Acts 27, 5/31/2013

Opening
· Have you had a journey by a ship?  What was your experience?  Was it good?  Have you seen the movie Titanic?  Was the story horrible?  How about several recent disasters on modern cruise ships?  
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· The cruise ship Costa Concordia lies partially sunk just a few hundred yards from the rocky coast of the Italian island of Giglio in January 2012.  Past luxury liner accidents—the Titanic shipwreck being the most infamous—have sparked new measures for keeping passengers safe and dry.  http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/travelnews/2012/01/pictures/120118-travel-costa-concordia/
· Have you had a car accident?  What was your experience?  Did you arrive at your destination on time?  Did you miss anything?  
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Paul Sails for Rome (27:1-12)
· Acts 27:1–44 Paul Journeys to Rome by Sea.  See map.  The voyage to Rome (which probably began in the autumn of a.d. 59) is given in great detail and with remarkable exactness, consistent with what is otherwise known about sea travel in that time and place.  The keynote of the story is God’s providence, especially in preserving Paul for his Roman testimony.  At a literary level the story is told to indicate how far and difficult the journey to Rome is, as the gospel heads toward the ends of the earth.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 27:1 Note the we, indicating Luke’s presence with Paul all the way to Rome (the last “we” is found at 28:16).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 27:1 Imperial regiment.  There were about 6,000 men in the Roman legion, divided into 10 regiments, each of which had a designation. Julius’ regiment is the Imperial regiment, meaning “belong to the empire.”  A centurion commanded about 100 men and was carefully selected for the post.  I don't think Julius had all 100 soldiers with him, but he would have had some men under his command to guard the prisoners.  Bible Study Lesson, Gail Sanders, http://voices.yahoo.com/bible-study-lesson-acts-271-12-paul-sails-for-3522097.html  
· Acts 27:2 Adramyttium was a large port city of Mysia in the province of Asia Minor (opposite the island of Lesbos).  Aristarchus. See Acts 19:29.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 27:7 The normal route from Myra to Rome would have taken them south of Rhodes and north of Crete to Sicily.  They were already well off course when they reached Cnidus (southwestern tip of Asia/Turkey) and even more so when they had to seek shelter on the south side of Crete.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Do you remember your fist journey from your hometown to Storrs?  Where did you stop?  Any surprises?  Could you see God’s plan and protection?  

The Storm (27:13-26) 
· Acts 27:16 Cauda (kow'da).  A small island lying about twenty-five miles to the south of Crete and now called Gavdo.  http://www.biblicaltraining.org/library/cauda  
· Acts 27:17 Syrtis, a place in the sea west of Cyrene on the north African coast full of shoals of quicksand.  http://classic.net.bible.org/dictionary.php?word=SYRTIS
· Acts 27:20 Before the advent of the compass, sailors depended for their bearings on the sun and stars, which were not visible in the storm.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 27:22 At Fair Havens Paul had warned of the danger of loss of life (v. 10), but that was simply his opinion as an experienced traveler who had already been shipwrecked three times, reflecting the potential level of risk (see 2 Cor. 11:25).  Now, however, he says there will be no loss of life. The difference was a revelation from God through an angel (Acts 27:23–24).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 27:24 must stand before Caesar.  The ultimate reason for Paul’s deliverance was his testimony in Rome (cf. 19:21; 23:11).  Therefore, whereas Jonah’s presence on the ship threatened to destroy everyone (Jonah 1:12), Paul’s presence assured everyone’s deliverance.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· If you were one of the persons on board that ship, what would you feel?  
· How did Paul feel?  Why?  

The Shipwreck (27:27-44) 
· Acts 27:30 the sailors were seeking to escape.  They knew they were nearing land, so they decided to take the ship’s only small boat and get themselves safely to shore.  But such a selfish action would have left no one on the ship with the skill to handle it, leading to much loss of life.  So Paul warned the centurion of the sailors’ plan, and he stopped them (vv. 31–32).  Paul’s action shows the compatibility of divine sovereignty (see vv. 22–24) with human responsibility.  God will fulfill his promises, but that doesn’t negate the importance of human actions as the means God uses to carry out his promises.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 27:40 The ship’s rudders would have been pulled out of the water and tied down during the storm but were now placed back in the water to steer the ship.  The foresail was a small sail in the bow to guide a ship.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 27:43 Once again Paul’s presence assured the deliverance of the others—this time the other prisoners.  The soldiers feared the escape of the prisoners (v. 42) because they were accountable for them with their own lives (cf. 12:19).  ESV Study Bible.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Is the story vivid and amazing?  What did you learn?  
· If you are going to travel in the near future, pray that you have a safe and joyous journey?  
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