Philippians 2, 11/1/2013

Opening
· As a student studying far away from home, do you think about your parents?  Do they worry about you wellbeing?  Can you describe their feelings toward you?  How can you make them happy or worry less about you?  
· You are the cream of the crop, the best among all your peers.  Is that true?  Is it easy for you to consider others better then yourselves?  Should you?  Why or why not?  
· Who is the most influencing person to our life?  Whom do you want to follow the most – beyond Christ?  Why?  
· We are talking about diversity.  What is it?  Have you heard about this before coming to the States?  Is it good or bad?  On the contrary, have you heard about “一言堂”?  What is it?  Is it good or bad?  How should Christians behave?  

Imitating Christ’s Humility (2:1-11)
· Phil. 2:1–30 Exhortation to Humble Service.  Paul calls the Philippians to unite in love and humility (vv. 1–4), as exemplified by Christ’s humble service (vv. 5–11).  They are to live as lights in the world (vv. 12–18), just like Christ’s faithful servants Timothy (vv. 19–24) and Epaphroditus (vv. 25–30).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 2:1–2 Paul is not doubting that encouragement, participation in the Spirit, affection, and sympathy are realities in Christ and are present in the congregation at Philippi.  He uses a conditional sentence (if) to provoke the Philippians so that they will reflect on whether these qualities are evident in their lives.  The Philippian believers must make sure they continue to progress in the absolutely critical area of love for one another.  As Paul emphasizes, they must be of the same mind.  This does not imply a drab intellectual uniformity; rather, the Philippians are to use their diverse gifts in an agreeable, cooperative spirit, with a focus on the glory of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 2:5–11 Christ’s Example of Humble Service.  This passage is often referred to as the “hymn of Christ.”  Paul depicts Christ’s example of service in a stirring poem that traces his preexistence, incarnation, death, resurrection, and ascension to the right hand of God.  Paul wrote this magnificent theology to encourage the Philippians to consider other people’s interests first (see v. 4).  Jesus is the paradigm of genuine spiritual progress: not a self-aggrandizing struggle for supremacy, but a deep love for God and neighbor shown in deeds of service.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Do you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, any comfort from his love, any fellowship with the Spirit, any tenderness and compassion to share?  
· How to follow Christ in our daily life?  

Do Everything without Grumbling (2:12-18)
· Phil. 2:12–18 Living as Lights in the World.  With the breathtaking portrayal of Christ before them (vv. 5–11), Paul exhorts the Philippians to demonstrate the same faith and obedience in their everyday lives.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 2:12 Continue to work out salvation with fear and trembling?  Why?  
· Phil. 2:12–13 The Philippians have obeyed in the past and should continue to do so as they work out their salvation with fear and trembling. They cannot be content with past glories but need to demonstrate their faith day by day as they nurture their relationship with God.  But while God’s justice is a cause for sober living (“fear and trembling”), it is not as though Paul wants the Philippians to be anxious that they can never be good enough to merit God’s favor.  Rather, it is God’s love and enabling grace that will see them through: it is God who works in you.  They can rejoice in God’s empowering presence even as they work hard at living responsible Christian lives.  While v. 12 may seem to suggest salvation by works, it is clear that Paul rejects any such teaching (cf. 3:2–11).  In 2:12 Paul means “salvation” in terms of progressively coming to experience all of the aspects and blessings of salvation.  The Philippians’ continued obedience is an inherent part of “working out” their salvation in this sense.  But as v. 13 demonstrates, these works are the result of God’s work within his people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 2:17 Paul compares himself to a drink offering.  This type of offering, familiar in both the OT and Greco-Roman culture, involved pouring out wine, either onto the ground or, as here, on an altar along with an animal or grain sacrifice (see Num. 28:7).  It was a vivid illustration of a life “poured out” for God’s service.  The Philippians, too, are a sacrificial offering; they are to emulate Paul’s joyful service to God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· “Squeaking wheel gets the oil.”  Is that true?  How would you compare it with what is said in v. 2:14?  
· How to practice the above in our daily life?  Specific examples?  

Timothy and Epaphroditus (2:19-30)
· Phil. 2:19–24 Timothy as an Example of a Service-centered Life.  Paul’s desire to send his protégé Timothy highlights the very personal nature of early church life.  Timothy emulates Christ in that he is concerned for the Philippians’ welfare; he does not look out for his own interests, but for those of Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 2:25–30 Epaphroditus as another example of Service.  Epaphroditus, who is himself from Philippi, is another example of genuine Christian love.  He has been longing for the Philippians just as Paul longs for them (1:8; 4:1), and has been eager to let them know that God has spared him from his severe illness.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· If Paul was confident about something, should that be realized?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What do you learn from the Timothy or Epaphroditus?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
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