Acts 21, 4/12/2013

Opening
· There is a Chinese saying that although you know there are tigers in that mountain, you walk toward it.  Why?  What is the English version of this sentence?  “Walking into a lion's den.”  
· Most Chinese traditions are good.  Some, however, are controversial.  Examples?  Ching Ming Festival (清明节).  Would you observe it with your parents?  Would you be blamed if you don’t?  What should you do then?  Another example is being a party member.  
· Have you been beaten by others?  How did you get out?  How was that experience?  

On to Jerusalem (21:1-16)
· Acts 21:1 “After we had torn ourselves away from them” – was it sad?   
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 21:1 Paul’s ship was probably a “coasting vessel” – one that traveled close to shore.  Each of the places mentioned probably represents a day’s journey and the stopping place for the night.  Cos and Rhodes are both islands, with port cities of the same name.  Paul and his companions boarded a sturdier vessel at Patara for the 400-mile (644-km) open-sea voyage to Tyre.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Have you seen ships loading and unloading?  
· Acts 21:10–11 Agabus had earlier prophesied a coming famine (11:28).  OT prophets often acted out their prophecies (e.g., Isa. 8:1–4; 20:1–4; Jer. 13:1–11; 19:1–13; 27:1–22).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Have you seen people “acting”?  Have you done that before?  
· Acts 21:23 Do you recall Jesus’ journey toward Jerusalem?  Luke 18:31–33.  
· Should Paul continue his journey to Jerusalem?  Why or why not?  

[image: C:\Luh\Professional\CBSG\Acts\Paul'sJourneies.jpg]

· Discussion  
· Do you have a similar experience?  Are all God’s will easy to follow?  

Paul’s Arrival at Jerusalem (21:17-26)
· After arriving at Jerusalem, what happened?  Why?  
· Acts 21:17–26 Paul Participates in a Nazirite Ceremony.  When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, the Christians rejoiced over the success of his Gentile mission but expressed concern over rumors that he was teaching Jews to abandon their ancestral laws and customs.  To disprove the rumors, they asked Paul to participate publicly in a Nazirite vow, as specified in OT law (Num. 6:1–21).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 21:18 all the elders were present.  Apparently leadership of the church at Jerusalem now rested primarily with these “elders.”  It seems that James himself was counted as an apostle (see 15:13–21; 1 Cor. 15:7–9; Gal. 1:19; 2:9), but the text does not say whether other apostles still remained in Jerusalem or if they had departed on other missionary activities.  In light of 1:8, the latter is likely.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 21:20 Zealous for the law.  Thousands of Jewish Christians in Jerusalem strictly observed the Mosaic Law.  While many of these no doubt resented the fact that Gentile Christians were not required to observe Mosaic Law, the charge here was that Paul was encouraging Jews to forsake the Law as well.  Such a charge may have been prompted by reports that Paul himself did not follow the Jewish ceremonial law when in Gentile company.  Although Paul had no objection to Jews following their ancestral customs, he opposed any attempt to make such observance in some way necessary for salvation.  Reformation Study Bible.  
· Acts 21:23 under a vow.  Those under a Nazirite vow would abstain from wine, strong drink, grape juice, grapes, or raisins; would avoid any contact that would defile them (such as contact with a dead body); and would not cut their hair (cf. Num. 6:1–21).  When the time of the vow was over (often 30 days), they would cut their hair and present an offering in the temple.  If Paul went with them and personally paid for the cost of their offering, it would show that he did not object to Jewish converts following OT customs voluntarily, so long as those same customs were not required of Gentile believers (see note on Acts 18:18).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 21:25 as for the Gentiles – see Acts 15:28–29.  
· Discussion 
· Is handling traditions important?  Is that difficult?  Examples of the Qing dynasty?  
· Did James and the elders foresee things to come?  Do we?  

Paul Arrested and Speaks to the Crowd (21:27-40) 
· Acts 21:27–39 An Angry Mob Attacks Paul.  Paul was attacked in the temple by a mob incited by the false charge that he had violated the temple.  The Romans rescued him and kept him in custody.  ESV Study Bible.  
· How to arouse a crowd?  
· Acts 21:31–32 The Roman response could have come very quickly.  ESV Study Bible.  
· What would you do today if you are in a similar situation?  Calling 911?  
· Was this situation similar to that when Jesus was on trial?  
· Acts 21:37 Do you speak Greek?  The commander was surprised to hear Paul speak Greek; he had thought him to be an insurrectionist.  Reformation Study Bible.  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· What are our traditions in our daily life?  In our professional life?  Are there things that we need to dealt with?  
· Following God’s will doesn’t mean all things will be rosy.  Christians need to carry the Cross.  Pray that God would give us listening ears, love and courage.  

Peter Luh, Chunlong Liu, Koh Han Seow, Xiao Zhou, 4/10/13 
Copyright USBSG, UConn Chinese Bible Study Group, 2013
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