Ezra 3, 6/28/2013

Opening
· What did ancient Chinese people worship?  Why?  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven_worship)
· Heaven worship is a Chinese religious belief that predates Taoism and Confucianism, but was later incorporated into both.  The ancient Chinese believed in a non-corporeal entity called Shangdi, an omnipotent, just, and monotheistic supreme being.  Over time, Shangdi became synonymous with Tian (天), or Heaven.  The worship of Heaven is highly ritualistic and requires that the emperor hold official sacrifices and worship at an altar of Heaven, the most famous of which is the Temple of Heaven in Beijing.  
· Heaven worship is closely linked with ancestor veneration, as the ancestors are seen as a medium between Heaven and man.  The Emperor of China, also known as the “Son of Heaven,” derived the Mandate of Heaven, and thus his legitimacy as ruler, from his supposed ability to commune with Heaven on behalf of his nation.  
· Early Abrahamic missionaries saw similarities between Shangdi/Tian and the Abrahamic God, and therefore rendered “God” as “Shangdi” in Chinese.  
· What did the ancient Israelites worship?  Why?  
· If you were among the returning exiles, what would you do first upon getting back to the Promised Land?  When you decided to rebuild the temple, where would you want to build?  Which part to build first?  When you see the laying of the foundation of the second Temple, how would you feel?  

Rebuilding the Altar (3:1-6) 
· What can you see from these verses?  
· Ezra 3:1 When the seventh month came.  The departure of the returning exiles from Babylon took place in the spring.  For some time after their arrival they were occupied in the necessary work of rearing habitations to themselves amid the ruins of Jerusalem and its neighborhood.  This preliminary work being completed, they addressed themselves to rebuild the altar of burnt offering.  As the seventh month of the sacred year was at hand – corresponding to the latter end of our September – when the feast of tabernacles (Le 23:34-36) fell to be observed, they resolved to celebrate that religious festival, just as if the temple had been fully restored.  Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary, http://jfb.biblecommenter.com/ezra/3.htm.  
· When was the last time the Israelites had such offerings?  Why did they want to offer now?  
· Ezra 3:2 Burnt offerings were the primary offerings (Lev. 1:1-9), but other are also in view (v. 5).  The burnt offering was the continuing basis on which a sinful people could live in the presence of a holy God (Ex. 29:42), looking forward as it did to the sacrifice of Christ, as the final sacrifice that brings sinners into the presence of God (Heb. 10:19-20).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Ezra 3:2 built the altar.  On this occasion, the broken altar had first to be repaired so that sacrifices could once again be made.  The leading roles of Jeshua and Zerubbabel are emphasized, with some stress on the role of the priests.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Zerubbabel was a governor of the Persian Province of Judah (Haggai 1:1) and the grandson of Jehoiachin, penultimate king of Judah.  Zerubbabel led the first group of Jews, numbering 42,360, who returned from the Babylonian Captivity in the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia (Ezra).  The date is generally thought to have been between 538 and 520 BC.  Zerubbabel also laid the foundation of the Second Temple in Jerusalem soon after.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zerubbabel.  
· In all of the accounts in the Hebrew Bible that mention Zerubbabel, he is always associated with the high priest who returned with him, Joshua (Jeshua) son of Jozadak.  Together, these two men led the first wave of Jewish returnees from exile and began to rebuild the Temple.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zerubbabel.  
· Ezra 3:3 in its place.  There may have been visible remains of the original altar (as perhaps implied by Jer. 41:4–5); in any case, its exact location was evidently known.  The altar has absolute priority, as it had at the first entry into the land, many years before (Deut. 27:1–8).  The haste to erect it is perhaps heightened by the fear of the peoples of the lands.  This phrase refers to residents of Judah, and perhaps neighboring areas, who were not part of the group returning from exile.  Some may have had Jewish origins, but they present themselves as a distinct group, and they would soon oppose the work.  The exiles’ fear is another echo of their first occupation of the land, when fear had at first overwhelmed the Israelites (Num. 14:1–3).  On this occasion, despite their fear, they are resolute.  Burnt offerings were to be offered daily on the altar, morning and evening, as Moses commanded in Ex. 29:38–42.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Ezra 3:4-6 Not only was the Feast of Booths celebrated, but the entire sacrificial system was set in motion, because the sacrifices were a part of maintaining the covenant relationship (Heb. 9:22).  So important were the sacrifices that they were started before the temple itself was finished.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Ezra 3:4–7 The people keep the Feast of Tabernacles, with its proper sacrifices (see Num. 29:12–38).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Ezra 3:6 they began to offer.  The perspective shifts to the regular sacrificial worship (see 2 Chron. 2:4), since the particular acts of worship in the seventh month are essentially portrayed as a renewal and a beginning.  The next task is to rebuild the temple, and the preparations recall those made by King Solomon half a millennium earlier (Ezra 3:7; cf. 1 Kings 5:13–18; 1 Chron. 22:4, 15; 2 Chronicles 2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Why did the returning exiles want to restore things to what were described in the Bible?  
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The Five Offerings in the Old Testament
http://www3.telus.net/public/kstam/en/tabernacle/details/offerings.htm
	NAME
	ELEMENTS
	PURPOSE
	GOD'S PORTION
	PRIEST'S PORTION
	OFFERER'S PORTION

	Burnt Offering
Lev 1; 6:8-13;8:18-21; 16:24
	Bull, ram or bird (dove or young pigeon for the poor); wholly consumed; no defect
	Voluntary act of worship; atonement for unintentional sin in general; expression of devotion, commitment and complete surrender to God
	Entire animal
	Skin (to be sold)
	Nothing

	Grain Offering
Lev 2; 6:14-23
	Grain, fine flour, olive oil, incense, baked bread (cakes or wafers), salt; no yeast or honey; accompanied burnt offering and peace offering (along with drink offering)
	Voluntary act of worship; recognition of God's goodness and provisions; devotion to God
		1.
	Priest's own offering: Entire portion to God

	2.
	Others: Memorial portion (a handful)



		1.
	Priest's own offering: none (all the reminder to be burnt)

	2.
	Others: all the reminder (had to be eaten within court of tabernacle)



	Nothing

	Peace Offering
Lev 3; 7:11-34
	Any animal without defect from herd or flock; variety of breads
	Voluntary act of worship; thanksgiving and fellowship (it included a communal meal); included vow offerings, thanksgiving offerings and freewill offerings
	Fatty portions (fat covering inner parts; fat tail, kidneys, lobe of the liver)
	Breast given to High Priest (wave offering), right foreleg given to officiating priest (heave offering)
		1.
	Thanksgiving offering: all the reminder (to be eaten the same day); no left over allowed

	2.
	Vow or freewill offering: reminder (to be eaten the same day and the next day); any left over to be burnt on the 3rd day




	Sin Offering
Lev 4; 5:1-13;6:24-30; 8:14-17;16:3-22
		1.
	Young bull: for High Priest and whole congregation. The blood was to be sprinkled in front of the veil and put on the horns of the altar of incense 

	2.
	Male goat: for leader. The blood was to be put on the horns of the altar of burnt offering

	3.
	Female goat or lamb: for common person. The blood was to be put on the horns of the altar of burnt offering

	4.
	Dove or pigeon: for the poor. The blood was to be put on the horns of the altar of burnt offering

	5.
	1/10 ephah of fine flour: for the very poor



	Mandatory atonement for specific unintentional sin; confession of sin; forgiveness of sin; cleansing from defilement
	Fatty portions (fat covering inner parts; fat tail, kidneys, lobe of the liver)
		1.
	Atonement for High Priest and congregation: none (all the reminder was to be burnt outside the camp where the ashes were thrown)

	2.
	Atonement for others: all the reminder (had to be eaten within court of tabernacle)



	Nothing

	Trespass Offering
Lev 5:14-19; 6:1-7; 7:1-6
	Ram
	Mandatory atonement for unintentional sin requiring restitution; cleansing from defilement; make restitution; pay 20% fine
	Fatty portions (fat covering inner parts; fat tail, kidneys, lobe of the liver)
	All the reminder (had to be eaten within court of tabernacle)
	Nothing


"When more than one kind of offering was presented (as in Numbers 6:16-17), the procedure was usually as follows:
1. sin offering or trespass offering,
2. burnt offering,
3. peace offering and grain offering (along with a drink offering).
This sequence furnishes part of the spiritual significance of the sacrificial system.  First, sin had to be dealt with (sin offering or trespass offering). Second, the worshiper committed himself completely to God (burnt offering and grain offering).  Third, fellowship or communion between the Lord, the priest and the worshiper (peace offering) was established.  To state it another way, there were sacrifices of expiation (sin offerings and trespass offerings), consecration (burnt offerings and grain offerings) and communion (peace offerings)." (A portion of the table and the above information are extracted from the NIV Study Bible.)
Offerings
Daily the priest offered 1 lamb in the morning service and 1 lamb in the evening service. On a Sabbath, 2 additional lambs were offered after the morning service.
Seven high days are designated in Leviticus 23 (verses 7, 8, 21, 25, 28, 30-32, 35-36). These high days are Sabbaths. They were to be treated like the seventh day Sabbath, even though they could occur on a day other than the seventh day (Saturday) of the week - which was the normal Jewish Sabbath. On a high day, besides the daily regular offerings, the priest offered 2 additional lambs after the morning service, and additional sacrifices for the day. These seven high days were:
1. The 1st day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Nisan 15)
2. The 7th day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Nisan 21)
3. The Feast of Weeks (Sivan 6)
4. The Feast of Trumpets (Tishri 1)
5. The Day of Atonement (Tishri 10)
6. The 1st day of the Feast of Tabernacles (Tishri 15)
7. The Last Great Day (Tishri 22)
Besides the daily regular offerings, additional sacrifices were offered on special festivals:
	Festival
	Burnt Offering
	Sin Offering

	
	Bulls
	Rams
	Lambs
	Goat

	New moon
	2
	1
	7
	1

	Feast of Unleavened Bread
	2
	1
	7
	1

	(7 days total)
	(14)
	(7)
	(49)
	(7)

	Feast of Weeks
	2*
	1*
	7
	1

	Feast of Trumpets
	1
	1
	7
	1

	The Day of Atonement 
	1
	1
	7
	1

	Feast of Tabernacles - Day 1
	13
	2
	14
	1

	Feast of Tabernacles - Day 2
	12
	2
	14
	1

	Feast of Tabernacles - Day 3
	11
	2
	14
	1

	Feast of Tabernacles - Day 4
	10
	2
	14
	1

	Feast of Tabernacles - Day 5
	9
	2
	14
	1

	Feast of Tabernacles - Day 6
	8
	2
	14
	1

	Feast of Tabernacles - Day 7
	7
	2
	14
	1

	(7 days total)
	(70)
	(14)
	(98)
	(7)

	The Last Great Day
	1
	1
	7
	1


The burnt offerings were offered along with their grain offerings and drink offerings.
* Feast of Weeks (Pentecost): Numbers 28:27 recorded 2 bulls and 1 ram, but Leviticus 23:18 recorded 1 bull and 2 rams.

Rebuilding the Temple (3:7-13) 
· Ezra 3:7 Provisions were made immediately to begin rebuilding the temple.  The language of v. 7 recalls the materials assembled for Solomon’s temple (1 Chr. 22:2-4; 2 Chr. 2:8-16).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Ezra 3:8 The second year.  536 B.C.  To supervise the work of the house of the Lord.  This phrasing is virtually identical to the language used about Solomon’s temple (1 Chr. 23:4).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Ezra 3:8 Work begins on the temple itself, with the laying of its foundation in the second year of the return (c. 537 B.C.).  The second month, Ziv (1 Kings 6:1)—the same time of year when Solomon had begun his temple (2 Chron. 3:2)—is in the spring.  The time of the return from exile is dated with the formula after their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem.  Even though the temple still lies in ruins, the place could be called “the house of God” because of its consecration for worship (see Jer. 41:5).  The narrator stresses that it is those who have come from the captivity who do this.  The priests and Levites are emphasized, and the qualifying age for Levitical service is mentioned (cf.1 Chron. 23:24).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you were among the returning exiles and had seen the old Temple, then when you see the laying of the foundation of the second Temple, how would you feel?  
· Ezra 3:12–13 But many … wept with a loud voice.  Sadness is mixed with this rejoicing, for some of the very old remembered the former temple and believed that this new one would not match the former temple’s glory.  The picture of mitigated celebration is a small symbol of the whole event of the return, which was in itself a triumph yet fell far short of the great hopes the people might have had (cf. Hag. 2:2–9).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Have you seen many major cathedrals or churches in Europe?  What are their major purposes?  When you visit them, how would you feel?  
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Wrapping up 
· Hebrews 7:23-28.  Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.  Such a high priest truly meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.  Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.  He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.  For the law appoints as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  

Peter Luh, 6/27/13 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2013
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