1 Corinthians Chapter 1, 1/23/2015

Opening
· When were you baptized?  Where?  By whom?  What are the significance of the above?  
· What was the most eloquent talk that you remember?  What impact did it have on your life?  Which talk had the most impact on your life?  Was it very eloquent?  
· How do people think about Christianity?  Is it the spiritual opium to the soul?  Why or why not?  Why do people have different opinions on this question?  
· What are people seeking in this world and why are you in the graduate school here?  Seeking knowledge?  Wisdom?  Money?  Power?  Girlfriend or boyfriend?  Diploma?  

Introduction to 1 Corinthians
· Why is it named 1 Corinthians?  Can you point out some of its highlights?  Why?  Did Paul visited Corinth before?  Yes, during his second missionary journey (Acts 18).  
· The Setting of 1 Corinthians.  Paul wrote 1 Corinthians during his third missionary journey, near the end of his three-year ministry in Ephesus around a.d. 53-55 (Acts 19:21–22).  Both Corinth and Ephesus were wealthy port cities steeped in pagan idolatry and philosophy.  Corinth benefited both militarily and economically from its strategic location at one end of the isthmus that connected the southern Greek peninsula to the mainland.  ESV Study Bible.  
· First Corinthians is a pastoral letter to a spiritually troubled church.  Like other NT Epistles, it is an “occasional” letter, and one can quite readily piece together the things that occasioned 1 Corinthians by noting signals in the text.  The letter is highly relevant today, as it deals with such issues as the relationship between Christians and their surrounding pagan culture, divisions within the church, the ordering of church practices such as the Lord’s Supper, and the use of spiritual gifts.  The letter also deals with matters of personal morality, such as sex, marriage, celibacy, and the virtues (esp. love).  ESV Study Bible.  
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Outline (ESV Study Bible) 
I. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)
1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3)
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9)
II. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a)
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)
1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16)
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21)
III. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13)
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11)
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20)
IV. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24)
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40)
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1)
V. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16)
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34)
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40)
VI. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11)
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34)
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58)
VII. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12)
VIII. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24)

Opening (1:1-9) 
· To whom did Paul write the letter?  Just brothers and sisters in Corinth?  No!  See v. 2.    
· 1 Cor. 1:1–3 Greeting: Apostleship, Sanctity, and Unity. Paul’s apostleship and the Corinthians’ sanctity and unity are among the letter’s most important themes.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 1:4–9 Thanksgiving: Speech, Knowledge, and Spiritual Gifts.  Paul is thankful that God has richly blessed the Corinthians with speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts.  Despite some problems with these blessings (8:1–3, 10; 12:12–31; 14:1–40), he considers them gifts from God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 1:6 Paul’s preaching about Christ had been accepted by the Corinthians, and their changed lives had provide it to be true.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who was Sosthenes in 1:1?  Acts 18:17.  
· Are you blessed?  Do we have God’s grace and peace?  

A Church Divided Over Leaders (1:10-17) 
· What were key issues for a church at Paul’s time?  What are key issues for today’s churches?  
· 1 Cor. 1:10–17a The Problem Reported.  Paul begins with a description of the problem of division as “Chloe’s people” have reported it to him.  The Corinthians are exhibiting a haughty devotion to one or another of three itinerant Christian preachers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 1:12 Apparently the Corinthian Christians were divided into factions on the basis of who had baptized them (vv. 14–17).  Paul knew Apollos well (16:12).  His rhetorical skills were impressive, and the Corinthian Christians had received him gladly after Paul’s departure (Acts 18:24–19:1).  Cephas is the Aramaic equivalent of the name Peter (Gal. 2:7–14), and both names refer to Peter the apostle (1 Cor. 15:5; Gal. 1:18; 2:7–14).  Unlike Paul (1 Cor. 7:8), Cephas was married and had traveled to Corinth with his wife (9:5).  Apparently one faction in Corinth, claiming to be above it all, took the slogan “I follow Christ.”  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who was Gaius in 1:14?  Romans 16:23.  
· Why didn’t Paul baptize many people?  What was Paul’s ambition?  Romans 15:20.  
· 1 Cor. 1:17 words of eloquent wisdom.  Are they important?  Why or why not?  Examples?  

Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom (1:18-31) 
· What are the differences between “street smart” and wisdom?  What are the differences between wisdom of this world and wisdom of God?  What is the wisdom of God?  
· Why are you in the graduate program here?  Searching for street smart?  Knowledge of this world?  Diploma only?  Or wisdom of God?  
· 1 Cor. 1:22–25 Jesus’ hostile opponents had kept demanding more miraculous signs to prove his claims (Matt. 16:1–4; Mark 8:11–12; Luke 11:16; John 2:18–20; 4:48), but they were doing this just to manipulate him, for the signs he had already given were sufficient to leave them without excuse for their unbelief (John 3:2; 12:9–11, 37; 14:11).  Greeks were viewed in antiquity, in contrast to barbarians, as a cultured people and therefore interested in wisdom (Acts 17:21; Rom. 1:14).  A crucified Messiah was offensive to an unbelieving Jew (Matt. 16:22; Gal. 3:13; 5:11), and nonsensical to an unbelieving Greek.  God’s power to call forth his people, however, works through a deeper wisdom than human beings can recognize (unless God grants them faith).  Paul writes that the gospel is preached to all (1 Cor. 1:23), but God calls some effectively to salvation from among both Jews and Greeks (v. 24). On Christ as a stumbling block (v. 23), see notes on Isa. 8:11–15; 28:16.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 1 Cor. 1:26–31 Just as the message and its messenger (Paul) were foolish by the world’s standards, so most of those in Corinth who believed the message were foolish by those same standards.  God’s transformation of them into his people (by choosing them to be saved) in spite of their humanly unimpressive pedigree excludes all boasting in ancestry, accomplishment, or affiliation with one preacher or another (see also 3:21–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· When you invite friends to the Bible study, what are the common answers?  Why?  What are your responses?  How to get to their heart?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses?  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow, Chunlong Liu and Jun He 1/22/2015 
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