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Ruth: Graduating firom College

6rowing up, I always felt frustrated when people called Christians stupid or unedu-
cated because they assumed that all Christians were close-minded bigots. As a result,
throughout my high school and college years, I strived to attain the perfect GPA and the
perfect resumé to show that Christians could be just as intelligent and accomplished, de-
termined to bring glory to God's name through my hard work. 'Unfortunately, over time,
I lost sight of my original goal and began to struggle through many sleepless nights and
countless experiences with test anxiety as I started to rely on my own abilities, which
not only drained me of energy but also started causing me to be prideful and boastful of
the things that I recognized as my own accomplishments. Equally as concerning was the
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fact that I had begun to find my identity in being a model student rather than in my

status as a precious child of God.

Aiming for good grades is not a bad thing: in

fact, hard work is important and God calls us to
work wholeheartedly as if we were working for Him
(Colossians 3:23). However, it becomes a problem
when you start to create a god out of your work
and when it becomes something that you cannot let
go of. In college, I oftentimes felt like T was a
slave to my grades. As I unhappily struggled to
maintain my GPA, I had to ask myself, "Who is
your God?” The first commandment dictates that
we should have no other gods before Him. For us
as Christians, it is easy to profess God's sovereign

ty over us and claim that we worship none but Him, but it can be much more difficult
to put our words into action. Anything that we place in value above God is a god be-
fore Him, whether it be good grades, money, fame, family, etc. Now, none of these
things are bad; in fact, all of these are blessings and can be used to further the
kingdom of God, but even good things when pursued in excess can lead to what we call

idolatry.

With graduation now over, I am deter-
mined not to make the same mistake again by
placing my work above God. I am becoming
increasingly convinced that life as an actuary
is not for me, despite the desirable salary
and the prestige that comes with the title
(especially in Asia). It is beyond terrifying
to think about God calling me to a different
profession than the one(s) that I have
trained for (i.e., actuarial science/music/
French), but I am hopeful that God will give
me the strength to walk in the path that He
wants me to follow. As a natural planner who
often lives in the future, I am currently try-
ing to fully embrace Proverbs 19:21 because
I am slowly learning that letting God be in
absolute control of your life and putting your
complete faith in Him and His plans for you is
one of the most relieving things that you can
do. I invite you all on the same journey, to

wholeheartedly put your trust in Him and leave behind all of your insecurities. Wor-
rying will not add a single day to your life and while it may be terrifying to fully sur-
render control over your life, we are called to have faith that His plans for us are

greater than our plans for ourselves (Jeremiah 29:11).
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