Colossians 2, 12/20/2013

Opening
· Do you know the date of the End of the World?  
· Harold Camping, a Christian minister who foretold of doomsday dates that proved wrong each time, died at his California home last Sunday (12/15/2013). He was 92.  Camping preached of Judgment Day through his Family Radio Network in Oakland.  He last prophesied apocalypse for May 21, 2011, advising nonbelievers to repent.  Diehards quit their jobs, dumped their possessions and traveled the country in RVs to spread his macabre message.  Donations from his believers were used to buy billboards and ads trumpeting the end of days.  But the day came and went without a bang, and he blamed the misstep on a faulty mathematical calculation based on information in the Bible. Rejiggering the numbers, he instead offered a date five months later – Oct. 21 – for the end of the world.  In 1992, he had a similar rap about the Rapture, which he warned – again, incorrectly – would come in 1994.  
http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/12/17/21942336-doomsday-preacher-harold-camping-dies-at-92?lite.  
· What do you think about the above news?  
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A volunteer from the Family Radio hands out pamphlets with warnings 
of impending Judgment Day in May 2011 in Times Square.

· Have you heard about Jehovah’s witnesses?  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehovah's_Witnesses.  
· The name Jehovah’s witnesses, based on Isaiah 43:10–13.  “You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he.  Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me.  I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is no savior.  I have revealed and saved and proclaimed – I, and not some foreign god among you.  You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord.”  
· They believe that Jehovah is the only true God, the creator of all things, and the “Universal Sovereign.”  They believe that all worship should be directed toward him, and that he is not part of a Trinity; consequently, the religion places more emphasis on God than on Christ.  They believe that the holy spirit is God’s applied power or “active force,” rather than a person.  
· Jehovah's Witnesses believe that Jesus is God’s only direct creation, that everything else was created by means of Christ, and that the initial unassisted act of creation uniquely identifies Jesus as God’s “only-begotten Son.”  Jesus served as a redeemer and a ransom sacrifice to pay for the sins of humanity.  They believe Jesus died on a single upright torture stake rather than the traditional cross.  They believe that references in the Bible to the Archangel Michael, Abaddon (Apollyon), and the Word all refer to Jesus.  Jesus is considered to be the only intercessor and high priest between God and humanity, and appointed by God as the king and judge of his kingdom.  
· They reject Trinitarianism.  They do not observe Christmas, Easter, or other holidays and customs they consider to have pagan origins incompatible with Christianity.  
· Jehovah’s Witnesses are best known for their door-to-door preaching, distributing literature such as The Watchtower and Awake!, and refusing military service and blood transfusions.  
· They are directed by the Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses, a group of elders in Brooklyn, New York, that establishes all doctrines.  Jehovah's Witnesses’ beliefs are based on their interpretations of the Bible and they prefer to use their own translation, the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.  
· What do you think?  
· What is circumcision?  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumcision.  
· Circumcision is the surgical removal of the foreskin from the human penis.  In a typical procedure, the foreskin is opened and then separated from the glans after inspection.  
· About one-third of males worldwide are circumcised.  The procedure is most prevalent in the Muslim world and Israel (where it is near-universal), the United States and parts of Southeast Asia and Africa; it is relatively rare in Europe, Latin America, parts of Southern Africa and most of Asia.  The origin of circumcision is not known with certainty; the oldest documentary evidence for it comes from ancient Egypt.  It is part of religious law in Judaism and is an established practice in Islam.  
· Circumcision features prominently in the Bible.  The narrative in Genesis chapter 17 (vv. 1-14) describes the circumcision of Abraham and his relatives and slaves, making him the first named individual to undergo the procedure.  In the same chapter, Abraham’s descendants are commanded to circumcise their sons on the eighth day of life.  
· Paul the Apostle reinterpreted circumcision as a spiritual concept, arguing the physical one to be no longer necessary.  The teaching that physical circumcision was unnecessary for membership in a divine covenant was instrumental in the separation of Christianity from Judaism.  
· Although it is not mentioned in the Quran (early 6th century CE), circumcision is considered essential to Islam, and it is nearly universally performed among Muslims.  
· The World Health Organization promotes circumcision as a preventive measure for sexually active men in populations at high risk for HIV.  
· What is the most precious material thing that you have?  What is the most precious thing that you have?  

Paul's Ministry to the Church (Continued) (2:1-3)
· Col. 2:1 for those at Laodicea.  Laodicea (cf. Rev. 3:14–22) was the nearest city to Colossae, only 9 miles (14.5 km) away (see note on Rev. 3:14–22).  There was a close relationship between these churches.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  Anticipating what he will soon say about false sources of knowledge (vv. 4–23), Paul emphasizes that Christ is the ultimate storehouse of divine wisdom and spiritual knowledge.  His language parallels what the OT says about wisdom (Prov. 2:3–6).  ESV Study Bible.  

Spiritual Fullness in Christ (2:4-15)
· Col. 2:4–23 The Dangerous Teaching at Colossae.  Paul delivers a series of warnings about the teaching that is threatening the Colossian church.  In doing so, he also provides important teaching on the Christians’ new identity in Christ that will help them resist the arguments of the false teachers and live worthily of the Lord.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 2:4–8 Warning about a Deceptive Teaching.  Even though the Colossians are doing well spiritually, they must be on guard against false teaching.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 2:9–15 Help for the Danger: Resources in Christ.  The Colossians have everything they need in Jesus Christ.  Since they are forgiven of their sins by virtue of the cross of Christ and are already living a new life in him, they should not turn to anything or anyone else to “complete” their spiritual well-being.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 2:10 you have been filled in him.  In this remarkable statement, Paul affirms that believers share in Christ’s power and authority over every rule and authority by virtue of their union with him.  Here is the main theme of Colossians.  The divine “fullness” is in Christ (v. 9), and believers are “filled in him.”  Hence, they have everything they need in Christ.  They do not need any other teaching to become like God.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 2:11 In him also you were circumcised.  Paul here uses circumcision metaphorically for a spiritual (made without hands) action, which he describes as putting off the body of the flesh.  Believers no longer live in the sphere of the flesh and its influence (Gal. 5:24) but have been transferred to the kingdom of Christ and live through and in him, under his lordship (Col. 1:13).  In this “circumcision” performed by Christ, Christians have been removed from their solidarity with Adam and his sin (see Rom. 6:6) and are now in solidarity with Christ and his righteousness and can live for him, as they before could not.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What do you think of the above?  Wow!  
· Have you been given fullness in Christ?  What are the implications?   

Freedom From Human Rules (2:16-23)
· Col. 2:16–23 Additional Warnings about the Teaching.  Apparently the false teachers advocated asceticism for spiritual growth. The true path to spiritual maturity is holding fast to Christ as the head, not following these misguided human rules.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Asceticism describes a lifestyle characterized by abstinence from various worldly pleasures, often with the aim of pursuing religious and spiritual goals.  http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/asceticism.  
· Col. 2:16 food and drink … a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath.  The false teacher(s) were advocating a number of Jewish observances, arguing that they were essential for spiritual advancement.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 2:17 a shadow of the things to come.  The old covenant observances pointed to a future reality that was fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Heb. 10:1).  Hence, Christians are no longer under the Mosaic covenant (cf. Rom. 6:14–15; 7:1–6; 2 Cor. 3:4–18; Gal. 3:15–4:7). Christians are no longer obligated to observe OT dietary laws (“food and drink”) or festivals, holidays, and special days (“a festival … new moon … Sabbath,” Col. 2:16), for what these things foreshadowed has been fulfilled in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 2:21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch.”  Quotation marks are used here to indicate that these are specific taboos, which the teacher of the false philosophy is insisting the Colossians must obey.  These rules are not divine but human, for the food a person eats is not crucial in his or her spiritual life (cf. Mark 7:18–19).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Pulpit Commentary.  These rules form part of a prohibitory regimen by which sinful tendencies to bodily pleasure were to be repressed, and spiritual truths symbolically enforced.  http://biblehub.com/colossians/2-21.htm.  
· Col. 2:23 an appearance of wisdom.  The ringleader of the faction in Colossae was advocating an esoteric wisdom for daily life that would allegedly help the Colossians deal with evil spirits and cope with life’s circumstances.  This refers to the fasting and taboos that were part of the ascetic behavior advocated by “the philosophy.”  Such asceticism may appear to be spiritual, but it actually promotes nothing more than confidence in self rather than in Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· From v. 23, can you sense the false teachings?  
· What are your taboos that should be thrown away?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]V. 2.  “They may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ.”  
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