1 Corinthians Chapter 11, 5/15/2015

Opening
· Last Sunday was Mother’s Day.  How did you observe it?  
· Do you observe Father’s Day?  How are fathers and mothers different?  
· What do you think of men with long hair?  
· How about women with their hair shaved?  
· Have you seen women with their hair covered?  What do you think?  
· What are the good traditions of UCBSG or SCCC?  What should be improved?  
· What are the good traditions of other churches or Bible study groups that we can learn?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

On Covering the Head in Worship (11:1-16) 
· 1 Cor. 11:2–14:40 Divisions over Corporate Worship.  Paul addresses three issues that have come to his attention, either through the Corinthians’ letter to him (7:1; 12:1) or through an oral report (11:18).  All three issues relate to the conduct of the Corinthians when they gather for worship.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 11:3 ESV Study Bible.  “But” shows that Paul has quickly moved from commendation (in v. 2) to correction.  
· Wife.  Since a woman’s head covering in first-century Roman society was a sign of marriage, Paul’s practical concern in this passage is not with the relationship between women and men generally but with the relationship between husband and wife.  
· Head.  It is best to understand “head” here as referring metaphorically to “authority” (see also Eph. 1:22; 5:23; Col. 2:10).  The head of Christ is God indicates that within the Trinity the Father has a role of authority or leadership with respect to the Son, though they are equal in deity and attributes.  Paul applies this truth about the Trinity to the relationship of husband and wife.  In marriage, as in the Trinity, there is equality in being and value but difference in roles (see Eph. 5:22–33).  
· We have seen that Paul was speaking of “hair” in 1 Cor. 11:4; and that is exactly what he is speaking of here.  “Not completely covered” would then refer to the disgraceful conduct of the Corinthian women in cropping their hair, after the manner of the notorious Corinthian prostitutes; which, if they did it, was exactly the same kind of disgrace as if they had shaved their heads.  It is clear that Paul is not speaking of any kind of garment; because he said in 1 Cor. 11:15, below, “For her hair is given her instead of a covering.”  http://godsbreath.net/2008/05/14/head-coverings/.  
· 1 Cor. 11:4 This inference is a plea of privilege for the men, which was but to prepare the way for the censure next to be passed upon the women.  Had Paul meant to correct the men because they had prayed or preached as prophets at Corinth with their heads covered, he would have gone into the matter more in detail, as he does in what follows respecting the women.  Meyer's NT Commentary.  http://biblehub.com/commentaries/1_corinthians/11-4.htm.  
· 1 Cor. 11:5 With her head uncovered.  For a woman to do this in a public assembly was against the national custom of all ancient communities, and might lead to the gravest misconceptions.  As a rule, modest women covered their heads with the peplum or with a veil when they worshipped or were in public.  Christian women at Corinth must have caught something of the “inflation” which was characteristic of their Church before they could have acted with such reprehensible boldness as to adopt a custom identified with the character of immodest women.  Pulpit Commentary.  http://biblehub.com/commentaries/1_corinthians/11-5.htm.  
· Discussion 
· What is the practice of churches today?  The practice of SCCC?  
· What are the implications for us today?  

Correcting an Abuse of the Lord’s Supper (11:17-34) 
· 1 Cor. 11:17–34 Social Snobbery at the Lord’s Table.  The Corinthians were using their gatherings around the Lord’s Table as occasions to make social distinctions between rich and poor.  Paul is profoundly troubled by this development and argues strongly against it.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 11:24 ESV Study Bible.  The expression This is my body has been subject to widely varying interpretations throughout the history of the church.  Roman Catholics understand it literally, and claim that the bread and wine actually become the body and blood of Christ.  Lutherans hold that the literal body and blood of Christ are present “in, with, and under” the bread and wine.  Some Anglicans refer to the “real presence” of Christ in the bread and wine.  Most other Protestants have argued that the body and blood of Christ are not literally, physically, or “really” present, but that Christ is present “symbolically”; most would also add that Christ is present spiritually, with and in the believing recipients of the bread and wine, strengthening their faith and fellowship in him, and thereby feeding their souls. Christ’s spiritual presence can be supported from Matt. 18:20; 28:20.  
· Do this in remembrance of me.  Remembering the significance of Jesus’ death is an important component of observing the Lord’s Supper and of obedience (“do this”) to Christ’s command.  
· Evangelical Protestant Christians have consistently been united on the importance of limiting participation in the Lord’s Supper to those who have made a personal commitment to follow Jesus.  Jesus’ emphasis on remembering the significance of his death when observing the Lord’s Supper, and his warnings to those who partake of the bread and the cup in an unworthy manner, both reveal the wisdom of this limitation.  
· 1 Cor. 11:25 The Mosaic covenant, made with Israel and constantly broken because of Israel’s sin, was replaced with the new covenant, which provided complete atonement for all the sins of God’s people, past, present, and future (Rom. 3:25–26; 2 Cor. 3:1–4:6; Heb. 8:6–13).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do you have a better understanding about communion?  What should we watch out for our next communion?  

Wrapping up 
· Are we over inflating ourselves and arrogant?  How to know that and correct that?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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