Colossians 3:22-4:18, 1/17/2014

Opening
· What work ethics should we have?  Why?  What work ethics do we have?  Why?  What does the Bible say?  Why?  
· What are the roles of Christians in local communities and in the world?  
· When was the last time you wrote a letter?  How did you close the writing at the end?  
· It is not easy to have good friends.  Who are your good friends outside the Bible Study?  Who were Paul’s companions in Christ?  How did he view them?  
· In baseball, three strikes then the batter is out.  How about in life?  In Christian life?  

Rules for Christian Households Continued (3:22-4:1)
· Col. 3:22–4:1 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters.  As in any other city or village in the Roman world, there would have been many slaves (or bondservants) at Colossae; Paul treats them with dignity and appeals to them directly to honor Christ in their hearts, work, and behavior.  Slaves (or bondservants) should work heartily, not primarily to please their earthly masters but as if they were working for the Lord.  The principles of Col. 3:22–4:1 apply to employers and employees today.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How do you view your advisor who is supporting you?  
· If you were a professor, how would you treat your research assistants whom you support 

Further Instructions (4:2-6)
· Col. 4:3–4 that God may open to us a door for the word.  In spite of his imprisonment and difficult circumstances, Paul asks the Colossians to pray that he will have opportunities to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  Christians should pray for missionaries and church leaders around the world.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 4:5–6 Good Behavior toward those outside the community.  Paul encourages the Colossians to manifest a powerful and attractive testimony to non-Christians.  Seasoned with salt.  This statement echoes the teaching of Jesus when he called his disciples to be “the salt of the earth” (Matt. 5:13).  When applied to conversation, the metaphor suggests speaking in an interesting, stimulating, and wise way.  Paul’s comments assume that the Colossian believers are vitally involved in the local community and have ample opportunities to interact with outsiders in a way that would commend the gospel to them.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What is the relationship among prayer, watchful and thankful?  
· Are we praying for missionaries and church leaders around the world?  
· How are you involved in your local community?   What to learn from the above?  

Final Greetings (4:7-18)
· Col. 4:7–8 Tychicus was a native of Asia Minor who became a Christian and a member of Paul’s ministry team (Acts 20:4).  He will carry this letter (as well as Ephesians and Philemon; see Eph. 6:21–22) and bring them news about Paul and his situation.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 4:10–11 Mark the cousin of Barnabas.  This is the same person as “John Mark,” who accompanied Paul on his first missionary journey and suddenly departed (Acts 13:13) and over whom Paul and Barnabas had a sharp disagreement (Acts 15:39).  Paul’s perspective on Mark has decidedly changed (probably corresponding to a change in Mark himself).  Now Mark has been reconciled to Paul and is ministering to him and on his behalf.  The five people mentioned here are the same five that Paul mentions in Philemon, with the exception of Jesus who is called Justus, about whom nothing else is known.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Second chance.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Col. 4:14 Luke the beloved physician is the same Luke who authored Luke’s Gospel and Acts.  He accompanied Paul on some of his journeys and was apparently with Paul throughout his two-year imprisonment in Caesarea and then in his two-year Roman imprisonment.  Since Luke is not identified among “the only men of the circumcision” (Col. 4:9–11), he was probably a Gentile.  Lamentably, Demas later followed worldly pursuits and deserted Paul (2 Tim. 4:10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 4:16 The letter from Laodicea.  Although some have thought this might be a reference to Ephesians or a letter from the Laodiceans to Paul, it is probably best to take it as a reference to a letter Paul wrote to Laodicea that is now lost.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Col. 4:17 Archippus may have been the son of Philemon and Apphia (see Philem. 2).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Col. 4:15.  House churches were there already!  
· What can we learn from Paul’s companions?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Now looking back at Chapters 1-4.  What are the key points of Colossians?  Can we see some of these characteristics captured by Paul’s companions?  What shall we do?  
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