Acts 22, 4/26/2013

Opening
· Do you speak Chinese or English on campus?  Why?  Are Chinese racism?  Examples?  When you call Americans “老外,” who are really “老外” here?  
· What is the Chinese heritage you treasure the most?  What is the tradition that you must overcome to be a Christian?  Why?  
· Do you know the story of Apostle Paul?  When did he become a Christian and why?  
· To which country are you a citizen of?  What are the values of a citizenship?  

Paul Speaks to the Crowd (22:1-21) 
· If there is a post in Chinese in the Library, will it be easy for you to see?  Why?  If someone speaks Chinese in the crowd, will it be easy for you to hear?  Why?  
· Who is your Ph.D. advisor?  Does that matter?  
· Acts 21:40–22:21 Paul Addresses the Jewish Crowd.  Paul’s address to the Jewish crowd sought to establish what he had come to the temple to prove in the first place—his faithfulness to his Jewish heritage.  He gave his personal testimony: his former zeal for Judaism (22:3–5), his encounter with the risen Lord (22:6–11), his commission (22:12–16), and his vision in the temple (22:17–21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· The story of Paul was presented in Acts 9:1-31, here, and then in Acts 26:12-18.  It is a rare case that a story was presented three times in the Bible.  
· Acts 22:2 Just as Paul got the tribune’s attention with his Greek (21:37), he quieted the Jewish crowd by speaking Aramaic, the most common language spoken by ordinary Jews in Jerusalem.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did the crowd become quiet when they heard Paul speak in Aramaic?  
· Acts 22:3 Gamaliel – The most honored rabbi of the first century.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Who is your Ph.D. advisor?  Does that matter?  
· Acts 22:4 On Paul’s persecution of Christians, see 8:3 and 9:1.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 22:5 The Council – the Sanhedrin.  NIV Study Bible.  
· Acts 22:14-16.  What do you think?  What are the implications on you?  
· If you have trusted the Lord but not been baptized yet, what are you waiting for?  
· Acts 22:21 Paul’s association with Gentiles had stirred up opposition to him in the first place (21:28–29) and now provoked a violent response.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why did Paul say the above things?  
· Why did the crowd stop Paul’s talk?  
· Discussion  
· Why did Paul accept the Lord?  Why did you?  Do you want to share your testimony?  
· Paul knew his mission.  What is yours?  

Paul the Roman Citizen (22:22-30)
· What is your citizenship?  Is that important?  Examples?  Visa to Canada.  
· Acts 22:22–29 Paul Reveals His Roman Citizenship.  As the riot against Paul resumed, the tribune took him into the barracks and stretched him on the rack for “examination” by torture.  Paul stopped the proceedings by revealing his Roman citizenship.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 22:28 I bought this citizenship.  Persons who obtained Roman citizenship other than by birth usually took the name of their sponsor.  That the tribune’s name was Claudius Lysias (23:26) may indicate he purchased his citizenship through the sponsorship of the emperor Claudius.  Being a citizen by birth was especially prestigious.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What can we learn from Paul when he revealed his Roman citizenship to the commander?  
· Acts 22:30–23:11 Paul Appears before the Sanhedrin.  Unable to get any answers by scourging, the tribune turned to the Jewish court for help.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Philippian 3:20.  But our citizenship is in heaven.  Wow!  
· Ephesians 2:19.  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow-citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  
· What do the above imply?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  Acts 22:14-16.  
· Are we bounded by Chinese traditions?  Can we transcend them?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Are you a citizen of God’s kingdom?  Can you feel that?  Can your friends sense that?  Have a quality time with God each day!  
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