Acts 17, 2/15/2013

Opening
· Have you been to places with many temples?  Where?  What do you think?  
· How do you think about the Bible?  Is it worthwhile to examine and discuss?  
· How important is Jesus’ resurrection?  
· How would you preach the gospel to people with different cultural background?  With different educational background?  

In Thessalonica (17:1-9)
· Acts 17:1–9 Paul Witnesses in Thessalonica.  From Philippi Paul traveled the 94 miles (151 km) to Thessalonica, capital of Macedonia.  In 1 Thess. 2:2, Paul recounts that they “had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict.”  He also mentions in Phil. 4:16 that the Philippian church helped him with his material needs during this time.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 17:3 necessary for the Christ to suffer.  The Jews resisted the idea that the Messiah had to suffer, even though this is found in the OT (Psalm 22; Isaiah 53; Zech. 12:10; 13:7).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 17:6 men who have turned the world upside down.  These hostile opponents spoke better than they knew, for the spread of the gospel throughout the Roman Empire was the beginning of a movement that would change the course of history forever.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 17:9 The money as security was given as a guarantee that there would be no more disturbance of the peace as a result of Paul’s preaching.  As a practical matter, this probably meant that Paul would have to leave Thessalonica, since his Jewish opponents would continue to stir up trouble.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Why do some people believe in God when they hear the gospel but some don’t?  

In Berea (17:10-15)
· Acts 17:11 Noble here was applied to people who exhibited noble behavior, in that they were open-minded, fair, and thoughtful.  Thus Luke saw the Bereans as “more noble” in their receiving Paul’s message with all eagerness, and then in looking to the written words of the OT as their final authority, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.  By commending this activity, Luke encourages this searching of the Scriptures as a pattern for all believers and also gives support to the doctrine of the clarity of Scripture, the idea that the Bible can be understood rightly, not only by scholars but also by ordinary people who read it eagerly and diligently, with conscious dependence on God for help.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion 
· How do you think about the Bible?  Is it worthwhile to examine and discuss?  Do you study it on a daily basis?  
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In Athens (17:16-34) 
· Acts 17:16–34 Paul Witnesses in Athens.  Paul’s ministry in Athens began in the marketplace, where he encountered some Athenian philosophers (vv. 16–21).  This led to a more formal presentation to the Areopagus (vv. 22–34).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 17:19 The Areopagus is the “hill of Ares” (Ares being the Greek god of war).  The Court of the Areopagus was a long-established body with extensive authority over the civil and religious life of Athens.  In Paul’s day, it exercised jurisdiction especially in matters of religion and morality.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 17:22–34 Witness before the Areopagus.  Paul’s Areopagus address is the prime example in Acts of preaching to Gentiles.  Although rooted in OT ideas, it appealed to the Greek philosophers by interacting with their thought, even quoting their own writers in a well-informed, respectful way.  Its main subject was the error of idolatry.  Paul began with and returned to the theme of idolatry (vv. 23, 29), in a well-informed manner, clearing the way for a full statement of the gospel, but he was interrupted before he could achieve this.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 17:26 One man refers to Adam, in whom all people find their ancestral unity, an idea that would appeal to the Stoics’ strong sense of human brotherhood.  Paul thus affirms the historicity of Adam and the descent of the entire human race from him.  Having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place indicates God’s sovereignty over the histories of nations.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 17:31 He will judge the world means that God will hold all people accountable, even these philosophers in Athens.  raising him from the dead.  Jesus is not just a religious teacher.  The resurrection of Jesus is at the center of God’s plan for history and is the basis for hope in the future resurrection of the body (1 Cor. 15:42–57; Rev. 21:4).  It is also a central evidence to persuade people to believe in Christ (Acts 2:24, 32).  Most importantly, the resurrection placed Jesus at God’s right hand, showing his authority to be the judge and the giver of salvation that Paul is describing (2:30–36).  ESV Study Bible.  
· John 3:16.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
· Discussion 
· What are the time and places set for you?  
· What are the idols worshiped by people today?  
· What are your idols?  

Hellenistic Philosophy – Stoics and Epicureans
· http://suite101.com/article/hellenistic-philosophy--stoics-and-epicureans-a209242
· Stoicism and Epicureanism represent two different world views that influenced the western thinking during the Hellenistic period. Drawing a parallel between these two schools of thought may provide a better understanding about their similarities and differences.
· The Philosophy of Epicurus
· The main aspects of Epicureanism that help understand the Epicurean world views are:
· the universe is chaotic; 
· the gods live in a perfect state of inner peace and therefore, they do not worry about life in the physical world, not having any influence in people's lives. It's humans who worry about the evil, not the gods; 
· one should seek pleasure and avoid pain.  The only case in which one should avoid pleasure is if this pleasure leads to a greater pain later, such as the sensual pleasure and the excess of food; 
· the difference between gods and humans is that the souls of the gods do not escape from their bodies while the atoms of the human body cannot hold the soul forever.  
· Main Points of Stoicism
· The main aspects of Stoicism that stand in opposition to Epicureanism are:
· the universe is perfect and harmonious, therefore, everything that happens, happens to maintain the harmony of the universe; 
· the gods influence people’s lives since they work to maintain the harmony of the universe.  So humans have to trust that whatever happens, happens for the best, even if some events look evil from the human standpoint; 
· one should change things that can be changed and not worry about what cannot be changed, as all that happens, happens for the best.  Pain and suffering also happen for the best even though one may not always like them. 
· Main Differences Between Stoicism and Epicureanism
· After analyzing the main points of both philosophies, it becomes clear that the main difference between Stoics and Epicureans is the fact that the Stoics argued that the universe is organized in such a way that the experiences that it provides to humans in the physical world are always an intentional move, that is, they have a specific purpose – to maintain the universal harmony.  When one's wish is aligned with this purpose, suffering ceases.
· This view is also shared by eastern philosophies, such as Buddhism and Hinduism in which the universe is seen as living being with intentions.  
· The Epicureans, on the other hand, defended that the universe is chaos, it has no purpose or intentions and gods have no influence the life of humans, so since people are left alone in a chaotic world, the only way to achieve happiness and peace of mind is by avoiding pain and seeking pleasure (as long as this pleasure does not cause greater suffering).  This, according to Epicureans, is the formula to live well in a world without intentionality or purpose.  
· Skeptics also shared this world view and Epicureans were sometimes confused with Skeptics but there's an important difference – the Epicurean philosophy was not atheist as Epicurus believed in the existence of gods, what he doubted is that the gods had any influence in the human life.
· Main Similarities Between Stoics and Epicureans
· Christians often misinterpreted Epicureanism believing that Epicureans attempted to justify sex, excesses and pleasure at any cost but this was clearly a misconception caused by an erroneous understanding of the word “pleasure.”  Epicurus considered to be pleasure things such as intellectual life, friendship and contact with nature and not bodily sensations, which he considered to bring more pain than pleasure.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In this aspect, Stoics and Epicureans shared a common understanding of what would be considered a happy life.  For both schools of thought, the key for happiness is moderation, only for different reasons: for Stoics, moderation was a way to be aligned with the universe's will and for Epicureans, moderation was the best way to avoid pain.  
· Both Epicureanism and Stoicism represent two world views that continue to be debated until today, however, no matter the position one chooses to defend, all ways lead to the same destination – moderation, simple pleasures and rich intellectual life.  
· Sources:
· Mannion, James. The Everything Philosophy Book: Understanding the Basic Concepts of Great Thinkers - Socrates to Sartre. Adams Media 2002.
· Epictetus. The Art of Living: the Classic Manual on Virtue Happiness and Effectiveness. HarperOne in 1995
· Copyright Thais Campos
· Discussion
· What do you think about the above?  
· What are the main difference between Christianity and the above?

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Do you believe that Jesus died on cross for you and me?  Do you believe that by trusting Him, we are reconciled with God?  

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow, Yue Wang, and Chunlong Liu, 2/15/13 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2013
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