Acts 20, 3/22/2013

Opening
· When was the last time that you fell asleep in a class or in a Bible study?  Why?  Did people ever fall asleep when you were talking?  Why?  
· What would you say to brothers and sisters at UCBSG upon their graduation/leaving?  How about upon your graduation/leaving?  
· Last time we talked about Paul’s third missionary journey in Ephesus, the capital of the Roman province of Asia.  After leaving Ephesus, where did he go?  Why?  
· What are your criteria in searching for boyfriend or girlfriend?  In searching for a pastor?  

Through Macedonia and Greece (20:1-6)
· Acts 20:1 Paul departed from Ephesus for Macedonia (probably going first to Philippi).  In the final days of his Ephesian ministry, after writing 1 Corinthians, Paul had had considerable conflict with the Corinthian church, making a “painful” visit to them and writing a “tearful” letter upon his return to Ephesus (2 Cor. 2:1–4), which he at first regretted having sent (2 Cor. 7:8–9).  As his time in Ephesus neared its completion Paul wanted to return to Corinth, but feared how he might be received there after having sent the harsh letter.  He evidently sent Titus ahead to “test the waters” at Corinth.  Upon leaving Ephesus (Acts 20:1), Paul did not head directly to Corinth by sea, but first went north, visiting the Christian communities along the way and hoping to meet up with Titus returning from Corinth.  He went to Troas, and then possibly on to other churches in Macedonia (2 Cor. 2:12–13).  In Macedonia (perhaps at Philippi, Thessalonica, or Berea) Titus finally joined him and brought the good news that the church had repented of its opposition to Paul’s leadership and had become reconciled to him (2 Cor. 7:5–16).  Paul then wrote 2 Corinthians.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:3 Paul stayed at Corinth for three months, likely the winter months (see 1 Cor. 16:6), when sea travel was more dangerous.  Syria. Paul’s goal was to sail to a Syrian port, with Jerusalem as the final destination (Acts 19:21).  Paul wrote Romans (c. a.d. 57) during this final Corinthian visit.  In it he explained that his reason for going to Jerusalem was to take a collection from his Gentile churches to the needy Christians in Jerusalem (Rom. 15:22–29; for other references to this collection, see Acts 24:17; 1 Cor. 16:1–4; 2 Corinthians 8–9).  Gathering this collection was one of the purposes behind this final visit to the churches of Macedonia and Achaia.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:4 accompanied him.  In discussing the “collection for the saints” in 1 Cor. 16:1–4, Paul noted that it would be accompanied by official representatives from the churches.  Their presence would give safety from robbery and also would provide a public guarantee of Paul’s integrity in handling the funds.  The men listed here as accompanying Paul represent all the areas of his missionary work.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Would you support SCCC after graduation when we have a need, e.g., to support a pastor of our own?  

Eutychus Raised From the Dead at Troas (20:7-16)
· Acts 20:7–16 Paul Travels to Miletus. The journey to Jerusalem continued, with an incident at Troas in which Paul restored the life of a youth (vv. 7–12).  This is followed by a detailed itinerary of the voyage to Miletus (vv. 13–16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week.  The first reference in Acts to worship on Sunday.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:10 Eutychus raised from the dead.  This is one of the two such raisings of the dead by apostles recorded in Acts (9:40).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Do you believe that?  
· Discussion 
· Do you believe Paul’s raising of the dead Eutychus?  
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Paul’s Farewell to the Ephesian Elders (20:17-38) 
· What would Paul say to the Ephesian elders?     
· Acts 20:17–35 Paul Addresses the Ephesian Elders at Miletus.  Paul’s Miletus address is the sole example in Acts of a major speech to Christians.  Of all Paul’s speeches in Acts, it has the most in common with his letters, which were addressed to Christians.  Paul held out his own ministry as an example for the Ephesian elders (vv. 18–21), spoke of his future prospects (vv. 22–27), warned of coming heresies (vv. 28–31), and encouraged a proper attitude toward material goods (vv. 32–35).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:21 Both Jews and Gentiles must come to God in the same way – in repentance for sin and faith in Jesus Christ.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:22–23 Constrained indicates that the Holy Spirit was giving Paul an exceptionally strong sense of compulsion that he had to go quickly and directly to Jerusalem, even though he knew that imprisonment and afflictions awaited him there.  Paul must have reflected on the similarities between his present journey to Jerusalem and Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem where he was to die (Matt. 16:21; 20:18; Mark 10:32–33; Luke 9:51, 53; 18:31–33), and wondered if he also would end his life there (see Acts 20:24). the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city.  Such testimony probably came to Paul through both Christian prophets (cf. 21:11) and direct revelation from the Holy Spirit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:25 It appears that Paul was later able to return to Ephesus after his release from prison in Rome (1 Timothy 1:3).  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves.  Spiritual leaders need first of all to guard their own spiritual and moral purity.  the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.  The last part of this phrase refers to the blood of Christ poured out in his atoning death on the cross.  ESV Study Bible.  Also, we can see trinity here.  
· Acts 20:29–30 Paul showed remarkable insight into the future situation of the Ephesian church.  The letters of Paul to Timothy, who served Ephesus a decade or so later, attest to the presence of false teachers who were ravaging the church for their own gain and who had indeed come from within the church, in fact, from among the elders themselves.  (See 1 Tim. 1:19–20; 4:1–3; 2 Tim. 1:15; 2:17–18; 3:1–9.)  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:31–32 Paul again challenged the elders to follow the example of his ministry with them and offered a benediction dedicating their service to the power and leadership of God.  He particularly emphasized that the word of God was to be central in their ministries, for the word is able to build … up believers; it teaches the gospel of salvation by grace so that the final inheritance is received by those who belong to God.  sanctified. That is, made holy in heart and life by the Holy Spirit.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 20:35 the words of the Lord Jesus.  This saying from Jesus is not recorded in the Gospels—a reminder that Jesus did many things that are not recorded in Scripture (see John 21:25).  This saying was no doubt passed on to Paul by those who heard Jesus teach.  give.  On Christian generosity, see 2 Cor. 8:9–15.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Why did Jesus want to go to Jerusalem?  
· Where do you want to go from here?  Where would the Lord lead you to?  Would you listen to the whispers of God’s calling?  

Wrapping up 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· What would you say to brothers and sisters at UCBSG upon their graduation/leaving?  How about upon your graduation/leaving?  
· Would you support SCCC after graduation when we have a need, e.g., to support a pastor of our own?  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow, Hsu-Te Cheng, Xiao Zhou, Chunlong Liu, 4/3/13 
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