Acts 28, 6/7/2013

Opening
· Do you like to travel?  What do you do while traveling?  Have you tried to preach the Gospel while traveling?  
· Have you been well treated by others while traveling?  
· “You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”  Have you had that experience?  Have you seen others behaving like that?  

[image: http://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/media/paul_journey_04.gif]

Paul Ashore on Malta (28:1-10)
· Acts 28:1 Malta was on the main route from Myra (27:5) to Rome.  See the figure above.  God’s providence had brought them through the storm and back on course.  ESV Study Bible.  Is this amazing?  
· Acts 28:6 When the Lystrans took Paul as a god, he protested vigorously (cf. 14:14–15).  The situation differs here, as no attempt to worship him is related.  Throughout Acts miracles provide an opportunity for witness, and likely Paul also witnessed to the Maltese.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· How do you bear witness for the Lord to others?  

Paul’s Arrival at Rome (28:11-16) 
· Acts 28:11 Castor and Pollux, the twin sons of Zeus and Leda, were viewed as the gods who protected seamen.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 28:12–13 See map above.  Syracuse was at the eastern end of Sicily.  Its fame as a Hellenistic city rivaled that of Athens, and the extensive archaeological remains at Syracuse include a great theater and the temple of Apollo.  Rhegium (modern Reggio di Calabria) was at the southern tip of Italy across from Sicily.  Inscriptions, literature, and archaeological evidence testify to Rhegium’s importance as a port city.  Puteoli (modern Pozzuoli) was a major port for Roman traffic, some 257 miles (413 km) by road up the western coast of Italy from Rhegium.  ESV Study Bible.  See the map above.  
· Acts 28:14 The brothers at Puteoli are evidence that Christianity had not only reached Rome by this time (c. a.d. 60) but was widely dispersed in Italy.  Luke’s comment, so we came to Rome, may seem premature (Rome was still 130 miles or 209 km away), but perhaps functions as a summary statement, indicating the process by which Paul reached Rome.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Have you tried to preach the Gospel while traveling?  
· While traveling, have you visited brothers and sisters who graduated from UConn earlier?  What was the feeling?  

Paul Preaches at Rome Under Guard (28:17-31) 
· Acts 28:20 The hope of Israel is the coming of the Messiah as attested by his resurrection (see 23:6; 24:15; 26:8, 23).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 28:23 The content of Paul’s message was the kingdom of God and Jesus (see also v. 31).  The kingdom represents the fulfillment of God’s saving promises to his people.  ESV Study Bible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 28:26–27 Isaiah 6:9–10 (quoted here) is also quoted by Jesus to explain the failure of the Jews as a body to accept him (see Matt. 13:14–15).  They had eyes to see, ears to hear, but the heart—the organ of thinking, willing, and deciding—failed to respond.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· What is the hope of Israel?  What is the hope of China?  
· Do we have eyes to see, ears to hear, but the no brain to think, and no heart to make commitments?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· We are at the end of the book of Acts.  Looking back, what have you learned?  What stand out the most?  Are you ready to listen to the calling of the Lord and act?  
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