Revelation 20 Draft, 5/27/2014

Opening
· How would you describe the situations of the world today?  
· Ukraine.  Gaza.  Syria.  Iraq.  
· ISIS blows up Jonah’s tomb.  Several holy sites targeted in Iraq.  The Mosul site is said to be the burial place of the prophet Jonah, who was swallowed by a whale or fish in the Islamic and Judeo-Christian traditions.  CNN, 7/24/2014, http://www.cnn.com/2014/07/24/world/iraq-violence/index.html?hpt=hp_t1.  
· Can you briefly describe WWI?  How many sides were there?  Which side won and why?  How about WWII?  
· Will there be WWIII?  If yes, what will that look like?  How many sides will there be?  Which sides will win and why?  Have you heard the threats from “the North”?  
· Have you heard about “the Millennium”?  What is it?  Are we in it, passed it, or will it happen in the future?  What will happen after the Millennium?  

The Thousand Years (20:1-6) 
· Rev. 20:1–6 Interlude: The Thousand Years of the Dragon’s Binding and the Martyrs’ Reign.  These verses are among the most controversial in Revelation.  Responsible scholars disagree regarding the meaning of the “thousand years” in vv. 2–7.  The three main views are represented by (ESV Study Bible): 
· Premillennialists (those who believe Christ will return “pre” [before] the millennium) think that this thousand years is a future time of great peace and justice, which is usually thought to be a literal 1,000-year period that will begin when Christ returns to reign on earth as a physically present King, and which will include resurrected believers reigning with him.  
· Postmillennialists (those who believe that Christ will return “post” [after] the millennial period) think that before Christ returns to earth the gospel will spread and triumph so powerfully that societies will be transformed and peace and justice will reign on earth for a thousand years (or for a long period of time), after which Christ will return for the final judgment.  
· Amillennialists (those who hold an “a” [non-literal] millennial view) think this thousand years is the same period as this present church age, and that there will be no future “millennium” before Christ returns for the final judgment.  
· Rev. 20:1–3 The nature of this binding of Satan is important to the three millennial views.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Premillennialists read this as predicting a complete removal of Satan from the earth during a future golden age (a “millennium”) of social righteousness, international peace, and physical well-being, with Christ reigning on earth.  They argue that the phrases “shut it” and “sealed it over him” picture a removal of Satan from the earth too complete to represent the current age.  
· Postmillennialists also think this will be a future golden age, but that Christ will not return until the end of that time.  
· Amillennialists note that the NT affirms that Jesus’ first coming has already bound Satan (Matt. 12:29) and brought God’s light to the nations (Matt. 4:14–16; Luke 2:32; Acts 14:15–17; 17:30–31).  Therefore they argue that this binding of Satan for “a thousand years” refers to the gospel’s spread among all nations during the present age, and to the present restraint of the church’s persecutors until an outbreak of rebellion before Christ’s return (see 2 Thess. 2:3–8).  
· Rev. 20:4–5 These faithful believers came to life (ESV Study Bible): 
· Premillennialists think this means that deceased believers will experience bodily resurrection at the beginning of the millennium, and that is what is meant by this is the first resurrection.  
· Amillennialists think “they came to life” and “the first resurrection” means their souls entered into the presence of God in heaven after they died, and their deaths were in fact their victory over the dragon and beast (Rev. 12:11; 15:2), imparting to them a foretaste of the final resurrection (20:12–15).  
· Some postmillennialists agree with the amillennial view of “the first resurrection,” while other postmillennialists think it refers to the future victory of Christianity in the world after its earlier persecution.  
· Discussion 
· Is the Millennium good?  
· Why would Satan be released after the 1000 years?  
· Which of the three views is most meaningful to you?  Why?  
· Is it easy to be part of the “first resurrection”?  

The Defeat of Satan (20:7-10) 
· Rev. 20:7–10 God Defeats and Destroys the Dragon and Its Gathered Armies.  Satan’s release after the thousand years will free him to deceive the nations and to gather them for the last battle.  Amillennialists see this as the same battle as the one described in 16:13–16 and 19:17–21.  Premillennialists see this as a separate, later battle.  The gathered armies are called Gog and Magog, titles of Israel’s pagan oppressors, who would be destroyed by fire … from heaven (Ezek. 38:22; 39:6) and consumed as carrion (Ezek. 39:1–6, 17–20; Rev. 19:17–18, 21).  Although the saints are exposed as a camp and, as inhabitants of God’s beloved city (11:2; 21:2), are besieged by foes as countless as the sand of the sea, their enemies will be consumed by God’s fiery judgment.  The deceiver will be thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Cog and Magog (http://trackingbibleprophecy.com/gog_magog.php)
· Ezekiel 38-39 reveals a fascinating and detailed prophecy about a future war campaign against Israel.  This war is known as the “Gog and Magog War” because the people of Magog and their leader Gog will lead the attack.  Scripture clearly teaches that this particular war will be a turning point for Israel, with regard to their relationship with God.  
· The sobering, yet exciting aspect of this study is that for the first time since Ezekiel penned these prophecies, the countries that will gather against Israel have built an alliance in recent years.  The prophetic puzzle pieces are now in place.  It is just a matter of time, that is, God’s timing before these prophecies find fulfillment.  
· Ezekiel wrote down the ancient names of the nations as he knew them.  To make sense of these names, we need to do some investigative work using Scripture and history.  Many prophecy teachers have done the detective work for us already.  The graphic below, shows the most widely held interpretation of the nations that will come against Israel.  
· Ezekiel 38:1-6.  The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshek and Tubal; prophesy against him and say: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshek and Tubal.  I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army—your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords.  Persia, Cush and Put will be with them, all with shields and helmets, also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its troops—the many nations with you.  
· Which country is Rosh (罗 施)?  How about other countries mentioned above?  
[image: Great Middle East War]
· Zechariah 14:2-5.  I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem for the war; the city will be captured, the houses will be pillaged and the women will be violated; half of the city will go out in exile, but the rest of the people will not be eliminated from the city.  Hashem will go out and wage war with those nations, as He wages war on the day of battle.  His feet will stand on that day on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives will split open at its middle, east to west, [forming] a very wide valley; half of the mountain will move to the north and half of it to the south.  You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel.  You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.  
· Discussion 
· Why will there be so many against God’s people right after the Millennium?  
· What will happen to the devil?  
· How do you think about the prophecies of Ezekiel and John?  

Judgment Before the Great White Throne (20:11-15) 
· What are the books in Rev. 20:12?  
· Rev. 20:11–15 The Last Judgment and the Destruction of Death, the Last Enemy.  All the dead will be raised from the grave and the sea, to be judged either by their deeds recorded in “the books” (v. 12; Dan. 7:10) or by God’s gracious registration of their names in the Lamb’s “book of life.”  This judgment was announced in 11:18.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 20:15 “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”  What does it mean?  Do good deeds justify a person to be saved?  If not, what can?  
· Discussion 
· Do you have a book of what you plan to do and what have done?  How does that book look?  How does it compare to the “book of life”?  

Wrapping up 
· Any thoughts about the world’s major events after tonight’s discussion?  
· Do you want your name to be in the “book of life”?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  

Peter Luh and Koh Han Seow, 7/25/2014 
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