to be handled with the utmost care (vv. 1–8): in a wise and godly manner before the watching world; wherever possible under the disciplinary authority of the church; and with the counsel of spiritually mature Christians who have no stake in the matter and who can give objective, biblical advice.  (See further Matt. 18:15–20 regarding the steps that Christians need to take when one believer sins against another believer, and the authoritative role of the church in such cases.) The unrighteous. Paul probably is referring to magistrates who are both unbelievers (1 Cor. 6:4, 6) and who are at times unjust in their judgments.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 6:2–3 Saints will judge the world … angels.  The people of God will participate with Christ in the final Day of Judgment.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 6:4.  Two versions:
· ESV: So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church?  
· NIV: Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is scorned in the church?  
· Discussion 
· What is wrong of having a lawsuit against brothers or sisters from Paul’s view point?  

Flee from evil things (6:9-14) 
· 1 Cor. 6:11 God has already declared the Corinthian Christians to be “righteous” (see Rom. 5:1; 8:1, 33).  ESV Study Bible.  
· How beautiful it is!  
· 1 Cor. 6:12–13 “All things are lawful.”  The quotation marks around this phrase, both here and in 10:23, have been supplied to indicate that it is probably a commonly used slogan among the Corinthians.  “Food … for the stomach.”  Probably another Corinthian slogan.  The Corinthians have adopted from the culture around them the idea that the body is permitted to have everything that it craves.  Paul knows that human desires are tainted with sin, which uses these desires to master the person for its own evil purposes (Rom. 6:6, 12, 16–22; 7:7–25).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· “食色性也”?  
· Life changed!  Born again through the Spirit!  

Sexual immorality (6:15-20) 
· 1 Cor. 6:12–20 Sexual Immorality and the Body’s Resurrection.  Some of the Corinthian Christians were using prostitutes, theorizing that bodily appetites were matters of indifference for Christians just as they apparently were for everyone else.  Paul reminds them that the bodies of Christians are one with the resurrected Christ and, in risen form, the Christian’s body will be eternal.  What they do with them now, therefore, is important.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 6:16–18 Unity with Christ is incompatible with all sin (Rom. 6:6) but particularly with sexual sin.  Because sexual union has a spiritual component, sexual activity outside marriage is a unique sin both against Christ (1 Cor. 6:15) and one’s own body (v. 18; see Prov. 6:26, 32).  Within marriage, sexual union is not only allowed but has positive spiritual significance (Gen. 2:24; Eph. 5:22–33).  Idolatry and sexual immorality were closely connected in Israel’s history (Ex. 32:6; Num. 25:1–2) as well as in Paul’s thinking about the problems in Corinth (1 Cor. 10:7–8).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 

Wrapping up 
· Whom did Paul criticize?  The people who committed the wrong doing?  Those who filed the lawsuits?  Or those who did not try to manage the situations?  Or all the above?  Why?  
· How should we live a Christian live that is pleasing to God?  What should be changed?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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