Revelation 17, 6/27/2014

Opening
· Are you following the World Cup?  In real time or as a replay?  Which one, watching in real time or as a replay when you already know the results, is more exciting?  In real time.  Which one gives you more insights for you to comment on?  As a reply.  
· Hindsight is always perfect.  
· Revelation tells us what will happen in the future.  Shall that help us have more insights about what is going on now and in the future?  
· Do you watch weather forecast?  If the forecast says that there will be thunderstorms tomorrow, are you going to bring your umbrella?  If you brought an umbrella but it didn’t rain, how would you feel?  If you didn’t bring an umbrella but it rained and you got wet, how would you feel?  
· Revelation tells us what will happen in the future.  How should we prepare ourselves so that there will be no major regrets in the future?  
· “The End of Iraq” – says the cover story of the June 19, 2014 issue of the Time Magazine.  What is going on?  “The sudden military victories of a Sunni militant group (the Islamic State of Iraq and Greater Syria or ISIS) threaten to touch off a maelstrom in the Middle East.”  http://time.com/2899488/the-end-of-iraq/ 
· What “forces” are at work?  Military, political, religion forces and beyond?  
· How is Iraq related to the city of Babylon?  Where is the city of Babylon?  
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· What is the ancient Empire of Babylon?  
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· “Ancient Empires – Babylon,” http://www.keyway.ca/htm2000/20000214.htm, by Wayne Blank.  
· The Babylonian Empire was one of the most ancient of the major human kingdoms.  It played a central role in a large segment of Bible History.  In Prophecy, a great end-time apostate church is named after it.  
· Situated in The Tigris-Euphrates Valley, Babylonia has been referred to as “the cradle of the human race” for somewhat good reason - the Garden of Eden was located somewhere in it.
· The Old Babylonian Kingdom was at its peak at about the time of God’s calling of Abraham, who was from Ur of the Chaldees.  However, after many centuries of conflict, the old empire eventually became subject to the Assyrians, from about 885 to 607 B.C.  It was during that period that the Assyrians conquered and took into captivity the northern kingdom of Israel, from which the “Lost Ten Tribes” never returned (2 Kings 17:1-23).  
· The New Babylonian Empire, which existed from 606 to 536 B.C., fully conquered the southern kingdom of Judah in 586 B.C.  It was then that the Babylonians under the rule of King Nebuchadnezzar completely devastated the city of Jerusalem, looted and burned the original Temple of God, built by Solomon, and carried the people of Judah, including the prophets Daniel and Ezekiel, off into captivity.  
· In 536 B.C., after 70 years of supremacy, the Babylonian empire, the “head of gold” in Daniel's Statue (see Chapter 2 of the book of Daniel), came to an end when it fell to the Persians.  There is much more yet to come however – “Babylon” has many prophetic applications that have yet to be completed (Revelation 18:1-24).  
· Where was Babylon first mentioned in the Bible?  In what context?  
· The Tower of Babel, Genesis 11:4–9.  In what context?  

[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/fc/Pieter_Bruegel_the_Elder_-_The_Tower_of_Babel_%28Vienna%29_-_Google_Art_Project_-_edited.jpg/1024px-Pieter_Bruegel_the_Elder_-_The_Tower_of_Babel_%28Vienna%29_-_Google_Art_Project_-_edited.jpg] 
The Tower of Babel by Pieter Bruegel the Elder (1563) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_of_Babel

· What are the major forces at work in China?  In the States?  In the Mid-East?  
· Political, military, religion, economic forces, ..
· Are they in a state of balance or equilibrium?  What are happening?  
· What does Revelation tell us?  

Babylon, the Prostitute on the Beast (17:1-6) 
· Rev. 17:1–19:10 Babylon the Prostitute.  An extended vision elaborates on the fall of Babylon, previously announced by an angel (14:8) and portrayed in the seventh bowl (16:18–19).  The city appears as a woman, a prostitute (17:1–6); then an angel explains the meaning of the woman and the beast on which she sits (17:7–18).  Finally, a series of voices comment on her fall—from the perspective of heaven (18:1–8), through earthly laments (18:9–19), and again from heaven’s viewpoint (18:20–19:10).  The “great prostitute” and “Babylon the great” (chs. 17 and 18) are synonymous, both depicting the empire of the beast.  Many futurists think that Babylon represents a great religious entity (not identified more specifically) that will follow and support the Antichrist in the end times.  Historically, many Protestants identified Babylon with the Roman Catholic Church, but that view is not widely held today.  Others foresee an actual restoration of ancient Babylon, while still others think this represents some kind of revived Roman Empire or similar political entity.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 17:1–15 Babylon’s Power and Luxury.  Babylon’s sumptuous clothing and jewelry signify the allure of prosperity.  Her name, “mother of prostitutes and of earth’s abominations” (v. 5), represents the lust of godless societies for sensual pleasure and their rejection of all restraints.  Her becoming drunk on the blood of the saints, and the beast on which she sits, reveals that, in cultures that defy God, an insidious conspiracy unites the relentless pursuit of wealth and pleasure and the ruthless exercise of political and coercive power.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 17:1.  A few questions:
· Is prostitution, literarily speaking, a serious issue now?  In the future?  
· What is Revelation 17 trying to convey?  
· Are sexual immorality and spiritual infidelity related?  
· What does “many waters” mean?  
· Rev. 17:2 Sexual immorality and spiritual infidelity are interlinked; in Scripture the former often symbolizes the latter (2:20–23; Ezek. 16:15–43).  Babylon’s wanton beauty seduces and intoxicates both heart and body.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 17:3 
· Where was the woman?  Can you describe the beast?  
· Scarlet beast.  This prostitute rides upon a hideous beast, evidently the same beast as in 13:1-10.  The beast, representing the Roman Empire, supports the city of Rome in its luxurious idolatry.  It also spreads the practices of Rome throughout the empire.  Eventually, however, the beast turns against the prostitute and destroys her (vv. 16, 17).  The rapacious powers of Roman government and the Roman legions destroy prosperity, and eventually the military powers of surrounding tribes destroy the city of Rome completely.  The lesson from Roman times can be generalized: idolatrous states end up destroying the very powers, riches, privileges, and people that they originally supported.  False worship is self-destructive.   Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 17:4 
· How would you describe the woman?  What does she represent?  
· Both prostitute and bride are adorned in gold, jewels, pearls, and fine linen (cf. 18:16; 19:8; 21:18–21).  Babylon’s apparel is opulent purple and scarlet, while the bride’s is bright, pure white.  As the beast portrays the state’s power to coerce religious conformity through violence, so the prostitute symbolizes the seductive appeal of a worldly economic system driven by the quest of affluence and pleasure (18:11–19).  The disgusting brew that brims from her golden cup drives her lovers insane (cf. Jer. 51:7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Examples that you know of?  
· Rev. 17:6 drunk with the blood of the … martyrs of Jesus.  Pleasure-addicted society conspires with the power-addicted state to silence the testimony of Jesus’ witnesses by putting them to death (13:15–17).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why was John astonished?  
· Discussion 
· What forces are at work today?  In the future?  
· What does the woman represent?  

The Angel’s interpretation (17:7-18) 
· Rev. 17:7–18 Now the angel interprets the mystery.  Can you understand?  
· Rev. 17:8 The beast … was and is not and is to come; it had received a mortal wound yet came back to life (13:12–14).  The prediction that the beast was about to rise from the bottomless pit (11:7) and go to destruction means that its present power to persecute Christians is inhibited, and that its future appearance in unprecedented violence will be short-lived (see 19:19–21; 20:7–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· In the Old Testament, are there similar prophesies?  Daniel Chapters 2 and 7.  They are amazingly accurate.  
· Which city is well-known as “the city of seven hills”?  Rome.  Why?  
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· Rev. 17:9–11 Rome, which then had “dominion over the kings of the earth” (v. 18), rests on seven mountains (or seven hills).  In prophetic imagery, mountains symbolize the seat of power (Jer. 51:24–25; Dan. 2:35, 44–45).  The beast’s seven heads, symbolizing both mountains and kings, show its power over earth-dwellers whose names are not in the book of life.  Efforts to identify in history the five … fallen kings (or kingdoms), the sixth (current) king, a seventh (future) king who would reign briefly, and the eighth that belongs to the seven have yielded conflicting conclusions (proposals include several Roman emperors, several world empires, or simply numerical symbols standing for all worldly kingdoms that culminate in the beast).  Even if they cannot be identified specifically, these details send the message that, although the dragon and beast’s final assault has not yet begun, their “time is short” (Rev. 12:12), for the beast goes to destruction.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 17:10 Five of whom have fallen.  If Revelation was written about A.D. 67, these five may be the first five Roman emperors, beginning with Julius Caesar.  The sixth is Nero, the currently reigning emperor.  But it might also be the case that five simply represents an indefinite number of previous persecuting states (such as the beasts of Dan. 7).  The presence of the sixth indicates in symbolic fashion that Christians are near the end, but not quite there.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 17:12–14 The beast’s ten horns symbolize ten kings not yet in power and destined to reign merely for one hour, under the beast’s control.  These 10 probably represent all of the earth’s kings (not just 10 specific kings or nations), deceived and gathered by the dragon and the beast for a momentary, final, futile insurrection against the Lamb and an assault on his called and chosen and faithful followers (see 16:14; 19:19–21; 20:7–10).  John will see the Lamb as the Word of God, Lord of lords and King of kings, riding into triumph over the beast and its coconspirators (19:11–21).  Some dispensationalists identify these 10 horns with political entities represented by the 10 toes of the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan. 2:41–42) and the “ten horns” on the fourth beast that Daniel saw rising from the sea (Dan. 7:7, 20, 24).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 17:16–17 The satanic alliance of prostitute and beast will disintegrate, and military power will ravage the economic system it once supported.  When the beast and its allies strip the prostitute naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, they will imitate the judgment pronounced by God on Israel, his unfaithful bride (Ezek. 16:39–41).  God sovereignly uses even his enemies to carry out his purpose and fulfill his words, both for the salvation of his own people (Acts 2:23; 4:24–28) and for the destruction of the enemies themselves.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 17:18 The great city is identified with Rome, which had dominion over the kings of the earth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Who is the woman after all?  Which city is Babylon?  
· What lessons are for you and me?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding the identity of the woman who rides the beast in Revelation 17, I think this YouTube video does an excellent job of explaining it.  I have personally heard (the late) Dave Hunt speak many times and had lunch with him several times.  A Woman Rides the Beast, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUFhGQ4Do9s.  Michael Derewianka.  
· The European Union has chosen to place a statue of a woman riding a beast outside their headquarters in Brussels, Belgium.  To see photos of it you can Google: woman rides the beast statue european union.  Michael Derewianka.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Siew and Chunlong Liu, 6/26/2014 
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