Ezra 1, 6/21/2013

Opening
· Many people went back home this summer.  When was the last time you went back home?  How was your visit?  What was the single most memorable event in that visit?  
· Have you experienced disasters, e.g., major flooding, fire, earthquakes, or hurricanes?  How were the recovery and restoration processes?  Difficult?  
· The above are for physical disasters.  How about non-physical disasters, e.g., failed a major examination, lost your job, or separated from your loved one?  
· Each country has a few icons.  What are them?  For example, Statue of Liberty for the States, Great Wall for China, and Ali Mountain and Sun-Moon Lake for Taiwan.  How about for Israel?  The Temple.  Why?  What is remaining today?   The Wailing Wall.  

The Jewish Temple 
· How much do you know about the Jewish Temple?  
· The First Temple (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon%27s_Temple)
· According to the Hebrew Bible, Solomon's Temple, also known as the First Temple, was the Holy Temple in ancient Jerusalem, on the Temple Mount (also known as Mount Zion), before its destruction by Nebuchadnezzar II after the Siege of Jerusalem of 587 BCE.  There is no direct archaeological evidence for the existence of Solomon's Temple, and no mention of it in the surviving contemporary extra-biblical literature.
· The Hebrew Bible states that the temple was constructed under Solomon, king of the Israelites.  This would date its construction to the 10th century BCE, although it is possible that an earlier Jebusite sanctuary had stood on the site.  During the kingdom of Judah, the temple was dedicated to Yahweh, the god of Israel, and is said to have housed the Ark of the Covenant.  Rabbinic sources state that the First Temple stood for 410 years and, based on the 2nd-century work Seder Olam Rabbah, place construction in 832 BCE and destruction in 422 BCE (3338 AM), 165 years later than secular estimates.  
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· The Second Temple (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Temple)  
· The Second Temple was an important Jewish Holy Temple which stood on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem during the Second Temple period, between 516 BCE and 70 CE.  It replaced the First Temple which was destroyed in 586 BCE, when the Jewish nation was exiled to Babylon.  Jewish eschatology includes a belief that the Second Temple will in turn be replaced by a future Third Temple.  
· The accession of Cyrus the Great of Persia in 538 BCE made the re-establishment of the city of Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the Temple possible.  According to the Bible, when the Jewish exiles returned to Jerusalem following a decree from Cyrus the Great (Ezra 1:1-4, 2 Chronicle 36:22-23), construction started at the original site of Solomon's Temple, which had remained a devastated heap during the approximately 70 years of captivity (Dan. 9:1-2).  After a relatively brief halt due to opposition from peoples who had filled the vacuum during the Jewish captivity (Ezra 4), work resumed c. 521 BCE under the Persian King Darius the Great (Ezra 5) and was completed during the sixth year of his reign (c. 518/517 BCE), with the temple dedication taking place the following year.  
· Flavius Josephus records that Herod the Great completely rebuilt the Temple, even going so far as to replace the foundation stones and to smooth off the surface of the Temple Mount.  This Temple became known as Herod’s Temple.
· The Romans destroyed Jerusalem and its Temple in 70 CE under Titus, decisively ending the Great Jewish Revolt that had begun four years earlier.  The lower levels of the Western Wall form part of the few surviving remains of Herod's complex.  
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· The Western Wall or Wailing Wall (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Wall)
· The Western Wall, Wailing Wall, is located in the Old City of Jerusalem at the foot of the western side of the Temple Mount.  It is a remnant of the ancient wall that surrounded the Jewish Temple's courtyard, and is arguably the most sacred site recognized by the Jewish faith outside of the Temple Mount itself.  Dates from the end of the Second Temple period, commonly believed to have been constructed around 19 BCE by Herod the Great, but recent excavations indicate that the works were not finished during Herod’s lifetime.  The remaining layers were added from the 7th century onwards.  The Western Wall refers not only to the exposed section in the Jewish Quarter, but also to the sections concealed behind structures running along the whole length of the Temple Mount in the Muslim Quarter.  
· The Third Temple (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Temple)
· The Third Temple, or Ezekiel's Temple, is a Jewish Holy Temple architecturally described and prophesied in the Book of Ezekiel, a house of prayer for all people with a sacrificial service.  It is noted by Ezekiel as an eternal edifice and permanent dwelling place of the God of Israel on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.  

Persian Kings in the Bible (http://www.farsinet.com/iranbibl/kings.html)
· The books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, Zachariah, and Malachi were written during the time of the early Persian Kingdom.  The following are some of the early Persian Kings according to listed books of Bible: 

	NAME
	Date B.C.
	Persian Name
	Bible Name
	Bible Background

	Cyrus
	539-530
	Koorush
	Cyrus
	Isaiah 45, Daniel, Ezra 1-3

	Cambysses
	530-521
	Cambujieh
	Ahasruerus
	Ezra 4-6

	Pseudo Smerdis
	521
	Berooyeh Doroughi
	Artaxerxes
	Ezra 4:7-23

	Darius the Great
	521-486
	Darryoosh
	Darius
	Ezra 5,6

	Xerxes
	486-465
	Khashayarshah
	Ahasurerus
	Esther 1-10

	Artaxerxes I
	464-423
	Ardeshier Deraz Dast
	Artaxerxes
	Nehemiah 1 - 13, Ezra 7-10



· The following is a summary of the activities of the Persian kings in secular history: 
· Cyrus was the founder of the Mede-Persian Empire.  He conquered the Media, Lydia, and Babylonian Empires.  Because he was a gracious liberator, he permitted the conquered nations to worship their own gods.  He was benevolent toward various captive people who had suffered under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar and his successors.  The Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem to rebuild their temple and Cyrus even gave financial help.  
· Cambysses was the son of Cyrus and was given the task of conquering Egypt.  He assumed the throne after his father’s death and conquered Egypt.  However, on the way home from his conquest he heard that a pretender has taken the throne pretending to be another son of Cyrus called Smerdis.  Cambysses died on his return trip.  
· Pseudo Smerdis, the imposter, ruled for several months.  He gained a large following by remitting taxes for three years throughout the empire.  However, Darius kept the loyalty of the Persian army and eventually captured and killed Pseudo Smerdis.  
· Darius, after killing Pseudo Smerdis, defeated 9 kings (local uprisings) in 19 battles in 2 years.  These victories are recorded in the famous Behistun Inscription carved in rock some 30 miles from Kermanshah.  Darius began the great work of Persepolis located 30 miles north of Shiraz.  The main hall has the inscription, “I am Darius, great king, king of kings, king of alnds – who constructed this palace.”  Darius was a good organizer of his kingdom.  He defeated the Greeks partially and organized an efficient postal service.  
· Xerxes was Darius's son. He continued the war against the Greeks and continued building at Persepolis.
· Artaxerxes was the son of Xerxes who continued building at Persepolis.  

Ezra Overview (28:1-10)  ESB Study Bible
· Theme: The theme of Ezra is faithfulness to the Lord, both in worship (hence the importance of building the new temple) and in keeping the Torah, the Mosaic Law (7:6).  
· The Lord is faithful to his promises (9:13).  
· The Lord works providentially by all means (e.g., 6:22).  
· The exiles are bound by covenant to guard their identity and character as the people of the Lord by obeying his law (9:2, 8).  
· Belonging to the people of the Lord, however, is not essentially by membership in a “race” but by willing acceptance of his covenant (6:21).  
· Allegiance to the Lord is demonstrated by due attention to worship (2:36–58; 3:10–11).
· The keynote of worship is joy (6:22).  
· Author: Ezra 1–6 recounts events long before Ezra’s time, and the book does not state who wrote this section.  Ezra is the main figure in chapters 7–10; part of this section clearly comes from his own hand, since it is written in the first person.  This part is often called the Ezra Memoir (7:27–9:15).  The final author of the whole book is unknown.  
· Date: The events narrated in Ezra cover almost a century.  Jews had been taken into exile in Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C., but in 539 King Cyrus of Persia overthrew the Babylonian king, Nabonidus.  By doing so, he took control of a vast empire, including the territory of the former kingdoms of Israel and Judah.  In 538 B.C., Cyrus issued a decree that the Jewish exiles were free to return to their ancestral home.  Ezra 1–6 covers the return of the first wave of exiles, and continues up to the time when they rebuilt the temple at Jerusalem (516 B.C.).  Chapters 7–10 cover a time more than half a century later, beginning with Ezra’s arrival in Jerusalem in 458 B.C.  The book provides little information about the intervening period.  
· Discussion
· How important was it to rebuild the Temple?  
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Cyrus Helps the Exiles to Return (1:1-11) 
· Ezra 1:1–2:70 Cyrus’s Decree and the Return of Exiles from Babylon.  With the eye of faith, Ezra describes monumental political changes in the world as God’s special favor for his people.  ESB Study Bible.  
· Ezra 1:1 the first year of Cyrus.  The narrative of Ezra continues from Chronicles (see 2 Chron. 36:22–23).  The year of the decree is 538 b.c. that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled.  See Jer. 25:11–14; 32:36–38.  The whole book of Ezra is the story of God’s work to fulfill his promises by bringing his people back from exile and establishing them once again in their land.  The prophet Jeremiah had foretold an exile lasting 70 years, after which time Babylon would be punished and Judah restored.  ESB Study Bible.  
· Note that Jeremiah’s call came in 626 B.C.  
· Ezra 1:2–4 The three themes of Ezra and Nehemiah can be found in the decree of Cyrus (1:2-4).  First, rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem is God’s objective in the history of redemption at this point.  Second, the people of God as a whole, and not merely the great leaders, are vital for accomplishing this purpose.  Third, the written word is a powerful tool used by God to accomplish His objective.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Ezra 1:5 The three tribes – Judah, Benjamin, and the Levites (Levi) – are those that had constituted the former kingdom of Judah, and had thus been taken off to Babylon in 586 b.c.  No mention is made here or elsewhere of any large-scale return of the other tribes, though a few people from other tribes are sometimes mentioned or implied.  The OT gives no further information on the fate of the other “lost tribes.”  ESB Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Did everyone return?  No.  Who returned?  Everyone whose heart God had moved.   
· Ezra 1:6 Does this bring back the memory of the Israelites leaving Egypt?  
· Ezra 1:7 Another act of God.  
· Ezra 1:9-11 Does this list include the Ark of the Covenant?  
· Discussion  
· What are the implications of the return of the exiles for us?  
· Physical return to our home town?  Return to our Father’s home?  

Wrapping up 
· Are your heart moved?  
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  

Peter Luh, Hsu-Te Cheng, Koh Han Seow, Xiao Zhou and Yue Wang, 6/20/13 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2013
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Solomon’s Temple
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