Acts 25:13-26, 5/24/2013

Opening
· If someone challenges your Christian faith, what will you do?  If you want to defend your Christian belief, how would you do it?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you don’t like Christianity, how would you respond to the above argument?  
· If you are “neutral,” how would you judge the above?  
· Now going back.  As a Christian, would you dare to speak out?  Do you have the knowledge, skill and the heart to speak out?  
· Do you remember what we discussed last Friday?  

Festus Consults King Agrippa (25:13-22)
· Acts 25:13–22 Festus Presents the Case to King Agrippa II.  A visit to Caesarea by the Jewish King Agrippa II afforded Festus an opportunity for a hearing to formulate charges against Paul.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 25:13 Agrippa the king was Agrippa II, son of Herod Agrippa I, and great-grandson of Herod the Great.  He ruled over several minor, primarily Gentile territories.  The emperor Claudius had conferred on Agrippa II rule over the temple in Jerusalem and the right to appoint the high priest.  Bernice was his sister and constant companion.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What little is known about the life and background of Berenice (Bernice) has been handed down to us through the New Testament book of Acts, the 25th chapter.  Also the early historian Flavius Josephus, who detailed a history of the Jewish people and wrote an account of the Jewish Rebellion of 67.  However, it is for her tumultuous love life that Berenice is primarily known today.  After a number of failed marriages throughout the 40s, she spent much of the remainder of her life at the court of her brother Herod Agrippa II, amidst rumors the two were carrying on an incestuous relationship.  During the First Jewish-Roman War, Berenice began a love affair with the future emperor Titus Flavius Vespasianus.  However, her unpopularity among the Romans compelled Titus to dismiss Berenice upon his accession as emperor in 79.  When he died two years later, so did Berenice disappear from the historical record.  Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berenice_(daughter_of_Herod_Agrippa_I)
· Discussion  
· How did Festus think about Paul’s case?  
· Why did Festus present the case to King Agrippa II?  
· Why was King Agrippa II interested in the case?  

Paul’s Defense before Agrippa (25:23-26:11) 
· Acts 25:23–26:32 Paul Witnesses to Agrippa II.  Amid considerable pomp (25:23–27), Paul testified before the king (in fulfillment of 9:15).  Of the three “defense” speeches (Chapters 22, 24, 26), this one before Agrippa gives the most detailed exposition of the gospel.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 26:3 What controversies?  
· Acts 26:6-8 What are the major differences between Paul’s belief and the belief of Pharisees?  Which one you agree with more and why?  
· Discussion  
· When Paul defended himself, was he like a prisoner or like a preacher?  How can you tell?  

Paul Tells of His Conversion (26:12-32) 
· Acts 26:14 To kick against the goads is a proverbial statement the Romans probably knew, meaning that one cannot ultimately resist God’s will.  Goads were sharp sticks used to prod oxen, and if the oxen kicked in resistance, the drivers would keep them in line by using the goads more severely.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 26:20 Paul’s obedience to his commission began in Damascus (9:19–25), continued in Jerusalem (9:26–29), and ultimately focused on the Gentiles (from 11:26 on).  A witness by Paul throughout all the region of Judea is not recorded elsewhere in Acts but must have occurred during the time right after his conversion when he was in Jerusalem (9:28).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 26:22–23 The inclusiveness of Paul’s witness was both social (small and great) and racial (our people and … the Gentiles).  The suffering of Jesus was the fulfillment of OT prophets (see Luke 24:26–27, 45–48; Acts 2:24–36; 3:17–26; 13:32–39).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why should Christ suffer?  
· Shall Christians suffer?  
· Acts 26:27 I know that you believe.  Agrippa had a reputation as a pious Jew, which is why Paul could make this appeal.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 26:28–29 In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?  Realizing that Paul was pressing for a “Christian” commitment, Agrippa put him off, quipping that it was too “short” a time for making such a decision.  Paul picked up on Agrippa’s remark: short or long, he wanted everyone to trust Christ.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 26:32 Why did Agrippa say so?  
· Discussion
· What is your version of the Damascus experience?  
· Did King Agrippa understand what Paul said?  
· Why did Agrippa put off Paul’s commitment request?  Is that pitiful?  
· How about you yourself if you haven’t yet believed?  
· What do you learn from 26:24?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· What crime did Paul commit?  
· Read 23:11.  Also, what happened later?  What can you say?  God is in control.  Amen.  
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