1 Corinthians Chapter 2, 2/20/2015

Opening
· When you talk to your friends about Jesus, what is the general reaction?  Why?  When you invite friends to come to study the Bible, what is the likely response?  Why?  
· If you were invited to study Buddhism, what would be your response?  Why?  
· Why did you come to study the Bible?  Why did you become a Christian?  
· With the above, how should we talk to our friends about Jesus?  How should we invite them to study the Bible?  Are there things that we have to do beforehand?  
· Who gives eloquent speeches?  What do you learn from them or from their speeches?  Who is not eloquent in speech but touches our hearts and changes our lives?    
· Who are the wisest person in the world?  Why do you call them wise?  Are they truly wise?  What is the wisdom of this world?  Wisdom of God?  What are major differences?   
· Can the knowledge that we learn from our MS or Ph.D. programs be utilized to increase our knowledge about God?  Why and how?  To lead others to Christ?  How?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Proclaiming Christ Crucified (2:1-5) 
· Can you tell Paul’s background.  
· 1 Cor. 1:17b–2:16 The Nature of God’s Wisdom.  God’s wisdom is displayed in the message of the cross, the calling of the Corinthians, the preaching of Paul, and the wisdom from the Spirit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 2:1–5 not … with lofty speech or wisdom.  Paul avoided Greek rhetoric and focused on the message of the cross, so that the Corinthians would put their faith in Christ who was crucified rather than in the ability of human messengers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· V. 3 “My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, ..”  Is this easy?  Is this in fact one of the most important things when inviting friends to know Christ?  How can this be done?  

God’s Wisdom Revealed by the Spirit (2:6-16) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Cor. 2:6–10 The rulers who executed Jesus did not understand what they were doing (cf. Luke 23:34).  Paul and the Corinthians would also have failed to understand Christ’s death apart from the Spirit’s revelation to them about its meaning.  In Rom. 8:27 the Spirit searches the human heart, but here the Spirit searches the depths of God.  God’s Spirit bridges the chasm between the deep things of God and the human heart, graciously enabling human beings to understand the message of the cross, which would otherwise be incomprehensible.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 2:7 Secret and hidden wisdom of God.  This “wisdom of God” is centered in Christ and includes all of God’s plans for the history of salvation from before the ages (“before the foundation of the world,” Eph. 1:4) to the unending future of eternity (1 Cor. 2:9; Rev. 11:15; 22:5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 2:10 “But God has revealed it to us” – a great news!  
· 1 Cor. 2:15 One who does not have the Spirit is not qualified to judge anyone who has the Spirit.  Thus believers are not subject to the opinions of unbelievers.  NIV Study Bible.    
· Discussion 
· What is the wisdom of this world?  Wisdom of God?  What are major differences?  
· Who knows the thoughts of a man?  His wife!  
· Can you see Trinity at work here?  

Wrapping up 
· How can we live a live with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power?  
· Can the knowledge that we learn from our MS or Ph.D. programs be utilized to increase our knowledge about God?  Why and how?  To lead others to Christ?  How?  Let this be our mutual encouragement and prayers.  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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