Revelation 15 and 16, 6/20/2014

Opening
· Are you following the World Cup?  Any update?  
· We talked about the Ten Plagues of Egypt when we studied Revelation Chapters 8 and 9.  Do you remember the Ten Plagues?  
· Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagues_of_Egypt.  The Ten Plagues of Egypt were ten calamities that, according to the biblical Book of Exodus, Israel’s God inflicted upon Egypt to persuade Pharaoh to release the ill-treated Israelites from slavery.  Pharaoh capitulated after the tenth plague, triggering the Exodus of the Hebrew people.  The plagues were designed to contrast the power of Yahweh with the impotence of Egypt’s various gods.  Some commentators have associated several of the plagues with judgment on specific gods associated with the Nile, fertility and natural phenomena.  The plagues of Egypt are also mentioned in the Quran, where they are attributed to the Heavenly host rather than the Lord directly.  
1. Water into blood: Ex. 7:14–25
2. Frogs: Ex. 7:25–8:11
3. Lice: Ex. 8:16–19
4. Wild animals or flies: Ex. 8:20–32
5. Deceased livestock: Ex. 9:1–7
6. Boils (or sores): Ex. 9:8–12
7. Storms of hail: Ex. 9:13–35
8. Locusts: Ex. 10:1–20
9. Darkness: Ex. 10:21–29
10. Death of firstborn: Ex. 11:1–12:36
· What were the key players in the above?  Moses, Pharaoh, and the Israelites.  What did they do and why?  The consequences?  
· Before Moses, was there another Exodus?  Yes, Noah and his family.  

Seven Angels with Seven Plagues (15:1-8) 
· Do you remember what we discussed last Friday about Revelation Chapter 14?  
· Rev. 15:1–16:21 The Bowls of God’s Final Wrath.  Another view of the victors’ choir prepares for the seven “last” plagues, envisioned as “bowls full of the wrath of God” Futurists see these bowls as representing future global judgments unlike anything seen before in history.  They occur at the end of the great tribulation period and culminate in the battle of Armageddon (16:14–16), just prior to Christ’s return to establish his millennial kingdom.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 15:1–8 Heaven’s Sanctuary Filled with Glory.  Just as earlier vision cycles began with an opening of God’s heavenly sanctuary (4:1; 8:1; 11:19), so the cycle of bowls containing the last plagues, in which God’s wrath on rebels is completed, is preceded by a scene of celebratory worship offered by believers who share the Lamb’s victory.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Are we getting close to the end?  How can you tell?  
· Rev. 15:2 The sea of glass is the transparent pavement surrounding God’s throne (cf. 4:6; Ex. 24:10; Ezek. 1:22).
· Rev. 15:3–4 The song of Moses, celebrating Israel’s exodus from Egypt (Ex. 15:1–18), is fulfilled in the song of the Lamb, which tells of a greater redemption of a new kingdom of priests (Rev. 5:9–10).  A later song of Moses extolled the Lord whose ways are just (Deut. 32:1–43; esp. v. 4).  In keeping with the angel’s eternal gospel (Rev. 14:7), the King of the nations will be feared, glorified, and worshiped by all nations (Ps. 86:9; Jer. 10:7) for his righteous acts of judgment (Ps. 98:2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 15:8 As when the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34–35) and temple (1 Kings 8:10–11) were consecrated, God’s holy glory is so intense that no one could enter the sanctuary.  In this case, they couldn’t enter until the seven plagues … were finished (cf. “finished,” Rev. 15:1).  The seven bowls (16:1–21) complete God’s judgment and mark the end of history, as confirmed by the severity of the judgments.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· If you were Moses, what would you say to the Lord after you led the Israelites cross the Red Sea?  
· Are Christians going through another (or the final) exodus where God is leading us out of this corrupted world into the New Heaven and the New Earth?  How are we going to sing to God?  
· How about Pharaoh and Egyptians?  

The Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath (16:1-16) 
· Rev. 16:1–21 Angels Pour Out Seven Bowls.  The bowls present varying perspectives on the final destruction of the first heaven and earth.  The first four bowls inflict plagues on the same spheres as the first four trumpets (8:7–12): earth, sea, rivers and springs, and sun.  The trumpet judgments were limited to one-third of each sphere (see also 9:4–5, 18), but the destruction poured out from the bowls is total.  Unlike the seal and trumpet sequences, no interlude (7:1–17; 10:1–11:14) injects delay between the sixth and seventh bowls.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 16:10–11 The fifth bowl shows that the very throne of the beast is not immune to God’s just wrath.  Darkness was the ninth plague on Egypt, the last before the slaughter of the firstborn compelled a heart-hardened Pharaoh to release Israel (Ex. 10:21–29).  It is appropriate that a regime founded on deceit (Rev. 13:5, 13–14) should be plunged into darkness.  Although reaping the anguish they have sown in rebellion, hardened people will react by cursing their just Judge rather than forsaking their self-destroying deeds.  The refusal to repent (cf. 9:20–21; 16:9, 21) shows the total depravity of those who dwell in the earth, and it shows the justice of eternal punishment (20:3–15).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 16:12–14 The sixth bowl prepares for the battle on the great day of God the Almighty.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The drying up of the great river Euphrates, on which ancient Babylon foolishly relied for defense (Isa. 44:27–28; Jer. 50:38; 51:36), symbolizes God’s removal of restraint on Satan’s capacity to assemble a global conspiracy against the church (see Rev. 20:7–9).  
· Unclean spirits emerge as frogs (cf. Ex. 8:2–11) from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet in order to deceive world rulers with delusions of victory over “the Lord and … his Anointed” (Ps. 2:1–2) and to assemble them for their final defeat and destruction.  
· Rev. 16:15 Blessed.  This is Revelation’s third of seven benedictions.  Jesus interjects a summons to spiritual vigilance, echoing his rebukes to the complacent churches of Sardis and Laodicea.  Because he is coming like a thief at an unexpected moment (cf.3:3), his soldiers must stay awake and dressed lest they be caught naked, to their shame (cf. 3:18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 16:16 Armageddon means “Mount Megiddo” in Hebrew.  In ancient Israel, Megiddo was a plain, not a mountain; but it was also the site of some key battles (Judg. 5:19; 2 Kings 23:29), so in the symbolic geography of John’s visions it aptly represents the global combat zone (see Rev. 20:9) in which the final conflict between Christ and Satan will be fought.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How would you compare the seven bowls with the Ten Plagues of Egypt?  The people involved?  You and me?  

The Seventh Bowl (16:17-21) 
· Rev. 16:17–21 The seventh bowl evokes a pronouncement from God’s throne: “It is done!”  This declaration, repeated in 21:6, affirms that God’s plan has reached completion (10:7), his wrath against evil is finished (15:1, 8), and his kingdom is fully come (11:15).  A great earthquake of unprecedented severity will shatter the great city, the site of Jesus’ crucifixion and the murder of his martyrs (11:7–10).  It is Babylon the great, which rules the “kings of the earth” (17:18).  Human civilization will disintegrate when the Lord comes with lightning, rumblings, and peals of thunder (11:19).  This is the earthquake foreseen in the sixth seal (6:12–17), which darkens sun and moon, shakes stars from their places, rolls up the sky like a scroll, and displaces the mountains and every island (cf. 6:14 with 16:20).  This is the flight of the first heaven and earth before God’s terrible presence, giving way to a new heaven and earth, unstained by human sin (20:11; 21:1; 22:3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· “It is done!”  What does it mean?  
· Is there a similar statement in the Bible?  John 19:30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Any relationship between the two?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· How should Christians live in this world?  
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