Revelation 18, 7/11/2014

Opening
· Do you remember what we discussed in Chapter 17?  
· Who is that woman?  What does Babylon stand for?  Why?  
· Who is the beast?  What does the seven heads and ten horns stand for?  
· Why do the beast and ten horns then hate the woman and bring her down?  
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· What are the five most sinful cities in the US?  What should be the criteria?  Las Vegas?  Orlando?  DC?  See http://www.thestreet.com/story/11980303/1/5-most-sinful-cities-in-america.html for a 2013 study:
· If you're the kind of person who eats dessert first or picks a college to attend because of its party-school reputation, here’s a look at five “sinful cities” you’d probably love to move to.  
· The study analyzed 95 of the nation's 100 most-populous communities to see how often locals commit the Catholic Church’s seven major sins: Envy, Gluttony, Greed, Lust, Pride, Sloth and Wrath.  
· Wrath is quantified by looking at the FBI’s annual report on each U.S. city’s violent-crime rate - the number of murders, robberies, aggravated assaults, rapes and non-negligent manslaughter cases reported each year per 1,000 residents.  
· Envy.  Movoto quantified this sin by looking at each community’s FBI property-crime rate, which counts how many burglaries, larcenies and car thefts occur each year per 1,000 residents.  
· Gluttony.  The study looked at the U.S. Centers for Diseases Control’s latest estimates of each city's obesity rate.  
· Greed.  Nelson calculated Greed by using Philanthropy.com's figures of how much the average person in each locale gives to charity in a given year.  The lower the percentage of disposable income donated, the higher the assumed greed.  
· Lust.  The site ranked each community’s Lust level by determining the number of strip clubs per capita advertised on Yelp.com.  
· Pride.  Nelson measured Pride by calculating how many plastic surgeons each city has per capita, again based on Yelp.com listings.  
· Sloth.  Movoto judged Sloth by looking at CDC estimates of each city’s inactivity rate, the percent of a community’s population that’s not physically active.  
· Number 5: Milwaukee.  Number 4: Pittsburgh.  Number 3: Minneapolis.  Number 2: Orlando.  Number 1: St Louis.  Las Vegas?  Number 10.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What do you think of the above?  
· What is “exodus”?  How many exoduses were recorded in the Bible?  Why for each case?  
· Why did God bring Noah and his family out of the old world?  
· Why did God bring Abraham out of Ur?  
· Why did God bring Israelites out of Egypt?  
· Will God bring us out of this world?  Why?  To where?  

Lament Over Fallen Babylon (18:1-3) 
· ESV Study Bible.  Rev. 17:1–19:10 Babylon the Prostitute.  An extended vision elaborates on the fall of Babylon, previously announced by an angel (14:8) and portrayed in the seventh bowl (16:18–19).  The city appears as a woman, a prostitute (17:1–6); then an angel explains the meaning of the woman and the beast on which she sits (17:7–18).  Finally, a series of voices comment on her fall—from the perspective of heaven (18:1–8), through earthly laments (18:9–19), and again from heaven’s viewpoint (18:20–19:10).  
· The “great prostitute” and “Babylon the great” (chs. 17 and 18) are synonymous, both depicting the empire of the beast.  
· Many futurists think that Babylon represents a great religious entity (not identified more specifically) that will follow and support the Antichrist in the end times.  
· Historically, many Protestants identified Babylon with the Roman Catholic Church, but that view is not widely held today.  
· Others foresee an actual restoration of ancient Babylon, while still others think this represents some kind of revived Roman Empire or similar political entity.  
· A series of voices comment on the fall of Babylon – from the perspective of heaven (18:1-8), through earthly laments (from earth’s kings (Rev. 18:9–10) and merchants and seamen (vv. 11–19), and again from heaven’s viewpoint (18:20-19:10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who is that woman?  What does Babylon stand for?  Why?  Let us try to find out tonight.  

Warning to Escape Babylon’s Judgment (18:4-8) 
· Rev. 18:4–8 Another voice from heaven first warns the church against aligning itself with Babylon and then asserts the equity of God’s justice in repaying Babylon’s arrogance and cruelty.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 18:4 The prophets’ appeals for the OT Israelites to come out of the cultures in which they sojourned as exiles (Isa. 52:11; Jer. 51:6–9, 45) are equally relevant to the NT church in the apostles’ day and today (2 Cor. 6:14–18; see 1 Pet. 2:11–12).  Churches in Thyatira, Laodicea, and elsewhere failed to keep their distance from Babylon’s power-driven, pleasure-crazed value system.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 18:7 I am not a widow.  A claim that the men of Babylon have not died on battlefields.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues.”  What do you think?  

Threefold Woe Over Babylon’s Fall (18:9-20) 
· Rev. 18:9–10 Laments from kings, merchants, and mariners who profited from Babylon’s power and prosperity provide earthly commentary on the great city’s fall.  When her fall comes, her lovers will stand far off, in fear and horror; but it will be too late to distance themselves from her fate.  Kings will mourn Babylon as the mighty city that God judged in a single hour (see vv. 17, 19), suddenly and swiftly, when his patience had reached its limit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 18:11–17 The merchants, who gained wealth from the great prostitute (v. 15) issue a lengthy lament, since the great prostitute especially represents the lust for materialistic acquisition and luxury.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 18:12 Purple.  An expensive dye since it must be extracted a drop at a time from the murex shellfish.  Citron wood.  An expensive dark wood from north Africa – used for inlay work in costly furniture.  Marble.  Used to decorate public buildings and the homes of the very rich.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 18:12–13 The list of cargo for which no market will remain after Babylon’s fall resembles the goods transported by the Phoenician merchants of ancient Tyre, which arrogantly boasted of its beauty (Ezekiel 27).  As Revelation’s beast incorporates every expression of corrupt government (see Rev. 13:1–2), so its prostitute includes every corrupt economic system.  Even human souls are reduced to cargo, traded as slaves to drive the engines of production and prosperity.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who is that woman?  What does Babylon stand for?  Kings, merchants, or mariners?  Maybe not.  

The Finality of Babylon’s Doom (18:21-24) 
· Rev. 18:21 The finality of Babylon’s fall is depicted by the irreversible act of throwing a large stone into the sea (Jer. 51:63, 64).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· When one sees these applications in John’s day he or she is able to make applications today toward the false worship of the state and almighty dollar.  Pastor Yoakum.  
· The beast out of the sea is Rome which is made very clear in 17:9 - the city on seven hills and the beast out of the earth is for John’s readers the local authorities in the providence of Asia who promote emperor worship and use economic pressures to enforce conformity.  Pastor Yoakum.  
· What is the “Babylon?”  It is what the same author (John) elsewhere calls “the world” (read 1 John 2:15-16).  The kosmos (“orderly arrangement”) is that satanically-inspired system of values (hedonism, materialism, egotism) that seeks to seduce us from a love relationship with the one true God, who alone can provide us with the security and identity and significance we need.  It is a whore, appealing to our fallen desires and promising us satisfaction that it can never deliver – while it charges the price of our souls.  http://www.xenos.org/teachings/?teaching=796.  
· 1Jn. 2:15-16 Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues.”  How should be come out of her?
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