Acts 18, 3/8/2013

Opening
· Do you like to receive gifts?  What kind of gifts?  What kind of gifts you don’t want to receive?  Why not?  Did you think gospel was a gift when you first heard about it?  How about now?  How and why did you change your mind?  
· Do you like to help others for the sake of gospel, e.g., picking up new students from the airport and helping them to settle down, or inviting friends to the Bible study, or hosting pastors or special speakers, or opening up your home for events?  How would God look at these things?  If God wants to help, why would He need me?  
· Aren’t the Israelites God’s chosen people?  From the history, what can you say about them?  Why?  

In Corinth (18:1-17)
· Acts 18:1–22 Paul Witnesses in Corinth.  Corinth was Paul’s last major place of witness on his second journey.  His initial establishment of work there (vv. 1–11) is followed by an account of a specific incident when the Jews brought him for trial before the proconsul (vv. 12–17).  But Paul was able to stay “many days longer” (v. 18).  Then, after completing his Corinthian ministry, Paul returned to Antioch, making a brief stop at Ephesus (vv. 18–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 18:1 Corinth was 46 miles (74 km) west of Athens.  A Roman colony, it was the most influential city of the province of Achaia, both politically and economically.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 18:2 Claudius’s expulsion of the Jews from Rome in a.d. 49 seems to have resulted from a disturbance in the Jewish synagogues created by the Christian message.  Aquila and Priscilla had much in common with Paul, being Jews, tentmakers, and possibly already Christians when they fled from Rome.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 18:6 Did Paul visit Jewish synagogues in the future?  Yes, for example, see 19:8.  
· Acts 18:9–11 Up to this point, opposition to his ministry had usually forced Paul to leave a place of witness.  But the Lord in a vision assured him that he would have a successful ministry in Corinth and would suffer no further harm.  In obedience Paul remained there for 18 months (c. a.d. 49–51, during which time he wrote 1–2 Thessalonians).  God’s assurance was immediately confirmed by Paul’s deliverance from an attempt to condemn him before the proconsul.  Acts 18:10–11 gives helpful insight into Paul’s understanding of God’s providence and predestination in relation to human responsibility for preaching the gospel.  Though God had told Paul, “I have many in this city who are my people,” indicating that many in Corinth would come to faith in Christ, this did not lead Paul to conclude that he had no further part to play.  Rather, Paul stayed a year and six months, longer than he stayed at any city except Ephesus, preaching the gospel in order that through his preaching those whom God had chosen would come to faith.  Predestination implied successful evangelism.  ESV Study Bible.  
· From a different perspective, God does His work also through the disciples.  
· Acts 18:14 Gallio’s judgment—that the Jewish accusations against the Christians concerned only matters of their own religion—established the important legal precedent that Christians were innocent of transgressing Roman law when merely teaching and following Christian doctrine.  A similar judgment comes later, in 25:19.  ESV Study Bible.  
· If you were Gallio, what would you do?  
· Although perfectly fine for Gallio, do you think that he himself missed big in handling this issue?    
· Acts 18:17 Sosthenes may have been a Jewish convert to Christianity, for Paul mentions someone by that name as his “coauthor” in 1 Cor. 1:1.  In Acts 18:8, Crispus had been called “the ruler of the synagogue,” but Sosthenes may have succeeded him when Crispus became a Christian, or there may have been more than one person with this office in that synagogue.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· If President Obama ordered all the Russians to leave Washington D.C., what would you think?  Why could this happen to the Jews in Rome?  
· What is a “tentmaker”?  Was Paul a tentmaker?  For how long?
· Are you a tentmaker?  Have you ever thought to be a full time preacher?   
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Paul Returns to Antioch (18:18-22)
· The cutting of Paul’s hair probably indicates he had completed a vow (see Num. 6:1–21; Acts 21:20–24).  Besides not cutting the hair, such a vow mandated strict purity and refraining from strong drink.  One would have undergone such a vow in seeking divine blessing for an undertaking or to express thanksgiving.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Who joined Paul in the journey and then who left him and where?  
· Discussion 
· If a person says to his girlfriend, “I will marry you if it is God’s will.”  What do you think?  
· What do you think when Paul said to folks in Ephesus “I will come back if it is God’s will”?  Did he come back?  Yes, see 19:1.  

Apollos Speaks Boldly in Ephesus (18:23-28) 
· Acts 18:23–28 Priscilla and Aquila Instruct Apollos.  In Ephesus Priscilla and Aquila taught the Christian way “more adequately” to an Alexandrian disciple named Apollos.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 18:23 Again sponsored by Antioch in Syria, Paul began his third missionary journey in the spring of a.d. 52, traveling by foot through the region of his first mission on into Galatia and Phrygia.  On the second missionary journey the Spirit had prevented him from continuing west into Asia (16:6), but that did not happen this time, for Paul was headed directly toward the west, in order to reach Ephesus according to his promise in 18:21.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 18:25 Apollos knew only the baptism of John, which suggests that he had not heard about the baptism that Jesus commanded after his resurrection (see Matt. 28:19), and which began to be administered to all believers in Christ on and after the day of Pentecost (see Acts 2:41; 8:12; etc.).  Therefore Apollos’s knowledge of the Christian gospel must have been deficient in some ways, though he taught accurately the things concerning Jesus as far as he knew them.  He certainly knew about Jesus’ life and teachings, but he may not have known about Jesus’ death and resurrection, or about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  ESV Study Bible.  
· In some Bible versions, Acts 18:25 says “taught about Jesus accurately,” and 18:26 says “the way of God more accurately.”  NIV Bible Acts 18:25 says “taught about Jesus accurately,” and 18:26 says “the way of God more adequately.”  It seems that NIV translation is more adequate.  
· Discussion 
· What baptism did you receive?  John’s baptism or baptism into the name of the Lord Jesus?  Why?  What are the differences?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We are beginning to study Paul’s third missionary journey.  How many have you made?  Or in your various trips or daily life, have you adequately used opportunities to preach the gospel and witness for the Lord?  Do you want to be a good tentmakers?  Can you hear God’s calling?  

Peter Luh, Hsu-Te Cheng, Koh Han Seow, Chunlong Liu, Xiao Zhou and Yu Ji, 3/7/13 
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