Revelation 6 and 7, 5/9/2014

Opening
· Have you heard about the story of Noah?  The big flood?  Can someone summarize it?  What was the reason behind the big flood?  
· How would you describe the sins of this world today?  The wrath of God?  Wars, famines, plagues, meteoroids, aliens?  
· How is the second coming of Christ described in Mark or other gospel books?  
· Would Christians suffer toward the end days?  
· Do you appreciate the paintings of Picasso (毕加索)?  How to understand and appreciate them?  
· What did we study last time?  

The Seven Seals (6:1-17) 
· Rev. 6:1–8:1 The Lamb Opens the Scroll’s Seven Seals.  The vision of the Lamb’s receiving the scroll (4:1–5:14) introduces a series of seven visions as the scroll’s seals are broken.  These visions introduce instruments employed by the Lamb to bring his enemies to justice (seals 1–4), the rationale for his righteous wrath (seals 5 and 7), and the climax of judgment at history’s end (seal 6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 6:1–8 As the Lamb opens each of the first four seals, one of the living creatures shouts, “Come!” and a horse with its rider (or riders) responds to the summons.  Only by the Lamb’s permission and under his direction can the forces symbolized by these horses and their riders inflict death through sword, famine, pestilence, and wild beasts.  The seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments all have a format of four (judgments on the earth) plus three (cosmic judgments).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The four horsemen represent conquest, war, famine, and death.  These calamities characterize an indefinite period before the Second Coming (Mark 13:6-8).  Such things occurred in the tumults of the Roman Empire, and may be expected to occur now and before the Second Coming.  The imagery is capable of multiple applications throughout the history of the church.  The seven churches were exhorted to put their confidence, not in the peace and prosperity supposedly achieved by Roman rule, but in God and His promises of a new world (2:17; 3:12; 21:4).  When tumults occurred, they were assured that the Lamb was still in control – in fact, the tumults issued from His worthiness to break the seals and from the voice of the living creatures.  Such judgments represented the chastening hand of God on a rebellious world (9:20, 21).  The saints would be cared for in the midst of such trials (ch. 7).  They were sealed as a mark of ownership and protection (7:1-10; 9:4) and given perfect rest in the end (7:15-17).  Such promises hold for saints throughout the church age, no less than for the seven churches.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 6:6 A quart of wheat.  Famine will come, so severe that a laborer’s entire wages will go merely for food.  Families will have to buy barley, a lower quality of grain.  Oil and wine are spared, perhaps an indication that the rich will still be able to indulge themselves.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 6:9–11 The fifth seal reveals the Lamb’s rationale for releasing combatants to devastate the earth.  Under the altar in heaven, where sacrificial blood would pool (Ex. 29:12), John sees the souls of believers who were slain (thus they are pictured as sacrifices) for bearing witness about Jesus.  The surprising answer is that the Lamb will restrain his wrath against his witnesses’ assailants until the last martyr has been slain.  The rest of the book progressively shows how the Lord answers their prayers to avenge their deaths, beginning in 6:15–17 with the very ones who had put them to death.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 6:12-17 All dwellers on earth and in the created universe itself experience God’s judgment.  These verses give the first of seven descriptions in Revelation of events associated with the Second Coming.  In Luke 21:25-27 and Mark 13:24-26 the coming of the Son of Man immediately follows unusual phenomena involving the sun, moon, and stars.  The mention of seven types of people (v. 15) suggests complete judgment, as does the characterization of “the great day of .. wrath” (vv. 16, 17).  Since this world is to be so thoroughly shaken, saints must place their hope in God.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do you believe that the world will end?  If so, how do you describe that process?  What do you think about the description in 6:12-17?  
· Are the punishments worthy of the offenses?  

The 144,000 of Israel Sealed (7:1-8) 
· How many sons did Jacob have?  Can you briefly describe them?  
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· Rev. 7:1-17 The announcement of the seventh seal is delayed while the saints receive assurance that God knows them and protects them in the midst of the calamities depicted in Chapter 6.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 7:2 Seal of the living God.  Ancient documents were folded and tied, and a lump of clay was pressed over the knot.  The sender would then stamp the hardening clay with his signet ring or roll it with a cylinder seal, which authenticated and protected the content.  The sealing in ch. 7 results in the name of the Lord being stamped on the forehead of his followers.  Its primary purpose is to protect the people of God in the coming judgments.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 7:1–17 Literal and symbolic approaches differ sharply in interpreting the vision of the “144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel” (7:4) and its relation to the next vision of an innumerable multitude “from every nation” (v. 9).  Many understand this to be a reference to ethnic (or biological) Israel, and they would view the 144,000 as a symbolic or actual number of Jewish believers brought to faith immediately after Jesus returns and removes the church from the earth before (or during) a seven-year tribulation (this is a “pretribulation rapture” view).  However, another common approach understands “Israel” as a reference to the church, the new covenant people of God, and in this view the visions of the 144,000 and of the international multitude are complementary perspectives on the church, believers from every nation including ethnic Israel.  They are protected from the Lamb’s wrath as his own flock (v. 17) but are exposed to persecution by evil enemies.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 7:1–3 The sixth seal (6:12–17) showed an earthquake and a wind that shook the stars from the sky.  God’s cringing enemies asked, “Who can stand?” (6:17).  The answer is, those “sealed” (7:4) with the seal of the living God (cf. Ezek. 9:4–6).  Therefore John sees four angels charged to hold back those winds of judgment until all of God’s servants have received his seal.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 7:4–8 The selection and order of the 12 tribes suggest that the 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel have symbolic significance, representing the church.  These are not Jacob’s sons, for Dan is omitted and Manasseh included.  They are not the tribes that inherited land in Canaan, for Dan is omitted, Levi (the priestly tribe) is included, and Joseph is listed instead of his son Ephraim.  Judah, the tribe of the Messiah (5:5), appears first rather than Reuben, the firstborn.  When 7:5–8 is compared with the list of Jacob’s sons in Gen. 35:22–26, the promotion of tribes descended from concubines Bilhah and Zilpah (Gad, Asher, Naphtali) over the sons of Leah and Rachel suggests that those once excluded from privilege are now included.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The early association of the tribe of Dan with idolatry (Judges 18) may explain its omission from this list.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about v. 1 of angels holding back the four winds of the earth?  
· How many brothers or sisters do you have?  Why did Jacob have so many sons?  

A Great Multitude from Every Nation (7:9-17) 
· Rev. 7:9 As in 5:4–5, where John first heard an OT title (the Lion of Judah) and then saw its NT fulfillment (the Lamb slain), so here John hears (7:4) the names of the sealed sons of Israel and then sees the NT fulfillment: a countless multitude from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages (cf. 5:9), whom God has rescued from wrath through the blood of the Lamb (7:14).  They stand before the throne and before the Lamb in heaven, worshiping their Savior.  They wear the white robes of victorious martyrs (6:11).  Many who hold to a pretribulation “rapture” of the church think that the two groups of 7:1–8 and 7:9–17 are different (converted Jewish people still suffering on earth in vv. 1–8, but the raptured church rejoicing in heaven in vv. 9–17).  Others think these are Gentiles converted during the tribulation through the witness of the 144,000 Jewish believers who remain on earth (v. 4).  Those who do not hold to a pretribulation rapture usually see vv. 1–8 and vv. 9–17 as the same group, with their suffering in vv. 1–8 turned to joy and reward in vv. 9–17.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 7:14 Great tribulation.  Many identify the “great tribulation” with a final period of persecution shortly before the Second Coming.  But tribulations for Christians occur throughout the church age, so that the whole age can also be characterized as a time of tribulation (2 Thess. 1:5, 6; 2 Tim. 3:1, 12).  The passage was intended to comfort first-century Christians as well as those in the final crisis.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think about vv. 16, 17?  Are they beautiful?  
· Do we have “seals” of God?  Do we have a new life washed in the blood of the Lamb?  Characterized by what?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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