Revelation 14, 6/13/2014

Opening
· Have you heard about Carnegie Hall in NYC?  Have you listened to a concert there?  
· Carnegie Hall is a concert venue in Midtown Manhattan in New York City, two blocks south of Central Park.  It has 3,671 seats, and is one of the most prestigious venues in the world for both classical music and popular music.  It presented about 200 concerts in the 2008–2009 season, and its stages were rented for an additional 600 events.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnegie_Hall.  
· What is the bloodiest war in the Chinese history?  How would you describe it?  In the history of the world?  How and when could you tell the winning or losing of a war (similar to an NBA game)?  
· Every victory comes at a price.  Here we look at the staggering cost of human life in five of history’s fiercest confrontations where the sheer number of warrior-dead defies imagination.  Military History Monthly (http://www.military-history.org/articles/5-bloodiest-battles-in-history.htm)
5.	Battle of Gettysburg, 1863, Union vs Confederacy.  Casualties: Unionists 23,000; Confederates 23,000; Total: 46,000.  Result: Union victory
4.	The Battle of Cannae, 216 BC, Carthage vs Rome.  Casualties: Carthaginians 10,000; Romans 50,000; Total: 60,000.  Result: Carthaginian victory.  
3.	The first day of the Somme, 1 July 1916, Britain vs Germany.  Casualties: British 60,000; German 8,000; Total: 68,000.  Result: Indecisive.  
2.	The Battle of Leipzig, 1813, France vs Austria, Prussia and Russia.  Casualties: French 30,000; Allies 54,000; Total: 84,000.  Result: Coalition victory.  
1.	The Battle of Stalingrad, 1942-1943, Nazi Germany vs Soviet Union.  Casualties: German 841,000; Soviet Union 1,130,000; Total: 1,971,000.  Result: Soviet victory.  
	How about wars in the future?  
· In human history, how many countries have fallen?  Why?  What are the purposes of a government?  What is an ideal government?  Will evil governments be punished?  How?  
· Gospel still.  Will the preaching of Gospel be stopped?  When?  

The Lamb and the 144,000 (14:1-5) 
· Do you remember what we discussed in Revelation 13?  The dragon, the beast out of the sea, and the beast out of the earth.  The sufferings of God’s people.  Now a quite different scene emerges in Chapter 14.  
· Rev. 14:1–15:8 The vision sequence leading to the seven last plagues (which will be described as “bowls” of God’s wrath, 16:1–21) opens and closes with scenes of a heavenly choir singing praise to God (14:1–5; 15:2–4).  Between these anthems John sees three angels who announce impending judgment (14:6–13) and three who order and execute harvests (14:15–20).  At the center, between the three announcing angels and the three harvesting angels, John sees a seventh figure, one like a son of man, gathering his grain from the earth (14:14).  Despite the beast’s cruel persecution (ch. 13), these visions (like those in chs. 7 and 10–11) provide reassurance that God and the Lamb rule, and that martyrs already celebrate victory.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 14:1 Mount Zion.  Fulfilling Ps. 2:6, the Lamb stands in glory on God’s holy hill in heaven, accompanied by his army.  The seal on their foreheads is the name of the Lamb and of his Father—a token of possession and protection by God, promised to every conqueror in the spiritual war (3:12).  Most dispensationalists see these144,000 as the same group mentioned in 7:4: Jewish believers who have trusted in Christ as their Messiah during the great tribulation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Another interpretation: The 144,000 represent the saints in their complete number.  They form a priestly company (5:10) consecrated to offer praise to God on the holy mount.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 14:2 The singers with their harps will reappear beside the sea of glass (15:2–4); their song indicates that they are redeemed.  ESV Study Bible.  
· 14:4 Virgins.  Sexual imagery is used to denote spiritual purity.  Christ’s faithful followers keep away from Babylon the harlot (v. 8; 17:1-6) and are loyal to Him exclusively, as His pure bride (19:7, 8; Eph. 5:26, 27).  Purity in sexual behavior is included as one element in this comprehensive purity (1 Cor. 6:15-20).  
· Discussion 
· Why Roman Catholic priests are not married?  How about pastors?  What do you think?  

The Messages of the Three Angels (14:6-13) 
· Rev. 14:6–13 Angelic Announcements of Judgment.  Three angels announce the hour of God’s judgment, the fall of Babylon, and the eternal punishment of the beast’s worshipers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 14:6 The eternal gospel.  The content of this “good news” is perhaps found in v.7.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Rev. 14:8 Another angel announces that Babylon is fallen (echoing Isa. 21:9) before Babylon even appears in the narrative (Rev. 16:19; 17:1–18).  As ancient Babylon had carried Judah into captivity, so in John’s day Rome was the pagan power with “dominion over the kings of the earth” (17:18) that oppressed Christ’s people (17:6).  Yet Revelation’s “Babylon” transcends Rome, since its fall awaits the end of history (15:1; 16:17–19).  The passion of her sexual immorality.  Babylon the prostitute represents society’s allure of material prosperity and pleasure, seducing the unwary into adultery against the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Wine ... of her sexual immorality.  Sexual immorality, as well as idolatry (which is spiritual adultery), were major temptations for the seven churches.  But the effect, like that of drunkenness, is shame, foolishness, and disgrace (17:2, 4; 18:3; 19:2; Provo 9:13-18; Jer. 51:7).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Eternal gospel, forever Gospel.  Is that wonderful?  When can one repent and return home?  
· Do you know the song “Material Girl”?  What is the song trying to tell?  
· “Material Girl” is a song performed by American singer-songwriter Madonna.  It was released on November 30, 1984, by Sire Records.  The song was written by Peter Brown and Robert Rans, while Nile Rodgers produced the track.  Madonna explained that the concept of the song was similar to her life’s situation at that time.  The lyrics identify with materialism, with Madonna asking for a rich and affluent life, rather than romance and relationships. “Material Girl” was a commercial success, reaching the top-five in Australia, Belgium, Canada, Ireland, Japan and United Kingdom.  It reached the number two position on the Billboard Hot 100 in the United States.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Material_Girl.  

Harvesting the Earth and Trampling the Winepress (14:14-20) 
· Rev. 14:14-20 A description of the Second Coming as the harvest over which Christ presides (Matt. 13:36-43; cf. Joel 3:12-16) ~ the “one like a son of man” (1:13; Dan. 7:13, 14).  Two harvests are described, grain (vv. 14-16) and grapes (vv. 17-20).  These are perhaps two aspects of the same events of judgment.  However, the grain harvest may symbolize the harvest of the righteous (Luke 3:17), followed by the harvest of the wicked (grapes).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 14:17–20 The second harvest involves not only cutting grape clusters from the vine but also crushing them in God’s winepress.  The Lord will trample nations that have trampled God’s holy city, as Isaiah foretold (Isa. 63:1–6).  Their blood is shed outside the city (probably Jerusalem), where all defiled things belong.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· V. 20.  How terrifying is the scene.  
· How would you compare it with the bloodiest wars discussed earlier?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you have not trusted in Christ, there is still a chance.  God is love.  
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