1 Corinthians Chapter 8, 4/24/2015

Opening
· Do you remember the day when you received your B.S. degree?  How did you feel?  Happy?  Proud?  Feeling like that you owned the world and you knew everything?  
· How about when you received your M.S. degree?  How did you feel?  Ph.D. degree?  How did you feel?  How about now?  
· Do you love steaks?  What was the best steak you ever had?  Can you describe that?  Expensive?  
· Are steaks generally more expensive then vegetables?  
· Are you a vegetarian?  Why or why not?  
· If you brought a person who just broke the habit of gambling to a casino and you started playing games there, how would that person feel?  
· If you brought a person who just broke the habit of smoking to a tobacco factory with free trials of cigarettes, how would that person feel?  
· If you brought a new Christian converted from Taoism to a Tao temple and began to worship there, how would that person feel?  
· How does your family observe the Qingming Festival (清明节, also known as the Ancestors’ Day)?  What did you do when you were with them?  What will you do the next time when you will be with them?  What are the major differences and why?  
· Do you remember what we discussed last time?  Married life and unmarried life.
· How about tonight?  Food.  Why food?  What are the issues?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Concerning Food Sacrificed to Idols (8:1-13) 
· 1 Cor. 8:1–11:1 Food Offered to Idols.  Because pagan temples offered parts of animals in sacrifice to the gods, they also often functioned as butcher shops and banqueting halls.  Sometimes meals for trade guilds, clubs, and private dinner parties were held in a temple dining room.  Often meat from a temple was sold to the public in the marketplace.  This section of 1 Corinthians gives clear guidance about the use of such food.  Paul first urges the Corinthians not to eat in pagan temples (8:10) because it might lead to the destruction of a weaker brother or sister (ch. 8).  He then offers himself as an example of giving up something one is convinced is a right for the spiritual edification of others (ch. 9).  He urges the Corinthians not to eat in pagan temples because doing so is idolatry (10:1–22).  Finally, he says that eating meat purchased in the marketplace (which may have come from a pagan temple) is not wrong unless it hinders the advancement of the gospel (10:23–11:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 8:1 food offered to idols.  Since only part of an animal was used in sacrifices to pagan gods, much of the animal could still be eaten.  Paul speaks later in this chapter of eating such food in a banqueting hall attached to a temple and therefore in an explicitly religious setting (v. 10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· “All of us possess knowledge.” Quotation marks have been supplied to indicate that this statement probably originated with the Corinthians and that Paul is responding to it.  What the Corinthians “know” is explained in 8:4.  
· Puffs up.  Once again, Corinthian arrogance is seen as a problem.  
· 1 Cor. 8:3 known by God.  God knows those who belong to him, and there is a close bond between belonging to God and sharing love for God and neighbor (1 John 3:16; 4:20).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Are you puffed up by knowledge?  
· Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  Should we then not pursuit knowledge?  
· Read 8:2.  Do you understand and agree?  

· 1 Cor. 8:4–6 Paul agrees with what the Corinthians know, that idols do not represent real “gods” and “lords.”  There is only one God, and since he is the creator of the animals that pagan priests offer to nonexistent gods, no problem should be attached to the consumption of the meat itself (see also 10:19–20, 25–26).  Paul will later distinguish between eating at a temple dinner (which, as a religious event, is idolatry) and eating meat bought in the marketplace.  So far in this passage he is concerned only with the food itself, not the setting in which it is eaten.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 8:6 What can you say about God the Father and Lord Jesus Christ?   
· Discussion 
· V. 8:4.  Why food was the second thing that the Corinthians asked?  
· How about us?  What are the issues that concerning us today?  

· 1 Cor. 8:9 this right of yours.  Paul is speaking from the Corinthians’ perspective.  He will later deny that anyone in the Corinthian church has the right to eat meals in pagan temples.  To do this is to practice idolatry and so to open oneself to the influence of demons (10:7, 14, 20–22).  Even if they had the right to eat in temples they should refrain from using this right out of concern for the spiritual well-being of the person whose conscience is weak (8:7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· 1 Cor. 6:12 “Everything is permissible for me” - but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me” - but I will not be mastered by anything.  
· How should we appropriately address the issues facing us today?  

Wrapping up 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are your favorite verses?  

Peter Luh, Chunlong Liu, Koh Han Seow and Hsu-Te Cheng 4/23/2015 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2015
