Ezra 5+6, 8/16/2013

Opening
· There is a Chinese saying that “一分耕耘一分收获” (or, not that exactly in English, “No pain no gain”).  Is that statement correct?  Why or why not?  
· Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.  Psalm 127:1.  
· Many times we need to ask questions.  How important is the way to frame our questions?  Examples?  
· How important is it for us to have a church building of our own?  Please share your ideas.  Also, how important is it for us to have a full-time pastor?  
· Did you celebrate Chinese New Year before you moved to the States?  Did you ever celebrate Chinese New Year back home recently?  How did you feel?  

Rebuilding Begins Anew (5:1-5) 
· Ezra 5:1–2 The prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, are also known from their books, which contain prophecies made in the second year of King Darius, 520 b.c.  (Hag. 1:1; 2:1; Zech. 1:1, 7).  Haggai proclaims that the people were in trouble because they had lost sight of their top priority of rebuilding the temple (Hag. 1:4–6).  Verses 1–2 of Ezra 5 bring out the connection between the prophetic work and the renewed action, following the discouragement recorded in 4:4–5, 24.  In beginning again, Zerubbabel and Jeshua are simply re-implementing Cyrus’s decree, recognizing it as the will and purpose of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Read Haggai 1
· Ezra 5:5  God was protecting His people.  
· Discussion  
· Why was it necessary to re-construct the temple?  
· What are the implications on worship and the relationship with God?  
· Shall we build or buy our own church facilities?  

Tattenai’s Letter to Darius (5:6-17) 
· What can you say about this letter?  How would you compare it with the letter of Chapter 4?  
· God’s hand was at work regarding how the construction was described, what to ask King Darius, and not to stop working while waiting for an answer.  
· Ezra 5:11 The letter writers probably got their information from the returned exiles themselves, since it reflects their understanding of the situation.  We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth.  They do not hesitate to say that they are serving not a local deity but the one true God of the whole world.  They give this answer instead of giving their individual names when asked.  The great king of Israel is Solomon.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Ezra 5:14 Sheshbazzar was introduced as “the prince of Judah” in 1:8, being the one who had received directly from King Cyrus the charge to rebuild the temple.  Here he is called governor, a name applied to Tattenai himself in 5:3; it seems that the term could be used somewhat loosely, since Judah would not have had a “governor” on a par with the governor of the entire province Beyond the River.  Darius’s reply also refers to a “governor of the Jews” (6:7), a name given to Zerubbabel in Hag. 1:1.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Where to rebuild the house of God?  On its site (V. 5:15).  
· What did King Cyrus return to the Jewish people?  Was the Ark of Covenant included?  
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The Decree of Darius (6:1-12) 
· Ezra 6:2 Ecbatana, a summer residence of the Persian kings, where Cyrus may have gone soon after his triumph over Babylon.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Ezra 6:3 The size of the temple might be specified in order to limit it, since public funds were being used to pay for it.  The absence of a length dimension is odd, and the greater breadth than Solomon’s temple is unexpected (1 Kings 6:2), especially in view of Ezra 3:12.  
· 1Kg. 6:2 The temple that King Solomon built for the Lord was sixty cubits long, twenty wide and thirty high.  [That is, about 90 feet (about 27 metres) long and 30 feet (about 9 metres) wide and 45 feet (about 13.5 metres) high].  
· http://www.cswnet.com/~duxrow/Temple.htm
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· Ezra 6:4 While the original decree had required people in Babylon to support the cost of the exiles’ project (Ezra 1:4), this record requires that the cost be met from the royal treasury.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Ezra 6:8–10 Darius not only confirms Cyrus’s decree but also provides for costs to be met from taxes raised in Beyond the River itself (v. 8).  He also provides for materials for sacrifice in perpetuity (v. 9), with the political stipulation that the Jews pray for the life of the king and his sons (v. 10)—showing that Darius’s generosity was part of his policy to sustain Persian power.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Line up the interests of various parties.  
· Help the Jews without bearing the financial costs directly.  Smart!  
· Ezra 6:11–12 Darius makes in effect a further decree, backed up with a typical threatened sanction (v. 11).  The final warning borrows language from the Jews’ own way of speaking about God’s presence in Jerusalem (the God who has caused his name to dwell there, v. 12); Darius strikingly acknowledges the efficacy of the God of Jerusalem in his own place (although, like Cyrus in Ezra 1:3, he might not be claiming that there is only one true God).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  

Completion and Dedication of the Temple (6:13-18) 
· Ezra 6:15 The month of Adar (February/March) was the last month of the year, and the dedication of the temple falls fittingly in it, just before the celebrations of the new year that would follow.  The sixth year of the reign of Darius was 515 b.c., almost exactly 70 years after the destruction of the first temple (586), thus fulfilling the prophecy of 70 years of exile.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Was this something worthwhile to celebrate?  Why or why not?  
· Jeremiah 25:11 “This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon for seventy years.”  Was this amazing?  Note that Jeremiah was called to prophetic ministry in c. 626 BC.  

Passover Celebrated (6:19-22) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ezra 6:21 Remarkably, the returning Jews are joined by everyone who had … separated himself from the uncleanness of the peoples of the land to worship the Lord.  This shows that the community was essentially religious, rather than based merely on physical birth and lineage, and that outsiders could convert into it.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Are you happy every Friday evening or Sunday afternoon when you share your time with fellow Christians for the Lord?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.  Psalm 127:1. 
· How important is it for us to have a church building of our own?  Please share your ideas.  Also, how important is it for us to have a full-time pastor?  
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