1 Corinthians Chapter 14, 6/11/2015

Opening
· How many dialects can you speak?  How many dialects can you understand?  Which dialects you are totally lost?  
· Have you heard the idiom “对牛弹琴” (Howling at the moon)?  What does it mean?  Where did it come from?  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJC4EkiViTc
· Which part of the Bible study you like the most?  Which part benefits the congregation the most?  Why?  
· Which part of the Sunday worship you like the most?  Which part benefits the congregation the most?  Why?  
· What spiritual gift you desire the most?  Have you been praying for that?  Have you obtained that somewhat?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Prophecy and Tongues (14:1-25) 
· 1 Cor. 14:1 Having set the discussion within the proper framework of love, Paul now encourages the Corinthians to recognize the value of the spiritual gifts.  Because the Corinthians have exaggerated the importance of the gift of tongues, the emphasis of Chapter 14 is on the understandable gifts – primarily prophecy, but also the interpretation of tongues.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 14:2 There are different views on speaking in tongues.  Here is two quite different views: 
· Reformation Study Bible.  Many argue that Paul is dealing with a kind of ecstatic speech used for intimate prayer (Romans 8:26).  However, the word translated “tongue” is the normal Greek term for “language.”  Secondly, Paul’s use of the term “mysteries” is to indicate a divine truth not yet disclosed; it does not have the meaning of the English word “mysterious.”  Third, vv. 10, 11, as well as v. 21, support the idea the even here Paul is speaking of human languages.  
· ESV Study Bible.  Speaks not to men but to God indicates that Paul views tongues as a form of prayer and praise, but in a language that the speaker does not understand.  No one understands him implies that Paul expected tongues in Corinth in most cases to be unknown languages, unlike the evangelistic situation in Acts 2:1–13.  
· How about prophecy?  By Michael Morrison, https://www.gci.org/bible/1cor14a: 
· The word prophēteuo is a combination of the prefix pro-, meaning “before” and the root phe-, referring to speech.  Prophēteuo means to speak publicly, or to speak of something before it happens.  Moses was a prophet (Deut. 34:10), and although he made some predictions, his greater role was to tell people about their current responsibilities.  
· The later Israelite prophets spoke about the future not as mere predictions, but as words of judgment about the behavior of the people in their own day.  When Jonah warned Nineveh of impending destruction, the people repented, and the city survived (Jonah 3:10).  As a prediction, the prophecy failed, but as a warning about the present, it achieved its purpose.  
· When soldiers asked Jesus to prophesy about who hit him (Luke 22:64), they were not asking for a prediction, but for evidence that showed he had supernatural knowledge.  When Paul wrote about prophecy in Corinth, he referred to speech that was divinely inspired to instruct and strengthen others.  
· Spiros Zodhiates defines a prophet: “not primarily one who foretells things to come, but who (having been taught of God) speaks out of His will” (The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament, page 1244).  
· By Mike Derewianka:
· Although we have the written scripture, this does not mean God has stopped revealing Himself in other ways.  Have you ever prayed to know God’s will on a matter?  Why not just read the Bible if all the answers are there?  God continues to reveal Himself to those who seek Him with their whole heart.  (Luke 11:9-13;  Mark 16:15-17;  Romans 8:28, 12:2; 1 Corinthians 1:4-8)  God has not limited Himself and said that He will not use prophecy, experience, nature, angels, tongues, healings, miracles, or the Holy Spirit anymore to reveal Himself.  To say all we need to know to obey God is written in the Bible, and therefore we should not desire to prophesy today is illogical if one seeks answers by praying.  Praying itself is an activity based on a desire for a new divine revelation or response.  It is the Bible itself that commands us to desire to prophesy.  Shall we limit God in how He reveals Himself to His persecuted children in China or Iran who do not have a Bible?  
· 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 teaches that prophecy ceases when we are “face to face” with the Lord.  Daniel 9:24 and 1 Corinthians 1:4-8 confirm that prophecy continues until the Lord returns.  Acts 2:16-18 speaks of prophesying and tongues throughout the “last days” (before Christ’s return), beginning at Pentecost.  Revelation 11:3 tells of two prophets prophesying just before the second coming of Christ.  
· The biblical way to deal with false prophecies is to test them; the unbiblical way is to reject all modern prophecies.  1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 warns that despising continuing prophecy is a way of quenching the Holy Spirit.  If this passage referred merely to past prophecy, there would be no command to “test” it, as in verse 21.  (Compare 1 John 4:1).  
· Scripture never uses the word “prophesy” to describe merely preaching from pre-existing scripture.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Cor. 14:5 I want you all to speak in tongues.  Paul’s desire to set boundaries on speaking in tongues does not mean that he thinks the Corinthians should abandon this gift.  It builds up the individual who has it (v. 4), and, if interpreted, builds up the church.   Still, prophecy is greater because, as intelligible speech that needs no interpretation, it is more directly useful to the church.  Unless someone interprets implies that if there is an interpreter, then prophecy and tongues have equal value, since then they would both be understandable.  But equal value does not imply that the gifts have the same function, for prophecy is based on something that God suddenly brings to the mind of the speaker, and thus is communication from God to man (vv. 25, 30), while tongues is ordinarily prayer or praise from man to God (1 Cor. 14:2, 14–17, 28).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 14:14 The comparison between my spirit and my mind shows that Paul is not speaking of the Holy Spirit but of his own human spirit.  When Paul uses the term “spirit” of human beings, he means an inner, invisible faculty that can be especially attuned to the things of God (see 2:10–15; 5:3–5; Rom. 1:9; 8:16).  “Mind” refers to the human faculty connected with intellectual understanding (1 Cor. 14:19; 1:10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 14:20-25.  Up to this point, Paul has been discussing the use of tongues among believers.  But what about unbelievers who hear the tongues?  The Corinthians have ignored them, and Paul admonishes the church for this display of spiritual immaturity.  He appeals to “the Law,” (the Old Testament) to show that God uses unintelligible speech as a sign of judgment.  Isaiah 28:11 explains how God judged the Israelites through Assyrians speaking a foreign language.  If non-Christians come to the worship and hear an unintelligible language, they will be repelled and reject the gospel.  In this situation, un-interpreted tongues are a sign of judgment for unbelievers.  But the Corinthians should aim at brining unbelievers to repentance and to the recognition that God is present.  Because God uses the understandable words of prophecy to accomplish this purpose, prophecy is a sign for believers: it is evidence of God’s goodness to them.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 14:20 See 3:1–3.  Paul is going to tell them not to speak in tongues in church without interpretation, for that is acting like children and not caring for the needs of others.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Isa. 28:11–13 Now that God’s people have rejected Isaiah’s clear message of rest in God, God will speak to them by the foreign tongue of invaders.  The same invitation saves some and hardens others.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What is your view on prophecy and speaking in tongues?  Other spiritual gifts?  
· Which spiritual gift are you seeking?  Have you been praying for that?  
· In what capacity are you trying to serve brothers, sisters or friends?  Why?  

Good Order in Worship (14:26-40) 
· 1 Cor. 14:26 When you come together.  This verse gives a fascinating glimpse into the kinds of activities that took place when the early church gathered as the body of Christ to worship the Lord.  The worship included a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation.  In order to prevent discord and confusion, Paul concludes his description of early church worship by emphasizing that all of these activities must be “done decently and in order” (v. 40).  The goal of building up is analogous to the building of the temple (see 3:16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 14:34–35 These verses have created debate among Christians, at least partly because it is not known what problem exactly Paul was seeking to correct.  It has even been proposed that these verses were not part of Paul’s original letter.  In view of 11:5 and other New Testament passages, it is certain that Paul is not absolutely forbidding women to speak in every church situation.  Paul may have been addressing a particular problem in Corinth, such as women creating disorder during the worship service.  He may have in mind a specific function, such as the evaluation of prophecy, in which women should not participate.  It has been suggested that vv. 34, 35 are a quotation from the Corinthians themselves that Paul rejects in v. 36.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 14:39 As he commonly does in this letter, Paul sums up a complex discussion by clearly stating his main point.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about women’s role in churches?  
· What aspects of our Sunday worship should be improved?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  
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