Revelation 10 and 11, 5/23/2014

Opening
· Have you heard about the story of Sodom and Gomorrah?  What is it?  See Genesis 19.  
· Have you seen or heard about the movie “Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark”?  See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raiders_of_the_Lost_Ark.  What is the Ark of the Covenant?  Where is it now?  
· In many Chinese martial art stories, warriors fight to get the secret scrolls with top secret techniques, e.g., the story of Kung-Fu Panda.  What are really inside those scrolls?  How about the scroll talked about in Chapter 5?  
· When do you send gifts to each other?  Why and what?  Christmas?  Valentine’s Day?  
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The Angel and the Little Scroll (10:1-11) 
· Rev. 10:1–11:13 The second interlude.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 10:1 A mighty angel appears, reflecting the very glory of Gad and His throne room.  The angel’s majesty reinforces the authority and divine source of the message.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Who is that angel?  Not Jesus.  
· Rev. 10:2 Several interpretations about the scroll:
· The scroll is open because the Lamb has broken its seals.  The scroll is little compared to the great size of the angel, whose stride spans sea and land.  It will be given to John to eat and to proclaim (vv. 10–11), completing the process of transmission (from God to Christ to angel to John to the churches) initiated in 5:7.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Not the same as the scroll of destiny in Ch. 5, since that scroll was intended to reveal its contents and, this scroll was to be eaten.  Furthermore, the term “little scroll” sets this particular scroll off from all others.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 10:3 Seven thunders.  In 8:5; 11:19; 16:18 thunder is connected with divine punishment.  Here, too, it anticipates the judgment to fall on those who refuse God’s love and grace.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 10: 4 John must seal up—keep secret by not writing—the messages of the seven thunders.  Christ’s church must live by faith amid the unrevealed mysteries of God’s purposes.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 10:7 The mystery of God to be fulfilled when the seventh trumpet sounds is his plan to unite all things in heaven and earth under Christ’s headship (Eph. 1:10), making visible to all the sovereignty by which the Son now orchestrates every event for his church’s welfare (Eph. 1:20–22).  This “mystery” includes the unrestrained expression of God’s wrath, signified in the bowl judgments, toward all who resist his reign.  ESV Study Bible. 
· Rev. 10:8–11 Ezekiel ate a scroll and found it sweet as honey in his mouth (Ezek. 3:1–3, 10).  ESV Study Bible.  The Word of God provides communion with God and His goodness; hence, sweetness accompanies even the message of woe.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Have you heard about the Prosperity Gospel (成功神学)?  What is it?  See, for example, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prosperity_theology.  How do you think about it?  
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The Two Witnesses (11:1-14) 
· Rev. 11:1-14 This second part of the interlude concentrates on the story of the two witnesses.  Like Moses and Elijah, these witnesses perform striking miracles (vv. 5, 6).  Other Old Testament backgrounds are woven into the vision.  The mention of two olive trees and lampstands (v. 4) likens the witnesses to the vision of Zech. 4, in which the trees probably symbolize the ruling and priestly offices of Zerubbabel and Joshua: Thus the witnesses are prominent representatives of God.  The witnesses’ stand against “the beast” (vv. 7-10) reminds us of the conflicts against bestial kingdoms in Daniel.  There is a reminder of wicked, oppressive cities and powers in v. 8: Sodom, Egypt, and the Jerusalem that crucified Jesus.  The resurrection in vv. 11, 12 recalls the resurrection of Christ.  The two witnesses, along with John (Ch. 10), are models for the saints.  All are to be faithful to the testimony of Jesus, even in the face of violent persecution from the beast.  They must be willing to face martyrdom, God guaranteeing their vindication (vv. 11, 12).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 11:1–2 John was given a measuring rod and instructed to measure the temple of God.  Many dispensationalists understand the reference to the holy city to mean literal, earthly Jerusalem.  Others see the “temple” in Revelation 11 as a symbol for believers.  In the OT, Ezekiel in his vision watched an angel measure the temple (Ezek. 40:2–3), but John must measure not only the sanctuary and its altar but also those who worship there.  This “measuring” of persons shows both God’s protection and his ownership and suggests that the temple itself symbolizes the saints, as the NT elsewhere affirms (1 Cor. 3:16–17; Eph. 2:20–22; 1 Pet. 2:4–10; see Rev. 3:12; 21:22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Forty-two months. A time of distress and intense conflict between God’s people and their opponents (13:5).  It is also described as 1,260 days (v. 3; 12:6) or “a time, and times, and half a time” (i.e., three and a half years, 12:14).  It is half of seven years, which from a symbolic point of view suggests a complete period of suffering, cut short by half.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 11:4 These are the two olive trees.  In Zechariah’s vision, the “two olive trees” symbolized “two anointed ones” (Zech. 4:11, 14): a royal leader to rebuild God’s temple (Zech. 4:6–10) and a high priest to lead worship in it (Zech. 3:1–5).  Thus the witnesses of Rev. 11:3 aptly represent all whom the Lamb has redeemed to serve as priests and rule as kings (1:6; 5:10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 11:7–10 Although the witnesses are invincible until they have finished their testimony, when their mission is accomplished the beast from the bottomless pit (13:1) will conquer them, not through spiritual seduction (God will soon vindicate them) but through martyrdom (11:7).  The great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt is identified as the site of the martyrs’ death and their Lord’s crucifixion.  In this verse (11:8), the symbol is apparently to be understood in a broader sense to include Jerusalem, where the two martyrs are killed and the “Lord was crucified.”  “The great city” also stands as a representative symbol for every empire that grasps after divine glory and afflicts Christ’s church even in this present day.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are in common among Sodom, Egypt and Jerusalem?  God’s people led out!  
· Are we ready to suffer for Christ?  



The Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19) 
· Rev. 11:15–18 the seventh angel blew his trumpet.  Nearly all futurists and many idealists see this trumpet as heralding the second coming of Christ.  As with the seventh seal (8:1–6), the scene now shifts from woes on earth to worship in heaven.  Songs from the future consummation speak back through time to the suffering church, announcing the day when the world’s kingdom has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, reversing the present when the nations and their rulers still “rage … against the Lord and against his Anointed” (Ps. 2:1–2).  God’s redemptive kingdom was inaugurated in Christ’s first coming, death, and exaltation (Mark 1:15; 9:1; Acts 2:30–36).  Here the elders celebrate a day still future, when God and his Christ have begun their unchallenged reign by judging the dead (foreshadowing Rev. 20:11–13), rewarding their servants, and destroying the destroyers of the earth.  Many futurists think that 11:18 skips forward beyond the millennium to the final judgment.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 11:19 Heaven’s Temple Opened.  A deeper opening of God’s temple in heaven brings the ark of his covenant into view as John peers into the Most Holy Place itself, prepared to receive visions that expose the deepest perspective on the church’s spiritual conflict.  ESV Study Bible.  
· The ark of his covenant.  The ark of the covenant was the most holy object in the tabernacle (Ex. 25:1 0-22).  It was normally concealed from sight behind the tabernacle curtains.  The revealing of this innermost object signifies that God has revealed His glory, both the glory of His law (the covenant words) and of His mercy (as signified by the atonement cover).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Where is the ark of covenant now?  Is it for us to seek in this world?  

Wrapping up 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Let us turn to God, be a faithful believer, and ready to do His work.  He will show his ark of covenant to us someday.  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Siew and Shiqi Yin, 5/22/2014 
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