Revelation 8 and 9, 5/16/2014

Opening
· Have you celebrated Halloween before?  Do you know the story behind it?  
· (Simple!!)  Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween.  Halloween, a contraction of “All Hallows’ Evening,” is a yearly celebration observed on 31 October, dedicated to remembering the dead, including saints (hallows), martyrs, and all the faithful departed believers.  
· According to many academic scholars, Halloween is a Christianized feast initially influenced by Celtic harvest festivals, with possible pagan roots.  Other maintain that it has solely Christian roots.  
· Typical festive Halloween activities include trick-or-treating, attending costume parties, decorating, carving pumpkins into jack-o’-lanterns, lighting bonfires, apple bobbing, visiting haunted house attractions, playing pranks, telling scary stories, and watching horror films.  
· Have you heard about the Ten Plagues of Egypt?  What is the story behind?  
· Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagues_of_Egypt.  The Ten Plagues of Egypt were ten calamities that, according to the biblical Book of Exodus, Israel’s God inflicted upon Egypt to persuade Pharaoh to release the ill-treated Israelites from slavery.  Pharaoh capitulated after the tenth plague, triggering the Exodus of the Hebrew people.  The plagues were designed to contrast the power of Yahweh with the impotence of Egypt’s various gods.  Some commentators have associated several of the plagues with judgment on specific gods associated with the Nile, fertility and natural phenomena.  The plagues of Egypt are also mentioned in the Quran, where they are attributed to the Heavenly host rather than the Lord directly.  
1. Water into blood: Ex. 7:14–25
2. Frogs: Ex. 7:25–8:11
3. Lice: Ex. 8:16–19
4. Wild animals or flies: Ex. 8:20–32
5. Deceased livestock: Ex. 9:1–7
6. Boils: Ex. 9:8–12
7. Storms of hail: Ex. 9:13–35
8. Locusts: Ex. 10:1–20
9. Darkness: Ex. 10:21–29
10. Death of firstborn: Ex. 11:1–12:36
· Were these plagues true events?  Why or why not?  
· Do you know how dinosaurs got extinguished from the earth?  
· Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinosaur#Impact_event.  The asteroid collision theory, which was brought to wide attention in 1980 by Walter Alvarez and colleagues, links the extinction event at the end of the Cretaceous period to a bolide impact approximately 66 million years ago.  Alvarez et al. proposed that a sudden increase in iridium levels, recorded around the world in the period's rock stratum, was direct evidence of the impact.  The bulk of the evidence now suggests that a bolide 5 to 15 kilometers (3 to 9 mi) wide hit in the vicinity of the Yucatán Peninsula (in southeastern Mexico), creating the approximately 180 km (110 mi) Chicxulub Crater and triggering the mass extinction.  Scientists are not certain whether dinosaurs were thriving or declining before the impact event.  The consensus among scientists who support this theory is that the impact caused extinctions both directly (by heat from the meteorite impact) and also indirectly (via a worldwide cooling brought about when matter ejected from the impact crater reflected thermal radiation from the sun).  Although the speed of extinction cannot be deduced from the fossil record alone, various models suggest that the extinction was extremely rapid, being down to hours rather than years.  
· Do you believe that there is an end to the earth?  How?  
· How is the second coming of Christ described in Mark or other gospel books?  
· Do you think that some of the Ten Plagues of Egypt can come back again?  

The Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer (8:1-5) 
· Rev. 8:1 An interlude promising the sealing and safety of God’s servants (7:1–17) has delayed the opening of the final seal.  The silence in heaven that ensues when the Lamb breaks the seventh seal further sustains the suspense.  Yet God’s patience in delaying judgment should not be mistaken for indifferent slowness.  Silence is appropriate in anticipation of the Lord’s coming judgment (Zeph. 1:7–10; Zech. 2:13).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 8:2–11:18 The Angels and the Trumpets: Warnings of Coming Wrath.  A brief vision of God’s heavenly temple, focusing on a golden incense altar, opens a new cycle of seven visions, each of which is introduced by an angelic trumpet blast.  Fiery devastation descends from God’s altar in response to his people’s pleas.  It despoils the entire environment inhabited by rebellious humanity: land and sea, rivers and springs, lights in the sky overhead—yet divine restraint and forbearance delay the final cataclysm, prolonging the opportunity for repentance.  Visions of woe initiated by the last three trumpets disclose intensified demonic activity and global violence as the consummation approaches, at which time “the kingdom of the world” will have “become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ” (11:15), and every rebel against his reign will endure eternal condemnation and punishment.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 8:2–5 A sevenfold vision series begins with a glimpse into God’s heavenly sanctuary.  As seven angels stand ready to sound warning trumpets, the incense altar from which smoke rises (symbolizing the prayers of the suffering church) is the source of a succession of fiery judgments cast from heaven to the earth—devastating, but still restrained, foretastes of final judgment to come.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 8:3–5 The earthly OT sanctuary had two altars, one for bloody sacrifice in the courtyard and the other for smoky incense inside, adjacent to the veil into the Most Holy Place (Ex. 27:1–8; 30:1–10).  John sees only one altar in heaven, fulfilling both functions (Rev. 6:9; 8:3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do we understand the purposes of the delay of Christ’s second coming?  What shall we do then?  
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The Seven Trumpets (8:6-13) 
· How would you explain the events associated with the first four trumpet blasts?  
· Rev. 8:6–7 Hail and fire mixed with blood.  Cf. the imagery of the seventh plague on Egypt (Ex 9:13-25; cf. Eze 38:22).  A third of the earth was burned up.  This fraction indicates that the punishment announced by the trumpets is not yet complete and final (the same fraction appears in each of the next three plagues: vv. 8-9, 10-11,12).  A smaller fraction (a fourth) of devastation accompanied the opening of the fourth seal (6:8).  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 8:8–9 The second trumpet reveals a great mountain, burning with fire, thrown into the sea, turning a third of it to blood and destroying a third of its creatures and ships.  Volcanic eruptions such as Vesuvius and bloody battles on the Mediterranean show the Lamb’s sovereignty over another sphere of human life.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 8:10–11 At the third trumpet, fire falls from heaven as a blazing star named Wormwood, which embitters and poisons a third of the rivers and springs (sources of drinking water) just as the Nile’s bloodied waters became undrinkable (Ex. 7:24).  If Rev. 8:10 is understood literally, it may represent a great meteorite falling to earth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 8:12 The darkening (at the fourth trumpet) of a third of the sun, moon, and stars, obscuring their light for a third of the day and the night, resembles the ninth plague on Egypt (Ex. 10:21–23).  Since stars are still in the sky, this judgment apparently precedes the shaking of heaven and earth portrayed with the sixth seal (Rev. 6:12–14).  The means causing this darkness may be billowing smoke from burning cities, but the ultimate source is the Lamb’s reign.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The billowing smoke could have come from the falling of the great meteorite to earth of 8:10-11.  
· Discussion 
· Why are the events linked to the Ten Plagues of Egypt?  
· References to the Egyptian plagues suggest that in Revelation we have the final exodus of God’s people from the bondage of a world controlled by hostile powers.  Reformation Study Bible.  

The Fifth Trumpet (9:1-12) 
· How would you explain the events associated with the fifth trumpet blast?  
· Rev. 9:1 The star in 8:10 was part of a cosmic disturbance; here the star is a divine agent, probably an angel.  Abyss.  Conceived of as the subterranean abode of demonic hordes.  This Greek word means “very deep” or “bottomless.”  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 9:2–3 When the fallen star unlocked the bottomless pit, locusts emerged in billowing smoke that darkened the sky.  This is an echo of the eighth plague on Egypt (Ex. 10:14–15).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 9:4–6 What John sees as locusts are no threat to earth’s vegetation (grass, green plant, or tree), nor can they harm those who bear God’s seal.  And their strange composite appearance (9:7–9) gives the impression of symbolism.  Therefore, it seems that these invaders are not literal insects but demonic spirits (with Satan as their leader, v. 11), released to torment their own worshipers (v. 20), who serve their king, the “Destroyer.”  Thus their scorpion-like stings cannot inflict death, which would bring relief to their victims.  Others think these locusts represent military forces, and still others consider them to be actual locusts but with their destructive power described in figurative imagery.  Five months signifies the divinely imposed brevity of their power to torture even those who oppose the Lamb.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How would you compare the events of the first four trumpet blasts with those associated with the fifth trumpet blast?  

The Sixth Trumpet (9:13-21) 
· How would you explain the events associated with the sixth trumpet blast?  
· Rev. 9:13–21 The cavalry revealed with the sixth trumpet resembles the demon swarm of the fifth, like horses and lions, with breastplates and venomous power in their tails.  Yet these warriors are authorized to take human life on a massive scale, showing that Satan is waging war against his own followers.  These warriors, with their origin beyond the Euphrates, suggest that John now sees the carnage wrought by military aggression and warfare.  Yet, devastating as the bloodshed is, God still imposes limits: a third of mankind was killed (vv. 15, 18).  This is the last limited judgment and warning blast, for when the seventh, last trumpet sounds, “the mystery of God will be fulfilled” (10:7; cf. 1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:16), and the opportunity to repent will be past (Rev. 9:20–21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rev. 9:16–19 twice ten thousand times ten thousand.  Two hundred million is an incredibly large army.  This cavalry, like the locusts from the Abyss (9:1–12), consists of demons.  Their horses have heads like lions’ heads and tails like serpents.  Red fire, blue smoke (like sapphire), and yellow, rancid sulfur spewing from the horses’ mouths reflect the colors of their riders’ breastplates.  The demonic horsemen kill by deluding human armies into war.  Some think these 200 million troops represent a very large actual human army.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 9:20–21 did not repent.  Although those rebelling against God have been tortured by the very demons they worshiped, the survivors will take no warning from these final trumpet blasts.  This shows the total depravity of the sinners (also 16:9, 11, 21; 20:7–10).  Every time Christ offers them repentance, they reject his offer and prefer to follow Satan.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Can you recall Pharaoh’s position at each of the ten plagues?  
· How about us?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· When would the seventh trumpet sound?  Rev. 11:15.  What would happen then?  Come back or read yourself first.  
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