Acts 16, 2/1/2013

Opening
· If a friend is willing to help you at Foxwoods or Mohegan Sun (casinos) by telling you the winning numbers or by giving you the right combinations of cards, would you accept his/her help?  Why or why not?  
· If your sister is already a Christian, then should you believe in Jesus?  Or from a slightly different perspective, do you need to believe in Jesus in order to be saved when your sister is already a Christian?  Why or why not?  
· At the end of Acts 15, we learned that Paul started his second journey.  Why did he start the second journey?  Did he plan well and then follow through?  Whom did he bring and whom didn’t he bring?  Why?  

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas (16:1-5)
· We talked about circumcision in 15:1-5.  Should one be circumcised?  
· Acts 16:1 Having a Greek father, Timothy had not been circumcised, though by Jewish law the child of a Gentile father and Jewish mother was considered Jewish.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 16:3 Paul never abandoned his Jewish heritage, and so he circumcised Timothy.  It was all the more necessary if Timothy was to join his mission.  He did not want to fight on nonessentials (1 Cor. 9:19–21).  Paul always began in the synagogues, and to have an uncircumcised Jew with him would have made any witness to Jews much more difficult.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion  
· Have you heard about Timothy?  What can you say about him?  

[image: C:\Luh\Professional\CBSG\Acts\Paul'sJourneies.jpg]

Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia (16:6-10)
· Acts 16:6–7 Paul’s route is not altogether clear.  After revisiting his earlier field, undoubtedly traveling on the Via Sebaste (a Roman military road), he proceeded farther west into Phrygia.  Had he continued in that direction he would have traveled through Asia with its prosperous coastal cities like Ephesus.  The Spirit of Jesus prevented this, and he went north through Mysia.  He was also prevented from witnessing in Bithynia.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 16:6 having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia.  From Antioch in Pisidia Paul and Timothy traveled far northward, and then westward.  Natural human wisdom would have led them to think they should preach the gospel in all the cities that they passed through, but instead the Holy Spirit directed them on a 400-mile (644-km) journey by foot to Troas (v. 8).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 16:10 The occurrence of we is the first time in the narrative that the first person plural occurs in Acts and most likely indicates that at this point Luke, the author of Acts, joined the missionary group as they set out for Macedonia.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Have you been guided by the Holy Spirit before?  
· How do we know God is guiding us?  
· Do you have a vision?  Are you ready to follow the Lord’s guidance?  

Lydia’s Conversion in Philippi (16:11-15) 
· Acts 16:11–40 Paul Witnesses in Philippi.  Philippi was the first Macedonian city in which Paul witnessed.  His ministry there is related in four parts: the conversion of Lydia (vv. 11–15), the arrest of Paul and Silas (vv. 16–24), the conversion of the Philippian jailer (vv. 25–34), and the release of Paul and Silas by the magistrates (vv. 35–40).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 16:12 Philippi was a Roman colony, the most privileged status for provincial cities.  It seems to have had no significant Jewish population.  ESV Study Bible.  

Paul and Silas in Prison (16:16-24) 
· Acts 16:16 Fortune-telling was forbidden to God’s people in the OT (cf. Deut. 18:10; 1 Sam. 28:8; 2 Kings 17:17; Mic. 3:11).  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 16:18 The words of the fortune-telling girl (v. 17) were true in a formal sense, but Paul was greatly annoyed, probably because he did not want it to appear that she was his partner in the gospel.  I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. Rather than praying to God, Paul speaks directly to the spirit and commands it to leave.  Such a verbal command is consistent with the authority over demons that Jesus himself had (cf. Matt. 8:16; 12:28) and that he had given to his disciples (Matt. 10:8; Luke 10:17).  The NT Epistles elsewhere discuss spiritual battles against the forces of evil (cf. 2 Cor. 10:3–4; Eph. 6:12; James 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8–9).  ESV Study Bible. 
· Acts 16:20 The magistrates, responsible for maintaining civil order, were the standard officials for a Roman colony, with two appointed to each colony.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· Paul saved the servant girl.  Why did the owner feel bad?  Should he?  

The Philippian Jailer Converted (16:25-40) 
· Acts 16:25–34 Conversion of the Jailer.  Paul and Silas were miraculously freed from their confinement.  They did not view their freedom as a means of escape, however, but as an opportunity for witness (cf. 5:17–21).  As a result, the jailer and his household became believers.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Acts 16:27 Was the situation serious for the jailer?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 16:30 “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  How serious the jailer's inquiry!  His salvation becomes his great concern; that lies nearest his heart, which before was furthest from his thoughts.  http://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/16-31-compare.html.  
· Acts 16:31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”  What does this sentence mean?  
· Acts 16:37 do they now throw us out secretly?  No!  Paul was concerned for the public reputation of his gospel message and also, no doubt, for the good standing of the church that was being established at Philippi.  Thus he insisted on public vindication lest the people of Philippi continue to believe that he was a troublemaker and a lawbreaker, ideas that would have presented barriers to the gospel in Philippi for years to come.  ESV Study Bible.  
· Discussion
· What were Paul and Silas praying for?  
· What should we do under difficult situations?  

Wrapping up 
· What are your favorite verses in this chapter?  
· Philippians 1:9-11.  And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to the glory and praise of God.

Peter Luh, Koh Han Seow, and Chunlong Liu, 2/1/13 
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