1 Corinthians Chapter 10, 5/8/2015

Opening
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Have you seen people who got so much involved in video games and as a result getting behind in schoolwork?  
· What are the major temptation facing people today?  Surfing on the web?  Texting while walking or talking to friends?  Watching Korean soap operas?  
· What else?  
· What is the single thing that tempts you the most?  Any way out?  
· Have you heard about the story of “spear vs. shield” (矛盾)?  Which one is stronger?  
· Are there anything that God cannot do?  If God can do anything, does He do wicked things?  Why or why not?  
· What is freedom?  Driving on the left side of the road?  
· Are Christians “free” to do anything?  What are our rights?  Are there things that we cannot or should not do?  What are the guidelines?  
· Moses brought Israelites out of Egypt.  How far is Egypt to the Promised Land?  How long did it take them to get there?  Why?  How many people who left Egypt entered the Promised Land?  Why?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Warnings from Israel’s History (10:1-13) 
· Do you remember what we studied last time?  
· 1 Cor. 10:1 “For” connects vv. 1–22 to what Paul has been saying about giving up personal rights for the sake of the gospel (chs. 8–9).  The example of Israel’s experience in the wilderness should warn the Corinthians of what can happen to people who hear God’s words and see his works but do not come to true faith.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The cloud … the sea refers to the generation of Israelites that God delivered from slavery in Egypt and led through the wilderness (Ex. 13:17–14:31).  
· 1 Cor. 10:3–4 spiritual food … drink.  Paul is referring to God providing Israel with bread from heaven (“manna,” Exodus 16) and water from a rock.  This rock appears both at the beginning of their wanderings in the desert (Ex. 17:1–7) and near the end (Num. 20:2–13).  Rabbinic exegesis from after Paul’s time surmised that the rock followed the Israelites throughout their wanderings.  This understanding of the rock may have been current in Paul’s time.  If so, Paul’s claim that the Rock following them was both spiritual and Christ shows that he did not believe that a physical rock traveled with the Israelites, but that Christ (in spiritual form) was ever-present with them: he was there to supply their need for water, and there to judge those who tested him (1 Cor. 10:9).  “Rock” is a common OT name for God (e.g., Deut. 32:4, 15, 18, 30–31), and this probably facilitated Paul’s identification of the rock with Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 10:7 idolaters.  Paul begins to make the case that eating in the temple of a pagan god is not actually the “right” that the Corinthians imagined (8:9–10) but is participation in “the table of demons” (10:21) and idolatry.  For a Christian to eat meals in such temples is to follow the unhappy example of the Israelites.  They benefited from God’s redemptive work but still fell into worship of the local gods (Ex. 32:1–6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 10:8 sexual immorality.  Glancing back to his discussion of sexual immorality in 5:1–13 and 6:12–20, Paul reminds the Corinthians that God punished the wilderness generation of Israelites for the same sin.  See Num. 25:1–9.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 10:13 will not let you be tempted beyond your ability … will also provide the way of escape.  Even when Christians face morally confusing situations, they should never think that they have no options other than sinful ones.  There will always be a morally right solution that does not require disobedience to any of God’s moral laws.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· From the above, what things are hated by God?  
· What are their modern versions?  Our versions?  
· What should we do?  What is God’s promise for us?  
· In the Bible, there are good things as well as bad things.  Why?  

Idol Feasts and the Lord’s Supper (10:14-22) 
· 1 Cor. 10:14 Therefore, … flee from idolatry. This is the point toward which Paul has been moving throughout ch. 10. The Corinthians cannot participate in idolatry and then think that they will receive eternal life on the last day (see notes on 6:16–18;10:7; 10:8).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How to avoid putting ourselves into temptation as individuals?  
· As members of the Bible Study Group?  

The Believer’s Freedom (10:23-33) 
· 1 Cor. 10:23–11:1 Paul now begins to address a different issue entirely from the problem that has consumed his attention in ch. 8 and 10:1–22.  Those sections dealt with eating meals in pagan temples, but this section deals with meat previously sacrificed to idols being eaten in private homes, especially the home of an unbeliever (10:27–30).  The principles Paul has developed in ch. 9, however, still apply.  Paul wants the Corinthians to act toward others in a way that will not inhibit the advance of the gospel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 10:27 without raising any question.  The Christian is not to question the host about whether the food being served had ever been involved in pagan rituals.  Such questions are theologically unnecessary (vv. 25–26), and because they could be perceived as rude, they violate the principle of vv. 23–24 and 9:19–23.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 10:31 do all to the glory of God.  Every aspect of every Christian’s life has the potential to honor God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are modern versions of the above?  
· How should we behave in such situations?  

Wrapping up 
· V. 13.  “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  Let this be our daily prayers.  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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