Ephesians 2, 9/6/2013

Opening
· Genesis 2:16-17: The Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  
· Did Adam and Eve eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  Did they die?  
· Have you eaten that?  Are you dead?  
· Are the Jews God’s chosen people?  Why?  How did this happen?  
· Genesis 12:1-3.  The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran.  
· How about Chinese?  Does God love Chinese people?  If not, why did He make so many of them?  
· What is the future of the Jews, the Chinese, the Japanese, and ..?  
· For a person to be loved and saved by God is that his/her decision?  Is that based on his/her own effort?  How is that related to Jesus?  
· Why does God want to save us?  John 3:16.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  

By Grace Through Faith (2:1-10) 
· Eph. 2:1–10 Salvation by Grace through Faith.  This section, like 1:3–14 and 1:15–23, is a single sentence in the original Greek.  The overarching theme is that God lavishes his grace on Christians through his saving initiative.  There are two subsections: 2:1–3 and 2:4–10.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:1 you were dead.  Human beings as sons and daughters of Adam enter the world spiritually dead.  They have no inclination or responsiveness toward God and no ability to please God.  Trespasses.  Violations of divine commandments.  Sins.  Offenses against God in thought, word, or deed.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Examples of today’s cravings?  
· Eph. 2:4–10 Hope in Christ.  In contrast to the hopeless state of the nonbeliever, Christians exult in hope because of God’s incredible grace and free salvation.  Paul accents this grace in contrast to the pre-Christ hopelessness analyzed in vv. 1–3.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:5-6 Made us alive .. raised  us up .. seated us.  These are historical events in the life of Christ: His resurrection from the dead and enthronement at the right hand of God.  But Paul also applies them to what has happened to believers.  Paul teaches a union between Christ and those who come to trust Him, so that what is said of the Redeemer can also be said of the redeemed.  What once happened to Jesus will one day happen to believers as well: they will be resurrected to glory at His return.  For the present, there is a new mind (4:23, 24), a new identity as God’s children (Romans 8:14-17), and a new ability to live free from the control of Satan (Romans 8:1-4, Cor. 5:17).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Amazing!  See also Ephesians 1:18-20.  
· Eph. 2:8 Saved refers to deliverance from God’s wrath at the final judgment (Rom. 5:9).  Through faith.  Faith is a confident trust and reliance upon Christ Jesus and is the only means by which one can obtain salvation.  This. The Greek pronoun is neuter, while “grace” and “faith” are feminine.  Accordingly, “this” points to the whole process of “salvation by grace through faith” as being the gift of God and not something that we can accomplish ourselves.  This use of the neuter pronoun to take in the whole of a complex idea is quite common in Greek (e.g., 6:1); its use here makes it clear that faith, no less than grace, is a gift of God.  Salvation, therefore, in every respect, is not your own doing.  ESV Study Bible.  
· You have been saved.  Salvation is a completed action that has a present effect.  In his earlier letters Paul usually refers to salvation either as a future event (Romans 5:9, 10) or as a present process (1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor. 2:15).  One exception is Romans 8:24, where Paul puts salvation in the past, but qualifies it as needing completion at Christ’s return: “in this hope we were saved.”  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:9–10 Salvation is not by works.  If it were, then those who are saved would get the glory.  Created … for good works.  Salvation is not based on works, but the good works Christians do are the result and consequence of God’s new creation work.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· What kind of God is our God?  
· Why does God love the world?  
· Is it true that by grace we have been saved?  What are the roles of works?  

Jew and Gentile Reconciled Through Christ (2:11-22)
· Eph. 2:11–22 Unity and Peace of Christ.  Paul continues the theme of the new creation which he introduced in v. 10.  In the previous sections God had been the main subject of the action, but now the focus falls on Christ Jesus and his redemption.  There are three subsections: vv. 11–15, 16–18, and 19–22.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:11–15 Unity of Christ’s People.  Christ makes peace between Jew and Gentile to unify both in the church.  There is only one unified people of God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:12 They were not citizens of the nation with whom God was in covenant relation.  Though God’s relationship with Israel included a promise to bless the nations (Gen. 12:3), Gentiles had no awareness of that hope.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:14 The dividing wall of hostility.  This refers to the courts of the temple in Jerusalem.  A wall separated Gentiles and Jews, and signs were posted excluding Gentiles from the inner courts where sacrifices for sin were performed.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· There was an inscription on the wall of the outer courtyard of the Jerusalem temple warning Gentiles that they would only have themselves to blame for their death if they passed beyond it into the inner courts.  ESV Study Bible.  
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· Eph. 2:15 Abolishing the law of commandments.  Christ offered in His own body the final sacrifice to which the temple’s sacrifices merely pointed.  The ceremonial laws of the Old Testament that separated Jews and Gentiles are no longer appropriate after their fulfillment in Christ.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· The result is a new man, denoting a new human race under the second Adam (Christ), in whose image the Christian is re-created (1 Cor. 15:45, 49; see also Eph. 4:24).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:16–18 Peace with God.  On the cross, Christ put to death the hostility between Israel and the other nations.  In this section the focus shifts to the new, unified group being brought near to God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Eph. 2:16–17 In one body, the church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:19–22 These verses describe the reversal of the Gentile disadvantages outlined in vv. 11, 12.  The building of a new spiritual temple replaces the outmoded on in Jerusalem.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Eph. 2:21 joined together.  Christians are the temple of God corporately; belonging to the visible church is not optional for followers of Christ.  Holy temple.  Where God meets with his people in joyful worship and fellowship.  Believers do not have to worship in Jerusalem today because they themselves have become the new temple of God (see John 4:21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Isaiah 9:6.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
· Is the above amazing?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Are we God’s temple?  If so, how should we behave?  What kind of life shall we live?    
· What is the dividing wall of hostility between you and God?  How can that be broken down?  What is the single thing that you want to change the most?  Pray for that!  
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