Acts 19, 3/22/2013 (Draft)

Opening
· Many organizations have their uniforms or badges.  Do Christians have such things?  Why or why not?  
· What is baptism?  How many kinds of baptism?  Why the differences?  Is it important to get baptized?  
· Do you recall Chinese Cultural Revolution?  Is it easy to stir up a commotion?  How?  How about calming down a commotion?  How?  Is that art or wisdom?  

Paul Encounters Disciples of John (19:1-10)
· Paul Encounters Disciples of John.  At Ephesus Paul led some disciples of John the Baptist to Christ (vv. 1–7).  His Ephesian ministry then extended throughout the entire Asian province (vv. 8–10).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 19:2 That they had not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit indicates they had not heard of the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost (Ch. 2), and therefore they probably had not heard much of Jesus’ life and ministry, and certainly not of his death and resurrection.  They had evidently relocated from Palestine to Ephesus before Jesus’ own ministry began.  As followers of John they would have known his message that the Messiah would bring the Spirit (Luke 3:16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Baptism and the Holy Spirit.  The moment that you believe in Jesus, the moment the Holy Spirit begins to dwell within you.
· Ephesian 1:13, 14.  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.  
· Acts 19:6 The Holy Spirit came on them means they received the new covenant fullness and power of the Holy Spirit, something that happened to Jesus’ disciples for the first time on the day of Pentecost (1:8; 2:4; 8:17).  They had not previously known about Jesus’ death and resurrection, so their earlier belief (19:2) was one of looking forward to the Messiah to come, a state similar to that of OT believers.  Their speaking in tongues and prophesying was an outward demonstration and verification of their receiving the Spirit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· What kind of baptism have you received?  How can you be sure?  What are the implications of being baptized into the Lord Jesus?  
· V. 8.  Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God.  Didn’t Paul already shake out his clothes in protest against the Jews in 18:6?  Why did he go to the synagogue?  
· How about your Chinese friends?  

Paul Encounters False Religion at Ephesus (19:11-22)
· Acts 19:11–22 Paul Encounters False Religion at Ephesus.  Paul worked many miracles at Ephesus (vv. 11–12), but he encountered others who pursued a false way of working “miracles,” including some would-be Jewish exorcists (vv. 13–16) and persons who had a background of faith in magical spells (vv. 17–20).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 19:11 God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul.  As previously in Acts, miracles opened the door for hearing the gospel and gave confirmation that God himself was working through Paul and his message.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Paul was in Ephesus for around three years.  God wanted him to build the church in this important place [business, culture and religion].  Paul baptized people, preached God's words, and executed God's power, and these led God's people to repent and turn to God.  
· Discussion 
· Have we repented as those who brought their scrolls and burned them publicly?  
· What does God have done through you and me?  
· Why did Paul decided to go to Jerusalem and then to Rome?  
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The Riot in Ephesus (19:23-41) 
· Acts 19:23–41 Paul Experiences Violent Opposition at Ephesus.  The account of Paul’s Ephesian ministry concludes with a riot against Paul that was provoked by a silversmith named Demetrius.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 19:24 Demetrius was a skilled demagogue.  His real problem was that Paul’s polemic against idolatry was hurting his business, but he added more volatile accusations that aroused civic and religious pride.  Silver shrines were replicas of the temple of Artemis that were used for home altars or as offerings to be presented to the goddess as often as daily.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Was Demetrius smart?  If you were Demetrius, what would you do?  
· Acts 19:33–34 The role of the Jew Alexander is unclear.  Perhaps he wished to dissociate the Jews from the Christians.  But the crowd shouted him down, knowing that Jews opposed any foreign gods.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 19:38–40 the courts are open.  The legal means for settling disputes were the regular courts conducted by the Roman proconsul and the scheduled meetings of the town assembly.  there are proconsuls.  A “proconsul” was the head of government in a Roman province (cf. 13:7; 18:12).  The plural here may refer to the fact that at that time in Ephesus they were between the reigns of two proconsuls.  in danger.  The crowd in the theater (where regular assemblies were held) had the appearance of an unlawful assembly and risked bringing Roman reprisals.  Luke’s extensive report of the careful reasoning of the town clerk may have provided an important basis with which Christians in other cities could have defended themselves, since Luke shows here (and elsewhere in Acts) that the Christian gospel was not contrary to the Roman rule of law and was not disruptive of public order, and that accusations made to that effect were untrue.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· Was the town clerk smart?  If you were the town clerk, what would you do?  
· What are long-term implications of decisions such as that of the town clerk?  
	
Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· If you have been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus, can you see the differences in your life?  Can others see them?  
· Is it easy to preach Gospel to others?  What are needed for success?  
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