Revelation 22, 8/15/2014

Opening
· What are the major events this week?  Iraq and ISIS.  Israel and Hamas.  Ukraine and Russia.  Ebola.  Healing of the nations – is it possible?  
· Do you know the US court system?  Who has the final saying?  
· Have you heard about The Garden of Eden?  Can you describe it?  
· Have you heard about the Tree of life?  Can you describe it?  Genesis 3:22-24.  
· This is the last chapter of Revelation.  How is it related to the Garden of Eden or the Tree of Life?  
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Eden Restored (22:1-5) 
· 22:1-5 The final description of paradise contains elements alluding to the Garden of Eden.  The intimacy of God with His people (vv. 3, 4) and the abundance of His blessing (vv. 1, 2, 5) are stressed even more than in the preceding verses.  The final state restores the unbroken, idyllic communion between God and human beings.  But the apex of history is more magnificent than the beginning.  The garden is now also a city, and the light has driven out all night.  Revelation is designed not only to inform and assure Christians about God’s final purposes, but to increase their longing for God and the realization of His purpose.  The certainty of that consummation comforts saints during times of temptation and persecution.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Rev. 22:1–2 The river of the water of life and the tree of life recall Eden before the fall into sin (Gen. 2:8–10) and Ezekiel’s vision of a future glorious temple (Ezek. 47:1–12; Zech. 14:8).  Refreshment and life flow from the throne of God and of the Lamb, carried by the Holy Spirit, as Jesus promised (John 4:10–14; 7:38–39; see also Isa. 44:3; Ezek. 36:25–27).  Living believers and martyrs taste this life-giving water even now in this present age (Rev. 7:17; 22:17), but its fullness awaits the new heaven and earth.  This ever-flowing river gives a picture of an unending stream of abundant blessings and joy.  The tree of life, once banned to guilty humanity (Gen. 3:22–24), will satisfy the city’s residents year-round.  The healing of the nations will have been completed in the destruction of death (20:14; see Ezek. 47:12).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. The one who comes to me shall not hunger, and the one who believes in Me shall not thirst forever.”  John 6:35 
· Rev. 22:4 Moses could not see the Lord’s face and live (Ex. 33:20–23; 34:29–35), but when the Spirit has completed their sanctification, God’s redeemed people will see his face.  It will be the greatest blessing of the age to come, as God looks upon his people with favor and delight.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What is the true meaning of Tree of Life?  Do you want to have its fruit?  

John and the Angel (22:6-11) 
· Rev. 22:6–9 Transmission and Trustworthiness of the Revelation, Promise that Jesus Is Coming Soon, Promise of Blessing.  As at the end of the vision of the prostitute (19:9–10), in concluding the revelation of the bride, the angel affirms that God’s words are trustworthy, pronounces one of Revelation’s seven benedictions, and rebukes John for starting to worship a creature rather than God alone.  This exchange also echoes the prologue: God sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place (cf. 1:1); the one who keeps the words of the prophecy is “blessed”; and Jesus affirms, “I am coming soon” (cf. 1:7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Rev.  22:11 See Ezek. 3:27; Dan. 12:10; 2 Cor. 2:15, 16.  If people do not repent when they hear the word of God, it increases their hardness.  If hearing Revelation does not change the course of people’s lives, it sets them more firmly in their present course, whichever side of the battle that maybe.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Rev. 1:1-3.  Do you now agree?  

Epilogue: Invitation and Warning (22:12-21) 
· Rev. 22:10–15 Prohibition of Sealing the Book, Promise that Jesus Is Coming Soon, Promise of Blessing.  John must not “seal” his prophecy as Daniel did his, because the fulfillment of John’s visions was temporally “near” to his first-century readers, as it is to believers 20 centuries later.  The assurance that, when Jesus comes “soon,” he will bring blessing to believers and judgment to rebels, should motivate believers to perseverance and purity.  
· Rev. 22:13 – note also Rev. 22:16.  Jesus is God and is also Son of Man.  
· Rev. 22:14 See Rev. 7:14.  The source: The blood of the Lamb.  
· Rev. 22:15 Outside: The gates of New Jerusalem will always be open (Rev.21:25).  For there will nevermore be any night (Rev.21:25; 22:5), no time of insecurity and danger, nor will anything profane even be able to enter in, since all sinfulness has been burnt out of the New Heavens and the New Earth.  New Jerusalem, Ichthys Home, http://ichthys.com/New_Jerusalem.htm
· The “kings of the nations” will “bring their glory” (i.e., everything valuable and fine produced in the perfect new universe) into the city (Rev.21:24; 21:26), and the nations they represent will “walk by its light” (Rev.21:24).  
· Furthermore, the leaves of the tree(s) of life will benefit these nations outside the city wall (Rev.22:2).  
· From this compound description it is very clear that there will be a sizeable population living outside of the city wall.  It is also clear that they, and in particular their leaders, will enter the city on a regular basis.  Therefore this elect group must be carefully distinguished from those mentioned by John at Revelation 22:15 (i.e., “outside are the dogs,” etc.).  
· For those reprobates are being deliberately contrasted in that passage with this group which precedes it in verse fourteen, a whole host of people who have “the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.”  The “dogs” are those who have been committed to the Lake of Fire, with “outside” referring to the “outer darkness” (Matt.8:12; 22:13; 25:30); the key idea in both cases is one of complete separation from God.  That is to say, “outside” refers not just to the New Jerusalem, but to being “outside” the Lord’s eternal state entirely (i.e., in the Lake of Fire).  For only the names of believers will still be found “in the book of life” as the names outside-believers are said to be (Rev.21:27).  
· Rev. 22:15 Outside.  In addition to the above, we have to understand that Rev. 21:1-8 describe a situation that “it is done,” whereas Rev. 22:10-15 is a situation “I am coming soon.”  
· Rev. 22:17 In v. 20, “Come” is a prayer addressed to Jesus, who promises to come soon. Here it is an invitation to the spiritually thirsty, to take the water of life without price, for it is freely provided by God’s grace (21:6;Isa. 55:1).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Rev. 22:20.  “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.”  Are you ready?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Any thoughts about the book of Revelation?  Has the study of this book changed your world view and your life?  God bless!  

Peter Luh, Chunlong Liu and Koh Han Seow, 8/14/2014
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2014
[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.jpeg
‘ Supreme Court of the United States '

— N
' U.S. Courts of Appeal (13 Circuit Courts) ‘ State Supreme Courts
H : Intermediate Appellate Courts
’ U.S. District Courts (94 Trial Courts) ( (39 of 50 States)
‘ State Trial Courts (across 50 States) ’





