Ephesians 3, 9/13/2013

Opening
· What is the biggest mystery of the 20th century?  UFOs?  Aliens?  Who killed President Kennedy?  What is the biggest mystery in the New Testimony?  
· In a family, are there differences between sons/daughters vs. helpers?  What happens if a helper pretends to be a son/daughter?  
· How much do you know about Apostle Paul?  Can you share some of what you know?  Did he suffer for the sake of Christ?  
· During the Cultural Revolution, many Christians suffer for the sake of Christ.  Did they suffer in vain?  Many people suffer for the sake of a political party.  Generally what are their awards?  
· What do you want to pray for brothers and sisters beyond their current needs?  

The Mystery of the Gospel Revealed (3:1-13) 
· Eph. 3:1–13 Revelation of the Gospel Mystery.  Paul explains his calling and ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles.  This was to assure his Gentile readers that their share in the inheritance is authentic because of its divine origin.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 3:1 On behalf of you Gentiles.  Paul was the apostle, teacher, and preacher to the Gentiles (1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11), so the sufferings he experienced during his ministry were on their behalf (2 Cor. 6:5; 11:23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Eph. 3:3 and Col. 1:26–27 Mystery.  The mystery does not refer to something mysterious or to a secret ritual.  Rather, Paul is speaking of God’s unfolding plan for the world and, above all, his plan of redemption through the Messiah (Eph. 1:9; 3:3–4, 9; 5:32; 6:19).  Although elements of God’s design were already known through the prophets, key aspects of it were hidden for ages and generations and thus were a mystery, which could only be known and understood when they were revealed by God.  At the heart of the mystery that God is now revealing through Paul is the amazing hallmark of the new covenant, Christ in you, the hope of glory.  God himself, in the person of Christ, will be directly and personally present in the lives of his people, and his presence assures them of a future life with him when he returns.  Moreover, Christ does not reside only in believing Jews but also in believing Gentiles, so that there is one unified people of God (cf. Eph. 2:11–22; 3:2–6).  Christ revealed this mystery to Paul by revelation on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1–7) and more fully at other times (cf. Acts 22:17–21; 2 Cor. 12:1–7; Gal. 1:12; 2:2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Isaiah 19:25 The LORD Almighty will bless them, saying, “Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria my handiwork, and Israel my inheritance.”  
· Isaiah 49:6 He says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”  
· Eph. 3:5 not made known.  While Moses and the prophets had written of Christ and his salvation to the ends of the earth (John 5:46; 1 Pet. 1:10–12), and while God had even promised to Abraham that all the nations of the earth would be blessed through him (Gen. 12:3), the full realization of who Christ was and the extent of the salvation that would come to the Gentiles was not clear until after the giving of the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:8–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 3:8 very least of.  This is not false humility on Paul’s part, since he is acutely aware that he had once been a persecutor of Christ and his church.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Eph. 3:8 “This grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.”  What is the grace given you?  
· Eph. 3:12 “In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.”  Do you have such freedom and confidence?  Do you want to have them?  

A Prayer for the Ephesians (3:14-21)
· Eph. 3:14–21 Paul’s Prayer for Strength and Insight.  Paul resumes his thought broken off in v. 1 and reports his prayer for the readers’ strength and understanding of God’s power (vv. 14–19).  He concludes by blessing God (vv. 20–21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 3:15 To be named in biblical usage refers to the definition of one’s identity.  God the Father, the creator of all things (v. 9), is also the one who “names” (i.e., defines the identity of) all creatures, even to the extent of “naming” every family in heaven and on earth.  God’s present action in the naming of “every family” is a further affirmation of his sovereignty over all creation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 3:17–18 Christ already dwells in Christians, but Paul prays here for his indwelling with power. In v. 16 Paul speaks of the indwelling “Spirit” and here of the indwelling Christ, suggesting the deity of the Spirit as well as the Son.  Rooted and grounded in love. Love is the natural and necessary outcome of a living faith that is the fruit of Christ’s work in the Christian.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Eph. 3:21 church. Paul conceives of the church as a unified whole, not as isolated entities (see 4:4–6).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· What did Paul pray for the Ephesians?  Why?  See Revelation 2:1-4.  
· How would you pray for the UCBSG?  Why?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· What is your calling to serve God?  
· Do you have freedom and confidence in Christ?  Do you want to have them??  
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