Acts 23, 5/3/2013
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· UConn has many good professors.  Are there bad ones?  How do you interact with the bad ones and why?  
· Do you believe resurrection or angels/spirits?  Why?  How about your friends?  How about people back to Jesus’ time?  
· How would you differentiate Holy Spirit from evil spirits?  1 John 4:1-3.  

Pharisees, Sadducees and the Dead Sea Sect 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/sadducees_pharisees_essenes.html
· Who were the Pharisees?  
· Of the various factions that emerged under Hasmonean rule, three are of particular interest: the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes.  The most important of the three were the Pharisees because they are the spiritual fathers of modern Judaism.  Their main distinguishing characteristic was a belief in an Oral Law that God gave to Moses at Sinai along with the Torah.  The Torah or Written Law was akin to the U.S. Constitution in the sense that it set down a series of laws that were open to interpretation.  The Pharisees believed that God also gave Moses the knowledge of what these laws meant and how they should be applied.  This oral tradition was codified and written down roughly three centuries later in what is known as the Talmud.  
· The Pharisees also maintained that an afterlife existed and that God punished the wicked and rewarded the righteous in the world to come.  They also believed in a messiah who would herald an era of world peace.  
· Pharisees were in a sense blue-collar Jews who adhered to the tenets developed after the destruction of the Temple; that is, such things as individual prayer and assembly in synagogues.  
· Who were the Sadducees?  
· The Sadducees were elitists who wanted to maintain the priestly caste, but they were also liberal in their willingness to incorporate Hellenism into their lives, something the Pharisees opposed.  The Sadducees rejected the idea of the Oral Law and insisted on a literal interpretation of the Written Law; consequently, they did not believe in an afterlife, since it is not mentioned in the Torah. The main focus of Sadducee life was rituals associated with the Temple.  
· The Sadducees disappeared around 70 A.D., after the destruction of the Second Temple. None of the writings of the Sadducees survived, so the little we know about them comes from their Pharisaic opponents.  
· These two "parties" served in the Great Sanhedrin, a kind of Jewish Supreme Court made up of 71 members whose responsibility was to interpret civil and religious laws.  
· A third faction, the Essenes, emerged out of disgust with the other two.  This sect believed the others had corrupted the city and the Temple.  They moved out of Jerusalem and lived a monastic life in the desert, adopting strict dietary laws and a commitment to celibacy.  The Essenes are particularly interesting to scholars because they are believed to be an offshoot of the group that lived in Qumran, near the Dead Sea.  

Paul before the Sanhedrin (23:1-11) 
· What was Paul’s policy of defense?  Why?  
· How did Paul change from a person prosecuting Christians to becoming an apostle?  Resurrection of Jesus!  Therefor Paul’s policy is beyond a manipulative nature.  
· Acts 22:30–23:11 Paul Appears before the Sanhedrin.  Unable to get any answers by scourging, the tribune turned to the Jewish court for help.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 23:3 Paul, like Jesus, used the metaphor of whitewash for hypocrisy (see Matt. 23:27).  Ananias was a particularly bad high priest.  For the illegality of Ananias’s action, see Lev. 19:15.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Leviticus 19:15.  Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.  
· Exodus 22:28.  Do not blaspheme God or curse the ruler of your people.  
· Acts 23:11 Paul’s testimony to the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem was an especially significant fulfillment of the prophecy about his life in 9:15.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why going to Rome?  
· Discussion  
· Do you believe in resurrection of the dead?  Why?  

The Plot to Kill Paul (23:12-22)
· Did the 40 people die of thirst or hunger?  
· Acts 23:16  As a Roman citizen Paul was probably given generous visitation privileges.
· Acts 23:21 Since the plot was thwarted, one wonders if the conspirators died of hunger and thirst!  Probably not: by rabbinic law, in the event a vow became impossible to fulfill, those under it were released from its terms.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· What can we say about Roman soldiers and officers?  Roman Laws?  

Paul Transferred to Caesarea (23:23-35)
· Acts 23:23–35 Paul is delivered to the Governor Felix.  To protect Paul, Lysias the tribune sent him under cover of night and heavy guard to the governor in Caesarea.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Was the commander’s letter exactly correct?  Not exactly.  Examine 23:27.  
· Where was Paul kept there?  Is that amazing?  
· Discussion 
· Did the commander do the right thing in sending Paul to Felix?  If you were him, what would you do?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Can you see God’s protection and guidance from this chapter?  
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