Revelation 19, 7/18/2014

Opening
· A scandal in Taiwan 
· Scholarly journal retracts 60 articles, smashes ‘peer review ring’ (Washington Post, by Fred Barbash July 10).  In 2013, the editor of the Journal of Vibration and Control (JVC), a Sage journal, became aware of people using “fabricated identities” to manipulate an online system called SAGE Track by which scholars review the work of other scholars prior to publication.  Attention focused on a researcher named Peter Chen (陳震遠) of the National Pingtung University of Education (屏東教育大學, NPUE) in Taiwan and “possibly other authors at this institution.”  After a 14-month investigation, JVC determined the ring involved “aliases” and fake e-mail addresses of reviewers – up to 130 of them – in an apparently successful effort to get friendly reviews of submissions and as many articles published as possible by Chen and his friends.  “On at least one occasion, the author Peter Chen reviewed his own paper under one of the aliases he created,” according to the SAGE announcement... (http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/07/10/scholarly-journal-retracts-60-articles-smashes-peer-review-ring/)
· What do you think about the above?  What happened and why?  
· 科技部查出，陳震遠發表在「天然災害」（Natural Hazards，NH）期刊發表的一篇論文，內容短短十二頁，就引用一二四篇其他論文，占整整四頁半；最誇張的是，這當中的一一一篇都引自他或雙胞胎弟弟、高雄海洋科大教授陳震武的著作。 (http://udn.com/NEWS/NATIONAL/NATS1/8809314.shtml)
· What do you think about the above?  What happened and why?  
· Part 2.  The Minister of Education (教育部長蔣偉寧) happened to be a co-author of five of the 60 articles.  He first denied that he knew the associate professor, and then said that he only met him very few times, and then ..  It turned out that he was the academic advisor of 陳震武.  A few days later, he resigned his position as the Minister of Education.  What do you think about this?  What happened and why?  
· Part 3.  This same Minister of Education pushed for and implemented the 12-year education system, which was plagued by disasters.  He did not resign for the education system, but resigned for this academic scandal.  What do you think about this?  What happened and why?  
· The society has been corrupted by The Woman and has lost the sense of morality, honor, wrath of God, ...  
· What are the most intimate relationships we have?  Husband and wife.  Parents and children.  Similarities and differences?  
· Have you attended a wedding ceremony?  Christian wedding or not?  Similarities and differences?  What are the most important aspects of a good marriage?  Faithfulness and intimacy?  
· How does God describe His relationship with His people?  
· How does Jesus describe His relationship with His Church?  
· Amazing?  

Rejoicing in Heaven (19:1-5) 
· What did we discuss last time about Revelation 18?  
· After all the judgments, including the judgment of The Woman, what will happen?  
· Rev. 19:1–2 John had seen a great multitude, representing every nation, standing before God’s throne in heaven and extolling his salvation (see 7:9–10).  Now that countless choir, redeemed by the Lamb (7:14), praises God also for his just vengeance on the prostitute who murdered the saints.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Hallelujah, which occurs only here in the NT (19:1, 3, 4, 6), comes from a Hebrew term for “praise Yahweh,” seen often in the Psalms (esp. Psalms 113–118).  
· True and just.  God’s judgments will expose every lie and right every wrong (Rev. 15:3; 16:7).  
· As in 18:23–24, the great prostitute is condemned for twin crimes: she corrupted the earth (11:18) through beguiling pleasure, and she shed the blood of God’s servants (17:6), which he has finally avenged (6:10).  
· Rev. 19:4 The worship offered by the elders and living creatures links this consummation celebration with the earlier vision of God and the Lamb (5:8–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Amen (the English transliteration of the Gk. word amēn, which was itself taken from a word with the same sound in Hebrew, ’amen) expresses confident certainty (John 10:7) or strong agreement (1 Cor. 14:16).  
· Discussion 
· Are you happy or sad for the judgment of the great prostitute?  Why?  

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (19:6-10) 
· Who is the bride and who is the groom?  Who will be invited to the wedding supper?  
· Why did the Bible use marriage to describe the relationship between Christ and the Church?  How about wedding?  A great celebration and a great new beginning!  
· Rev. 19:7 Marriage of the Lamb.  The wedding imagery expresses the intimacy, love, and joy between Christ and His people.  It fulfills the commitments expressed earlier in Scripture (Is. 54:5-8; Has. 2:19, 20; Eph. 5:26, 27).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 19:9–10 Blessed.  Revelation’s fourth of seven benedictions.  Those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb are believers who belong to his beloved bride, the church, who have been called through the gospel of grace (Isa. 25:6–9; Luke 14:15–24).  This “marriage supper of the Lamb” was anticipated in the predictions of a messianic banquet in Isa. 25:6–8; Matt. 22:1–14; 25:10; 26:29.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do you want to be invited to the wedding supper of the lamb?  

The Heavenly Warrior Defeats the Beast (19:11-21) 
· Who is the rider of the white horse described in 19:11?  How many names are for him here?  Why?  How was he described?  
· Rev. 19:11–21 Christ Defeats and Destroys the Beast, the False Prophet, and Their Gathered Armies.  The climactic battle for which the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet gathered the earth’s kings (16:13–16) is introduced with a description of Christ the victor (19:11–16), then with a grim “dinner invitation” forecasting the battle’s outcome (vv. 17–18).  Finally, the conflict occurs (vv. 19–21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 19:11 Heaven opened.  In contrast to 4:1, the heavenly presence of God is now revealed not merely to John the seer but to the whole of humanity.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 19:12–16 The horse’s rider (v. 11) is the Son of Man, with eyes … like a flame of fire and a sharp sword, whom John saw on the Lord’s Day (see 1:14; 1:16).  His many diadems (crowns signifying royalty) show his supremacy as King of kings and Lord of lords.  Although he is named the Word of God as the greatest revelation of the Father (John 1:1, 14; Heb. 1:1–2), he also has a name written that no one knows but himself, since the infinite being of the Son of God can never be fully known.  Divine mystery veils part of the nature of the Son in whom God speaks most fully (Luke 10:22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 19:17–18 The angel’s invitation for birds to pick corpses clean at the great supper of God reflects an OT covenant curse (Deut. 28:26) and echoes God’s prophetic word against Gog and Magog, who oppressed his people (Ezek. 39:17–20).  The beast’s army, to be consumed as carrion, includes not only kings (16:14) and warriors, but also all who serve the beast, both free and slave, both small and great (13:16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 19:20 The beast and the false prophet, like the great prostitute, represent not merely individuals but corrupt human institutions.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What did Jesus ride when he entered Jerusalem?  How about now?  Why?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Shall we follow Christ or the beast and the false prophet?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Want to learn more about the Great War?  Come next Friday.  
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