Ephesians 1, 8/30/2013

Opening
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Recently several brothers and sisters found jobs nearby.  Congratulations!  Have you tried to find a job?  How easy or difficult is it?  Based on luck?  
· As a broader question, is a person’s life predestined or determined by his/her free will?  How about for a person to become a Christian?  Predestined or free will?  Why?  A very interesting perspective is genomics – many things of a person have indeed been determined before he/she was born!  This was something never imagined 50 years ago.  Amazing?  Also, does the above mean that we don’t have to work hard?  
· How would you introduce yourself to others?  How would you greet others on campus, in a classroom or on a street – Have you had your lunch/dinner yet?  How did Paul introduce himself and greet Christians in Ephesus?  
· During our last Fellowship Sunday, we celebrate SCCC’s ten’s anniversary.  David Huang asked the question “what is a church.”  How would you answer that question?  What would you want SCCC to become?  Why?  What did Paul pray for the church in Ephesus?  
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Introduction to Ephesians 
· Author: The apostle Paul.
· The ancient city of Ephesus (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephesus):  
· Ephesus was an ancient Greek city, and later a major Roman city, on the coast of Ionia, near present-day Selçuk, İzmir Province, Turkey.  In the Roman period, Ephesus had a population of more than 250,000 in the 1st century BC, which served to make it one of the largest cities in the Mediterranean world.  
· The city was famed for the Temple of Artemis (completed around 550 BC), one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.  In 268 AD, the Temple was destroyed or damaged in a raid by the Goths.  
· Ephesus was an important center for Early Christianity from the AD 50s.  From AD 52–54, Paul lived in Ephesus (the third journey), working with the congregation and apparently organizing missionary activity into the hinterlands.  He became embroiled in a dispute with artisans, whose livelihood depended on selling the statuettes of Artemis in the Temple of Artemis (Acts 19:23–41).  He wrote between 53 and 57 AD the letter 1 Corinthians from Ephesus.  Later Paul wrote the Epistle to Ephesians while he was in prison in Rome (around 62 AD).  
· Ephesus was one of the seven churches of Asia that are cited in the Book of Revelation.  The Gospel of John may have been written here.  
· Date: Because Paul mentions his imprisonment (3:1; 4:1; 6:20), this letter should be dated to c. a.d. 62 when Paul was held in Rome (Acts 28).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Themes (ESV Study Bible): 
· Christ has reconciled all creation to himself and to God.  
· Christ has united people from all nations to himself and to one another in his church.  These great deeds were accomplished through the powerful, sovereign, and free working of the triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – and are recognized and received by faith alone through his grace.  In light of these great truths, Christians are to lead lives that are a fitting tribute of gratitude to their great Lord.  
· Purpose, Occasion, and Background: Ephesians articulates general instruction in the truths of the cosmic redemptive work of God in Christ; the unity of the church among diverse peoples; and proper conduct in the church, the home, and the world.  Unity and love in the bond of peace mark the work of the Savior as well as Christians’ grateful response to his free grace in their lives.  ESV Study Bible.  

Greeting (1:1-2)
· How did Paul introduce himself and why?  An apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God.  
· How did Paul greet Christians in Ephesus?  Grace and peace.  Why?  Are they good?  Do you want them?  

Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ (1:3-14)
· Eph. 1:3–14 Spiritual Blessings in Christ.  In the original Greek, this section is one long, elegant sentence.  Paul shows that the triune God initiated and accomplished cosmic reconciliation and redemption for the praise of his glory.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Praise to God for blessings in Christ (Reformation Study Bible):
· Elected by the Father (1:3-6)  
· Redeemed by the Son (1:7-10)
· Sealed by the Spirit (1:11-14)
· Eph. 1:4 He chose us in him means that the Father chose Christians in the Son (Christ), and this took place in eternity past, before the foundation of the world.  This indicates that for all eternity the Father has had the role of leading and directing among the persons of the Trinity, even though Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are equal in deity and attributes. God’s initiative in redeeming the believer from sin and death was not an arbitrary or whimsical decision but something God had planned all along “in Christ.”  Since God chose his people in his love, they can take no credit for their salvation.  God was determined to have them as his own.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 1:14 God pours out his Holy Spirit on all of his children to guarantee their share in his eternal kingdom because he applies to them all God’s powerful working in redemption.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Is being a Christian a wonderful thing?  Why or why not?  
· What did Paul say about predestination or free will for being a Christian?  
· In English Bibles, there are many “his” in Ephesians 1.  Can you understand what does each “his” refer to – God’s or Christ’s?  

Thanksgiving and Prayer (1:15-23)
· What did Paul pray for the church in Ephesus and why?  
· Eph. 1:15–23 Paul’s Prayer of Thanksgiving.  This section, like vv. 3–14, is a single sentence in the original Greek.  Paul prays that the church will gain deep insight into the Lord’s powerful working and rich gifts in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 1:17 To name the Father of glory as the God of our Lord Jesus Christ is not to deny Christ’s deity but to affirm his true incarnate humanity.  Further, it expresses that Christians know God through the Lord Jesus as their mediator.  The Spirit of wisdom refers to the Holy Spirit’s secret working in Christians to give them insights into God’s Word and the saving knowledge of him (1 Cor. 2:6–12).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 1:18–19 Paul prays that believers will comprehend the blessings that are theirs in Christ: (1) their future hope; (2) God’s inheritance in the saints; and (3) their power in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 1:19-21 The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in believers.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Is it amazing to be a Christian?  Did you know that before?  Do you know that now?  
· Pray that we live a life with hope, peace and heavenly power, with transformation and sensitivity to sin.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· What do you want to pray for churches around the world?  Chinese churches in North America and in China and Taiwan?  SCCC?  For yourself?  

Peter Luh, Hsu-Te Cheng, Chunlogn Liu, Xiao Zhou and Yu Ji, 8/29/13 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2013
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