Ephesians 4, 10/11/2013

Opening
· If you want to find a lover, would you prefer an artist, a poet, or an engineer?  
· What is the life of a Christian from the view of a non-believer – speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs?  
· Can a person imitate God?  How?  What are the characteristics of God?    
· Can you feel the differences between a wife from the Mainland and a wife from Taiwan?  
· Should a wife submit to her husband?  Why or why not?  

New Life in Love (5:1-20) 
· Eph. 5:1–20 New Life in Love.  After a two-verse transitional section, Paul gives general instructions for holy living.  He focuses on purity of life – both by avoiding evil deeds and associations and by adopting holy practices.  Verse 21 connects vv. 1–20 with vv. 22–6:9.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 5:1–2 Imitators.  Believers are to imitate God’s holiness in all of their conduct.  They are to be like him, not as slaves trying to earn a wage but as children – and beloved children.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What are the key aspects that we shall imitate God?  
· Holiness, love, light, submission (to what?), ...
· Eph. 5:3–20 Paul centers on wisdom in speech, sexual purity, associations, and other similar aspects of a thankful life.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why?  Are these issues serious?  
· Eph. 5:5 idolater.  Covetousness places one’s ultimate allegiance in the acquisition of the possessions of others, which often leads to other grave sins (e.g., 1 Kings 21:1–19).  Paul says this is tantamount to idolatry (see also Col. 3:5).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Have you heard about the term “fallen upward” (向上堕落)?  
· Eph. 5:11 Expose means either to reprove or to convince through argument and discussion (also v. 13), at the same time taking great care not to gossip or to slander others.  Instead, Christians should show by their lives and their wise interactions that the works of darkness are not to be ignored among God’s holy people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 5:19 Being filled with the Spirit results in joyful praise through singing and making melody.  This may refer to different kinds of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs found in the OT Psalter.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Which aspect you want to imitate God the most?  

Submission to One Another (5:21-32)
· What should the relationship between husband and wife be?  
· Eph. 5:21–6:9 Submission to One Another.  Verse 21 is transitional, connecting with the previous section and leading to what follows.  Submission is illustrated in various family relations in 5:22–33 (wives/husbands), 6:1–4 (children/parents), and 6:5–9 (servants/ masters).  See also Col. 3:18–25.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 5:23–24 the husband is the head of the wife.  This is the grounds of the wife’s submission to her husband and is modeled on Christ’s headship over the church.  Just as Christ’s position as head of the church and its Savior does not vary from one culture to another, neither does the headship of a husband in relation to his wife and her duty to submit to her husband in everything.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 5:25 love. Paul now turns to the duty of husbands.  He does not command the husband to submit to his wife but instead tells the husband that he must give himself up for her.  Thus, husbands are to love their wives in a self-sacrificial manner, following the example of Christ, who “gave himself up for” the church in loving self-sacrifice.  Clearly the biblical picture of a husband laying down his life for his wife is directly opposed to any kind of male tyranny or oppression.  The husband is bound by love to ensure that his wife finds their marriage a source of rich fulfillment and joyful service to the Lord.  Notably, Paul devotes three times more space to the husband’s duty (nine verses) than to the wife’s (three verses).  ESV Study Bible.  
· How many husband here tonight have done this?  
· Eph. 5:22-28 Do you agree with Paul’s teaching?  To what extent?  Why or why not?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Eph. 5:32 By mystery Paul means the hidden plan of God that has come to fulfillment in Christ Jesus (see1:9; 3:3–4, 9; and 6:19), thus his quotation about marriage from Genesis 2:24 ties in to the relationship between Christ and his church.  Paul’s meaning is profound: he interprets the original creation of the husband-and-wife union as itself modeled on Christ’s forthcoming union with the church as his “body” (see v. 23).  Therefore, marriage from the beginning of creation was created by God to be a reflection of and patterned after Christ’s relation to the church.  Thus Paul’s commands regarding the roles of husbands and wives do not merely reflect the culture of his day but present God’s ideal for all marriages at all times, as exemplified by the relationship between the bride of Christ (the church) and Christ himself, the Son of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Any comments about your marriage life?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Pray that we are good husbands and wives, and imitators of God.  
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