1 Corinthians Chapter 11, 5/15/2015

Opening
· The story about head and neck.  Who is in control?  
· Do you know how does a fertilized egg (受精卵) develop into an embryo (胚胎), which then becomes a fetus (胎儿) and eventually an infant?  How does cellular differentiation (细胞分化) happen and why?  
· Differentiation dramatically changes a cell's size, shape, membrane potential, metabolic activity, and responsiveness to signals.  These changes are largely due to highly controlled modifications in gene expression and are the study of epigenetics.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cellular_differentiation.  
· Why?  How controls that process?  
· What is the least useful part of a human body?  What happens when it is injured?  
· What are your strongest points?  
· How were they recognized?  How were they developed?  
· The story about animal Olympics where birds are not allowed to fly, monkeys are not allowed to climb, and cheetahs are not allowed to run.  What will be the outcomes?  
· What are spiritual gifts?  What are your spiritual gifts?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Concerning Spiritual Gifts (12:1-11) 
· Do you remember what we learned in Chapter 11?  
· 1 Cor. 12:1–14:40 Elevating One Spiritual Gift above Others.  Some Corinthian Christians seem to have been creating divisions over spiritual gifts.  Paul’s use of the body analogy in 12:12–27 implies that they have placed so much emphasis on one gift that those without that gift feel that they are not part of the body (12:16–17).  Considering its prominence in the discussion, that one gift is probably speaking in tongues.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 12:1 Now concerning.  Paul now returns to the issues raised in the Corinthians’ letter to him (see 7:1, 25; 8:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 12:4–6 Spirit … Lord … God.  A Trinitarian reference to the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus, and God the Father.  The most common pattern in the NT Epistles is to refer to God the Father with the word “God” and to refer to God the Son with the word “Lord.”  Therefore, both names are evidence of deity.  The diversity of divine persons within the unity of the Trinity should be reflected in the diversity of gifts within the unity of the body of Christ in Corinth.  Therefore, Paul wants the Corinthian church to understand how their unity can be enhanced by appreciating the variety of gifts God has given to them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 12:8 utterance of wisdom … utterance of knowledge.  Some understand these to be miraculous gifts (“word of wisdom” and “word of knowledge”) by which a speaker is given supernatural “wisdom” or “knowledge” from God to impart to a situation.  Others take these to be more “natural” gifts: the ability to speak wisely or with knowledge into a situation.  The Greek expressions (logos sōphias and logos gnōseōs) occur nowhere else in the Bible, and Paul does not give any further explanation, so it is difficult to be certain. But since Paul already has a different, broader term that he uses to refer to speech based on something that God suddenly brings to mind (“prophecy”; see note on v. 10), the second view seems preferable.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Cor. 12:9 faith.  This is not the faith that all Christians have in Christ, since Paul implies that some Christians have it and others do not.  It is probably a special endowment of faith for accomplishing some task (see 13:2; cf. Acts 14:9; James 5:15).  Gifts of healing.  Both terms are plural (lit., “gifts of healings”), suggesting that different people may be gifted regarding different kinds of healing.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 12:10 ESV Study Bible.  Miracles.  Probably the ability to work various kinds of miracles, including but not limited to healing (see Acts 8:13; 14:8–10; 19:11–12; Rom. 15:19; Gal. 3:5; Heb. 2:4).  
· Prophecy.  The word “prophecy” (Gk. prophēteia) as used by Paul in 1 Corinthians refers generally to speech that reports something that God spontaneously brings to mind or “reveals” to the speaker but which is spoken in merely human words, not words of God.  Therefore it can have mistakes and must be tested or evaluated (see 1 Cor. 14:29; 1 Thess. 5:19–21).  This gift is widely indicated throughout the NT churches (see 1 Cor. 11:2–5; 12:28–29; 13:2, 8–9; 14:1–40; Acts 2:17–18; 11:27–28; 19:6; 21:9–11; Rom. 12:6; 1 Thess. 5:19–21; 1 Tim. 1:18; 4:14; 1 John 4:1).  Prophecy is used to build up, encourage, and comfort the gathered community (1 Cor. 14:3).  Prophecy is also used evangelistically to disclose the secrets of the hearts of unbelievers and lead them to worship God (14:24–25).  Because God used this gift to build up the Christian community, Paul urged the Corinthians to value it highly (14:4–5, 39).  
· Distinguish between spirits.  A special ability to distinguish between the influence of the Holy Spirit and the influence of demonic spirits in a person’s life.  Those who claim to speak under the Spirit’s prompting could be mistaken, and so God also gives gifts of discernment to the Christian community (14:29; 1 Thess. 5:20–21; 1 John 4:1–3).  
· Tongues.  Speech in a language the speaker does not know, and that sometimes does not follow the patterns of any known human language (1 Cor. 13:1).  Paul sees this gift as a means of expressing prayer or praise to God (14:2, 14–17, 28; cf. Acts 10:46) in which the speaker’s human spirit is praying even though the speaker does not understand the meaning (see 1 Cor. 14:2, 11, 13–19, 23).  The normally unintelligible nature of tongues makes their interpretation necessary if the gathered community is to be edified by them (14:1–25).  Paul probably placed the last two gifts at the end of the list because an overemphasis on tongues in Corinth had led to the neglect of those with other gifts (12:14–26).  There is no indication that speaking in tongues is a normative requirement that all Christians must experience.  
· Discussion 
· What are other verses on spiritual gifts?  Romans 12:6-8 and Ephesians 4:11-16.  
	
Unity and Diversity in the Body (12:12-34) 
· 1 Cor. 12:25–26 The purpose of the gifts is to build one another up and to care for one another, not to flaunt one’s own spirituality.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 12:28 First … second … third … then seems to be a ranking of importance or benefit to the church, with apostles being primary and then prophecy and teaching also contributing greatly to building others up. Teachers, helping, and administrating do not appear in the list in vv. 8–10, and helping and administrating do not show up in the rhetorical questions in vv. 29–30, indicating that the different lists are representative rather than exhaustive.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why this sequence?  
· 1 Cor. 29-30.  Relate to vv. 17-18. 
· Discussion 
· What are the spiritual gifts of UCBSG brothers and sisters?  Of your own?  How to discover spiritual gifts?  What are your roles in the SCCC/UCBSG?  
· Coordination to be improved?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  
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