1 Corinthians Chapter 13, 6/4/2015

Opening
· Have you heard about “大善人” (charitable persons), e.g., 陈光标?  What do you know about陈光标?  What do you think about him?  
· A very interesting reading: 陈光标, http://baike.baidu.com/view/875193.htm.  
· What are “perishable goods” (易腐货物，易损货物)?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Is meat perishable?  How about fruit, chocolates or books?  Is knowledge perishable?  How about spiritual gifts that were discussed last Friday?  
· What is love?  Some personal experiences?  
· What is a “journey of intimacy” with your loved ones?  Do you want that?  
· What is a “journey of intimacy” with God?  Do you want that?  

Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

The Way of Love (13:1-13) 
· Do you remember what we discussed last Friday?  What is the transition to this chapter?  
· 1 Cor. 12:31b–13:13 Spiritual gifts without love are worthless, and love is supreme because it lasts forever.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 13:3 Deliver up my body to be burned.  As Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did (Dan. 3:19–23; Heb. 11:34).  Love cannot be measured by actions alone; motives must be assessed to determine what is loving (see 1 Cor. 4:4–5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 13:7 “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  The terms believes and hopes are sandwiched between bears and endures and, like them, probably refer to relationships between people rather than to faith and hope in God.  Love believes the best of others and hopes the best for them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 13:8 Paul expected these gifts to continue until Christ returns, which will be the time when “the perfect” (v. 10) ways of speaking and knowing in the age to come replace the “in part” (v. 9) gifts of this age.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 13:13 faith, hope, and love.  The relationship of these three Christian qualities is a frequent theme in Paul’s letters. See Rom. 5:1–5;Gal. 5:5–6; Eph. 4:2–5; Col. 1:4–5; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about vv. 13:4-8?  
· What does “it keeps no record of wrongs” mean?  A Markov process.  
· Do you now believe that some of the spiritual gifts are perishable?  

Wrapping up 
· With the above understanding, what are your actions of love to do tonight or tomorrow?  
· What are your favorite verses?  
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