Ephesians 4, 9/20/2013

Opening
· Have you been misled to buy something expensive and then regretted?  How did that happen?  Please share your experiences.  Can people be misled about teachings of the Bible?  
· When you invite friends for dinner, what would you say about the dishes you prepared?  There are not good.  Is that right?  How would your American friends feel?  If the dishes were no good, then why did you invite me?  What would they say about their dishes when they invite you for dinner?  Can you see the cultural differences?  How about Christian culture?  Can you describe?  
· What are the gifts that God gave you?  Why did God give them to you?  Have you made good use of them?  

Unity and Maturity in the Body of Christ (4:1-16) 
· Eph. 4:2 Humility was regarded as distasteful by the pagan world of Paul’s day.  Pride was more highly prized.  All of the virtues mentioned – humility, gentleness, patience, and most of all, love – were displayed in Christ’s own character and are to be evident in the daily walk of every Christian.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 4:3 Peace is a state of reconciliation and love and therefore acts as a bond to unite believers in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 4:5 One Lord refers to Jesus Christ.  One faith refers to the doctrinal truths Christians commonly confess. “One Spirit” (v. 4), “one Lord” (v. 5), and “one God and Father” (v. 6) constitute a Trinitarian formula.  “One baptism” here may refer to the baptism of all believers into one body, which is the result of the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit when one becomes a genuine believer in Christ.  There is therefore a profound spiritual unity of all genuine believers who are “in Christ,” founded on “one faith” in “one Lord,” irrespective of denominational differences.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 4:7–10 The Different Gifts.  Paul describes diverse gifts in the church.  These come from the ascended Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 4:8 it says.  Paul cites Ps. 68:18, where the one who ascends is the triumphant Lord God.  Paul sees this as referring to Christ Jesus in his resurrection as head of the church.  Gifts.  In Ps. 68:18, the divine victor is seen “receiving gifts among men,” but Paul adapts the passage to his purposes (as NT authors sometimes do in citing the OT) to show that Christ gave gifts to his people from his spoils of victory.  The captives over whom Christ triumphed are most likely demons.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 4:11 Christ gives specific spiritual gifts to people in the church whose primary mission is to minister the Word of God (v. 12).  “Evangelists” denotes people like Philip and Timothy who proclaimed the gospel (Acts 21:8; 2 Tim. 4:5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion 
· Can you analyze the structure of these verses (4:1-16), especially in light of the “but” in v. 7 and the “unity” in v. 13?  
· What are your gifts in Christ?  For what?  How will your gifts help God’s ministry in specific ways?  Are you fully motivated?  
· Have you been tossed back and forth by the waves?  Please share your experiences.  How can that be avoided in the future?  Through studying the Bible, praying, listening to the teaching of others, ..
· Speaking the truth in love.  Why needed?  Examples?  

Instructions for Christian Livings (4:17-32)
· Eph. 4:17–18 Paul affirms most solemnly in the Lord that his Gentile readers, as part of the new creation, should no longer live as the Gentiles do (vv. 22–24; Col. 3:9–10).  Futility of their minds … darkened.  Both in antiquity and today, people who reject the knowledge of God think of themselves as “enlightened” (cf. Heb. 10:32).  Their ignorance here is not lack of general education; some are brilliant in their own way, but such brilliance is all wasted and futile in the end when combined with hardness of heart toward the truth of the gospel in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 4:26–27 Be angry.  Not all anger is sin, but the believer should not be consumed by anger, nor should one’s anger even be carried over into the next day, as this will only give an opportunity to the devil.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Why is there a transition from v. 16 to 17?  How important is it to live a life worthy of the calling we have received?  Is that easy?  How to actually carry that out?  Please share your experience.  
· What is your “old self”?  What is your “new self”?  
· Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry.  Is this easy to do?  Please share your experience.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· If we want to change our life tonight, what will be the one thing to change?  How can that be changed?  
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