Philippians 1, 10/25/2013

Opening
· How was this week for you?  One word to describe.  Hectic, productive, fun, or stressful?  
· What is happiness and what is joy?  What are the differences?  Are you happy now?  Joyous?  
· Is it important to have correct understanding and insights about Christianity?  Why or why not?  How to obtain them?  
· What is the view of life and death for Christians?  For Buddhists or for those who don’t have a religion?  
· Last semester we studied the book of Acts.  Do you remember Paul’s journeys?  Which journeys did he visit Philippi?  What happened there?  What happened then?  Why should Paul suffer if Christ was with him?  
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Introduction to Ephesians (ESV Study Bible)
· Author: The apostle Paul. 
· Date: The letter was likely written from Rome, c. a.d. 62.  
· The ancient city of Philippi.  Its special status as an Augustan colony exempted the city from significant forms of taxation and gave it additional privileges of land ownership.  The city encompassed good agricultural land, and it was on an important Roman commercial road.  
· Themes: Encouragement.  Paul wants to encourage the Philippians to live out their lives as citizens of a heavenly colony, as evidenced by a growing commitment to service to God and to one another.  The way of life that Paul encourages was manifested uniquely in Jesus Christ; it was also evident in the lives of Paul, Timothy, and Epaphroditus.  
· Purpose, Occasion, and Background: 
· The church at Philippi had a special significance for Paul, since it was the first church he founded in Europe (see Acts 16:6–40).  The first convert was Lydia, a seller of purple goods, and women continued to have a prominent role in the Philippian church (e.g., Phil. 4:2).  Paul and Silas were imprisoned there for exorcising a demon from a fortune-telling slave girl, but God miraculously delivered them, and they proclaimed the gospel to the Philippian jailer.  Paul likely visited the Philippians a few times after his initial departure, and they maintained active support for his ministry (4:15–16).  
· Paul was eager to thank them for their continued support: imprisonment carried with it a social stigma, and it would have been easy for the Philippians to turn their back on Paul at this point.  But they had remained faithful to him.  
· Yet Paul’s purpose in writing goes even further.  The Philippians appear to be a healthy congregation, in contrast to the troubled groups in Corinth and Galatia.  Can they then relax and rest?  Paul’s answer is an emphatic no.  The world is too perilous, and the gospel too glorious, for them to be content with past achievements (3:12–16).  They must follow Paul’s example and “press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (3:14).  
· Spiritual progress involves effort: they are encouraged to “work out [their] own salvation with fear and trembling” (2:12).  But they can do so knowing that “it is God who works in [them], both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (2:13).  

Thanksgiving and Prayer (1:1-9)
· Phil. 1:1–11 Greeting and Prayer.  Paul greets his readers, expressing his gratitude (vv. 3–6) and affection (vv. 7–8) for them, followed by a prayer that their love would abound and their holiness increase (vv. 9–11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 1:3–5 Paul prays for the Philippians with joy, a word that will become a keynote theme in ch. 4.  This joy springs from their partnership in the gospel, which involves not only their financial support of the apostle (4:15–16) but also their deep personal concern for his well-being.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 1:6 Paul is sure about God’s commitment to the Philippians.  The foundation for spiritual growth is recognizing that it is God who began a good work in you and will bring it to completion.  Genuine spiritual progress is rooted in what God has done, is doing, and will do.  His faithfulness ensures that he will be with believers until Jesus returns.  They can have confidence that the God who has saved them will never let them go, and that they will inherit their eternal reward.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 1:9–11 The first petition in Paul’s prayer is that God would cause the cardinal Christian virtue of love to abound more and more, and that it would be accompanied by knowledge and all discernment, so that the Philippians’ love would find expression in wise actions that would truly benefit others and glorify God.  As Christians grow in their understanding of what it means to follow Jesus, they will increasingly be able to affirm and practice what is excellent. Such joyful obedience to God will give them the confidence of being found pure and blameless when Jesus returns.  But fruit of righteousness is not produced in the believer’s own power.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· The story of the Reiters.  

Paul’s Chains Advance the Gospel (1:10-26)
· Phil. 1:12–18 Paul’s Imprisonment Has Meant Progress for the Gospel.  Paul realizes that the Philippians are grieved over his imprisonment, so he encourages them by pointing out that his circumstances are furthering the proclamation of the gospel.  His joy in difficult circumstances is meant to be an example to the Philippians to likewise rejoice even in difficult times.  Further, Paul’s charitable attitude toward fellow believers who make life hard for him is also to function as a model for the Philippians, since it is evident that there is some disunity in the congregation (4:2–3).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 1:15–18 It seems likely that these were other Christians who preached a generally sound gospel but were personally at odds with Paul.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 1:21 Paul’s life is not a matter of seeking his own comfort or advancement.  It is all about seeking the advancement of Christ’s kingdom: to live is tantamount to serving Christ.  In fact, to die should be seen as gain, because it would mean that Paul would be freed from his trouble-filled life on earth to rejoice in Christ’s presence.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 1:22–26 Paul is not merely musing on his own crisis; he is giving the Philippians a model of the service-driven life.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How could we see the impact of Paul’s suffering for Christ?  How could we see the impact of the efforts of brothers and sisters at UCBSG?  

Life Worthy of the Gospel (1:27-30)
· Why should Christians suffer?  Why should Christ suffer?  
· Phil. 1:27–30 Encouragement to Walk Worthy of the Gospel.  Paul’s sacrifice will be futile, however, if the Philippians do not continue to live in a way that is “worthy of the gospel of Christ.”  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion 
· What does it mean by “worthy of the gospel of Christ” in terms of ourselves?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· How important is wisdom?  Proverb 4:6-8.  
· What is your ideal church?  How about our church?  
· Have a joyous weekend!  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow, Chunlogn Liu, Xiao Zhou, Xiaoyan Lu and Chwen-hwa Luh, 10/25/13 
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