Acts 24-25:12, 5/10/2013

Opening
· Have you been to a court?  Please share your experience.  
· How to succeed in a court or in a debate?  If you want to accuse someone, how would you do it?  If you want to defend yourself, how would you do it?  
· In the Bible, there is the Old Testament, and there is the New Testament.  How are they related?  Are they consistent or are they conflicting each other?  
· When you were a child, did you love to hear ghost stories?  Were you afraid of the ghosts in the stories?  How about now?  Will adults be afraid of hearing the judgment to come?  
· Do you remember what we discussed last Friday?  

Paul’s Trial before Felix (24:1-21)
· Did the Jews indeed come to Governor Felix to accuse Paul?  Who went?  What charges did they bring?  
· Acts 24:2 Tertullus began with flattering words designed to secure the goodwill of the governor.  We enjoy much peace.  His remarks had little resemblance to reality: Felix had the least peaceful term of any Roman administrator up until his time, was hated by the Jews, and was noted more for his bribe taking than his benevolence.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 24:5 Tertullus accused Paul of three crimes: stirring up riots, being a Christian ringleader, and profaning “the temple” (v. 6).  To a Roman the first charge would have been the most serious, amounting to a charge of sedition, threatening the Roman peace.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Did Tertullus provide sufficient evidence?  
· How did Paul defend himself against the above three charges?  
· The second charge Paul readily accepted (v. 14), but the first and third he flatly denied (vv. 12–13).  ESV Study Bible.  How?  
· Acts 24:14 Paul proceeded to show how as a Christian he was a faithful Jew, accepting the Law and the Prophets and sharing the resurrection hope.  That the resurrection will include both “the just and the unjust” (v. 15) implies a final judgment (see v. 25).  Also, the resurrection is not just the concept but the realization of the resurrection in Jesus.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Do you see how Paul related the Old Testament to the New Testament?  
· Did the Jews agree with him or not?  Why or why not?  
· Acts 24:15 There will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.  See Matthew 25:31-46.  
· Acts 24:18–19 Roman law called for a “face-to-face” confrontation between the accusers and the accused.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Was Governor Felix convinced of the accusation?  
· Discussion  
· Can you see the differences between what Tertullus said and what Paul said?  
· What are the major reasons for people not coming to the Bible study?  What are the excuses?  

Paul Kept in Custody (24:22-27) 
· Acts 24:24 Drusilla was the youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa I and the sister of Agrippa II (who will appear in the next chapter; see 25:13–26:32).  Her marriage to Felix was something of a scandal because Felix deceptively precipitated her divorce from her first husband.  ESV Study Bible.  
· If you were Paul, how would you deal with Felix?  How did Paul deal with him?  Why?  
· Acts 24:25 Felix was afraid.  Paul did not flatter this man who had the power of life and death over him, but proclaimed the gospel boldly and clearly.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Why was Felix afraid?  Are you afraid of such a discussion?  Why or why not?    
· Discussion  
· Are you capturing opportunities to preach the Gospel?  

Paul’s Trial Before Festus (25:1-12) 
· Acts 25:1–12 Paul Appeals to Caesar.  The new procurator Festus wanted to win the favor of his constituents.  When approached by the Jewish leaders concerning Paul, he at first resisted but later gave in to their desire to try Paul in Jerusalem.  To avoid the fate that awaited him there, Paul invoked his citizen’s right of appeal for trial before the emperor.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 25:2 The chief priests and the principal men probably refers to the Sanhedrin.  Previously they had cooperated with the 40 zealots in their plot against Paul (23:12–15); now they themselves plotted against Paul.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 25:10 “Caesar” was the emperor Nero Caesar, who reigned a.d. 54–68.  The first five years of his reign were relatively peaceful; after that his actions became increasingly cruel and irrational.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Are you amazed at Roman’s rules and regulations?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How can be a lawyer?  How can be a good professor or TA?  How can be a good Bible study leader?  Learn from Paul!   
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