Philippians 3, 11/8/2013

Opening
· Have you heard about Christiana Tsai, the Queen of the Dark Chamber?  She lived in the dark, but what kind of joy did she bring to others!  Can we do that?  How?    
· You are cream of the crop and envied by many.  How would you introduce yourself to others?  How would you describe yourself in your job application letters or resumes?  Where is the balance?  
· Is it important to adhere to the rules of the old covenant?  Why or why not?  
· Can we “earn” the ticket to God’s kingdom by our works?  Is there a balance between faith and works?  

Righteousness through Faith in Christ (3:1-11)
· Phil. 3:1–21 Paul begins this section by calling the Philippians to rejoice in the Lord (v. 1) but then warns them about the Judaizing opponents of the gospel (vv. 2–3).  In contrast, Paul has renounced his spiritual and ethnic privileges for the sake of knowing Christ (vv. 4–11); his righteousness comes through Christ, not the law (vv. 12–16).  He then calls the Philippians to follow his example of commitment to Jesus as Lord (vv. 17–21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· While the Judaizers (people who insisted that Christians had to obey all the OT ceremonial laws) hold out a promise of spiritual progress through adherence to the rules of the old covenant, Paul holds that real progress consists only in being increasingly conformed to the image of Christ’s death and resurrection.  
· While the law might be “holy and righteous and good” (Rom. 7:12), the “righteousness” it offered could only be an incomplete, superficial righteousness, in contrast to the perfect righteousness given as a gift to believers by virtue of the life and death of Christ.  
· Phil. 3:2 Dogs was not only a general term of derision in the ancient world, it was particularly a word used by some Jews in reference to Gentiles, who were considered ritually unclean.  With biting irony, Paul says that the Judaizers, not the Gentiles, deserve that label.  Paul’s irony continues as he labels those who extol good works of the law as evildoers and those who mutilate the flesh.  This last phrase (Gk. tēn katatomēn) is a play on words with circumcision (Gk. peritomē).  The Judaizers’ supposed badge of pride turns out to be the sign of their destruction.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 3:4–6 Paul’s opposition to the Judaizers was not because he himself in any way lacked a Jewish “pedigree.”  When it came to the things of the flesh—the whole system of life that held sway before the coming of Christ and the giving of the Spirit—Paul had perfect credentials.  He was circumcised on the eighth day in accord with OT law (Lev. 12:3).  He was an ethnic Israelite and knew the tribe from which he came.  Hebrew of Hebrews probably indicates his descent from Jewish ancestors, and many think it also means that he spoke Aramaic (the national language of Israel in his day), even though he came from Greek-speaking Tarsus.  He was from the strictest religious sect—the Pharisees (Acts 26:5).  His zeal was such that he had even been a persecutor of the church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 3:9 Found in him means being spiritually united to Christ and therefore found not guilty before God as divine judge – being justified (v. 9), sanctified (v. 10), and glorified (v. 11) in him.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 

Straining toward the Goal (3:12-21)
· Phil. 3:12 Paul stresses that he is not already perfect—he is still involved in the struggles of life in a fallen world and hence he still sins; the full glory of the resurrection remains in the future.  I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. There is a balance of faith and works, of God’s call and the believer’s response.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Phil. 3:15 are mature.  “Mature” (Gk. teleios) is the same adjective translated “perfect” in v. 12 (“not … perfect”).  Thus, Paul is saying, in effect, “If you are really perfect/mature, you will realize you are not yet perfect/mature!”  
· Phil. 3:16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained.  Jesus attained so much for us at the Cross.  
· Phil. 3:17–21 Paul calls the Philippians to imitate him, a common theme in his letters.  Paul’s intent is not for the Philippians to focus on him per se but rather for them to join him in humble, radical dependence on Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What are your goals, short-, mid- as well as long-terms?  
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Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· What do you think about Paul’s teaching?  What do you think about Brother Chen’s sermon last Sunday?  Any reflection?  
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