1 Corinthians Chapter 4, 3/6/2015

Opening
· [bookmark: _GoBack]During elections, candidates pay a lot of attentions to polls.  What do you think?  
· Are there polls in non-democratic countries?  Why or why not?  
· Have you heard the story about a father, his son and their donkey?  Who should ride on the donkey?  
· Do you know the word “sarcastic”?  讽刺.  Examples?  
· Are there sarcastic things in the Bible?  Examples?  
· Who are arrogant among us?  Who are arrogant among those whom you know?  Why are they arrogant?  Healthy father?  Powerful family?  The famous pastor who taught him?  
· Should children of God be arrogant?  Why or why not?  
· What should be characters of Christians?  Behaviors?  Implications?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

The Nature of True Apostleship (4:1-13) 
· Do you remember what we discussed last time about Chapter 3?  
· Divisions in the Church (3:1-9) 
· Development of the Church (3:10-15) 
· All are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God (3:16-23)
· 1 Cor. 3:1–4:21 God’s Wisdom Applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians.  Paul now shows the Corinthians how God’s choice to work through weakness for his own glory applies to their divided church.  Just as Paul and Apollos work together for the advancement of the gospel, so the Corinthians should stop boasting about their favorite Christian leader and build a united church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 4:1 mysteries.  Since Paul uses the plural here (see also 13:2; 14:2), he probably has in mind not only the gospel itself (see also Eph. 6:19) but also other truths that God has revealed.  See, e.g., Rom. 11:25; 1 Cor. 15:51; Eph. 3:4, 6; 5:32; Col. 2:2.  A “mystery” in Paul’s letters is something that people, in their human weakness, could not understand unless God graciously revealed it to them (Dan. 2:18–19, 28; Eph. 1:7–9), but now Paul does explain these mysteries.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 4:3 judged by you.  Some of the Corinthians, perhaps followers of Apollos or Cephas, probably spoke disparagingly of Paul, especially of his speaking ability (1:17; 2:3–4; 4:18–21;2 Cor. 10:9), thinking they were able to judge his spiritual effectiveness.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 4:6 Do not go beyond what is written.  
· The Corinthian believers should view even Paul and Apollos in light of what the OT has to say about human weakness and limitations.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Pride.  One of the root causes of divisions.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Paul used the hypothetical phrases “I am of Paul” and “I am of Apollos” (mentioned earlier in the epistle) to demonstrate the folly of relying on manmade words of the teacher more than the God-made words of the scripture, and using those manmade differences as a source of pride.  Christianity.  http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/30128/what-does-paul-mean-when-he-says-do-not-go-beyond-what-is-written.  
· 1 Cor. 4:10–13 We are fools for Christ’s sake.  Measured by the “royal” standards of the Corinthians (v. 8), Paul’s apostolic calling has involved foolishness, weakness, and suffering.  See 2 Cor. 2:14–17; 4:7–12, 16–18; 11:22–33; 12:9; 13:4; Phil. 1:12–18.  ESV Study Bible.  
· When we are slandered, we answer kindly.  NIV. 
· When slandered, we entreat.  ESV.
· Discussion 
· Are you entrusted with the secret things of God?  What should you do?  
· When we encountered difficulties in life, what should we do?  
· A good sarcastic writing?  

Paul’s Appeal and Warning (4:14-21) 
· 1 Cor. 4:15 “for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.”  Paul is saying here: I brought you the Gospel of Jesus Christ – you became children of God and I never walked away from you.  I took spiritual responsibility over you and through spiritual impartation I am taking you to maturity so that you can reach your destiny.  Now I urge you – become like me – become spiritual fathers yourself and take responsibility over others.  Cods Word Ministries.  http://www.godsword.co.za/index.php/blogs/10-spiritual-fatherhood.  
· Shepherd vs. hired hand.  John 10:12.  The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep.  So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.  
· 1 Cor. 4:16 be imitators of me.  God has designed the Christian life so that much of one’s progress comes through imitating other Christians, imperfect though they be (cf. 11:1; Phil. 3:17; 2 Thess. 3:7; 1 Tim. 4:12; Titus 2:7; 1 Pet. 5:3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Apparently Timothy had already begun his journey to Corinth by way of Macedonia.  See 16:10.  NIV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 4:20 God’s present reign in the lives of his people – that dynamic new life in Christ, the power of new birth, showing itself in a humble life, dedicated to Christ and his  mission.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do you have the power from God?  Can others see and share that?  
· For those who are in the Ph.D. program, what is your relationship with your advisor?  

Wrapping up 
· Do you know the story of Noah?  Any similarity between Noah and us – Christians today?    
· What are your favorite verses?  
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