Revelation 21, 7/31/2014

Opening
· When did you cry hard the last time?  For what?  Any comfort from someone?  
· Are you following the news about the recent struggle between Israel and Hamas in Gaza?  Many civilians including children died.  Whose faults?  Who should be blamed?  Any comfort from someone?  
· Which cities maintain their city walls in good conditions?  Xian, Luven, ..  Describe their layouts and their walls.  Why walls?  
· Will there be new heaven and new earth?  If so, what do they look like and how would you describe them?  What do they have and what don’t they have?  
· Remember your wedding?  What does a wedding represent?  Beginning of a very intimate relationship with commitment.  
· Did you have wedding rings?  Any precious stones?  
· What are the precious stones that you can name?  Do you have them?  
· How would God describe his intimate relationship with his people, now and in the future?  

The New Heaven and the New Earth (21:1-8) 
· Rev. 21:1-8 Reformation Study Bible.  
· The voice of God announces the descent of the New Jerusalem against the backdrop of total renovation - a new heaven and a new earth.  God is the Alpha (1:8), the Creator whose purposes were expressed from the beginning, and the Omega, the Consummator who brings His purposes to final realization.  God’s glory, power, and beauty within the sphere of heaven (Ch. 4) now extend to all His people (v. 3).  Evil and pain are abolished in the new creation, in contrast to the pain, suffering, and struggles running through the earlier parts of Revelation.  The promises made to overcomers are now fulfilled (2:7).  
· The final visions of Revelation weave into a beautiful unity a host of biblical themes.  Note the themes of creation (v. 1), the holy city of Jerusalem, communion with God expressed through marriage imagery (v. 2), the dwelling of God, including the tabernacle and temple (4:1-5:14), saints as God’s own people (v. 3), the end of suffering and death (v. 4), new deeds of salvation, trustworthiness of God’s Word (v. 5), living water (v. 6), becoming a son of God (v. 7), warnings to the faithless, and judgment (v. 8).  
· The final judgment of God, in fact, has two sides: the negative side (the judgment of the wicked) is expressed in 20:11-15, while the positive side (the reward for the righteous) is expressed here.  Within the negative message of 20:11-15 there is a positive note, the Book of Life (20:15).  Similarly, within the positive message of vv. 1-8 there is one negative note, the lake of fire (v. 8).  These verses and 20:11-15 are symmetric scenes depicting judgment both negatively and positively.  
· ESV Study Bible.  Scholars differ as to whether this “new earth” is entirely new (newly created) or is the old earth transformed in a way analogous to the transformation of believers’ resurrection bodies (1 Cor. 15:35–49; Phil. 3:21; see note on 2 Pet. 3:10).  
· Rev. 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.  What does this “new” mean?  ESV Study Bible.  
· The removal of the first heaven and earth eliminates the fatal infection of evil in the cosmic order and gives way to God’s creation of a new cosmic order where sin and suffering and death are forever banished.  The old order was in “bondage to decay” (Rom. 8:21) and “groaning … in pains of childbirth until now” (Rom. 8:22), awaiting the day when “the heavens … will be dissolved” and “new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness will dwell” will be established to forever replace the old (2 Pet. 3:12–13).  ESV Study Bible.  
· This represents the specific fulfillment of the prophecy given to Isaiah: “Thus says the Lord God … ‘I create new heavens and a new earth …’” (Isa. 65:13, 17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The sea was no more does not mean there will be no bodies of water in the new earth (cf. 21:6; 22:1–2) but refers to the source of earthly rebellion, chaos, and danger—the sea from which the beast emerged (13:1; Dan. 7:3).  This symbolic (or literal) source of rebellion will no longer threaten creation’s perfection.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 21:6 The spring of the water of life is the throne of God and the Lamb (Rev. 22:1), a throne of grace (Heb. 4:16) because here the thirsty drink without payment, by God’s free gift (Isa. 55:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why does this chapter use “bride” to describe the New Jerusalem?  
· Ez. 36:26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
· Does God have grandsons and granddaughters?  How can you tell?  21:7.  

The New Jerusalem, the Bride of the Lamb (21:9-27) 
· What are the precious stones that you can name?  Do you have them?  
[image: http://ichthys.com/stones.gif]
http://ichthys.com/New_Jerusalem.htm
· Rev. 21:9–22:5 The picture of the New Jerusalem now unfolds in detail.  The final dwelling place of the saints is simultaneously the fulfillment of earlier revelations of God appearing in glory and reigning in His heavenly court (21:22, 23; 22:1, 3; ct. Ch. 4), the holy city Jerusalem (21:10), the Garden of Eden (22:1-3), the bride, the marriage partner of the Lord (21:9), and the temple as the dwelling place of God (21:22, 23).  The central figure and the central blessing of the city is God Himself, and the Lamb (21:22, 23; 22:1-5).  The final revelation of God necessarily brings to a climax all earlier revelations, It completes God’s purpose of bringing all things under one Head-Christ (11:15; Eph. 1:10).  It harmonizes with the creation of all things by Christ at the beginning (1:17; 4:11; Col. 1:15-17) and the redemption of all things through Christ in the middle (5:9-14; Rom. 11:36; Col. 1:18-20).  
· Because of the fluid character of the imagery, it is wise not to distinguish rigidly between the inhabitants of the city (the saints) and the city itself (saints together with the glorified creation).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 21:15–17 The measuring rod of gold is more glorious than the reed in Ezekiel’s vision (Ezek. 40:3).  The city’s length and width and height are equal, having a cubic shape like the Most Holy Place in the OT sanctuary (1 Kings 6:20; Ezek. 41:4).  Since the entire city is the Most Holy Place (the place of God’s presence), John saw no temple in it (Rev. 21:22).  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The length, width, and height of the city (12,000 stadia, or 1,380 miles [2,221 km]) and the width (144 cubits) of the city wall are multiples of 12.  This may indicate the literal dimensions of the city or may symbolize the perfect life of the people of God (see 7:4–8).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 21:19 every kind of jewel.  The list of precious stones shows the beauty and magnificence of the city and the way it reflects the beauty of God, who fills it with His glory (4:3).  The list also corresponds roughly to the twelve precious stones of Aaron’s breastplate (Ex. 28:15-21).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 21:23 Language echoing Isa. 60:19–20 identifies God the Father as the source, and Christ as the mediator, of the bride’s radiant light (her truth and purity).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Outside the City: The gates of New Jerusalem will always be open (Rev.21:25).  For there will nevermore be any night (Rev.21:25; 22:5), no time of insecurity and danger, nor will anything profane even be able to enter in, since all sinfulness has been burnt out of the New Heavens and the New Earth.  New Jerusalem, Ichthys Home, http://ichthys.com/New_Jerusalem.htm
· The “kings of the nations” will “bring their glory” (i.e., everything valuable and fine produced in the perfect new universe) into the city (Rev.21:24; 21:26), and the nations they represent will “walk by its light” (Rev.21:24).  
· Furthermore, the leaves of the tree(s) of life will benefit these nations outside the city wall (Rev.22:2).  
· From this compound description it is very clear that there will be a sizeable population living outside of the city wall.  It is also clear that they, and in particular their leaders, will enter the city on a regular basis.  Therefore this elect group must be carefully distinguished from those mentioned by John at Revelation 22:15 (i.e., “outside are the dogs,” etc.).  
· For those reprobates are being deliberately contrasted in that passage with this group which precedes it in verse fourteen, a whole host of people who have “the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.”  The “dogs” are those who have been committed to the Lake of Fire, with “outside” referring to the “outer darkness” (Matt.8:12; 22:13; 25:30); the key idea in both cases is one of complete separation from God.  That is to say, “outside” refers not just to the New Jerusalem, but to being “outside” the Lord’s eternal state entirely (i.e., in the Lake of Fire).  For only the names of believers will still be found “in the book of life” as the names outside-believers are said to be (Rev.21:27).  
· Discussion 
· Why will there be a need for walls in the New Jerusalem?  Why will the walls be so tall?  
· Will there be only one city in heaven, the New Jerusalem?  What are inside the city and what are outside?  Gates opening all the time?  Who are passing through?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Which cities that you know of are similar to the New Jerusalem?  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow and Chunlong Liu, 7/31/2014 
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