1 Corinthians Chapter 16, 6/26/2015

Opening
· Generally, how do Christians offer for the service of the Lord?  Why?  In what styles?  How about UCBSG or SCCC?  
· We are studying the last chapter of 1 Corinthians.  What did you learn?  If you were Paul, how would you close this book?    

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

The Collection for the Lord’s People (16:1-4) 
· 1 Cor. 16:1 From 2 Corinthians 8:1-4 and Romans 15:25-27, it appears that one of the purposes of Paul’s third missionary journey was to raise an offering from the Gentiles for Jewish Christians in Judea who were in need, possibly as a result of persecution.  Apparently, Paul had already told the Corinthians about this project in an earlier letter (5:9).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Paul brought relief aid to the church in Judea more than once. (See Acts 11:27–30, to which Galatians 2:10 may refer.)  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· When did Corinth Christians meet each week?  Sundays!  
· What are the special needs of brothers or sisters at UCBSG or SCCC?  Can we help?  How?  

Plans for Travel (16:5-11) 
· 1 Cor. 16:5-9 These verses make clear that Paul wrote the letter from Ephesus and intended to visit Corinth by way of the northern land route around the Aegean Sea.  Both Acts 20:1, 2 and 2 Corinthians 2:12, 13 indicate that he carried out this plan.  What Paul did not foresee at this time was the prior need to make a short and unpleasant visit to Corinth soon after writing 1 Corinthians (2 Corinthians 1:23; 2:1; 13:2).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 16:10 When Timothy comes.  Timothy is apparently already on his way to Corinth.  (See 4:17 and Acts 19:22.)  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 

Final Instructions (16:12-18)
· 1 Cor. 16:13–24 Closing Admonitions and Greetings.  Paul admonishes the Corinthians to persevere, love, and submit to good leaders.  He then gives greetings from the Christians in Asia.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 16:15-18 This passage commends “Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus,” who probably had carried the letter from the church in Corinth.  Paul’s emphasis suggests that these men, Stephanas in particular, were appointed leaders but did not enjoy proper respect from the congregation.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How did Paul encourage Christians at Corinth?  See verses 16:13-14.  Why?  
· Stephanas was mentioned in Chapter 1.  In what context?  1:16.  

Greetings (16:19-24)
· 1 Cor. 16:22 Anyone who might say “Jesus is accursed” (12:3) is himself accursed.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Our Lord, come.  The worship of the early church in Palestine.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· There are many family churches in China.   However, they existed way back in history.  Examples?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Would you be willing to open up your family to serve God’s people?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Do you like 1 Corinthians?  Can you share one point per person?  
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